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In line with our Mission Statement 
we exist to promote and encourage 
the visionary design and architectural work 
of Charles Rennie Mackintosh, 
as well as the ground-breaking industrial 
design work and enlightened patronage 
of Wenham Bassett-Lowke to as wide 
an audience as possible, both in the UK 
and the wider world. 

Our work is centred around the preservation 
and protection of 78 Derngate, the Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh house, and its contents, an architectural 
document of early European modernism unique 
in England. Through preserving this historic house 
and its traditions, we hope to inspire future generations 
in the worlds of art and design, “to preserve the past 
for the future”, both in the physical objects we show, 
and the visionary design ideas which they embody.

We want to be open and accessible to all visitors 
to ensure the widest number of people can enjoy 
our buildings, collections, exhibitions and events. 
We hope that the following information will help 
you to plan and make the most of your 
visit to 78 Derngate. Entry to the exhibition galleries 
and information spaces as well as 
our cafe, The Dining Room, 
is free for everyone. 



Location

78 Derngate, the Charles Rennie Mackintosh House, is situated at:

78 Derngate
Northampton
NN1 1UH

Postcode of NN1 1UH in satnav gives the general location of lower Derngate. 78 is at the lower end, adjacent to the crossroads with the A5123 Bedford Road.

Plus code:  		9C4X64P5+8G

what3words:   	///input.shapes.gold

GPS:   		( 52.2358594,  -0.8912153 )

[image: ]


7.2 Getting Here

Public Transport
Northampton is served by bus services into the town centre. North Gate Bus Station is located at Bradshaw Street, NN1 3HL. 

Northampton Railway Station is located at Black Lion Hill, Northampton, Northamptonshire, NN1 1SP.

Parking
The museum is part of a row of terraced buildings, so unfortunately there is no onsite parking available. There are a limited number of on-street pay and display parking bays on Derngate, Guildhall Road, Castilian Street and Hazelwood Road. Parking is payable for two hours, no return within one hour. 

The nearest car parks are located at Albion Place (NN1 1UD), St John's (multi-storey, NN1 1HA) St Michaels (multi-storey, NN1 3HR) and Mayorhold (multi-storey, NN1 3AH).
Further information on town centre parking


7.3 Accessibility

Accessible Parking
There is no onsite accessible parking. Accessible parking bays for blue badge holders are located on Guildhall Road. Blue badge holders can park free in the pay and display parking bays on Derngate, Guildhall Road or St Giles Street.

Museum entrance
The museum entrance is located at number 82 Derngate. It has level access and clearly marked signboards at the entrance.

Lifts and access to museum and galleries
As a historic heritage building, restored to its original condition, there is partial access by lifts to the museum itself (top and bottom floors). Visitors with limited mobility can access the main rooms, supplemented by DVD films and photo albums of the content of inaccessible areas. The cafe, shop and all galleries and toilet are fully accessible.

Accessible toilets
There is a full range of toilets. The disabled access toilet is fully accessible via lift, or indirectly via a side gate. Our staff will be happy to assist.

Seating
Modern seating is provided in all areas of the museum for rest purposes, as well as portable stools for those unable to stand for long periods

Language guides
Copies of our guide material are available in a variety of languages, and some of our guides are able to lead tour groups in other languages. We have detailed photographic guides for those unable to reach every area of the museum, and an album of tactile samples relating to the house for those with visual impairment.

Audio Tour Guide
There is a full and detailed audio tour guide to the museum, voiced by actors, in which the people who designed and lived in the building introduce each room and give the visitor a flavour of what it was like to live here. The guide is available for free via our website and can be used to accompany the tour by using a smartphone. The text is also available as a written guide.

DVD video introduction to 78 Derngate 
All visitors, but especially those who may not be able to access every part of the building itself, are welcome to watch the dedicated 15 minute television film, narrated by the critic and presenter Eric Knowles, which introduces and analyses the house, leading to his final conclusion, “a gem of a building in a jewel of a town...”


Assistance animals
Trained assistance animals are welcome in the museum as long as they are working and are wearing their tabards or harness. Owners should bring the animal's Assistance Dogs (UK) identification book (or the appropriate international equivalent) with them. Dog bowls and water are available on request. Assistance animals must be kept with you at all times. The nearest toilet/toileting area for guide, assistant and companion animals is located at Becket's Park, Derngate, Northampton, NN1 1UH, next to the museum.

If you have any queries regarding access contact us using our online enquiry form.


7.4 	Implications of new Extension Atrium 2023/4

One of the key aims of the large new extension Atrium, completed in April 2023, was to improve access to both the historic 78 Derngate house, but also to all of our educational and gallery display spaces, as well as making all the public spaces roomier for wheelchair access and brighter and more welcoming for older or neurodivergent visitors.

All of the new glass atrium, containing the reception area and shop, together with access to The Dining Room are on street level, directly accessible from the Derngate street, with gentle slopes for direct wheelchair access. There is now a small wheelchair platform to take account of the differing floor levels across our three buildings, and to give access to the main lift, which can access all four floors of the main buildings. The summer glass terrace is fully accessible, and our newly extended garden is also fully accessible via the lift, as well as directly from the street by a side gate.





7.5 Future Plans & Issues for consideration

Improving access to 78 Derngate has always been a key aim of the 78 Derngate Northampton Trust’s development of the historic house and its adjoining properties, since the initial opening in 2003.

The historic house presents specific problems by the nature of its architecture, which make it impossible to install modern lifts within the fabric of the house itself, owing to fireplace positioning and space limitations. The original lift installation sought to achieve the best available compromise by accessing the lower ground and second floors of the house itself, together with all four floors of the adjoining gallery and educational spaces (numbers 80 and 82). 

For partially mobile visitors, the ground floor rooms of number 78 can also be accessed by temporarily unlocking the original street front door (usually locked) to gain access from street level. In addition, we offer comprehensive photo albums of the first floor rooms, together with a short DVD film, so that visitors with mobility issues are able to experience the house as fully as possible.

Within the historic structure of 78 it does not appear possible to achieve full access, but the advent of the new Extension Atrium has given a much larger reception and access area, as well as a summer terrace, all of which are fully accessible to all visitors.


Other issues of accessibility

The Trust is aware, through our visitor research (both through annual surveys and anecdotal observation) that the demographic of our visitors is often focused on either architectural specialists (students, academics, Mackintosh fans), or older white UK visitors who are interested in the architecture of the period.  Every year, we welcome many U3A, Arts Society, WI and National Trust groups. This focus appears, at first sight, to present a challenge in reaching a wider and more representative demographic of visitors.

However, drawing on the example of Glasgow’s efforts (from the 1990 year as European City of Culture, and since) to position the city as a centre of European modernist design, we are seeking to engage both local students (third, second and primary level), as well as the wider community, in accessing the Mackintosh House as an icon of 20th century design, and a beacon for the future. 

It is noticeable that, as one of the key centrepieces of Northampton’s Cultural Quarter initiative since 2013, the Mackintosh House demonstrates the important role played by innovative design in the development and history of the town of Northampton itself. Major 21st century initiatives for the design future of the town – for example the recent redevelopment of the historic Market Square, and plans for the former Corn Exchange and Peacock Way Centre – are driven by the same visionary zeal demonstrated by Wenman Bassett-Lowke in engaging a world-class architect in the early 20th century. 

In linking the Mackintosh House with the revolutionary “New Ways” house of 1926, and major modernist works such as the Mounts Baths and the Fire Station, the modern history of Northampton can be presented as a brave and surprising effort to engage with the forefront of modern design. 

The Trust aims to broaden its appeal to all age groups, and cultural and ethnic groups by widening its educational reach (for example, schools projects and university link-ups), but also via new work such as the ground-breaking Workbridge project, which invite a substantial group of neurodivergent students and adults from St Andrews Hospital to work at and respond to the work of Mackintosh at 78 Derngate. The resulting artworks were displayed in a major exhibition in our galleries, alongside the work of established artists, and brought this work to much wider public attention, as well as being a fascinating response to Mackintosh’s visual ideas.

Academic promotion of Mackintosh and his legacy are being aided by the hosting of post-graduate architectural students working on Mackintosh for doctoral theses, but also by such practical steps as a project working with the University of Northampton to create new lines of Mackintosh-inspired items for sale at our shop (scarves, towels, oven gloves, cards, prints). This 78 Contemporary Classics series serves to bring the legacy of Mackintosh’s visionary design genius into the new century, while inspiring students with CRM’s bold and unique ideas in their own work.

Thus the Trust aims to broaden its visitor demographic through educational and artistic initiatives, while also inspiring new generations through the example of a world-class architect’s work in a Midlands town.

Since the completion of the two-storey glass-sided extension, we have been able to host corporate events, private parties, civic and hertage celebrations, talks and even a fashion show in this additional space which serves to further raise our profile and widen the accessibility dynamic.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Additionally, having extended the gardens, apart from offering visitors an enhanced visit and appreciation of the part Mackintosh-inspired gardens we have been able to host summer social events and facilitated an outdoor drawing workshop.  We also allocated an entire flowerbed to a local primary school gardening group for a project in which their year 6 pupils prepared the bed and planted mutually agreeable bulbs as part of an Art Fund initiative. It is now called the Delapre Abbey Primary School Flowerbed.  Following the day, they designed and developed an illustrated information booklet about their experience which they presented to us at a special gathering.  This all served to raise awareness of 78 Derngate as a destination venue to their families and friends.
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