
Celebrating The Life Of
Karles Klebba

Karles Raymond Klebba passed away April 2, 2026 in Sheridan Wyoming, age 
76.  He was born August 19, 1949 in the Reynolds Home in Sheridan to parents 
Joe H. and Anne Katherine (Kuzma) Klebba.  He was welcomed by his older 
sister Joanne Amelia and later brothers Phil, Steve, and Jim and sisters Mary 
and Genevieve. Karles attended Slater Creek Elementary School along with 
his siblings, one of the many rural schools in School District 24 before 
consolidation.  He excelled in spelling and particularly liked memorizing 
poetry, one of his favorite poems being The Village Blacksmith. He graduated 
from Tongue River High School in 1967. Karles then attended Sheridan 
College and very much valued his Veterinary training in Colorado.  His early 
life was filled with the home ranch work of helping with the haying, branding, 
feeding cattle through the long winters, fencing, building corrals, chutes and 
ranch buildings, irrigating, and fixing machinery any time it broke down.  He 
was expert at improvising when parts, time, and money were short and he was 
fearless in any needed work.  He learned at an early age to think ahead and 
work independently.  These traits served him well in the many years he spent 
on the ranch and later as a farrier for many Sheridan area horses. 

Karles loved music and loved to dance, his style being particularly smooth 
and gliding.   He very seldom if ever missed dance night at the American 
Legion and would be in enthusiastic attendance at any performance of the 
American Legion Seventh Cavalry Drum & Bugle Corps.  He looked forward to 
the Sheridan County Rodeo and particularly the Rodeo Parade, where he 
entered and rode as Father De Smet for many years. He also contributed and 
attended the Parkman Days celebrations.
Karles was a member of Holy Name Catholic Church.  His faith was very 
important to him and sustained him through many tough times.  

He took spring flowers and sagebrush from the hills of the home ranch on 
Slater Creek to put at the graves of his parents every year on Memorial Day 
and flew the American flag at the home buildings every year on Fourth of July. 

He had great story-telling ability and loved to talk about the old days.  He had 
amazing detailed recall about his father Joe H. Klebba as an infantryman in 
WWII.  Many times he would recount harrowing experiences of blizzards and 
he had memories of numerous close calls in ranch life.  He was kind and easy-
going and this was reflected in his horses, increasing as time went by.  

Karles was preceded in death by his parents and by his brother Phil J. Klebba. 
He is survived by brothers Steve Klebba of Ranchester and Jim Klebba of Cody 
and by sisters Joanne Westbrook of Sheridan, Mary McMains of Casper and 
Genevieve Klebba of Soldotna Alaska. He is also survived by sister in laws 
Margaret Klebba and Michelle Klebba and other greatly loved nieces and 
nephews and great-nieces and nephews.
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ROSARY  ~ Deacon Joe Kristufek
Monday, April 27, 2026 @ 7:00 pm

Holy Name Catholic Church

MASS
Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at 10:00 am

Holy Name Catholic Church

OFFICIATING
Father Glenn Whewell, Deacon Joe Kristufek 

MUSIC
How Great Thou Art, We Remember; May The Angels Be Your Guide

The Prayer Of St. Francis, On Eagle’s Wings

MUSIC BY
Pianist ~ Doreen Choong

Soloists ~ Chuck & Annie Magera

HONORARY  PALLBEARERS
Joseph J. Klebba, Phillip H. Klebba, John Araas
Fred Araas III, Ryan J. Araas, Robert L. Araas

Inurnment will immediately follow the Mass in the 
Sheridan Municipal Cemetery.

A Reception will follow the inurnment at  the Parish Hall.

Prayer of St. Francis 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:

where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,

to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
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