
RUAPEHU BULLETIN  9 July 2025 • 1

9 July 2025
Issue No 2065

P: 06 385 8532 E: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

What do we have that makes us truly unique? We have a culture of togetherness and of connectedness. It’s what
makes Bayleys, Bayleys. Bayleys is Altogether Better. If you are thinking about buying or selling, contact us today. 
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BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Discover the Ruapehu region with Bayleys Real Estate.

• Building/Alterations
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• Design Work
• Automotive Glass

• Glass
• Kitchens

• Concrete Cutting

Old Station Road, Ohakune. Phone 06-385-8444
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Turning up the heat for 
firefighting training

Ruapehu roads 
recovering from 
Thursday storm

Ruapehu Civil Defence Controller Clive 
Manley says the district’s local roads and 
water systems are recovering well follow-
ing last Thursday’s extreme weather.

“The Emergency Operations Centre, 
which was activated as a precaution ahead 
of the storm, was stood down at 9.30pm (on 
Thursday),” said Mr Manley.

“While there were a number of slips and 
fallen trees that closed local roads – includ-
ing Raetihi-Pipiriki Road at Mangaeturoa 
North Road, Tokirima Road at the Ohura 
River bridge by Maraekowhai Station, and 
Roto and Saddlers Roads – our contractors 
have been working since first light to clear 
the debris.”

Most affected roads had been expected 
to reopen by mid-morning on Friday, al-
though Raetihi-Pipiriki Road has sustained 
a major slip and would take longer to clear.

Ohura Road was reduced to one lane 
about 5km from Ohura township, and 
there had been some shallow flooding near 
Waitangata Road close to Matiere.
Water supplies

High turbidity levels caused by heavy 
rainfall, along with increased water de-
mand during the school holidays, put pres-
sure on drinking water supplies.

“Taumarunui, Ohura, and Owhango 
water treatment plants were taken offline 
during periods of peak turbidity,” said Mr 
Manley.

However, water treatment operations 
were returning to normal on Friday. The 
Waimarino (National Park), Ohakune, 
and Raetihi plants continued operating 
throughout the event without any issues.

Mr Manley added that the district’s 
wastewater systems were put under pres-
sure due to the large volumes of water en-
tering the system, but these were expected 

to stabilise as water flows subside.
As of 10.30am Friday morning, Waka 

Kotahi NZTA reported that State Highways 
43, 3 and 4 remained blocked at various 
points due to slips and were advising 
people to avoid unnecessary travel.

“With the ground still saturated and local 
roads likely to be fragile, drivers should 
take extra care, reduce speed, and watch 
out for surface flooding.”
Mayor thankful

Ruapehu Mayor Weston Kirton said that 
he wanted to thank those involved in the 
emergency response.

“I want to acknowledge the outstand-
ing efforts of council contractors and 
emergency services who worked overnight 
and are now busy supporting the recovery.

“I would also like to thank the Pipiriki 
Campground for stepping up and looking 
after a family who became stranded due 
to the road closure. It’s a great example of 
the community showing manaakitanga and 
caring for others,” he said.

NZTA had reported on Friday that slips 
closed State Highway 4 between Whan-
ganui and Raetihi.

The Whanganui River was still high on 
Friday afternoon after heavy rain in Ton-
gariro National Park and other Ruapehu 
areas, but was dropping substantially at 
Pipiriki by Friday.

MetService had predicted 100-130mm 
of rain for Tongariro National Park, but 
only 96mm fell.

NZ Transport Agency Waka Kotahi 
(NZTA) said the Parapara would reopen 
this afternoon after the completion of work 
at the Otoko underslip.

The road between Raetihi and Pipiriki 
was closed at Mangaeturoa North Rd by a 
fallen tree and a slip.

A New Zealand Army emergency responder from Waiouru Station training at the FENZ National Training Centre. 
Emergency Responders from the New Zealand Army’s 3rd Field Squadron and Emergency Response Squadron 
battled fires and attended patient rescue scenarios at a recent exercise in a state-of-the-art facility in Rotorua.
See inside for details.
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THE CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune	 Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique wines 
and cocktails to quench that thirst. Playroom for the 
kids, foozeball, air hockey and spacies to keep the kids 
entertained. Spectacular mountain views. A great place for 
casual get togethers or special occasions. Open every day. 

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road	 Ph: 06 385 8888
For over 35 years, The Powderkeg has been serving 
up exceptional food and service in a warm, welcoming 
atmosphere. Whether you’re enjoying a sunny afternoon 
on our spacious balcony or indulging in our weekly 
specials like Sushi Fridays and Smokehouse Sundays, 
there’s always something to look forward to. Join us for an 
unforgettable dining experience and follow us on Instagram 
@powderkegbar for the latest updates and mouthwatering 
offers! Open 7am till late daily.

UTOPIA CAFÉ
47 Clyde St, Ohakune	 Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 8am – 3pm for all day breakfast and 
lunch. NOW SERVING HAVANA COFFEE. A cosy memorable 
atmosphere with a great range of cabinet food and 
beverages, Frappé and smoothies. Vegan/Gluten-free 
options for both savoury and sweet are available. Speedy 
free Wi-Fi! A perfect place for everybody! 

LKNZ LODGE & CAFE
1 Rata St, Ohakune	 Ph: 027 257 LKNZ (5569)
Open every day. Menu includes our delicious big breakfast, 
creamy mushrooms, homemade soups, wedges, nachos, 
toasties, waffles and more ... Volcanic coffee, muffins & 
scones, real fruit smoothies and thick shakes. Dine in or 
takeaway. Onsite parking. www.lknz.co.nz

KINGS BAR & RESTAURANT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction	 Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by 
international chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and 
craft breweries including award winning Ruapehu Brewing 
Co beers in the fridge and on tap. See our Facebook page for 
what’s on. Please check our open times as these will vary.

Eating out in theEating out in the
Ruapehu DistrictRuapehu District

Call 06 385 8532 to list your business hereCall 06 385 8532 to list your business here

LA PIZZERIA
6 Thames St, Ohakune Junction 	 Ph: 06 385 8558 
Ohakune's most famous pizza restaurant, for over 37 years 
we have been serving Ohakune's best pizza. Come up and 
see us in the "Junction" at the end of the Old Coach Road 
and try one of our hot, tasty, handmade pizzas. Same great 
menu available for takeaway. Open 7 days, 4 – late. Check 
us out online at: www.lapizzeria.co.nz

FOR MORE DETAILS, GO TO

OHAKUNE.INFO OR RUAPEHUNOW.CO.NZ
IT'S FREE TO LIST SO PLEASE LET US KNOW IF 

YOU HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP ...
ADS@RUAPEHUBULLETIN.CO.NZ

LINK YOUR EVENT TO EVENTFINDA FOR FREE

Ruapehu Events
& What’s On

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune

06-385-8433   tcb.nz

For all your ski board and bike rental needs

Upper Mountain Music - Knoll Ridge	 12 July 
Details at www.whakapapa.com

JULY 2025

Catalyst Performance Agronomy B Grade
(and below) Squash tournament	 25-26 July
Enter via NZ Squash website or via the Ohakune Squash Club facebook page

School Holiday Fun	 28 June - 13 July
Visit www.pureturoa.nz or find us on Facebook or instagram @turoa.
nz for up to date information.

Pure Shredder	 26 July
Visit www.pureturoa.nz or find us on Facebook or instagram @turoa.
nz for up to date information.

Warren Miller Movie - All Time	 10 July
Rangataua Hall. https://events.humanitix.com/alltime-rangataua

Calendar call: Ōwhango Alive 
wants your photos

Mini magma project aims for 
revolution in volcano forecasting

A new research initiative 
aiming to transform short-
term volcanic eruption 
forecasting could provide 
earlier and more accurate 
science advice to emer-
gency managers for issuing 
warnings and establishing 
exclusion zones during 
volcanic unrest.

Led by GNS Science vol-
canologist Dr Ery Hughes, 
the project tracks magma 
depth using near-real-time 
volcanic gas chemistry for 
improved eruption fore-
casting. The project has 
recently secured funding 
through the prestigious 
MBIE Smart Ideas Endeav-
our Fund. 

The three-year project 
will simulate volcanic 
gas release by creating 
mini magma chambers – a 
laboratory and modelling 
approach that could un-
lock one of volcanology’s 
greatest challenges: deter-
mining how deep magma 
is beneath the surface in 
real time. 

“Volcanic gases are the 
only part of the magma 

that can reach the surface 
before an eruption,” says 
Dr Hughes.

“By recreating how 
those gases are released as 
magma rises, we can better 
understand what’s hap-
pening underground and 
give emergency managers 
a clearer, faster picture of 
eruption risk.
Warning signs

Forecasting volcanic 
eruptions depends on in-
terpreting early warning 
signs such as earthquakes, 
ground deformation and 
especially volcanic gases. 
These gases carry vital 
chemical signatures that in-
dicate the depth of magma. 
The shallower the magma, 
the greater the likelihood 
of eruption. Yet, until now, 
scientists have lacked the 
tools to extract this infor-
mation from real-time gas 
data. 

The project will use 
data from past eruptions 
to recreate the gas release 
process in the lab, track-
ing how gas chemistry 
changes as it rises and 

interacts with water near 
the volcano’s summit. This 
will form the basis of a new 
model capable of estimat-
ing magma depth using 
near-real-time data from 
continuous GeoNet gas 
monitoring networks. 

The research will be cen-
tred on Ruapehu – one of 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
most closely watched and 
potentially hazardous vol-
canoes – making it an ideal 
case study. But the model 
is designed to be adaptable 
for volcanoes worldwide. 
Reliable 

Beyond improving pub-
lic safety, the project has 
clear economic benefits. 
More accurate and timely 
eruption forecasting can 
help reduce costly false 
alarms and unnecessary 
evacuations, while also 
better protecting vital in-
frastructure, tourism assets, 
and primary industries. For 
communities and business-
es operating near active 
volcanoes, more reliable 
warnings mean fewer dis-
ruptions and faster recov-
ery when events do occur. 

“Being able to estimate 
magma depth from gas 
data in real time is a game-
changer,” says Dr Hughes. 

“It will help deliver fast-
er, more accurate advice 
during volcanic unrest, 
ultimately supporting bet-
ter decision-making and 
saving lives.”

R e p o r t  f ro m  G N S 
Science.

Dr Ery Hughes takes volcano samples around Tongariro volcano.

Ōwhango Alive has 
started work on their 2026 
calendar, their “biggest 
fundraiser and a much-
loved item within the 
community”. 

“Each year, this calendar 
helps support our conserva-

tion efforts — and we’d 
love for your photography 
to be part of it,” invites 
Maree Surrey.

“We’re calling on locals, 
visitors from near and far, 
nature lovers and keen pho-
tographers to submit high-
quality images that capture 
the essence of Ōwhango 
and the beautiful Ohineton-
ga Scenic Reserve. 

“Whether it’s misty 
morning bush scenes, local 
birdlife, dramatic seasonal 

shifts, or vibrant moments 
from around the village — 
we want to see what you 
see whether a first time 
visitor to our space or a 
long-time lover of a place 
we call home.”

The group are looking 
for high-resolution images 
(please use your camera’s 
highest setting); phtotos in 
landscape orientation – to 
fit the horizontal calendar 
format; images must clear-
ly represent the Ōwhango 

area or Ohinetonga Scenic 
Reserve – such as native 
flora and fauna; lush bush 
and riverscapes; snow-
capped peaks and seasonal 
beauty; community mo-
ments and events.

Submiss ion  can  be 
emailed before 15 August 
to: owhangoalive@yahoo.
com.

“If you’re unsure how 
to send large files or need 
help, just get in touch — 
we’re happy to assist.”

Last year’s Ōwhango Alive 
calendar – celebrated 
the natural area while 
also raising funds for their 
conservation effor ts. 
ABOVE: Pekepeke-Kiore/
NZ Lions Mane - photo 
Sally Lashmar. RIGHT:
Pūtangitangi/Paradise 
shelduck ducklings - 
photo Peter Brennan.
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Rabbit Nottage – Rabbit Nottage – 
standing forstanding for

Ruapehu District CouncilRuapehu District Council
Always happy for a chat!Always happy for a chat!

Authorised by Rabbit Nottage

Car crashes into Ohakune house
Two people had to be cut out of their car early on Sunday 

morning after it crashed into a holiday house on the corner 
of Park Avenue and Miro Street, Ohakune.

Emergency services including Police, St John Ambu-
lance, the rescue helicopter and the Ohakune and Raetihi 

Volunteer Fire Brigades attended.
The alarm was raised at 6:12am.
The house was vacant at the time.
One patient, believed to be suffering from a leg injury, 

was flown to hospital.

A car crashed into a holiday house in the early hours of Sunday morning, trapping 
the occupants inside. Photo supplied.

Waiouru soldier 
acknowledged for service 
to Ruapehu community

Staff Sergeant Dean Cootes of Ngāti Tūmatauenga, the 
New Zealand Army, has been awarded a Chief of Army 
commendation for his dedication to Waiouru rangatahi 
and the Ruapehu area community.

Staff Sergeant (SSGT) Dean Cootes, the range control 
operations officer at Waiouru Military Camp, developed 
and runs 360° Rangatahi Life Skills Programme for the 
rangatahi of Waiouru and surrounding districts.

Backed by funding from Ngāti Rangi Community 
Health Centre with the Whiria Ngā Hua Fund, the pro-
gramme is 31 weeks long and open to youth aged between 
13 to 17 years old.

Rangatahi navigate in the bush using GPS technol-
ogy, triage mock emergencies with fire rescue dummies, 
undertake water rescues using rope, and tackle advanced 
first aid scenarios that push their problem-solving skills 
under pressure.

They cook meals in the outdoors and in the kitchen, learn 
practical mechanical and construction skills, operate chain-
saws safely, and even host a large-scale event at Waiouru 
Rongomaraeroa-o-ngā-hau-e-whā Army National Marae.

When SSGT Cootes posted to Waiouru in 2020, he 
noticed community engagement had fallen so wanted 
to “bring back some manaakitanga to our awesome 
community”.

In 2021 he was appointed the chairperson for the newly 
formed Waiouru Community Committee and developed a 
community multi-space centre, known as The Hub.

He sought approval for the renovation, secured spon-
sorship, received donations, organised volunteers and 
project-managed the refurbishment.

“At the time there wasn’t a lot happening locally for 
teenagers so I developed a concept for the 360° Rangatahi 
programme for teens. I wanted to give them an opportunity 
to engage, contribute within the community and learn life 
skills that could make a real difference to their future.

“It’s boots-on-the-ground learning with purpose – and 
every step is designed to build confidence, capability, and 
connection. Alongside this, rangatahi give back, volunteer-
ing in ways that anchor them to their community.”

In addition, SSGT Cootes was a member of the Board of 
Trustees for the Waiouru Primary School and is involved 
with multiple junior sporting codes including rugby, swim-
ming, softball and netball.

He says it is a “real honour” to receive the commenda-
tion from the Chief of Army, Major General Rose King.

“I feel the vision for The Hub has come to fruition. The 
360° Rangatahi take a real pride in having it available 
for training.

“The rangatahi who have taken part in 360° Rangatahi 
have become integral members of the community, volun-
teering for events, becoming emergency service volunteers 
and mentoring new 360° Rangatahi coming through.  To 
have them actively engage in the community beyond 360° 
Rangatahi is something we can all be proud of.”

Attending SSGT Dean Cootes’ Chief of Army commendation ceremony are (from left) daughter Aria; Chief of Army 
Major General Rose King (holding SSGT Cootes’ grandson, Khalias); daughter Kaia; partner Tania and the Sergeant 
Major of the Army, Warrant Officer Class One Dave Alder.. Photo: NZDF.
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THE WEEKLY WORKOUT answers for each puzzle are included on this page

SUDOKU Fill the grid so every row, column and every 3x3 box contains 1-9

SUDOKU

809

1 2

1 2

The Top 10
1. In Sleepless in Seattle, where do Sam 
(Tom Hanks) and Annie (Meg Ryan) meet?
2. The 18th Amendment, valid from 1919 to 
1933, prohibited what in the United States?
3. The area known as ‘the cradle of 
civilisation’ lies between which two rivers?
4. What does the abbreviation BFF stand 
for?
5. Is the flag of Nepal unique because it’s 
round, has five sides, or is an octagon?
6. Where would you find the sunlight zone, 
twilight zone, and abyssal zone?
7. Blinky, Pinky, Inky, and Clyde are ghosts 
in which 1980s video game?
8. What’s the first name of Gatsby in The 
Great Gatsby?
9. A pluot is a cross between which two 
fruits?
10. Which song mentions ‘a girl with 
kaleidoscope eyes’?

QUICK CROSSWORD

CROSSWORD

Across: 1. Precious stones, 10. Idiom, 11. 
Snail mail, 12. Basmati, 13. Liaison, 14. 
Snoop, 16. Abominate, 19. Component, 20. 
Early, 22. Empress, 25. Posture, 27. Small 
talk, 28. Outed, 29. Discriminatory. 
Down: 2. Rainstorm, 3. Comma, 4. Obstinate, 
5. Stall, 6. Talkative, 7. Nears, 8. Silence, 9. 
Nimbus, 15. Propeller, 17. Outspoken, 18. Air 
guitar, 19. Creased, 21. Yields, 23. Peaks, 24. 
Swarm, 26. Short. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10 11

12 13

14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26

27 28

29

1. Empire State Building, 2. Making or selling 
alcohol, 3. Tigris and Euphrates, 4. Best friend 
forever, 5. Has five (irregular) sides, 6. In an 
ocean, 7. Pac Man, 8. Jay, 9. Plum and apricot, 
10. Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds.

Across
1. Diamonds, 
sapphires, emeralds 
etc (8,6)
10. Turn of phrase (5)
11. Letters sent by 
post (colloq) (5,4)
12. Type of rice (7)
13. An affair (7)
14. Pry (5)
16. Detest (9)
19. Part (9)
20. Premature (5)
22. Female ruler (7)
25. Stance (7)
27. Chit chat (5,4)
28. Exposed (colloq) 
(5)
29. Biased (14)

Down
2. Downpour (9)
3. Punctuation mark 
(5)
4. Stubborn (9)
5. Delay (5)
6. Loquacious (9)
7. Approaches (5)
8. Absence of sound 
(7)
9. Cloud type (6)
15. Screw (9)
17. Forthright (9)

18. Imaginary instrument 
(3,6)
19. Folded, wrinkled (7)
21. Surrenders (6)
23. Summits (5)
24. Throng (5)
26. Brief (5)

THE TOP 10

Puzzles © The Puzzle Company  

Enjoy WordFit puzzles? 
Magazines available from 

www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz
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Rain and rock n roll: Teen’s epic ride for Māori wards
By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporting
Māori wards schoolboy campaigner Jack Karetai-

Barrett travelled around Ruapehu on his quest to push 
the case for Māori wards.

With help from Raetihi resident Liz Brooker, he 
decided to sit out the storm last week rather than ride 
down the Parapara.

The 15-year-old is cycling to Wellington from his 
hometown of Whakatāne during his school holidays 
to deliver a letter to Parliament explaining why Māori 
wards matter.

Karetai-Barrett (Kai Tahu, Kāti Māmoe, Waitaha, 
Rapuwai) had hoped to deliver his message to the 
Prime Minister, but his request to Christopher Luxon 
was turned down.

“I reckon he’s just scared of me,” Karetai-Barrett 
quipped.

At 10, Karetai-Barrett helped deliver a petition to the 
steps of Parliament seeking to remove the provision 
for community polls to overturn council decisions to 
introduce Māori wards.

“Fast forward five years later, Christopher Luxon’s 
decided: yeah-nah, we don’t want that. I’m cycling to 
Parliament to say: yeah-yeah, we’re having it.”

Under law introduced by the coalition government, 
councils that established a Māori ward from 2020 without 
a public referendum had the option of either scrapping 
the ward or holding a binding public poll during the 
October 2025 local elections.

The legislation will spark a raft of local referenda 
around the country.

Labour leader Chris Hipkins has agreed to receive 
Karetai-Barrett in Wellington.

“I said Christopher Luxon originally because he’s the 
prime minister but Chris Hipkins stepped up and he’s 
happy to meet me. In my opinion, he’s a way cooler guy.

“We’ll show Christopher Luxon who’s boss.”
The Whakatāne High School student’s message to 

those opposed to Māori wards was to think about it a 
bit more.

“There’s not really any reason to oppose it. Look into 
it, think about it a bit more. It’s such a smart thing that 
should be normal,” Karetai-Barrett told Local Democ-
racy Reporting.

“My message is to vote yes for Māori wards, don’t 
get rid of them.”

Karetai-Barrett arrived in Whanganui on Thursday and 
was back on the road on Friday morning. He plans to be 
on the steps of Parliament at 1pm on Wednesday, 9 July.

Karetai-Barrett’s route covers nearly 900km over 11 
days, cycling through small towns to avoid state high-
ways and find safer cycling.

Most of the time he is cycling alone.
He walked and cycled the 87km each way from Whakatāne 

to Tauranga and back during the April school holidays.
The two campaigns had changed him, he said.
“It’s made me a bit more resilient. On my walk to 

Tauranga, I didn’t expect it to be as difficult as it was. 
At the end of the walk, I wasn’t even walking anymore, 
I was shuffling.”

He had also lost weight but gained muscle, grown an 
inch in height and was pressing 90kg, up from 40kg.

The journey to Whanganui through the central North 
Island had hit some bad weather, including “a torrential 
downpour and rain near hail level” and was re-routed 
several times but had been “pretty good” overall.

“It’s been quite chill. I listen to all my rock n roll – 
ACDC, The Offspring, Bon Jovi – those are the main 
three things I listen to.”

People warned him to watch out for semi-trailer trucks 
on the roads.

“But they’re the best drivers on the road. They give me 
so much space. A lot of the cars aren’t so kind. I skimmed 
my bars on someone’s doors as they were coming past 
at 100km an hour.”

Karetai-Barrett said the response from the public had 
been reasonable.

“When I walked to Tauranga I had lots of people say-
ing nasty things on Facebook but I haven’t seen one hate 
comment this time.”

He has been hosted by well-wishers along the way, 
including Te Ao Hou Marae and Whanganui District 
councillor Charlotte Melser.

“I think Jack’s amazing,” Melser said. “It’s so rare to 
find a rangatahi of his age with this level of conviction for 
a kaupapa that most people his age aren’t even aware of.”

Karetai-Barrett is already planning his next campaign 
ride – the 3000km Te Araroa trail during the summer.

He is considering physiotherapy as a career, not 
politics.

“Too stressful. I don’t want some random 15-year-old 
kid biking up to see me to tell me I’m wrong.”

Candidate nominations have opened around the coun-
try for October’s local government elections.

Ruapehu District has Māori wards so will be holding 
a referendum on whether to keep them or not.

LDR is local body journalism co-funded by RNZ and 
NZ On Air

Whakatāne 15-year-old Jack Karetai-Barrett itakes a break from the storm in Raetihi, 
before heading to Whanganui on his way to Parliament. The cycling campaign has been 
supported by many well-wishers along the way. Photo: Liz Brooker.
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FINAL NOTICE

Owhango 227 Otapouri Road

2.8911ha 3 1 2

Auction (will not be sold prior)

12pm, Mon 14 Jul 2025

Schnapps Bar, Tongariro National Park, State

Highway 4, Waimarino

Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Rating sale!

This is an auction of the fee simple property situated at

227 Otapouri Road, Owhango under the provisions of

Sections 67 to 76 of the Local Government (Rating)

Act 2002.

A 261sqm (more or less) home set on 2.8911ha (more

or less) lifestyle block, approximately 3kms from the

village of Owhango. This is a prime opportunity for the

canny investor wanting to buy a lifestyle property in

the Central Plateau.

Zoned rural. Rating sale terms and conditions apply.

bayleys.co.nz/2900731

Ohakune Squash player 
wins Nationals grade title

Turning up the heat for 
firefighting training

Emergency Responders from the New 
Zealand Army’s 3rd Field Squadron and Emer-
gency Response Squadron battled fires and 
attended patient rescue scenarios at a recent 
exercise in a state-of-the-art facility in Rotorua.

The training, at the National Training Cen-
tre, was to ensure crews from both Linton and 
Burnham Military Camps and the New Zealand 
Defence Force’s Waiouru Station were certi-
fied in their respective skills. Assessors from 
Fire and Emergency New Zealand marked the 
competencies of the crews, who all success-
fully completed the tasks.

“Every level was assessed during the train-
ing,” Sapper Matthieu Rousseau said.

“There are the two ‘back-seaters’, who are 
the team that goes into the building to do the 
work, then the pump operator, who’s also the 
driver, and the Officer in Charge (OIC) who 
leads the truck.”

The back-seater team was evaluated on 
whether they were safely following the correct 
drills, communicating clearly and following 
instructions. The pump operator had to show 
they were responding at the correct speed, 

following the correct and safe driving rules, 
including parking in the correct manner away 
from smoke, and getting water to the truck.

The OIC was rated on whether they came 
up with a good plan, using the correct tactics 
and able to communicate information to other 
emergency responders if needed.

“Everyone performed really well, above 
expectations. One of the things about this trade 
is you never really know what you’re going to 
turn up to. We get the information from com-
munications, but it’s difficult to know the exact 
scenario we will be facing,” says Rousseau.

SPR Rousseau, a pump operator, is about to 
start his junior command course and during the 
exercise he was also given the opportunity to 
find out the challenges of the OIC role.

“It had its difficulties, but with the guidance 
from some of the guys who were there, the role 
just fell into place.

“It was a satisfying exercise and it’s always 
great to be able to use the National Training 
Centre, which is world-class – there’s nothing 
better in the country. So whenever we get to 
go, I’m always stoked,” SPR Rousseau said.

Over the weekend several 
Ohakune Squash Club play-
ers and supporters travelled to 
the North Shore Squash Club 
in Auckland for the National 
Open and graded champs. Of 
the 10 Central players in the 
graded champs, three were from 
Ohakune, two from Turangi and 
one from Taihape.  

Best result for Ohakune came 
from Madison Lee who won the 
New Zealand F Grade women’s 
title beating Anna Doubell from 
the Eastern district 3-1. The F 
grade trophy was donated to 
New Zealand Squash by the 
Ohakune Squash Club in 2012 
and has previously been won 
by two Ohakune players, Nicky 
Schrafft in 2016 and Poppy 
Dekker in 2020.  

The other two Ohakune play-
ers both made it to their re-
spective final title matches. 
Jessie Harding narrowly lost to 
Southlands Mia Mennell in a 
close five-setter for the E grade 
women’s title, fighting back 
from 2-0 down. Jayden Bailey 
lost the B grade tile match for 
the men’s B grade title to Jaiden 
Turton from the Waikato district. 

All finals were live streamed 
so club members share the 
excitement back in Ohakune 
along with those who travelled 
to Auckland to support.

Other players from the Rua-
pehu region to do well was 
Taihape’s Lily Alabaster who 
won the D grade women’s title 

and Turangi’s Joe Waetford who 
was runner up in the men’s F 
grade. Together the Central team 
regained the Ossie’s trophy from 
Auckland for best performing 
district of the 11 squash districts.  

In the Open divisions, world 
number three, Paul Coll from 
Canterbury beat Auckland’s 
Elijah Thomas 3-0 in the men’s 
final and Central’s Kaitlyn Watts 
beat Auckland’s Ella Lash in a 
close five setter in the women’s 
final to gain her first open title.   

Last week’s Ruapehu Zone 
interclub was a bye week.  This 
week is the start of round two 
with all teams in Turangi.  

Week three of interhouse on 
Thursday saw Karakal beat Sal-
ming 89/69, Tecnifibre beat Un-
squashable 90/74 and Prince nar-
rowly beat Dunlop 74/72. Head 
got 80 for the bye.  Points to date 
are Tecnifibre 263, Unsquashable 
252, Dunlop 242, Head 236, Sal-
ming 222, Prince 222 and Karakal 
208.  The draw for this Thursday 
is 5:00pm Prince vs Tecnifibre, 
6:30pm Unsquashable vs Head 
8:00pm Salming vs Dunlop and 
Karakal has the bye.

Registrations for term three 
junior squash coaching is open. 
See the Facebook page for 
details.

Madison Lee, Ohakune’s F-Grade title winner. Photo: Ohakune 
Squash Club.

National finals players, Jayden Bailey, Jessie Harding and Madison Lee.

Network investment 
and community 
support takes priority:  
local power firm

A local electricity lines company has outlined 
its work for the coming year, prioritising invest-
ment in its network electricity infrastructure and 
signalling continued community support.

Commitments from the community-owned The 
Lines Company (TLC) are summarised in its 2025 
Statement of Corporate Intent (SCI). The document 
is available now, on the TLC website. 

“This local ownership is key to delivering what 
our customers need now and in the future. We are 
keenly aware of the role we have in enabling our 
communities to thrive and businesses to operate 
effectively,” said TLC chief executive Mike Fox.

TLC has committed $28.5 million into the local 
electricity network in this financial year.

“At its core, our network must be safe and 
reliable, delivering great value to our customers,” 
continued Fox. 

“We know that the decisions we make today 
will impact our customers now and into the future. 
We are committed to ensuring our network is well 
maintained for future generations, is resilient to the 
effects of climate change and can accommodate 
future growth.”

TLC has also supported a strong call from its 
shareholder, Waitomo Energy Services Customer 
Trust (WESCT) and its commitment to achieving 
the right balance between investment and mainte-
nance in the infrastructure for a reliable network, 
meaningful discounts and strong support of com-

munities through sponsorships, scholarships, fund-
ing Maru Energy Trust, energy hardship initiatives 
and community grant funding.

“We know that as electricity costs rise, it’s go-
ing to be harder for some people. Our intent is to 
partner with others to support those who most need 
help,” Fox said. 
Effective 

“We remain committed to providing free energy 
education seminars, aimed at helping households 
use electricity more effectively. Our support of 
Maru enables the installation of insulation and 
heat pumps for eligible homeowners, providing 
warmer drier homes and reducing electricity bills.

“We are proud of our commitment to building 
genuine partnerships,” said Fox. 

“Over the past year we have partnered with 
iwi and councils on several initiatives, all geared 
towards reducing energy hardship, reducing cost 
of electricity and collaboration so that collectively 
we deliver better bang for buck.”

In February, TLC also confirmed WESCT 
beneficiaries would see an increase in the annual 
electricity discount before GST from $5.2 million 
to $6.0 million. 

“This SCI hits the mark in terms of balanc-
ing investment in our assets to ensure we keep 
customers connected, beneficiary discounts and 
community support across the entire TLC network 
area,” said Fox.
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Diego Chapman 
Mora enjoys his first 
ski for 2025, on the 
first weekend of the 
Whakapapa season, 
and the first weekend  
of skiing for the new 
owners of the field, 
Whakapapa Holdings 
Limited. The Company 
gave away free ski 
passes for Happy Valley 
on their opening days.

Your 
guide to 
winter at 
Ruapehu

PICK UP YOUR COPY TODAY!

AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT 
THE RUAPEHU DISTRICT
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Raetihi 43 Grey Street 

Warm with room to move

It's refreshing to find a two bedroom property that has plenty of room to move. This

house sits on a 761sqm fully fenced section with ample room for the kids and pets to let

off all that reserved energy. Both bedrooms are doubles and flow onto the open plan

living area and kitchen. The bathroom has spacious built-in storage with the separate

toilet and large linen cupboard right next door. The separate laundry is just off the

kitchen. This house is kept super warm in winter by the woodburner and double glazing

throughout. BBQ's are a must in the summer season and what better place to entertain

than in the private courtyard.

2 1 1 1

For Sale $335,000

View By appointment

Web pb.co.nz/OHU203917

Property Brokers Ltd Licensed REAA 2008 | pb.co.nz

Polly Ingles

M 027 315 8368

Jenna Hovelle

M 027 361 0167

Ohakune 18 Raupo Lane 

Build your dream with a view

Perfectly positioned between the Ohakune town centre and the Junction, this flat, north-

facing section offers an enviable blend of convenience, sun, and scenery. With a

mountain view and direct access to services at the boundary, this site is ready for your

vision to come to life - whether it's a sleek two-storey escape or a cozy alpine hideaway.

Bordering a wetland reserve, nature becomes your neighbour, while thoughtfully

designed covenants ensure the long-term quality and character of the surrounding

community. Opportunities like this don' come around often, secure your slice of Ohakune

paradise today.

For Sale $149,000

View By appointment

Web pb.co.nz/OHU207814

Property Brokers Ltd Licensed REAA 2008 | pb.co.nz

Polly Ingles

M 027 315 8368

Jenna Hovelle

M 027 361 0167

Raetihi pupils combine culture, collaboration and kai
A group of Raetihi Primary School pu-

pils were among the first to ride the brand-
new Te Hangāruru Trail recently, along 
with pupils from National Park School, 
following the opening of the trail.

“This beautiful new taonga, gifted by 
Te Korowai o Wainuiārua and the wider 
community, was a powerful moment for 
our kura,” said principal Josie Hagger.

“The awe-inspiring Mangaturuturu Awa 
suspension bridge and the strong sense of 
manākitanga made for a truly unforget-
table day.”

Other adventures have featured promi-
nently as students tackled the Mangawhero 
River Trail and Te Ara Mangawhero biking 
tracks. 

“Despite the rain and unfamiliar terrain, 
our tamariki showed incredible resilience, 
grit, and teamwork. Thanks to the gener-
ous support of whānau and our wonderful 
partners — Sport Whanganui, Tū Manawa 
Active Aotearoa, and TCB Ohakune — 
every child was equipped and ready to 
embrace the experience.”
Pike challenge

The school’s William Pike Challenge 
programme continues to provide trans-
formative, hands-on learning experiences 
that go far beyond the classroom, says 
Mrs Hagger. 

Part of their journey is as “Kaitiaki o 
te Ngahere—Guardians of the Forest” 

— working alongside Clodagh from the 
Department of Conservation. 

Their conservation learning began with 
practical lessons around predator control 
and protecting precious native taonga. 

“But at Raetihi Kura, William Pike is 
about much more than completing tasks. It 
is about connection — strengthening ties to 
their whānau, their rohe, the ngahere, awa, 
maunga and iwi. Through these experi-
ences, students develop a strong sense of 
belonging, pride, and identity.”

As part of the challenge, they visited 
Tuhiariki Marae, working in the maara 
kai, cleaned the whare and sharing kai and 
kōrero with kaumātua and whānau. 

“A beautiful exchange took place — 
seed potatoes gifted by our whānau and 
freshly harvested Mataroa Riwai in return.”
Technology

Pupils have also taken on technology 
classes at Ruapehu College, under the tute-
lage of Maxine Hakaraia and Duane Dixon.

Pupils produced culinary delights from 
Cornish pasties to creamy pasta carbonara. 
Their learning also embraced the spirit 
of Matariki mā Puanga as they prepared 
a shared hāngī and crafted decorated 
biscuits, combining culture, collaboration 
and kai.

Year 7 pupils worked with Mr Dixon 
in the digital technology suite, exploring 
computer design, mastering Microsoft and 
Google tools and building both creative 
and technical confidence. 

“The shift to delivering Technology at 
Ruapehu College has laid strong founda-
tions for our senior learners, helping to 
foster smooth, confident transitions as they 
prepare to step into secondary school,” says 
Mrs Hagger.

Senior pupils also attended the 25th 
National Young Leaders Day in Palmerston 
North during the term, where they were in-
spired by speakers such as Julia Grace, Jase 
Te Patu, and Georgia Lines. The theme, 
Stronger Together, encouraged them to 
reflect on the importance of connection, 
resilience, and support.

Other activities are the school during the 
term included an afternoon walking group, 
Jumping June and Pink Shirt Day and Pink 

Ribbon morning tea.
Cultural and creative experiences included a visit by 

“Speak Up Friend” from Co Theatre Physical, Puanga 
mā Matariki celebrations with kite making, weaving, 
traditional Māori games and shared kai; and the end-of-
term disco.

Work is also going on with the school buildings – in-
stalling double-glazed windows and on the long-awaited 
weather-tightness project in the administration block.

Another milestone was welcoming the new iwi represen-

tative, Marilyn Kairimu from Te Korowai o Wainuiārua, 
to the Board of Trustees. 

“Marilyn brings a deep wealth of wisdom, experience, 
and connection to our kura, and we are incredibly proud to 
have her walking alongside us. Strengthening our relation-
ship with our iwi is not only vital for sound governance 
but for the cultural, educational, and spiritual wellbeing 
of our tamariki,” said Mrs Hagger. 

Term Three will include the kura snow programme; 
enviro learning and maara kai.

Raetihi Primary School pupils line up to be the first riders on the new Te Hangāruru trail after the opening. Photos: 
Raetihi Primary School.

Raetihi pupils experienced hāngi cooking at their technology classes at Ruapehu 
College.

Marilyn Kairimu.

Horizons calls for candidates
Horizons Regional Council is calling for 

people to stand for election – a key way to 
help to make the region a healthy environ-
ment where people thrive.

Horizons electoral officer Warwick 
Lampp says candidate nominations for 
this year’s local body elections are open 
and close at 12 noon on 1 August 2025.

“People with an interest in the man-
agement of natural resources across 
the Horowhenua, Palmerston North, 
Manawatū, Tararua, Rangitīkei, Whan-
ganui and Ruapehu districts should turn 
their minds to standing for election,” says 
Mr Lampp.

“Horizons monitors and manages fresh-
water, biodiversity and biosecurity, pro-
vides critical flood management and 
climate resilience assets, manages the 
region’s response to natural disasters, plans 

public transport services, and much more.
“It is an exciting time to stand for a seat 

around Horizons’ council table. There are 
big projects underway, a lot of central 
government policy change in the pipeline, 
work to be undertaken to enhance our 
region’s resilience against climatic events, 
and new public transport networks to be 
launched. Successful candidates will have 
the chance to shape how all of those will 
impact the Horizons Region for years to 
come.”

Horizons, which is the trading name for 
Manawatū-Whanganui Regional Council, 
has 14 seats to fill once voting opens in 
September, says Mr Lampp.

“Those seats include two Māori con-
stituencies: Raki Māori and Tonga Māori. 
Those councillors will represent people 

Turn to Page 9
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Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing & Drainlaying
•	 Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of 

all pumps
•	 Fires & Solar 
•	 5 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck

“Your local Registered Certifier”

Call Brian 027 436 1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE

Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 

vehicles, wheel alignments, computer 
diagnostics, warrant of fitness 

inspections, parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service & sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune – Raetihi – Rangataua –

Horopito – National Park – Whanganui

Land development

Ph 027 685 4854

NEW LOCATION
Next to BP Ohakune

Open Monday – Friday 8am – 4pm
Saturday 9am – 12pm. Sunday CLOSED

P 027 2799 724    E ohakunehire@xtra.co.nz

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF HIRE 
EQUIPMENT. SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

FOR THE BIG JOBS:
 digger hire, cherry pickers, 
pumps, wood splitters, 
generators, car trailers, post 
hole borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, rollers & 
compactors, portable trencher

Marquee Hire

Tree & Garden Services

Ph 021 951 962

Garden maintenance & landscaping
Tree care and removal

Landscape design and installation

Over two decades of experience in commercial 
and private tree & garden management

Fully qualified and insured

Contact us today for a free consultation or 
estimate – email treeshapeltd@gmail.com

Curtains & Blinds

Ph 022 307 2627

Experts Experts ~~ at your service at your service

Property Maintenance / Cleaning

021 886509 or 021 0782419

• General Cleaning
• Property Maintenance

• Carpet Cleaning
• Water Blasting Services
• Floor polishing/buffing

For a free no obligation quote call:
RAY 021 886 509 or MAURICE 021 078 2419

Or visit: www.rccpml.co.nz

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

FOR YOUR 
BUILDING PROJECT 

& DIY NEEDS
MON to FRI – 7.30am – 5pm

SAT 9am –midday

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill.Cut down on your power bill.  
Go gas hot water & heating Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.– supplied and installed.
Call for a consultation.Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 orPhone Denise 027 482 7488 or

EmailEmail
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nzaccounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Auto Services

Ph 027 863 7454

Locally owned and operated 
by mechanic Daniel Norris. 

WOF $75 car, $45 trailer

Ruapehu Motors
Cnr Seddon St and Valley Rd, Raetihi.

For enquiries, please phone Daniel

Looking for a dependable local plumber in your area?
Count on our skillful local Ohakune plumber for all your
plumbing requirements. Whether it’s a leaking pipe or a

blocked drain, we deliver quality service with fair pricing
in the Ohakune & surrounding areas. 

Our Whanganui based team also has a building division
that specalises in bathroom renovations, and general

building maintenance, our builders travel to you.  

Don’t hesitate, get in touch with us today 

021 635 517 office@plumberdan.co.nz

Plumber

Ph 06 385 8700

Heat Pumps

Ohakune TV ElectricalOhakune TV Electrical

Free quotes. Interest Free Terms available.Free quotes. Interest Free Terms available.
Total 5-year Warranty. Q Card.    ohakunetv@xtra.co.nzTotal 5-year Warranty. Q Card.    ohakunetv@xtra.co.nz

Choose the best heat 
pump designed to heat 

your home
Call us for a service and clean 

of your heat pump

For everything 
Ohakune, visit 

www.
ohakune.

info

Note:Note:
Call Jude to book 

this space
 for next

 

week.
Only cost

s $$34.8734.87+GST 

each week for 50 

weeks, in colour!

Other opti
ons availa

ble.

p: 06-385-8532

e: ads@
ruapehubu

lletin.co.n
z

Ohakune Landscape Supplies

Ph 0800 926 315

- Huge range of Pebbles	 - Builders mix
- Mulch	 - Sand	 - White chip
- Bark	 - Topsoil	 - Pavers
- Pea Straw	 - Bagged Garden Fertilisers
- Rail & Mac Sleepers

~ Call to arrange supply ~ FREE loan trailer ~
~ eftpos available ~

Email: Ohakune.landscape@gmail.com
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Marquee Hire

Chapman to stand for council
Past Waimarino Waiouru community 

board member John Chapman has an-
nounced his intention to stand for election 
to the Ruapehu District Council.

Chapman, who sat on both the Na-
tional Park and Waimarino Community 
Boards, said: “ I’m delighted to have the 
opportunity to once again serve my com-
munity and continue the work I began as 
a board member in enlarging the scope 
and responsibilities of our boards and 
pressing for a board in Taumarunui Ohura. 
Whilst the changes in Council’s structure 
at the last election brought about greater 
engagement with Māori and the wider 
community, one crucial part of our com-
munity, the rural agriculture sector, has 
been left out. 

“I would like to see the next Council 
give positive consideration to the estab-
lishment of a rural ward in the district. 
Our agricultural sector provides the lion’s 
share of our local economy and, if we are 

to grow as a district, then they need to 
have a seat at the table. That said, the re-
cent budget blowouts have demonstrated 
a clear need for real-time monitoring of 
council expenditure by council members.

“Ruapehu District Council faces enor-
mous challenges over the next decade in 
its governance of the district. The loss of 
jobs in the south and the closure of the 
Chateau in the north have negatively im-
pacted our local economy still recovering 
from Covid. The challenges of rebuilding 
our economy and governing effectively 
and affordably for all our communities 
will take a team that will listen to our 
communities, work across our admin-
istration, community boards and iwi to 
meet those challenges. A team that, once 
elected, can set aside political differences 
and work together for the benefit of all our 
communities.”

More information on his candidacy is 
at www.jcforrdc.com

of Māori descent and bring forward Māori views and 
aspirations, but take an oath to serve all people in the 
Horizons Region.

“Candidates for those constituencies do not need to be 
of Māori descent. The opposite also applies, with Māori 
able to stand in general constituencies.

“Candidates can come from a wide range of back-
grounds and hold different perspectives on a range of 
issues. This helps to create a variety of viewpoints around 
the council table after the election.”

More information about standing for election, includ-
ing nomination forms, can be found online at elections.
horizons.govt.nz.

People can ensure they are enrolled and their details are 
correct online at vote.nz.

For more specific information about the details of this 
election, head to elections.horizons.govt.nz or Horizons’ 
elections officers by emailing elections@horizons.govt.
nz or calling free phone 0508 800 800.

River and rainfall monitoring network upgraded
A “significant upgrade” of the region’s environmental data 

monitoring network, expanding coverage and making it more 
resilient against weather events, has been completed.

Horizons Regional Council group manager regional services 
and information Ged Shirley says Horizons has delivered a 
wide suite of work, made possible thanks to receiving more 
than $4.2 million from central government’s Cyclone Recovery 
Flood Resilience Co-investment Fund, to build resilience to the 
impacts of climate change and recover from Cyclone Gabrielle.

“A large portion of this went towards upgrading flood 
forecasting and communications resilience across the region, 
with this work delivered by our Environmental Data team,” 
says Mr Shirley.

“The significant spikes in traffic we get to our Envirodata 
website during severe weather events shows people value the 
data we collect and how it helps them to keep themselves, 
loved ones, property and stock safe from flooding.
Co-investment

“The co-investment from central government means we 
have delivered this upgrade work, which we had planned to do 
over eight years, in two years. This gives people the benefits 
of an upgraded network sooner than we had planned.

“Monitoring stations now have five-day standby power as 
a minimum, our telecommunications network between sites 
and our servers have been enhanced, and we are now able to 
receive data from sites at more frequent intervals than before.”

While upgrades were made across the region, there was a 
specific focus on improving coverage in Tararua after Cyclone 
Gabrielle, says Mr Shirley.

“This included new and improved data monitoring sites, 
all river sites being made more resilient against floods, and 
updates to the forecasting models for three major rivers along 
the Tararua coast.

“Ultimately, this work provides better situational awareness 
and foresight during severe weather events.”

Horizons’ environmental data network is not just used during 
severe rainfall events, says Mr Shirley.

“Our network is relied on by water take consent holders to 
ensure they know their relevant minimum flow and water use 
volumes during drier months.

“Various other people and groups, including researchers, 
schools and other councils, access our environmental data for 
a range of reasons.”
Alert system

This upgrade work comes after Horizons updated its flood 
alert system in 2024, making that system more effective in 
providing automated alerts in flood situations, says Mr Shirley.

“We are committed to continually making improvements 
to our systems, giving people improved tools to manage risk 
during severe weather events.”

Horizons group manager catchment operations Dr Jon 
Roygard says this project also involved improving some flood 
management assets.

“Pump stations, especially those across the Taonui Basin, 
had their standby power upgraded and telecommunications 
equipment improved.”

Other projects supported by the $4.2 million of co-invest-
ment from central government are ongoing, says Dr Roygard.

“We are also well advanced on a regional flood vulner-
ability study. We hope to present the findings of the study 
later this year.”

To learn more about the upgrade work, and sign up for 
Horizons’ river alert system, see https://www.horizons.govt.
nz/flood-emergency-management/environmental-data-(1).

To view rainfall, river flow and other data collected by 
Horizons, see envirodata.horizons.govt.nz.

John Chapman. Photo: Barbara van der Woerd.

From Page 7

Horizons calls 
for candidates

Work on part of the Region’s environmental data monitoring network included 
this site on Raupiu Road, off the Parapara Highway.

Army reservists to be tested in annual Waiouru exercise
Up to 250 reservists are expected 

to take part in this month’s Exercise 
Tauwharenīkau, the largest New Zea-
land Army Reserve Force collective 
field training exercise to be run this 
year.

The exercise, based in the Waiouru 
Military Training Area, provides 
Reserve Force personnel with an op-
portunity to hone their skills and ply 
their technical expertise in a large-
scale training activity, within different 
scenarios and utilising a range of capa-
bilities and equipment used by Ngāti 
Tūmatauenga, the New Zealand Army.

The exercise replicates the scale 
and complexity of operations soldiers 
could encounter on overseas deploy-
ments and builds on Exercise Italy, a 
recent urban peacekeeping exercise 
conducted recently in Whanganui.

Whanganui local Corporal Ray 
Stewart, a section commander for 
5th/7th Battalion, Royal New Zealand 
Infantry Regiment (RNZIR), is look-
ing forward to continuing his training 
during Tauwharenīkau within more 
complex scenarios.

During the Whanganui exercise, his 
team provided security for a Forward 
Operating Base, patrolled streets and 

provided security for ‘local’ commu-
nity meetings.

Challenges included being in the 
centre of a confrontation between vil-
lage representatives.

He says it was a realistic glimpse 
into security and stability operations.

“Some of the scenarios were chal-
lenging but the training is in a sup-
portive and safe environment where we 
are encouraged to be put into situations 
we may not have experienced before. 

“As a section commander my prior-
ity is to give orders based on what the 
commander wants achieved, manage 
my section and ensure they are pre-
pared for a variety of situations,” says 
Corporal Stewart.

Corporal Stewart spent five years as 
a youth development specialist work-
ing at the Youth Development Unit 
(YDU) at Royal New Zealand Air 
Force Base Ohakea. 

This included working on the Lim-
ited Service Volunteer courses for 
unemployed 18-24 year olds who are 
not studying or training, and Services 
Academies within secondary schools, 
fostering skills and values to help 
senior students take positive roles in 
society.

Another Tauwharenīkau participant 
will be Lance Corporal Tom Oldham, 
a New Plymouth-based medic from 
Central Health Support Squadron, 
Defence Health Organisation. He also 
took part in Exercise Italy.

In Waiouru, he’ll either be a medic 
as part of a section, or assigned as a 
detachment medic working with a 
commander, doctor, nurse and another 
medic.

“I will be furthering my leadership 
and clinical skills so having a perspec-
tive of the challenges and problem 
solving that a platoon medic faces was 
a great experience.”

A medical detachment is designed 
to triage and stabilise a patient on or 
near the location of their injury giving 
them a higher rate of survival. Once 
stabilised, ideally emergency services 
would extract them from the location 
to the nearest hospital.

“I’ve been learning the basics of 
medic roles on night parades, which 
allowed me to step up into the role of 
platoon medic. I completed my Junior 
Non-Commissioned Officers course 
last year and this has allowed me to 
develop those skills and put them into 
practice in a peacekeeping security 

role,” says Lance Corporal Oldham.
Moving from Australia, Lance 

Corporal Oldham joined the NZ Army 
Band in 2017 playing the Tenor Horn. 
After serving four years the 25-year-old 
decided to pursue physiotherapy study 
and is now at New Plymouth Hospital 
as a qualified physiotherapist.

“A friend advised I join the Reserve 
Force in a medical capacity when 
beginning study. Since joining, I have 

worked and learnt alongside doctors, 
nurses, medics and Reservists with 
a wealth of medical experience in 
their civilian employment that have 
enhanced my learning in the medical 
realm.

“Joining the Reserve Force has given 
me a family culture and support net-
work that I wouldn’t have had, and the 
opportunity to continue playing with 
the Army Band on a part-time basis.”

Corporal Ray Stewart departs the 5/7 RNZIR Forward Operating Base to patrol 
as part of a recent urban security exercise.
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE

BUSINESS NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

Deadline for all advertising 
bookings and copy is

5pm Fridays!

BUSINESS 
NOTICES

FIREWOOD 4 SALE. Mixed 
blend of gum, pine with 
native. $125 per cube, 1 to 2 
cube trailer load per order. 
Free delivery Ohakune/
Raetihi, Txt/Call Jock 0273 
602 700.

Bennett’s Tank 
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps. 
Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

WATER TROUGHS, cattle 
or sheep. Different sizes. 
Delivered price quoted. Ph 
0800-487-633.

GARAGE DOORS, all 
types of garage doors, 
specialising in sectional 
garage doors and auto 
openers. For a free 
quote ring Alex Ferrier 
Building Services Ltd on 
07-895-5890.

Ruapehu Mayor
Weston Kirton

To arrange a meeting 
or call back please 
phone Council on 

06 385 8364 or email: 
kay.kidd@ruapehudc.

govt.nz

Ruapehu Mayor
Weston Kirton

To arrange a meeting or call 
back, please phone Council 

on 06 385 8364 or email:
kay.kidd@ruapehudc.govt.nz

Appliance Testing 
& Tagging

Keep your gear safe & 
compliant.

Call Kevin
 027 439 5297

PUBLIC NOTICES
Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Kama Holdings Limited have made an application to the 
District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District Council 
for the Renewal of an On Licence in respect of the 
premises situated at 53 Clyde Street, Ohakune and known 
as The Mountain Rocks Café & Bar.  The general nature 
of the business to be conducted under the licence is that 
of a Café/Restaurant.  The days on which and the hours 
during which alcohol is intended to be sold under the 
licence are: Interior of the Premises: Monday to Sunday - 
8.00am – 2.00am the following day.
Exterior of the Premises: Monday to Sunday – 9.00am – 
10.00pm of the same day.
The application may be inspected during ordinary office 
hours at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia Street, 
Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to 
object to the issue of the licence may, not later than 25 
working days after the date of the publication of this 
notice, file a notice in writing of the objection with the 
Secretary of the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu 
District Council, Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui 3946.
No objections to the renewal of a licence may be made in 
relation to a matter other than a matter specified in section 
131 of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.
.This is the second publication of this notice. The first 
notice was published on 2 July 2025.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the annual 
General Meeting of Raetihi Cosmopolitan 
Club Inc. will be held at the Club Premises 32 
Seddon Street Raetihi, on

Sunday 20th July 2025 at 6pm

AGENDA
1.	 Welcome by President
2.	 Apologies
3.	 Stand for moment silence
4.	 Confirmation of Minutes – AGM 

27/06/2024
5.	 Matters arising from previous Minutes
6.	 Financial report and adoption of Annual 

Accounts
7.	 Matters arising from financial report
8.	 Presidents report
9.	 Managers’ report
10.	Adoption of Adjunct reports
11.	 Most Valued Member
12.	Life Membership
13.	Remits
14.	General Business
15.	Election of Officers
16.	Close of AGM

SITUATIONS
VACANT

RELIEF MILKER WANTED, 
25 July start, Ohakune. 3 
days per fortnight. Contact 
Shaun 027 454 4508.

Ohakune Health Hub
In pain? Let us help.

Experienced care in Osteopathy, Physiotherapy, 
Massage and Acupuncture – effective treatment for:
- Musculoskeletal pain - headaches & concussion - 

post-operative recovery - and much more.

ACC registered | 77–79 Clyde St, Ohakune
Book online: www.ohakuneosteo.co.nz

2 BEDROOM 
FLAT

to rent. Furnished. 
Ohakune. Available 
for ski session. Ph 
Ted 0272 431 999.

ACCOMMODATION 
AVAILABLE

PUBLIC NOTICES

Lyn Neeson
for Mayor

Inclusive Leadership
Financial Accountability

Economic Diversity

Please phone if you want a chat
07 896 7659

Authorised by Lyn Neeson

www.
ohakune.info

Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc – Email admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz or 

for support phone 06-345 8833
Budget Advice – Email waimarinobudgetservices@gmail.com or phone 

027 259 5285.
CCS Disability Action (Whanganui) – Sheryl Brightwell 0800-789-654
Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse – 06-385-5019
Child Youth and Family Service – 0508-326 459
Churches
	 Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, 027-206-1874. Catholic, 06-385-8858 

or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. Presbyterian, 06-388-
0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty chaplain 06-387-5599 ext 7031 or 
021-493-692

Civil Defence – Simon Osborne, Emergency Management Officer (EMO), 
RDC – 07 895 8188, or 027 220 0569. Simon.Osborne@ruapehudc.govt.nz

CLAW community free legal advice
	 Whanganui 06-348-8288
Doctors: In an emergency call 111
	 Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211
Information Centres – Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805
Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre – 06-385-9580
Plunket Society – Plunket Nurse 06-385-5019
Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
	 Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, Waiouru 06-387-6884, 

Military Police 0800-50-11-22
Red Cross – 0800 RED CROSS (0800 733 27677)
Rotary Club Raetihi - Ohakune – 027-344-5669
Ruapehu REAP – 0800 00 REAP (0800 007 327)
Ruapehu Maori Wardens – Email: ruapehumaoriwardens@gmail.com 
St John – In an emergency call 111
Taumarunui Counselling Services
	 For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393
Victim Support Contact Centre – 0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society
	 Co-ordinator 06 348 7402
Waimarino Health Care Centre – Raetihi 06-385-5019
Waimarino Community Toy Library – waimarinotoylibrary@gmail.com
Women’s Refuge – 0800-REFUGE 0800 73384

Ruapehu Mayor – Weston Kirton, enquiries to 06-385-8364 or 07-895-8188.
Owhango-National Park Community Board:
	 Anthony Gurr 021-487-742; Eddie Marsters 021-108-0279; Simon O’Neill 

021-661-159; Peter Zimmer 027 479 1926; Murray Wilson 027-542-9079. 
Janelle Hinch (RDC rep) 022-385-8683.

Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Community Board:
	 Molly Jeffries 021-431-833; Luke Pepper 027-329-2849; Aroha Rudkin 

027-873-0061; Sophie Stockbridge 020-401-11190; Oriwia Wanakore 027-
222-7872. RDC rep Lyn Neeson 027-353-7907 (texts only)

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board:
	 John ‘Luigi’ Hotter, 027-274-2616; Stu Robinson 021-024-07657; Kay Henare 

027-924-7252; Colin Pakai 021-091-67315;  Angel Reid 027-431-6327. RDC 
rep Rabbit Nottage, 021 111 6514. 

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to keep it 
up to date – call us if your details change, or if you see something 
that needs changing: 06-385-8532

PUBLIC NOTICES

Taonga unveiling a highlight 
of Medical School 150th

By Andrea Jones
Raetihi born and raised student Antonia Hoeta was part of a 

special part of the Otago Medical School 150th celebrations re-
cently with the unveiling of a kākahu (cloak) – a tohu that honours 
the legacy of the Medical School’s past, the achievements of the 
present and the hope for the future.

Upoko Edward Ellison (Ōtākou Rūnaka) was present to karakia the 
kākahu during the unveiling, a blessing which acknowledged the jour-
ney for this kākahu and its importance as a tohu of the 150 years’ legacy.

The kākahu, named ‘Piki ki te Paetae – ascending to achieve-
ment’, inspired by the University’s whakatauki: Ōtākou Whakaihu 
Waka – a place of many firsts, was unveiled by OMS Dean Profes-
sor Suzanne Pitama (Ngāti Kahungunu, Ngāti Whare).

Suzanne discussed how a kākahu is not created by accident.
“It is purposeful, it is a work of art and skill. Each thread is 

selected with care. It requires intention, a clear sense of what the 
kākahu will represent, who it is for and why it matters.”

The kākahu was designed and woven by master weaver Ranui 
Ngarimu (Ngāi Tahu, Ngāti Mutunga) ONZM in consultation 
with mana whenua, alongside weavers Kapuakore Ngarimu and 
Waimarama Heremaia. 

The body of the hand-woven kākahu is made of flax fibres, with 
feathers from kererū, toroa and pheasant.
Fourth-year medical tauira Antonia Hoeta (Pōneke Wellington 
campus) wears the kākahu (cloak) which was unveiled during 
the Otago Medical School 150th celebrations, with (from 
left) Upoko Edward Ellison (Ōtākou Rūnaka), Tūī Kent (Ōtākou 
Rūnaka) a staff member at the Kōhatu Centre for Hauora Māori, 
Dunedin School of Medicine Dean Professor Suetonia Green, 
Otago Medical School Dean Professor Suzanne Pitama and 
Professor Peter Crampton, also from Kōhatu.
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True Team Promise means our whole team works for you.
Contact your local Ohakune Consultant or Property Manager today!

Sales Manager – Taumarunui / Ohakune
027 542 1009

Cameron Elliot Polly Ingles
Residential / Lifestyle

027 315 8368

Alan Blackburn
Rural / Lifestyle
027 203 9112

Jenna Hovelle
Residential / Lifestyle

027 361 0167

Ben Blakley
Property Manager

027 370 0914

Mere Haitana
Branch Administrator

06 385 4466

Property Brokers Ltd  Licensed REAA 2008 | Q021335
pb.co.nz

Scan the QR 
code to fi nd us 
on Facebook

Ruapehu off to the Seniors finals
Ruapehu Rugby and Sports Club’s Senior 

rugby team are off to the Tasman Tanning Senior 
competition after their home semifinals, but not 
without a titanic struggle in the township and 
under the mountain on Saturday.

The McCarthy’s Transport Ruapehu Moun-
tain Men beat Marist Celtic with a try close to 
full time to snatch the 18-13 win.

They will play the Marist Knights at Sprig-
gens Park in Whanganui, after the Knights beat 
Counties 14-0.

Still undefeated, for the season, home side 
led 10-3 at halftime at Rochfort Park, with their 
Northern subunion rep winger Cullen Cross hav-
ing scored a try, converted by fullback Chrissy 
Winter who also added a penalty.

Celtic first-five Wineti McDonnell kicked 
Celtic’s first half points, and then the 2022-23 
champions began their comeback, with prop 
Jeremy Seal scoring a converted try.

Winter and McDonnell traded penalties for 
13-13 with the clock ticking down, before Cross 
scored his double to send his team to their first 
WRFU finals day since 2022.

ABOVE: Cullen Cross heads for the try line for the winning score for Ruapehu. Photos: Glyn Hubbard.
BELOW: Ruapehu’s defence was put to the test on Saturday.

Printmaking brings 
rangatahi and 
kaumātua together

Thanks to funding from Whiria Ngā Hua, a powerful 
intergenerational creative initiative has taken shape in 
the Ruapehu District, bringing together local rangatahi 
and kaumātua through the art of custom garment printing.

Led by ‘RefleKTionS’ by Ruapehu Signs, the project 
taught rangatahi and kaumātua how to design meaningful 
prints for kākahu (clothing), tablecloths, pillowcases and 
more — allowing participants to express identity, values, 
and creativity in deeply personal ways.

In December 2024, 12 rangatahi completed their designs 
before heading off to college. Each young person created 
a T-shirt featuring a self-designed print that reflected their 
passions, identity, and personal branding. In a heartfelt 
closing presentation, they shared their pepeha and gifted 
their custom kākahu to someone special in their lives.

“There were a lot of tears in the room,” says project lead 
and RefleKTionS by Ruapehu Signs owner, Rae Sinclair. 

“Each rangatahi stood proud and confident and the aroha 
they expressed through their designs and their words was 
incredibly moving.”

Since then, attention has turned to kaumātua. Through 
a series of workshops, they’ve been learning how to use 
modern printing technology to bring their stories and 
memories to life. Whether designing for tablecloths, pil-
lowcases, or wearable items, the results have been rich 
with meaning and connection.

“For many kaumātua, using the technology was a new 
experience,” Rae reflects. 

“There were tears, laughter and so many stories shared. 
Hearing what’s special to them and turning that into some-
thing tangible was such a privilege.”

The course has now supported more than 24 participants 
rangatahi and kaumātua alike and culminates last month 
with a celebration with the Whiria Ngā Hua team at Ngā 
Waihua o Paerangi.

For Rae, the experience has been life-changing. 
“Being able to pass on my knowledge and spend real 

quality time with our kaumātua and rangatahi through this 
kaupapa is something I’ll never forget.”

She said the project is a shining example of what can be 
achieved when creativity, culture, and community come 
together and a testament to the transformative power of 
initiatives supported by Whiria Ngā Hua.

T-shirt design and print was part of the recent project.


