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Biblical Stories on Ancient Maps

Ancient maps were often not drawn to scale or to provide directions, instead, they were used
to transmit information. Ancient maps of Israel include depictions of biblical stories and cities,
some of which still exist today. The biblical events and locations that the cartographer chose to
include in the map provide us with information about the map’s purpose. Can you find all of the
events and locations on the map using the biblical clues provided?

Group Activity

In groups, use the bible verses provided to find the corresponding event or location on the map
you were provided with. Focus on the images on the map. The language of the map does not
matter.

Discussion Questions
e Are there locations included in the map that surprised you? Are there any locations you
expected to see on the map but didn’t?
e Are there events depicted that surprised you? Are there any events you expected to see
on the map but didn‘t?
e Who was the map’s intended audience?
e What was the cartographer’s goal?
e How are the same events or cities depicted similarly or differently on the maps?

Creative Activity

Each learner selects an important event or location to depict in the circle on their worksheet to
create a Class Collage. Learners write a clue to help their classmates find their event or location
in the collage.

Primary Sources in This Lesson

e Map of the Promised Land and the Progression of the Children of Israel, 1586

o Thelourney of Forty Years in the Desert and the Breadth and Length of the Holy Land, 1695
o Exodus, 1562

e The Map of the Land, Which is Called the Land of Promises, 1600

o The Location of the Promised Land of the Holy Bible, 1590



https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5fc362177f496c31e6f54e24/6a45f6350bac9b3d573f6708_Sacred%20Geography%20-%20Primary%20sources%20(2).pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5fc362177f496c31e6f54e24/6a45f6350bac9b3d573f6708_Sacred%20Geography%20-%20Primary%20sources%20(2).pdf
https://www.nli.org.il/en/maps/NNL_ALEPH990023691990205171/NLI#$FL35704940
https://www.nli.org.il/en/maps/NNL_MAPS_JER990023692240205171/NLI#$FL35704928
https://www.nli.org.il/en/maps/NNL_ALEPH990023688900205171/NLI#$FL35704919
https://www.nli.org.il/en/maps/NNL_ALEPH990023696150205171/NLI#$FL35704926
https://www.nli.org.il/en/maps/NNL_ALEPH990023682460205171/NLI#$FL44436240
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Worksheet - Teacher's Answer Key

Map English Translation Hebrew Verse Description Location Event
4 | (1) God provided a huge fish to nx V727 7112 37 ‘0101 (X) Jonahis X" & x:2 nm
5 | swallow Jonah, and Jonah NY'7¢ 170 'wpa ngit i it | swallowed and

remained in the fish’s belly three :ni77 ny7wii o1 | spit out by the
days and three nights. TNIX X7 277 DX (RM) fish

(11) God commanded the fish, and 1Y 7x ngi

it spewed Jonah out upon dry

land.

1 (3) And all the people took off the mu nx oy 72171901 (1) | Collecting the ninw 72y

3 | goldrings that were in their ears 7X X111 DNITXA WX 20T gold and T-1:12"7 ant
and brought them to Aaron. (4) ¥ DTN Nl (T) 10X molding the
This he took from them and cast N20D 73V 1Ny 0INA INX Golden Calf
inamold, and made itinto a WX 7RI TN AR DN
molten calf. And they exclaimed, “01¥D YIXD 17y
“This is your god, O Israel, who
brought you out of the land of
Egypt!”

1 (6) God sent serpents against the D'wnin nx oya ‘n nyyn (1) | Punishment of 12N wnl

4 | people. They bit the people and NI DYDTNX DU 0191wn | snakes; Jews ask [ n-1:x"> | nwinin
many of the Israelites died. (7) The | nyn xan (v) :7x1wma7-ny | for forgiveness,
people came to Moses and said, 121IX0N 1N NWD 7x | and recovery
“We sinned by speaking against ‘nYX 791N 121 ‘N2 11127
God and against you. Intercede 779111 UNINTNX 117YN 101
with God to take away the ‘N apxn (N) tovin Tva nun
serpents from us!” And Moses D1 Y N7 NYY NN 7X
interceded for the people. (8) Y30 72 M1 07 7y inX
Then God said to Moses, “Make a IININX DX
serpent figure and mount it on a
standard. And anyone who was
bitten who then looks at it shall
recover.”

2 (24) God rained upon Sodom and 7v1 0707y 1'opn ‘N1 (T"D) | Destruction of nwx1 DITO
Gomorrah sulfurous fire from God | 1n ‘n nxn wx1 191 NIy Sodom and -T"3:0™ X
out of heaven (25) annihilating NX qon1 (") :omun Gomorrah n"
those cities and the entire Plain, NX1 7290 72 NX1 7XD DTV
and all the inhabitants of the INPTXD NDYI D1V 1Y 72
cities and the vegetation of the
ground.

25 [ (27) When the donkey now saw ‘0o nx ingn xamp (TI) | Donkey seesthe | 1202 nv71
the angel of God, she lay down 9x 071 Dy72 nnR yaim | angel and stops, ™>3:" NX NOM
under Balaam, and Balaam was “yma 1inx) nx 11 oyya | and Balaam hits nnxn
furious and beat the donkey with it
his stick.
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(21) Then Moses held out his arm DD 7y iT X nYn A1 (X"D) | Moses raises his ninw nvny7
over the sea and God drove back 077 2 o ny nyin | hands, the sea X" Q10 O
the sea with a strong east wind all DI NX DR N7 72ty | osplits, and the a">-

that night, and turned the sea into (a"2) : o 1vi7an n2nY Jews walk

dry ground. The waters were split, DI 7iNA XY 12 1K through

(22) and the Israelites went into npin DN7 0PN NYa1a

the sea on dry ground, the waters :D7XNYNI DD

forming a wall for them on their

right and on their left.

(4) And God said to Moses, “l will 1730 NN 7x ‘N pxn (T) | God tells Moses nnv n
rain down bread for you from the DY 1n 0N7 027 1'unY | that he willsend | n-T:t"o

sky, and the people shall go out ipi'a ni' 127101771 DY XX manna

and gather each day that day’s DX 'NNIN2 1710 190X 1yn7

portion that | may thus test them, wwn nina npt (N) X7

to see whether they will follow NINTIXIA WYX X 13101

my instructions or not. (5) But on 10 DIT10§771 WX 7Y NIYD

the sixth day, when they

apportion what they have

brought in, it shall prove to be

double the amount they gather

each day.”

(15) We undertake to cut down as 1 D}y N12313n3X1 (1"0) Trees of o' MaT Y
many trees of Lebanon as you 17 ox'231 127¥ 729 113270 Lebanon were 1"o:aa 11270
need, and deliver them to you as | n7ym nmx1io! o1 7y NiTo9Y sent for the nn7
rafts by sea to Jaffa; you will DY DX Temple UTi7DN
transport them to Jerusalem.”

(18) Now Mount Sinai was all in 1oni72 1wy 1170 101 (0" [ Moses goes to ninv 1310 10
smoke, for God had come down 7viiuxa ‘n 7y T WX | the top of Mt. >-n"uo™M

upon it in fire; the smoke rose like 72 TIN11Y220 1WY2 i3Yy | Sinai and speaks

the smoke of a kiln, and the 7i7 011 (0™) 1 TXN DD with God

whole mountain trembled YN TXD 7T017in 19U

violently. (19) The blare of the (2) :7i72 133y D'7X AT

horn grew louder and louder. As UX1 7X 1770 1077y ‘0 T

Moses spoke, God answered him UX1 7X NUDT7 ‘N X171 100

in thunder. (20) God came down (VR iRhh)

upon Mount Sinai, on the top of

the mountain, and God called

Moses to the top of the mountain

and Moses went up.

(2) Looking up, he saw three nIn XM 1y X Q) [ Abraham sees nwx1l DNNaX
figures standing near him. As X117y D1axI oW nY7y | three men and a:n™ DIX7D1
soon as he saw them, he ran from 70XD NN9N DNX177 Y11 greets them

the entrance of the tent to greet INXIXINAYL

them and, bowing to the ground,

(17) Remember what Amalek did 7 nwy 2w nx aior () | Command to 0T nnn7m
to you on your journey, after you ' Tt;gﬁxixn ﬂﬂfﬂ'ﬂ)y remember ™" 770V
left Egypt 1DMYPN Amalek
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(8) God stiffened the heart of
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and he
gave chase to the Israelites. As
the Israelites were departing
defiantly, (9) the Egyptians gave
chase to them, and all the chariot
horses of Pharaoh, his riders, and
his warriors overtook them
encamped by the sea, near Pi-
hahiroth, before Baal-zephon.

170 nv19 27 Nk ‘n 7en (M)
7X701 132 "I0X 9TV D1¥D
10D TR ORY 7 I
DN™MINX DN¥N 19711 (V)

72 D10 7y DIN DNiIX 1w
i7'01 1"Y191 NV19 137 D10
119X 7y2 1197 NN 19 7Y

(31) A wind from God started up,
swept quail from the sea and
strewed them over the camp,
about a day’s journey on this side
and about a day’s journey on that
side, all around the camp, and
some two cubits deep on the
ground.

271 ‘N XN o3 D1 (X"7)
nINPD 7y Yo D1 1N 017Y
N2 Di' 4375 12 DI 7y

,,,,,

(Y 9

(28) So they shouted louder, and
gashed themselves with knives
and spears, according to their
practice, until the blood streamed
over them.

(37) Answer me, God, answer me,
that this people may know that
You, God, are God; for You have
turned their hearts backward.”
(38) Then fire from God
descended and consumed the
burnt offering, the wood, the
stones, and the earth; and it
licked up the water that was in
the trench.

7iT2 7i72 1771 (n"D)
Ni1IN2 DPQUN2ITTATML
*Di'7y DT19W TY D'NDIN
DY VT Y Dy (TY7)
NIIXT DX N NDX 12 N
:NINX D27 NX N20N

NX 72X7M1 ‘N WX 7om1 (N"7)
D'J2X) NXT DY) NXTN7VQ)
YK 0D NXT 9V NXI
:N2N7 N7yna

(49) David put his hand into the
bag; he took out a stone and
slung it. It struck the Philistine in
the forehead; the stone sank into
his forehead, and he fell face
down on the ground.

7XiT nx TIT N7Yn (0"D)
11 V7i7'112% OWD N7 1720
VAOM1iN¥N 7X "AY79D NX

1179 7y 7971 iNxX0N2 12X7)
TNYX

(1) Joshua son of Nun, secretly
sent two men from Shittim as
spies, saying, “Go, reconnoiter
the region of Jericho.” So they set
out, and they came to the house
of a certain prostitute named
Rahab and lodged there.

0 11312 yYini n7¢n (X)
D'7410 D'YIX DY D'OYD
YIXDTNX IX1 107 INX7 N
NYX N2 1X21110771 N1 NX
INRY12DYN AN AN NJIT

Pharoah chases ninw nvio
the Jews o-n:T™ QTN
nnx
'"JJ
Quiail fall all over 12TNa 17}
the ground X"7:x"
The Jews X DDXTD 17X
worship Ba‘al & n">:n™ 1
and Elijah calls n"7-t"7 7DD
out to God who

answers him

David uses his X 7XIDY mT
slingshot to kill o"n:t" nX7I

Goliath
Joshua sends X:1 yunLn mnne
spies to Jericho
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(15) God settled the Human in the nx 07X ‘n nign (1"v) | Man is created nwx1 1TV I
garden of Eden, to till it and tend ATAVY7 1TV 11210031 0Tx | in the Garden of 1"ua
it. 1Ay | Eden to live and
rule
(5) In Hebron he reigned over N yy q7p jinana (M) | David moves his | a7xinw | o7orm
Judah seven years and six months, DWJTN NYW1 01IY Vi palace to N
and in Jerusalem, he reigned over | W7y D7y D DE7YINI Jerusalem
all Israel and Judah thirty-three TN XV 7Y Y
years.
(19) And then Abraham buried his Dn12aX 127 12 X1 (") | Sarah is buried NwWwxI 1man
wife Sarah in the cave of the field | nTY Ny 7x iRYX "W NX in Hebron 0"1a"
of Machpelah, facing Mamre, X1 XIPD 19 7V n79300
now Hebron, in the land of 11v12 YIxa 1inan
Canaan.
(18) As soon as the priests who XW1 01020 Ni7ya 1 (n™) The ark is Ty yuI
bore the Ark of God’s Covenant carried across 3>-n™ 71712

came up out of the Jordan, and
the feet of the priests stepped
onto the dry ground, the waters
of the Jordan resumed their
course, flowing over its entire bed
as before. (19) The people came
up from the Jordan on the tenth
day of the first month, and
encamped at Gilgal on the
eastern border of Jericho. (20)
And Joshua set up in Gilgal the
twelve stones they had taken
from the Jordan.

1773 TV iR ‘N N iy
120D 7X DD 711 N9
12771 DRITNT 1TV "R 1aYn
$1MIT1 72 7y DIY7Y 7innd

T 1017y Dyl (0")
11071 1iYXIN YUTN7 1wyl
(3) :in P Nxi7a 73712
0'72X0 YWY D'DY NXI
ITHD D AN77 WX N7X0)
173732 yYin 070

the Jordan River,
and the 12

stones are made

into a memorial

Where to Find the Events on the Map

Map 1

1. Golden Calf / antn 7av- bottom center of the map

2. Bronze Snake / nwinin wni- right center of the map

3. Splitting of the Red Sea / 910 0' nyn7- left bottom of the map

4. Pharaoh Chases after the Jews / 1”312 Mnx 111 nv9o- left bottom of the map, next to the

splitting of the Red Sea

5. Jerusalem / n'7win1- center of the map, near the Mediterranean Sea

6. Gan Eden / 17V 13- top right corner of the map
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Map 2
1. Balaam hits the donkey / 1mxn nx n>'n nv7a- left center of the map
2. Mt. Sinai / 10 n- right top of the map
3. Trees of Lebanon sent to build the Temple / wTi7nn N7 113270 xv- the coast of the
Mediterranean Sea
4. Sodom and Gomorrah / nnxi1 niTo- right of center, in the Dead Sea
5. Abraham greets the three angels / nx7nn nwi7w1 nnnax- center of the map
6. Jerusalem / nr'7win- center of the map
Map 3
1. Golden Calf / antn 7av- bottom right of the map
2. Manna/ 1n- bottom center of the map
3. War with Amalek / 77mv nn'7n- bottom center of the map
4. Hebron / 11man- right of center of the map
5. Quail / 1"'7x- center of the map above the manna
6. Jericho / 1nm1- top right of the map, below the border
Map 4
1. Pharaoh Chases after the Jews / 1”32 qnx 97111 nv19o- bottom left of the map
2. Jonah / ni- center of the sea
3. Bronze Snake / nwinin wni- bottom center of the map
4. Manna / 1n- bottom left center of the map
5. Splitting of the Red Sea / 910 ' nyj7- bottom left of the map
6. Mt. Sinai / 1770 7n- bottom center of the map
Map 5
1. Jonah / nin- left of center of the Mediterranean Sea
2. Balaam hits the donkey / n1nxn nx n>'n nv71- center along the left edge of the map
3. War with Amalek / 77mv nn'7n- top of the Dan region at the center of the map
4. Joshua in Gilgal / 71721 vuin- under the river between the green and yellow sections at the
center of the map
5. David and Goliath / nx'7121 17- top left of the map above the Kinneret
6. Elijah on Mt. Carmel / 7010 702 1n7x- left of the map on the border with the Mediterranean

Sea



