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Council staffer
turned councillor
named as
Ruapehu deputy

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy
Reporting

Ruapehu mayor Weston Kirton has cho-
sen second-term councillor Brenda Ralph
as his new deputy mayor.

Ralph will be appointed at the first meet-
ing of the Ruapehu District Council on
Wednesday in Taumarunui.

The inaugural meeting will be held
at Ngapuwaiwaha Marae, followed by
a swearing in ceremony at the council
chambers.

Ralph succeeds to the deputy mayoralty
from councillor Viv Hoeta, who held the
role for the previous three years. Hoeta
has also been re-elected to the council for
a fourth term.

Before Ralph’s election as a councillor

Second-term councillor Brenda Ralph has
been chosen as the new deputy mayor of
Ruapehu District Council. Photo Supplied.

in 2022, she worked at the council for 18
years, including as compliance manager.
She has also been an active member of
Performing Arts Taumarunui.

The deputy mayor holds responsibilities
when the mayor is unavailable, including
performing all the mayor or chairperson’s
duties and powers.

Kirton told Local Democracy Report-
ing he chose his deputy mayor following
discussions with councillors.

At least three councillors put them-
selves forward for the role, citing either
their strong vote counts or the view that
the deputy mayor should come from the
southern part of the district, given that the
mayor is from the north.

Kirton said the position was not linked to
where the councillor lived or who received
the most votes.

“I chose the deputy mayor based on who
I think can work alongside the mayor and
is available on a day-to-day basis for this
role of responsibility. I’ve chosen someone
who can relate to my way of thinking, who
I think can work with me.”

“Brenda is experienced, with three years
as a councillor under her belt, and we
worked pretty well together over the last
three years,” said Kirton.

Convention

It had been the convention that the
deputy was appointed from the other end
of the District to the current mayor, since
the first triennium of the Ruapehu District
Council in the late 1980s, when Garrick

Turn to Page 2
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Six second hot saw cut sees Jordan
win first ever World Championship

Ruapehu’s Jack Jordan takes 6.30 seconds to *hot saw’ through a log and win the timber sports world championship.

New Zealand’s country’s top axeman, Jack Jordan from
Ruapehu, has won the Stihl Timbersports World Champi-
onship individual event in Milan, Italy (Sunday morning
NZ time) for the first time.

Jordan went one better than his frustratingly close sec-
ond place finish at last year’s event.

In the 12-strong field, Jordan was jostling for the top spot
in a battle for first and second with legendary Australian
Brayden Meyer, right up until the last of six disciplines,
the volatile Hot Saw (super-powered chainsaw).

It was a Hot Saw hiccup that cost Jordan the title last

Turn to Page 12
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Council staffer
turned councillor
named as
Ruapehu deputy

From Page 1

Workman, from Raetihi at the time, had Weston Kirton,
from the north, as his deputy.

Kirton said he would share other responsibilities around
the table.

He was pleased that other councillors interested in the
deputy mayoralty had stood back “graciously”.

“There was a lot of goodwill, and I'm grateful to people
for being respectful, standing back and recognising there
were others who were also interested in the role.

“I can sense this is going to be a great council and that
people will respect each other enough to get on with the
job.

“There is a diverse range of skills and mindset around
the table. I’m getting vibes that we want to work together
as a team and we’re keen to get on with the job of repre-
senting our community.”

The nine members elected after voting in September
and October are, in order of most votes, Luke Pepper,
Rabbit Nottage, Robyn Gram, Viv Hoeta, John Chapman
and Brenda Ralph. The Maori Ward councillors, in order
of most votes, are, Kuru Ketu, Channey Duncan Turoa
Iwikau and Korty Wilson.

The council will appoint a member of the council to
each of its three community boards. The appointments are
made to balance elected community representation with
council oversight and co-ordination.

Councillor Gram will be appointed to the Taumarunui-
Ohura Community Board; councillor Pepper to
Owhango-National Park and councillor Nottage to
Waimarino-Waiouru.

The appointments align with each councillor’s com-
munity, enabling them to draw on local knowledge and
established community relationships.

LDR is local body journalism co-funded by RNZ and
NZ On Air

NOVEMBER 2025

Pirate Ship Launch 8 November
Carrotland Adventure Park
Renegade Muster 15 November

#mountainstoseanz Ruapehu NZ, Discover Whanganui, Dept of
Conservation

DECEMBER 2025

Raetihi Christmas Carnival 13 December
Seddon St, Raetihi from 9am. Contact Kay on 027 924 7252 for stalls.

JANUARY 2026

Mabhi Aroha - DoC Summer Programme 1 - 30 January
For further information: www.tongariro.org.nz.

The Goat Adventure Run 17 January
Have you Goat what it take? www.thegoat.co.nz

For all your ski board and bike rental needs

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433 tcb.nz

FOR MORE DETAILS, GO TO

OHAKUNE.INFO or RUAPEHUNOW.CO.NZ

IT'S FREE TO LIST SO PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU
HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP ...
ADS@RUAPEHUBULLETIN.CO.NZ
LINK YOUR EVENT TO EVENTFINDA FOR FREE
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Raetihi church ready to reopen

After earthquake strength-
ening at St Mary’s Church
in Raetihi, parishioners will
hold a reopening service on
11 November.

“We were lucky enough to
secure funding for (the work)
from the David Luke Bequest
(funds for heritage Churches
in the style of St Mary’s),”
said parishioner Jane Sherrit.

“Ironically, the law around
earthquake strengthening
changed just as the job was
completed, but at least we
know the risk is greatly
reduced.”

She said Kobus Senekal
and crew did a great job on
the repairs.

While the building was
closed the opportunity was
taken to restore and polish
the floors.

The parishioners also held
a working bee with Ohakune
Primary School’s William
Pike Challenge children,
planting 52 of Carina Mc-
Nie’s shrubs in Sustaina-
grow plant protectors into the
church’s wetland rehabilita-
tion area.

Alongside the church
refurbishment project, the
vicarage house has been
undergoing a transformation,
including adding a new wood
burner and work to ensure the
house meets Healthy Homes
standards.

TOP: St Mary’s Church is ready to reopen after earthquake strengthening. ABOVE:

Children were among the volunteers who helped with planting out the St Mary’s
Church wetland rehabilitation area. Photo supplied.

YOU’RE INVITED!

3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by international
chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and craft breweries The reat
including award winning Ruapehu Brewing Co beers in the fridge

and on tap. See our Facebook page for what's on. Please check
our open times as these will vary.

e SN DPirate Ship

Ohakune's most famous pizza restaurant, for over 37 years we
have been serving Ohakune's best pizza. Come up and see us

in the "Junction" at the end of the Old Coach Road and try one I aun‘ : h
of our hot, tasty, handmade pizzas. Same great menu available

for takeaway. Open Thursday to Monday, 4 — late. Check us out

online at: www.lapizzeria.co.nz Ohakune CarrOtland

1Rata St, Ohakune Ph: 027 257 LKNZ (5569) b

Open every day. Menu includes our delicious big breakfast, da\/ - y

creamy mushrooms, homemade soups, wedges, nachos, Satur 8 Novem er 1 lam 2pm
toasties, waffles and more ... Volcanic coffee, muffins & scones,

real fruit smoothies and thick shakes. Dine in or takeaway. Onsite 2 Brmg your own picnic

parking. www.lknz.co.nz

£ Food available to purchase
Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888 * Dlrat:e Dl'655 llp - come alon.g n YOIII' best:
For over 35 years, The Powderkeg has been serving up Piratg 5tuﬁ and join in!

exceptional food and service in a warm, welcoming atmosphere.
Whether you're enjoying a sunny afternoon on our spacious
balcony or indulging in our weekly specials like Sushi Fridays
and Smokehouse Sundays, there’s always something to look
forward to. Join us for an unforgettable dining experience and
follow us on Instagram @powderkegbar for the latest updates and
mouthwatering offers! Monday to Thursday, Matterhorn Breakfast
7 - 10.30am, Powderkeg Monday - Thursday 3pm till late and
Friday — Sunday Tlam till late.

79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique wines and
cocktails to quench that thirst. Playroom for the kids, foozeball,
air hockey and spacies to keep the kids entertained. Spectacular
mountain views. A great place for casual get togethers or special
occasions. Open every day.

47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 8am — 3pm for all day breakfast and lunch.
NOW SERVING HAVANA COFFEE. A cosy memorable atmosphere
with a great range of cabinet food and beverages, Frappé and
smoothies. Vegan/Gluten-free options for both savoury and sweet
are available. Speedy free Wi-Fil A perfect place for everybody!




Three storms in five months: $4m damage,
plus cost of latest Ruapehu District event

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporting

Ruapehu District Council says ratepayers could face
a recovery bill of more than $1 million local share after
three major weather events in five months left widespread
damage across the district.

Council infrastructure manager and Civil Defence
response manager Vini Dutra said the first weather event
in June caused $2.23m in damages and the second in July
was costed at $1.9m.

“Damage and repair costs for this most recent event will
also be in the millions of dollars,” Dutra said.

“We were still working through repairs from the July
weather event, with around 100 sites yet to be completed.”

He said the council had been expecting NZTA funding
approval for this work within the next two to three weeks.

“Even with an increased Funding Assistance Rate
(FAR) from NZTA to support recovery works, Ruapehu
ratepayers will still need to contribute a significant local
share — potentially more than $1 million across the three
storm events.”

The council would work to unlock funding from “all
possible sources” to reduce the financial pressure on
Ruapehu ratepayers.

Dutra said roading contractors and communities had
done “a brilliant job” reopening 24 roads over a few days.

“It has been an amazing effort.”

Dutra said NZTA’s emergency funding arrangements
allowed remedial work to reopen the network, but perma-
nent solutions require detailed engineering assessments
and costings.

“Although this takes longer, it means council and NZTA
can make informed decisions about whether to replace
damaged assets like-for-like or invest in greater long-term
resilience.”

Roading crews made good progress over the weekend
reopening local roads after last week’s storm and flood-
ing, which caused extensive damage to roads, bridges and
other infrastructure.

Access restored

Access to all townships had been restored before the
weekend. Ruapehu civil defence controller Clive Manley
said there were no isolated communities, but many roads
remain in a fragile condition.

Council engineers have been assessing the scale of the
damage, with repair work focused on restoring access to
at least one lane.

Reinstating reliable road access was the top priority
for rural residents, particularly farmers whose livelihoods
depend on dependable transport links, Manley said.

Floodwaters caused around 80 percent of the roading
damage, leaving behind cracking, slumping, heavy silt
deposits, logs, debris, and numerous slips and dropouts.

With most roads now reopened, Manley urged motorists
to take extreme care.

“There will be heavy vehicles and repair crews operating
across the district, specifically around Ohura and Matiere.

“We’re asking people to drive cautiously and to be
patient as some repairs will take time to complete, and
with more rain forecast next week, the risk of new slips
remains,” he said.

Ruapehu Civil Defence was continuing to keep a close
watch on any forecast bad weather and preparing accordingly.
Rain forecast later in the week will be monitored closely.

The Taumarunui River Walkway alongside the Ongarue
and Whanganui Rivers was badly damaged in the flood-
ing with large sections of the track through Nga Huinga /
Cherry Grove washed away.

People were being asked to take extra care if walking
by the damaged trail and to keep a close eye on children
near the washed-out sections.

The electric barbecue at Nga Huinga / Cherry Grove
had gone underwater and should not be used until it has
been certified as safe.

The walkway was originally built with support from
Government funding grants and the council would look at
what support is available to rebuild the damaged sections.

Road access to the Timber Trail and Timber Trail Lodge
has now been reestablished for residents and commercial
operators.

Welfare support still available

Dutra said the council was continuing to provide wel-
fare support and had been checking up on people and
communities.

Requests for support were now around how the coun-
cil could provide more practical assistance such as with
clean-up efforts.

People have been allowed to dispose of flood-damaged
household material at no cost at the Taumarunui Transfer
Station, with around 18 tonnes of household flood waste
dropped off so far.

LDR is local body journalism co-funded by RNZ and
NZ On Air

Flooding on the Ohura River. Photo: Supplied/Manawatu-Whanganui emergency management group.

The Taumarunui River Walkway was built with the support of government grant
funding. Ruapehu District Council will investigate whether further financial support
would be available to help with the rebuild. Photo supplied.

*T & C’s Apply - See our websit
Promotion Period: 20 October - 30 November 202

Partnering with Helloworld Travel Whanganui

, 021635517 [< office@plumberdan.co.nz & www.plumberdan.co.nz/giveaway
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Eruptions in a syringe: experiments aimed at
predicting Mt Ruapehu’s moods

By Kate Newton, for Our Changing World, RNZ

Want to make your own Ruapehu? Vinegar and baking
soda won’t cut it here. Instead, you’ll need andesite rock
(crushed), some crater lake fluid (very acidic) and some
gases (volcanic).

Heat your ingredients to 200° Celsius in a shiny, titanium
pressure vessel and take frequent pressure, temperature
and fluid samples. After 40 to 50 days — if you’re lucky
— you might arrive at your lab one morning to discover
an eruption has taken place overnight, ejecting a small
amount of fluid and bits of crushed rock and ash into a
waiting syringe.

This will be very exciting.

“I know when something good has happened,” volcano
seismologist Dr Oliver Lamb says, “because I’'m sitting
in my office over there and I can see Lucjan and Geoff
walking past, really excited, like kids in a sweet shop.”

All three — Oliver, hydrothermal geochemist Dr Lucjan
Sajkowski and senior volcanologist Dr Geoff Kilgour —
are researchers based at Earth Sciences New Zealand’s
Wairakei Research Centre.

The cluster of buildings lies just north of Taupo, right
next to the Wairakei thermal plant and less than 100
kilometres away from the real object of the researchers’
interest: Mount Ruapehu — the North Island’s highest point,
and New Zealand’s largest active volcano.

It’s been just over 30 years since the first of the large
1995-96 Ruapehu eruptions, which grounded planes,
caused power outages, and covered large areas of the
region with ash.

There has been one smaller eruption since, in 2007,
which flung rock into the air that crushed a mountain hut,
injuring a climber sheltering there.

Monitoring and modelling of volcanoes has advanced

Surgery where?

o | hear talk of a second doctor’s surgery in Raetihi, and
I have to ask, ‘is it to enhance or compete?”’

Surely Ohakune would benefit more if it was there,
especially if an xray facility is included? Just a thought.
Any ideas?

John Riding

greatly since 1995, but we
still can’t look into Ruape-
hu —or any volcano —to see
exactly what’s going on.

So instead, Lucjan, Oli-
ver and Geoff have recre-
ated Ruapehu in the lab,
hoping that the changes
they observe in the lead-up
to a syringe eruption might
help them someday predict
when the real thing is going
to blow.

Thin crust

Ruapehu sits within
the Taupd Volcanic Zone,
which forms part of the
Taupo-Hikurangi subduc-
tion system. Beneath, the
Pacific plate dives beneath
the Australian plate, stretch-
ing and thinning the Earth’s
crust and causing the many
volcanoes and earthquakes
that have shaped this part of
the North Island.

Ruapehu is an andesite
stratovolcano: a rough cone
shape made up of alternat-
ing layers of ash and lava
flow from successive large
eruptions, with a crater
lake - Te Wai a-moe - at
the summit. The andesite is
the key to Ruapehu’s explo-
siveness. It has a relatively
high silica content, mak-
ing the rock ‘stickier’ and
therefore harder for gases
to escape than some other
types of rock.

Within the volcano,
there’s hot magma deep
below, which sometimes
moves upwards. This shal-

Dr Lucjan Sajkowski stands next to a glass cabinet housing Earth Sciences New Zealand’s new geothermal process
simulator. Dr Lucjan Sajkowski in the lab at the Wairakei Research Centre. Photo: Claire Concannon, RNZ.

lower magma then heats the rock and fluid under the
crater lake. In quiet periods, the volcano’s hydrothermal
system lets gas and hot liquid seep from vents into the lake.
But one theory as to why Ruapehu erupts is that, as the
temperature rises, a mineral seal may form in these vents,
behind which pressure builds and builds.

When Ruapehu erupts, there’s often no, or very little,
magma involved, Oliver says.

“It’s just the eruption of supercritical, super-hot gas
and water coming out of the system because of the seals
breaking.”

TH E WEEKLY WO R KO T answers for each puzzle are included on this page

QUICK CROSSWORD

They believe the seal formation happens because some
minerals form solids as the temperature rises, rather than
dissolve - like limescale forming inside a kettle.

Recreating this cycle of heating, mineral precipita-
tion, seal formation, pressurisation and finally bursting,
hinges on a large, shiny piece of equipment set up in
Earth Sciences New Zealand’s experimental hydrothermal
geochemistry lab. A series of titanium containers, pumps,
ovens and tubes allows the team to flow heated, pressurised
fluid through rock over a long time to see what happens.

Turn to Page 12
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The Top 10

1. What British institution is found in
London’s Threadneedle Street?

. Copy (7)
. Musical note (5)

. Coffee maker (7)

1 acrobats (7)
2

3

5. Pager (6)

6

7

19. Exceed (7)

20. Find (6)

23. Dismisses (5)
. Edge (9)
. Stroll (7)

8. Informal (13)

14. Worship (9)

16. Hardship (7)

18. Swing for

THE TOP 10
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Enjoy WordFit puzzles?
Magazines available from
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

Puzzles © The Puzzle Company

bulls run through the streets?

5 Who, in a 1726 novel, visits an island
called Brobdingnag?

Commodores for 12 years?

7.In the 1990 film The Hunt for Red
October, what is Red October?

8. N is represented by what word in radio
communications?

9. What type of creature is a dace?

10. Abnormally high blood pressure is
usually called ... ?

2. What is somnambulism better known as?
3. Which Spanish city holds a festival where

4. Complete the saying: “To err is human .

6. Who went solo in 1982 after fronting The
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Suraya bags
Parkrun milestone

Ohakune’s Parkrun event, every Saturday morning, all
year, passed another milestone on Saturday when Suraya
Thomas became the 1000™ person to choose the run for
their first time.

The Mangawhero River Track Parkrun Ohakune of-
ficially launched mid-last year.

“By the very nature of Ohakune we attract a solid core
of local participants and a significant number of visitors
to town,” says Jennie Murray from Parkrun Ohakune.

She was presented a ‘world famous in Ohakune’ choco-
late éclair and a bag of local carrots.

“While our visiting participants, who come to enjoy
the pretty trail along the Mangawhero River, travel from
all over New Zealand and many from around the world,
Suraya has run the majority of her 43 park runs around
the Manawatt region primarily in Whanganui and Palm-
erston North.

“Parkrun is not a race but a community event, many
participants enjoy chasing personal bests and, in Ohakune,
Suraya may not have set a PB but certainly distinguished
herself being the first female home and importantly our
1000th first-timer,” said Murray.

“Parkrun is a
welcoming, inclu-
sive, and positive
community event
for people of all
abilities, from
walkers to elite
runners and a super
team of volunteers:
wouldn’t happen
without them. Park-
run is free and open
to everyone.”

The Mangawhero
Riverwalk Parkrun
Ohakune meets ev-
ery Saturday at the
bottom end of Ayr
St at 7.50am for an

Suraya Thomas was the 1000
8am start.

first-timer at the Ohakune Parkrun.

Whakapapa last ski slopes to close

Whakapapa wrapped
up their winter season
on Saturday — complete
with Hawaiian shirts
in the sunshine in Te
Heu Heu Valley. It was
the last ski resort
still operating in the
Southern Hemisphere.
Neighbouring Taroa
had hoped to open
on the weekend too,
but the damage from
last week’s heavy rain
was too much for the
crew to repair trails
down to the High Noon
Express drive. “Due to
the rain we've already
received (on Thursday)
and the forecast for
more this evening,
it’'s unfortunately
not possible for us to
rebuild below the top of
the Giant chair to allow
access to The High Noon
Express,” reported
Taroa. “We share your
disappointment, as
we were really looking
forward to one last
day on the slopes
for the 2025 winter
season.” They offered
a free snowplay area
at the base — carting a
truckload of snow down
from the upper slopes.
Photo: Whakapapa.

NEW LISTING

Ohakune aTui Way

BAYLEYS

NEW LISTING

Ohakune 17A and 17B Ti Kouka Place

They 1% 1w

Asking Price $365,000
Jenny Dekker 027 4555674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz
BARTLEY REAL ESTATELTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Design, build and enjoy
Ohakune living!

Tucked away in a quiet cul-de-sac, this 410sgm (more
or less) section on Tui Way offers a fantastic
opportunity to bring your building vision to life. The
sloping contour provides an ideal platform for a
creative build - think elevated living spaces, sunny
decks, and views across the surrounding landscape.
Set within walking distance to the Junction’s cafes,
restaurants, and bars, this location combines peace
and privacy with easy access to all the action.

Chalet plus bonus section

Arare find in Ohakune! 17A &17B Ti Kouka Place offers
not only a charming classic-style chalet but also an
adjoining vacant sectionincluded in the price. The well-
presented chalet features one bedroom, plus a
mezzanine that accommodates up to six additional
guests, an open-plan living area, and a hot tub for
soaking and unwinding after a day of enjoying all that
Ohakune has to offer. Set close to the Mangawhero
River walkway and an easy stroll to town, this property
provides both lifestyle and investment potential.

bayleys.co.nz/2900833

210 I

Asking Price $125,000
Jenny Dekker 027 4555674
jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

bayleys.co.nz/2900835
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Third place and two category Quiet night for Ruapehu
as weather impacts ease

wins for power firm

A local power firm’s line mechanic team placed third
overall at this year’s Annual Connection in Christchurch
— and took out two category wins along the way.

“This is the third time in three years that we have made
a podium finish, following our win in 2023 and second
place last year,” said The Lines Company chief executive,
Mike Fox.

“It is a huge achievement and a testament to the skill,
teamwork and commitment of our people.”

He said the TLC crews work in some of the most chal-
lenging conditions in Aotearoa and it is fantastic to see
them recognised as among the best line mechanics in the
country.

“I’m incredibly proud of the mahi they put in every day
to keep our customers connected — and of the dedication
they showed in preparing for the competition,” said Fox.

“Indeed, the recent weather event we had across our
network area showed the skill, dedication and brilliant
ingenuity to solutions that are a hallmark of all our line
mechanics.”

The team won two individual competition categories -
hardware install and overhead conductor install, as well
as third place overall.

“Sixteen EDBs (electricity distribution businesses)

competed this year, so placing third overall is no small
feat,” said Fox.

“The event was expertly delivered — even with the
added challenge of high winds and wild weather that
forced several programme changes through the event.”

Having the country’s top line mechanics in town was
fortunate when the severe weather came rolling through
the South Island on Thursday. Several teams, including the
TLC team, offered to stay on to help with the response in
the hardest hit network areas.

“I want to acknowledge the rest of our people at TLC
who kept things running smoothly back home while the
team was training and away at the comp,” said Fox.

Over the three days of Annual Connection each team
completes a series of different activities designed to test
their technical knowledge, on-the-job skills, and health
and safety practices as well as testing how crew members
work together to solve problems, install equipment and
deal with emergencies.

“The competition was fierce,” said Mike.

“Our congratulations to Top Energy and Omexom for
their first and second placings.”

The event is run annually by Connexis, and this year
was co-hosted by Orion, Connetics and EA Networks.

The Lines Company (TLC) team, from left: Matthew Tamaira (team coach), Mike Fox (chief executive), Jared Murrell
(general manager service delivery), Brayden Crown (team member), Hayden Kanters (team member), Adam
Saunders (team member), Jordan Hughes (team member) and Kevin Orr (team manager).

Ruapehu Civil Defence Controller Clive
Manley says the district experienced a
quiet night on Monday, with the worst of
the predicted weather failing to eventuate.

“We’re pleased to report only a few
minor issues overnight, including some
downed trees and small slips, which were
cleared promptly.

There have been no reports of flooding,”
said Mr Manley.

The strong wind watch for southern
Ruapehu has now been lifted, and the
heavy rain watch over northern Ruapehu
expired at 4.00am.

Manley said civil defence teams and

contractors were “very happy to have had
a quiet night” and thanked everyone who
remained on standby throughout the event.

“As people get out and about today,
we ask that they continue to take care on
the roads.

“Our local roading network is still fragile
from the recent weather events and repairs
are ongoing from the earlier weather
events,” he said.

“If you’re planning longer distance
travel, please check the NZTA Journey
Planner before leaving.

For any local road issues please call into
Council on 07 895 8188.”

Fire at Waiouru Military
Training Area

A fire broke out at the Waiouru Military
Training Area during a regular training
activity on Monday last week, sparked
from a live firing exercise.

ANew Zealand Defence Force (NZDF)
spokesperson said the fire broke out in the
southern region of the Waiouru Military
Training Area around 11pm Monday.

“The current estimated size of the fire
is 230 hectares. The fire is moving to the
east and poses no risk to State Highway
1,” the spokesperson said at the time.

Three New Zealand Defence Force
emergency response crews were on the
scene, with an additional team from Lin-
ton Military Camp.

Fire and Emergency New Zealand
(FENZ) also attended with two helicop-
ters carrying out air operations.

FENZ also had additional rural fire-
fighters and helicopters on standby to
support if required.

The NZDF spokesperson said no per-
sonnel had been injured.

They said in addition to liaising with
FENZ, Defence was communicating with
properties close to the southern boundary
of the training area with regards to any
livestock.

NZDF praised its crews for working in
“extremely difficult” conditions.

Army training group commander,
Colonel Lisa Kelliher praised the efforts
of the combined fire crews and the 50
personnel involved, when interviewed by
the Manawatu Evening Standard.

“Weather conditions, including strong
north-westerly winds, made conditions

NEW LISTING

Ohakune 99 Clyde Street

BAYLEYS

NEW LISTING

Rangataua 208. and 20c Kaha street

Clyde Street cutie

=y 1w 2 =

Step back from the street and back in time with this
picture book cottage in the heart of Ohakune. Sitting
behind a white picket fence with its bullnose verandah
and red front door, you'll feel at home before you even
step inside. The property would make an idyllic first
home, a convenient retirement plan close to shops
and amenities, or a characterful holiday pad. The
pretty entrance hall leads through to a cosy living
room complete with a wood-burning stove.

bayleys.co.nz/2900836

Asking Price $375,000
Antony Greenfield 021102 3594

antony.greenfield@bayleys.co.nz
BARTLEY REALESTATELTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

paintwork.

section

Rangataua retreat with bonus

1484 [ 2k=y 128 D wi

Approximately five minutes from Ohakune, this well-
presented contemporary home captures the essence
of Rangataua living - space, sun, privacy, and
uninterrupted Mt Ruapehu views. Offering two
generous bedrooms, including a private upstairs
master with ensuite and its own balcony, this home is
designed for relaxed weekends and low-maintenance
living. Recently refreshed inside and out with new

bayleys.co.nz/2900834

Asking Price $545,000
Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674
jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008
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Looking for a dependable local

plumber in your area?
Count on our skilful local Ohakune plumber for
all your maintenance plumbing requirements.
Whether it’s a leaking pipe or a blocked drain,
we deliver quality service with fair pricing in
the Ohakune & surrounding areas.

Don’t hesitate, get in touch with us today!
office@plumberdan.co.nz

Electrician

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?
- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service & sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -
Horopito — National Park - Whanganui

Ph 021770 123

Earthworks

HAITANA EARTHWORKS

14 tonne digger

14 tonne wheel digger
Tip truck

Supply of metal,
scoria and boulders

Farm work, section &

driveways, rock walls

Ph 027 289 4404

Heat Pumps
Choose the best heat
pump designed to heat
your home

Call us for a service and clean
of your heat pump

Free quotes. Interest Free Terms available.
Total 5-year Warranty. Q Card. ohakunetv@xtra.co.nz

Ohakune TV Electrical

Ph 06 385 8700

Experts ~ atyour service

Tree & Garden Services Farrier Property Managers
= Whether it's your home, investment or
short stay rental, trust GSTAR Stays to
keep it looking its best, inside and out!
Cleaning
- Linen Service
Garden maintenance & landscaping A"a“ahle '0' a“ Property Maintenance
Tree care and removal Gardening
Landscape design and installation I“'o' care Firewood G Stq r
Gutter Cleanin
Over two d_ecades of experience in commercial . Handyman sergices Sta ys
and private tree & garden management “0‘ & cnld snoe“lg Email e Y
Fully qualified and insured Bal'e an Trimmings info@gstarstays.nz DONE BETTER
Contact us today for a free consultation or HoofR it Get it all in one place with GSTAR STAYS
estimate — email treeshapeltd@gmail.com 00 enal Locally Owned and Operated
Ph 021 951 962 Phone lan 027 410 9782 Ph 027 5111 200

Traditional & Unique
Headstones in all

Cemeteries
462 Somme Parade, Whanganui.

Branches also at ...

Palmerston North Feilding
707 Main St 14 MacArthur St
063564782 06323 6616

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

06 343 8708

ENﬁ INEERIN

¢ Manufacturing and repairs

* Access equipment hire
¢ Engineering supplies

* BOC gases

¢ 20T & 50T crane hire

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

Auto Services

Locally owned and operated
by mechanic Daniel Norris.

WOF $75 car, $45 trailer

Ruapehu Motors

Cnr Seddon St and Valley Rd, Raetihi.

For enquiries, please phone Daniel

Ph 027 863 7454

Land development

Ph 027 685 4854

Note:
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Curtains & Blinds

Property Maintenance / Cleaning

Plumbing / Drainlaying

* General Cleaning
* Property Maintenance
* Carpet Cleaning
* Water Blasting Services
* Floor polishing/buffing

For a free no obligation quote call:
RAY 021 886 509 or MAURICE 021 078 2419
Or visit: www.rccpml.co.nz

B&M PLUMBING LTD

* Plumbing & Drainlaying

 Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of
all pumps

* Fires & Solar

« 5 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck

“Your local Registered Certifier”

W
BE‘M Call Brian 0274361075 (M)

PLUMBING Email:
MIIRdA] bhmired@xtra.co.nz

Ph 022 307 2627

021 886509 or 021 0782419

Ph 06 385 4718
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FORYOUR
BUILDING PROJECT
& DIY NEEDS

MON to FRI — 7.30am — Spm
SAT 9am —midday

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE
NEW LOCATION
Next to BP Ohakune

Open Monday — Friday 8am — 4pm
Saturday 9am — 12pm. Sunday CLOSED
P 027 2799 724 E ohakunehire@xtra.co.nz

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF HIRE

EQUIPMENT. SEE OUR WEBSITE
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

PARTY HIRE: floodlights,
tables & chairs, heaters, spit
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing
dishes, crockery & cutlery,
dehumidifier, flute & wine
glasses, universal food cooker,
portaloos & showers, 3-section
marquee, horse float.

warquee Hjp,

FOR THE BIG JOBS:

digger hire, cherry pickers,
pumps, wood splitters,
generators, car trailers, post
hole borers, furniture trailer,

concrete equipment, rollers &
compactors, portable trencher

Ph 06 387 5022

Ohakune Landscape Supplies

- Huge range of Pebbles - Builders mix
- Mulch - Sand - White chip
- Bark - Topsoil - Pavers
- Pea Straw - Bagged Garden Fertilisers

- Rail & Mac Sleepers

~ Call to arrange supply ~ FREE loan trailer ~
~ eftpos available ~




Fire at Waiouru
Military
Training Area

extremely difficult for the fire crews,
both on the ground and in the air.

“Through the concentrated and co-
ordinated response of the NZDF and
FENZ personnel the fire was extin-
guished by mid-Tuesday afternoon.”

Crews remained on site afterwards
undertaking ground perimeter patrols
with thermal cameras to ensure no hot
spots remained.

“Two contracted helicopters remained
on site to support the patrols until Tues-
day evening.

“It’s estimated that the fire burned 320
hectares of tussock and grass within the
training area.”

No one was injured in the fire, and
Kelliher said exercises involving low-
risk firing recommenced that afternoon.

“Live-firing training is essential to
maintain the combat capability of the
New Zealand Army. This activity can,
and does, result in fires.

“Fire safety plans are essential to
minimise the extent of such fires, as is
effective alignment between both the
NZDF and FENZ. This was shown in the
efforts of all parties involved.”

She said higher-risk live firing ex-
ercises were on hold pending further
assessments due the ongoing weather
conditions.

Students
release rock
album

Class of 2024 music students Hunter An-
derson, Will Barlow and Ambrose Demchy
(formerly known as ‘Out Of Order’) have
released an EP of rock music on Spotify.

A band that began in Y10 and involved
seven members at one stage, developed their
craft over their time at Ruapehu College.

Picking up a regional Smokefree Rock-
quest title on the way (2023) with Tarn Hoyle
on vocals, then taking on new songs with
Elishka Aitken in 2024 - ‘Out Of Order’ had
a mentoring session with Jon Toogood (Shi-
had), later taking their material to Brooklyn
Audio in their Peka Peka studio to record with
producer Scott Wylie.

As Ambrose, Will and Hunter embarked
on their respective university journeys - work
began in the background to polish and finish
‘of the youth’, the first EP from their collec-
tive: Greystars.

Out for the summer School Holidays
Book your space —call Jude 063858532
or email: ads@ruapehuhulletin.co.nz

Experts ~ atyour service

AUTO
SERVICE
CENTRE

Authorised Holden Service Centre

Full workshop services for all
vehicles, wheel alignments, computer
diagnostics, warrant of fitness
inspections, parts, batteries, engine oils.

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune
After hours 027 448 4080
autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Upholsterers

Gas Fitting

Cutt clown en your power il
Go ges ot welisr & heeting
= supplied and instelied.
Cell ffor & consuléltion.
[Plvons Denliss 027 482 7468 er

Email

accolnts@applimbingandgastcoiz

Ph 06 385 8487

Ph 06 343 6866

Carpet Cleaning

P—

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to
clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment
cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz

www.chemdry.co.nz
Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions

0800 22 78 22
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CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

BUSINESS NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

ALISON MAREE WHALE
A big thankyou for the
support and love shown to
us when we lost Alison so
suddenly. At this difficult
time, your visits, baking,
meals and accommodation
were so much appreciated
and such a comfort. Jason
& families.

FOR
SALE
GARAGE DOORS, all
types of garage doors,
specialising in sectional

garage doors and auto
openers. For a free
quote ring Alex Ferrier
Building Services Ltd on
07-895-5890.

WATER TROUGHS, cattle
or sheep. Different sizes.
Delivered price quoted. Ph
0800-487-633.

DEATH

NOTICES
DEADMAN DOUGLAS
ROBERT (BOB): Born

2.10.1938, passed away
peacefully on 23.10.2025.
Loved husband of the
late Margaret, father of
Stuart, Phillip and Andrea,
and father-in-law to Cate.
Bobby to Logan, Kellie and
Morgan, Britthey,Emmaand
Malcolm, Marcus, Aimee,
and Libby. Loved G.G. to
Atlas, Luna, Oliver, Halo
and Penny. Special thanks
to the staff at Bupa Liston
Heights and Vision West
for their care. All welcome
to join us to celebrate
Bob's life at Founders
Chapel of Remembrance,
117 Rickit Street Taupo on
Monday 3rd November
at 1.30pm. Service will
be live streamed refer to
www.livenztv to view.
Communications c¢/- PO
Box 940, Taupo. Taupo
Funeral Services Ltd.

SITUATIONS
VACANT

KNAPSACK WEED
SPRAYING CASUAL, flat
farm near Ohakune need 1
to 2 fit people like walking
with  backpack. Email
brief bio to Andrew at
cactuscreek25@gmail.com

VEHICLES
FOR SALE

‘99 NISSAN ELGRAND,
V6, brand new engine,
commercial van, camper

van, registered, warranted
power steering, auto, $10k.
Phone 0274 760 454.

Ohakune Health Hub

In pain? Let us help.
Experienced care in Osteopathy, Physiotherapy,
Massage and Acupuncture — effective treatment for:
- Musculoskeletal pain - headaches & concussion -
post-operative recovery - and much more.

ACC registered | 77-79 Clyde St, Ohakune
Book online: www.ohakuneosteo.co.nz

Bennett's Tank
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps.
Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

4 Ruapehu Mayor

Weston Kirton
To arrange a meeting or call
back, please phone Council

on 06 385 8364 or email:
kay.kidd@ruapehudc.govt.nz

- J

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Ohakune

Gym For Sale

For more information
contact
Sam & Savannah
on 027 721 0960

PUBLIC NOTICES

Waimarino Budget Service
AGM

56 Seddon Street, Raetihi
Monday 10th November 2025 at 5.30pm

Enquires to waimarinobudgetservices@gmail.com

Paraweka Marae
Notice of
Annual General Meeting

Date: Saturday 29 November 2025
Time: 1.30pm — 3pm
Venue: 2527 Pipiriki Raetihi Rd, Pipiriki 4576

Agenda:
e Mihimihi/Karakia
e Apologies

e Registration verification

e Minutes of previous AGM

¢ Annual and Financial report

e Proposaltoamend 2 clausesinthe Charter
being: clause 1, Charter, 1.4 Legislation and;
clause 5, Governance, 5.1 composition of
the Paraweka Marae Trustees

e Election of Trustees

e General Business

e Karakia Whakamutunga 3 Trustee
vacancies by way of rotation and seat
vacancy. Trustees up for rotation have
the ability to be re-elected

Enquiries to the Secretary Janie Revell,
including requests for proxy forms,
nomination forms, and zoom link to:

paraweka.marae.secretary@gmail.com
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ROAD CLOSURE - RAETIHI

CHRISTMAS CARNIVAL & PARADE
SATURDAY 13 DECEMBER 2025

PURSUANT to Schedule 10, Section 342 of the Local
Government Act 1974 notice is hereby given that the
Ruapehu District Council will close the below roads for
the following event:

Event: Raetihi Christmas Carnival and
Parade 2025

Road Closed: Seddon Street between Ward
Street and Duncan Street

Date: Saturday 13 December 2025

Time: 7:00am to 3:00pm

Detour Available: Via Queen Street and King Streets

Any person objecting to the proposal is called upon to
lodge notice of their objection and grounds thereof in
writing before 4.00pm on Friday 21 November 2025 at
the office of the Council at Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui
\3946 or info@ruapehudc.govt.nz /

Ruapehu College
Senior Prizegiving

Nau mai Haere mai

We warmly invite you to join us in celebrating
the achievements of our students

Friday 31 October at 11.30am

Refreshments will be served following prizegiving.

All welcome

PUBLIC NOTICES

Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012

CNZ 1Limited has made an application to the District Licensing
Committee at Ruapehu District Council for the issue of an
On Licence in respect of the premises situated at 73 Clyde
Street, Ohakune known as Osteria Ohakune. The general
nature of the business to be conducted under the licence is
that of a Restaurant. The days on which and the hours during
which alcohol is intended to be sold under the licence are:
Monday to Sunday 10.00am — 12.00am (midnight).

The application may be inspected during ordinary office hours
at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing Committee at
Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia Street, Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to
object to the issue of the licence may, not later than 25
working days after the date of the publication of this notice,
file a notice in writing of the objection with the Secretary of
the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District Council,
Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui 3946.

No objections to the issue of a licence may be made in
relation to a matter other than a matter specified in section
105(1) of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.

This is the second publication of this notice. The first notice
was published on 22 October 2025.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012

Ruapehu Distillery Limited has made an application to the
District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District Council
for the issue of an Off Licence in respect of the premises
situated at 8 Kowhai Crescent, Ohakune known as Ruapehu
Distillery. The general nature of the business to be conducted
under the licence is that of a Bottle Store. The days on which
and the hours during which alcohol is intended to be sold
under the licence are: Monday to Sunday 11.00am — 7.00pm
The application may be inspected during ordinary office hours
at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing Committee at
Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia Street, Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to
object to the issue of the licence may, not later than 25
working days after the date of the publication of this notice,
file a notice in writing of the objection with the Secretary of
the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District Council,
Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui 3946.

No objections to the issue of a licence may be made in
relation to a matter other than a matter specified in section
105(1) of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.

This is the second publication of this notice. The first notice
was published on 22 October 2025.

Nga Waihua o
Paerangi Trust
November Clinics

By appointment/drop In

Personal health nurse - appointments are available
on request in Raetihi or Ohakune, contact Donna 027 491
2183 (free cervical screening)

SERVICES AVAILABLE

Kaupapa Maori mental health and addictions
(Rebecca)

Supporting/ addressing needs of tangata whaiora

Drug & alcohol intervention

After hours emergencies — mental health assessment &
treatment team 0800 653 358

Whanau Ora (Tina, Darnella, Sylvia, Virginia)

Wrap around services for those with high health and
social needs.

Advice and advocacy support

Support for GP practice

Tamariki Ora (Tina and Katherine)
Well child checks for pépi 0-5 years
Kaiawhina aditional support

He Puna Ora (Toni-Renee)

Building capability and knowledge within mama, using
matauranga Maori as a solution to support change.
Improve the well-being of children by addressing
the needs of mama and strengthening the whanau
environment. Every Monday, 1lam — 2pm at Te Pae Tata.

Bowel Screening

If you have any queries relating to the bowel screening
project, please contact Darnella Hawira 0272 455 278,
Darnella.Hawira@ngatirangi.com

Appointments/More Information Contact Admin
Mon-Fri- 8.30am-5pm 06 3859 580/0, 0274 758 347 or
email Katherine.Herewini@ngatirangi.com

We have an AED Defibrillator available on site.

ISSN 1170-1676 (print)
ISSN 1178-7406 (online)
Published by Ruapehu Media Ltd

56 Clyde St, Ruapehu Colab office, Ohakune.

Ruapehu's only locally owned weekly community
newspaper. Established 1983.

Reaching homes every Wednesday in Ohakune,
Waimarino, Raetihi, Waiouru and surrounding rural areas.

Publishing Editor:
Robert Milne — robert @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz
Advertising Rep:
Jude Chevin — ads @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Printed by NZME, Auckland

Advertising Deadline 5pm Friday




Morgans on show Orautoha hosts speedy primary
cross country runners

next month

The Morgan Sports Car Club is organ-
ising a short tour of the North Island in
November, taking in the Ruapehu District
and Ohakune.

Most of the participants will be staying at
the Powderhorn in Ohakune on the evening
of 4 November.

“We will have around 20 cars of various
ages and models participating. As our tour
is in November we have decided to also
donate to the Movember Men’s prostate
charity,” said organisers.

Club members plan to display their cars
at the Powderhorn from 5pm to 6.30pm.

“If any of the members of the public
would like to make a donation to the Mo-

vember charity, we could provide a ride in
one of these unique cars.”

The Morgan Motor Company was
founded in 1910 in Malvern UK. The fac-
tory still operates today at the same site
using the same buildings.

Each car is made to order and are hand-
made using traditional methods. They are
unique as the body is made of ash wood
frame then skinned in hand formed alu-
minium. No two Morgans are the same.

There are an estimated 300 Morgans in
New Zealand. In the 70s and 80s the wait-
ing list for one of these cars was around
eight years .Today it will be around eight
months.

A line-up of Morgans at one of the New Zealand club’s regular rallies.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Tongariro District.

contacting:

Tongariro District
Weed Control

6 November until 28 February 2026

The Department of Conservation, Tongariro
District Office, wishes to advise the public that it
intends to carry out weed spraying in Tongariro
National Park, Tongariro Forest Conservation Area,
Ngatokoerua Scenic Reserve, Rangataua Forest
Conservation Area and various smaller reserves
administered by the Department of Conservation

Weed control will be by spraying using hand-gun,
knapsack or aerial application using helicopters.
Work is planned to start on 6 November and wiill
continue intermittently as weather and resources
permit until end of February 2026.

The target species are Wilding pines, Broom, Gorse,
Darwin's barberry, Old man's beard, Marram grass,
Heather and various other invasive weeds.

Further information can be obtained by

Danial van der Lubbe
Principal Ranger Biodiversity
Department of Conservation

Tongariro District

Ohakune Field Base

dvanderlubbe@doc.govt.nz

And they’re off! Some of the younger runners start their cross country run at Orautoha.

Mason Kristiansen, Flynn Macleod and Oscar Moody head for the line.

A mix of schools represented in one shot. Photos supplied.

Ohakune Primary School’s cross country runners nar-
rowly edged out Raetihi in the placings at the Waimarino
Inter-school cross country competition, hosted by Orau-
toha School on Monday 20 October.

The event had been postponed from the previous week,
due to a poor forecast.

Ohakune saw four runners take first in their respective
age groups, including Year 8 boys, along with six runners
taking second or third place.

Raetihi Primary School had two first places, plus six
second and third places.

Next was Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Ngati Rangi, with
two firsts, a second and a third.

Orautoha had a first and a second and a third, while
Kakatahi also had one first, a second and a third.

Waiouru had two seconds.

Results

Senior girls, year 8; 1st Puti Wikohika, TKKMONR;
2nd Keisha McDonough, Raetihi; 3rd Molly Booth,
Kakatahi

Senior boys, year 8; 1st Kace Morrison, Ohakune; 2nd

Jayden Varley, Ohakune; 3rd Israel Metekingi, Raetihi

Intermediate girls, year 6&7; 1st Ariana Perkins Topine,
TKKMONR; 2nd Everly Kristiansen, Ohakune; 3rd Kauri
Horne, Raetihi

Intermediate boys, year 6&7; 1st Bear Soverel,
Ohakune; 2nd Te Onewa Hawira, Ohakune; 3rd Aj Bartlett,
Orautoha

Junior girls, year 4&5; 1st Bella Cranston, Ohakune;
2nd Hana Pilbrow, Ohakune; 3rd Courtney Lee, Ohakune

Junior boys, year 4&5; 1st Hunter Adams, Oruatoha;
2nd Bryce Wright, Waiouru; 3rd Cruze Hawira, Ohakune

Year 2&3 girls; 1st April Journeaux, Raetihi; 2nd Amo-
hia Pakinga-Henry, TKKMONR; 3rd Kori-lee Hagley-
Tutauha, Raetihi

Year 2&3 boys; 1st Art King, Ohakune; 2nd Kere Turua,
Waiouru; 3rd Michael Donaldson, Raetihi

Year 1 girls; 1st Sophie Journeaux, Raetihi; 2nd Kida
Scarrow, Orautoha; 3rd Billy Thomas, TKKMONR

Year 1 boys; 1st Beau Webb, Kakatahi; 2nd Ted Stratton,
Kakatahi; 3rd Manu Winiata, Raetihi
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Predicting Mt
Ruapehu’s moods

From Page 4

The heart of the action is the pressure
vessel, a chunky bit of metal with crushed
Ruapehu andesite inside it.

“We crush rock to increase the surface
area,” Lucjan says.

“If we had a big chunk of rock, which
we could have, everything would take just
much longer. But because we are crushing
it, there is so much more opportunity for
interactions of the fluid with rock. Then we
don’t have to wait for 10 years; we can wait
just for a month.”

Crater Lake fluid

The fluid they use has the same chemi-
cal make-up as the crater lake fluid at the
top of Ruapehu, and every day they take a
24-millilitre sample of fluid from their lab
system for testing.

Once the experiment is over, they can
also retrieve and examine the rock to see if
any minerals have appeared from reactions
with the fluid.

Along with the daily fluid samples, they take
temperature measurements every five minutes
and collect pressure data every second.

They’ve so far had three syringe
eruptions.

The idea is that the data collected each
time will build a picture of the geochemical
and other changes that indicate a brewing
eruption, ahead of the event.

“We hope that there are going to be
specific signatures of this in the fluid that
we can see, like, ‘oh, the seal is starting to
be created’, which will help us to say, ‘It’s
coming’,” Lucjan says.

Extrapolating what they learn in the lab
to the real Ruapehu is the ultimate goal,
and still a long way off, Oliver Lamb says.

But the theory links with evidence from
real eruptions. In 2007, rocks blasted from
the crater lake were found with yellow sul-
fur-rich minerals jamming up their pores.

“We can’t be 100 percent sure where
exactly it came from,” Oliver says.

“It could have probably come from the
top of the lake, where there’s no seal, or
it could have come from deeper ... but we
see this evidence of the sulfur filling all
these pore spaces that fluid could otherwise
move through.”

The team has just started a new experi-
ment, this time with an additional sensor,
called a piezoelectric transducer, that’s of
particular interest to Oliver.

Quakes

While Lucjan focuses on the geochemi-
cal processes and changes that precede
an eruption, Oliver’s interest lies in the
geophysics, especially volcanic earth-
quakes. There are seismometers on the
mountain that continuously monitor for
any movement, but the signals can be hard
to interpret.

“One of the big problems we have in
volcano seismology is that we have these
unrest episodes at volcanoes like Ruapehu
and Taupd that don’t lead to eruptions, but
sometimes these signals can actually look
identical to what’s been seen in the past
before an eruption,” Oliver says.

An example of that is Ruapehu in 2022.
For months, seismometers picked up a
series of ‘drumbeats’ and ‘tremors’ that
made researchers believe that the volcano
was going to erupt. They lifted the alert
level, but nothing happened.

The piezoelectric transducer is equiva-
lent to a tiny microphone, attached to the
titanium cylinder containing the andesite
rock and volcanic fluid.

“What that’s doing is listening for tiny,
tiny micro-cracking and we’re measuring
these tiny, tiny waves,” Oliver says.

“And essentially, that’s the link between
this experiment and what we’re measuring
at the volcano with the seismic activity and
the earthquakes.”

The volcano is continuously monitored,
and the team hope that what they learn from
these experiments can help them better in-
terpret data gathered before past eruptions.

Ultimately, the idea is to combine all the
signs and signals together — geochemistry
clues, seismic movements, crater lake
level and temperature changes — to further
develop their model of Ruapehu’s inner
workings.

One day, they hope to accurately pre-
dict - with enough warning - real volcanic
activity.

In the meantime, they’re waiting pa-
tiently for the next lab-grown eruption.

Action before the eruption in September 1995. Photo: Jim Gardner.

Hot saw redemption for Jordan: wins
first ever World Championship

Ruapehu’s Jack Jordan is the 2025 timber sports world champion.

From Page 1

year — but this time, under immense pressure, he calmed
his nerves and the high-powered machine to perform a
personal best time (6.30 seconds) on the saw and win his
first individual world championship crown.

“It was tough all day — a dog fight all day. But I knew it
was going to be. And leading up to this competition I didn’t
train too much on the chopping events, I just focussed on
my weaker events and they were the three events that I
won today, so really happy that the targeted training paid
off and yeah, came away with the gold,” says Jordan.

It was the 28-year-old Ruapehu farmer’s third appear-
ance at an individual World Championship — the more
traditional, long-form format across six different wood-
chopping and sawing disciplines. Jordan has already
won the faster-format Stihl Timbersports World Trophy
competition (knock-out format over four disciplines) three
consecutive times.

Jordan joins the sport’s illustrious company of Jason
Wynyard and David Bolstad as the only other Kiwi to
ever win the coveted Timbersports World Championship
individual title.

Jordan finished the competition just four points ahead
of Meyer with Poland’s Szymon Groenwald third.

Jordan earned the right to be the sole New Zealand
representative in the individual competition at these World
Championships after he topped a 10-strong field at the
NZ National Stihl Timbersports finals in March this year.

The New Zealand team finished just out of the medals
in 4th place in a 15-strong field at the same event a day
before Jordan’s individual competition. Australia, Swe-
den and Poland finished 1st, 2nd and 3rd respectively,
which was also a seventh consecutive team victory for
the ‘Chopperoos’.

New Zealand last won the World Championship teams
title in 2017.

The team event involves teams battling against each
other in a knockout format across four disciplines: Stock
Saw, Single Buck, Underhand Chop and Standing Block
Chop.

NZ Stihl Timbersports World Championship Team
2025: Jack Jordan, Taumarunui; Cleveland Cherry,
Tokoroa; Quintin Fawcett, Masterton; Chris Lord,
Otorohanga.

True Team Promise means our whole team works for you.
Contact your local Ohakune Consultant today!

TRUE

TEAM
PROMISE

&

Scan the QR
code to find us
on Facebook

EEEE

Cameron Elliot

Sales Manager
Taumarunui/Ohakune

027 542 1009

Alan Blackburn
Rural/Lifestyle
027 2039112

Polly Ingles
Residential/Lifestyle
027 3158368

PropertyBrokers™ | Pouiobenee

12 < RUAPEHU BULLETIN 29 October 2025

Jenna Hovelle Jody Milham
Residential/Lifestyle Residential/Lifestyle
027 3610167 027 426 4322

Mere Haitana
Branch Administrator
06 385 4466

Ave-Elise Adams
Property Manager
027 3700914

pb.co.nz
Property Brokers Ltd Licensed REAA 2008



