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The Learning Zone Newsletter January – February 2026
Dates for your diary.
A warm welcome back to our existing parents and for those who are new to the Learning Zone, welcome to our nursery. We hope your children enjoy their time here. Over the coming weeks you will be introduced to your key worker who will help your child settle into our nursery.

Valentines’ day Activity Session: Friday 13th Feb 09:20 - 10:00am children can invite somebody they love to our valentine’s activity session

February Half Term: Monday 16th – Friday 20th February      INSET DAY - Nursery CLOSED - Tuesday 3rd March

World Book Day dress up week: wc 2nd – 6th March

Jelly Tots (Netty, Sarah & Sophie) – Parents/carers please bring your child into the room to find their name on the table.
Jelly Beans (Janet & Lisa) – Please let the children remove and hang up their own coats on the lower pegs of the blue rack and bags should be placed in the baskets below, this is to help promote independence and school readiness. Please let them walk down by themselves to find their names (unless they are distressed).

Please can we ask that if you are inside the nursery that you do not let other parents/visitors into the setting, this will be done by a member of Nursery staff. Thank you
2-year check
Please could you let us know if your child has had their 2-year check recently and provide us with a copy (this will be in their red book, we are happy to photocopy it for you). These will be done with your health visitor. If you have any concerns at all then, please let us know and this can be discussed with your child’s keyworker.
You can also discuss progress with your child’s Keyworker get a summary of your child’s prime areas.

Extra Hours – April 2026
We will be looking at offering extra hours where possible, these will be allocated as fairly as possible. The deadline will be 31/01/2026

Funding Eligibility checkers:
Working parents of children aged 9 months (the term after they turn 9 months) and above will be entitled to 30 hours free childcare per week. (This will be dependent on your settings availability).
Funding Eligibility checker: www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/eligibility-checker 

Session prices:

Morning Session: 09:20 – 12:20: £27.00		All day session: 09:20 –14:20: £45.00

Please be aware that when paying your invoice, we are only able to accept bank transfers, childcare vouchers or Cash (where possible, please have the correct amount as we have very limited change).
** If payments are not made by the invoice due date, then late fees will be applied. **
(Invoices will be sent out via email at the beginning of each term)

Facebook & Instagram
If you are on Facebook or Instagram please give our pages a follow/like (The Learning Zone), we are regularly updating it with information. Also, as part of our parent partnership we would appreciate it if you could leave a review about our nursery, this would be very much appreciated. In addition if there is anything that you would like to see on our social media, please drop us an email.

Uniform – My Clothing
Uniform can be purchased via the ‘My Clothing’ website www.myclothing.com the link is also available on our Facebook page.
We do have a uniform swap basket for you to take or donate any unused uniform.

Personal belongings
Please can we ask that all personal belongs are clearly named (including, coats, hats, bags, jumpers, packed lunch boxes, snack pots and water bottles etc...) Thank You.
Please make sure children are dressed for all weathers i.e. wellies, hats, gloves etc… (Named wellies can be left at Nursery)

[bookmark: _Hlk213829587]Parent/Carer Partnership - IMPORTANT
As part of our parent partnership, it is important that parents/carers let us know how your child’s day has started e.g. how did they sleep, did they eat breakfast etc… there are lots of different aspects that may affect your child’s day at Nursery. In addition to this, if your child has been given Calpol, Nurofen etc… please inform a member of staff on the door and they will ask you to write up why they have had it, at what time and how much they have had. Please consider if they are well enough to attend if they have had to have Calpol/Nurofen etc...

*Home Learning – Please let us know (via email) what you would like to see your child come home with e.g. maths games, reading, sounds etc…

Lending Library
From January 2026 we will be running our lending Library again, this will be located in the foyer. Please just write your child’s name, the date and the book that you have borrowed.

Personal information
Please make sure that you keep us updated with any personal information changes, whether this be address, phone number, emergency contacts etc… It is also important that you drop us an email/text with any recent vaccinations (pre school booster, flu etc…) and/or dental visits.

[bookmark: _Hlk213829653]Absences
If your child is going to be absent from nursery for any reason i.e., sickness, holiday etc... please call, text or email before their session starts to let us know so we can add it to our registers.

[bookmark: _Hlk176516285]Different pick up
If there is going to be a different pick up for your child, please can we ask that you call us to let us know and not text or email. This is to ensure that we follow the correct Safeguarding procedures.

Medication
Please DO NOT leave medication in your child’s bag whilst at Nursery, medication can only be given by a member of staff if a care plan has been filled out and medication has been prescribed by a doctor. If there are any changes to your child’s health, medication etc... please let a member of staff know.
Please see our Sickness & illness policy for further information
Medical History – If your child has any medical history that we need to be aware of, please can you make sure we have copies of any letters from professionals etc... We cannot allow a child to come into the nursery without their records being supplied. 

Voluntary contributions
During each term we ask that all parents/carers with funded children contribute a small amount of £10.00 per term to our Nursery to enrich the quality of our children’s learning. The scheme is voluntary and allows us to maintain a high and varied standard of teaching for our children and to provide quality resources for them to explore and learn.
Healthy Packed Lunches & Snack (WE ARE A NUT FREE SETTING)	[image: Image result for fruit]				
The Learning Zone promotes healthy eating and independence, we ask for your support in this when filling your child’s packed lunch box. Please make sure your child’s items are in a named lunch box and that a named bottle of water is provided. 
(Please leave chocolate/sweet treats for home time, this is in line with our healthy eating policy.)

** Please ensure that snack is either a piece of fruit or vegetable **
Daily Snack – Tots: Please put any fruit/Veg on the trolley provided (Tots will have a shared snack)
	          Beans: Please bring your snack in a clearly named container or bag. (Beans will eat their own snack)

This is a gentle reminder that only fresh fruit/veg should be provided for snack, we do not permit breakfast bars, fruit based snacks such as winders, yoghurt covered snacks etc…Please do not provide popcorn as a snack/lunch option.

We have provided a list of the 14 allergens for your information; these are displayed on our notice board so please feel free to take a look.  If you are putting sausages, grapes, cherries or strawberries in your child’s packed lunch, please ensure these are cut into pieces of 4 under the new health and safety guidelines.

For healthy food ideas and activities please take a look at the change for life website https://www.nhs.uk/change4life

Please can we ask that you only provide WATER in the children’s drinks bottles



Special Educational Needs & Disabilities (SEND)
If you have any concerns regarding your child’s speech/language and/or development, please speak to your child’s keyworker or our SENCO’s (Lisa, Netty or Sarah). 
We have SEND Booklet located in the foyer, please take time to read through this.

Alternatively, there is a drop-in centre for speech and language at Danestrete Health Centre, Stevenage Monday – Friday between 08.30-16.30 – 01438 737740
Useful information: www.hct.nhs.uk/our-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy/
Please let us know if you have been so we can work in partnership and offer any support that we can.

SEND Advice for Parents/Carers (External term time only)
Speech, Language, communication and Autism needs: Tues & Wed 1.30 – 4pm 01442 453920
Early Years: Wed 9am – 12pm & Thur 1.30 – 4pm 01442 453920

SEND information and lots more information for parents/carers - https://www.stevenagedspl.org.uk/page/?title=Local+Offer&pid=49 

Useful links for SEND support groups and courses:	SPACE: 01920 452270	admin@spaceherts.org.uk
https://spaceherts.org.uk/
https://spaceherts.org.uk/events/ 
https://angelssupportgroup.org.uk/ 

Family Centre: 
Register with your local family centre via this link - https://www.hertsfamilycentres.org/sign-up.aspx 
Events - https://www.hertsfamilycentres.org/events/whats-on-at-family-centres-in-hertfordshire.aspx 
Support for children, young people, their parents, families and carers, email  stevenage.fcsenquiries@barnardos.org.uk or telephone: 0300 1237572
 

Complaint’s procedure
If you have any concerns, our managers are happy to listen and try to resolve any problems or concerns you may have. Our policy on this is available in the foyer for you to read or upon request. We strongly believe working closely in Partnership with our families and value any comments and ideas. These can be emailed to us or written down and handed in.
OFSTED Registration number: 2525164 Website: www.ofsted.gov.uk/parents Tel: 0300 123 1231      

Alternative, if you would like to leave a positive review of our Nursery, please use this link: https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

Safeguarding
Just a reminder that if a different adult is going to be picking up your child from nursery, please tell the member of staff on the door at drop off, this will be written down in the ‘change of pick up’ book. The adult will then need the password and will be required to sign the book on pick up. If your usual pick-up changes during the day, please call the nursery to inform us of this. If we receive a text/email we will have to call you to confirm. 
If this is a regular pick up, please send us an email confirming the change, this will then be attached to your contact’s form.

Pre-existing injuries
If your child comes into Nursery with a pre-existing injury, you will be asked to fill out a form with all the details of the injury, when and how it occurred etc... prior to you bringing your child into Nursery. There will be forms available in the foyer in a purple folder.
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/childrens-social-care/child-protection/hertfordshire-safeguarding-children-partnership/hscp.aspx 

Resources
We are always looking for donated resources for our Nursery, this can be anything from soil/plants/logs, old phones/cameras, locks/keys etc… these would be very much appreciated.

A few helpful tips
· Please put the children in shoes and clothes that they are easily able to put on and take off themselves, this will help with their independence and preparing to be ‘school ready’.
· Please provide a coat that suits the weather
· Please provide a bag with a change of clothes (pants/knickers, socks, trousers, T-shirt) and with nappies and wipes (where required).

For more term dates and information, please look at our website: https://www.learningzonenurserypartnership.co.uk/
Thank you for your continued support! Tel: 07747 411137 – Email: thelearningzonenursery@hotmail.com  – Facebook: The Learning Zone – Instagram: thelearningzonenursery 
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