
Celebrating The Life Of
Bette Hess

September 16, 1932 - July 15, 2026

   Our beloved wife and mama left us on June 10th, 2026, after losing her battle 

with cancer. She was born in Park City, Montana on Jan 5th, 1963, to Cy and 

Joanne Cotton. She was raised by Berrnhart and Ruth Deutsch. Chris is 

proceeded in death by her parents her sisters Marilyn Overturf and Carolyn 

Greub.

   Chris is survived by her loving husband Bob Vail. Daughter Desi Powell 

(Mile City, Mt.) Reece French (Alaska) He two grandsons Leric (Leric man) and 

Lincoln (porkchop). Whom she loved verry much. Siblings John, Cheryl and 

numerous half siblings.
   Chris married Bob in 2013, and they moved to Alaska where she was a branch 
manager for the Alaska Commercial Company. Reece moved to Alaska and 
worked with her and Bob.
   Chris completed her college degree in horticultural in 2003 this was one of 
her proudest moments. She also worked at the Sheridan Home Depot for 
several years and many restaurants in Sheridan. Chris loved her job and the 
environment she was able to work in in Alaska her boss said it best in an email 
he sent out. Those of you that know Chris and the type of person she was and 
how much she absolutely loved her AC family and all things Alaska.  
   Chris was selfless to the least she did not want to be defined by her cancer 
diagnosis, and she did her best to keep her focus and attention on the store, 
her team and not herself. Chris was one of the hardest working store 
managers I have had the privilege of knowing and her dedication and passion 
for Alaska and the communities she severed are an example for others to live 
by. Chris' toughness was unmatched, she would be embarrassed by this, but I 
must share, several time Chris would go to Anchorage for treatment and fly 
back home after her chemo and go straight to the store once she was off the 
plane. As she told me once, " I have to check on the team" and they need me" 
She never had an excuse, she did not want help or pity, and she never let her 
diagnosis slow her down. We truly lost a champion, and she will be missed by 
all.
   Chris had a laugh that was contagious when she would laugh before long 
everyone would be laughing. She loved animals and wanted to start a pet 
rescue upon returning home. If Chris seen anyone hurting, she would go out 
of her way to make that person feel better rather it be a bad joke or a box of 
wine. Chris loved fishing, the mountains and flowers. She will be truly missed 
by all that knew and loved her.

To Honor The Life Of
Christine Cotton Vail

Sunday, August 30, 2026 at 10:00 am
Champion Kane Reception Hall

Ofciating ~ Pastor Doug Goodwin

Susan Elizabeth Kinney grew up in Sheridan, Wyoming and was a graduate of the Holy 
Name High School. She had four brothers and enjoyed all of them while growing up.

She was a graduate of the Carroll College in Montana earning a bachelor degree in 
Medical Record Science and rose to become the Chief of Medical Administration Service 
during her long career with the VA healthcare system. 

She had two terrific and successful sons Donald and Richard who she loved dearly and an 
athletic grandson, Riley. She spent as much time with him as she could. She met Dr. 
Christopher Lowther at the VA hospital in Cheyenne and they eventually married and 
moved to Cody, Wyoming where he established a practice in Dermatology and Internal 
medicine and he attributes his success to her knowledge of the healthcare system. She 
involved herself with her sons many sports activities such as basketball, football, skiing 
and fishing and loved to attend her grandsons hockey and lacrosse games. She enjoyed 
gardening and refurbishing furniture.

She and her husband had a good life together. They traveled often to Italy to see his Italian 
friends and also to New England, Australia and New Zealand. She was a person who 
never had a bad word for anyone. One young woman who worked in the Cody office 
described her as "having the biggest heart she had ever seen." Her husband will miss her 
dearly and is grateful for the long loving marriage they had together.
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