
 

 

How Were Bikkurim Brought to the Temple? 
 

Source Sheet by Rachel Buckman 
 
One of the names of Shavuot in the Torah is the Festival of the First Fruits. These 
first fruits (bikkurim) are traditionally of the “seven species” – the special 
agricultural produce of the Land of Israel: wheat, barley, grapes, figs, 
pomegranates, olives, and dates (Deuteronomy 8:8). According to Jewish 
tradition, the bikkurim were brought to the priests in the Temple in Jerusalem, as 
described in the verse below. 
 
Text 1 

 
Text 2 
Additional information about how to bring the bikkurim to Jerusalem is provided 
in the following verse . 

 
Text 3 
The procedure is further described in the Mishnah in Tractate Bikkurim. 
The text talks about the cities of the maamad. To facilitate a rotation of priests 
serving in the Temple, the country was divided into twenty-four districts 
(mishmarot or maamadot). The city of the maamad was the city where the head of 
the maamad lived. When bringing the bikkurim, the inhabitants of the entire 
district would gather in the city of the maamad and together travel to Jerusalem. 

 ט שמות כ״ג:י״
ָ ֣ אדְַמָ  ֙ בכִּוּרֵּי ית֗ רֵאשִׁ  בִ  ֔ תְך ֵּ  יא֕ תָּ ָ ֑ אלֱקֶֹ ' ה ית֖ ב  יך

 
Exodus 23:19 

The choice first fruits of your soil you shall bring to the house of the LORD your 
God...  

 

 דברים כ״ו:ב׳ 
בִ  ר֨ אשֲֶׁ  ה֗ הָאדֲָמָ  י֣ כלָּ־פרְִּ  ׀ ית֣ מֵרֵאשִׁ  ֞ (ב) ולְקַָחְתָּ  ָ ֽ מֵ  יא֧ תָּ ָ ֛ אלֱקֶֹ ' ה ר֨ אשֲֶׁ  ֛ ארְַצךְ ָ  ן֥ נתֵֹ  יך ְ ֖ ל ַׂמְתָּ  ך  נאֶ֑ בטֶַּ  ֣ ושְ

ָ ֔ אלֱקֶֹ ' ה ֙ יבִחְרַ ר֤ אשֲֶׁ  וםֹ֔ אלֶ־המַָּק  ֙ לכַתְָּ ֽ והְָ ֵּ  יך כ ֹ ֖ שְׁמ ן֥ לשְַׁ  ׃םֽ שָׁ  ו
 
Deuteronomy 26:2 

(2) You shall take some of every first fruit of the soil, which you harvest from the 
land that the LORD your God is giving you, put it in a basket and go to the place 
where the LORD your God will choose to establish His name. 
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Discussing the Texts 
 

● What are bikkurim? 
● Who brings bikkurim? 
● Where are bikkurim brought to? Who are they given to? 
● What are the bikkurim put in? 
● Describe the trip to Jerusalem. If you had been there, what would you have 

seen and heard? 
● What questions do you have about the bikkurim ceremony? 

 
 
 

 ג׳ -משנה ביכורים ג׳:ב׳
 ֵּ ל יצדַ מַעלֲיִן אתֶ הבַכִּוּרִּים. כלָּ העָיֲרָותֹ שֶׁבמַַּּעמֲָד מִתְכנַּסְּותֹ לעָיִר שֶׁל מַעמֲָד, ולְנָיִן ברְִּחובֹהָּ שֶׁ (ב) כ

ים. ולְמַַּשְׁכיִּם, היָהָ המְַמֻנהֶּ אומֵֹר ּ נכִנְסִָין לבַתִָּּ  :ירמיה עיִר, ולְאֹ היָו
ּ ונְעַלֲהֶ ציִוּןֹ אלֶ ביֵּת   ה' אלֱקֵֹינוּ: קומּו

ורֹ הולֹךְֵ  אנֵיִם והְעָנֲבָיִם, והְרְָחוקִֹים מְביִאיִם גרְּוגֹרָותֹ וצְמִּוקִּים. והְשַּׁ (ג) הַקְּרובֹיִם מְביִאיִם הַתְּ
מַּגיִּעִ  ים קָרובֹ לפִנְיֵהֶם, וקְַרְניָו מְצפֻוּתֹ זהָבָ, ועַטֲֶרֶת שֶׁל זיַתִ ברְּאֹשׁוֹ. החֶלָיִל מַכהֶּ לפִנְיֵהםֶ, עדַ שֶׁ

 ְ ּ אתֶ בכִּוּרֵּיהֶם. הַפחַּותֹ, הַסְּגנָיִם ו ּ לפִנְיֵהֶם, ועְטְִּרו ליַםִ, שָׁלחְו ּ קָרובֹ ליִרושָּׁ הַגזִּבְרִָּים ליִרושָּׁליָםִ. הִגיִּעו
ּ יוצֹאְיִם. וכְלָ בעַּלֲיֵ אמָֻּניִוּתֹ שֶׁביִּרושָּׁ  ליַםִ עומְֹדִים לפִנְיֵהֶם  יוצֹאְיִם לקְִרָאתָם. לפְיִ כבְודֹ הַנכִּנְסִָים היָו

ּ אנַשְֵׁי המַָּקוםֹ פלְּונֹיִ, באָּתֶם לשְָׁלוםֹ:   ושְׁואֹלֲיִן בשְִּׁלומָֹם, אחַיֵנו
 

Mishnah Bikkurim 3:2-3 

)2 (  How were the bikkurim taken up [to Jerusalem]? All [the inhabitants of] the 
cities of the maamad would assemble in the city of the maamad, and they 
would spend the night in the open street and they would not enter any of the 
houses. Early in the morning the officer would say: “Let us arise and go up to 
Zion, into the house of the Lord our God” (Jeremiah 31:5) . 

(3) Those who lived near [Jerusalem] would bring fresh figs and grapes, while 
those who lived far away would bring dried figs and raisins. An ox would go in 
front of them, his horns bedecked with gold and with an olive-crown on its 
head. The flute would play before them until they would draw close to 
Jerusalem. When they drew close to Jerusalem they would send messengers in 
advance, and they would adorn their bikkurim. The governors and chiefs and 
treasurers [of the Temple] would go out to greet them, and according to the 
rank of the entrants they would go forth. All the skilled artisans of Jerusalem 
would stand up before them and greet them saying, “Our brothers, men of such 
and such a place, we welcome you in peace.” 


