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Chateau Tongariro Green light for work on
support petition
handed to
Parliament

The Parliamentary Petition to Save the
Chateau, which gathered 15,469 signatures,
was to be formally handed to Rangitikei MP
Suze Redmayne on the steps of Parliament
at 12 noon on Tuesday 16 September, before
being presented to the House.

The petition has been driven by cur-
rent mayor and mayoral candidate Weston
Kirton.

He thanked everyone who signed, saying
the response reflects the depth of public feel-
ing for one of New Zealand’s most iconic
heritage buildings and its importance to the
national tourism economy.

“The level of public support shows how
much the Chateau means to New Zealanders
— as an architectural treasure, a cornerstone
of our tourism story, and a vital driver of
regional growth.”

Kirton noted that before its closure the
Chateau generated around $10 million a year
in direct economic benefit, provided dozens
of local jobs and training opportunities, and
represented one-third of all high-end accom-
modation in the Ruapehu district.

Its restoration, he said, would revive those

benefits and create new ones.
Turn to Page 2

The Parliamentary Petition to Save the Chateau has gathered over 15,000 signatures.
Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton said that there are credible investors ready to restore
the Chateau and revitalise the wider Whakapapa Village. Photo: Photo: Jimmy Ellingham,

RNZ.

Discover the Ruapehu region with Bayleys Real Estate.

Raetihi temple

James Stuart from JC Consultants Ltd on site in Raetihi with koro Robert Williams testing the bell towers of
the Ratana temple for asbestos ahead of a building consent application for the res toration project. Looking

on is James's wife Claire. Photo: Liz Brooker.

While there is still at least $200,000 left to find, a
successful six-months of fundraising has resulted in a
green light for work to finally begin on the complete
restoration of the Ratana Temple in Raetihi.

Project manager Darnell Watling said the team, led

What do we have that makes us truly unique? We have a culture of togetherness and of connectedness. It's what
makes Bayleys, Bayleys. Bayleys is Altogether Better. If you are thinking about buying or selling, contact us today.

by koro Robert Williams, have been working hard
behind the scenes to finally turn an eight-year dream
into a reality.
“With our 100th anniversary coming up in September
Turn to Page 2

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Residential / Lifestyle / Commercial / Rural

RUAPEHU BULLETIN 17 September 2025 ¢ 1



“Credible private investors are ready to restore the Cha-
teau and revitalise the wider Whakapapa Village,” he said.

“This project will create employment and training
pathways, attract higher-spending visitors, strengthen busi-
nesses throughout the central North Island, and celebrate
our unique cultural heritage.

“It aligns perfectly with Government goals for regional
development, high-value tourism, and heritage preserva-
tion - and it may not require any taxpayer funding.”

Kirton called on Government to seize the opportunity.

“We now need clear leadership from Government to
remove any regulatory or other barriers and provide a
pathway for investors to move quickly,” he said.

“This is a low-risk, high-reward project that will safe-
guard an irreplaceable national treasure and deliver lasting
benefits for Ruapehu and for all of Aotearoa.”

Department of Conservation deputy director-general for
organisation support, Mike Tully, said the expression-of-
interest process was completed in March.

It informed the advice being developed for the Minis-
ter of Conservation Tama Potaka and cabinet about the
Chateau’s future.

There were five parties interested in running it, but the
department couldn’t say who they were.

“We have not yet consulted with iwi on any options,
and consultation will need to occur before any option is
progressed,” Potaka told Radio New Zealand.

Potaka said he was waiting on that advice before a
decision was made.

Ph: 06 385 8648

3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by international
chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and craft breweries
including award winning Ruapehu Brewing Co beers in the fridge
and on tap. See our Facebook page for what's on. Please check
our open times as these will vary.

6 Thames St, Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8558
Ohakune's most famous pizza restaurant, for over 37 years we
have been serving Ohakune's best pizza. Come up and see us
in the "Junction" at the end of the Old Coach Road and try one of
our hot, tasty, handmade pizzas. Same great menu available for
takeaway. Open 7 days, 4 — late. Check us out online at: www.
lapizzeria.co.nz

1Rata St, Ohakune Ph: 027 257 LKNZ (5569)
Open every day. Menu includes our delicious big breakfast,
creamy mushrooms, homemade soups, wedges, nachos,
toasties, waffles and more ... Volcanic coffee, muffins & scones,
real fruit smoothies and thick shakes. Dine in or takeaway. Onsite
parking. www.lknz.co.nz

Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
For over 35 years, The Powderkeg has been serving up
exceptional food and service in a warm, welcoming atmosphere.
Whether you're enjoying a sunny afternoon on our spacious
balcony or indulging in our weekly specials like Sushi Fridays
and Smokehouse Sundays, there's always something to look
forward to. Join us for an unforgettable dining experience and
follow us on Instagram @powderkegbar for the latest updates
and mouthwatering offers! Open 7am till late daily.

79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique wines and
cocktails to quench that thirst. Playroom for the kids, foozeball,
air hockey and spacies to keep the kids entertained. Spectacular
mountain views. A great place for casual get togethers or special
occasions. Open every day.

47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 8am — 3pm for all day breakfast and lunch.
NOW SERVING HAVANA COFFEE. A cosy memorable atmosphere
with a great range of cabinet food and beverages, Frappé and
smoothies. Vegan/Gluten-free options for both savoury and sweet
are available. Speedy free Wi-Fil A perfect place for everybody!
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Green light for work on Raetihi temple

From Page 1

next year, things were starting to get a little tight to have the
restoration finished but we’ve had some amazing support
both in actual dollars and mahi-in-kind, which has meant
we can finally look to get spades in the ground.

“Throughout this journey Sills van Bohemen architects
have been with us and now they are finishing off the last
iteration of plans ahead of making our building consent
application by the end of the month.

“Once this is granted, we hope to actually finally be
starting mahi in mid to late October.

“Without the ongoing support of whanau, the Raetihi
Marae trustees, our community combined with a number
of successful funding applications to date, while over
$200,000 is a huge figure we believe the remaining patea
can be found.”

Watling said a recent successful Tranche One grant
of $400,500 from Te Tahua Taiao Nga Taonga (Lottery
Environment and Heritage Fund) combined with $67,000
from the Ruapehu District Council’s Better Off Fund,
Whanganui Community Foundation $59,000, Awhero
Nui Charitable Trust $50,000, John Preston Trust $20,000,
Four Regions Trust $10,000 and over $110,000 from the
community themselves has meant that finally after a lot of
korero, the restoration has become a reality.

“While there have been a number of attempts to patch fix
our whare whakamoemiti, eight years ago Bertz (Roberta)
Williams decided enough was enough and it was the turn
of our generation to step up and ensure we weren’t going
to leave our moko with a building that was literally going
to fall down around them.

“The kaumatua and community agreed we should do it
once and, finally, do it properly.

“Leading the restoration is Raetihi licenced builder
Piha Smith from Nga Kaihanga who brings over 25-years’
experience and a lifetime connection to our kaupapa.

“His whanau are from Ratana and father Jack was an
apotoro who helped work on the Centenary restoration of

SEPTEMBER 2025

Ruapehu Art Awards
www.ruapehuartawards.com

NI Secondary Schools Champs 15-17 September
Visit www.nisssc.nz or Facebook North Island Primary & Secondary School
Snowboard & Ski Competition. Email haigsnowboard@gmail.com or
nisssc.snowsports@gmail.com

Atomic Demos 15-21 September
Visit www.whakapapa.com or on Facebook/Instagram @whakapapa.
mtruapehu for up to date information.

17 September - 1 October

Tight Tight Tight 19 September
The Royal Theatre in Raetihi.
Tidroa Rail Jam 20 September

Visit www.pureturoa.nz or on Facebook/Instagram @turoa.nz for up
to date information.

Raetihi Country Market 20 September
Enquiries to Angel 0274 316 327
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid 20 September

Full details on the Theatre Facebook www.facebook.com/royal.raetihi

Bev Hiscox Spring Flower Show 20 September
Enquiries to Di Rout 021 657 343
Retro Day 27 September

The Kitchen, 4 Thames St, Ohakune Junction. See Facebook page for
details. #RETRODAYOHAKUNE or ohakunejunction.co.nz

The Sound of Music 27 September
Full details on the Theatre Facebook www.facebook.com/royal.raetihi
NZ Mountain Film Festival 1 October
Matterhorn Restaurant, upstairs at the Powderkeg, Ohakune Junction.
See Ruapehu Bulletin for details. ohakune.info or ohakunejunction.co.nz
Fundraiser for Predator Free Ohakune

For all your ski board and bike rental needs

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune

06-385-8433 tcb.nz

FOR MORE DETAILS, GO TO
OHAKUNE.INFO or RUAPEHUNOW.CO.NZ

IT'S FREE TO LIST SO PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU

HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP ...
ADS@RUAPEHUBULLETIN.CO.NZ
LINK YOUR EVENT TO EVENTFINDA FOR FREE

James Stuart, left, and builder Piha Smith discuss the issues faced with restoring
Raetihi’s Ratana Temple. Photo: Liz Brooker.

the temepara down there.”

While there are some contractors and
services that will need to be used from
outside the rohe, Watling said the restora-
tion team are committed to sourcing local
contractors from around the Whanganui

region for as much of the restoration as
possible.

Anyone wishing to make a koha in sup-
port of the restoration can make a donation
via their Give a little page at: givealittle.
co.nz/cause/teparihaoraetihi

Vote
Colin Pakai

for
Waiouru-Waimarino
Community Board
Ruapehu District Council
Local Body Elections 2025

| have lived in Waiouru for many
years. | worked in the Waiouru
Military Camp for over 50
years in various roles (Machine

for NZ Defence Force. | have

Operator-roading, Plumber, Facilities Maintenance Supervisor).
My last role being Facilities Site Maintenance Supervisor

experience regarding infrastructure. If | am re-elected onto
the Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board, | aim to continue
using my knowledge and experience, in order to get the best
outcomes and value for money for all ratepayers in the district.

Authorised by Colin Pakai, 29 State Highway 49, Waiouru

considerable knowledge and




Historic Bulletin issues digitised and now online

Just under two decades of the Ruapehu Bulletin and its
predecessor, the Waimarino Bulletin are now online on
the National Library’s Papers Past website.

The Waimarino Bulletin (1983-1989) and its successor,
the Ruapehu Bulletin (1989-2001) have been digitised
thanks to the Preserving Local History & Educational
Trust — a charitable organisation dedicated to saving New
Zealand’s newspaper heritage before it disappears forever.

Since 2022, the Trust has been working with communi-
ties, museums, and copyright holders to locate, digitise,
and make historic newspapers freely available online via
the National Library’s Papers Past website.

“This milestone ensures that the stories, people, and
events that shaped the Ruapehu district during these years
are preserved for future generations and accessible to
anyone, anywhere,” says trustee Professor Lachy Paterson.

“The real strength of these local newspapers is their
closeness to the communities they served and the wide
range of local news they covered, particularly local
politics.

“Taking just one issue at random, the Waimarino Bul-
letin of 8 October 1985, we find discussion of the possible
merger of local councils, an obituary of a notable local
businessman, a local disabled skier heading to the world
champs, and reporting of several wooden panels (possibly
Maori) found at Pipiriki.

“Within the remaining pages there are articles on
school activities (including a successful 24-hour school
sportathon), sports news (including grants awarded by
the Waimarino District Joint Consultative Committee for
Sport), a police file and court news, community activities
(including a local radiothon), “new” phone technology, a
Mockers concert at Rangataua, plans to build pensioner
flats at Raetihi, and more.”

This is just one issue of the hundreds the Trust has
digitised.

“Newspapers like these were able to provide deeper
coverage of local activity than the larger urban dailies,
with readers more likely to personally know those being
reported in the news. As time passes, this content becomes

Vote Robyn Gram

for Ruapehu District Council

Stability
Economy
Environment

Authorised by Robyn Gram, 158 Golf Road, Taumarunui
027 389 1912 robyn@buythegram.co.nz

less familiar and more “historical”,” says Paterson.

“These newspapers capture the heartbeat of their
communities, from local politics and sports to everyday
moments and major milestones. Preserving them means
these stories will never be lost.”

The Trust acknowledges the support of Ruapehu Media
Ltd, and particularly Ruapehu Bulletin editor and co-owner
Robert Milne. Robert personally gathered and delivered
copies of the Waimarino Bulletin and Ruapehu Bulletin
for digitisation, ensuring these valuable records could be
preserved to the highest standard.

To explore the newly digitised issues, visit paperspast.
natlib.govt.nz.

The Preserving Local History and Educational Trust
The Preserving Local History and Educational Trust (Te
Pupuri I Nga Hitori o Te Rohe Trust) is dedicated to the
preservation of New Zealand’s cultural heritage, with a
special focus on the digitisation of historical newspapers.
Through its Your Stories project, the Trust is making valu-
able historical records accessible to the public, ensuring
that New Zealand’s past is preserved for future generations

Professor Lachy Paterson retired from the University
of Otago in 2023, where he worked in Te Tumu: School
of Maori, Pacific and Indigenous Studies teaching te reo
Maori and Maori history. He has a particular interest in
Maori-language newspapers, both as historical agents in
their own right, and as repositories of content that shed
new light on Maori histories.

For more information about the project or how you
can support further preservation work, visit preserving-
localhistory.com.

Forty years ago, the Bulletin was reporting on
council decisions, an historic find of wooden
panels at Pipiriki, skier Patrick Cooper’s plans
to head to the Disabled Skiers World Champs
in Sweden, and the passing of Alwyn Carter — a
former chairman of Carter Holt Harding, which
had its beginnings in the Waimarino.

The Raetihi Ohakune Garden Club present
Bev HiscoXx

Spring Flower Show

Saturday 20 September 2025, 9am — 1.30pm
at The Centre, Seddon St, Raetihi

Enquiries to Di Rout 0211 657 343
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Maunga sacred

*In answer to Helen Leahy, pou arahi/
chief executive reply to John Riding 10
September: I like John Riding letter “Sa-
cred Place” (Bulletin, 3 September). I think
he presented some valid points.

I too skied for New Zealand ‘s ski team
in Switzerland and Italy in 1967 on the Fed-
eration International Du’ski B Circuit with
fellow NZ top ski racer Robert Palmer; he
was Olympic grade A.

I view with interest the development
of Whakapapa and Turoa ski fields and
believe they are doing a pristine job keep-
ing the ski fields open and prospering and
making a way for the younger generation
to enjoy the slopes.

Since the closure of the mills and the
Chateau, skiing is probably keeping the
National Park and Ohakune thriving.

I'have two questions for Helen Leahy: if
the mountain is holy why do you promote
ski activity, should you not close it, if you
are the landlord?

If the mountain is holy, when did it be-
come holy, before arrival of Maori, after
arrival, what constitutes it being holy?

New Zealand is a democracy — surely it
is an individual decision?

I would like to forward a view that we
could have a referendum and let the people
decide.

That would seem fair to me.

Ben Mitchell
Candidates write

This section is set aside for letters from
Ruapehu District election candidates.

Letters are limited to 300 words and the
Editor reserves the right to edit or reject
any letter. Priority will be given to can-
didates who haven’t had letters published
previously.

Letters will be published as space
allows.

Community boards
* This council term began with bold

structural changes: fewer general seats,
the introduction of three Maori wards,
and the creation of the Ohura Taumarunui
Community Board. The intent was clear —
streamline council for strategic oversight
and empower community boards to lead
locally.

As a member of the Waimarino-Waiouru
Community Board, I was part of those early
conversations. We envisioned boards step-
ping into a more active governance role.
Yet, months in, their absence from public
discourse is striking. Even candidates
standing for both council and board posi-
tions rarely mention them. Why ignore the
very bodies meant to carry the weight of
local leadership?

Community Boards are far more than
advisory panels. They’re the first point
of contact for local concerns, they shape
decisions on bylaws, funding, and public
spaces, and they represent their communi-
ties in council workshops and ceremonial
roles. They’re the bridge between residents
and council — ensuring feedback flows
both ways.

But their work is not easy. Ruapehu’s
geography isolates many communities, and
poor internet limits participation. Boards
operate with constrained authority, and
their visibility remains low. Navigating
relationships with iwi, council officers, and
community groups requires diplomacy and
trust — both hard-earned.

Still, boards persist. Tools like Resolve
have improved transparency and efficiency.
But technology alone won’t elevate their
role. Recognition will.

If we’re serious about community-led
governance, we must start by acknowledg-
ing the boards that make it possible. Their
silence in the public narrative isn’t just
an oversight; it’s a missed opportunity to
strengthen democracy from the ground up.

John Chapman, Ruapehu District coun-
cillor candidate

West Ridge Quad ready to ride

For the first time in two
years, Whakapapa’s West
Ridge Quad is turning and
preparations are under
way to get the Far West
T-Bar cable installed and
running.

“After a massive team
push, final checks are
done and everything’s in
place. Big thanks to the
whole crew including
patrol, grooming, main-
tenance and operations
who have worked hard
to bring this lift back to
life and we’re stoked to
say it’s ready to open,
weather permitting,”
states Whakapapa.

“Getting lifts spinning
out west is a big mile-
stone. We’re confident the
West Ridge chair will be
available through to the
end of the season if the
weather holds. With that
in place, the team now
turns its focus to the Far
West T-bar. We’ll need
four good days in a row
to get that underway and
the next week’s forecast
doesn’t show that window
just yet.”

“We’re confident the
West Ridge chair will be
available through to the
end of the season if the
weather holds,” states the
company.

Whakapapa have con-
firmed that skiing, snow-
boarding and sledding
in Happy Valley will
stay open through to 5
October.

Whakapapa’s teams have been working hard to get the West Ridge Quad turning for

the first time in two years.
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1. Which TV show’s theme tune included
the lines: your job’s a joke, you’re broke,
your love life’'s D.O.A.?

2. Is pedology the study of feet, soil, or
motion?

3. What is the most common element in the
universe?

4. In beef Stroganoff, what is added after
the meat is cooked?

5. How many squares on a Scrabble board?
6. If men compete in decathlons, what do
women compete in?

7.1n a children’s story, who says she has
believed “as many as six impossible things
before breakfast”?

8. What can be a small boat or Ireland’s
currency before the Euro?

9. Who is captain of The Black Pearl?

10. If blue and black are playing red and
yellow, what’s the game?
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Ruapehu tourism at
inaugural Kiwi North
launch in Australia

The Ruapehu team at ‘Kiwi North’ — from left, Antika Scarf, Amanda Crang, Stu Barclay

and Mahalee Guieysse (Visit Ruapehu).

Visit Ruapehu joined 14 other North
Island Regional Tourism Organisations
and more than 70 tourism operators for the
inaugural Kiwi North roadshow in Sydney
and Melbourne last week.

Local operators Powderhorn Chateau
and Adrift Tongariro were also in atten-
dance to help promote the diverse range
of North Island experiences to bring more
Australian visitors to the regions, increase
night stays in Ruapehu, and spend.

“It was inspiring to see such a passionate
group of operators all in one room, present-

ing to buyers with so much love for what
they do. The energy was incredible — a
fantastic opportunity to showcase the North
Island and to educate Australian buyers
on what makes it truly unique and well
worth a visit,” said Amanda Crang, trade
and marketing manager, Adrift Tongariro.

The three-day roadshow included a
media event, appointments with product
managers, presentations to frontliners as
well as the opportunity for the North Island
contingency to gain new connections and
prospects for collaboration within and
across regions.

Crunch time for Maori wards

By Mark Ebrey

It’s crunch time for local iwi and others as they face
a major challenge in retaining Maori Ward seats on the
Ruapehu District Council.

A simple majority on 11 October will determine whether
or not the three Maori seats introduced at the last elections
stay or go.

Election NZ figures show there were 8260 enrolled
voters as at this week, with a voter turnout of 4301 or
50.9 per cent in 2022.

If the same applies this year, then a simple majority to
retain or lose the Maori ward seats would be 2151 votes.

Based on figures from Electoral NZ, it would take a
100 per cent turnout from those on the Maori roll (1980)
and a further 171 votes from those on the General roll to
retain the seats.

However, Statistics New Zealand figures from the last
census shows that of the 13,550 residents in the Ruapehu
District 5979 identified as being Maori or 44 per cent, as

compared with 31 per cent on the Maori roll.

This suggests there could be a lot more support from
those on the General roll, sufficient to get the seats across
the line.

Voting papers have been arriving in local letterboxes,
with the last expected to be delivered by 22 September.

Those not currently enrolled can do so and record a
special vote until election day — Saturday 11 October —
when voting closes at noon.

Orange ballot bins will be available throughout the
district and at the three council offices, or ballot papers
can be posted back.

To make voting as convenient as possible, there will
also be a ‘mobile’ voting station visiting harder-to-reach
parts of the district. Dates and locations will be confirmed
closer to the time.

The most important thing is to get out and vote.

You can’t complain if things don’t turn out how you
would like them if you haven’t bothered to have an input.
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30 years on: Mt Ruapehu eruptions focus of conference

Then and now: volcanic risk management in Tongariro National Park (TNP) 1995-2012 and management lessons learnt

Harry Keys, Hollei Gabrielsen (DOC) and Andy
Hoyle (Whakapapa Ski Area) will be presenting
to the conference marking 30 years since the 1995
eruption of Mt Ruapehu:

* More than 200 people can be within each of
the volcanic hazard zones of the four active vents
in TNP during busy periods in summer or winter.
Several serious near-miss events have been docu-
mented over the last 80 years, mostly at Ruapehu
including 1995 and 2007. Nowadays any one of
such events could have resulted in Whakaari-Level
tragedies, if lessons hadn’t been learned, and if
current volcano monitoring by GNS/GeoNet and
risk management measures by DOC and RAL/
WHL were not in place.

Volcanic risk management has come a long way
since the first warning system was installed at

Whakapapa Ski Area in 1984 and the start of the
1995-1996 eruption. Now there is a hierarchy of
controls and procedures including better utilisa-
tion of current GeoNet monitoring and warnings
in place for all four vents.

However, despite the lessons learned and
improved practices, there are still significant
risks from eruptions that are “unheralded” (i.e.
precursors absent or difficult to identify). In par-
ticular, lahars from such eruptions are particularly
hazardous on Whakapapa Ski Area and the upper
Whakapapaiti Valley including the eruptions of
1969 and 1975 during long periods of unrest. Erup-
tions of size 3 and above are potentially hazardous
for people hiking up from Whakapapa Ski Area or
via the Whangaehu Glacier or Gliding Gladys to
the outer crater rim, The Col, Dome, or the summit

A lahar sweeps down the west slopes of Whakapapa in September 1995. Photo: James Gardner.

RDC signs third iwi agreement

Ruapehu District Council has signed a relation-
ship agreement with a third iwi grouping.

It adopted the Te Nehenehenui Relationship
Agreement at its last meeting, following earlier
agreements with Ngati Rangi and Ngati Haua .

Te Nehenehenui is the entity created to manage
the Maniapoto settlement with the Crown.

Jason Nepia (senior policy advisor, Te Nehene-
henui) explained that the relationship agreement
solidified an already enforced relationship and for-
malised the conversation framework, allowing par-
ties to engage respectfully and understand what was
important whilst sharing aspirations for the future.

The agreement provides a framework for
respectful engagement between Council, Te Ne-
henehenui trustees, Taranaki Regional Council,
and Horizons Regional Council regarding natural
resources management.

Officers explained that the agreement formed
part of Treaty settlement legislation and involved

collaborative work on natural resources alongside
regional councils.

The executive manager regulatory and customer
services noted that early in the relationship, she
would like Jason and his team to share areas of
interest and consultation threshold levels to create
a streamlined process.

Deputy mayor Viv Hoeta noted the journey over
the previous three years, which had commenced
with the previous Council.

She emphasised that the document set the foun-
dation to start conversations and move forward.
While there would be challenges, it provided the
essential starting point.

She noted that documents and korero could
change, but without the document, progress could
not commence.

It was noted that the agreement could be rene-
gotiated after three years if it proved too onerous
for either party.

plateau or camping in these areas.

A warning system is designed to give near-
real-time public warning of otherwise unheralded
lahars entering Whakapapa ski area. In 2005 David
Johnson initiated the first semi-quantitative esti-
mations of the proportion of people at risk from
lahars who then moved to safety over the course
of public simulation exercises of the system. These
have been continued, and more recently more
quantitative measurements are being attempted
using drones. Over the years a persistent 5-20%

of people have been observed to still be within
high-risk valley areas within a minute of the alarms
first sounding.

To date, varying eruption characteristics and
technological challenges have prevented near-real
time public warnings being issued during hazard-
ous eruptions (1995, 2007) but did allow systems
to be improved. Costs of volcano monitoring and
maintaining the system have escalated.

Can risks be better mitigated?

BAYLEYS

NEW LISTING

Waiouru 14 Rangipo Street

Renovated railway cottage

This charming character railway cottage has been fully
refreshed inside and out, making it a move-in ready
gem with timeless appeal. Recently renovated, it
boasts fresh paint, new carpets, and a cosy
woodburner that sets the tone for comfortable living.
Outside, three generous storage sheds - including a
shipping container - provide excellent space for all
your gear, tools, or hobbies. Set in the heart of the
Central North Island, Waiouru is a train lover’s dream
and an outdoor enthusiast’s playground.

bayleys.co.nz/2900820

715 L] B h=y 128 1 b

Asking Price $335,000
Jenny Dekker 027 4555674
jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATELTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Authorised by: John Chapman Makotuku Farm Raetihi 4573
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Election 2025: candidates for Ruapehu mayor

Weston Kirton

Over the past three years, I have shown what can
be achieved when leadership is focused on solving
problems and creating opportunities.

I’ve brought passenger rail back to Taumarunui
and cleaned up the rail yards, secured support to
keep our ski fields open, advanced the Waimarino
Wellness Centre, fought for WPI workers, invested
in vital infrastructure, and stood up for the Cha-
teau’s future.

I’ve fought for affordable services, from pushing
for the lowest-cost water model that could have

Weston Kirton.

E éld/Néé/éRlN

¢ Manufacturing and repairs

¢ Access equipment hire
* Engineering supplies

* BOC gases

* 20T & 50T crane hire

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce
Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

saved households over $1000 a year, to working
with the chief executive to tackle overspending,
make savings and restore confidence in Council.

The next Long-Term Plan will be the toughest
yet, with reforms, cost-of-living pressures and
affordability front of mind.

With your support, I will continue to fight for
Ruapehu, protect what makes us unique, and
build a council that is fit-for-purpose, low-cost,
and committed to delivering maximum value for
our communities.

Lyn Neeson

In the next three years as mayor I would see
growth of the district as the most important issue
a council I lead can influence. With growth comes
new people, new opportunities, a buzzier district
and a spread of income.

Council’s responsibility in this would be to focus
on the choke points, which are the wastewater is-
sues and getting the polices and processes right on
subdivisions and buildings. Also, by ramping up
the partnership with our Economic Development
partner to make the best use of all opportunities
on offer for small and medium sized businesses
and to simplify process within council so that it is
truly business friendly in every aspect.

As mayor, a priority is that councillors and
community board members can understand and
articulate information out to the community to keep
Council moving in the direction and at the pace
that the Community wants. Of course, representing
the District at local, regional and national level in
a manner that does our district proud and sharing

so that we all are engaged and working with a
confirmed purpose, is a key role of mayor.

We managed to save $700,000 in the past six
weeks to meet an out-of-budget overspend so is
there enough fat in the system to deliver with less?
Any reduction in levels of service has to be clearly
explained to the community who are perfectly
capable of understanding the implications and
making the right decision. Meanwhile let’s look
at some of the automatic annual increases depart-
ments add to their budget and decide collectively if
that is needed, like always having the latest library

the ideas and opportunities with other Councillors  Lyn Neeson.

Traditional & Unique
Headstones in all

Cemeteries
462 Somme Parade, Whanganui.

Branchesalso at ...

Palmerston North Feilding
707 Main St 14 MacArthur St
063564782 06 323 6616

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

06 343 8708

Heat Pumps
Choose the best heat
pump designed to heat
your home

Call us for a service and clean
of your heat pump

Free quotes. Interest Free Terms available.
Total 5-year Warranty. Q Card. ohakunetv@xtra.co.nz

Ohakune TV Electrical
Ph 06 385 8700

Earthworks

HAITANA EARTHWORKS

14 tonne digger

14 tonne wheel digger
Tip truck

Supply of metal,
scoria and boulders

Farm work, section &

driveways, rock walls

Ph 027 289 4404

Land development

Ph 027 685 4854

Curtains & Blinds

Property Maintenance / Cleaning

Plumbing / Drainlaying

* General Cleaning
* Property Maintenance
* Carpet Cleaning
* Water Blasting Services
* Floor polishing/buffing

For a free no obligation quote call:
RAY 021 886 509 or MAURICE 021 078 2419

B&M PLUMBING LTD

* Plumbing & Drainlaying

 Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of
all pumps

* Fires & Solar

« 5 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck

“Your local Registered Certifier”

Y

Email: Mast
Or visit: www.rccpml.co.nz REHETTd  bmiredexiracom  Fimoers
Ph 022 307 2627 021 886509 or 021 0782419 Ph 06 385 4718
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books or upgrading our vehicles.

All communities have different opportunities
with active, vocal, clever locals that will support
good ideas. There are some good examples of phil-
anthropic support for communities we love. Let’s
celebrate and share these successes. Council is the
enabler, not the creator for everything.

Tourism has always been a growth industry
and now is no different. There are plenty of other
opportunities to support other industries. Our in-
vestment in VR and the isites will continue, but
let’s look at looking after all our residents and seek
other opportunities. If there are extra demands in
tourism then that industry can collectively look
for solutions.

Regarding our zero waste ideal, lets finish
implementing the food waste initiative. That would
be a good start!

Making savings can start small and I fully intend
to lead by example.

Grant Lethborg,

I am standing for mayor as I feel the Ruapehu
District is at a turning point and now, more than
ever, strong, grounded leadership is needed to
restore confidence in council decision-making and
financial management. Being very experienced in
accountancy, farming and business, I know I am
capable of achieving this. I see my role as mayor
to be the people’s voice at the council table, as [ am
one of us. I will not push personal agenda, and will
lead with integrity. I will listen to our people and
make sure every dollar spent provides maximum
value. I aim to bring communities back together,

Turn to Page 9

Experts ~ atyour service

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

NEW LOCATION
Next to BP Ohakune

Open Monday — Friday 8am — 4pm
Saturday 9am — 12pm. Sunday CLOSED

P 027 2799 724 E ohakunehire@xtra.co.nz

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF HIRE
EQUIPMENT. SEE OUR WEBSITE

WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

PARTY HIRE: floodlights,
tables & chairs, heaters, spit
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing
dishes, crockery & cutlery,
dehumidifier, flute & wine
glasses, universal food cooker,
portaloos & showers, 3-section
marquee, horse float.

warquee Hyp.,

FOR THE BIG JOBS:

digger hire, cherry pickers,
pumps, wood splitters,
generators, car trailers, post
hole borers, furniture trailer,

concrete equipment, rollers &
compactors, portable trencher

Ph 06 387 5022

Ohakune Landscape Supplies

- Huge range of Pebbles - Builders mix
- Mulch - Sand - White chip
- Bark - Topsoil - Pavers
- Pea Straw - Bagged Garden Fertilisers

- Rail & Mac Sleepers

~ Call to arrange supply ~ FREE loan trailer ~
~ eftpos available ~

Ph 0800 926 315




Candidates for mayor

From Page 8
not divide them.

The key issues are the skyrocketing rates, massive
debt and lack of fiscal control and management,
hence the $700,000 overspend. For too long council
has overspent on consultants and “pet” projects,
ignoring the core services. Residents and Ratepay-
ers deserve financial discipline, transparency and
accountability. Council needs to concentrate on the
core services first, including their infrastructure,
and then see what is left to spend! A total internal

Grant Lethborg.

review which will involve the mayor and reps from
the councillors, will be undertaken into all council
spending and activities.

Unnecessary consultants and inflated projects will
be cut. I do see opportunities for alternative funding
from government sources and leveraging tourism
revenues. I would like to see another 400 ratable
properties to add around $14,000,000 revenue to
the RDC, easing the burden on current ratepayers,
so will make it a priority to ease the regulations so
this can be started at the end of the first year. This
will also enable us to clear debt and keep rates at
least to the rate of inflation.

As owner of Owhango Adventures, I bring deep
tourism experience and see it as our biggest growth
industry, so along with the important Economic
Development, will work closely with the council’s
branches to ensure it continues. I would mandate
that all council staff must work within the Rua-
pehu. This alone would bring in $4,000,000 to the
communities.

I believe all communities in the Ruapehu mat-
ter and we must balance resources so none is left
behind.

The thought of Zero waste is great and would like
to see more education, better and practical recycling
solutions and working closely with community
groups to make more progress in this area.

There will be zero waste of our money though!

I am not a career politician, my background is
grounded in real world experience, not politics. I am
standing for us, our children and our mokopuna. A
vote for me is a vote for action, accountability and
a Ruapehu we can be proud of.

School ski races back at Turoa

After a five-year break, the North Island
Secondary Schools Skiing Competition is back
at Ruapehu, and brought back to Taroa where
the competition started.

The event started on Monday, with one run
being completed on the Yahoo run.

Bevan Thompson, organiser of the event, said
they were in rebuilding mode, with 122 skiers
and 44 snowboarders, from 33 schools — well
down on the event’s heyday when between 500
and 600 skiers would take part.

Because of the lower numbers, it was de-
cided to combine the skiing and snowboarding
competitions.

Tuesday was to see the snowboarding GS, as
well as the skiing and snowboarding slopestyle
event. Wednesday was the event’s contingency day.

Thompson, from Bevanz Events Services,
said he was a bit disappointed that they only got
one run in on Monday thanks to poor visibility
and timing issues.

“But everyone was stoked to get it going
again.”

The last time the event was held was 2019,
with the pandemic stopping the event in 2020
and 2021, then poor snow years and issues with
the ski fields’ ownership proving problematic
since then.

Thompson said the skiing is sponsored by lo-
cal businesses TCB Ohakune, Nordica, Blizzard,
Arcade and American Socks. The snowboarding
is sponsored by Smith, K2, and Bordertown. The
sponsors donated prizes for the competitors.

Ohakune squash

Over the weekend Taumarunui hosted the second of
the Ruapehu junior Tecnifibre series of tournaments.
Several Ohakune Squash Club juniors travelled there
with several good results. Ben Lee (Ohakune) won
division 1 with Paige Drinkwater (Ohakune) runner
up, Ashton Smith (Ohakune) won division 2 with Blair
Ballantyne (Aria) runner up, Luke Jensen (Tauma-
runui) won division 3 with Royce Waetford (Turangi)
runner up, Ocean Thompson (Ohakune) won division
4 with Levi Hemopo (Turangi) runner up, Georgia
Smith (Ohakune) won division 5 with James Lomas
(Taumarunui) runner up.

Round four of inter-house on Thursday had the fol-
lowing results: Dunlop beat Salming 97/72, Head beat
Unsquashable 81/76, Tecnifibre beat Prince 98/71 and
Karakal got 80 for the bye. Points after four rounds has
Tecnifibre maintaining its narrow lead on 380, Karakal

359, Dunlop 352, Head 338, Salming 333, Unsquash-
able 330 and Prince 304. The draw for this Thursday
is 5:00pm Prince vs Karakal, 6:30pmTecnifibre vs
Dunlop, 8:00pm Head vs Salming and Unsquashable
has the bye.

The Ohakune E grade men’s team finished 8th in
Napier last week in the national E grade teams final,
whilst the Ohakune F grade women’s team finished
third in Rotorua in the F grade women’s teams final.

Entries for the Ohakune Ossie’s open for the week-
end of 3-4 October are almost full with a higher than
normal number of top end players including several
A graders. Locals are advised to enter online quickly
or miss out.

Entries are also open for all divisions of the club
champs that will start after the current round of inter-
house finishes in early October.

Experts ~ at your service

Design & Build Service

Renovations Kitchens Tiling
Bathrooms Fences Decks
House repairs & maintenance

Call Darryl Cooper
Ph 021 333 594

Electrician

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?
- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service & sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi — Rangataua -
Horopito — National Park - Whanganui

Ph 021770 123

AUTO
SERVICE
CENTRE

Authorised Holden Service Centre

Full workshop services for all
vehicles, wheel alignments, computer
diagnostics, warrant of fitness
inspections, parts, batteries, engine oils.

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune
After hours 027 448 4080
autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Looking for a dependable local

plumber in your area?

Count on our skilful local Ohakune plumber for
all your maintenance plumbing requirements.
Whether it’s a leaking pipe or a blocked drain,

we deliver quality service with fair pricing in
the Ohakune & surrounding areas.

Don’t hesitate, get in touch with us today!
office@plumberdan.co.nz

Tree & Garden Services

Gas Fitting

Garden maintenance & landscaping
Tree care and removal
Landscape design and installation

Over two decades of experience in commercial
and private tree & garden management

Fully qualified and insured

Cutt clown om your power [ofl.
©Go ges ot welter & heeaing
= suppplied and instelled.
Celll for & comsullifion.
[Plvone Denfiss 027 462 7488 or

Contact us today for a free consultation or Email
estimate — email treeshapeltd@gmail.com accolintis@applimbingandgastcomz
Ph 021951962 Ph 06 343 6866
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Upholsterers Auto Services
Locally owned and operated
by mechanic Daniel Norris.
WOF $75 car, $45 trailer
Cnr Seddon St and Valley Rd, Raetihi.
For enquiries, please phone Daniel
Ph 06 385 8487 Ph 027 863 7454

FORYOUR
BUILDING PROJECT
& DIY NEEDS

MON to FRI — 7.30am — Spm
SAT 9am —midday

Carpet Cleaning

P——

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to
clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment
cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions

0800 22 78 22
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CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

SoE BUSINESS NOTICES BUSINESS NOTICES
fﬁfif gzgogzs'dooﬂ Ohakune Health Hub
specialising in sectional in pain? Let us help.

garage doors and auto
openers. For a free
quote ring Alex Ferrier
Building Services Ltd on
07-895-5890.

WATER TROUGHS, cattle
or sheep. Different sizes

Experienced care in Osteopathy, Physiotherapy,
Massage and Acupuncture — effective treatment for:
- Musculoskeletal pain - headaches & concussion -

post-operative recovery - and much more.

ACC registered | 77-79 Clyde St, Ohakune
Book online: www.ohakuneosteo.co.nz

Delivered price quoted. Ph
0800-487-633.

BUSINESS
NOTICES

Lyn Neeson
for Mayor

Inclusive Leadership
Financial Accountability
Economic Diversity

Please phone if you want a chat
07 896 7659

Authorised by Lyn Neeson

RAFFLE

RESULTS

WAIMARINO MUSEUM
SOCIETY INC. $50, No. 6
Christine Gibbs; Crochet

Throwover No. 7 Liz
Brooker. Thank you for
your support.
PUBLIC
NOTICES

( )

Ruapehu Mayor
Weston Kirton

To arrange a meeting
or call back please
phone Council on
06 385 8364 or email:
kay.kidd@ruapehudc.
govt.nz

\. J

Bennett's Tank
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps.
Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

Thils Seturcay 20 Septamber

at The Centre, Seddon St until Ipm

For stall info phone Angel 0274 316 327
Only $10 per stall — third Saturday of each month

PUBLIC NOTICES

NEED
ADVICE?

Contact the CAB on 07 878 7636 or email:
tekuiti®cab.org.nz

THERE'S ONLY ONE THING WORSE than being talked
about, is not being talked about. If you're not in the Bulletin,
are they talking about you? Call us today, 06-385-8532 —
we'll get them talking about you

Tongariro Taupo Conservation Board

Notice of Meeting

Date: 25 September 2025
Venue: Tongariro DOC Office - Whakapapa Village SH48, 3951
Public Forum: 1pm to 1.30pm

Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting
and engage with the Board during the public forum.

If you wish to attend the meeting or address the Board, either in
person or online via MS Teams, please contact Louisa Meredith
to receive an agenda and online link on
E. tongarirotaupoconservationboard2@doc.govt.nz
Ph. 027 256 1835
https://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/statutory-and-advisory-bodies/
conservation-boards/tongariro-taupo
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Schools’
funding for
sustainability
projects

The regional council has announced the recipients of
the 2025 Pat Kelly Enviroschools Action Fund, awarding
grants to 18 Enviroschools across the region including
two in Ruapehu.

The Pat Kelly Enviroschools Action Fund supports
innovative environmental and sustainability initiatives
across the Manawati-Whanganui Region (Horizons).

HMW senior environmental educator and Enviroschools
regional leader Sarah Williams says council received 33
applications, seeking a total of $51,000 this year.

“We continue to see a growing desire from schools and
students to learn and implement sustainable practices.

“With 118 Enviroschools in the region we strive to fund
as many projects as we can across the region. It was great to
see so many new Enviroschools apply for funding this year.

“Horizons Regional Council remains committed to
supporting the next generation of environmental leaders
through the Enviroschools programme.

“We also offer support to those schools and centres that
are not part of the programme with our Environmental
Education Grant that is open all year round to help kick
start action projects with a focus on biodiversity, biosecu-
rity, and water quality. Details of this are available on our
grants and sponsorship section of our website”.

Ruapehu recipients of the 2025 fund are: Orautoha
School to purchase fruit trees for a school orchard; Tau-
marunui Primary School for building and designing pou
for their ka mua, ka muri project.

Changes in
Waimarino
museum team

Two long-serving executive members of the Waimano
Museum Society have retired.

Bernice Frost has been involved with the Museum for
many years, serving as president since 2015.

Adrienne Maru has also served on the committee for
many years including 22 years as treasurer.

They plan to continue to support the committee and with
fundraising efforts and other volunteer efforts.

The Annual General Meeting of the Society was held at
Raetihi Senior Elder Care Centre Lounge Seddon Street
Raetihi recently.

“It was attended by the very devoted members of the
Society — we were hoping that some of the community
would attend the meeting to volunteer and support for its
future development, preserving the history of this area,”
said Noelene Churton, secretary.

“We thank them for their service to the Museum and are
happy that they are continuing to stay on the Committee
for their knowledge will be good value and help to all.”

The Society is asking readers to consider becoming
involved with the Museum.

“You may know one of the people listed below and
you could discuss with them what and how the Museum
operates,” said Noelene, who also invites people to call
her on 027-244-5226 for information.

The Museum is open on Sundays at present and they
are hoping to get some more interest from the community
to be able to open the Museum on a Wednesday and for a
person to do work for the records and other jobs that are
needed to help the Museum in the future.

“The Museum is a place that you can find out informa-
tion of past events and get information and see items of
interest from this area that past residents used to live and
survive back in those times.”

The Society patron is Colin Fredricksen.

Officers elected are: president Merrilyn George; vice
president Angel Reid; secretary Noeline Churton; treasurer
Richard Bryce; roster administrator Viv Hoeta.

Committee: Bernice Frost, Adrienne Maru, Viv Hoeta,
Noeline Pikari, Roger Granville, Graeme Bell, Richard
Bryce.

The Museum has a stall at the Country Market, third
Saturday in the month, selling cakes, raffles and various
other items.

“Come and support this event held at The Centre, Sed-
don Street, Raetihi.”




Election 2025: candidates for council

We presented a set of questions to candidates
and asked for a profile of themselves. Some chose
to answer the questions, some chose to provide a
profile, and some chose to provide a mix:
Rhonda Kingston

* Tena koutou katoa. Ko Rhonda Kingston ahau.
Ko Toka Toka Te Maunga. Ko Northern Wairoa
Te Awa, e Te Kopuru Te Whenua. Te Waka o Te
Hapu o 1859, Te Shalimar.

My name is Rhonda Kingston. I was born on
the Kaipara Peninsula, where my mother’s people
lived alongside the Ngati Whatua o Tatarariki (Te
Kopuru). Since May 2020, my household has lived
rurally in the Ruapehu region.

Should I be elected to serve, I bring knowledge,
skills and experience in education, horticulture,

Rhonda Kingston.

agriculture, sustainability, entrepreneurship, the arts,
and respect for the principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi.

I bring advocacy for the diverse, as well as
empathy for the suppressed and oppressed. I
have zero tolerance for bullying, harassment, and
prejudice. I acknowledge the Rule of Law, which
ensures the well-being of all people and the natural
environment. Ma te Atua koutou e manaaki e taiki.
Sophie Stockbridge

What are the most important issues for the
Ruapehu District?

Safe roads, local control of water, and making
sure rates are spent wisely. Supporting families
with practical things like playgrounds, toilets, and
local facilities is also vital.

Do you want the council to spend more or less

Sophie Stockbridge.

than in previous years?

I want the council to spend smarter, with clear
priorities and accountability.

If less, what would you cut to make savings?

Savings should come from reducing over-
spending, sticking to budgets, and avoiding poor
financial decisions.

If more, what extra services and/or projects
would you like to see council spend money on?

Community facilities such as safe footpaths,
shade in playgrounds, and reliable infrastructure
in smaller towns.

Ifyou want more projects but no more spending,
what other ways could they be funded?

Partnerships with government, grants, and
working alongside local businesses and com-

Luke Pepper.

munity groups.

How can the council balance communities in
decline and those developing?

By being flexible. Growing areas need infra-
structure, while smaller towns need strong support
for essential services and community initiatives.

Tourism is growing. How can the council meet
industry demands?

Tourism revenue should be reinvested in local
services like roads, toilets, and rubbish systems. A
clean, safe, and welcoming district benefits both
visitors and locals.

Is RDC doing enough on zero waste?

Not yet. We need more recycling options, local
weighbridges, better education, and fairer costs
for families.

Do you have any other comments for voters?

Tam Sophie Stockbridge. I have lived in Ruape-
hu most of my life and am raising my family here.
I stand for open, honest leadership, clear spending,
and putting families and communities first.

Luke Pepper

* My name is Luke Pepper and I've represented
Taumarunui/Ohura as chair on the community
board and now super motivated to become a mem-
ber and represent you all on council.

As always RDC is under pressure to perform
from ratepayers and meet challenges from central
government and will need dedicated strong people
like myself to work collaboratively and tirelessly
to advocate for you, we not only need to solve we
need to create and having a cohesive focused table
will undoubtedly be of benefit to all.

llove living here and proud to say I farm in Rua-
pehu — it has so much to offer, so if you’re serious
about voting for someone who’s is approachable,
community focused and just as comfortable around
a council table as a cowshed then vote Luke Pepper
your number one choice.

Election 2025: candidates for WWCB

Colin Pakai

¢ [ am standing for a second term as I feel I still
have tasks to complete.

Here are some of my thoughts:

I feel that communities like Waiouru/Karioi/Ran-
gataua and Irirangi haven’t had enough representa-
tion over the years. In saying that, we need to look at
the area as a whole and see where we can improve.
(I see stormwater problems in all the towns).

The most important issues for WWCB are
employment and debt. Also, Water Done Better.

I think that in the past council have had a lot
of ‘like to haves’ and instead should have con-
centrated on the ‘need to haves’. For example:
infrastructure water/sewerage/stormwater.

I see the biggest challenge is creating employ-
ment. As acommunity board we need to encourage
council to contract to locals if practical. I have seen
this before. Locals take ownership. They live in
the area and employ locals. The money stays here.

I would also like to see less involvement by
council on the WWCB. At times we are held back
by their agenda. We need their in-put and guidance
at times, but not always.

Jonathan Findon

* The Waimarino-Waiouru Ward faces a mix of

challenges, with some communities in decline and

others striving to maintain essential services. To
meet these needs, we must plan carefully, invest in
infrastructure, and — most importantly — listen. I
believe that effective leadership starts with listen-
ing: to residents, to businesses, and to those whose
voices are often overlooked.

As aratepayer in Horopito and an environmen-
tal scientist, I bring both local commitment and
technical expertise. My professional background
equips me to interpret complex reports and make
evidence-based decisions, but my priority is al-
ways to hear what the community wants and needs.

Key issues for our ward include adapting to
environmental change, improving civil defence
readiness, and ensuring safe, healthy, and afford-
able housing. We must support local businesses
and tourism through upgraded services, better
roads, and vibrant community events.

Community boards should be the voice of the
people. Their role is to listen actively, advocate
strongly, and ensure council decisions reflect
local priorities. While some feel the RDC has
weakened community boards, I believe we must
respond by amplifying our voice and deepening
our engagement.

To be more effective, the board must consult
widely, communicate clearly, and support initia-

colin Pakai.

tives that reflect the diverse needs of our communi-

ties. Tourism is a major growth area, and we must

meet its demands with smart planning and sustain-

able infrastructure — guided by community input.
I’'m standing because I care deeply about our

Jonathan Findon.

district’s future. I will listen, advocate, and work
hard to ensure our communities thrive. With your
support, I’ll help make our area a place where
everyone feels heard, supported, and proud of.

Candidate quits Te Tai Hauauru seat contest

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy
Reporting

Tawhiao McMaster has withdrawn as a
candidate for Horizons Regional Council’s
Raki Maori constituency, announcing plans
to instead stand in next year’s General
Election.

McMaster, 29, said he will seek election
in the Maori electorate of Te Tai Hauauru.

“Having been raised in te ao Maori, I will
be standing as a rangatahi and a fluent speaker
of te reo Maori,” McMaster said. “I will be
making sure that the things I aim to change
will benefit us all.”

Te Tai Hauauru stretches across the
western North Island from South Waikato,
Te Kuiti and Taumarunui and the southern
Ruapehu through Taranaki, Whanganui,
Manawatt and down to Tawa.

McMaster (Te Atihaunui a Paparangi,
Tainui, Nga Paerangi, Nga Poutamanui-a-
Awa, Ngati Toa Rangatira, Ngati Rangi,
Ngati Tupoho, Ngati Tama, Ngati Aokehu
and Ngati Uenuku) said he was unable at
this stage to confirm which party he will
represent.

“There is a formal process underway to ac-
cept my nomination as a candidate in the next
General Election. Until the formalities are
completed, [ am unable to give further details.

“This is a recent development and means
that I have withdrawn from the Horizons
Regional Council election process,” he said.

“I acknowledge and wish the best of luck
to the remaining Horizons Raki Maori can-
didates Koro Jim Edmonds, Aunty Soraya
Peke-Mason and my older cousin Elijah
Pue.”

The Patiki Pa resident said he was making
a preliminary announcement because local
body election voting has officially opened.

“People will see I’ ve withdrawn my candi-
dacy for the regional council and they deserve
to know why.”

McMaster has worked as an environmental
lawyer and public servant. He chairs Maori
land trust Ngaporo Waimarino Forest Trust
in the central North Island and is a trustee
for Whanganui River settlement entity Nga
Tangata Tiaki o Whanganui, and the central
North Island iwi collective Te Korowai o
Wainuiarua.

Voting papers for the local government
elections are expected to arrive in letterboxes
from Tuesday until 22 September.

LDR is local body journalism co-funded
by RNZ and NZ On Air

Tawhiao McMaster has withdrawn from local body elections to
prepare to stand for Parliament. Photo supplied.
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Top tourism award for Ohakune business

An Ohakune business has won the top tourism award
from the Qualmark system — which has official recogni-
tion by the Global Sustainable Tourism Council (GSTC).

“Your business can be confident that achieving Qual-
mark accreditation aligns with global sustainability stan-
dards and displaying your award demonstrates that TCB
Ski Board & Bike is dedicated to protecting the natural
environment, strengthening connections with local com-
munities, and providing a high-quality, safe experience for
all visitors (manuhiri),” Will Chapman, service delivery
manager told Ben Wiggins from TCB on announcing the
award.

“TCB Ski Board and Bike are really proud to be chosen
to obtain the Qualmark Gold award,” says Mike Wiggins.

“For several years now TCB has received awards for
being in the top 10% worldwide from Trip Advisor and
now to receive the Qualmark Gold award makes all the
hard work worthwhile.”

“Itis not just the systems that TCB use, but the outstand-
ing efforts of Ben in the training of their team to make sure
all visitors to Ohakune are made welcome and the working
in with many other local businesses to provide a “Ruapehu
Experience” to all who visit the area.”

Tourism minister Louise Upston has congratulated TCB.

“This is a remarkable achievement and a testament to
TCB’s unwavering commitment to excellence, sustainabil-
ity and delivering an exceptional visitor experience. Your
leadership in fostering a strong team culture, embracing

Mike and Ben Wiggins, celebrating their top tourism award.

nature restoration and collaborating with
local businesses to deliver an authentic
‘Ruapehu experience’, exemplifies the
kind of dedication that enriches our tour-
ism sector,” she wrote in her letter of
congratulations.

“TCB’s journey from a seasonal opera-
tion to a business that offers all-year-round
services to visitors, is impressive. The
resilience and adaptability you and your
team have demonstrated make TCB an
outstanding example of what a tourism
business can achieve.”

A Gold Sustainable Tourism Business
Award recognises “the best sustainable
tourism businesses in New Zealand, with
the delivery of exceptional customer ex-
periences an integral part of everything
they do”, states Andrew Boyle, Qualmark
specialist.

The business was judged to be achieving

‘best practice’ under the health and safety.
Under Qualmark’s ‘business system’,
they were judged to be achieving ‘best
practice’ for its business plan, policies
and procedures, business improvement
processes and risk management and miti-
gation. Under ‘environment’, they were
judged to be achieving best practice for
waste management and pollution as well
as ‘restoring nature’. Under ‘people’, best
practice was achieved for staff training and
stall acknowledgement and satisfaction.

Under ‘community and culture’, best
practice was achieved for local knowl-
edge and products as well as community
support.

In categories where the business did
not achieve a ‘best practice’ rating, they
achieve a ‘good standard’. In all cat-
egories, the business achieved better than
‘expected’.

True Team Promise means our whole team works for you.
Contact your local Ohakune Consultant today!
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Cameron Elliot
Sales Manager — Taumarunui / Ohakune
027 542 1009

Alan Blackburn
Rural / Lifestyle
027 2039112

Polly Ingles
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