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“But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many
things, but few things are needed—indeed only one. Mary has chosen the better part, 

which will not be taken away from her.”  Luke 10:41-42

The 2025-26 school year has gotten off to a great start. For the first several days it was clear I
was more excited to be at school than the students, 
but I think they are getting into a good rhythm now. 

I am so privileged to be the chaplain of Roncalli Middle/High School! I have been welcomed
with great enthusiasm and kindness, and for that I thank all of you students, staff, and parents.
Little by little, I am getting to know the students. Showing up at various activities has been
helpful and enjoyable. 
My mom always told me as a child that “Nobody cares what you know until they know that you
care.” That has always proven true.

With the various activities of the school year, it is easy to be busy about many things while
forgetting the one thing truly necessary. 
That thing is not some thing but Someone: Jesus! 

For this school year, president Tim Weisz has given us the charge to stay focused on, “The one
thing truly necessary” (Lk 10:42). Jesus isn’t asking us to stop activity altogether. That isn’t
possible and would be a denial of the demands of our respective vocations. Instead, Jesus asks
us to do all that we do in His name and for His glory with the awareness that His Presence is
everything we truly need.

Amidst the many activities of the year, may we grow together in an ever deeper awareness that
the Lord is truly the one Thing necessary.

In Christ, our Hope- Father Miller



NEW EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

MARIE CLEVELAND- 6-12 LIBRARIAN
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JORI EWART- PRESCHOOL 

HANNAH KIRWAN- KINDERGARTEN

ROSEMARY ROSE- 9-12 SCIENCE

Hannah is from Lino Lakes, MN and graduated from the University of
Minnesota Morris.  This year marks her 7th year teaching.  Hannah, husband
Connor and sons Barrett and Myles (Roncalli preschooler) moved to
Aberdeen from Vermillion. When asked what she is looking forward to,
Hannah shared “I am so excited to share not only my love for teaching, but
also my faith with my students. I am so blessed to be part of the Roncalli
family and have already met amazing colleagues, families and students! We
are excited to watch our boys grow up in the Roncalli community as well.”

Marie is from Forestburg, SD, graduated from NSU, and is currently working
on her Masters Degree. She has 13 years teaching experience. Marie and
husband Craig have three grown children, Hannah, Sarah, Josiah. When
asked what she is looking forward to, Marie shared  “I’m excited to get to
know the students, staff, and whole community of Roncalli and to be sharing
my gifts and talents in a Christ-centered school. I’m anticipating some great
discussions with students about the books they are reading, and I look
forward to updating our library collection to be more relevant and appealing
to them while fitting within the guidelines of our school’s standards. I feel
very grateful and blessed to be a part of this school! community as well.”

Rosemary is from Aberdeen and graduated from SDSU and NSU through the
TAP program. She spent seven years as a SPED Educational Asst. and is in
her first year of teaching.  Rosemary and her husband have four daughters.
When asked what she is looking forward to, Rosemary shared “Getting to
know the kids and sharing my love of science.”

Jori is from Aberdeen, is a Roncalli alum ‘20, and graduated from USD.  She
is in her first year of teaching. Her family consists of dad John, mom Judy,
and sisters Jami and Jeci.  She is also proud to be Mr. Mark Stone’s niece.
When asked what she is looking forward to, Jori shared “I am looking
forward to being back at Roncalli as a graduate from here! I love the family
feel at Roncalli and the support from the staff, families and Roncalli
community!”



In June Advanced Art students traveled to Kansas City
to view the public art and tour the many museums. The
trip was supported by a donation from Julie & Griff
Staley who are friends of art teacher Mrs. Amy Heinz.
They are avid supporters of the arts and have a passion
for supporting student art education.  Their donation
helped purchase new Ipad technology for the art room
and started what is hoped to become a biannual trip to
Kansas City. Pictured to the left are Josie Mitzel,
Jaxon Keller, Griff Staley, Julie Staley, Mrs. Heinz, 
Ava Sayler, and Ava Meyers. 

CAVALIER SPOTLIGHT

ADVANCED ART STUDENT TRIP

Hello from Mrs. Cleveland, the new MS/HS librarian! Over the summer, Mrs. Andera
and I worked hard updating the library and weeding out unneeded and outdated
books. Now I am busy updating the collection with new titles. A large order of new
books just arrived, complements of the Jeanne Webb Memorial Library Fund. This
batch of books includes many Christian authors of fantasy, sci-fi, historical, biblical
and contemporary fiction for young adults, as well as some interesting age-
appropriate non-fiction for our students. Many of these are books I have read and
loved, and I'm looking forward to sharing them with the students!

Link to the Band Apparel. Deadline is Sept. 3 at midnight.
https://stores.inksoft.com/Roncalli_Band_2025/shop/home

The Aberdeen Marching Band Festival will be held on Wednesday, October 1 at 9:30 am on
15th Ave. NE, from N. Lincoln Street to Dakota Street. This is a parade of only bands, and the
Roncalli Marching Cavaliers will be competing in the event. 
It is a free event and all are welcome to attend!!

RMS/RHS LIBRARY NEWS

CAVALIER MARCHING BAND
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https://stores.inksoft.com/Roncalli_Band_2025/shop/home


INVITATION TO TAKE PART4



Buy your yearbook today.  They will be distributed during Homecoming week,        
Sept. 29-Oct 3. They are $60. Check or cash can be given to 
Mrs. Imberi in the RMS/RHS school office., 605-225-7440.

24-25 YEAR BOOKS FOR SALE

Free and Reduced Lunch Program
Have you ever considered applying for Free and Reduce Lunch? You could be surprised to find
that you might qualify.  We invite you to take a look at the guidelines below.  If you qualify
please consider completing an application. The application was attached to the newsletter
email and can be found on our website at the link below.

Authorization for Direct Payment
If you are interested in having your child’s lunch payment come directly out of your account
each month then ACH is for you.  The ACH form was attached to the newsletter email and can
also be accessed at the link below. 

Both of these forms can be completed and turned into the Business Office located in the
Central Office at the RMS/RHS campus.  

https://www.aberdeenroncalli.org/parents/lunch

ACSS LUNCH PROGRAM
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As we approach a new school year, the school counseling offices would like to emphasize to
parents the importance of SLEEP and good nutrition as well as monitoring their children’s
screen time. The basic needs of quality sleep and good nutrition are often overlooked and can
cause detrimental effects at school. Students need to treat school as if they were going to a
job! 
This is an expectation that will prepare them for the real world of work.  
We encourage parents to take a moment to look at the important information found on the
following link.
https://www.goodinside.com/free-anxiousgenerationguide-lp/?
utm_source=copied_link&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=free-anxious-generation

We also shared several other links in the newsletter email relating to student health and
safety in regard to sleep, social media and phone use.  

Jackie Braun- K-5 School Counselor, jackie.braun@aberdeenroncalli.org
Elise Cardella- 6-8 School Counselor,  elise.cardella@aberdeenroncalli.org
Cal Nygaard- 9-12 School Counselor,  cal.nygaard@aberdeenroncalli.org

6 COUNSELORS CORNER
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Preschool Peeks
 Did you know that learning is achieved through play and active

explorationin their environment! One way that children can
explore in the classroom is through a sensory table. Sensory
tables are a staple in preschool classrooms and can be beneficial
for children in many ways.

Some of these ways include: 
Cognitive development: Children can learn to count,
organize, match, and label objects. They can also sort
hidden items by size. 
Language development: Children can learn
vocabulary by attaching words to objects. Sensory
tables can also be a great conversation starter. 
Social and communication skills: Children can learn to
take turns, cooperate, and communicate with others.
They can also share materials and engage in
conversations about their sensory experiences. 
Motor skills: Children can develop fine motor skills
that are necessary for everyday tasks like holding a
pen or using scissors. 
Emotional development: Children can learn more
about their own emotions and those of others. 
Creativity and imagination: Sensory tables can inspire
curiosity and foster creativity. 
Brain development: Sensory play can help build nerve
connections in the brain's pathways. 



PARISH NEWS

Community Blood Drive @ Sacred Heart, 9/2, 3:30-6pm

Sacred Heart Bazaar, 9/7, 11am-6pm

St. Mary’s Fall Festival, 10/12-7pm

St. Mary’s Family Education starts, 9/7, 10am
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