
Celebrating The Life Of

Vera Olson
April 15, 1942 - June 8, 2026

    Vera Olson passed away on June 8, 2026 at Sheridan Memorial Hospital with 
her sons by her side. Vera Elaine Kelly  was born in the middle of calving season 
on April 15, 1942 to parents Richard and Matilda ‘Tilly’ and big brothers Victor 
and Richard Kelly in Helena Montana. Helena is where she spent her formative 
years helping on the family farm. Chickens, cows and horses make up many of 
her childhood stories and she was quick to remind you she knew hard work.
    At the tail end of her high school years she went on a double date that would 
change her life. She accepted a date from her friend named Fred, but by the end 
of the night she was certain Terry was the one for her. Terry Olson was Vera’s 
great love. She would tell us all ‘Terry took such good care of me.’ He loved her 
dearly and doted on her endlessly. They were married in November of 1960. The 
following August they started their family with the birth of their beloved 
daughter Kellie Ann. Tod Michael came just 22 months later to their delight and 
some many years down the road baby Troy Huston completed the family. There 
were many adventures to
be had as a family but their biggest was moving to Sheridan, Wyoming in 1977.
    It was a big change for the Olson family but it became home for each family 
member in their own time. Terry was never one to sit still, and Vera was never 
one to get left behind. Vera started a ceramics business shortly after moving to 
Sheridan. She was so talented and loved hosting classes and teaching her trade. 
Vera lived so many lives in her 84 years. There were restaurants, exercise shops 
and many ventures in between. Her very favorite was the time she spent at the 
Wyoming Girl’s School. That position meant the world to her. She loved all the 
connections she was able to make with the girls and staff there. Her love was 
felt by many and she felt valued and respected in her role.
     Family meant everything to Vera. She loved her children and her husband 
fiercely. She delighted in the birth of each grandchild. Everything was tightly 
centered around her family unit. Losing Terry to colon cancer shortly after their 
daughter beat it in 1996 was one of the darkest periods of Vera’s life. He was 56 
and they had their whole lives left to live. It took a bit, but she got up and 
dusted herself off. She chose to live. She laughed, she adventured and generally 
speaking had the best damn time. She found a companion and true friend in 
Bunny Newlon. They were close until he passed away. She spent her time 
cheering in the bleachers for her grandkids. Garage sale-ing. Traveling. 
Spending winters in Mesquite, NV. Playing cards with the girls. Drinks at the 
Shrine. Dinners with friends. Kool Deadwood Nights. Trips to see her family in 
Helena. She called her children daily. She loved helping Kellie with black-tie 
events, and spending time on the mountain with her boys. But it’s no secret 
that her absolute favorite thing to do was travel to Mexico with her family. She 
recognized what a blessing it was to be able to travel together with her entire 
family, and she cherished it. Everyone laughed, swam, and ate good food. 
Memories were made that her entire family cherishes.
     Vera had an exceptional relationship with the Lord. Her faith always helped 
her through her darkest times, and we are comforted knowing she is with him 
now. Her beloved husband Terry and her daughter Kellie were there to usher 
her through the gates of heaven as well as both of her parents and her oldest 
brother Victor. She is survived by her sons Tod (Becky) Olson and Troy (Kristi) 
Olson, and son in-law Sean Carroll. Her Grandkids Mandy (Josh) Beil, Tucker 
(Brittany) Carroll, Kiley (Dylan) Shaw, Tazmyn (Layne) Rodriguez, Triven 
Olson,  TyLynn Olson along with great-grand sons: Gus, Knox, Malakai and 
Tylden (born hours before Vera passed).



In Loving Memory Of

Vera Elaine Kelly Olson

CELEBRATION	OF	LIFE
Friday, June 12, 2026 at 2:00pm
Champion Kane Funeral Home

OFFICIATING
Pastor Rachel Hostetler

MUSIC
Will The Circle Be Unbroken

Amazing Grace
Sweet Caroline

HONORARY	PALLBEARERS
Lyle Watts, Bob Keaton, John Sturtz, Bunny Newlon

 Sean Carroll, Tucker Carroll and Triven Olson

 A Dessert Reception will immediately follow the service in the
Champion Kane Reception Hall.

Kane
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www.kanefuneral.com

In Loving Memory Of 

Joan Eliason

Married ~ March 26, 1960

     It is with profound sadness that we announce the passing of Joan Eliason, who  
died peacefully on December 15, 2025, at the age of 84, in Sheridan Wyoming.
     Joan was born on November 24, 1941 in Redfield, South Dakota. She met the love  
of her life, Leon, while attending high school in Rapid City South Dakota. They  
were married in 1960. Joan was a dedicated wife and mother. Together they built the  
most loving family.
     Her Catholic faith was her lifelong passion. She was received into the Secular  
Order of Carmelites, choosing the name Joan Mary Teresa of the Precious Blood.
     Joan was known for her adventurous spirit, determination and resilience. She  
found great joy in the catholic church. She and Leon, were most proud of the  
contributions they made in the design and building of a Carmelite Monastery in  
Denmark Wisconsin.
     Joan found immense joy in her life in Sheridan, Wyoming. There she and Leon,  
fulfilled their dream of living in the west, raising horses and spending their  
retirement years with family.
     Joan is survived by her loving spouse of 65 years, Leon; their children, Steven  
(Kim) Eliason, Susan (Dan) Burgess, Sr. Mary Elizabeth, Kari Eliason, Mary (Chris)  
Sorenson , Peter (Collette) Eliason. Fifteen grandchildren and six great, great  
grandchildren, and one sister Jean Sumption.
     Joan was preceded in death by her parents Orren and Zona Olson and one  
grandchild, Eric Eliason.
     Joan’s memory will be forever cherished by all who knew her. She leaves behind a  
legacy of her faith, family, and a joyful spirit. �1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�������������������������'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U������������������

A Life Well Lived

A life well lived is a precious gift
Of hope and strength and grace,

From someone who has made our world
A brighter, better place

It’s filled with moments, sweet and sad
With smiles and sometimes tears,

With friendships formed and good times 
shared

And laughter through the years.
A life well lived is a legacy

Of joy and pride and pleasure,
A living, lasting memory

Our grateful hearts will treasure
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