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Local share
of 2025
flood repairs
could top

S1 million

Towns access restored as long-
term recovery planning begins

Roading crews have made good progress over the weekend
reopening local roads in the north of the Ruapehu District, affected
by last week’s weather event and flooding, which left widespread
damage, reports RDC.

But last week’s floods, plus the floods in June and then again in
July, could cost ratepayers $1 million for the local share.

RDC qualifies for NZTA financial support for emergency works,
but that doesn’t cover the total cost.

Council road engineers have been assessing roads, bridges, and
other infrastructure, with repair work focused on restoring access
to at least one lane.

There are now no isolated communities, although many roads

Roading crews have now reconnected all communities that
were isolated by last week’s flooding although the road
network is in a fragile state with a lot of repair work required.
Pictured is Ohura-Matiere area flooding. Photo supplied.
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Poisoned beech trees finally felled

SAD DAY: contractors remove poisoned beech trees from next to the Mangawhero River on Monday. The dead trees were a safety
hazard after the criminal damage to around 20 trees.

Almost two years since the Bulletin pub-
lished a story about a line of around 20 beech
trees that had been deliberately poisoned, the
dead and dangerous trees have been felled.

The trees, along the east bank of the
Mangawhero River in Ohakune, opposite
a motel, were felled by contractors AgSpec
led by Robert Meehan, with subcontractors
Rabbit Nottage, Alan Whale and Mike Maru.

Ruapehu District Council’s new manager
community & recreational facilities, Candice
McNaught, said the contractors would work
to make the most of the downed trees, with
beech logs to be assessed for milling for lo-
cal iwi Ngati Rangi, other timber cut up for
firewood for local kaumatua, with smaller

material being chipped to be stockpiled for
use in Ohakune’s parks and reserves.

Because there was no funds available for
such works, councillors were asked to ap-
prove the extra budget to fund the emergency
safety works.

After concerns expressed to the Bulletin
in November 2023, the Ruapehu District
Council advised that they were aware of
the problem “having received a number of
complaints and calls on the matter”.

“In response the Property and Reserves
Team have undertaken an investigation and
found 20 trees ... poisoned,” said a Council
spokesperson at the time.

“Due to their large size the dying trees

06 385 0170

will pose a significant health and safety risk
being on reserve land and a popular walking
area. We will need to cut them down, which
will be a significant expense to ratepayers.”

The Bulletin was advised then that RDC
would be laying a complaint with the Police
and assisting with any investigation. How-
ever, Candice McNaught said no prosecution
resulted from the investigations.

A supporter of the Friends of the Man-
gawhero Walkway group, who asked not
to be named, said they were outraged at the
“criminal vandalism”.

“This volunteer group has spent thou-
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Rural trust commends community Towns access
resilience following floods

By Ali Kydd

The Ruapehu-Whanganui Rural
Support Trust (RWRST) acknowl-
edges the extraordinary scale and
impact of last week’s flood event,
one that one long-time farmer says
they’ve never seen before in more
than 35 years farming alongside the
Ongarue River.

The flooding affected areas that
have rarely, if ever, been inundated
to this extent. Due to already high
river levels, things rapidly escalated
between Monday evening (6pm) and
early Tuesday morning (6am), as
heavy rainfall poured into the catch-

ments of the Ohura, Ongarue, and
Taringamotu Rivers. While some
farms around the Ohura River area
recorded around 60mm of rainfall,
some areas within the Ongarue and
Taringamotu catchments received
well over 100mm, compounding the
flooding.

Farmers across the district faced
slips, slumps, and flooding that cut
off access both on-farm and to main
community centers. Some dairy farm-
ers struggled to have milk collected
due to flooded or damaged roads, and
power outages made communication
difficult; particularly with limited

T

Help is available
for flood victims.
Photo supplied.

landline services available.

Rural schools were also affected,
and even members of the RWRST
team, many of whom live within the
hardest-hit zones, found themselves
cut off. Despite this, the Trust con-
tinued to assist the Civil Defence
Emergency Management (CDEM)
response throughout the event.

The speed of the flooding caught
many by surprise, particularly around
Okahukura near State Highway
4, where a house and surrounding
buildings were inundated. Thank-
fully, no one was harmed. The rising
river flows fed rapidly into the Ohura
River, isolating parts of Matiere and
Tokirima, while the Mangaroa Stream
came close to breaching its banks;
an outcome that could have been
devastating for the Ohura community.

By Friday, as floodwaters slowly
began to recede, RWRST began
connecting with farmers in the worst-
affected areas to assess the scale of
the damage. Initial reports indicate
damage to fences, cropping paddocks,
farm tracks, and water infrastructure,
while road and bridge damage has
placed additional pressure on day-to-
day farm operations.

The Trust continues to advocate
for urgent repairs to essential roading
infrastructure, ensuring the safety and
welfare of farmers, their families, and
their livestock.

As the region now moves from
response into recovery, RWRST is

Turn to Page 12

Community Entertainment

The Tavern e
Friday 24 October — 7.30pm — $15
Fundraiser for Ruapehu Rugby

Supper included. Bar available.

OCTOBER 2025

The Tavern Movie 24 October
Royal Theatre, Raetihi

NOVEMBER 2025

8 November

Pirate Ship Launch
Carrotland Adventure Park

Renegade Muster 15 November
#mountainstoseanz Ruapehu NZ, Discover Whanganui, Dept of
Conservation

DECEMBER 2025

Raetihi Christmas Carnival 13 December
Seddon St, Raetihi from 9am. Contact Kay on 027 924 7252 for stalls.

JANUARY 2026

Mabhi Aroha - DoC Summer Programme
For further information: www.tongariro.org.nz.

The Goat Adventure Run
Have you Goat what it take? www.thegoat.co.nz

1-30January

17 January

For all your ski board and bike rental needs

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433 tcb.nz

FOR MORE DETAILS, GO TO

OHAKUNE.INFO or RUAPEHUNOW.CO.NZ

IT'S FREE TO LIST SO PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU

HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP ...
ADS@RUAPEHUBULLETIN.CO.NZ
LINK YOUR EVENT TO EVENTFINDA FOR FREE
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3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by international
chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and craft breweries
including award winning Ruapehu Brewing Co beers in the fridge
and on tap. See our Facebook page for what's on. Please check
our open times as these will vary.

Ph: 06 385 8558

6 Thames St, Ohakune Junction
Ohakune's most famous pizza restaurant, for over 37 years we
have been serving Ohakune's best pizza. Come up and see us
in the "Junction" at the end of the Old Coach Road and try one
of our hot, tasty, handmade pizzas. Same great menu available
for takeaway. Open Thursday to Monday, 4 — late. Check us out
online at: www.lapizzeria.co.nz

1Rata St, Ohakune Ph: 027 257 LKNZ (5569)
Open every day. Menu includes our delicious big breakfast,
creamy mushrooms, homemade soups, wedges, nachos,
toasties, waffles and more ... Volcanic coffee, muffins & scones,
real fruit smoothies and thick shakes. Dine in or takeaway. Onsite
parking. www.lknz.co.nz

Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
For over 35 years, The Powderkeg has been serving up exceptional
food and service in a warm, welcoming atmosphere. Whether
you're enjoying a sunny afternoon on our spacious balcony or
indulgingin our weekly specials like Sushi Fridays and Smokehouse
Sundays, there's always something to look forward to. Join us for
an unforgettable dining experience and follow us on Instagram @
powderkegbar for the latest updates and mouthwatering offers!
Monday to Thursday, Matterhorn Breakfast 7 — 10.30am and
Powderkeg 3pm till late. Friday — Sunday Powderkeg 7am till late.

79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique wines and
cocktails to quench that thirst. Playroom for the kids, foozeball,
air hockey and spacies to keep the kids entertained. Spectacular
mountain views. A great place for casual get togethers or special
occasions. Open every day.

Ph: 06 385 9120

47 Clyde St, Ohakune
Open 7 days from 8am — 3pm for all day breakfast and lunch.
NOW SERVING HAVANA COFFEE. A cosy memorable atmosphere
with a great range of cabinet food and beverages, Frappé and
smoothies. Vegan/Gluten-free options for both savoury and sweet
are available. Speedy free Wi-Fil A perfect place for everybody!

restored as long-
term recovery
planning begins
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remain in a fragile condition.

Ruapehu controller Clive Manley said
reinstating reliable road access was the
top priority for rural residents, particularly
farmers whose livelihoods depend on de-
pendable transport links.

“Our crews have been working as
quickly as possible to reconnect the
network, and we’re pleased to now have
access restored to all townships that had
been isolated,” he said.

Floodwaters caused around 80 percent
of the roading damage leaving behind
cracking, slumping, heavy silt deposits,
logs, debris, together with numerous slips
and dropouts.

With roads reopening, Manley is urging
motorists to take extreme care.

“There will be heavy vehicles and repair
crews operating across the district, specifi-
cally around Ohura and Matiere.

“We’re asking people to drive cautiously
and to be patient as some repairs will take
time to complete and, with more rain
forecast next week, the risk of new slips
remains,” he said.

Council infrastructure manager Vini
Dutra added that once they are getting
people and goods moving again the focus
will shift to planning and implementing
long-term repairs.

“While NZTA’s emergency funding
arrangements allow remedial work to
reopen the network, permanent solutions
require detailed engineering assessments
and costings.

“Although this takes longer, it means
Council and NZTA can make informed
decisions about whether to replace dam-
aged assets like-for-like or invest in greater
long-term resilience,” Dutra said.

Third storm

“This latest weather event is the third
major storm in five months.”

The first weather event in June caused
$2.23 million in damages with the second
in July costed at $1.9 million.

“Damage and repair costs for this most recent
event will also be in the millions of dollars.

“We were still working through repairs
from the July weather event, with around
100 sites yet to be completed and were
expecting NZTA funding approval for this
work within the next two to three weeks.”

“Even with an increased Funding As-
sistance Rate (FAR) from NZTA to support
recovery works, Ruapehu ratepayers will

YOU’RE INVITED!

The Great

Dirate Ship

Launch

Ohakune Carrotland

Saturday 8 November - 1 1am - 2pm

£ Bring your own picnic

£ Food available to purchase
& Dirate Dress up - come along in your best

pirate stuff and join in!

still need to contribute a significant local
share — potentially more than $1 million
across the three storm events.

“Council will be working to unlock
funding from all possible sources to reduce
the financial pressure on Ruapehu ratepay-
ers,” he said.

Progress in undertaking repairs includ-
ing on road conditions will be posted on
Council’s website ruapehudc.govt.nz and
Facebook page.

People are asked to continue to call
Council on 07 895 8188 with any road
outage information.

State Highways

RDC says sections of SH3, SH4 and
SH43 will have multiple sites under stop/
go traffic controls over the coming 2-3
weeks (until mid-November) and road us-
ers can expect additional travel times of ap-
proximately 40-60 minutes in these areas.

“More wet weather is forecast across
parts of the region in the coming week.
Slips and other hazards can occur without
warning, so please drive to the conditions.

“If people do need to travel they should
check on the NZTA journey Planner web-
site before leaving.”

Drive safely to the conditions

People are asked to take extreme care
when driving around the district. Roads
that have been underwater have cracking,
silt deposits and other detritus on them.
There are a lot of large vehicles and other
heavy equipment on the roads as part of the
recovery efforts. People driving aroud the
Ohura-Matiere area should be especially
vigilant for road crews and machinery
which will be on the move.

Local road information, Tuesday 21
October:

Closed roads: Takiri Road; Tapuiwahine
Road - closed at 8km - bridge off deck
beams; Hohotaka Road - extensive dam-
age - residents only; Kokomiko Road - ex-
tensive damage - residents only; Ongarue
Stream Road - closed from Okauaka Rd
onward other than for residents; Taringa-
motu Road - between 12.7 and 19.5km
- residents only; Ongarue Back Road - slip-
pery surfaces with some slips and dropouts

Roads open with caution: Kururau B;
MacClure Road (off Ohura Rd); Manga-
papa Road - slippery and pavement dam-
age; Mangaparo Road — slips; Ngakonui
Ongarue Road; Ngapuke Road - some
slumping; Ongarue Waimiha Road -
some slips; Poro-o-Tarao road; Pukehou
Road - some slumping -
one lane; Waitaanga Road;
Waitea Branch Road - some
slumping - one lane by
slips; Waituhi Road; Huia
Road - has been flooded in
places - slippery and pave-
ment damage; Mangapapa
Road - has been flooded
in places - slippery and
pavement damage; Ohura
Mokau Road; Ohura North
Road - has been flooded in
places - slippery and pave-
ment damage; Ohura Road
- slippery surfaces; Oka-
hukura Saddle Road - slips
and large dropout; Roto
Road - has been flooded in
places - slippery and pave-
ment damage; Tanga Road
- large slump at RP850;
Waitewhena Road - has
been underway in places
- slippery and pavement
damage; Williamson Road
- OPEN - has a dropout.



Turoa sells
$388 season
passes

Pure Tiiroa Limited, the new owners of the
ski area, have announced a season pass offer
aimed at “making snow sports more acces-
sible than ever”.

A 2026 season pass is priced at $388 for
adults and $88 for youth (ages six to 16), for
unlimited access to the field.

“We know Kiwis love to get outdoors, stay
active, and try new adventures, but the cost of
snow sports can often be a barrier, especially
in today’s economic climate,” says Turoa
CEO Jono Dean.

“This special season pass offer is about
breaking down those financial obstacles and
inviting everyone to experience the thrill of
Taroa on Mount Ruapehu.”

He said the initiative reflects Ttiroa’s com-
mitment to community and inclusivity, en-
suring that skiing and snowboarding remain
accessible activities for all New Zealanders.

“The Ohakune community’s support has
been crucial to the launch of Pure Ttroa, and
this is our way of giving back,” Dean adds.

“We believe this is New Zealand’s most
value-driven winter season pass, and we’re
excited to reignite a passion for winter sports
across Aotearoa.”

He says that whether families are discov-
ering snow for the first time or experienced
riders are seeking dynamic terrain, Ttroa Ski
Area offers something for everyone. Visitors
can explore Ohakune’s vibrant apres scene,
including cosy accommodations, local res-
taurants, indoor golf and climbing facilities,
and the newly expanded Mountains to Sea
biking trails.

Turoa season passes are available online
at turoa.com for a limited time from today,
Wednesday 22 October through to Friday 31
October 2025.

Turoa looks back on challenging season

With Taroa coming to the end of its snow season,
with the last day of riding planned for Monday
27 October — weather dependant — the crew have
reflected on what has been a difficult season, with
a late start and some challenging conditions.

“We opened early on Mardi Gras weekend with
the Meadow on 21 June. Despite warm, wet weather
through July and very little snow in August, it’s
incredible to be approaching Labour Weekend
and still expect to be skiing,” says Kat Robinson,
corporate manager.

“Our 2026 season pass campaign aims to break
down a major barrier — cost — that often stops
Kiwis from giving snow sports a try. We want 2026
to be the season that encourages people to ‘give it a
go,” explore their own backyard, and experience the
freedom and joy that snow sports bring to so many.”

Fred Campbell, operations manager, says he is
“truly proud of our team’s resilience and dedication
this winter”.

“Despite some tough conditions — with de-icing
coming much later than usual and the constant wet
weather from warm systems that required us to
rebuild multiple times — our team stuck together
and kept going. Their unwavering commitment and
positive attitude made all the difference and I genu-
inely appreciate everything they’ve done to make
this season a success. It’s a tough place to work, but
that only makes the wins all the more satisfying.”
Hospitality

Hospitality manager Darron Beange says “In
2025, we hosted our first Fork & Flame events at
Freddies, featuring evening transport, an 8-course
tasting menu, and wine pairings.

“One evening in particular stood out— guests
arrived to a blanket of fresh snow, creating a truly
magical experience. It was incredible to open up
a new dining experience for people, showcasing
Freddies and our talented chefs. It was a fantastic
milestone for us.”

Ali Chamley, rohe relationship manager:

“We are incredibly proud to have provided eight
local primary schools with free season passes, open-
ing the doors of snow sports to so many tamariki
who may not have had the chance otherwise.

“Hearing from schools like Mataroa, where chil-

Despite being a very tough season for Tiiroa, there was still lots of fun to be had. A liftie high-fives a
skier coming off the carpet lift at the Alpine Meadow. Photo: Tiroa.

dren have progressed from beginners to exploring
advanced runs, and seeing the joy and confidence it
brings to whanau, truly highlights the impact of our
mahi. We’re thrilled to see so many more schools
join us, knowing that together, we’re creating op-
portunities, building skills, and inspiring a love for
the snow. Nga mihi nui to all who were a part of
this journey —your stories remind us why we do
what we do.”

Kat McKenzie, commercial manager:

“The opening of the new Taroa HQ on Ayr Street
was a real highlight of the 2025 winter season and
having a presence in the heart of town really made
a difference. We also hosted some fantastic events,
like the ‘Girls Who Shred’ and the Ttroa Rail Jam.
But what truly made the season special was the

team spirit shown by our crew. The 2026 staff were
absolute legends—many working across multiple
areas and always happy to lend a hand. I felt they
really embodied that family feeling that keeps so
many people, staff and guests alike, coming back
to Ttrroa year after year.”

Brendon Nesbit, patrol manager:

“The Turoa Patrol team are now the most quali-
fied in New Zealand and we take pride in putting
that knowledge to the test in some of the most
challenging conditions and situations to ensure
our guests are safe and well looked after. Thinking
on our feet and always staying one step ahead is
what we strive for, and the 2025 ‘red coats’ truly
pulled together, demonstrating what we can achieve
through teamwork and dedication.”

Trees
felled

From Page 1

sands of hours on the walk-
way, trying to add to the
beautiful beech tree corri-
dor through Ohakune from
the Tongariro National Park
to Jubilee Park. They have
spent tens of thousands of
dollars of donations on the
project.

“To think that someone
is arrogant enough to kill
these beautiful trees abso-
lutely sickens me.

“Some of the original
trees, which the criminals
have killed, would be well
over 100 years old.

“This project has had
huge community support
for well over 20 years.

“What’s the point of put-
ting all that effort in if one
person, if it is just one
person, can override those
efforts and slap the face
of them and indeed the
whole community with this
action.”

They cited a Greek prov-
erb: ‘A society grows great
when old men plant trees
in whose shade they may
never sit.’

“So, if a man poisons
trees so there will be no
shade, that must mean our
society withers and dies
too?

“The poisoner should
be absolutely ashamed of
themselves.”

Applications
closing soon

Our community fund is here
to help people, organisations
or groups doing great work
in our community.

Applications
close on
31 October 2025.

For more information
and to apply, visit
thelinescompany.co.nz

keeping you connected
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GST for Ruapehu

e Ruapehu District is home to some of
Aotearoa’s most iconic landscapes — Ton-
gariro National Park, Whanganui National
Park, and the majestic slopes of Mt Ruapehu.
Each year, millions of visitors come to expe-
rience our natural beauty. In the year ending
March 2025, they spent $20.91 million in
GST revenue for central government.

Yet not a cent of that GST is returned to
Ruapehu.

Unlike Whanganui, which offset its mod-
est 2.2% rate increase with income from
council-owned enterprises like Whanganui
Port ($1.2 million in 2024), Ruapehu has
no such commercial revenue. Our user-pays
income is limited and our ratepayer base is
small. We face vast geography, aging infra-
structure, and the growing costs of hosting
national and international visitors — all
while trying to maintain services and envi-
ronmental stewardship.

This is a structural imbalance. The
value we create for the national economy
is undeniable, but the financial burden falls
disproportionately on our communities and
iwi partners.

Ruapehu deserves a fair return. Whether
through direct GST redistribution, a tar-
geted tourism infrastructure fund, or a co-
investment model with central government,
we need sustainable, equitable funding to
support the assets that drive tourism.

This is not a handout. It’s a recognition of
the role we play — and the need to ensure
our district can continue to welcome visi-
tors without compromising the wellbeing of
those who live here.

The time has come for central government
to return the favour. Let’s invest in the places
that make Aotearoa unforgettable — and
ensure they re not left footing the bill alone.

John Chapman
Summer time

e Through the business communities
support of PTL’s bid, in turn they promised
to play their part in stimulating economic
activity.

Last week’s announcement of $388 for
a 2026 adult ski season pass will definitely
help to do this.

As the rain washes away the last of the
snow and we look longingly towards the
warmth of a bumper 2025/26 mountain bike
season, my heart was again filled with excite-
ment when I was told PTL had successfully
gained a concession variation for summer
lift operations in May.

With the Giant and Parklane finally able to
spin for their first-ever full summer season
I, like many, are looking forward to hearing
about all the new experiences PTL are plan-
ning to have on offer to tempt the visitors to
Ohakune and continue stimulating economic
activity in our warmer months.

Name supplied
Taroa replies:

We share your enthusiasm for the
positive momentum building in the region.
The support from the business community
has been invaluable in helping PTL take
important steps forward, including securing
the concession variation for summer lift
operations - a milestone we’re excited to
build on in the coming years.

While it’s unfortunate the lifts won’t
be operating this summer, our team will
be focused on critical maintenance work
to help improve lift reliability for future
seasons. At the same time, we’re in the
early planning stages of several exciting
summer projects and activities aimed at
growing year-round visitor appeal.

Taroa Team

Editor’s message to Scott Fitzgerald:
we would be happy to publish your letter
but require your home address and a phone
number for our records (not for publication).
Letters rules

The Ruapehu Bulletin welcomes letters
to the editor and points out that letters pub-
lished do not necessarily reflect the opinions
of the Bulletin or staff. All letters must carry
a name, address and telephone number for
verification. The Editor reserves the right to
edit and abridge letters.

MPs recap on Ohakune visit

By Suze Redmayne, MP for Ran-
gitikei electorate.

e It was fantastic to be in Ohakune
on Monday with my friend and col-
league Carl Bates, MP for Whan-
ganui. With the new electorate
boundary changes confirmed earlier
this year, the Ruapehu District will
move into the Whanganui electorate
at the next election. It was a great
opportunity to introduce Carl to
some of the people who make this
community outstanding.

We began the day at Ruapehu
College, meeting with principal
Marama Allen and deputy principal
Michael Darmody to talk about the
challenges facing young people and
the recent changes to NCEA. From
online harm and social pressures, it’s
clear today’s youth are navigating a
complex world. Listening to those
working alongside them every day
is invaluable as we shape policies to
help our young people thrive.

At Ohakune Primary School, we
met principal Lisa Clark and her
team, saw structured literacy and
maths in action and enjoyed morn-
ing tea with staff who shared their
insights. From there, it was on to
Utopia Café, where locals came by
to chat about what matters to them.
A big thank you to everyone who
joined us — it was great to connect.

Carl and I also met with Ngati
Rangi chief executive Helen Leahy
and Ruapehu District councillor
Korty Wilson and enjoyed a great
catch-up with an enthusiastic and
motivated group of young people.

We then called in to MSD and
caught up with staff to hear how
things are going for job seekers.
Helping people off a benefit and
into work is one of National’s
top priorities. This week two new
non-financial sanctions came into
effect, requiring jobseekers to un-

TH E WEEKLY WOR KO UT answers for each puzzle are included on this page

QUICK CROSSWORD

From left, Suze Redmayne, Helen Leahy, Carl Bates and Korty Wilson.

dertake mandatory job-searches
and attend training. The faster we
can support people, especially
young people, into sustainable em-
ployment, the better the outcomes
for them, their families and our
communities. Later, we hosted a
Rural Nats forum at the Tavern in
Ohakune. Topics discussed included
the RMA, methane emissions, water
and afforestation. Rural connectiv-
ity was also front of mind, and I'm
delighted to share some great news
— six new mobile towers are now
live across Rangitikei and Ruapehu.
These towers improve coverage on
our roads and in our communities
and give everyone reliable access
to the 111 emergency network. I
want to acknowledge the severe
flooding recently experienced across
Ruapehu and Taranaki King Coun-
try. Clean-up efforts will take time
and my colleague Barbara Kuriger
and I have been in regular contact
with local mayors to understand
what support is needed. We have

also been speaking with Civil De-
fence Minister Mark Mitchell, who
is working closely with authorities
to ensure communities get the help
they require. My thoughts are with
everyone affected as they deal with
the aftermath.

Finally, my congratulations to all
councillors-elect, and thank you to
every single person who put their
hand up to stand in the local body
elections. Campaigning is not easy
— it takes a huge amount of time,
energy and commitment. Our local
democracy is stronger for those
willing to serve, regardless of the
outcome.

As always, if you have anything
you’d like to discuss, please feel free
to drop me a line. Email me at Suze.
RedmayneMP@parliament.govt.nz,
or call 07 896 8008. You can also
follow me on Facebook at facebook.
com/SuzeRedmayneMP

Authorised by Suze Redmayne
Parliament Buildings, Wellington
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5. Pacify (7)

9. Longs for (5)

10. Incubation period
(9) ‘
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is the human body?

1. High-speed train 27

(7)

2. Christmas theatre  14. Con artist (9)

(9) 16. Conversation

3. Refuse (5) between two (Fr) (4-1-4)
4. Palaver (9) 17. Aim (9)

5. Spread (5) 18. Own (7)

6. State of

lawlessness, chaos 22. Serious (5)

20. Supervise (7)

(9) 23. Fanatical (5)

7. Farewell (5)
8. Confer an honour
upon (7)

®)

24. Brings up, nurtures -

Enjoy WordFit puzzles?

THE TOP 10

"8aly] "0l ‘(9661)

Magazines available from
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz
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outfit?

or waves?

1. To the nearest degree, what temperature

2. Vicunas and guanacos are smaller
versions of which South American animal?
3. Which musical holds the record for
longest run on Broadway, 1988 to 20237?
4. The Titanic was officially RMS Titanic.
What do the letters stand for?

5. Which 80s band had hits with Girls on
Film and Hungry Like the Wolf?

6. What French word describes a bride’s

7. Did the Old-age Pensions Act become
law in 1898, 1918, or 19387
8. Was Aeolus the Greek god of wind, wine,

9. Which two US cities hosted the Summer
Olympics in 1980 and 19967

10. How many boules does each player
have when playing singles in pétanque?
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Strong Ruapehu District voter turnout as
Maori ward retained in close poll

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporting

Ruapehu voters have recorded one of the
district’s strongest turnouts in recent years and
narrowly voted to keep Maori wards for the next

two local elections.

Final results released for the Ruapehu District Coun-
cil elections show a 51.07 percent turnout, with 4302
votes cast, including a high number of special votes.

Maru's clear message:
‘we can help’

Maru Energy Trust estimates close to
1800 more homes in the Ruapehu district
now qualify for free home insulation.

A government rule change means houses
which may not have qualified before, may
now be eligible to have their homes made
warmer and drier. It means hundreds of
local homes could be insulated over the
coming summer, in time for the next King
Country winter.

Maru Energy Trust team lead Renee
Parkes said Maru had also stepped up its
funding commitment.

“We want as many homes as possible
insulated over the coming summer so Maru
will top up any remaining costs for eligible
homeowners.”

“It means there will be no cost for
whanau, but huge benefits especially for
our tamariki and kaumatua. Cold homes
make life a lot harder, and in some cases
make people sick. It doesn’t need to be
like that.

“And having homes insulated means
savings on winter bills.”

Renee said the money is there and sup-
pliers are ready to go. But Maru needs
homeowners to take the first step and reach
out to see if they qualify.

“It doesn’t matter where your house is
on the electricity network, we want to help.
That’s our kaupapa, that’s what we’re here
for,” she said.

“It’s really simple. You can call us — for
free — on 0800 808 901. Or email hello@
maru.org.nz.

Labour
Weekend art

Art from local creators will be on show
this Labour Weekend at the Taumarunui
Arts Centre, in the main street.

The Art Expo will be open to all from
Friday 24 to Monday 27 October, 10am
to 4pm daily. Taumarunui Arts Centre is
located on the main street of Taumarunui,
opposite Jasmines Cafe.

“We are delighted to say all spaces are
booked out, so we’ll have the exhibition
room full to bursting with inspiring dis-
plays from over 10 different groups or
individual local artists and craftspeople,”
says Kathleen Lennie.

“You’ll see paintings, photography, ha-
rakeke weaving and much, much more.”

Most of the art and crafts will be avail-
able for sale.

Maru Energy Trust team lead Renee Parks desperately

wants people to ask about free installation.

“If you don’t want to do that, have a chat to someone
like REAP or Kokiri Trust. They can help sort it. The
important thing is that you contact us and if your house

qualifies, we’ll make it happen.”

Renee said the average cost of a full house insulation

is close to $4000.

“That’s way too much for most people to find. So if you
know someone who might qualify, now’s the time to ask

us about it. We really, really want to hear from people.”

Thank yeu te everyene whe
veted = and if you vetee
for me, {hat’s a bonusiil

Always happy for a chat
- anything - anytime!

Officials said results were delayed because of
exceptionally strong special vote participation.

In the Maori ward poll, voters chose to retain
Maori wards, with 2098 voting to keep and 1982
voting to remove — a margin of just 116 votes.

The binding result means the Maori ward will
remain in place for the 2028 and 2031 elections.

Weston Kirton’s return for another term as
mayor was confirmed. He secured 2453 votes,
comfortably ahead of challengers Lyn Neeson
(1347), Grant Lethborg (1033) and Fiona Kahu-
kura Hadley-Chase (385).

Kirton credited his re-election to his commu-
nity’s concern about rising rates and affordability.

“People are struggling with the long-term po-
tential for rate increases, particularly around the
water [plans]. They want leadership that will work
harder and smarter to alleviate some of that pain,”
Kirton said after preliminary results were released
earlier this week.

Six councillors have been elected to the coun-
cil’s general ward: Robyn Gram, Viv Hoeta, Rab-
bit Nottage, Brenda Ralph and newcomers John
Chapman and Luke Pepper.

Community board representatives have also
been confirmed:

‘Waimarino-Waiouru: Kay Henare, Luigi Hotter,
Colin Pakai, Stu Robinson, Emma Young.

Owhango-National Park: Gail Gray, Anthony
Gurr, Eddie Marsters, Murray Wilson, Peter
Zimmer.

Taumarunui-Ohura: Johnny Dryden, Molly Jef-
fries, Brian Portland, Sophie Stockbridge, Oriwia
Wanakore.

Nationally, election operator Electionz.com
reported processing around 28,000 special votes
nationwide in this year’s local elections — nearly
10,000 more than in 2022.

LDR is local body journalism co-funded by RNZ
and NZ On Air

BAYLEYS

NEW LISTING

Kakahi 23 Dahya Lala Drive

Sale by court order

This is a sale by court order under the provisions of the
Local Government (Rating) Act 2002, conducted by
the Registrar of the High Court of New Zealand at
Tauranga.

A sale will be sought on auction day — don't miss this
rare opportunity!

Situated in Kakahi, this property offers a chance to
gain a foothold on the property ladder. This property
offers a peaceful lifestyle with Taumarunui and its
amenities being approximately 20kms away.

bayleys.co.nz/2900832

1,012:m i1 2 b=y 7 vt

Auction (will not be sold prior) 12pm, Fri 7 Nov 2025
158 Wicksteed Street, Whanganui
Antony Greenfield 021102 3594

antony.greenfield@bayleys.co.nz
BARTLEY REAL ESTATELTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Need advice on the area, activities or even the weather, call or stop in and see the team for firsthand knowledge.

Free phone: 0800 647 483. Ohakune: 9am-4pm Taumarunui: 9am- 4pm
Email: isites@visitruapehu.com. 54 Clyde Street. Railway Station, 116 Hakiaha Street.
OHK: 06 3858427 TAU: 07 895 7494
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Maths wizzes show their sums

Ohakune Primary School logged success in two very different events recently, covering maths skills in maths
and fitness. ABOVE: the school’s fittest kids took part in a PCT competition, winning the event. They are, from
left, Bear Soverel, Kace Morrison, Suriya Kristiansen Eva Hovelle, coached by Jason Clark. BELOW: The school's
year 5 and 6 Mathex team placed 3rd in Whanganui: from left, Caitlin Drinkwater, Makinli Nation, Bodie Deadman
and Hamish Drummond. They thanked teacher Bridget Heffernan and parents for supporting them.

POWER UP
LEARIN

+EARN

11zllines

company

connected 0800 367 546
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Dog trials handy
in Raetihi

The Wanganui Centre held its annual
Handy Dog Trial at Papahaua Station on
the Matahiwi Track off the Parapara Road
on 26-27 September.

The Handy Dog event was well attended
and the heading trial, which is a separate
competition on each day was slightly down
on entries.

Alex Matthews from Taihape judged the
Handy Dog trial and John Journeaux from
Raetihi did the Friday heading event with
Jock Stratton from Moawhango having his
first judging job on the Saturday.

‘Whanganui huntaway men dominated the
Handy Dog Trial with only one outside com-
petitor and dog, Isobel Brice with Crib from
the King Country making the final. Isobel
and Crib have already qualified for the finals
at Taupo in January having placed 2nd in
the recent Taumaranui Handy Dog event.

The Raetihi Collie Club members run
the Handy Dog trial each year with Bruce
Parkinson and his team preparing the sheep

(which are supplied by Papahaua Station),
setting up the course and generally seeing
the event is a smoothly run operation.

The heading trial is run by Merv William
and Kathryn Oliver who were very ably
assisted by Harry Peacock this year. Harry
works for Bruce Parkinson at Tanupara
Station. The heading trial has proved a
very good start off point for new judges.

Open Handy Dog Results: 1st B Parkin-
son Gus 99.5; 2nd B Parkinson Crim 97.5;
3rd G Martin Wick 96; 4th C Johns Clay
95.5; 5th N George Kruger 95. Maiden
man/dog: Matt Hammond Madi 91. The
Station Challenge: Kopia Station. Heading
Friday: 1st H Peacock ice 96;2nd M Wil-
liams Flash 95.5; 3rd N George Trick 95.
Open /Maiden: H Peacock Ice 96. Maiden/
man: M Hammond Kim 83. Heading Fri-
day: C Journeaux Wal 99;2nd H Peacock
Ice 98.5; 3rd M Williams Flash 98. Open
/Maiden: C Journeaux Clint 97. Maiden
man B Cooper Beau 71.

Bruce Parkinson and Gus, winners of the Open Handy Dog Trial. Photo: Brenda O’Leary.

Dog Trials timekeeper, Alex Matthews (with his dog Judge), George Neoff, Ned George
(Kruger), Craig Johns (Clay), Gavin Martin (Wick), Bruce Parkinson (Crim & Gus), Isobel

Brice (Crib). Photo: Brenda O’Leary.



Kuru Ketu brings rangatahi perspective to RDC

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporting

Former litigation lawyer Kuru Ketu is one of the
youngest members elected to the Ruapehu District
Council, securing one of the district’s three Maori
ward seats in his first run for public office.

The 32-year-old environmental consultant,
who lives in Matapuna, Taumarunui, says he is
determined to make good on the mandate Maori
voters have given him.

“I’m really keen to get stuck straight into the
mahi and have already started some planning for
the next three years.”

Ketu believes his election sends a strong mes-
sage from Maori voters about confidence in the
next generation of leadership.

“It signals that, across the board, our people are
actively thinking about succession.

“Rangatahi bring with them a huge sense of
hope for a better tomorrow and that encourages
our people to keep pushing forward too.”

Ketu (Ngati Haua, Ngati Tawharetoa, Ngati
Maniapoto) said his return to Taumarunui after a
busy early career shows a “cycle of investment,
service and love for our community”.

“I have an important job to do in terms of rep-
resenting the rangatahi perspective but also [to]
break down some barriers for rangatahi to enter
these spaces come the next election.”

Ketu said his campaign was built on kindness,
positivity and solutions.

“Often, we see campaigns run in a way that takes
advantage of the not-so-nice side of humanity,
the side that is quick to mistrust or is influenced
by fear.

“You can have a position and advocate for it but
without getting down in the weeds or being com-
bative towards those who have a different view.”
Financial and governance challenges

He plans to move quickly on financial and gov-
ernance challenges.

“I"dlike to focus on correcting the LTP (long-term
plan) deficit that has been highlighted to us over the
past year. We have tools to address this, and I think
we need to get into that sooner rather than later.”

He also wants to strengthen how council
measures performance and value for money for
ratepayers.

“I don’t think there is a proper framework in
place to show ratepayers that the services they
receive are value for money. That is [partly] a
communication failure but also because the mea-
surement tools are not fit for purpose.”

Other key areas on his list include aligning
council standing orders with community expec-
tations, establishing an effective water services
CCO, and ensuring proportionality in the upcom-
ing representation review and elected member
remuneration process.

‘Grow Maori engagement’

Outside the council table, Ketu is already plan-
ning initiatives to grow Maori engagement and
participation in local governance.

“One [kaupapa] will be focused on blooding
rangatahi (16-40) into governance roles.

“I am planning on holding weekly interactive
workshops starting in 2026. The aim is to have
other rangatahi ready to stand in the 2028 elections,
or in elections for marae and land trusts.”

A second kaupapa will focus on regular report-
ing back to Maori about council work and ensuring
Maori continue to direct council’s mahi.

“Through this, I hope to engage our people in
local politics more, so that come 2028 our voter
turnout is over 60%.”

Ketu’s background in law, iwi environmental
management and working with local govern-
ment, gives him confidence stepping into council
decision-making.

“Although I'm new to this table, I am not new
to this space or the decision-making role. In that
sense, my background has prepared me for this
role.”

Asked how Maori perspectives might shape
council decisions, Ketu said the key would be
communication and shared values.

“It is my responsibility to ensure I am contrib-
uting a values-based perspective to the decision-
making process.

Ruapehu District Council’'s new Mdori ward councillor Kuru Ketu: “I'm really keen to get stuck

straight into the mahi.” Photo supplied.

“Closing the divide is a shared responsibility,
but, equally, we as Maori have to take the lead —
and I’'m prepared to do that.”

‘A lot of mahi to do’

In a separate poll, voters narrowly chose to retain
the Maori ward with only 90 votes in it — 2022
votes to keep it, 1932 to remove it.

The poll underscored the importance of his next
three years, Ketu said.

“The margin [between] keep and remove is very
tight. That signals that I have a lot of mahi to do
over the next three years.

“It’s all about education and showing value.
My aim at a minimum is to get those who voted
to remove Maori wards to ask themselves why
they voted no.”

For those who voted to keep the wards, he said

the task was to build confidence and capacity to
take on leadership roles.

“This will ensure the long-term sustainability
of Maori wards, but also Maori participation in
decision-making going forward.”

As for how he wants to be judged when this
term ends, Ketu said: “I hope that by the end of
this term, our people can say that their vote for me
was not a waste.”

The new council table will include returning
mayor Weston Kirton, returning councillors Rab-
bit Nottage, Robyn Gram, Viv Hoeta and Brenda
Ralph, newcomers to the general ward Luke Pep-
per and John Chapman, and returning Maori ward
councillors Korty Wilson and Channey Iwikau.

LDR is local body journalism co-funded by RNZ
and NZ On Air
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Ohakune 71Arawa Street

BAYLEYS

NEW LISTING

Ohakune 17A and 17B TiKouka Place

Roomto grow

Step inside this freshly refreshed three-bedroom
home and you’ll instantly notice the warmth and
character. Polished timber floors, a modern colour
palette, and plenty of natural light give this property a
bright and welcoming feel. A cosy woodburner paired
with a heat transfer system ensures year-round
comfort, while the sunny rear deck provides a private
spot to relax or entertain. Set on a generous section
with a single garage and ample yard space, there’s
room here for gardens, kids, or simply enjoying the
outdoors.

bayleys.co.nz/2900830

675 1 Z k= 188 1 o

Asking Price $420,000
Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz
BARTLEY REALESTATELTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Chalet plus bonus section

Arare find in Ohakune! 17A & 17B Ti Kouka Place offers
not only a charming classic-style chalet but also an

adjoining vacant sectionincluded in the price. The well-

presented chalet features one bedroom, plus a
mezzanine that accommodates up to six additional
guests, an open-plan living area, and a hot tub for
soaking and unwinding after a day of enjoying all that
Ohakune has to offer. Set close to the Mangawhero
River walkway and an easy stroll to town, this property
provides both lifestyle and investment potential.

bayleys.co.nz/2900833

They 78 1w

Asking Price $365,000
Jenny Dekker 027 4555674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz
BARTLEY REAL ESTATELTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008
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Local identity Bob Norling and Ohakune
TV Electrical are long-term fixtures in the
Ohakune business landscape. Businesses
like this, with the longevity of over 50
years, are rare and the envy of many.

The secret? This is a family business,
with Bob’s wife Colleen and daughter-
in-law Dawn both involved with ad-
ministration and sales and son Daryn in
the servicing area. Passionate about the
community they serve, the personalised
service and care for their customers they
offer — something online and larger outlets
can only dream about.

They work hard to understand their cli-
ents’ needs and offer an end-to-end service
from product sourcing through to delivery,
installation and after-sales care.

Ohakune TV Electrical can also install
and maintain your heat pump, set up smart
TVs and install satellite dishes and TV
aerials.

Bob has always worked in partnership
with trusted New Zealand brands, becom-
ing one of the first Fisher and Paykel fran-

Experts ~ at your service

Service to the
community is the
secret for Bob

chisees and, more recently, aligned with the
100% Home group. You can view their full
range of products now available online in
the 100% Home catalogue.

These partnerships have enabled
Ohakune TV and Electrical to maintain
its personalised service, combining the
ability to source a great range of top-quality
appliances with solid warranties and com-
petitive pricing.

Deeply rooted in the community and in
business since 1974, Bob has seen it, sold
it, serviced it and upgraded it all.

From the advent of colour TV to Walk-
mans, VCRs, microwaves, and now air fry-
ers, Ohakune TV Electrical has ensured its
product range remains current with the times.

Businesses like Ohakune TV Electrical
will surprise you with what they have to
offer, so rather than heading online, head
in-store to 39 Clyde Street in Ohakune and
chat with Bob about your requirements.
They can also be contacted by phone on
06 385 8700 or via email at ohakunetv@
Xtra.co.nz.

Heat Pumps
Choose the best heat
pump designed to heat
your home

Call us for a service and clean
of your heat pump

Free quotes. Interest Free Terms available.
Total 5-year Warranty. Q Card. ohakunetv@xtra.co.nz

Ohakune TV Electrical
Ph 06 385 8700

Property Maintenance / Cleaning

* General Cleaning
* Property Maintenance
e Carpet Cleaning
* Water Blasting Services
¢ Floor polishing/buffing

For a free no obligation quote call:
RAY 021 886 509 or MAURICE 021 078 2419
Or visit: www.rccpml.co.nz

021 886509 or 021 0782419

Tree & Garden Services

Gib Fixing & Plastering

Garden maintenance & landscaping
Tree care and removal
Landscape design and installation

Over two decades of experience in commercial
and private tree & garden management

Fully qualified and insured

Contact us today for a free consultation or
estimate — email treeshapeltd@gmail.com

Ph 021 951 962

Ph 021170 3893

FORYOUR

BUILDING PROJECT
& DIY NEEDS

MON to FRI — 7.30am — S5pm
SAT 9am —midday

Landscaping

EARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPING

« Drainage

%.51/3T Diggers

S Road Roller
FLEURY RYUTETTCY T

0272413412 BITEEHTT

DIPLOMA IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Ph 027 241 3412

Land development

Electrician

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?
- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service & sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi — Rangataua -
Horopito — National Park - Whanganui

Ph 027 685 4854

Ph 021770 123
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Bob Norling - it’s not just about business but the community too. Photo Kate Hartmann.

Septic Tank Work

Bennett's Septic Tank
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks,
grease traps.

Call us for fast efficient
service.

Phone Chris 06-388-0452
Ph 06 388 0452

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

NEW LOCATION
Next to BP Ohakune

Open Monday — Friday 8am — 4pm
Saturday 9am — 12pm. Sunday CLOSED
P 027 2799 724 E ohakunehire@xtra.co.nz

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF HIRE

EQUIPMENT. SEE OUR WEBSITE
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

PARTY  HIRE: floodlights,
tables & chairs, heaters, spit
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing
dishes, crockery & cutlery,
dehumidifier, flute & wine
glasses, universal food cooker,
portaloos & showers, 3-section
marquee, horse float.

N\'AY quee HjI‘e

FOR THE BIG JOBS:

digger hire, cherry pickers,
pumps, wood splitters,
generators, car trailers, post
hole borers, furniture trailer,

concrete equipment, rollers &
compactors, portable trencher

Ph 06 387 5022




Health risk warnings as Ruapehu's
multi million dollar clean-up begins

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporting

The clean-up after days of heavy rain and
widespread flooding last week has begun as
the Ruapehu District counts the cost of the
damage.

RDC has warned of health risks from flood-
water, and key state highways remain closed
after the rain left roads damaged and small
settlements cut off.

Early indications suggest roading repairs
will cost millions of dollars.

The council has stepped down its emergency
response, downgrading its Emergency Opera-
tions Centre (EOC) to Level 1 and signalling
that the immediate emergency has passed.

Civil Defence controller Clive Manley said
the recovery would take time and caution was
still needed.

“Calls for welfare assistance have dropped
off, but we’re still providing support where
needed,” Manley said. “Anyone who needs
help should contact council on 07 895 8188.
For any emergency or life-threatening situa-
tions, call 111.”

Flooding from the Ohura and Ongarue Riv-
ers and the Mangaroa Stream hit Ohura, Mat-
iere, Tokirima, and Waimiha particularly hard.

Several families self-evacuated as waters

ENﬂ INEERIN

* Manufacturing and repairs
* Access equipment hire

* Engineering supplies

* BOC gases

* 20T & 50T crane hire

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce
Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

Looking for a dependable local

plumber in your area?
Count on our skilful local Ohakune plumber for
all your maintenance plumbing requirements.
Whether it’s a leaking pipe or a blocked drain,
we deliver quality service with fair pricing in
the Ohakune & surrounding areas.

Don’t hesitate, get in touch with us today!
office@plumberdan.co.nz

AUTO
SERVICE
CENTRE

Authorised Holden Service Centre

Full workshop services for all
vehicles, wheel alignments, computer
diagnostics, warrant of fitness
inspections, parts, batteries, engine oils.

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune
After hours 027 448 4080

rose, and one home at Okahukura, near the
Ongarue River, took on water.

Council welfare teams have been support-
ing affected residents, many of whom have
sheltered with whanau, friends or neighbours
while waiting for floodwaters to recede.
Health warning for flood-affected
properties

Residents returning home are being urged
to take precautions when cleaning up. Manley
said floodwaters may be contaminated and
pose serious health risks.

“All flood water is potentially contaminated
from such things as septic tanks, animal faecal
matter, farm chemicals, road run-off. People
and animals should avoid contact with flood
waters if possible.”

He said anyone involved in clean-up should
wear rubber gloves, boots and eye protection,
and said any food or drink that may have come
into contact with floodwater should be thrown
out. Hands should be thoroughly washed after
clean-up work.

Children should be kept away from flood-
affected areas until properties are fully cleaned
and dried out.

LDR is local body journalism co-funded by
RNZ and NZ On Air

Flooding on the Ohura River. Photo: Manawatu-Whanganui emergency management group.

Experts ~ at your service

Available for all
hoof care

Hot & Cold Shoeing
Bare Foot Trimmings
Hoof Repair

Phone lan 027 410 9782

Ohakune Landscape Supplies

- Huge range of Pebbles - Builders mix

- Mulch - Sand - White chip
- Bark - Topsoil - Pavers
- Pea Straw - Bagged Garden Fertilisers

- Rail & Mac Sleepers

Carpet Cleaning

P—

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to
clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment
cdwanganui@®outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions

Property Managers

Whether it's your home, investment or
short stay rental, trust GSTAR Stays to
keep it looking its best, inside and out!

Cleaning

Linen Service

Property Maintenance
Gardening

Firewood

Gutter Cleaning
Handyman Services

GStar
Stays

Email
info@gstarstays.nz

Get it all in one place with GSTAR STAYS

0800 22 78 22 Ph 027 5111 200
Earthworks Gas Fitting

HAITANA EARTHWORKS

14 tonne digger
14 tonne wheel digger
Tip truck

Supply of metal,
scoria and boulders

Farm work, section &

Cutt clown on Your power oill.
Go ges ot wetter & heelting
= supplied and instelied.
ffor & consullffion.
Phene Denise 027 482 7488 or

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

~ Call to arran ly ~ FREE loan trailer ~ . R
" chposavaiable driveways, rock walls amunts@appﬁmsi'r']gandgas o
Ph 0800 926 315 Ph 027 289 4404 Ph 06 343 6866
Plumbing / Drainlaying Auto Services Upholsterers
* Plumbing & Drainlaying
* Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of Locally owned and operated
all pumps by mechanic Daniel Norris.
* Fires & Solar
« 5 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck WOF $75 car, $45 trailer
“Your local Registered Certifier’ Rua pehu Moto rs
M Call Brian 027436 1075 N/ Cnr Seddon St and Valley Rd, Raetihi.
Email: ~ - .
HEHEATY  bmired@uracomz  Fumbers For enquiries, please phone Daniel
Ph 06 385 4718 Ph 027 863 7454 Ph 06 385 8487
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CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

SALE BUSINESS NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES
or spfic. Deliveren price Ohakune Health Hub MEETINGS

quoted. Buy direct. Ph
0800-487-633.

SITUATIONS
VACANT

KNAPSACK WEED
SPRAYING CASUAL, flat
farm near Ohakune need 1
to 2 fit people like walking
with  backpack. Email
brief bio to Andrew at
cactuscreek25@gmail.com

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
Section 101, Sale and
Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
CN2 1 Limited has made an
application to the District
Licensing Committee at
Ruapehu District Council for
the issue of an On Licence
in respect of the premises
situated at 73 Clyde
Street, Ohakune known
as Osteria Ohakune. The
general nature of the
business to be conducted
under the licence is that
of a Restaurant. The days
on which and the hours
during which alcohol is
intended to be sold under
the licence are: Monday
to Sunday 10.00am -
12.00am (midnight).

The application may be
inspected during ordinary

In pain? Let us help.
Experienced care in Osteopathy, Physiotherapy,
Massage and Acupuncture — effective treatment for:
- Musculoskeletal pain - headaches & concussion -
post-operative recovery - and much more.

ACC registered | 77-79 Clyde St, Ohakune
Book online: www.ohakuneosteo.co.nz

Weston Kirton

To arrange a meeting or call
back, please phone Council
on 06 385 8364 or email:
kay.kidd@ruapehudc.govt.nz

4 Ruapehu Mayor

- J

PUBLIC NOTICES

Military Exercise

New Zealand Army explosive demolitions will
occur intermittently on the demolitions ground
in Zone 1 of the Waiouru Military Training Area.

The demolitions activity will commence on 29
October 2025 and cease on 1 November 2025,

The following meetings of Horizons
Regional Council (Livestreamed) will

be held during November 2025 in the
Tararua Room, Regional House, 11-15
Victoria Avenue, Palmerston North, unless
otherwise advised:

Wednesday, 12 November
9:30am Regional Council
Tuesday, 25 November
9.30am Regional Council
Wednesday, 26 November

9.30am Audit, Risk & Investment
Committee, followed by
Integrated Catchment
Committee

Should Members of the public wish to
speak at Meetings, they are advised to
phone 0508 800 800.

M J McCartney
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Annual General Meeting

Ngapakihi 1W3 Section 1
— Mo Te Katoa Marae

Saturday, 22 November 2025
10am — 12pm
The Centre, 14 Seddon Street, Raetihi
Zoom link: https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/85858
893060?pwd=zIM5P2jSAvk9vrhRx7taKvrbF
MOi55.1. Passcode: Mtkm

Agenda:

Whakamoemiti
Apologies

Previous AGM Minutes
Charter updates to ratify
Financial Report

Annual Report

General Business
Election of Trustees
Whakamoemiti

CONDO AN

Important Notice:

In accordance with Section 5.2 of the Marae
Charter, nominations for Trustees must be
submitted in writing at least 14 days prior to
the AGM.

Email nominations to The Secretary at:
motekatoamarael@gmail.com

office hours at the office
of the Ruapehu District
Licensing Committee at
Ruapehu District Council,
59-63 Huia Street,
Taumarunui.

Any person who is entitled
to object and who wishes
to object to the issue of
the licence may, not later
than 25 working days after
the date of the publication
of this notice, file a notice
in writing of the objection
with the Secretary of
the District Licensing
Committee at Ruapehu
District Council, Private Bag
1001, Taumarunui 3946.

No objections to the issue
of a licence may be made
in relation to a matter other
than a matter specified in
section 105(D) of the Sale
and Supply of Alcohol Act
2012.

This is the first publication
of this notice.

PERSONAL

from 8.30am to 5.00pm daily. Demolitions may
continue on 2 November 2025 in the event
of unfavourable weather during the activity
period.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Ruapehu Distillery Limited has made an application to the
District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District Council
for the issue of an Off Licence in respect of the premises
situated at 8 Kowhai Crescent, Ohakune known as
Ruapehu Distillery. The general nature of the business to
be conducted under the licence is that of a Bottle Store.
The days on which and the hours during which alcohol is
intended to be sold under the licence are:

Monday to Sunday 11.00am — 7.00pm

The application may be inspected during ordinary office
hours at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing
Committee at Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia Street,
Taumarunui.

Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to
object to the issue of the licence may, not later than 25
working days after the date of the publication of this notice,
file a notice in writing of the objection with the Secretary
of the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District
Council, Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui 3946.

No objections to the issue of a licence may be made in
relation to a matter other than a matter specified in section
105(1) of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.

This is the first publication of this notice.

Tamahaki
Council of Hapu

Ernslaw One is proud to give approximately $15,000 to local
community groups as part of our commitment to the area in
which we work and live.

2025 - 2026
Sponsorship requests are now open!

How does Ernslaw One decide who will
receive sponsorship and to what value?
We have three main focus areas:

Who can apply?
Funding is available for local groups who

provide a positive conftribution to our

KAYLA AVAILABLE for
massage and personal
service outcalls only. Taupd

area. Phone 022-037-9907 community. e Education
H * Health and Wellbeing
Incorporated Society How can i apply? o peainand

Email enquiries@ernslaw.co.nz to request .
an application form and refurn the
completed form to the same address.

Successful applications typically
receive between $50 - $500.

AGM

Sunday 2 November 2025 — 11:00am
Tamahaki Office, 19 Ward Street, Raetihi

Agenda: Applications close on Friday, 7 November 2025
e Opening of meeting All applicants will be notified by 10th December 2025
e Apologies

e Confirmation of quorum Community groups who benefitted in the last year
e Previous annual general meeting minutes
e Chair annual report

e Treasurer annual report

e Election of officers

e Urgent general business

e Closure

Ruapehu Health, Ruapehu Cricket Club, Local Wild Food Challenge, Raetihi Promotions Charitable Trust, Blazing Hills Run, Walk
& Obstacle Event, Ohakune Primary School Parent Teacher Association (PTA), Volcano Vibe Collective, Te Ara Tupua
Charitable Trust - The social pou of Te Korowai o Wainuidrua, Raetihi Christmas Carnival - Raetihi Promotions Charitable Trust,
Ohakune Senior Citizens Club Inc, Ohakune School, Ruapehu Mdaori Culture Festival - Raetihi Primary School, Toroa Alpine Ski
Club Incorporated [TASCI], Ruapehu College Girls Squash Team and the Boys Squash Team, Rangataua Community Hub -
Under the umbrella of Ohakune Community Charitable Trust, Waimarino Agricultural & Pastoral Assoc., Taihape Area Dressage
Group, Ruapehu Indoor Football Association, Waimarino Community Toy Library, The Laurenson Trust, Waimarino Museum
Society Inc., Manaaki Long Term Athlete Development, Kahui Maunga Basketball, Ruapehu College Equestrian Team.

Supporting Our People, Our Whanau and Our Community

For any enquires contact Chairman
Robert Williams 0272 522 433
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Turoa reflects on 2025

ABOVE: Tiiroa says its ski patrol is now the most experienced in the country. BELOW:
De-icing is always a challenge and 2025 was no different. Photos: Tiiroa.

The news, 40 years ago. The other pages and other
Bulletins can be found at the Papers Past website.
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Young guns join Jack
for timber sports

A changing of the guard in the four-man Stihl Timbersports
Team representing New Zealand at the World Championships in
Milan, Italy on the weekend has seen three veterans replaced by
three ‘rookies’, to join Ruapehu’s Jack Jordan.

“No one’s giving us a chance as a result of this lack of experi-
ence,” says team manager Anthony Mildren.

“But then again no one gave the Baby All Blacks a chance in
1986 or Martin Crowe’s Young Guns in the Cricket World Cup
in ’92! Kiwis fly best when they’re under the radar don’t they,”
smiles Mildren.

Tokoroa’s Cleveland Cherry (26), Masterton’s Quintin Faw-
cett (30) and Otorohanga’s Chris Lord (30) who will all join top
Kiwi Timbersport axeman Jack Jordan (29) in the four-man New
Zealand Team.

It’s Fawcett and Cherry’s first time making the Men’s senior
team, while Lord first made the team two years ago.

“The average age difference between those two teams goes
from 40 to 28. That’s a lot of experience to lose especially when
you consider most Timbersport athletes don’t reach their prime
until their forties,” says Mildren.

But Mildren says what this team lacks in experience they more
than make up for in effort.

In a side plot to the World Championship event, Jack Jordan will
be looking to go one better than the second place he achieved in
the individual competition last year held in Toulouse, France. It’s
an award that’s eluded the current triple World Trophy title holder.

The Stihl Timbersports® World Trophy is described as the
20/20 cricket of international wood chopping — a quickfire,
knockout-stages event with four disciplines back to back suited to
competitors with superior fitness and endurance. This weekend’s
World Championship is the more traditional, long-form format
of the sport across six different wood-chopping and sawing
disciplines.

If he can win against the 12-strong international field, Jordan
will join the sport’s illustrious company of Jason Wynyard and
David Bolstad as the only other Kiwi to ever win the coveted
individual title.

The Team World Championship event is on Saturday 25 Oc-
tober (NZ Time). Jack Jordan’s Individual World Championship
event is on Sunday 26 October (NZ Time).

Ruapehu’s Jack Jordan: off to world champs again.

Rural trust has floods help available

From Page 2
encouraging farmers to take stock carefully
before undertaking major repairs, with further
rain forecast toward the end of the month.
“We want to acknowledge the incredible
preparedness and resilience shown by farmers
and rural communities across the district,”
said Linda Mackinder for the RWRST.
“People looked out for each other, stayed
calm, and acted quickly to protect their stock

PropertyBrokers

and property. One farmer moved their animals
three times as floodwaters rose; that’s the kind
of commitment and care we continue to see
across our region.”

The Trust also reminds farmers that the
emotional toll can surface in the days and
weeks following such an event.

“It’s okay to feel overwhelmed,” the
spokesperson added.

“Take time to rest, break jobs into man-

ageable steps, and connect with others. And
please, reach out if you need to talk. We’re
only a phone call away.”

The Ruapehu-Whanganui Rural Support
Trust provides free and confidential one-on-
one support for rural individuals and families
affected by adverse events.

0800 787 254 / 0800 RURAL HELP.
And www.rural-support.org.nz/regions/
ruapehu-whanganui

Taumarunui 166 Saddler Road

Riverside rural

Set amidst the picturesque rolling hills of Taumarunui, 166 Saddler
Road presents a rare opportunity to embrace the best of country
living. If you're seeking a peaceful rural block, a retirement haven or
a character-filled rural getaway, this impressive property delivers on
every front. Positioned on 22.19 ha (more or less) of flat to gently
contoured land, there is ample space for farming or equestrian
pursuits, calf rearing, and boundless accommodation potential. The
spacious family home is spread over two storeys and offers five
bedrooms and two bathrooms.

Property Brokers Ltd Licensed REAA 2008 | pb.co.nz
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Ohakune 22B Lee Street

A little bit of magic

k=2 =2

Tender closes 11.00am, Wed 5th Nov,
2025, Property Brokers Taumarunui,
27 Hakiaha Street

View By appointment
Web pb.co.nz/TUR193535

Alan Blackburn
M 0272039112

22B Lee Street is the perfect piece of real estate for anyone looking
for a holiday haven or someone looking for an investment property.
Renovated 6 years ago, featuring two bedrooms plus an additional

mezzanine floor, the place blends modern comfort with rustic charm.

The open-plan kitchen and living area is graced with gabled ceilings,
creating a sense of spaciousness that is both welcoming and warm.

Having two bathrooms, both with a shower and toilet, is a real bonus

when the extra family members come to stay...

Property Brokers Ltd Licensed REAA 2008 | pb.co.nz

For Sale $335,000
View By appointment
Web pb.co.nz/0OHU212896

Jenna Hovelle
M 027 3610167

Polly Ingles
M 027 315 8368



