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gets the tick

The Department of Internal Affairs
(DIA) has formally signed off the joint
Water Services Delivery Plan (WSDP) for
Ruapehu and Whanganui District Councils,
under the Government’s Local Water Done
Well reforms.

The approval clears the way for the
creation of a two-council Water Services
Council Controlled Organisation (WS-
CCO), which will deliver drinking water,
wastewater, and stormwater services to
around 25,000 water connections across
both districts. The assets will be retained
in public ownership.

Assessment of the WSDP was carried
out by a panel made up of senior represen-
tatives from funding agencies, the Com-
merce Commission, the Water Services
Authority, the DIA, and an independent
external observer.

In approving the plan, Secretary for Lo-
cal Government Paul James acknowledged
the level of detail and the considerable time
both councils put into its development.

The new WS-CCO is planned to be
operational by July 2027.

Until then, Ruapehu and Whanganui
will continue to manage their own water
services.

Whanganui’s mayor Andrew Tripe said
the decision gives them the certainty to
move ahead together.

“We’ve chosen a model that balances
keeping decision-making as local as pos-
sible within our shared catchment and

BAYLEYS | ALTOGETHER BETTER

providing benefits of greater scale while
at the same time reflecting the values of
Te Awa Tupua.

“It is important to both councils that the
health of the river and the well-being of
our communities guide our choices and
sit at the centre of the WS-CCO from the
beginning,” Tripe said.

“I’m looking forward to our councils
taking the next steps together to formally
establish the WS-CCO and appoint the
new Board and Chief Executive,” he said.
Monitoring

From next year, the DIA will monitor
progress on the development of the WS-
CCO on a quarterly basis.

They have indicated they will focus on
two key areas, being the pricing strategy
and its impact on projected water service
charges for Ruapehu District, and delivery
of projects required to achieve regulatory
compliance.

The secretary for Local Government
has also signalled an expectation that the
WS-CCO will explore options for price
harmonisation and potential future col-
laboration with other entities to access the
benefits of scale and help address Rua-
pehu’s affordability challenges.

Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton said he
welcomes DIA’s recognition of Ruapehu’s
unique affordability pressures.

“We know that many of our communities
face significant challenges in being able to

Turn to Page 2
See Page 2 for more. Photo: Liz Brooker.
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green culture

Two young pupils of National Park School, Riah Kahu (left) and enjoyed gathering native plants from the forest
near Waikune recently to take back to their school. The gathered plants will be nurtured to be replanted elsewhere.

bayleys.co.nz
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pay for basic services,” he said.

“While these expectations are not conditions of the
WSDP approval — and the plan does not require price
harmonisation or joining with others in the short term — it
makes clear that ensuring the WS-CCO can deliver the
most affordable water services possible must be a key
priority.

“The immediate focus, however, is on delivering our
commitment to work together and build a WS-CCO based
on Te Awa Tupua values, within the tight timeframe set
out in the approved WSDP.

“Establishing the WS-CCO in a Te Awa Tupua way now
will put us in a strong position to ensure that any potential
future larger entity continues to balance local voice with
the benefits of scale,” he said.

A copy of the acceptance letter from the Secretary for
Local Government and the approved WSDP is available
on both councils’ websites. The Plan Assessment Report
will be published on the DIA website.

Waimarino golf

Sunday’s Waimarino Golf Club haggle was a great day
to be out on the course with 17 golfers taking part in the
club haggle. The format played was PAR.

Results: 1 Mike Hoeta 7; 2 Alan Murdie 3; 3 Darnell
Watling 3; 4 Golds Edmonds 1; 5 Kawai Horomia 0; 6
Jerry Jordan 0. Twos: Goldie Edmonds on 17. Nearest to
the Pin on 3, Darnell Watling.

Upcoming Events: Army Regionals tournament, first
week of December. Christmas Cheer Tournament, 20
December — register online through the website. www.
ruapehugolf.co.nz.

Community Entertainment

BB & THE BULLETS

LIVE WITH LOCAL SUPPORT ACTS

Friday 28 November — doors open 7pm
Bar available. $35. Supper included

DECEMBER 2025 \

Raetihi Christmas Carnival 13 December
Seddon St, Raetihi from 9am. Contact Kay on 027 924 7252 for stalls.

Christmas in the Park
Christie Park, Ohakune from 5pm.

JANUARY 2026

Mahi Aroha - DoC Summer Programme
For further information: www.tongariro.org.nz.

The Goat Adventure Run
Have you Goat what it take? www.thegoat.co.nz

23 December

1-30January

17 January

For all your ski board and bike rental needs

Tl

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433 tcb.nz

FOR MORE DETAILS, GO TO
OHAKUNE.INFO or RUAPEHUNOW.CO.NZ

IT'S FREE TO LIST SO PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU
HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP ...
ADS@RUAPEHUBULLETIN.CO.NZ
LINK YOUR EVENT TO EVENTFINDA FOR FREE
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Schools combine culture with environment

Ph: 06 385 8648

3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by international
chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and craft breweries
including award winning Ruapehu Brewing Co beers in the fridge
and on tap. See our Facebook page for what's on. Please check
our open times as these will vary.

6 Thames St, Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8558
Ohakune's most famous pizza restaurant, for over 37 years we
have been serving Ohakune's best pizza. Come up and see us
in the "Junction" at the end of the Old Coach Road and try one
of our hot, tasty, handmade pizzas. Same great menu available
for takeaway. Open Thursday to Monday, 4 — late. Check us out
online at: www.lapizzeria.co.nz

1Rata St, Ohakune Ph: 027 257 LKNZ (5569)
Open every day. Menu includes our delicious big breakfast,
creamy mushrooms, homemade soups, wedges, nachos,
toasties, waffles and more ... Volcanic coffee, muffins & scones,
real fruit smoothies and thick shakes. Dine in or takeaway. Onsite
parking. www.lknz.co.nz

Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
For over 35 years, The Powderkeg has been serving up exceptional
food and service in a warm, welcoming atmosphere. Whether
you're enjoying a sunny afternoon on our spacious balcony or
indulging in our weekly specials like Sushi Fridays and Smokehouse
Sundays, there's always something to look forward to. Join us for
an unforgettable dining experience and follow us on Instagram @
powderkegbar for the latest updates and mouthwatering offers!
Matterhorn: Open daily 7am-10.30am. Powderkeg: Mon-Thurs 3pm
till late and Fri - Sun Tlam till late

79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique wines and
cocktails to quench that thirst. Playroom for the kids, foozeball,
air hockey and spacies to keep the kids entertained. Spectacular
mountain views. A great place for casual get togethers or special
occasions. Open every day.

47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 8am — 3pm for all day breakfast and lunch.
Serving Havana Coffee. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a
great range of cabinet food and beverages, Frappé and smoothies.
Vegan/Gluten-free options for both savoury and sweet are
available. Speedy free Wi-Fil A perfect place for everybody!

For the last term of the year Te Ara Tupua, the social pou of Te Korowai o Wainuiarua
(TKoW) — representing the three tribes of Uenuku, Tamakana and Tamahaki, is
collaborating with Project Tongariro Waimarino environmental educator Liz Brooker
to host and provide financial resource to Orautoha, Raetihi and Waimarino kura for
three special cultural experiences. Tamariki from National Park School journeyed
into the iwi-owned forest site at Waikune where TKoW Board chair Aiden Gilbert and
tohunga Te Kura Wanikau-Tiroa shared historical and kaitiaki whenua-based kérero
with the children while they recovered 100 juvenile native rakau to take back to their
kura. Once nurtured and grown, these taonga will be replanted throughout the area.

Ruapehu District Council libraries
are taking partin a Community
Impact Survey to better understand
local needs, measure the value we
provide, and identify opportunities
for growth and improvment.

Please take a quick minute to scan
the QR code and complete the
survey to help us provide the library
services you want. If you need
help or would prefer tofill-in
ahardcopy drop by your local
library and ask one of the staff.




Riders, kiwi calls and community spirit:

Renegades rolls through Ruapehu

At 6.45am Friday morning 14 Novem-
ber, outside the Alexander Library beside
Te Rehua Whare o Sargeant Gallery, more
than sixty riders clipped in, tightened packs
and rolled quietly into the dawn. In total,
85 riders had registered for the 2025 Ren-
egades Muster—each wondering the same
thing: will I make it to the end?

Now that the dust has settled, the answer
is clear: it was one of the toughest years yet.

Of the 85 who set out, 31 riders did not
reach the finish, a testament to just how de-
manding this 890-kilometre brevet can be.

The Muster is a brevet— volunteer-run,
no entry fee, no prizes and no support
crews. Riders carry everything they need,
navigate the terrain themselves and keep
moving as the clock runs continuously.
It attracts people who embrace Type A
fun: those who love exploring the world
on two wheels, who aren’t afraid of long
days, short sleeps, rugged tracks and the
occasional moment of doubt.

Wild heartland

This year’s course once again stitched
together the backroads, river valleys, hill
country ridges and wild heartlands of
the Central North Island. From Whan-
ganui it pushed northwards to Patea and
Hawera, wound inland past the rug-
ged Taranaki back country and through
Whangamomona, before drifting across
the farms and forgotten roads to Ohura
and into the Mountains to Sea — Nga Ara
Tuhono network.

On the outbound, riders first joined the
river-to-sea sweep from Upokongaro before
heading north. Later, the loop carried them
across some of our region’s most iconic
sections — Fishers Track, Oio Road, the
quiet beauty of the Kaiwhakauka, the Ruatiti
Connector, the cobbles of the Ohakune Old
Coach Road and the legendary 42 Traverse.

Michelle in Ohura again welcomed rid-
ers with her famous Mexican Fiesta, now
a beloved tradition in the Muster story.

“Our local communities lit up along the
route,” says Lynley Twyman, Mountains

to Sea trail champion.

With each rider carrying a live tracker,
locals knew exactly when to expect them.
Dhruv at the Waimarino Village Four
Square kept one eye on the dot-map and
one on the pie warmer, ready for the next
hungry cyclist to roll in. Kakahi Store
became a welcome oasis of pies and cold
drinks. Ohakune’s cafés served “Muster
Breakfasts” in impressive quantities —two
or three meals inhaled in one sitting. Bike
shops replaced brake pads at speed as riders
pushed on through Ruapehu.

Kiwi on track

The whenua offered its own gifts. On the
Kaiwhakauka and Mangapurua, riders ped-
alled through a night alive with kiwi calls.
One rider even encountered two kiwi on
the track—one of which paused, curious, as
if greeting the approaching cyclist. These
are the moments that stay with people long
after the ride ends.

At the sharp end of the field, Mojo com-
pleted the full loop in two days, 10 hours
and 33 minutes, an extraordinary effort
over terrain that relentlessly tests even the
strongest riders.

Event organisers Peter Maindonald and
Tahi Cunningham say they have been
“blown away” by the support from com-
munities across Whanganui, Ruapehu and
Taranaki and by the enthusiasm shown by
riders, families, locals, and dot-watchers
throughout the week.

With the event run entirely by volun-
teers, they say the warmth and welcome
shown by towns, farms, shops, and locals is
what keeps the Muster alive, says Twyman.

After such a massive few years, the
Renegades Muster will take a well-earned
hiatus next year.

“Even the organisers need to recover,”
they say — though there’s no doubt the
spirit of the Muster will continue to ripple
across the region,” says Twyman.

The event brings far more than cyclists:
it brings energy, visitors, stories and spend-
ing into local towns. It shines a spotlight

Ian ‘Mojo; Davidson stops off in Ohakune on his way to winning the 891km Renegade Muster 2025. He said one of
his highlights was seeing his first-ever kiwi in the wild on the Kaiwhakauka Track. Photo: Lynley Twyman.

on the rugged beauty of
the Whanganui River val-
ley, the rolling plains of
Taranaki, the resilience of
Forgotten World communi-
ties, and the wild, diverse
landscapes of Ruapehu.
“Above all, it celebrates
our place—our whenua, our
people, our wildlife, and
the communities who open
their doors and say, ‘kia ora,

LD}

enjoy the ride’.

Online options for Ruapehu readers

Ruapehu’s library members now have a new digital lend-
ing service, with BorrowBox joining Libby and Beamafilm
as part of the library’s expanded online offerings.

Library members have 24/7 access to thousands of
e-books, audiobooks, e-magazines, newspapers, films,
documentaries and TV series.

Head librarian Fiona Thomas said the launch of Bor-
rowbox was “a fantastic addition to our online services”
creating the most comprehensive digital library experience
Ruapehu has ever offered.

“Demand for digital content continues to grow as people
look for convenient and flexible ways to enjoy library
content anywhere at any time,” she said.

“Together with Libby and Beamafilm, we now offer
round-the-clock access to an incredible range of stories,
information, entertainment and learning. Whether you’re
travelling, relaxing at home, or reading before bed, the
library is always open.”

Families will especially appreciate the extensive chil-
dren’s collection — ideal for bedtime stories, quiet read-
ing time, or listening on long car trips over the summer
holidays.

“Having multiple digital platforms also means shorter
wait times, more choice, and a more personalised experi-
ence for readers of all ages,” said Fiona.

Library members can download the BorrowBox, Libby
or Beamafilm app from the Apple App Store or Google
Play, then visit their local library to be set up with a PIN.

“And if anyone needs help downloading or using the
apps, just bring your device in to your local library - our
team is always happy to get you sorted,” Fiona said.

Librarian Libby Oggle with the new BorrowBox app.
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Free fuel for our diesels?

* Solar panels for generating electricity have dropped 95% in price and
are now very cost-efficient, and there is talk of running heavy vehicles
with electric motors and lithium batteries. But that is a very expensive
investment and there are many big tractors and trucks here in the Waima-
rino with diesel engines that could run happily for the next 20 years.

However, diesel engines can be modified to run on 90% hydrogen and
10% diesel, (tinyurl.com/hauwai) and electricity from solar panels could
be utilized directly to get free hydrogen fuel by electrolysing water, then
storing compressed hydrogen in tanks.

The advantages of trials with a hybrid diesel over trialing a battery
motor vehicle are several. A plant for producing, compressing and stor-
ing the gas would be comparable to the cost of a new battery-electric
vehicle, but tanks of hydrogen could store the free energy from the sun
until needed; the number of solar panels and converted diesel vehicles
could be slowly scaled up with experience; vehicles could switch back
to 100% diesel if solar hydrogen is in short supply in winter; and surplus
solar panel electricity in summer could be sold to the national grid.

When the setup costs have been recovered, the vegetable, stock, log
and snow industries in the district will be much more profitable.

If trials prove that this is not quite yet practical, a solar power farm
could be set up on former forest land near Karioi Mill (500 hours more
annual sun than Ohakune) and power sold directly to the grid until H2-
diesel conversions do come of age.

John Archer
Hope for biking

[ write again in the hope that my letter to the editor may hopefully
bring some action. As we residents in this area know, there is no public
transport between Raetihi and Ohakune.

It is wonderful that money has gone into the new connecting walk/
bikeways on the Mountain to Sea tracks. It will be great for the tourism
industry, but it seems to me that we local people have been forgotten
or pushed to the side. It is unsafe to ride a bike between the two towns
because of the narrowness of the roads and the huge trucks that use
these roads.

Having lived in Christchurch in the early part of my life, I am very en-
vious of all the wonderful walk and bike ways that that beautiful city has.

To me, itis very sad that I have to use my car to get to our closest town.
No taxis, no buses and dangerous hazards on the local roads. Even the
tourists who choose to stay in Raetihi have to take their bikes by car to
Ohakune to commence some of the biking, walking and other touristy
things to do. I think it would be great for them to also have the chance
to walk or bike the 10km to the hub, Ohakune.

I have written a couple of times before about this and get told there
is a plan. I believe this is not good enough as the plan isn’t getting this
problem solved. I do live in hope.

Gabrielle Donoghue

Rallying for Ruapehu as Crossing reopens

Ruapehu visitor centre in Ohakune was one of the stops for a large group of Australian tourism industry representatives

recently. Photo: Visit Ruapehu.

A group of Australian travel trade part-
ners recently visited the Ruapehu region
as part of a Kiwi North Central North
Island trade familiarisation.

With the Tongariro fires just contained,
the group was thrilled to be able to tour
the region and discover key touring
routes, accommodation and activity
providers.

Dempsey’s Buses provided local
transport for the group and were pleased
to be able to welcome the Australian visi-
tors. From a visit to Lauren’s Lavender
Farm in Taumarunui and biking Te Ara
Mangawhero in Ohakune, part of the
Mountains to Sea — Nga Ara Tuhono
connected pathways, the group connected
with a variety of local tourism operators
across Tongariro National Park.

“It was great to connect with the Kiwi
North agents and spend time answering
questions, sharing insights about the
region and introducing them to the heart
of the Central North Island. Even with

the mountains hidden in cloud, the en-
thusiasm in the group was clear — they
were eager to learn, genuinely engaged
and excited about what makes our area
so special,” Amanda Crang, trade and
marketing manager for Adrift Tongariro.

As a first-time visitor to New Zealand,
Tara Roberts from Travel Associates was
excited to learn about Ruapehu’s offering
and explore a new destination.

“The Ruapehu region feels welcoming
and unspoiled, ideal for clients seeking
nature and unique experiences away from
crowds. It’s a year-round destination with
incredible landscapes, from volcanic ter-
rain to lush forests, offering adventure
and culture in one region,” shares Tara.

“Exploring Tongariro National Park
by e-bike and seeing the lush forest and
dramatic volcanic scenery up close was
unforgettable and a real highlight for
me,” adds Tara.

The group included independent travel
agents and travel consultants from across

TH E WEEKLY WOR KO UT answers for each puzzle are included on this page

Australia including MTA Travel, Flight
Centre, Travel Associates, Gray Dawes
Travel, Albert Park Travel, as well as an
Air New Zealand representative.

Quick changes in weather conditions,
the diversity of experiences in the region
and authentic local hospitality are some
of the key learnings of the group with a
recommended increase night stays for
itinerary planning.

“I was honestly surprised by the surreal
views and the feeling of being off the
grid while still having the convenience
of modern living. Ruapehu is beautiful
and is an amazing region for when you
want to experience nature and connect
with it,” Gab Osea, travel consultant from
Flight Centre.

The timely familiarisation visit has
helped spread the word to support
Tongariro recovery and inspire more
Australian visitors to discover the Central
North Island.
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The Top 10

1. What does the E stand for in the formula
for Einstein’s theory of relativity?

2. Do dolphins have teeth?

3. In maths, what is meant by three dots in
a triangular formation?

4. The song | Know Him So Well is from
which musical?

5. Which Russian ate poisoned cakes and
was shot twice, tied up, but only died after
being thrown in a river?

6. Which Indian city was renamed Chennai
in 19967

7. Which king was reigning in Britain at the
start of the First World War?

8. Which New Zealand town was the first to
be lit by electricity?

9. Who did Jimmy Carter succeed as
president of the USA?

10. What cocktail is made from vodka,
Galliano and orange juice?
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‘It felt bloody awful': Hope rises from Tongariro's wildfire ashes

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy
Reporter

A unique ecological legacy could rise
from the ashes of the Tongariro National
Park wildfire if long-term recovery work
succeeds.

Conservation Minister Tama Potaka said
eradicating weed and animal pests from
the blackened landscape would be “top of
mind” to give natural native regeneration
the best chance.

The massive blaze tore through 3000
hectares of New Zealand’s oldest national
park last week, burning out of control for
nearly three days across the Central Pla-
teau. Helicopters, planes and ground crews
fought to contain it as flames triggered
evacuations of trampers and residents.

Department of Conservation (DOC)
Central North Island op-
erations director Damian
Coutts described the des-

Conservation leaders

There was a lot of work to protect them and
to get people out — a superb effort — but it
was a huge, huge drain on the people in
our community and [it will have] a lasting
impact.”

Monday night’s meeting gathered Min-
isters, Fire and Emergency NZ, Civil De-
fence, DOC and local and regional council
leaders to brief the community on response
and recovery efforts.

The fire swept through sub-alpine and
alpine scrub, tussock grassland, wetland
and forest habitats for threatened plants
and wildlife including insects, karearea/
New Zealand falcon and whio/blue duck.

Rain eventually helped bring the blaze
under control. It was officially declared
extinguished on Sunday, 16 November.
Assessing damage

Coutts said specialists
were now assessing the
damage.

perate situation of the say the blaCkened_ “We are committed to
fire, which broke out on landscape of Tongariro doing a fire environmental
Saturday, November 8. National Park, after impact assessment first and

“It felt bloody awful,”  the recent 3000Ha fire, a restoration framework

Coutts said.

“Sunday night this
thing was not under con-
trol and spreading rapidly,
even with 21 machines
hitting it with everything they had. They
couldn’t stop it,” he told a meeting of the
Waimarino (National Park Village) com-
munity on Monday night last week.

Civil defence controller, district coun-
cil chief executive Clive Manley, told
residents the fire was one-and-a-half times
the size of Wellington City and had ripped
through four percent of the national park.

“It was huge in firefighting terms. No
lives were lost, few properties were lost.

could offer a rare chance
for large-scale native
regeneration.

linked to that assessment,”
he said.

“It looks really black
out there but the fire went
through so fast there isn’t
[a thick] ash layer. When firefighters were
in there digging up the hotspots, there was
green in there. So, plants below the ground
are still green — they will come back.”

The fire has cleared a vast swathe of
land and, with it competition for invasive
weeds such as heather, gorse, broom and
wilding pine that can take hold rapidly after
disturbance.

Replanting was unlikely, Coutts said.
Natural regeneration would recover the

DEALS ON

www.100percent.co.nz

FREE
HAM

... with any BEkO.,
Fisher & Paykel or Haier
purchase over $499

Interest free and AfterPay terms available
* Conditions apply, ask in store for details

CRACKING CHRISTMAS

- Small Appliances
*« Bikes & Scooters - Toys
*+ Beds & Bedding * BBQ's
** Lawnmowers * Guitars
“« Washing Machines ‘- Refrigerators
* TV's ** Computers
* iPads and Tablets

and we SERVICE ALL APPLIANCES

137 Hakiaha St, Taumarunui
07 895 7348 or 0800 10 70 90

Promotion runs from 1 December 2024 until 3 January 2025

Scorched landscape — a vast swathe of Tongariro National Park lies blackened after last week’s wildfire, which

burned through 3000 hectares. Photo: Supplied.
area if weed and animal pests were kept in check.

“It will re-shoot quite quickly. There’s a risk that we’ll
see hares, rabbits, deer coming in and browsing on the new
growth, so there’s going to have to be both an animal and
a weed pest control programme.

“The opportunity here is to build a bigger programme of
biodiversity inside Tongariro National Park and to go after
broom, gorse and some of its friends on a broader scale.”

DOC Tongariro operations manager Libby O’Brien said
the blaze was among the largest fires ever seen in Aotearoa
on conservation land.

“Even the tiniest fire is a massive scar on that landscape,
but from any vantage point within the national park, so
much of what you can see is black.

“It’s whenua that is ridiculously important and special

Turn to Page 7
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‘It felt bloody awful': Hope rises from Tongariro's wildfire ashes

From Page 5

to anyone that’s ever been there, whether you whakapapa
to that land, whether you live here, or whether you’ve
visited.”

Lucky

O’Brien said the park was “relatively lucky” from a
recreation viewpoint. Damage to the Tongariro Alpine
Crossing carpark would limit use for several weeks, while
the Mangatepopo Track — part of the Tongariro Northern
Circuit Great Walk — would be closed for at least the season
as DOC plans for track upgrades.

It was still too early to fully understand the ecological toll.

“We’ve only just been able to get people out there to
assess the issues,” O’Brien said.

“We know we’ve lost a lot of biodiversity. Wildlife
— there will be a lot missing. There are a lot of birds up
there flying around — birds of prey having a look — and
I’ve seen more hares than I’ve ever seen up there. It will
be interesting to see how that ecosystem shifts or evolves
as regeneration occurs.”

She said the fire had been devastating and traumatic but
had united the community behind recovery.

“The silver lining is we’ve got this amazing opportunity
to stop those weeds from coming back, and to keep out
browsing animals that move seeds around.”

The challenge ahead would be securing and coordinating
a long-term restoration workforce.

“We could always do more if we had more people. The
trick’s going to be working with the willing — volunteers,
partner agencies, hapt and iwi ... so many people are
keen to help.”

The cause of the wildfire remains under investigation.
Recovery plans take shape

Emergency Management Minister Mark Mitchell told
residents the Government’s National Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (NEMA) was working with central govern-
ment agencies and the national recovery coordination
group to pinpoint where recovery investment was needed.

“We’ll try to get that done as quickly as we can so that
we can get things moving,” Mitchell said.

Conservation Minister Tama Potaka acknowledged the
“hits and shocks” the region had endured in recent years,
from ski industry turbulence and mill shutdowns to the
closure of the Chateau Tongariro.

He said regeneration opportunities could include cycle
trails, a potential solution for the Chateau, and new hous-
ing developments, including social housing projects led
by local iwi Ngati Rangi.

Potaka said he would work to ensure new hapi initiative
Maunga Ora was an “all-of-iwi, government, community
effort to restore the place and continue to amplify Ruapehu
as a place of iconic and majestic status”.

DOC would also speak with the Tourism Minister about
possible funding.

“It might be funded out of existing funding or it might
be out of funding we find at the back of the sofa. The key
is that we’ve got to have a plan before we figure out how
much money is needed.

“That plan should not take six months to figure out — it
should be weeks, not months. That’s the direction that I've
given to the team this afternoon.”

Ngati Hikairo ki Tongariro said on Monday it would
lead the long-term restoration phase alongside DOC and
key agencies.

“The mamae for our maunga runs deep,” Hikairo ran-
gatira Te Ngaehe Wanikau said. “The true restoration of
Tongariro will take time, unity and aroha.”

The carved pou whenua Te Ririo, which stands at the
start of the Tongariro Alpine Crossing, had been charred
to its core and was still smouldering on Monday.

Wanikau said the four-metre pou had survived as a
symbol of resilience and hope. Installed a year ago to
acknowledge the cultural significance of the landscape and
protect hikers, it will be strengthened at its core and base
following the fire damage to ensure stability.

The hapt said Maunga Ora — a shared commitment to
healing, regeneration and the future wellbeing of Tongariro
— would be developed in partnership with DOC, FENZ,
iwi and the people of Aotearoa.

“We will help the land heal,” Wanikau said.

Ruapehu mayor Weston Kirton said the wildfire had left
deep physical and emotional scars.

“I want to acknowledge the shock, fatigue, frustration
and the uncertainty,” Kirton told residents.

“I want to express my deepest thanks to FENZ, DOC,
NEMA and our Police, iwi partners, volunteers, local busi-
nesses and our own council staff. Your efforts protected
lives, protected key assets and allowed us to start our

Wildfire in action (aerial). Flames tear across the Central Plateau as the Tongariro
wildfire burns out of control, forcing evacuations of trampers and residents. Photo:

FENZ.
recovery journey as quickly as possible.

“Despite that incredible work, the dam-
age is significant. Our whenua has been
hurt and so have the communities who rely
on it, love it and draw identity from it.”

Kirton said the disaster had created space
for renewal. Immediate priorities included
building strong partnerships, supporting
community wellbeing, sustaining tourism
and managing environmental impacts.

“Long-term recovery will build on this
and it must be guided by a model that en-
sures all voices are heard and reflected in
a comprehensive recovery plan.”

Horizons Regional Council chair Nikki
Riley said the council would back the
region’s recovery efforts.

“We would be willing and enabling part-
ners and you will have our full support.”

Conservation leaders said Tongariro
Alpine Crossing bookings were “back to
normal” and the department was preparing
for potentially increased visitor interest.

“We could have a different phenomenon
where people come not just to walk the
Alpine Crossing but to experience the fire
zone. We’re going to have to be agile and
keep working with tourism operators to
manage this,” DOC Central North Island
operations director Damian Coutts said.

“There’s a real concern emerging about
people walking off-track, where the ecol-
ogy will be fragile.”

LDR is local body journalism co-funded
by RNZ and NZ On Air

BAYLEYS

NEW LISTING

Ohakune 29 coldfinch Street

BAYLEYS

ALTOGETHER

SOLD

Ohakune 82A Arawa Street

Immaculately presented!
Jenny Dekker
jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

027 455 5674

Jenny Dekker
jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Raetihi 21 Queen Street

Character, comfort and charm

027 455 5674

Prime commercial
opportunity!

In the heart of Ohakune’s bustling township, 29
Goldfinch Street offers a rare chance to secure a well-
equipped commercial property with lots of potential.
Most recently operating as a Chinese restaurant and
previously home to a busy hamburgeria and bakery,
this site is ready for its next venture with chattels
included. Zoned for commercial use and featuring a
fully functioning commercial kitchen, this property
provides an ideal foundation for hospitality, food
production, or retail enterprises.

bayleys.co.nz/2900845

273 11 5., B9 1=

Asking Price $265,000 + GST (if any)
Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz
BARTLEY REAL ESTATELTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Ohakune 6/76 Ruapehu Road

Whalefield magic!
Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674
jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Ohakune 2 Teitei Drive

Charming contemporary living

Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674
jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Residential / Commercial / Rural
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magazine

designer clothing

OUTLET STORE
Sizes 10-26
All seasons, all occasions
87 Hautapu Street, Taihape

(06) 388-1168
magazineclothing.co.nz

Serving Ruapehu,
Waimarino and
the Rangitikei

e Readi-mix concrete
e Troughs e Dog bowls

Readt Mix (td

06-388 2008 office@byfordsreadimix.co.nz
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ADVERTORIAL

Taihape's cute little flower shop

It’s a cute little flower shop, right on the
Main Street of Taihape — been around for
eight years and going strong.

“Lots of people stop at our cool cafe’s and
pop in to pick up gorgeous fresh flowers on
their way to or from their destination,” says
Tania Byford.

With Taihape being “smack bang in the
middle of the North Island”, Tania can get
flowers into all those little places that don’t
have their own florist.

“By the magic of awesome courier guys
and a really dedicated rural post team who
treat your bouquets like precious cargo, your
favourite people can have flowers at their
doorstep on the same day you order them
in most cases.

“Like Ohakune, Waiouru, Raetihi, Hunt-
erville, Turangi, Kuratau, Omori, Utiku,
Mangaweka ... they deserve flowers too
right?”

Tania says the “awesome locals” call in
for a chat and inhale the fragrance that wafts
down the street.

“I send their Interflora orders all around
the world and put flowers together for their
Mums, Grans, wives, besties, work buddies
... you name it!”

The flowers mostly from New Zealand
growers, from the Manawatu markets “so
they can be super fresh and beautiful”.

But it’s not just flowers — the giftware is
always changing — soaps from Blue Earth
in Ashburton, Kearose candles, Seriously
Good Chocolates from Southland, and in-
door plants.

There is an array of vases, vessels, con-
tainers, jars, pots and baskets.

And there’s soft toys too — with all sorts of
colours and designs — super soft and cuddly.

Tania says she has been fascinated by all
things floral for as long as she can remember
and “took a big brave step ... got skilled up
and purchased my wee shop”.

“I get all warm and fuzzy personally
delivering flowers to people — it’s so nice
to see their faces light up”.

Please note: flowers are seasonal and
arrangements are subject to availability
but the best effort will be made to repli-
cate the order with the best and freshest
substitutions.

Tania Byford loves flowers and sharing them with her customers.

EVENTS
DECEMBER 2025
Taihape Community Christmas Lunch

JANUARY 2026

Marton Country Music Festival (ticketed)
Kiwiburn Hunterville (ticketed)

Turakina Highland Games

The Taihape Shears

Christmas Day 25 December

16 — 18 January
21— 26 January
24 January
24 January

The event will be held in Taihape and is a key part of the selection process for the New Zealand

team for the 2026 Golden Shears World Championships in Masterton

FEBRUARY
Rangitikei Shearing Sports
Fest-a-Bull - Bulls

MARCH

early February
28 February

CampFest Bulls 6 - 8 March
Rangitikei Adventure Race Nth Island Secondary Schools Champs (ticketed) 21 March
APRIL

Marton Harvest Festival & Pedal 4 Pleasure 12 April
Suzuki Extreme 4x4 Challenge late April

118 Hautapu St, Taihape. Ph 06 388 9172. www.highcountryclothing.co.nz

NOW
SELLING

TAIHAPE

MODERN URBAN DESIGN
LEVEL ENTRY

LOW MAINTENANCE
CLOSE TO TOWN

ENQUIRE
TODAY!

Ph: 027 4824 389 - 06 388 0406

fred_hammer@xtra.co.nz
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Previous work on Taihape’s water main, on State Highway One next to the gumboot

statue back in January.

Taihape waterpipe
installation - Titi Street

Rangitikei District
Council contractors have
been making progress in
renewing the Taihape water
network and have made
a start on the next phase
with work beginning on

Titi Street.

This started on Monday,
24 November and is ex-
pected to take between six
and eight weeks to com-
plete, with at least three
small water shutdowns

required during that time.
Residents will receive 48
hours’ notice before any
shutdown, says RDC.
Work hours will be be-
tween 7:00am and 5:00pm,
Monday to Friday. During

Majestic Theatre Taihape

Wicked for Good (pG) Fri 28 & Sun 30 @ 7pm
Springsteen (V) sat 29 @ 7pm Sun 30 @ 4pm
The MET OPERA La Sonnambula:
Thursday 4 December — 4pm
www.majestictaihape.co.nz or Facebook for more information.

this time, the road
will only be open
to residents and
a 30km/h speed
restriction will be
in place.

After hours 027 388 0003
paulstyres2024@gmail.com

“FAST, FRIENDLY SERVICE”

25 Tui St, Taihape — 06 388 0003
Open Monday - Friday 7.30am — 5pm

ADVERTORIAL

Homeware store so you don't have to
travel, but for travellers too

Anna’s Homestore &
Gifts is a Taihape-sized
department store located on
the main street of Taihape.
They stock a wide range of
household products includ-
ing beds, whiteware, kitch-
enware, tableware, towels,
sheets, bedding and more.
It also has a huge range
of giftware, a lovely range
of children’s wear, shoes,
baby gifts, souvenirs, and
so much more.

The store is the ‘brain-
child’ of Susan Benson, a
director of Hautapu Pine,
who felt that Taihape need-

ed a store that contained Kellye Shaw and Breanna Troon: here for locals and travellers. Photo: Jude Chevin.

essential household items so that people didn’t
have to travel to just buy basic items.

Her ‘partner in crime’ is store manager Kel-
lye Shaw. Together, the pair have developed a
store that is full of beautiful products, as well as
everyday household essentials.

Anna’s is well supported by Taihape locals and
it also gets a constant stream of ‘out of towners’.

“Every day we get so many customers saying
what a lovely store we have. One day we had a
lady come in first thing in the morning and she
told us that she had stayed overnight in Taihape
just so that she could come to Anna’s.”

If you haven’t been to Anna’s before, it is
really worth a visit. With such a large range of
products, you can do your Christmas shopping
for the whole family in just one store.
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Ruapehu College senior prizes 2025

Academic Awards Year 11

Elishka Aitken, Subject Award (SA) in music/
performing arts, Elishka receives the Sims Award
for Excellence in senior performing arts. R-Jaye
Bromwich Merrit Award (MA) for resilience, perse-
verance and sheer grit in Outdoor Education. Wren
Drayton receives the Gordon Lin Trophy for best
DTC Student. Shihah Gavegan MA for design and
innovation, resistant materials. MA for consistent ef-
fort and creativity throughout the year in design and
innovation, foods. Olivia Gray, SA in Agriculture/
Horticulture; Olivia also receives the PGG Wright-
son Ohakune Award for diligence and perseverance
in practical and Theory Agricultural work. Floridia
Harding-Gray SA for design and innovation-foods,
MA for consistent effort in design and innovation:
design and visual communications. Komaihana
Hawira: MA for Fieldwork Leadership in Geography;
MA for improvement in Science; MA for strong
work ethic and perseverance in design and innova-
tion, hard materials; Komaihana also receives the
Waimano Tree Resource incentive award donated by
Waimarino Tree Resource for Level 1 DTC. Laykin
Horne, SA in design and innovation, design and vi-
sual communications. MA for consistent effort and
improvement in design and innovation, foods. Laykin
also receives the Year 11 incentive award for NCEA
Food & Nutrition, donated by Fiona Fraser. Charley
Maclean MA for consistent effort and hard work in
design and innovation — foods. Cyprus Martin MA for
consistent effort in Agriculture/Horticulture. Fletcher
Mason SA in Geography, Mathematics and Science.
Riley Maw, MA for steady improvement in Design
and innovation: design and visual communications.
Siobhan McDonough, SA for design and innova-
tion- soft materials Level 2. Siobhan also receives the
Year 11 Design & Sewing award donated by Louise
Beukes. Talei Philips, MA for strong work ethic and
perseverance in Design and innovation, resistant
materials. Xavier Ratu - Bellamy MA for consistent
effort and steady and careful application in Te Ao
Haka. Mikaere Ross MA for perseverance and hard
work in Art. Grace Rowe, SA in Outdoor Education

and design and innovation - Hard Materials, MA for
English for consistent effort, Grace also receives
the Placemakers Award for Level one Hard Materi-
als. Zoe Smith SA in Art and English. Merit Award
for Application of Critical Thinking in Geography.
Rebekah Swift, SA for Physical Education, MA for
consistent effort in music/performing arts, English
and Science, MA for documented and verifiable
sustained change during the year in Mathematics.
Torin Thompson MA for consistent effort in music/
performing arts and Physical Education, MA for
consistent and progressive learning in Mathematics.
Chase Tutemahurangi MA for growth in personal
awareness and preparation in Outdoor Education.
Sam Williams MA for strong consistent effort in
Physical Education. Mihi Atarau Winiata, MA for
consistent effort in Art, MA for perseverance and
diligence in the face of hardship in Te Ao Haka.
Academic Awards Year 12

Maia Allen, SA in Mathematics, Art, Chemistry
and Physics. MA for consistent effort in Physical
Education and English. Connor Anderson, MA for
consistent effort in Biology and Geography. MA for
diligence and hard work in Chemistry; receives the
Kotui Ako Academic Award for achievement and ef-
fort in NCEA Spanish Level 2. Sydney Charlton, SA
in Finance Literacy. Rhythm Clair SA for outstanding
results in Tourism. MA for perseverance in design and
innovation- resistant materials. Jordi Demchy, SA in
design and innovation, design and visual communica-
tions. MA for consistent effort in Design and innova-
tion, foods and MA for perseverance in Geography
and English. Kiana-Jaye Edmonds MA for Hard work
and diligence in Art. Nikora Henare — Richards, SA
for outstanding achievement in Communications
English. Sarah Herewini, MA for Application of
Heart in Communications, MA for improvement
in design and innovation, resistant Materials, Sarah
also receives the Migos Rose Bowl for Practical soft
materials for precision and accuracy in practical tasks.
Bishop Hodge, SA in design and innovation, foods.
Honore Horomia, MA for Sustained commitment to
Writing in Communications. Mica Hoyle, MA for

PropertyBrokers”

perseverance in Physical Education. Callum Kernot,
MA for high standards in Tourism, MA for consistent
effort in class in Finance Literacy. Emerson Lark MA
for improvement in Physics. Paretuarangi Mareikura
Wilson, MA for dilligence in Art, MA for high stan-
dards in tourism, MA for improvement in Biology,
MA for consistent effort in Design and innovation,
Design and Visual Communication. Ariki McLeod
MA for consistent effort in Financial Literacy. An-
drew Moore, receives the Netnz Excellence award
for Level 2 Media Studies. Andrew exemplifies the
spirit of connection and engagement in online learn-
ing, he models responsible, respectful and consistent
participation in the online learning community,
fostering collaboration and a sense of connection
in digital spaces. Sam Rowe, SA in design and in-
novation, resistant materials and English, MA for
steady and careful application in Mathematics. MA
for consistent effort in Physics and Chemistry. Judah
Sinai, MA for sustained commitment to Writing in
Communications. Hannah Swift, SA in Biology and
Geography, MA for consistent effort in English, and
receives the Kotui Ako Academic Award for effort in
NCEA Psychology Level 2. Campbell van der Lubbe,
MA for consistent effort in design and innovation,
Design and Visual communications.
Academic Awards Year 13

Macy Anderson, SA for Physical Education, MA
for consistent effort in Biology and English, and
receives the Netnz Excellence Award for well written
and researched assessments reaching Excellence in
Level 3 Health. Pactyn Brown MA for high standards
in Tourism. Liam Burnard, MA for consistent effort
in Physics. Danny Dowman MA for high standards
in Tourism. Stirling Elers, SA for Art and Design
and innovation, design and visual communications,
MA for Determination through challenges, grit and
resilience in English, and receives the Dr Jordon
Memorial Prize for her High Standard of work in Art.
Raphael Gonzatti, SA for Mathematics and Physics,
MA for diligence in Chemistry, and receives the
Cast Family senior Mathematics award for a high
standard in Level Three Mathematics and Calculus.

Te Moana Hagley, SA for Tourism. Moses Hodge MA
for his outstanding work in Art. Hayley Moore, SA
for English. MA for steady and careful application
in Mathematics, MA for dedication and hard work
in Biology and receives the Peck Campbell Cup for
Excellence In Humanities and the Kotui Ako Aca-
demic Award for 2nd in class in NCEA Geography
Level 3, and receives the Kotui Ako Academic Award
for achievement and effort in NCEA Media Studies
Level 3. Alysha Rhodes, SA for design and innova-
tion, foods and receives the Sue Hardwich Memorial
award for Excellence in Practical foods. Zoe Southall,
SA in Biology and Chemistry, MA for consistent ef-
fort in Physics. Sophie Watt MA for consistent effort
and application in Psychology. Jason Young, receives
the UCOL vocational studies award for his dedication
and work towards Construction and Police Pathway.
Scholarships

The Nga Ara Scholarships, sponsored by Genesis
Energy, support students with a Technology or Trades
package. Year 11 Rebekah Swift; Year 12 Simeon
Taura Hawira; Year 12 Maia Allen; Year 13 Sophie
Watt. outstanding Engagement in Pihoro Mihi Ata-
arau Winiata. outstanding Engagement in Pihoro
Moses Hodge. Lila Pakinga Scholarship Grant, es-
tablished to acknowledge the efforts of the late Lila
Pakinga in advocating for the natural environment in
the Ngati Rangi rohe and her passion for the education
of young people, Siobhan McDonough.

Entrance Scholarship to University of Otago,
$18,000 towards her university costs, Hayley Moore,
also received the Totoweka Equity Scholarship at
Victoria University.

Entrance Scholarship to University of Otago:
receives the Pacific Peoples Scholarship, $18,000
towards her university costs, Zoe Wallace-Southall.

Victoria University Totoweka Equity Scholarship
valued at $5000 for the first year of study which can
be put towards accommodation costs, Lucia Seymour.

Lines Company - Inspiring Local Minds Scholar-
ship: $2000 annually (for up to three years) to help
them thrive in their tertiary education - Liam Burnard.

Ohakune 73a Arawa Street

Your retreat awaits

Welcome to your dream escape in the heart of Ohakune - where
adventure meets comfort. This low maintenance beautifully
presented 3 bedroom plus mezzanine chalet offers the perfect blend

k=13 =2
For Sale $349,000

View By appointment
Web pb.co.nz/0HU216891

e ]

of cozy alpine charm and contemporary living, ideal for families,
holidaymakers, or anyone looking for an investment property. The
open plan kitchen and living area with a wood burner for the winter
nights has an inviting atmosphere. The two bedrooms downstairs

are both double with their own wardrobes. Upstairs has the third
bedroom and the spacious mezzanine area that works well for the

extra guests.

Property Brokers Ltd Licensed REAA 2008 | pb.co.nz

Polly Ingles
M 027 315 8368

Jenna Hovelle
M 0273610167

Ohakune 9 Burns Street

Industrial / Mixed Retail for Lease

Previously occupied by PGG Wrightson, this industrial building
provides great options and versatility for a wide range of businesses.

For Lease $60,000 pa + GST Incl
OPEX

The building comprises reception, offices and mezzanine areas plus a View By appointment

large warehouse/showroom including a dedicated dangerous goods

Web pb.co.nz/OHC212949

area with independent access. Customer parking is available at both
the front & rear of the building, and the rear yard is fully fenced.

Key features:

-300m2 (approx.) warehouse with high stud
- DG area with washdown shower

- 76m?2 (approx.) office and amenities

- 748m2 (approx.) yard

- Suitable for truck access
Property Brokers Ltd Licensed REAA 2008 | pb.co.nz

Polly Ingles
M 027 315 8368

Jenna Hovelle
M 0273610167
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Experts ~ atyour service

ADVERTORIAL

Hardware shop
knows local
know how

PlaceMakers Ohakune embraces the fact that it is a country store,
employing country people.

Bob Price, who has managed the store for over 10 years, understands
the needs of the local community PlaceMakers serves, supporting lo-
cal initiatives where he can and ensuring the staff he employs are well
looked after in terms of their work/life balance. This makes a difference
to the service you receive in-store with the team living up to the brand’s
slogan — ‘Know how. Can do’.

PlaceMakers Ohakune has access to the larger PlaceMakers catalogue
with over 32,000 products online. In-store, they can advise and source
most things for you, from small parts to timber, hardware and the tools
needed for larger renovations.

The range that PlaceMakers Ohakune stocks in-store has been care-
fully selected from what the team has learned about their customers’
requirements over the years. However, in 2026, it’s time for a refresh,
and a full review of the range is planned. If you have any ideas or
suggestions on the type of product PlaceMakers Ohakune stocks, then
please get in touch with Bob or pop into the store and speak with one
of their friendly team.

PlaceMakers Ohakune is situated at 7 Burns Street in Ohakune. They
are open Monday to Friday from 7:30 am to 5:00 pm, Saturday from
9:00 am to Midday and closed on Sunday. Three of the Placemakers team, Keith, Bob and Stevie

Land development

Why buy it ... hire it!

TWEEDDALE HIRE
Traditional & Unique NEW LOCATION
F OR Y OUR Headstones in all Next to BP Ohakune
. o day — Friday 8am —
Cemeteries e L

B u I LDI N G P ROJ EcT 462 Somme Parade, anganui. P 027 2799 724 E ohakunehire@xtra.co.nz
Branches also at ...

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF HIRE

Palmerston North Feilding
& DIY NEEDS 207 Main St 14 MacArthar St EQUIPMENT. SEE OUR WEBSITE
06356 4782 063236616 WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ
i i PARTY  HIRE: floodlights,
MON to FRI — 7.393“1 —Spm info@anderson-memorials.co.nz tables & chairs, heaters, spit
SAT 9am —midday www.anderson-memorials.co.nz roasters, wheelie bins, chafing

dishes, crockery & cutlery,

TR Ph 027 685 4854 debumidifios fute 8 wine

portaloos & showers, 3-section
marquee, horse float.

Warquee Hy.,

ENéélﬂﬁéEﬂEéRIN

¢ Manufacturing and repairs

* Access equipment hire

¢ Engineering supplies

FOR THE BIG JOBS:

digger hire, cherry pickers,
pumps, wood splitters,
generators, car trailers, post
hole borers, furniture trailer,

* BOC gases
¢ 20T & 50T crane hire

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 473 0188 Mark or 027 444 2058 Bruce

concrete equipment, rollers &
compactors, portable trencher

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

Ph 06 387 5022
Earthworks Property Maintenance / Cleaning Plumbing / Drainlaying Ohakune Landscape Supplies
- f Pebbles - Builders mi
HAITANA EARTHWORKS B&M PLUMBING LTD Nuich e <sand - White hip

* Plumhing & Drainlaying - Bark - Topsoil - Pavers

14 tonne digger L
« Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of| |- PeaStraw - Bagged Garden Fertilisers

14 tonne wheel digger * General Cleaning all pumps - Rail & Mac Sleepers
Tip truck * Property Maintenance . FiIGSS:SnIaI_ o ]
Supply of metal, * Carpet Cleaning + 5 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck

* Water Blasting Services
* Floor polishing/buffing

Farm WOl‘k, section & For a free no obligation quote call:

driveways l‘OCk walls RAY 021 886 509 or MAURICE 021 078 2419
) Or visit: www.rccpml.co.nz

“Your local Registered Certifier’

scoria and boulders

M Call Brian 02:’ 4361075 '\( ~ Call to arrange supply ~ FREE loan trailer ~
PLUMBING Email: Master ~ eftpos available ~
IR d3A] bmired@xtraconz T . i

Ph 027 289 4404 021 886509 or 021 0782419 Ph 06 385 4718 Ph 0800 926 315
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Feral cats to be added to Predator Free 2050

Anew policy on cats has the potential to
make a big difference to Ruapehu’s native
fauna, and it’s partially due to feral cat at-
tacks in and around Rangataua.

Conservation Minister Tama Potaka
announced last week that the Government
will add feral cats to the Predator Free 2050
target species list to protect our precious
native wildlife,

“We know people want their local re-
serves, beaches and bush tracks to be full of
birds, not predators. Including feral cats in
the Predator Free 2050 goal means stronger
protection for local wildlife, better tools for
communities, and less impact on farmers,
whanau and our economy.

“Feral cats are now found across Aote-
aroa New Zealand, from farms to forests,
and they put huge pressure on native birds,
bats, lizards and insects. They also spread
toxoplasmosis, which harms dolphins,
affects people, and costs farmers through
lost stock,” Potaka says.

DOC’s consultation on the Predator Free
Strategy received close to 3400 submis-
sions. Over 90 percent backed improved
feral cat management.

“New Zealanders were clear. They want
action,” Potaka says.

Adding feral cats to the Predator Free
2050 target list will:

* Support national coordination of feral
cat control

plumber in your area?

the Ohakune & surrounding areas.

office@plumberdan.co.nz

Looking for a dependable local

Count on our skilful local Ohakune plumber for
all your maintenance plumbing requirements.
Whether it’s a leaking pipe or a blocked drain,

we deliver quality service with fair pricing in

Don’t hesitate, get in touch with us today!

* Allow Predator Free groups access to
funding for projects targeting feral cats

* Boost research into effective and hu-
mane tools and technology

» Strengthen efforts to protect threatened
species across the country.

Examples of the damage caused by
feral cats include the loss of more than
100 short-tailed bats in a single week
near Ohakune and the near-extinction of
pukunui/southern dotterel on Rakiura/
Stewart Island.

“New Zealand is full of proud cat own-
ers, and domestic pets are not part of this
Predator Free target. Responsible owner-
ship, desexing, microchipping, and keeping
cats away from wildlife, remains an im-
portant part of the solution,” Potaka says.

Further detail on priority work will be
set out in the revised Predator Free 2050
Strategy, due to be released in March 2026.
Cat nabbed raiding rare bats’
*‘mothership’

In April 2010, the Bulletin reported that
a single feral cat was responsible for killing
more than 100 rare short-tailed bats in the
forest on the southern slopes of Mt Ruapehu.

A survey of the local bat population re-
vealed the grizzly tale that confronted staff
with the damage feral cats can do when left
to target native wildlife.

In the space of seven days, one cat killed
a total of 102 bats, and these were only the

A grizzly tally with its killing machine — a small tabby cat. Photo supplied.

ones that were found.

“This really highlights the impact that cats can have on
native wildlife, and I don’t think a lot of people realise
what skilled predators cats really are. It’s one thing to
suspect predation occurs, another thing entirely to actually
witness the damage one cat can do,” said Jess Scrimgeour,
DoC scientist.

“The Mothership”, a massive beech tree on the south-
ern slopes of Mt Ruapehu, which could house more than
1000 short-tailed bats. Rangers visited roosts to set-up
infrared cameras in an attempt to count the numbers as
they emerge from roost trees at night. But that time rang-
ers were shocked to visit the roosts and find small wings

scattered around the trees, obviously ripped from bodies.
Here and there are completely intact bats, as if they’d
decided to sleep outside — the only sign of disturbance
one or two puncture marks.

Rangers said this was the worst mass predation they
have seen and in the first day 86 batwings were found (43
bats), the next 19 little bodies and six wings.

Twenty-four hours after setting out a cat trap at the
base of The Mothership, Malcolm Swanney —a local DoC
ranger — found a male tabby cat, surprisingly heavy for
its small size. Although its stomach reveals no evidence
of bat remains, the bite size matches exactly those found
on the dead bats.
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CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

FOR
SALE BUSINESS NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES
GARAGE DOORS, all ° e
types of garage doors, Ohakune Health HUb RoadSIde AI‘II‘II.Ial General Meetlng
specialising in sectional In pain? Let us he|p. e o on ®
%?;:‘f;s doc::rgr anad af‘:;g Experienced care in Osteopathy, Physiotherapy, Herbicide Land Block-Waihi

" : Massage and Acupuncture — effective treatment for: H H
gt:icl)cti?ng ”gge Ngl::;( L:c‘iemc?r: - Musculoskeletal pain - headaches & concussion - Appllcatlons Kahakaharoa 1E
07-895.5890. post-operative recovery - and much more. Asplundh will cary out seasonal roadside|| | Owners and Beneficiaries

WATER TROUGHS, cattle
or sheep. Different sizes.
Delivered price quoted. Ph
0800-487-633.

WANTED
TO BUY

VINYL RECORDS WANTED.
If you have unwanted or
unused vinyl records willing
to sell please contact Roy

ACC registered | 77-79 Clyde St, Ohakune
Book online: www.ohakuneosteo.co.nz

Bennett's Tank
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps.
Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

herbicide applications to weed trees growing on
the rural road reserve in both the Rangitikei and
Ruapehu districts between November and March.
A spray plan is available for viewing on request.

For further information, please contact
planning®@asplundh.co.nz

Book Now for Angel's
21st FREE Christmas

Community Dinner
2 December, 5.30pm
at The Centre Baptist Church
with a drive through hangi & steam pudding

Booking are essential on 027 4316327.

of Hanairo Te Aue

Saturday 13 December 2025
Tlam-2pm
25 Te Arahori St, Tarangi 3334

Agenda:
1. Mihi/Karakia
2. Apologies
3. Whakapapa/History
4. Trust Review
Election of 7 New Trustees
5. General Business
Karakia Whakamutunga

Any queries please contact Ashleigh Te
Maari on: 027-449-3795 or email: abraham.
ashleigh@hotmail.com

to discuss on 021 754 269.

BUSINESS

NOTICES BUSINESS FOR SALE
( )

Ohakune
Gym For Sale
For more information
Ruapehu Mayor contact
° Sam & Savannah
Weston KII"tO‘n on 027 721 0960
To arrange a meeting
or call back please
phone Council on
06 385 8364 or email:
kay.kidd@ruapehudc. PUBLIC NOTICES
govt.nz

. J
PUBLIC NOTICES
Section 101, Sale and
Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Ohakune Brewers Limited
have made an application -
to the District Licensing PANUI / NOTICE OF
Committee at Ruapehu —_—e . °
District Council for the Ngat' Haua Iwi Trust
Renewal of an On Licence o =
in respect of the premises HU|—A—Tau 2025

situated at 17 Goldfinch
Street, Ohakune, known
as Big Mountain Mead/
Big Mountain Burgers.
The general nature of the
business to be conducted
under the licence is that
of a Tavern. The days on
which and the hours during
which alcohol is intended
to be sold under the licence
are: Wednesday — Sunday:
10.00am - 10.00pm.

The application may be
inspected during ordinary
office hours at the office
of the Ruapehu District
Licensing Committee at
Ruapehu District Council,
59-63 Huia Street,
Taumarunui.

Any person who is entitled
to object and who wishes
to object to the issue of
the licence may, not later
than 25 working days after
the date of the publication
of this notice, file a notice
in writing of the objection
with the Secretary of
the District Licensing
Committee at Ruapehu
District Council, Private Bag
1001, Taumarunui 3946.

No objections to the
renewal of a licence may
be made in relation to a
matter other than a matter
specified in section 131 of
the Sale and Supply of
Alcohol Act 2012

This is the first publication
of this notice.

Nau mai e te iwi!

Saturday 6 December 2025 at 10am
Ngapuwaiwaha Marae, Taumarunui

Online capability to attend Hui-a-Tau will be
available to registered members. A link will be
forwarded after you register your attendance
to: Info@ngatihaua.iwi.nz

The Ngati Haua Iwi Trust (Trust) gives notice
of the 2024-2025 Annual General Meeting
(AGM) commencing at 10am on Saturday 6
December 2025 at Ngapuwaiwaha Marae,
Taumarunui.

AGENDA

10am Karakia and Mihimihi
Apologies
AGM Minutes held 7 December 2024
Matters Arising from Minutes
Financial Reports for the period
2024/2025
Appointment of Auditor
Chairperson's Report
Trust Update
General Business
Karakia whakamutunga

Noon Lunch

Contact: Maxine Ketu, Pouarahi
07 895 5966 or 0800 AWA HAUA
Email: info@ngatihaua.iwi.nz
Website: www.ngatihaua.iwi.nz
Facebook: Ngati Haua Taumarunui

Ohakune & Waimarino
Returned Sevices Assoc.

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

Thursday 4 December, 6pm
Raetihi Cosmopolitan Club,
Seddon St, Raetihi
(Previous AGM of 20 November postponed)

All welcome.

PANUI / NOTICE OF
Inaugural Hui-a-Tau 2025
Te Whiringa Kakaho o
Ngati Haua Trust
Nau mai e te iwi!

Saturday 6 December 2025 at Ipm
NgapUwaiwaha Marae

Online capability to attend Hui-a-Tau will be
available to registered members. A link will be
forwarded after you register your attendance
to: Info@ngatihaua.iwi.nz

The Te Whiringa Kakaho o Ngati Haua
Trust (Trust) gives notice of the inaugural
Te Whiringa Kakaho o Ngati Haua Trust
2024-2025 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
commencing at 1pm on Saturday 6 December
2025 at Ngapuwaiwaha Marae, Taumarunui.

AGENDA

Ipm Karakia and Mihimihi
Apologies
Financial Report 2024/2025
Appointment of Auditor
Chairperson's Report
Trust Update
General Business
Karakia whakamutunga

Contact: Maxine Ketu, Pouarahi
07 895 5966 or 0800 AWA HAUA
Email: info@ngatihaua.iwi.nz
Website: www.ngatihaua.iwi.nz
Facebook: Ngati Haua Taumarunui

MEETINGS

The following meetings (Livestreamed)
of Horizons Regional Council will be held
during December 2025 in the Tararua
Room, Regional House, 11-15 Victoria
Avenue, Palmerston North, unless
otherwise advised:

Tuesday, 2 December

11.00am Regional Transport Committee
Tuesday, 16 December

1.00pm Regional Council

Should Members of the public wish to
speak at Meetings, they are advised to
phone 0508 800 800.

M J McCartney
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Large Scale Demolitions

The Defence Ammunition Depot Waiouru,
Defence Munitions Management Group
will be conducting large scale demolitions
in the vicinity of the southeastern base of
MT Ruapehu west of Desert road between
10am and S5pm from Tuesday 25 November
to Thursday 27 November 2025, and again,
from Monday 1 December to Thursday 4
December 2025.

Loud explosions may be heard during these
times for anyone in the surrounding area.

All questions can be directed to:
Denis Wanihi — DMMG, Defence Munitions
Management Group 06 387 5411
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Ruapehu Maori Culture Festival in pictures it
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PropertyBrokers”

Live your best lifel

Jenna & Polly

Q025585

Set against the stunning backdrop of Mt Ruapehu, you'll find yourself in a location that blends adventure and
relaxation in equal measure. Ski in winter, cycle or hike in summer, and unwind with great local food and friendly
hospitality all year round. A home here means embracing the very best of New Zealand’s alpine lifestyle.

Deadline Sale - Closing 4.00pm, Thursday 18 December 2025 (unless SOLD prior)

A great base for adventure

Ruapehu

30 Moore Street, Ohakune

e Price indication from $395,000

e Renovated throughout

e Lock and leave

o Rental appraisal $420 p/w

View Open homes available on website

and by appointment
Web pb.co.nz/0HU202504

k=43 %1

Polly Ingles 027 315 8368
Jenna Hovelle 027 3610167

Perfect buying

Ruapehu

2 Tiffany Place, Ohakune

e Price indication from $355,000

e 2016 build

e Low maintenance

o Rental appraisal $380 p/w

View Open homes available on website

and by appointment
Web pb.co.nz/OHU181750

=42 %1

Jenna Hovelle 027 3610167
Polly Ingles 027 3158368

The place to be

Ruapehu
22 Arawa Street, Ohakune

e Price indication from $375,000
e Fab family home
e Partially renovated

e Rental appraisal $460 p/w

View Open homes available on website
and by appointment

Web pb.co.nz/OHU208863
k=i4 w1

Polly Ingles 027 3158368
Jenna Hovelle 027 3610167

Simple and sweet

Ruapehu
30 Piwari Street, Rangataua

e Price indication from $330,000
e Semirural feel
¢ Big Mountain view

e Rental appraisal $440 p/w

View Open homes available on website
and by appointment

Web pb.co.nz/OHU204734
k=i3 w1

Polly Ingles 027 315 8368
Jenna Hovelle 027 3610167

A versatile buy

Ruapehu
46 Miro Street, Ohakune

e Price indication from $365,000
e Close to town
e Great investment

o Rental appraisal $420 p/w

View Open homes available on website
and by appointment
Web pb.co.nz/OHU202532

k=3 =1

Jenna Hovelle 027 3610167
Polly Ingles 027 315 8368

A practical property

Ruapehu
73B Arawa Street, Ohakune

e Price indication from $340,000
e Modern
e Generous size chalet

e Rental appraisal $420 p/w

View Open homes available on website
and by appointment
Web pb.co.nz/0OHU207002

k=3 w2

Jenna Hovelle 027 3610167
Polly Ingles 027 315 8368

Seek the quiet life

Ruapehu
50 Pitt Street, Raetihi

o Price indication from $360,000
e Huge garage

e Large 1,103m2 section

e Rental appraisal $410 p/w

View Open homes available on website
and by appointment

Web pb.co.nz/OHU210873
k=3 w1 B2

Jenna Hovelle 027 3610167
Polly Ingles 027 315 8368

A slice of history

Ruapehu
109 Seddon Street, Raetihi

e Price indication from $329,000
e Big 5-bedroom home

e Huge potential

¢ Rental appraisal $460 p/w

View Open homes available on website
and by appointment

Web pb.co.nz/OHU187429
k=i5 w1

Polly Ingles 027 315 8368
Jenna Hovelle 027 3610167
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