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What do we have that makes us truly unique? We have a culture of togetherness and of connectedness. It’s what
makes Bayleys, Bayleys. Bayleys is Altogether Better. If you are thinking about buying or selling, contact us today. 
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BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Discover the Ruapehu region with Bayleys Real Estate.

$3.2 million 
boost for 
Waimarino 
health

A $3.2 million government funding 
boost is set to transform the Waimarino 
Wellness Centre in Raetihi, marking a 
significant step forward in delivering 
integrated, community-led health and well-
being services in the central North Island.

Chair of the Waimarino Wellness Centre, 
Honey Winter, says the funding – secured 
after sustained advocacy supported by Rua-
pehu District’s mayor Weston Kirton – will 
kick-start Phase One of a long-anticipated 
refurbishment project.

“Mayor Kirton has 
been an active cham-
pion for our vision and 
played a crucial role in 
reigniting momentum 
with central govern-
ment,” said Winter.  

“He helped get our 
case in front of the 
right people and made 
sure rural health remained a priority.”

The funding, ring-fenced by the Ministry 
of Health, had previously stalled due to 
pandemic-related delays and system-wide 
health reforms. She said it was Kirton’s 
advocacy, alongside community leaders, 
that helped push through the logjam and 
bring the project back on track.

Winter says the Waimarino Wellness 
Centre is a vision for integrated rural 
wellbeing, grounded in kaupapa Māori and 

community aspirations. This was identified 
through current extensive local research 
by project lead Lou Brider, including the 
Manawanui, Manawaroa, Manawaora E! 
report commissioned by Ngāti Rangi and 
Healthy Families (Whanganui).
Wellness model

“This is about delivering services 
that reflect our people’s needs – not just 
clinical care but prevention, education and 
wraparound support under one roof,” said 

Winter. 
“ We ’ r e  m o v i n g 

from a sickness model 
to a wellness model.”

Two steering groups 
have now been estab-
lished in partnership 
with Te Whatu Ora: 
one to oversee the 
building refurbishment 
and the other to shape 

a collaborative model of care involving 
all health and social service providers in 
the area.

For a region that has endured significant 
economic challenges – from the closure 
of the local mill to seasonal employ-
ment instability and declining access to 
medical care – the refurbished Centre will 
be a much-needed beacon of hope and 
resilience.

‘This won’t just be 
bricks and mortar. 
It’s the foundation 

for a more cohesive, 
more sustainable 

rural health system.’

Turn to Page 2

SH4 
closure 
extended
P2

Tourism 
& isites 
together
P3

Mangapurua 
closed for 
winter
P4

Ruapehu’s 
rainy day 
win
P12

All right on the night All right on the night 
for Mardi Grasfor Mardi Gras

Lars, at left, was part of a team of ‘Aliens and Astronauts’ for the Mardi Gras. He is pictured with DJ Barbara 
‘Bvrbwyre’ who took in the Thames Street scenes after her DJ set in the the Powderkeg. It was Lars’ first Ohakune 
Mardi Gras – he is on a working holiday from Germany, currently living in Wellington. More inside.0
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THE CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique wines 
and cocktails to quench that thirst. Playroom for the 
kids, foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids 
entertained. Spectacular mountain views. A great place for 
casual get togethers or special occasions. Open every day. 

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
For over 35 years, The Powderkeg has been serving 
up exceptional food and service in a warm, welcoming 
atmosphere. Whether you’re enjoying a sunny afternoon 
on our spacious balcony or indulging in our weekly 
specials like Sushi Fridays and Smokehouse Sundays, 
there’s always something to look forward to. Join us for an 
unforgettable dining experience and follow us on Instagram 
@powderkegbar for the latest updates and mouthwatering 
offers! Open 7am till late daily.

UTOPIA CAFÉ
47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 8am – 3pm for all day breakfast and 
lunch. NOW SERVING HAVANA COFFEE. A cosy memorable 
atmosphere with a great range of cabinet food and 
beverages, Frappé and smoothies. Vegan/Gluten-free 
options for both savoury and sweet are available. Speedy 
free Wi-Fi! A perfect place for everybody! 

LKNZ LODGE & CAFE
1 Rata St, Ohakune Ph: 027 257 LKNZ (5569)
Open every day. Menu includes our delicious big breakfast, 
creamy mushrooms, homemade soups, wedges, nachos, 
toasties, waffles and more ... Volcanic coffee, muffins & 
scones, real fruit smoothies and thick shakes. Dine in or 
takeaway. Onsite parking. www.lknz.co.nz

KINGS BAR & RESTAURANT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by 
international chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and 
craft breweries including award winning Ruapehu Brewing 
Co beers in the fridge and on tap. See our Facebook page for 
what’s on. Please check our open times as these will vary.

Eating out in theEating out in the
Ruapehu DistrictRuapehu District

Call 06 385 8532 to list your business hereCall 06 385 8532 to list your business here

LA PIZZERIA
6 Thames St, Ohakune Junction  Ph: 06 385 8558 
Ohakune's most famous pizza restaurant, for over 37 years 
we have been serving Ohakune's best pizza. Come up and 
see us in the "Junction" at the end of the Old Coach Road 
and try one of our hot, tasty, handmade pizzas. Same great 
menu available for takeaway. Open 7 days, 4 – late. Check 
us out online at: www.lapizzeria.co.nz

FOR MORE DETAILS, GO TO

OHAKUNE.INFO OR RUAPEHUNOW.CO.NZ
IT'S FREE TO LIST SO PLEASE LET US KNOW IF 

YOU HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP ...
ADS@RUAPEHUBULLETIN.CO.NZ

LINK YOUR EVENT TO EVENTFINDA FOR FREE

Ruapehu Events
& What’s On

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune

06-385-8433   tcb.nz

For all your ski board and bike rental needs

Upper Mountain Music - Knoll Ridge 12 July 
Details at www.whakapapa.com

JULY 2025

Catalyst Performance Agronomy B Grade
(and below) Squash tournament 25-26 July
Enter via NZ Squash website or via the Ohakune Squash Club facebook page

School Holiday Fun 28 June - 13 July
Visit www.pureturoa.nz or find us on Facebook or instagram @turoa.
nz for up to date information.

Pure Shredder 26 July
Visit www.pureturoa.nz or find us on Facebook or instagram @turoa.
nz for up to date information.

Warren Miller Movie - All Time 10 July
Rangataua Hall. https://events.humanitix.com/alltime-rangataua

Parapara closure hours extended: ends Friday

Putting life into longevity

“Rural health has unique pressures. We 
have a shortage of doctors, a pharmacy 
that’s now just a depot, and people tired of 
repeating their stories to different services. 
This Centre will change that,” said Winter.

Innovations already underway include 
investing in nurse practitioners, expanding 
telehealth access, and building stronger 
networks of community support. The up-
graded facility will allow these services to 
operate in a purpose-built space designed 
for collaboration, privacy and accessibility.

While the $3.2 million will fund the first 
phase of the refurbishment, Winter says it’s 
just the beginning.

“This won’t just be bricks and mortar. 
It’s the foundation for a more cohesive, 
more sustainable rural health system. 
We’re grateful for this government com-
mitment and for Mayor Kirton’s continued 
leadership. His connection to our commu-
nity and his drive to make things happen 

have made a real difference.”
Construction planning is now underway, 

with community engagement and provider 
input continuing to shape the next steps.

Te Whatu Ora and community members 
meet in Raetihi recently: from left, 
Bonnie Sue, Marilyn Kairimu-Davis, Gary 
Davis (Kaumatua), Tracey Mitchell (RHL 
practice manager), Aiden Gilbert (chair 
Te Korowai o Wainuārua PSGE), Robyn 
Shearer (Te Whatu Ora deputy regional 
commissioner), Geoff Gwyn (Te Whatu 
Ora regional planning, funding and 
outcomes), Katherine Fraser-Chapple 
(Te Whatu Ora group director operations, 
Whanganui), Ruapehu Mayor Weston 
Kirton, Lou Brider (Waimarino Wellness 
Centre project lead), Honey Winter 
(Waimarino Wellness Centre chair), Elijah 
Pue (chief executive, Te Mātuku Iwi Māori 
Partnership Board), Louise Allsopp (Te 
Whatu Ora) and Lucy Pettit (Te Whatu 
Ora chief midwife).

$3.2 million boost for Waimarino health
From Page 1

During works this week, access will remain for residents 
and workers either side of the Otoko work site (north of 
the Otoko worksite to Raetihi, and south of the Otoko 
worksite to Whanganui).

From 6.30am–8.30am and from 5pm–6pm, residents 
and workers will be given access through Otoko and able 
to travel the full length of the SH4 corridor (but not able 
to pass through Otoko between 8.30am – 5pm). 

All other road users will be detoured onto SH49 and 
SH1 during these daytime closure hours. 

Outside of work hours, a stop/go will be in place until 
the northbound lane is reinstated. The road is also open 
on Saturdays and Sundays. 

While the closure allows for the drilling to be completed, 
focus will shift to the next phase of these works, to rebuild 
the northbound lane. Rebuilding the northbound lane will 
start from 7 July to the end of September. 

Further stop/go temporary traffic management, with delays 
of up to 15 minutes, is expected until the end of September.

“We wish to thank all road users for taking detours and 
to the local businesses, residents and communities for their 
support during this closure period. 

“We know this detour will add time to journeys and 
we appreciate people’s understanding while this work 
is carried out to repair and improve the resilience of this 
section of SH4.”

The road closure during the day on State Highway Four 
– the Parapara – has been extended each day, advises New 
Zealand  Transport Authority (NZTA).

“Work is progressing to repair an underslip near Otoko 
on State Highway 4, between Whanganui and Raetihi, with 
crews expecting to reopen the road next Friday 4 July,” 
states NZTA in a media release.

The stretch of road is currently closed and to complete 
the work on time, the road will be closed for extended 
periods each day this week (from Monday 30 June).

The daily closure will be in place between 8.30am and 
5pm each day. No vehicles will be able to travel through 
Otoko during this time, with the only exception being 
emergency vehicles. 

Drilling works underway at the Otoko site. For this work, heavy machinery is positioned 
on the road and is being used to access hard to reach areas and drill metal bars into 
the base beneath the road.

You’re never too old to do some exer-
cise, not only is it good for your health, it’s 
also good for your social life and that has 
been proven to put life in your longevity. 
That’s the message from Age Concern 
Whanganui, who run classes in Ohakune.

“Our local Steady as You Go classes 
deliver a unique community-based exercise 
programme for men and women,” says 
Jennie Murray.

The classes aim to enhance strength and 
balance, thereby assisting in fall prevention 
and enabling people to continue perform-
ing daily activities effectively. It is one of 
the many services of Age Concern Whan-
ganui. Visit https://acwhanganui.org.nz/

The physiotherapy-designed exercises 
incorporate elements from seated and 
standing yoga, pilates, strength train-
ing, stretching, balance and movement 
disciplines.

Steady as You Go classes enhance: 
strength in torso, core, arms and legs; 
stretching, flexibility and balance; overall 
fitness, laughter and wellbeing.

“And they are a great way to meet new 
people,” says Jennie.

The Ohakune Steady as You Go class is 
inviting new people to join them on Tues-
day mornings at the Lions’ Den in Awara 
St. There’s a small attendance cost of $3. 
Classes are from 10am-11am followed by 
an optional social coffee at Utopia.

Raetihi also has a Steady As You Go 
class that meets each Tuesday at the Elder 
Care Village from 10am-11am.

Age Concern Whanganui, a not-for-
profit organisation, works to enhance the 
well-being of older Kiwis by providing a 
range of services, information, and support. 
Their aim is to enable people to remain 
independent for as long as possible, living 
in their own homes as part of their local 
community.

Age Concern Whanganui is part of the 
Age Concern New Zealand network of 
councils that benefit from and contribute to 
the national network of information, train-
ing, and advocacy on issues and policies 
affecting older people.



RUAPEHU BULLETIN  2 July 2025 • 3

Horizons Long-term 
Plan unchanged

Visit Ruapehu to manage isites after trail

Jo Kenndy, GM Visit Ruapehu, at left, and Pauline Welch, council executive manager community and economic 
development. Visit Ruapehu has assumed full responsibility for isite operations uniting frontline visitor information 
services with destination marketing.

Following an eight-month trial, Visit 
Ruapehu will take full responsibility for 
operating the Taumarunui and Ohakune 
i-Sites from the beginning of July.

“This change is a major step forward 
that is improving the visitor experience 
by bringing together destination market-
ing and on-the-ground visitor services 
into one streamlined approach,” says Rua-
pehu District Council executive manager 
community and economic development, 
Pauline Welch, adding that bringing the 
management of the isites under Visit 

Ruapehu aligns with Council’s strategic 
direction and core values of kaitiakitanga 
(guardianship) and manaakitanga (hospi-
tality), as outlined in the region’s destina-
tion management plan, Tahia Ko Puanga.

“This integration creates a seamless 
visitor journey – from online trip planning 
to in-person support. It reduces duplica-
tion, lifts service quality and opens new 
possibilities such as automated bookings 
through the Visit Ruapehu website,” she 
said.

Visit Ruapehu general manager Jo Ken-

nedy said that the joined-up approach strengthens how 
they can connect with visitors and support local tourism 
operators.

“It is allowing us to maximise the use of our staff’s 
specialist tourism skills to deliver consistent, high-quality 
service that reflects our region’s values and aspirations.”

All existing i-Site staff have been offered new roles with 

Visit Ruapehu, ensuring a smooth handover and continu-
ity of knowledge and service for both visitors and locals.

“The change marks a new chapter in Ruapehu’s tour-
ism journey – creating smarter, more connected and 
community-aligned services to support a thriving and 
sustainable visitor economy,” says Welch.

The regional council 
has confirmed its 2025-26 
Annual Plan – including 
“improved public transport 
services, enhanced pest 
control and more river man-
agement maintenance”.

A proposed amend-
ment to the Manawatū-
Whanganui  Reg iona l 
Council (Horizons) 2024-
34 Long-term Plan, which 
would enable a possible 
sale of Horizons’ stake in 
CentrePort, will not go 
ahead.

Horizons chair Rachel 
Keedwell says the average 
rates increase of 8.8% is 
lower than what was in 
the Long-term Plan (12%) 
and what was consulted on 
earlier this year (11.3%).

A random sample of 
Ohakune and Raetihi prop-
erties show increases of 
around 10% in regional 
council rates.

“We have adjusted our 
plans for the upcoming year 
based on a changing legis-
lative and policy landscape 
from central government 
and by working hard to find 
efficiencies in insurance, 
overheads and reprioritisa-
tions,” Cr Keedwell says.

“At the same time, we 
have stuck to what we said 
we would do in our Long-
term Plan and retained ad-
ditional funding for biodi-
versity, river management 
maintenance and public 
transport programmes.

“Of the 8.8% increase, 
about 1.6% is for targeted 

public transport rates – 
meaning they only impact 
the areas where the services 
run – about 2.2% for bi-
osecurity and biodiversity 
(0.9% of that is targeted), 
and about 1.3% for targeted 
increased river manage-
ment and drainage mainte-
nance. The remaining 3.8% 
reflects increased ‘business 
as usual’ costs.

“Exact rates increases 
will differ between prop-
erties and districts for a 
range of reasons, including 
targeted rates programmes 
and property revaluations.”
Two issues

Council consulted on 
two specific issues for the 
Annual Plan: improving 
public transport in Whan-
ganui and Horowhenua 
without central government 
co-investment, and how to 
pay of a loan for Horizons’ 
portion of works on Te 
Pūwaha – the Whanganui 
port revitalisation project.

Feedback was over-
whelmingly in support of 
proceeding with investing 
in public transport (that 
doesn’t involve Ruapehu 
District) without central 
government co-investment, 
says Cr Keedwell.

While submissions were 
in favour of paying off the 
Te Pūwaha loan over 25 
years, Council decided to 
pay the loan off over 35 
years to reflect the expected 
life of the assets, says Cr 
Keedwell.

“This ensures the cost is 

spread across those a wider 
range of people who will 
benefit from the assets.”

Council also consulted 
on possibly selling Hori-
zons’ CentrePort share-
holding, but has decided 
not to at this time, says Cr 
Keedwell.

“As the shareholding is 
defined in the Local Gov-
ernment Act as a strategic 
asset, Council would need 
to amend its Long-term 
Plan before a sale.

“We asked if Council 
should continue investiga-
tions into a possible sale 
and then proceed with a 
sale if the outcome of those 
investigations found a sale 
would be favourable for 
ratepayers. Proceeds would 
have then been invested 
into a managed fund.

“While Council  has 
agreed to proceed with 
investigations, we have 
declined to approve pro-
ceeding with a sale after-
wards if investigations find 
a sale would be favourable 
to ratepayers. This means 
Council would need to con-
sult again before proceed-
ing with any possible sale.” 

The final Horizons 2025-
26 Annual Plan, with the 
full details of Horizons’ 
work programmes, will 
be publicly available on 
Horizons’ website www.
horizons.govt.nz within the 
next few weeks. Anyone 
wanting to check what 
their next rates invoice will 
look like can use the rates 
search tool from next week 
at https://www.horizons.
govt.nz/property-rates/
rates-search.

Ruapehu 
up 13%

While the average re-
gional council rates rise 
across the Manawatū-
Whanganui will be 8.8%, 
more rural districts will 
be more, says Ruapehu’s 
Horizons councillor Nikki 
Riley.

She said for Ruapehu, 
some are up and others are 
down.

“I’m not going to sugar-
coat it. I expect the true 
cost for our rural ratepayers 
to be around 13%,” says 
Riley.

Individual property own-
Turn to Page 9
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THE WEEKLY WORKOUT answers for each puzzle are included on this page

SUDOKU Fill the grid so every row, column and every 3x3 box contains 1-9

SUDOKU

808

1 2

1 2

The Top 10
1. Jonelle Price (2018) and Caroline Powell 
(2024) are the most recent New Zealand 
winners of what equine event?
2. Named after a song, what is the title of a 
2005 film about Johnny Cash?
3. Tokai wine comes from which European 
country?
4. Which British castle was badly damaged 
by fire in 1992?
5. In bingo, 22 is called out as . . . ?
6. Is oology the study of birds’ eggs, 
numbers, or the occult?
7. In the Peanuts cartoons, what is the 
surname of Lucy and Linus?
8. What flavour is traditionally used in Earl 
Grey tea?
9. A Texel is what kind of animal?
10. Did Constantinople become Istanbul in 
the 19th or 20th century?

QUICK CROSSWORD

CROSSWORD

Across: 1. Assent, 5. Palace, 10. Impetus, 11. 
Imagine, 12. Shower, 15. Retire, 16. Regular, 
17. Area, 18. Meet, 19. Bad luck, 20. Chic, 22. 
Abut, 25. Anxious, 27. Avoids, 28. Shiner, 31. 
Stamina, 32. Lineage, 33. Severe, 34. Scythe. 
Down: 2. Suppose, 3. Either, 4. Task, 5. Paid, 
6. Leader, 7. Cuisine, 8. Miasma, 9. Decent, 
13. Remains, 14. Purloin, 15. Raucous, 20. 
Coarse, 21. Isolate, 23. Beneath, 24. Tureen, 
25. Advise, 26. Shanty, 29. Cape, 30. Alms. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16

17 18

19

20 21 22 23 24

25 26

27 28

29 30

31 32

33 34

1. Badminton horse trials, 2. Walk the Line, 3. 
Hungary, 4. Windsor, 5. Two little ducks, 6. Eggs, 
7. Van Pelt, 8. Bergamot, 9. Sheep, 10. 20th 
(1930).

Across
1. Agreement (6)
5. Royal dwelling (6)
10. Momentum (7)
11. Form a mental 
picture (7)
12. Light rain (6)
15. Give up work (6)
16. Routine (7)
17. District (4)
18. Encounter (4)
19. Ill fortune (3,4)
20. Stylish (Fr) (4)
22. Share a boundary 
(4)
25. Apprehensive (7)
27. Shuns (6)
28. Black eye (colloq) 
(6)
31. Endurance (7)
32. Ancestry (7)
33. Harsh (6)
34. Large cutting tool 
(6)

Down
2. Assume (7)
3. This one or that (6)
4. Assignment (4)
5. Compensated (4)
6. Commander (6)
7. Crt of cooking (7)
8. Stench (6)
9. Proper or correct (6)
13. Residue (7)

14. Steal (7)
15. Rowdy (7)
20. Rough (6)
21. Keep apart (7)
23. Under (7)
24. Soup dish (6)
25. Give counsel (6)
26. Sailors’ song (6)
29. Cloak (4)
30. Charity (4)

THE TOP 10
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Redmayne reflects: 
Puanga and Army community

Heartfelt gratitude
• To our whānau, friends, community and our kids’ 

schools. 
While it may seem like a small gesture, we want to take 

a moment to express our heartfelt gratitude. Thank you all 
for the karakia, hugs, love and generous koha we have re-
ceived over the past two weeks since losing our home. The 
support has been truly overwhelming, and it has reminded 
us of the strength of our whānau, hapū, iwi, community.

It is genuinely humbling to receive such incredible 
generosity, especially when our roles are dedicated to 
supporting the whānau of our community and the whenua 
we live on. Being on the receiving end of this kindness 
has been nothing short of extraordinary.

I have meticulously noted every person who has mes-
saged and supported in many different ways during this 
time. I want to acknowledge each of you, as it would truly 
sadden me to overlook anyone. Please know that we are 
so thankful for everything that has transpired behind the 
scenes while we truck along and return to some sort of 
normalcy. Our faith in the greater good remains strong, 
and we trust that, regardless of the challenges we face, 
we will always be more than ok because we live in such a 
beautiful place surrounded with beautiful people.

Ngā mihi aroha ki a koutou 
Wallace-Mcleod Whānau.

Closing the gate on 
Mangapurua winter damage

Local member of Parliament Suze 
Redmayne writes about her recent 
Puanga experience:

• It’s hard to believe we’re already 
halfway through the year. The arrival 
of Puanga and Matariki offered a 
welcome pause – a moment to reflect, 
reconnect and reset as we look ahead 
to the rest of 2025.

This year I was lucky to celebrate 
Matariki at Tirorangi Marae, in 
the heart of the mighty Rangitīkei, 
alongside my colleagues Hon Paul 
Goldsmith, Hon Tama Potaka, Carl 
Bates, MP for Whanganui, and my 
Youth MP, Patrick Coogan. 

We were fortunate to hear from 
Professor Rangi Mātāmua, who ar-
ticulated Matariki 2025 beautifully –  

“This year’s celebration is un-
derpinned by the theme ‘Matariki 
mā Puanga, Celebrating Together’, 
acknowledging the regional and tribal 
variations that exist when observing 
the Māori New Year.

“Matariki mā Puanga allows us 
to celebrate our diversity which is a 
strength for us as a nation. Against 
the backdrop of Mount Ruapehu and 
amidst the warm embrace of Ngāti 
Rangi, we come together to remember 
those who have passed, celebrate who 
we are today and to look forward to a 
bright and prosperous future.

“Regardless of which star you 
choose to mark the New Year, or the 
differences across the many facets of 
our day to day lives, and regardless of 
the difficulties many have faced in the 
last year – like the stars – let us rise 
as one, celebrating our diversity under 
the banner of Matariki mā Puanga.”

Last week was the final sitting week 
in Parliament before a two-week re-
cess, and my colleague Carl Bates and 
I were pleased to make the trip back 

from Wellington on Tuesday evening 
to attend the Stakeholders Evening at 
the Waiouru Officers’ Mess.

Hosted by Colonel Lisa Kelliher, Com-
mander of the Army Training Group, 
it’s an annual event which celebrates the 
contribution of the wider community 
to ensuring the success of the Waiouru 
Army Camp. It’s also an opportunity to 
acknowledge the vital role the camp plays 
in our Defence Force and our region.

Waiouru Military Camp has long 
been a pillar of our district. Beyond 
its role in preparing our forces for 
service, the camp and its personnel 
are a core part of our community. 
They provide support with every-
thing from disaster relief, through to 
mentoring local youth – they do an 
outstanding job.

Authorised by Suze Redmayne Par-
liament Buildings, Wellington

Local MP Suze Redmayne with her Youth MP Patrick Coogan, at Tirorangi 
Marae.

ence by preventing winter 
damage from people using 
quad bikes and light utility 
vehicles, says Department 
of Conservation supervisor 
Joshua Kilmister.

He says the gate closure 
affects only larger powered 
vehicles and the track will 
remain open for walking 
and hunting during the 
winter months.

“In wet winter weather, 
larger vehicles damage 
track surfaces and drain-
age channels, affect visitor 
safety, and make it harder 
for us to manage the track 
for visitors.

“We already close this 
track to cyclists each win-
ter, and now access will also 
be closed to quad bikes and 
light utility vehicles from 
the Mangapurua Trig.”

The Mangapurua Cycle 
Trail is a popular destina-
tion for visitors seeking to 
connect with the biodiver-
sity, history, and culture of 
Whanganui National Park.

“We want to ensure a 
safe, quality experience 
for trampers through winter 
and we’re asking people 
to leave their powered ve-
hicles behind. This is a 
seasonal closure and full 
access will be restored in 
September,” says Joshua.

A lockable gate was to 
be installed south of Man-
gapurua Trig closing Man-
gapurua Track to large, 
powered vehicles from 
Monday 30 June 2025. 
The track will reopen in 
September.

A new gate on the Man-
gapurua Cycle Trail in 

Whanganui National Park 
will create a safer experi-

Winter damage from powered vehicles makes it difficult 
to maintain the Mangapurua Track for trampers, says 
DOC. Photo supplied by DOC.
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‘Control over collaboration’: govt strips Iwi Health Board power 
By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporting
An iwi health leader says new Government plans 

will strip power from iwi to shape decisions on 
Māori health priorities.

The co-chair of a health board representing 
iwi from Taumarunui to Whanganui said changes 
planned to Pae Ora would erase an independent 
health monitor role, removing crucial Māori over-
sight of the public health system.

Te Mātuku co-chair Te Aroha McDonnell said 
Health Minister Simeon Brown’s amendments to 
the Pae Ora (Healthy Futures) Act would under-
mine Māori rights to partnership and contradict 
equity promises.

“It’s another political decision that prioritises 
control over collaboration.”

The Minister announced plans on 14 June to 
scale back the authority of Iwi Māori Partnership 
Boards (IMPBs) over funding and service design, 
and remove their direct role in influencing local 
health services.

McDonnell said the changes would reduce iwi 
ability to hold the Crown to account for how well 
it addresses longstanding health inequities.

“It’s not an isolated change in policy – it’s part 
of a broader pattern of systematic rollbacks.”

McDonnell said the changes undermined the 
rights of Māori to health equity and the principles 
of partnership, participation and protection en-
shrined in Te Tiriti o Waitangi.

“Te Mātuku’s ability to hold the Crown account-
able to its obligations is reduced,” McDonnell said.

“My concern is addressing the disparities be-
tween Māori and non-Māori – our people die seven 
years earlier than non-Māori.
Inequitable equity

“The Government constantly states that they are 
committed to equity in health, but disestablishing 
the monitoring role of Te Mātuku contradicts that, 
especially when Māori continue to experience 
systemic health inequities.

“Having that independent monitor is what is 
needed right now.”

Pae Ora was used in 2022 to disestablish the Dis-
trict Health Boards and create Health New Zealand 
and the now abandoned Māori Health Authority.

IMPBs are regional, Māori-led governance bod-
ies created in 2022 under the previous Government 
to support the health sector to meet the needs of 
their communities and ensure Māori participation 
in health decisions.

There are 15 IMPBs around the country.

Under the previous Health Minister Shane Reti, 
they were tasked with a strategic commissioning 
role in the reformed public health system and with 
providing direct advice to Health New Zealand.

The work included assessing the health needs 
of Māori within their region, setting priorities, 
designing and signing off on local health plans and 
providing iwi oversight in monitoring how well 
the public health system serves Māori populations.

McDonnell said those functions would now 
lie with Te Whatu Ora/Health New Zealand, 
supported by a newly enhanced Hauora Māori 
Advisory Committee.

The Committee, which is created by ministerial 
appointment, would provide direct advice to the 
minister and Health New Zealand board.

The changes would relegate IMPBs to commu-
nity engagement and supporting the implementa-
tion of local solutions.
Delivery focus

The Minister said the amended legislation 
would improve health outcomes by making sure 
the system was focused on delivery.

“That means better care for patients through a more 
connected, transparent and effective health system.”

Te Mātuku is made up of representatives from 

11 iwi stretching from Ngaa Rauru Kiitahi to Ngā 
Wairiki-Ngāti Apa, and from Ngāti Hāua to Tūpoho.

In March, it released its inaugural strategic 
plan outlining priorities for the next five years 
to advance the health and wellbeing of Māori 
communities within the Te Ranga Tupua region, 
which takes in Whanganui, Rangitīkei, Ruapehu, 
and South Taranaki.

The priorities were based on data and evidence 
collected by Hauora Māori collectives, and known 
Māori need.

“We identified the priorities and where and how 
much funding should go to specific services.”

McDonnell did not expect the changes would 
affect resourcing for Te Mātuku.

“The operational arm is already lean. We inten-
tionally did that to ensure that we could be indepen-
dent and continue to work toward improved Māori 
health outcomes in our communities.”

Te Mātuku would continue to advocate for better 
Māori health, McDonnell said.

“We will continue to ensure that the Government 
understands the priorities of our whānau and iwi. 
We will continue to push for tino rangatiratanga, 
mana motuhake and kotahitanga.”

LDR is local body journalism co-funded by RNZ and NZ On Air

NEW LISTING

Ohakune 20 Willow Lane

680sqm 2 1 1

Asking Price $385,000

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Elevated outlook with extra

space

Set on an elevated site in a peaceful cul-de-sac, this

two-bedroom home plus sleepout offers an ideal

blend of privacy, comfort, and views. Enjoy serene

semi-rural vistas to the east - the perfect backdrop for

your morning coffee or evening unwind. A solid 'Initial

Home', the property features a woodburner and a heat

pump to keep you warm and cosy through the

seasons. Three small decks positioned around the

home capture the sun from morning till evening.

bayleys.co.nz/2900798

All right on the night 
for Mardi Gras

It was a case of it’ll be all right on the night 
for Saturday’s Ohakune Mountain Mardi Gras, 
after a week of less-than-ideal weather greeting 
the crew setting up.

Jayde Lowe, events support for the Ohakune 
Events Charitable Trust (OECT) said the Audiol-
ogy crew did really well to deal with the condi-
tions leading up to the event.

“The whole week was pretty challenging but the 
whole team did an exceptional job to make sure 
the people who came could have a good time.”

She said the windy Wednesday was pretty 
bad, especially for the guys building the main 
stage – which was the biggest they’ve ever had. 
Thursday was very wet and on Friday, there was 
a lot of surface flooding. A tree fell down on the 
corner of Tyne and Rimu streets, which held up 
setting up fencing.

“But it was manageable. The crew worked 
hard to make sure everything was ready to go, 
and it was.”

So far, feedback has been pretty good, said 
Lowe, with the accommodation providers she’s 
talked to happy with the weekend. And other busi-
nesses seemed happy. But OECT will be having 
meetings with businesses and surveying festival-
goers over the next couple of weeks.

Lowe said they want to hear from anyone who 
had problems – or good comments too – at hello@
oect.co.nz.

The event wasn’t sold out – with around 7400 
tickets sold out of a maximum of 8000, which was 
a similar number to last year’s event.

Last year, Ruapehu District Council’s tour-
ism spend estimate for the event was around $1 
million.

“I’m really interested to see if it’s the same 
number or if it’s increased.”

They will also ask people about the earlier start 
and finish – 3pm to 11pm – which they trialled 
this year. This was done partly to help with get-
ting people back to Waimarino-National Park on 

the trains.
Festival-goers haven’t let up on the costume 

theme for the event, with hundreds of different 
themed groups at the event – from old ladies in 
their curlers and zimmer frames, to aliens and 
astronauts; from jellyfish to FBI; from car racing 
crews to PJs. But the Bulletin camera couldn’t 
find any Where’s Wally outfits this year – usually 
a very popular choice.

Space sisters Tessa, left, and Eleanor have been 
coming in to land at their home town Ohakune 
Mardi Gras since the 1990s.

Taumarunui

Railway Station, 116 Hakiaha Street

8.30am – 4.30pm, 7 days

Ohakune

54 Clyde Street

8.00am – 5.00pm, 7 days

For expert local knowledge, call or visit us now:

0800 647 483      isite@ruapehu.govt.nz
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Ruapehu Snow Bulletin June 2025 • 1

Diego Chapman 
Mora enjoys his first 
ski for 2025, on the 
first weekend of the 
Whakapapa season, 
and the first weekend  
of skiing for the new 
owners of the field, 
Whakapapa Holdings 
Limited. The Company 
gave away free ski 
passes for Happy Valley 
on their opening days.

Your 
guide to 
winter at 
Ruapehu

PICK UP YOUR COPY TODAY!

AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT 
THE RUAPEHU DISTRICT
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Ohakune Mountain Mardi Gras in pictures
The costume theme street party - started back in the early 2000s – looks to be here 
to stay, with lots of groups “sure going above and beyond” with their ideas.
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Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Land development

Ph 027 685 4854

Marquee Hire

Experts Experts ~~ at your service at your service
Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

FOR YOUR 
BUILDING PROJECT 

& DIY NEEDS
MON to FRI – 7.30am – 5pm

SAT 9am –midday

Landscaping

Ph 027 241 3412

EARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPING

Drainage
5T/3T Diggers
Road Roller
All Concrete Work
Concrete Cutting

RICHARD
FLEURY

027 241 3412
DIPLOMA IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Looking for a dependable local plumber in your area?
Count on our skillful local Ohakune plumber for all your
plumbing requirements. Whether it’s a leaking pipe or a

blocked drain, we deliver quality service with fair pricing
in the Ohakune & surrounding areas. 

Our Whanganui based team also has a building division
that specalises in bathroom renovations, and general

building maintenance, our builders travel to you.  

Don’t hesitate, get in touch with us today 

021 635 517 office@plumberdan.co.nz

Plumber

Ph 06 385 8700

Heat Pumps

Ohakune TV ElectricalOhakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Interest Free Terms available.Free quotes. Interest Free Terms available.
Total 5-year Warranty. Q Card.    ohakunetv@xtra.co.nzTotal 5-year Warranty. Q Card.    ohakunetv@xtra.co.nz

Choose the best heat 
pump designed to heat 

your home
Call us for a service and clean 

of your heat pump

Ads

Ph 06 385 8532

Rats!
This space could have been 

yours. Call us today to grab it 
for next week.

Gib Fixing & Plastering

Ph 021 170 3893

Auto Services

Ph 027 863 7454

Locally owned and operated 
by mechanic Daniel Norris. 

WOF $75 car, $45 trailer

Ruapehu Motors
Cnr Seddon St and Valley Rd, Raetihi.

For enquiries, please phone Daniel

For everything 
Ohakune, visit 

www.
ohakune.

info

An energetic Ruapehu College term
Eye on Ruapehu College, contributed by staff 

and students 
Term Two at Ruapehu College continued the 

energy of a strong start to the year, with students 
embracing opportunities in learning, leadership, 
culture, and the arts, says principal Marama 
Allen. 

“From kapa haka and Smokefree Rockquest 
to barista training and science fieldwork, our 
rangatahi showed resilience, creativity, and pride 
in every pursuit.”

She said the term opened with a focus on cul-
tural expression, including kapa haka rehearsals 
leading up to an “unforgettable inter-whānau 
competition”. 

Art students explored printmaking with local 
artist Vanessa Wairata Edwards-Buerger, made 
even more exciting by the arrival of a large 
donated press. 

Performing arts flourished, with students at-
tending School of Rock, preparing for the next 
school production, and performing at Rockquest. 

Senior students explored future pathways 
with Massey University visits, First Aid certi-
fication, and the WMS Leadership Academy in 
Hamilton. The new Inspiring Stories series also 
introduced students to Ruapehu alumni doing 
great things.

In academics, students tackled NCEA literacy 
and numeracy exams, delivered speeches at Manu 
Kōrero, and took part in a Defensive Driving 
Course. 

Science and geography students investigated 

the health of the Mangawhero River, and a group 
attended the Pūhoro STEMM Academy event 
in Auckland, linking science and Mātauranga 
Māori.
Sport key

Sport remained a key part of school life, with 
winter sports in full swing and the debut of their 
first girls’ football team. The Inter-whānau Cross 
Country brought energy and teamwork, with sev-
en students qualifying for regional competition.

The term ended with barista training, giving 
students real-world skills and a confidence boost 
for future work.

“As the term wraps up, we celebrate the 
passion, effort and unity that students brought 
to every challenge, living the values of aroha, 
manaakitanga, and whanaungatanga every step 
of the way. 

“We can’t wait to see what Term Three brings, 
kicking off with the Senior Ball in the first week 
back, the school production in the second week, 
and an exciting season of sports ahead,” said 
Marama Allen.
From Ruapehu to mechatronics

“Just before the holiday break, we’re proud 
to share the latest episode in our Inspiring 
Stories series: the journey of Te Matau o Te 
Rangi Allen, an engineering student whose path 
from Ruapehu College to studying mechatronic 
engineering is packed with energy, insight, and 
inspiration,” says KJ Allen.

Rangi was a student who said yes to every 
opportunity available like waka ama, triathlon 

training, the CACTUS programme, “you name 
it, he was in”. 

Now, he’s studying in a field that combines 
mechanical, electrical and software systems and 
likens it to being Tony Stark: designing, wiring, 
and coding his own creations.

He speaks passionately about the importance 
of maths and physics, not just for engineering, 
but for life. At the same time, he encourages 
students who may have missed those subjects 
not to give up. 

“It’s never too late,” he says. 
“With foundation programmes and the right 

support, you can still pursue your dreams.”
Reflecting on his time at Ruapehu College, 

Rangi shares how much he misses seeing his 
Koro every day, which is something he once took 
for granted. That connection to whānau and place 
continues to give him strength. 

“We’ve got each other’s backs,” he says. 
“That’s what Ruapehu taught me.”

Even through setbacks, Rangi holds tight to 
the Habits of Mind, especially persistence and 
wonderment. His advice to current students is 
simple but powerful: 

“Don’t fear failure. Shoot for the moon. If you 
miss, you’ll still land among the stars. Believe 
in yourself, back yourself, and always strive for 
greatness.”

“Te Matau o Te Rangi’s story is a must-watch 
for anyone passionate about STEM or for anyone 
chasing a goal and looking for a reminder of 
what’s possible,” says KJ Allen.

Jellyfish floated into the Mardi Gras on Saturday, while 
medieval folk flocked there too.
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Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
• Plumbing & Drainlaying
• Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of 

all pumps
• Fires & Solar 
• 5 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck

“Your local Registered Certifier”

Call Brian 027 436 1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE

Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 

vehicles, wheel alignments, computer 
diagnostics, warrant of fitness 

inspections, parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service & sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune – Raetihi – Rangataua –

Horopito – National Park – Whanganui

NEW LOCATION
Next to BP Ohakune

Open Monday – Friday 8am – 4pm
Saturday 9am – 12pm. Sunday CLOSED

P 027 2799 724    E ohakunehire@xtra.co.nz

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF HIRE 
EQUIPMENT. SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

FOR THE BIG JOBS:
 digger hire, cherry pickers, 
pumps, wood splitters, 
generators, car trailers, post 
hole borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, rollers & 
compactors, portable trencher

Marquee Hire

Tree & Garden Services

Ph 021 951 962

Garden maintenance & landscaping
Tree care and removal

Landscape design and installation

Over two decades of experience in commercial 
and private tree & garden management

Fully qualified and insured

Contact us today for a free consultation or 
estimate – email treeshapeltd@gmail.com

Property Maintenance / Cleaning

021 886509 or 021 0782419

• General Cleaning
• Property Maintenance

• Carpet Cleaning
• Water Blasting Services
• Floor polishing/buffing

For a free no obligation quote call:
RAY 021 886 509 or MAURICE 021 078 2419

Or visit: www.rccpml.co.nz

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill.Cut down on your power bill.  
Go gas hot water & heating Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.– supplied and installed.
Call for a consultation.Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 orPhone Denise 027 482 7488 or

EmailEmail
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nzaccounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Septic Tank Work

Ph 06 388 0452

Bennett’s Septic Tank 
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, 
grease traps.

Call us for fast efficient 
service.

Phone Chris 06-388-0452

Headstones

Ph 06 343 8708

 Traditional & Unique
Headstones

in all Cemeteries
462 Somme Parade, Whanganui, 

Also at Palmerston North & Feilding

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

Experts Experts ~~ at your service at your service

Note:Note:
Call Jude to book 

this space
 for next

 

week.
Only cost

s $$34.8734.87+GST 

each week for 50 

weeks, in colour!

Other opti
ons availa

ble.

p: 06-385-8532

e: ads@
ruapehubu

lletin.co.n
z

Ohakune Landscape Supplies

Ph 0800 926 315

- Huge range of Pebbles - Builders mix- Huge range of Pebbles - Builders mix
- Mulch - Sand - White chip- Mulch - Sand - White chip
- Bark - Topsoil - Pavers- Bark - Topsoil - Pavers
- Pea Straw - Bagged Garden Fertilisers- Pea Straw - Bagged Garden Fertilisers
- Rail & Mac Sleepers- Rail & Mac Sleepers

~ Call to arrange supply ~ FREE loan trailer ~
~ eftpos available ~

Email: Ohakune.landscape@gmail.com

New voice for radio station
After 30 years on air at Peak FM and more than five 

decades in radio, Geoff Anderson is handing over day-to-
day hosting duties — and the ownership of the station — to 
broadcaster Jesse Archer, marking a new chapter for local 
radio in Ruapehu and Taihape.

Geoff’s voice has been a familiar presence for genera-
tions of listeners, having steered Peak FM since 1995. He 
first joined the station shortly after it was established by 
Ron Jeffares in 1994, operating from a studio in Ohakune 
with transmitters in Raetihi and Taihape. The studio moved 
to the old BNZ Raetihi in 1999, where it remains today.

In 2010, Peak FM expanded significantly after The 
Radio Network exited the Taumarunui market, with Peak 
FM taking over the Classic Hits King Country Radio fre-
quencies. This move extended the station’s reach across 
both sides of the mountain, further cementing its role in 
the community.

Jesse said Geoff’s shift away from daily broadcasting 
has prompted an outpouring of appreciation from listen-
ers, who have shared memories and thanked him for 
keeping the community informed and entertained across 
the decades. While stepping out of the day-to-day role, 
Geoff isn’t disappearing — he’ll continue to be involved 
with voice work and may even pop back on air from time 
to time.

From Tuesday 1 July, Peak FM officially came under the 
ownership of Jesse Archer, who takes over the weekday 
breakfast shift. 

Jesse is a passionate local broadcaster who began his 
career in 2008 as an announcer and production technician 
at 1XX in Whakatāne, one of the country’s few remain-
ing independent local stations. He has since worked with 
More FM, The Hits, and is currently the breakfast host on 

Lake FM in Taupō.
“From Tuesday, listeners can still expect the hourly 

news and sports updates that Peak FM has carried for 
years, along with local weather, travel info, ski reports, 
and other community news — plus, of course, great songs. 
I’d also encourage listeners to stay connected via the Peak 
FM Facebook page for updates and local happenings.”

He says Peak FM remains proudly independent and 
community-focused — continuing its tradition of playing 
great songs and sharing local voices.

Jesse Archer, left, and Geoff Anderson outside the Peak 
FM studio in Raetihi that also houses an art gallery. 
Photo by Kate Cornwall.

ers can go to https://www.horizons.govt.
nz/property-rates/rates-search to find out 
theirs.

“Ruapehu retained our recently ap-
proved long term plan river management 
funding (and) there is an increase in pos-
sum control spend in our district, as OSPRI 
is handing back several zones earlier than 
expected. It is key to our biosecurity and 
to protect our herds against TB. 

“Also – and this is important – instead or 
borrowing for long term planning, in this 
case the review of the One Plan and paying 
interest on that. Horizons is now expensing 
ongoing planning costs as they go and not 
ticking it up as long term debt. Something 
in my mind should have been happening 
years ago. So we are now paying as the 
work is done.”

She said a huge amount of funding has 
been spent on public transport, new science 
and projects like jobs for nature over the 
last three terms. Some of which is Covid 
hangover co-funding from MBIE. 

“For the rate payer that means more 
debt as we are required to put up the local 
share to match.”

She said Horizons’ core business funding 
like catchment management and SLUI has 
been moved to the rural ratepayer and busi-
nesses under the general rate, to make way 
for this additional urban spend. So, even 
though Ruapehu District doesn’t pay a lot 
for public transport, the increases in other 
districts still has a knock-on effect here.

“The Council rating system needs a full 
review and all council’s future spend needs 
a zero budgeting or ground zero approach. 
They need to monitor more closely their 
contracts and efficiency and effectiveness 
of the dollar spend.

“Rural ratepayers are shouldering a 
greater proportion of the costs for the en-
vironment, while urban get public transport 
and climate resilience.

“There are more urban ratepayers than 
rural ratepayers, so this shift in rating has 
added to the increased costs for our district. 

“On a more positive note, Council voted 
to retain Centreport shareholding for our 
Region. The dividend from the Port helps 
to offset rates for our ratepayers. This is 
in my mind a key long term strategic asset 
for our Region.”

From Page 3

Ruapehu’s Horizons 
rates up 13%
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE BUSINESS NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

Nga Morehu O Uenuku
Te Kohanga Reo
NOTICE OF AGM
Wednesday 23 July 2025, 4:30

2 Hukaroa Rd, Raetihi

Election of officers
- Chairman
- Secretary
- Treasurer

Nau mai haere mai

FIREWOOD 4 SALE. Mixed 
blend of gum, pine with 
native. $125 per cube, 1 to 2 
cube trailer load per order. 
Free delivery Ohakune/
Raetihi, Txt/Call Jock 0273 
602 700.

TANK SPECIALISTS, water 
or septic. Delivered price 
quoted. Buy direct. Ph 
0800-487-633.

BUSINESS 
NOTICES

Ruapehu Mayor
Weston Kirton

To arrange a meeting 
or call back please 
phone Council on 

06 385 8364 or email: 
kay.kidd@ruapehudc.

govt.nz

Ruapehu Mayor
Weston Kirton

To arrange a meeting or call 
back, please phone Council 

on 06 385 8364 or email:
kay.kidd@ruapehudc.govt.nz

Appliance Testing 
& Tagging

Keep your gear safe & 
compliant.

Call Kevin
 027 439 5297

Lyn Neeson
for Mayor

Inclusive Leadership
Financial Accountability

Economic Diversity

Please phone if you want a chat
07 896 7659

Authorised by Lyn Neeson

SITUATIONS
VACANT

RELIEF MILKER WANTED, 
25 July start, Ohakune. 3 
days per fortnight. Contact 
Shaun 027 454 4508.

PUBLIC
NOTICES

Ohakune Health Hub
In pain? Discover relief with our physiotherapy and

massage services. Effective treatment for 
musculoskeletal, pain, headaches, concussions, post 
operative care. Locum acupuncture and osteopathy

through various weekends during summer. 
ACC registered.

77-79 Clyde St, Ohakune
Book Online: www.ohakuneosteo.co.nz

RAILWAY MUSEUM & 
OP SHOP. Open 10am-
2pm Thursday - Sunday. 
62 Thames St, 100m 
past Railway Station. 
Sponsored by The Ski 
Shed.

PUBLIC NOTICES
Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Kama Holdings Limited have made an application to 
the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District 
Council for the Renewal of an On Licence in respect 
of the premises situated at 53 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
and known as The Mountain Rocks Café & Bar.  The 
general nature of the business to be conducted under 
the licence is that of a Café/Restaurant.  The days on 
which and the hours during which alcohol is intended to 
be sold under the licence are: Interior of the Premises: 
Monday to Sunday - 8.00am – 2.00am the following 
day.
Exterior of the Premises: Monday to Sunday – 9.00am 
– 10.00pm of the same day.
The application may be inspected during ordinary office 
hours at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia 
Street, Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes 
to object to the issue of the licence may, not later than 
25 working days after the date of the publication of 
this notice, file a notice in writing of the objection with 
the Secretary of the District Licensing Committee at 
Ruapehu District Council, Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui 
3946.
No objections to the renewal of a licence may be made 
in relation to a matter other than a matter specified in 
section 131 of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.
This is the first publication of this notice. 

Ōwhango School 
Principal

Due to the retirement of our highly respected 
principal, the School Board now has a vital role 
in selecting a principal who will best serve our 
school going forward.

We are a three-teacher rural primary school in 
Ōwhango, in the Ruapehu District. Our school 
is small but very much at the centre of the 
local community and many of our locals are 
‘Friends of the School’.

We are adjacent to the Tongariro Forest Park, 
Whakapapa River and the T42 Traverse and 
only half an hour from Mount Ruapehu.

Staff at our school work in a supportive and 
safe environment. If you are an enthusiastic 
and passionate person who wishes to be a 
leader of our school and enjoys working in a 
collegial manner with our staff, children and 
community, then we would like to hear from 
you.

A three-bedroom, well-appointed schoolhouse 
is available, is spacious, has a fireplace and 
heat pump, garden and woodshed and is in 
close proximity to the school.

Application details are available from the 
Ōwhango School website:

www.owhangoschool.co.nz

Ngā Waihua o
Paerangi Trust

July Clinics
By appointment/drop In
Personal health nurse - appointments are available 
on request in Raetihi or Ohakune, contact Donna 027 491 
2183– (free cervical screening)

SERVICES AVAILABLE
Kaupapa Māori mental health and addictions 
(Rebecca)
Supporting/ addressing needs of tangata whaiora
Drug & alcohol intervention
Te Putanga Pukenga programme
After hours emergencies – mental health assessment & 
treatment team 0800 653 358

Whānau Ora (Tina, Darnella, Sylvia, Virginia)
Wrap around services for those with high health and 
social needs. 
Advice and advocacy support 
Support for GP practice 

Tamariki Ora (Tina and Katherine) 
Well child checks for pepe 0-5 years
Kaiawhina aditional support

Bowel Screening 
If you have any queries relating to the bowel screening 
project, please contact Darnella Hawira 0272 455 278, 
Darnella.Hawira@ngatirangi.com 

Offices closed 
All offices will be closed on Tuesday 29 July, for staff 
Hauora Day (professional development). 

Appointments/More Information Contact Admin 
Mon-Fri- 8.30am-5pm  06 3859 580/0, 0274 758 347 or 
email Katherine.Herewini@ngatirangi.com 

We have an AED Defibrillator available on site.

PUBLIC NOTICES

SITUATIONS VACANT

Free Legal Advice Clinics
Raetihi Chambers

44 Seddon Street, Raetihi
Wednesday between 10am – 2pm

9 July 2025

Ngāti Rangi Community Health Centre Maungārongo 
Marae, 36A Burns Street, Ohakune

Thursday between 10am – 2pm
10 July 2025

To book an appointment, call or email us with your 
name and contact phone number

Community Legal Advice Whanganui (CLAW)
Phone Reception 06 348 8288 press option 1

Email – claw@claw.co.nz

NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the annual 
General Meeting of Raetihi Cosmopolitan 
Club Inc. will be held at the Club Premises 32 
Seddon Street Raetihi, on

Sunday 20th July 2025 at 6pm

AGENDA
1. Welcome by President
2. Apologies
3. Stand for moment silence
4. Confirmation of Minutes – AGM 

27/06/2024
5. Matters arising from previous Minutes
6. Financial report and adoption of Annual 

Accounts
7. Matters arising from financial report
8. Presidents report
9. Managers’ report
10. Adoption of Adjunct reports
11. Most Valued Member
12. Life Membership
13. Remits
14. General Business
15. Election of Officers
16. Close of AGM

PUBLIC NOTICES

Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc – Email admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz or 

for support phone 06-345 8833
Budget Advice – Email waimarinobudgetservices@gmail.com or phone 

027 259 5285.
CCS Disability Action (Whanganui) – Sheryl Brightwell 0800-789-654
Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse – 06-385-5019
Child Youth and Family Service – 0508-326 459
Churches
 Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, 027-206-1874. Catholic, 06-385-8858 

or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. Presbyterian, 06-388-
0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty chaplain 06-387-5599 ext 7031 or 
021-493-692

Civil Defence – Andrew Chambers 07 895 8188, 021 247 7340
CLAW community free legal advice
 Whanganui 06-348-8288
Doctors: In an emergency call 111
 Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211
Information Centres – Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805
Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre – 06-385-9580
Plunket Society – Plunket Nurse 06-385-5019
Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
 Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, Waiouru 06-387-6884, 

Military Police 0800-50-11-22
Red Cross – 0800 RED CROSS (0800 733 27677)
Rotary Club Raetihi - Ohakune – 027-344-5669
Ruapehu REAP – 0800 00 REAP (0800 007 327)
Ruapehu Maori Wardens – Email: ruapehumaoriwardens@gmail.com 
St John – In an emergency call 111
Taumarunui Counselling Services
 For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393
Victim Support Contact Centre – 0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society
 Co-ordinator 06 348 7402 or Kerri Dewson-Pratt 022 196 7355
Waimarino Health Care Centre – Raetihi 06-385-5019
Waimarino Community Toy Library – waimarinotoylibrary@gmail.com
Women’s Refuge – 0800-REFUGE 0800 73384

Ruapehu Mayor – Weston Kirton, enquiries to 06-385-8364 or 07-895-8188.
Owhango-National Park Community Board:
 Anthony Gurr 021-487-742; Eddie Marsters 021-108-0279; Simon O’Neill 

021-661-159; Peter Zimmer 027 479 1926; Murray Wilson 027-542-9079. 
Janelle Hinch (RDC rep) 022-385-8683.

Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Community Board:
 Molly Jeffries 021-431-833; Luke Pepper 027-329-2849; Aroha Rudkin 

027-873-0061; Sophie Stockbridge 020-401-11190; Oriwia Wanakore 027-
222-7872. RDC rep Lyn Neeson 027-353-7907 (texts only)

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board:
 John ‘Luigi’ Hotter, 027-274-2616; Stu Robinson 021-024-07657; Kay Henare 

027-924-7252; Colin Pakai 021-091-67315;  Angel Reid 027-431-6327. RDC 
rep Rabbit Nottage, 021 111 6514. 

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to keep it up to date – call us 
if your details change, or if you see something that needs changing: 06-385-8532

WHEELER Robert James
It is with deep sadness 
that we announce the loss 
of Rob who passed away 
peacefully at Papakàinga 
Homestead, Otorohanga 
on 1st July 2025, aged 85 
years.  Free at last from the 
clutches of dementia.  Be-
loved husband and best 
friend of Judy, loved Dad of 
Joanne, Trish and Michael, 
Poppa of Nicole and Ella.  
We will be forever grateful 
to the staff at Papakàinga 
for the exceptional care, 
respect and love shown to 
Rob, especially in his last 
few months.  As per his 
wishes a private crema-
tion has been held.  In our 
hearts and thoughts he will 
remain, forever loved and 
missed.  Communications 
to Judy Wheeler, 57 Ran-
garoa Road, Taumarunui 
3920.

DEATH
NOTICE



RUAPEHU BULLETIN  2 July 2025 • 11

Th
e 

ne
w

s,
 4

0
 y

ea
rs

 a
go

 t
od

ay
. T

he
 o

th
er

 p
ag

es
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 B
ul

le
ti

ns
 c

an
 b

e 
fo

un
d 

at
 t

he
 P

re
se

rv
in

g 
Lo

ca
l 

H
is

to
ry

 w
eb

si
te

: p
re

se
rv

in
gl

oc
al

hi
st

or
y.

re
co

lle
ct

cm
s.

co
m



12  • RUAPEHU BULLETIN  2 July 2025

True Team Promise means our whole team works for you.
Contact your local Ohakune Consultant or Property Manager today!

Sales Manager – Taumarunui / Ohakune
027 542 1009

Cameron Elliot Polly Ingles
Residential / Lifestyle

027 315 8368

Alan Blackburn
Rural / Lifestyle
027 203 9112

Jenna Hovelle
Residential / Lifestyle

027 361 0167

Ben Blakley
Property Manager

027 370 0914

Mere Haitana
Branch Administrator

06 385 4466

Property Brokers Ltd  Licensed REAA 2008
Q021335

pb.co.nz

Scan the QR 
code to fi nd us 
on Facebook

Ruapehu keep Border scoreless
Ruapehu Rugby and Sports Club’s senior 

team continued their winning way at home on 
Saturday, keeping the visitors scoreless.

In the sometimes-pouring rain, Ruapehu ran 

in four tries and three conversions to win 26-0.
Try scorers were: Tahataki Te Riaki (Num-

ber 14) no conversion; Aaron Wilson (No 2), 
Chrissy Winter conversion. Half time score 

12-0 to Ruapehu; Kahl Ellers-Green (12) try, 

Chrissy Winter conversion; Taipari Wirepa (6) 

try, Chrissy Winter conversion.

ABOVE: In case anyone needed proof that the Ruapehu Mountain Men don’t care about a bit of moisture. Photos: Glyn Hubbard.
ACTION STATIONS: Ben Waiwai takes the ball into contact.

Ohakune kindy 
gather to celebrate 
play box blessing

The Ohakune Kindergarten whanau gathered for their 
Puanga celebrations as a community to share their learn-
ing journey of Puanga and Matariki through mahi toi/art.

Prior to Whaea Linda leaving in March 2024, she began 
this project alongside Paula Charlton to engage tamariki 
and whanau to learn and express themselves through 
mahi toi/art. 

Whaea Linda has continued to see this project through 
to fruition.

“We are thankful to Whiria nga Hua for their funding so 
that this could happen,” said Kindergarten teacher Helen 
Fredricksen

“We are grateful to all the artists and those that worked 
behind the scenes. We would like to thank Whaea Linda 
for sharing and guiding us so that we too could fill our 
kete with knowledge as kaiako. 

“We hope our mahi develops a love of lifelong learn-
ing through the curiosity and playfulness these Atua and 
Whetu shine on our tamariki.”

Whaea Linda explains the Puanga play box project.

Ohakune Squash 
Last week’s Ruapehu Zone interclub had all four 

Ohakune Squash Club teams playing in Taumarunui. Rua-
pehu College continued its winning way beating Tauma-
runui 3/1. Similarly, Turangi beat Ohakune 3/1. All teams 
have a bye this week. Points after the completion of round 
one has Ruapehu College in the lead with 35, Turangi 28, 
Taumarunui 22 and Ohakune 16. The following week all 
teams are in Turangi for the start of the second round.  

Week two of interhouse on Thursday saw Unsquashable 
beat first week leader, Dunlop, 87/77. Tecnifibre beat Kara-
kal 89/51 and Head beat Prince 92/68. Salming got 80 for 
the bye. Points to date are Unsquashable 178, Tecnifibre 
173, Dunlop 170, Head 156, Salming 153, Prince 148 
and Karakal 119. The draw for this Thursday is 5:00pm 
Salming vs Karakal, 6:30pm Unsquashable vs Tecnifibre 
8:00pm Dunlop vs Prince and Head has the bye.

Over the weekend Jayden Bailey was runner up in the 
top men’s division in Feilding.

This coming weekend, three Ohakune players will 
compete in their respective grades for national titles. They 
will also compete as part of a Central team. The event is 
being held at the North Shore Squash Club with the New 
Zealand Open Champs running at the same time. Jayden 
Bailey is seeded second in the men’s B grade. Madison 
Lee is seeded second in the women’s F grade and Jessie 
Harding is seeded fourth in the women’s E grade. It is 
likely several of their games will be live streamed.


