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Learning with PaRDeS

PaRDeS is a traditional four-level framework for Jewish learning. In this activity, the

PaRDeS approach has been adapted to help learners engage more deeply with

primary sources and explore questions of Jewish identity and peoplehood.

Group Activity
Provide each learner with an assembled PaRDeS roadmap.

Introduce learners to the steps of PaRDeS, so learners can apply PaRDeS to their

assigned primary source.

Creative Activity

Choose a set of primary sources for learners to analyze using PaRDeS based on your

own preference (location, type, theme). To not influence their analysis, do not

share the theme of the primary sources with your class.
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You can choose primary sources from The Collective

In pairs, learners analyze their primary source using the PaRDeS system, taking

notes in their notebooks as they go.

Discussion Questions

What did you discover about the community where this primary source

originated?

What secret did you uncover?
How does it connect to your Jewish identity?
How does it connect to Jewish peoplehood and the Jewish community?

Video What Is a Primary Source?



https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5fc362177f496c31e6f54e24/6a46187da3c1eb9b8b74641c_PaRDeS%20-%20Shanna%20Tova%20Cards%20Primary%20Sources.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5fc362177f496c31e6f54e24/6a4618db6acf5b93c3520874_PaRDeS%20-%20Simchat%20Torah%20Flags%20Primary%20Sources.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5fc362177f496c31e6f54e24/6a461854d4bbb09a132fd486_PaRDeS%20-%20Israel%20Primary%20Sources.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5fc362177f496c31e6f54e24/6a461854d4bbb09a132fd486_PaRDeS%20-%20Israel%20Primary%20Sources.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5fc362177f496c31e6f54e24/6a4617b5de023616abea2871_PaRDes%20-%20Education%20Primary%20Sources%20.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5fc362177f496c31e6f54e24/6a4615b69a0d87beb81b886f_PaRDeS%20-%20Assorment%20Primary%20Sources.pdf
https://education-en.nli.org.il/the-collective#gallery
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0TI48BmZNo

