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Building Welfare:
Not Adding It…
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Why
Not adding it?

Core to Strategy

Cultural Shift from 
“Have to” to “Want to”
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Equine welfare in Saudi 
Arabia is backed by clear 
national welfare statements, 
led and enforced by key 
governing entities, ensuring 
alignment with international 
best practices

Targeted focus on 
veterinary capacity through 
Continuous Professional 
Development (CPD) 
programs, including certified 
veterinary welfare courses 
to upskill practitioners 
across the sector

A dedicated regulations and 
standards project has 
introduced 14 new equine 
welfare and biosecurity 
standards, strengthening 
consistency, compliance, 
and sector readiness

Strong governance
& policy foundation

Capability building & 
professional standards

Regulations & 
standards 

development

SEA contributions to the equestrian Value chain

Nat. Equestrian
Strategy &
Funding

Industry 
Regulation

Vet, Welfare & 
Biosecurity

Infrastructure 
Development

Breeding People 
Development

Logistics & 
Supply Chain 
Development

Awareness & 
Promotion

Events & 
Competitions

Policy Coordination & Enablement Activation
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Growing global integration 
through collaboration with 
World Equine Veterinary 
Association (WEVA), 
including hosting welfare 
workshops, and active 
representation on the board 
of World Organisation for 
Animal Health (WOAH)

International 
engagement
& recognition

Enhancing national regulations for horse 
movement within the Kingdom to 
strengthen horse health and welfare
Providing fast-track clearance for horses 
through the Authorized Economic Operator 
(AEO) at GCC Customs Union land ports

Logistics Infrastructure and SC 
development
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Sector Enabler 

Horse Biosecurity 
and Welfare 

Ministries & 
Authorities

Equestrian Sports 
Regulators 

Giga 
Projects

& Initiatives

OUR Ecosystem
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Major Investments Across 
the Equestrian Ecosystem

 AlUla Equestrian Village  Red Sea Equestrian City

 Qiddiya Horse City  Riyadh’s Sports Boulevard 
(Equestrian Trails in the Capital)
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01

02

03 Strengthening data 
collection systems

Training tools and 
certification pathways

Review of current equine 
regulation and development 
minimum standards

In Practice



Coherence
Connecting governance, infrastructure, skills, 

and accountability.

“Not adding welfare later,
But building it in from the beginning”
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Thank 
you Because when the system works, 
horses thrive. 
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