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WIN!
Enter our 

reader competition 
– see Page 46 – and 

go into the draw to win 
a Ruapehu summer 

adventure!
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Their story ...

... through your eyes!

CAFE   •   GIFT SHOP   •   KIDS HQ   •   GUIDED TOURS

OPEN DAILY 9.00AM TO 4.30PM

State Highway 1, Waiouru

www.armymuseum.co.nz

Plan a visit and bring history to life
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Cash for cycleways: 
Mtns to Sea to be extended

Two new sections of the 320km Mountains to Sea cycle trail – 
Phase Two of Te Ara Mangawhero from Tūroa and a new section 
of Te Hangaruru to the Last Spike – are to receive $10.8 million 
in funding. And work is due to start any day.

Tourism and Hospitality Minister Louise Upston and Conser-
vation Minister Tama Potaka announced $10.8 million funding.

The two routes are among the final links needed to finish the 
Ngā Ara Tūhono Mountains to Sea Great Ride, a 320km journey 
from the mountains of Ruapehu to the Tasman Sea.

Te Ara Mangawhero – Phase II includes 13km of new trail, 
including boardwalks and 11 bridges through Tongariro National 
Park, up to Massey Flat off the Ohakune Mountain Road. The 
target for opening is Autumn 2027.

Te Hangāruru – Pōkākā Road to the Last Spike – includes 
construction of the 99m Manganui o te Ao suspension bridge and 
1.1 km of trail. The target for opening is Autumn 2026.

The final section – Last Spike to Waimarino (National Park 
Village) – is being planned with partners — including iwi, com-
munity, and stakeholders — to fully complete the full 320 km 
Great Ride.

“We’ll need everyone’s support to help deliver this last con-
nection – there’s only about a 10 km gap as the kererū flies!” 
says trail champion Lynley Twyman.

Another massive swingbridge will be part of the extension to 
Te Hangāruru.

Turn to Page 4
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Looking for the perfect place to stay and play
in the Ruapehu region?

With us, you can be sure you will find the perfect size,
style and location of accommodation to suit your needs.

RUAPEHU CHALET RENTALS
Locally owned and operated   Email: info@ruapehu.co.nz   Ph: 06-385-8149

WWW.RUAPEHU.CO.NZ

The project is a partnership between the Department of Con-
servation (DOC), Tourism and the Ngā Ara Tūhono Charitable 
Trust, which includes iwi agencies Ngā Waihua o Paerangi Trust 
and Te Korowai o Wainuiārua.

Upston said the investment would be drawn from the Interna-
tional Visitor Levy ($7.7m) and the $70 million Major Events 
and Tourism (MET) package ($3.1m) as part of a regional 
resilience strategy.

Ngā Waihua o Paerangi (Ngāti Rangi) and Te Korowai o 
Wainuiārua (representing the iwi Uenuku, Tamakana and Ta-
mahaki) will lead the new works alongside DOC and the Trust.
Bringing people back

Ngāti Rangi chair Tomairangi Mareikura said 
iwi were ecstatic to lead the projects, which rep-
resented a significant milestone in reconnecting 
people to ancestral lands.

“This trail has provided us an opportunity to 
bring our people back to put their hands and feet 
on whenua that we have otherwise not had ac-
cess to or been alienated from for generations,” 
Mareikura said.

“While it might seem like a small thing – build-
ing a trail to bring other people to our rohe – it’s 
been massive in terms of getting our own people 
home and connected to place.”

The final section of Te Ara Mangawhero will 
mark the starting point of Ngā Ara Tūhono Moun-
tains to Sea from just below Tūroa ski area on Mt 
Ruapehu.
Support growth

Te Korowai o Wainuiārua chair Aiden Gilbert 
said he hoped there was a Government plan for 
ongoing support to uplift the region after a number 
of difficult years.

“We support the growth here,” Gilbert said.
Te Hangāruru connects with the Ohakune Old 

Coach Road in the south and will extend north 
to the Last Spike, winding through native forest, 
wetlands, and over boardwalks and suspension 
bridges.

Trail champion Lynley Twyman said the aim 
was for Ngā Ara Tūhono Mountains to Sea to be 

the “number one Great Ride” in the southern hemisphere.
“We now have the opportunity to build all the way through to 

the Last Spike including the bridge over the Manganui o te Ao. 
That’s a huge achievement,” she said.

“I’m looking forward to seeing our tamariki and mokopuna 
really excited that they can make a future here, and right now 
they can enjoy the trail as well.”

Sections of the track will open progressively, with completion 
expected in early 2027. When finished, only the final short link 
between the Last Spike and Waimarino will remain.

That section is expected to include one of the longest sus-
pension bridges in Aotearoa, stretching 200 metres across the 
Makatote River near the Makatote rail viaduct.

Mtns to Sea to be extended
From Page 3
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After the fire: how hikers can help
Hikers heading up to walk the Tongariro Alpine Crossing will 

find the scene quite confronting – the sight of 3000 hectares of 
burnt vegetation that is left behind after the November fire.

The bulk of the Crossing track is free from damage after the 
access road and the first few kilometres and is still worthy of the 
title of one of the best one day walks in the world.

“We’re so happy to be able to welcome people back to the 
Tongariro Alpine Crossing,” says Libby O’Brien, DOC Tongariro 
operations manager.

“It’s such a unique experience and I think the fire has made us 
recognise its specialness even more. It might be quite confronting 
for visitors to the Tongariro Alpine Crossing. Shuttles take them 
along the road showing kilometres of blackened earth and shrubs 
and by the time they get to the start of the crossing they already 
have some idea of the scale of the devastation. 

“But they’re also seeing signs of recovery and hope. Standing 
beside the fireground we can hear birds, and we can see native 
plants shooting new green growth.”

She said the Department of Conservation receiving enquiries 
as to how visitors can help.

“We are working with Ngāti Hikairo ki Tongariro to develop 
the hapu-led Maunga Ora restoration plan that will outline what 
recovery looks like in the coming months and years for the area 
of the park affected by the fire,” 

“We’re also working with partner agencies across the region to 
feed into regional recovery plans, but our priority at this stage is 
to support Ngāti Hikairo in developing Maunga Ora.”

She said the full plan is still being developed but that they 
know the key to recovery is weed control and this is also a big 
aspiration for Ngāti Hikairo ki Tognariro.  Turn to Page 6

“While our native plants in this area are resilient, the disturbed 
ground is the perfect seeding ground for invasive plants. We’ll 

The pou at the start of the Tongariro Alpine Crossing. Photo: 
Mike Scott.
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KEBABS 
BEEF

CHICKEN
SEAFOOD

VEGETARIAN

GOURMET EXTRAS
CAMEMBERT

BLUE CHEESE
OLIVES
SALAMI
TABOULI
HOMUS

SPROUTS
MUSHROOMS

SAUCES
MUSTARD
TAHINI
SATAY
CHILLI
APRICOT
BBQ
RELISH
TOMATO
YOGHURT
GARLIC MAYO
HORSERADISH

DRINKS
COFFEE

TEA
SMOOTHIES

MILKSHAKES

All kebabs

served wrapped in

Toasted Pita Bread

with cheese, cabbage,

carrot, onions, tomatoes

and free sauces

of your choice

Want something different?
Contact Maurice on 021-280 1780

be working hard to keep these at bay so the natural ecosystems 
can recover in their own time. 

“We have already started some weed control to try and get on 
top of broom, gorse and heather as quickly as possible. We’ll also 
be putting efforts into protecting these regenerating plants from 
grazers like rabbits, but it’s not likely any replanting in Tongariro 
National Park will take place.”

DOC are being asked how people can help. 
“You can help by respecting the restorative rāhui on the fire 

ground – this means sticking to the tracks, not littering and using 
the provided toilets. We also ask visitors to ensure their shoes, 
clothes and gear are clean before using the tracks to minimise 
the introduction of weeds to the area.”

For those wanting to contribute from afar – the New Zealand 
Nature Fund is accepting donations on behalf of DOC and Ngāti 
Hikairo ki Tongariro. All funds raised will drive post-fire restora-
tion and conservation efforts in Tongariro National Park.

Bubs Smith, representing Ngā Whenua Rahui, says he believes 
there will “definitely be opportunities for visitors to help put their 
shoulders to the task in regards to the recovery.”

He said it was early days of planning, currently prioritising 
some of the research that is time sensitive and needing to be 
actioned this side of Christmas and that any support opportunity 
would probably involve weed control.
Positive signs

He said one of the strongest and most heartening signs has been 
the genuine willingness of agencies — particularly FENZ — to 
work alongside mana whenua from the very beginning. 

After the fire

“This hasn’t just been about operational logistics; it has been 
about recognising the value of local knowledge, especially from 
whānau who live in these remote rural areas and understand the 
unique mountainous winds and weather patterns that directly 
influenced the behaviour of the fire.”

He said areas where natural recovery won’t be enough include 

From Page 5

Turn to Page 8

The road up to the start of the Tongariro Alpine Crossing is a 
confronting image for hikers. Photo: John Funnell.
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Antony Greenfield
Residential and Lifestyle Sales

021 102 3594 antony.greenfield@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Antony is passionate about the unique lifestyle that the
Ruapehu district offers and is proud to call it home.
Known for his authenticity, integrity, and dedication, he
builds lasting relationships with every client. Whether
you're buying or selling, Antony is committed to helping
you navigate your property journey and get to where you
truly want to be.

Playground pirate ship sets sail, arrrr!
A “motley crew” of local volunteers witnessed the latest attrac-

tion at the Ohakune Carrotland Park – a pirate ship.
Builder Wayne Gunnell created the pirate ship from an old 

lifeboat donated by Ohakune locals, with support from a huge 
range of donors and volunteers.

The ship has dozens of features designed to entertain the chil-
dren that have been storming the vessel since it was “launched” 
onto the high seas of Carrotland.

The old lifeboat is from the Russian cruise liner Mikhail Ler-
montov that sank in the Marlborough Sounds in 1986.

Today, the ship rests 30 metres below the surface and remains 
a popular dive destination.

The Ohakune pirate ship lifeboat was towed across Cook 
Strait by Paul Scarf and Peter Moroney and later transported to 
Ohakune by shareholder Peter Hammond, who hauled it behind 
his carrot truck. 

Designed to carry up to 100 people, the lifeboat is impres-
sively large.

After resting in Ohakune for decades, the Scarf and Powderkeg 

Ohakune’s latest Carrotland addition, a pirate ship, complete with a plank to walk off.

Turn to Page 9



8 • Ruapehu Summertime Bulletin December 2025

at higher altitude zones, around 1500m on Pukekaikiore. 
“These areas sit in a harsh alpine environment where soils are thin, 

nutrient-poor and exposed to extreme winter temperatures. Natural 
regeneration will occur, but it will likely be slow and patchy and the 
effects of stress may be visible for several years.

“Although alpine species are inherently hardy — adapted to 
volcanic disturbance, fire, ashfall and tough climates — the recent 
burn has pushed them to their limits.”
Biggest challenge 

Smith says the biggest challenge will be creating and sticking to 
a clear, evidence-based and achievable recovery plan — “one that 
balances cultural values, ecological needs, and practical realities”.

As the plan develops, there will likely be opportunities for whānau 
to be involved through: wānanga on the whenua; cultural monitoring; 
invasive species control; seed collection and propagation.

“Summer will be a crucial period for observing the first stages 
of regrowth, so whānau presence and knowledge will be valuable.”

Re-cloaking the maunga in practice, as well as weed control, 
would include protecting emerging native seedlings and ensuring 
that the recovery improves the condition of the land beyond what 
it was before the fire.

“The encouraging news is that we’re already seeing native shoots 
pushing through the ash layer in some places — signs that the whenua 
is fighting to recover. 

“These species are adapted to volcanic and fire cycles, and their 
return gives us confidence as we plan how to best support the re-
cloaking of the maunga.”

Strengthening resilience against future fires is also likely to be part 
of the plan, following advice that often, “fire begets fire”.

“Every fire event gives us insights into how we can build resilience. 
Key opportunities include: strengthening response systems, espe-
cially in remote alpine areas; reducing fuel loads where appropriate, 
while protecting ecological values; long-term pest control, ensur-
ing exotic weeds don’t create unnatural fire pathways; monitoring 
climate-driven changes such as drier summers, altered wind patterns 
and shifting vegetation zones.

More information on the Ngā Whenua Rahui is on their Facebook 
page.

On-site location photographer

GLYN HUBBARD PHOTOGRAPHY


Mob: 027 274 4282

Email: glynhubbard@icloud.com


Website: glynhubbard.co.nz

Gallery: 14 Manuka Street, Ohakune

From Page 6

After the fire
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TRAINTRAIN
WITH US

GYM ACCESS   4AM-10PM   7 DAYS
18 Ayr St, Ohakune

022 329 9201

www.thegymohakune.co.nz

Playground pirate ship sets sail, arrrr!
family along with Peter Hammond reimagined it as a haven for 
pirate adventure and play. They generously donated it to the 
Ohakune Carrot Park, where it has found a new life.

Carrot Park trustee Peggy Frew said that with Dave Scott’s 
vision, Wayne Gunnell’s master craftsmanship, Tina Drayton’s 
artistic flair, and a major donation from the Laurenson family - 
along with many other generous contributions and sponsors – the 
project transformed into a “world-class pirate ship”.

“When the idea to turn it into a pirate ship was first raised, 
about two years ago, I 
just thought it was the 
silliest idea,” said Peggy 
Frew.

“I didn’t see how we 
could do it but Paul 
donated it to us and it’s 
happening. It really is 
one of a kind.”

Park Trustee Dave 
Sco t t  sa id  he  was 
thrilled to see the reac-
tion to the facility.

“What a great sight 
after the ribbon cutting,” 
said Dave.

“To see the stamped-
ing of kids surging for-
ward to board the pirate 
ship – that was my high-
light of the day”

Ruapehu’s mayor 
Weston Kirton said the 
new attraction would 
further cement Carrot-
land Adventure Park as 
a must-visit destination 

for families across the country.
“The Ohakune Carrotland Adventure Park is already one of 

the most distinctive and loved playgrounds in New Zealand,” 
said Kirton.

“The addition of the Pirate Ship is going to take the experience 
to another level.

“You could see from the huge turnout on Saturday just how 
much this park means to both locals and visitors. It was a great 
day for pirates of all ages.”

From Page 7

Children ‘pirates’ storm the HMS Laurenson on the ship’s launch day in November. Photo: Glyn Hubbard.
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Tongariro huts overcrowding gone

Overcrowding is a thing of the past now all Tongariro National 
Park huts are on the Department of Conservation booking system, 
says Stu Smith, Tongariro principal ranger heritage and visitors.

Instead of people sleeping on every surface when too many 
people arrive, visitors will know they have a secured bed for the 
night after a day naturing in the national park.

Bookings will also ensure the right fees are paid, helping DOC 
maintain huts for their continued use.

Smith says the change will bring certainty for visitors.
“Some people love a last-minute mission into Tongariro Na-

tional Park, but it’s never fun if you end up with 30 other people 
stacked in like sardines, or you’re forced to sleep outside in the 
rain without a tent.

“With booking, you can still be spontaneous and book last-minute, 

but booking in advance will ensure you don’t miss out altogether.
“Your booking is adjustable and it also means we can contact 

you if changes in track or weather conditions might affect your 
plans,” Stu says.

Backcountry huts are always unlocked and available as emer-
gency shelter to those who need it.

Any huts currently in the Backcountry Hut Pass will continue 
to be included, with users able to make a booking online with 
the relevant pass.

Bookings for these facilities opened on 4 December for stays 
beginning from Friday 5 December.

Bookable huts in Tongariro National Park: Blyth, Mangaehu-
ehu, Mangaturuturu, Rangipo, Whakapapaiti, Waihohonu and 
Mangatepopo, at bookings.doc.govt.nz/web/

DOC claims that adding all Tongariro National Park huts, including Waihohonu, to its booking system makes overcrowding a 
thing of the past.
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Residential / Lifestyle / Commercial / Rural

Jenny   Dekker

Jenny Dekker  |  027 455 5674  | jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz
BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

RUAPEHU LOYAL

Discover the secret to real estate success in the Ruapehu region, with a
professional who is not just knowledgeable, but genuinely Ruapehu loyal. 

Whether you are looking to buy or sell, Jenny’s passion for real estate shines
through in every transaction, setting her apart as a recognised powerhouse in
real estate. 

As a local for over 30 years and a deep connection to the heart of the Waimarino
district, Jenny is the trusted name in the business. Renowned for her honesty,
integrity, and unmatched negotiation skills, she’s the award-winning agent you
need on your side.

Get naturing with Mahi Aroha
From art auction to overnight jetboat hikoi – the Central 

North Island summer programme will connect people to nature 
in January 2026.

Mahi Aroha – a collaboration between community group 
Project Tongariro and the Department of Conservation invites 
visitors and locals to get naturing this summer with 30 trips on 
offer across the region.

Project Tongariro chief executive Kiri Te Wano says the pro-
gramme has a variety of options thanks to community groups 
across the region.

“It’s a collaborative effort; we all love this area and want to 
share it with others.

“New offerings this summer include an art auction, a presenta-
tion on invasive gold clams and an awesome opportunity to enjoy 
an overnight hikoi via jetboat on the Whanganui River.

“And we still have some of the old family-favourites like 
trap-building workshops, nature-art, and of course, tramping!”

Popular events such as heli-hikes and tours at Wairakei Golf 
+ Sanctuary fill up quickly each year. Early booking is recom-
mended.

DOC community ranger/project lead Charlotte Fletcher says 
Mahi Aroha provides an ideal opportunity to enjoy nature with 
friends and whānau.

“Mahi Aroha provides so many fun ways to explore, protect, 
and enjoy nature, so check out the calendar online and get natur-
ing this summer!”

Some activities are free, and some carry a charge to cover 
operating costs for the trip.

Book your adventure at: www.tongariro.org.nz/mahi-aroha

Stunning views on the Mount Tihia trip. Photo: NZ Pocket Guide www.nzpocketguide.com
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Ohakune 62-68 Goldfinch Street

3,753sqm 4 2

Price by Negotiation

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Exceptional opportunity

Discover this rare and exceptional opportunity in the heart of Ohakune! This expansive property

spans four individual titles offering a great opportunity for developers, investors or those seeking a

spacious property. The warm and inviting three-bedroom home is ideal for family living with plenty of

room to relax and grow. A separate sleep out provides extra space for guests, a home office or

teenager’s retreat while the large garage ensures ample space for storage. A large internal drying

room is a bonus feature of this home. Currently, the property is used as a successful Airbnb for current

absentee owners. Set on a generous 3,753sqm (more or less), this property boasting magical

mountain views and a picturesque stream offers multiple possibilities.

bayleys.co.nz/2900764

George’s War: survival, memory and 
legacy from World War Two

A powerful new installation, 
George’s War, is on display at 
the National Army Museum 
in Waiouru, bringing to light 
the remarkable and harrowing 
journey of New Zealand sol-
dier George William Heydon, 
who endured more than four 
years as a prisoner of war dur-
ing World War II.

The exhibition, created by 
his daughter Sue Heydon, is 
the culmination of extensive 
research over six years start-
ing in 2019. Drawing from 
archives across New Zealand, 
Britain, Germany, Greece and 
Austria, together with visits 
to his former POW camps in 
Austria and Slovenia, the in-
stallation explores both the his-
torical context and the deeply 
personal cost of war.

“This installation is my 
attempt to understand how 
it was for him to experience 
this level of deprivation for so Sue Heydon at the opening of her exhibition about her father.



Ruapehu Summertime Bulletin December 2025 • 13

Ohakune 61 Matai Street

3 1 1 1

Asking Price $365,000

Kay Blaney027 480 8845

kay.blaney@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Charming cedar chalet

Nestled in a private setting within the

popular Turoa Alpine Village, this two-

storey cedar board chalet offers warmth,

comfort, and character. Featuring three

bedrooms and one bathroom, the home

is ideal for mountain getaways or full-

time living. The property is being sold

with most of the furniture included.

bayleys.co.nz/2900803

long,” Sue said. 
“George rarely talked about what he had 

experienced, perhaps reluctant to bring 
into the daylight events which haunted 
him in his dreams. He died on 17 February 
1963, as a result of his experiences, when 
I was ten.”

George William Heydon enlisted on 27 
June 1940, despite being deaf in one ear. 
He married in November of that year be-
fore departing New Zealand in December 
with the 20th Battalion. By early 1941, 
George and his division were deployed to 
Greece. Vastly outnumbered, the Allies 
fell back under German assault and on 
29 April 1941, George was among 7000 
captured at Kalamata.

He spent four years and four days as a 
prisoner of war under German command, 
enduring hunger, exhaustion, disease, and 
the daily threat of death. Liberated in 1945, 
George returned to New Zealand that Sep-
tember to reunite with his wife and begin a 
quieter life in Kaiteriteri, Nelson. He died 
in 1963, his health permanently damaged 
by his wartime experiences.

The display features a series of frames, 
each space carrying a burnt matchstick, 
each one representing a day in captiv-

ity – four years and four days. The clear 
plastic frames are lit from above, casting 
shadows on the wall, reminiscent of prison 
windows. The exhibition also features a 
line of boxes of soil – each one collected 
by Sue from the sites of the prisoner of war 

camps. It also features a slide show display 
of photos of the prisoners through the War.

George’s War is on display at the Na-
tional Army Museum until May next year. 
For more details see www.armymuseum.
co.nz.

George’s War: survival, memory and legacy

Burnt matchsticks represent the days that George Heydon spent in prisoner of war
camps in Sue’s exhibition at the National Army Museum.
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National Park 7B Kirk Street

1 1 1 1

Asking Price $325,000

Kay Blaney027 480 8845

kay.blaney@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Cottage escape

Nestled in a peaceful, private setting and

surrounded by native plantings, this

delightful one-bedroom cottage offers

the perfect retreat in the heart of

Waimarino. The open-plan living area is

light and is heated by an efficient heat

pump for year-round comfort. This Kirk

Street cottage is one you should view!

bayleys.co.nz/2900811

Angling for summer in Ruapehu 
Rivers and streams in the Ruapehu District support some of the 

most productive trout fisheries in the region and locals and visitors 
alike have some great fishing right on their doorstep, says Allen 
Stancliff, senior field officer for Fish and Game New Zealand .
Fish the Manganui o Te Ao

Granted a National Water Conservation Order in 1989, the 
Manganui o Te Ao River near Raetihi supports a nationally sig-
nificant fishery for brown and rainbow trout. These trout average 
1.6kg, though some fish reach 4kg or more. 

“The river is also notable for its outstanding scenic values and 
whio (blue duck) population,” says Stancliff.

“Angling use is low by national standards – many anglers 
visiting this part of the world flock to the upper Whanganui and 
Whakapapa Rivers yet overlook the Manganui o Te Ao, which 
provides a similar though much less utilised experience.”

Consequently, there are always easy to access, undisturbed 

fishing spots to be found. The defined sequence of deep pools, 
runs and rapids creates a diversity of fishing water, which caters 
for all angling methods and levels of skill and a feature of the 
river is the evening rise, which occurs on calm, mild evenings 
throughout spring and summer. 

In the middle reaches, the river can be accessed from a pleas-
ant campsite at Ruatiti Domain. Access to much of the rest of 
the river requires landowner permission – contact details are in 
the Ruapehu Fisheries section on the Fish & Game website, but 
phone before you drop into the valley as there is no coverage 
close to the river.
Retaruke River

This Whanganui River tributary rising west of Raurimu 
contains a mixed population of brown and rainbow trout. At its 
best, the upper reaches are a delightful backcountry fishery that 
provides extensive fly-fishing water and is accessible from Oio 
Road (off SH4 just south of Owhango) and Upper Retaruke Road. 

The remaining 20km of the river down to the Whanganui junc-
tion is larger and more tannin-stained, and best suited to spinning. 
Access to the lower river is via Oio Road down to Whakahoro. 

For more information on local fishing opportunities go to 
https://fishandgame.org.nz and click on Fishing / Where to Fish 
/ Regional info  / Taranaki  / Ruapehu Fisheries 

Anglers are reminded that they need a current fishing licence, 
available online via the Fish & Game website or from local 
sports shops.
Mangawhero River

Flowing through Ohakune, the upper Mangawhero River 
contains a good population of brown trout averaging 1.5kg and 
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often reaching 2kg or more. 
In December, fish can gorge 
on brown and green beetle, as 
well as mayfly nymphs and, 
later on, wasps under the wil-
low trees. As is common with 
most rivers in the area there is 
a good evening rise over spring 
and summer. 

Often trout can be seen sta-
tioned just under the surface 
under foam-lines or against 
overhanging or instream cover. 
If a small, unweighted nymph 
or emerger pattern can be cast 
close to them they will often 
readily take this. 

The 10km of river down-
stream from Ohakune is the 
most popular fishing reach and 
is characterised by gravelly 
rocky runs, pools and more 
placid willow-lined stretches. 
The Mangawhero River Walk-
way (Ayr Street carpark) gives 
access to some good pools 
within Ohakune. There is also 
access from the Mangawhero 
River Road and Pakihi Road. 

From the Team at Taranaki 
Fish & Game.

Angling for summer in Ruapehu 

...located in Ohakune, at the foothills of stunning Mt 
Ruapehu, in the centre of New Zealand’s North Island.

A superb facility offering accommodation for 50 people with 
excellent amenities featuring a drying room, spa pool, lounge 
and dining hall as well as full cooking facilities and a separate 
meeting hall. Venturelodge is an ideal venue for corporate team 
building and leisure pursuits and in summer,   is a fantastic base 
for visitors wanting to experience the many outdoor activities 
the region has to offer – canoeing on the Whanganui River, 
walking the Tongariro Crossing or in the surrounding national 
parks or mountain biking around the Ruapehu area.

Please contact Karen Laughton to book Venturelodge
134 Burns St, Ohakune
Phone 0275 385861  Email k.laughton@ags.school.nz

Venturelodge
 Local angler Paul Larsen with a wonderful Waimarino brown 
trout.
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It’s Ohakune’s 
original pizza 

place – and it’s 
still the best!

Open everyday 
from 4pm

6 Thames St, 
Ohakune

06-3858558

www.lapizzeria
ohakune.co.nz

Te Hangāruru extends 
Ruapehu cycle network

The long-awaited cycle and walking trail that will eventually 
connect Horopito to Waimarino (National Park village) has been 
heralded as a major milestone for the Mountains to Sea - Ngā 
Ara Tūhono Great Ride.

Over 50 excited riders of all ages waited patiently for the 
opening ceremony to conclude before setting off to be the first 
to experience the new trail section in June.

“This is our gift to the community for Matariki,” trail champion 
Lynley Twyman said at the Horopito trail head in the central 
North Island.

Twyman said Te Hangāruru, the new section of the Great Ride, 
was a vital piece of the vision to complete a 320km journey from 
Ruapehu maunga to the Tasman Sea.

“The trail honours the stories and abundance of this land and 
builds a legacy for future generations.”

Twyman said the Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono trail 
was one of New Zealand’s most diverse cycle trails, traversing 
dual World Heritage landscapes, native bush, alpine streams, 
the volcanic plateau, historic viaducts and the Whanganui River.

The 9km southern section of Te Hangāruru, from Horopito to 
Pōkākā Road, features two new suspension bridges, including a 
30m bridge over the Mangaturuturu River, a dramatic waterfall 
and a heritage tramway.

The 9km northern section follows part of the restored Marton 

Sash & Door tramway.
The final section of the trail – awaiting funding for construction 

– includes a 225m suspension bridge over the Makatote River.
The Mountains to Sea initiative is a collaboration between iwi, 

local government and the community.
A charitable trust that leads and supports work on the trail 

includes representatives from Ngāti Rangi, iwi collective Te 
Korowai o Wainuiārua, Ruapehu and Whanganui district councils, 
the Whanganui Māori regional tourism organisation, trail users 
and community leaders.

The newest section of the Mountains to Sea - Ngā Ara Tūhono 
Great Ride was opened in June. Photo, Mountains to Sea. 

Councillor Rabbit – your local Councillor Rabbit – your local 
Councillor - wishing you a safe Councillor - wishing you a safe 

and prosperous 2026!and prosperous 2026!
Always keen for a chat  – 

anything – anytime! 021 111 6514021 111 6514



Ruapehu Summertime Bulletin December 2025 • 17

Ohakune 5 Conway Street

741sqm 3 1 1

Asking Price $365,000

Kay Blaney 027 480 8845

kay.blaney@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

1910's era villa

If you are looking for a spacious family

home or the perfect holiday retreat, this

three-bedroom villa is awaiting new

owners. Built in the 1910s, this character-

filled property is nestled on a generous

741sqm (more or less) section. This

property will be sold furnished, making

moving in stress-free.

bayleys.co.nz/2900755

Ohakune 26 Moore Street

1,315sqm 2 1 1

Asking Price $425,000

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Moore mountain retreat

Set on a flat, generous 1,315sqm (more or

less) section, this welcoming chalet is just

a short stroll from the Mangawhero River,

shops, cafés and restaurants. The open-

plan kitchen, dining and living area forms

the heart of the home, with a

woodburner for warmth, and an upstairs

area that can sleep four additional

guests.

bayleys.co.nz/2900819

“Te Hangāruru is a tangible 
expression of partnership,” Te 
Korowai o Wainuiārua chair 
Aiden Gilbert said.

The name Te Hangāruru was 
gifted to the trail by Uenuku, 
one of three iwi represented by 
Te Korowai o Wainuiārua.

It refers to the native forest 
– traditionally a place of abun-
dance for local Māori.

“The name Te Hangāruru re-
calls a time when the skies of the 
Waimarino forest were dark with 
birds such as kākā,” Gilbert said.

“It was a place where tangata 
whenua gathered kai and lived in 
harmony with the taiao.”

Gilbert said the trail winds 
through regenerating ngahere, 
past waterfalls and toward the 
proposed iwi-led Pōkākā alpine 
ecosanctuary.

“Through this trail, our people 
have opportunities to care for 
the land and to welcome visitors 
through manaakitanga. It’s part 
of a bigger journey, one where 
we walk together.”

Te Hangāruru extends network

After the opening in June, the first riders head off on the 9km southern section of Te 
Hangāruru, from Horopito to Pōkākā Road, which features two new suspension bridges. 
Photo, Mountains to Sea. 
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Ohakune 8 Cordyline Place

1,038sqm

Asking Price $235,000

Antony Greenfield 021 102 3594

antony.greenfield@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Prime time on

Cordyline

Here we have a beautiful flat 1,038sqm

(more or less) flat site in a quiet cul-de-

sac location, just waiting for your grand

design. From here you can enjoy the

clear views of Mount Ruapehu rising to

the north and appreciate the pretty stand

of native trees right in your own

backyard. Get in touch today.

bayleys.co.nz/2900660

Ohakune 17A and 17B Ti Kouka Place

1 1 1

Asking Price $365,000

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Chalet plus bonus

section

Escape to your alpine hideaway at 17A &

17B Ti Kouka Place, Ohakune. This classic

chalet features one bedroom plus a

mezzanine, open-plan living, and

seamless indoor-outdoor flow to a sunny

deck with a hot tub — perfect for relaxing

under the stars. This property also

includes a vacant section, offering future

potential.

bayleys.co.nz/2900833

A buyer’s Ruapehu property market 
After some tough years in the property market, local real 

estate agents are quietly positive about the market around the 
Ruapehu District.

In Ohakune, the market is still largely driven by people seeking 
holiday houses – commonly called chalets in the town.

Bayleys agent Jenny Dekker says the recent mortgage rates cuts 
and a predicted general improvement in the economy is seeing 
people more confident about buying.

At the time of writing, she had offers in play on properties 
for permanent residences, holiday homes and also some interest 
from investors.

Polly Ingles from Property Brokers said they are excited about 
where the Ohakune and Raetihi markets are heading.  

“It has been a hard couple of years with property values drop-
ping and extended time on the market when selling, but things 
are starting to look brighter. Recently we have found the prices 
to be holding, indicating a turning point in the market. 

“Overall enquiry levels are on the rise with buyers looking 
to invest in holiday homes and also to move to the area on a 
full-time basis. 

“We have also seen an uptake in first home buyers which are 
looking to capitalize on the value the area possesses, along with 
the lowering of interest rates purchasing a home in the Ruapehu 
is very affordable compared to the main centers. 

“The continuing investment in cycle and hiking trails, increased 
activity up the mountain and great hospitality the area offers also 
have attracted those buyers looking for base to live or holiday. 

“We are enjoying seeing all the new faces around town and see 
2026 as an exciting year for the area in Real estate and the region.

“Although it generally gets a little quiet just before Christmas, 
once Boxing Day has come around, visitors to the area will 
ramp up. 

“We enjoy introducing buyers to our range of properties and 
helping them see what a fabulous location this is to invest in – 
there’s always something that will suit their budget.”
A bonus

Emphasising the view that first-time buyers have better op-
portunities, back in October, One Roof reported on a newlywed 
couple who couldn’t believe their luck when they found a property 
of their dreams in Ohakune.

The article, perhaps with a bit of hyperbole, claimed that “first-
time buyers rescue ski town from the brink collapse”.

Buyers were enjoying the benefits of a $100,000 fall in 
Ohakune house prices.

Local buyers had almost disappeared from the market since 
the start of the slump. Last year’s high-profile mill closures put 
the squeeze on the local economy and curbed any remaining 
appetite to buy.

Both Property Brokers and Bayleys said that the WPI pulp mill 
closure – probably the biggest employer in the area – didn’t have 
as big an effect as expected.

There were definitely sales of residential properties as people 
had to leave town to find work, but nowhere near as many as 
predicted.

Dekker said in October that she had sold five properties to 
first-home buyers, telling OneRoof that there was a steady trickle 
of locals returning to the district.

Turn to Page 22
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        www.kuneshuttles.co.nz       022 5831292         www.vertigoclimbing.co.nz           020 4093 4109
        27 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune

        www.vertigoclimbing.co.nz        www.vertigoclimbing.co.nz

Open 7 Days
8am - 6pm

Kune Shuttles & Bike Hire NO EXPERIENCE?
NO WORRIES!

VERTIGO
CLIMBING GYM

IS FOR
EVERYONE

Summer Holidays & Easter Holidays

www.vertigoclimbing.co.nz

27 Goldfinch Street,Ohakune

Old Coach Road  
Te Hangāruru

Te Ara Mangawhero

Open 7 Days
10am - 6pm

Bridge to Nowhere

Open 7 Days
8am - 6pm

Kune Shuttles & Bike HireKune Shuttles & Bike Hire

Te HangāruruTe Hangāruru

Te Ara Mangawhero

Open 7 Days

Old Coach RoadOld Coach RoadOld Coach RoadOld Coach Road  
Te HangāruruTe HangāruruTe Hangāruru

Te Ara MangawheroTe Ara Mangawhero

Bridge to NowhereBridge to NowhereBridge to NowhereBridge to Nowhere

        
                       Summer Holidays & Easter Holidays        Summer Holidays & Easter Holidays        Summer Holidays & Easter Holidays

ADVERTORIAL

Biking and 
climbing 
back under 
one roof

Max at Kune Bikes has knocked a hole in the wall 
and reunited mountain biking and indoor climbing 
after four years of being run as separate businesses.

Max Carling-Currin has operated Kune Shuttles & 
Bike Hire, with 120 mountain bikes and 24 e-bikes. 
He takes a lot of pride in his rental fleet – every bike 
is cleaned, checked and serviced after each ride and 
the whole fleet has been renewed since Max took over. 

His shuttles take riders to Ruapehu’s classic trails: 
the Ohakune Old Coach Road with its viaducts and lush 
native forest, the epic 36km backcountry Mangapurua 
Track including the Bridge to Nowhere and Jet Boat 
transfer and of course the famous 17km, 1000m vol-
canic descent down the Ohakune Mountain Road from 
Tūroa, including the beautiful Te Ara Mangawhero 
trail section.

Next door to the bike shop is Vertigo Climbing, 
owned by his old flatmate Jeremy Hamer. The two 

Turn to Page 20
Max Carling-Currin, at left, and Jeremy Hamer up the wall in Ohakune’s 
climbing gym – back under one roof with bike hire and shuttles.
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60 Thames St, Ohakune 
T: 06 385 8797

www.stationlodge.co.nz
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56 Clyde Street, Ohakune

COFFEE SWEET TREATS PANINIS

@nookohakune

lived together and spend their free time out in the hills, on the 
slopes and riding the trails around Ruapehu. Both cut their teeth 
working for the previous owner Mike Fraser at SLR, so bringing 
the businesses back together was a no-brainer. 

Max enjoys climbing indoors and out: he was part of the team 
who built the indoor climbing wall at Blue Mountain Adventure 
Centre in Raurimu and has helped in the Vertigo Climbing wall 
over the last 14 years. 

For all the friends and fans of Jeremy, don’t worry – Jeremy is 
staying on through the summer holiday season to train the team, 
help with both climbing and bikes and will be staying in Ohakune. 
This move opens the door for new adventures and pathways for 
him to continue to develop skills and take on new challenges.

The gym will be open seven days during school holidays 
10am - 6pm with sessions running on the hour. Kids go wild on 
the Clip ‘n Climb walls and there are challenges for everyone 
with no climbing or rope experience needed due to the automatic 
Trublue belay system.

“Summer is really starting to take off with bikes, winter is busy 
with climbing,” Max says. “Now we’ve got both, rain or shine.” 

One door in Ohakune now covers shuttles, bikes and climbing 
including a wealth of local knowledge. 

“Swing by and say hi – we would love to see ya!”

Biking and 
climbing back 
under one roof
From Page 19
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Ohakune 99 Clyde Street

3 1 2

Asking Price $375,000

Antony Greenfield021 102 3594

antony.greenfield@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Clyde Street cutie

Step back from the street and back in

time with this picture book cottage in the

heart of Ohakune. Sitting behind a white

picket fence with its bullnose verandah

and red front door, you'll feel at home

before you even step inside. This

cherished family holiday home is looking

for its next loving owner. Could that be

you?

bayleys.co.nz/2900836

    

Scan QR code for Menu, Website, 
Instagram and more...

49 Clyde St, Ohakune I Open from 11am till late 

Burger I Chips I Fish I Toasty I Coffee I Soda I Soft 
Serve I Cookies I Kids Menu I Takeaway - Dine-in

The Double Burger Ghost Chips

Cookie DoughnutLoaded Fries

The Fish

The Cubano Toasty

Done properly.
No shortcuts.
No mucking around.Kiwi Classics

ADVERTORIAL

Meet the makers – the Rush story
“My old man ran McDonald’s for 

over 35 years, so you could say I was 
born into the game,” says Hungry 
Rush proprietor Angus Rush.

“There’s even a photo of me at 10 
months old, chilling in the bath with 
a McD’s paper hat on!” 

By eight he was already flipping 
patties and racking fries.

Wife Sara – award-winning barista 
– and he spent 15-plus years at Mac-
cas, both in franchise and corporate, 
before shifting gears into Kiwi hospo. 

“I became GM of Lone Star NZ and 
later, Mum, Dad, Sara and I bought 
Lone Star in Whangārei. We grew it, 
smashed it, and after selling up, we 
knew one thing: it was time to do our 
own thing.”

That’s how The Hungry Rush was 
born. It started in Whangārei as a full-blown food truck passion 
project, a place where they brought together the best Kiwi classic 
food, “done properly, no shortcuts. no mucking around”.

“Then life throws you a curveball and next thing you know 
you are packaging up and in four weeks we moved the whole 
family to Ohakune. What a trip!

“The special thing about this move is we are coming home 
to a place that the Rush family have been since the early 1900s. 
From farmers in Raetihi, who worked on the ‘Bridge To No-

where’ and owning a local bicycle shop … it’s time to continue 
the family legacy.

“So now, The Hungry Rush has found its new home in 
Ohakune. Fresh mountain air, good people, and plenty of hungry 
bellies to feed. 

“Our mission hasn’t changed: we’re here to serve up the food 
we all grew up on, the way it’s meant to be … fresh, New Zealand 
local, handmade and straight-up delicious. 

“So pull up, grab a feed, and dig in! We got you.”

Sara and Angus Rush: ready with a feed for you.
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A buyer’s Ruapehu property market 
“Buyers are out there,” she said. “They are being very mindful 

of what they pay because of the employment and the conditions 
of living here. But if they buy, they’re usually getting a very nice 
house and a great lifestyle to go with it.”

At the height of the market, first-home buyers weren’t even 
competing, said Dekker. 

“About eight years ago, I was selling properties to young local 
families, but not after prices started to rise.”

The October OneRoof figures showed the average property in 
Ohakune has tumbled by 21% (-$128,000) in the last three years 
to $469,000, with the majority of the properties for sale in the 
town now sitting in an affordable price bracket.

Dekker had sold a four-bedroom home with award-winning 
gardens on Arawa Street to newlyweds Allayne Wallace, 36, and 
Kahl Elers-Green, 29.

The first-time buyers, who are from the local Te Ātihaunui-a-
Pāpārangi iwi, couldn’t believe their luck when their offer was 
accepted.

“For Kahl, this is a dream,” Wallace told OneRoof. “I’m a 
bit older, so I knew this was going to happen. When we got ap-
proved, it was like, ‘Wow, we’re approved to buy a home. This 
is amazing!’”

The couple had started saving for their deposit in 2021, which 
was a daunting time to consider buying a home in Ohakune. They 
initially planned to build a home on family land, whilst living with 
Wallace’s parents, but family events forced them to change tack.

Even though they faced a steeper climb, the couple were un-
deterred, and by the start of this year, they had enough saved to 
get finance approval. 

Their first offer on a home was declined, but their second at-
tempt landed them the keys to Arawa Street. Wallace said that she 
was keen to share their story with other first-time buyers “because 

From Page 18
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Enjoy your own private 
open air hot tub at the 

foothills of Mt Ruapehu. 

The crackle and smell of 
the wood fired hot tub 

will surely relax you after 
your day's activity in and 

around Tongariro National 
Park.

ohakunehottubs.co.nz    

I do see some stressful stories” on social media. 
“We’ve been very blessed. The whole process has been very 

enjoyable. Even when we put in an offer on the first house and 
it didn’t work out, we knew we’d get there, and we did.

“We found a beautiful home within our price range. We were 
like, ‘Oh my God, what a bonus.’ We feel incredibly blessed.”
Redundancy

Dekker said recent problems in the nearby ski fields had led to 
a decline in investor buyers, but the mill closures hadn’t had the 
disastrous effect on the market that some had expected. 

“Some of those families got their redundancy and stayed on.”

She said people were starting to feel more confident in the 
town. “I have a young couple moving to Raetihi from Hawke’s 
Bay. She’s a local, he’s not, but he sold his family home and 
they’re moving here.

“I have another person who works for the iwi, bringing their 
family back to the land. They want to buy something with a river, 
so I have found them a river with a beautiful home.”

The agent highlighted several listings that were within first-
home buyer budgets, including a modern property at 45 Snow-
mass Drive, which has price expectations of mid-$500,000s, and 
33 Willow Lane, which has a price of $529,000.

A buyer’s Ruapehu property market 

First-home buyers – a newlywed couple – couldn’t believe their luck when they found they could afford this 4-bedroom prop-
erty in Ohakune.
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Phase II
HELP US MAKE THIS  
A REALITY! HEAD TO
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Due to be completed 
Autumn 2026

MIDDLE & RUATITI RD

OLD COACH ROAD

WHANGANUI

OHAKUNE

MARTON SASH
AND DOOR

TE HANGĀRURU
(MID SECTION UNDER CONSTRUCTION)

(PHASE II  
UNDER CONSTRUCTION)
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LENGTH

9.1km (one way)

18km (return)

DURATION

2-3 hrs (return)
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Please note: To access Uenuku Pines Mountain 
Bike Park, you must purchase a day license from 

Ruapehu MTB Club �rst �ruapehumt��n��

Discover more exciting sections of Mountains to Sea – 
Ngā Ara Tūhono. Over 300kms of connected trails from 
Ruapehu to Whanganui. Also check out our sister Great Ride 
– Timber Trail NZ.
Get detailed maps and information from the local 
isite or our Official Trail Partners, or download from 
mountainstosea.nz 19KM

UPOKONGARO TO 
THE TASMAN SEA

19KM
UPOKONGARO TO 
THE TASMAN SEA

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
Urban pathways navigate riders from the historic village 
of Upokongaro along the banks of the Whanganui River, 
through the heart of a historic and creative city and finally to 
the black-sand beaches where the Whanganui River meets 
the Tasman Sea. 

With an 800� year history of Te Ati Haunui-a-�aparangi 
occupation, the mouth of the Whanganui River has been 
home to iwi for hundreds of years. Whanganui was also an 
early destination for European settlers. The development of 
a bustling port and an expanding national rail network made 
Whanganui an important transport and trade hub from the 
late 19th century. 

�y 1�16, Whanganui was New �ealand’s fifth biggest city. 
The city’s heritage is still on display, with perfectly preserved 
Edwardian and Victorian architecture lining the main streets 
of the city. The Whanganui Regional Museum is home to 
a significant collection of taonga Māori. Two authentic 
riverboats still cruise the Whanganui River, and �urie Hill 
Tunnel and Elevator have been operating for more than one 
hundred years. 

Today, Whanganui is a thriving community, known for its 
vibrant creative scene, beautiful city centre and welcoming 
culture. Riders will find plenty of reasons to stop and stay 
awhile.

UPOKONGARO TO 
THE TASMAN SEA

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL 
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA 
OUR SHORT SURVEY.

There is a multiplicity of public art to discover on your route, which 
will intrigue and invite you to stop and consider. These include 
�alancing Act – �aniel �lifford (the pencils), Mountains to Sea – 
Mikel �urel �rowne, Kerry Mc�onnel and Ma� �ody, �rotection in 
Adversity – �oe Morrel, Moorings – �ete Nicholls, �earing (a great 
place to take an Insta shot of you and the river reflected in the 
stainless-steel surface) – �avid Mc�racken, Kererū – �aul �ibley, 
� Here My Train a �omin’ – �ritt �runkley. �or those inclined, there 
is a whole ��oastal Arts Trail� dedicated to arts. 

As you meander along Taup� �uay, make the most of what is on 
offer with a range of great cafes and artisan spots. If you’re here 
on a Saturday, the Whanganui River Markets are worth exploring, 
we think they’re one of the best markets in the country. Whanganui 
has been designated New �ealand’s �NES�� �ity of �esign, it is 
easy to see why when you explore the buildings and their unique 
architecture. 

�op off the trail up into �rews Ave with its outdoor seating and 
bohemian vibe, a wonderful place to chill for a while. The local 
isite is the place to discover more to explore in Whanganui. 
There is a trail map and a bike repair stand here. Whanganui’s 
main street, �ictoria Avenue, is up to your right, where you can 
enjoy boutique shopping along the picturesque hanging-basket-
lined avenue. This area is also home to �ooks �ardens athletics 
track (famous for �eter Snell’s record-breaking mile in 1�6�), an 
outdoor wooden velodrome (1995) replacing one built in the early 
1�30s, and the Royal Whanganui �pera House (18��). Records 
of cycling in Whanganui date back to the 1870s with locals racing 
and riding the aptly named boneshaker bikes! This area features 
great photo opportunities as you navigate among the murals. �lan 
time to explore the city centre, there’s much to see and many arts 
opportunities to engage with. 

This is also a great time to detour across the �ity �ridge, walk 
(or ride) the �13m tunnel and take a ride on the historic �urie Hill 
Elevator. Built in 1919, it’s New Zealand’s only underground public 
transport elevator and operates daily. At the lookout you’ll see one 
of the best views of Whanganui, overlooking the awa and the city 
with views to Mt Taranaki and Mt Ruapehu. 

HIGHLIGHTS
Coastal ride along the 
Whanganui River 

Untamed Tasman Sea 
coast with black sand 
beaches

Whanganui – New 
Zealand’s only UNESCO 
City of Design

Quirky cafes and eateries

Whanganui River Markets 
(Every Saturday)

Historic riverboats 

Durie Hill Tunnel and 
Underground Elevator

Stunning street art  
and galleries

� stunning, mostl� �at ride along the awa� �isco�er 
�hanganui�s special moments in histor�, creati�e 
expressions and more, culminating in the awe 
inspiring �and sometimes tempestuous� �asman 
�ea, where the awa�s �ourne� �rom the maunga to
the moana �nall� concludes�
Starting in the village of Upokongaro, where riverboats ply their 
trade taking passengers (and sometimes bikes) to and from the 
city of Whanganui, as they have done for over a century. This is 
a fabulous place to stop and grab a coffee and a bite to eat or 
try a gin-crafting workshop at �apaiti �in distillery. Also consider 
e�ploring the purpose-built mountain bike tracks at That �lace 
Mountain �ike �ark (1�km upstream from �pokongaro). 

Head south towards the pedestrian/cycling bridge. �ollow the 
path over the SH4 bridge and take a sharp left under the road 
and up on to the �pokongaro bridge. �onnecting Aramoho and 
Upokongaro, this bridge has connected the communities and 
enhanced the active habits of locals. Take a moment as you are 
suspended above the flowing waters to feel the mana of this 
special waterway.

�rom this point, the mostly concrete trail hugs the right-hand 
side of the river wending through the horticultural outskirts of the 
city. Mixing old and new; from the birthplace of New Zealand’s 
kiwifruit industry (the Hayward variety was developed and grown 
here); the suburbs of the city open around you as you head past 
the Whanganui Top 10 holiday park, and Te Ao Hou marae. The 
Hylton Mountain �ike �ark is up in the hills on your right. �n 
your left you will pass the Aramoho Whanganui Rowing �lub 
followed by the railway bridge. The next landmark is an old Bailey 
Bridge (known as Dublin St Bridge). There is an underpass at this 
bridge, so you don’t have to brave the busy roundabout. On a 
clear day, if you look to your left there are spectacular views of 
Mt Ruapehu, a satisfying reminder of where the Mountains to Sea 
journey commences. �assing the historic and culturally significant 
�ākaitore – Moutoa �ardens you’ll soon arrive at the pier where 
the riverboats dock. 

TRAIL ROUTE
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�ack on to the trail, ducking under the �ity �ridge (keep an eye 
out for the fountain that flows alongside) you’ll head towards the 
traditional fishing and industrial zones of the city. Stop and take 
your picture beside the leaning upturned train constructed entirely 
of locally fired bricks. 

The river widens and changes through this section as the fresh 
water from the mountains starts to mix with the salty brine of the 
Tasman Sea. A visit to Whanganui is not complete without taking 
in the structural remnants of old wharves, driftwood and the ever-
changing patterns on the riverbanks. 

Keep an eye out for the Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono 
km markers en route as it can be easy to become distracted by 
everything around you. 

High on the stop banks, you’ll pass the industrial heart of the
city including just down the road �acific Helmets, New �ealand’s 
world-renown safety helmet designers. Keep a close eye on the 
trail markers as you skirt around �-West (prominent for producing 
large aluminium boats and ferries). 

Soon your wheels will be rolling through the ubiquitous black 
sands of the North Island’s west coast. The North Mole (another 
name for a breakwater) stretches out into the Tasman protecting, 
the harbour and providing a haven for fishing and surfing. This 
area is undergoing restoration as part of the Te �ūwaha port 
redevelopment project. 

�reathe in the fresh air and reflect on your journey. Look west 
towards Mt Taranaki, south to Kāpiti Island and northeast towards 
Mt Ruapehu. �elebrate with your own driftwood creation on the 
beach and then continue to e�plore the area of �astlecliff’s village 
with its surf club, playgrounds, and café.

#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZmountainstosea.nz

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: HELP SPREAD THE WORD
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OUR SHORT SURVEY.
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Te Awa o Whanganui holds deep significance 
to Whanganui iwi, who have a saying, �Ko au te 
awa, ko te awa ko au’, which translates as �I am 
the river, and the river is Me.’ This e�presses the 
intrinsic and unbreakable ties that bind the people 
to the river – a living being from mountains to sea.

In �017, this connection was officially recognised 
in the passing of Te Awa Tupua, a government 
Act according the river the same rights as a  
living person.

“E rere kau mai te Awa nui, mai i te Kāhui 
Maunga ki Tangaroa.

Ko au te Awa, ko te Awa ko au”

“The river flows from the mountains to the sea. 
I am the river and the river is me.”

#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZmountainstosea.nz

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: HELP SPREAD THE WORD

Please respect all marae and urupā 
(cemeteries); permission is required 
to visit these treasured places.

50.5 kmKeep an eye out for the Shell Rock �liffs, layers of 
fossilised oyster shells revealing the secret that this land used to 
be submerged under the ocean.

53 kmTwo old pā (fortified village) sites – Parikino and 
Pungarehu (56km) – signal the end of the undulating sections. 
�arikino was originally located on the other side of the river, but – 
as with many of the pā and marae – the opening of the river road 
saw a gradual shift to the river’s true left. 

59 kmAramoana Hill, also known as �entle Annie, is the 
toughest climb on the road but rewards you with a fantastic vista 
of the river valley, �ungarehu and Mt Ruapehu.
The descent down the other side reaches the junction of 
Whanganui River Road and State Highway 4. Take care crossing 
this junction and head right.

65 kmUpokongaro (is a welcome refreshment stop. �ormerly 
an important ferry crossing and riverboat stop, it now sports a 
dedicated cycling bridge spanning the Whanganui River.
Stop for a moment to take in the story panels sharing more of  
our special history.
The trail continues along the opposite side of the river to the
historic and arty city of Whanganui and the end of the Mountains 
to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono.

22 kmKawana Flour Mill was built in 1854. It is the last 
remaining flour mill on the Whanganui River and the only remaining 
e�ample of 1850s mill machinery in New �ealand. The rebuilt, 
water-powered mill features the original waterwheel and grinding 
stones. The restored, colonial-style miller’s cottage can also be 
seen. �pen 7 days, just head in through the gate.

22.8 kmMatahiwi is the hub of a small farming community. 
The schoolhouse here was transported by riverboat from �arinui, 
nearly 50km upriver, in 1��3. Today it is houses Matahiwi �allery 
�af�, an e�cellent stop for coffee and home-baked goodies. This 
is the only refreshment stop on the River Road and also offers 
accommodation options. �heck website – open summer season 
only.

30 kmThe road undulates onward to Koriniti, the site of a 
small but stunning marae featuring two traditional wharenui and 
a small museum. This is a popular stop for cultural tours and 
overnight stays, which must be booked in advance. A further 
500m downstream is the truly unique Flying Fox accommodation, 
reached via an aerial cable across the river.

36 km Tunnel culvert. Hand dug by local roadworkers through 
the papa to divert the stream and prevent flooding. Now home to 
glow worms and stunning ferns.

40.5 kmOtumaire DOC campsite.

41.2 km�n the far bank of the river, historic Hut was built in the 
1��0’s by Thomas �. �ownes, the original River �oreman, on the 
former kāinga (settlement) site known as �ukupuku. 

43 kmĀtene/Athens was named after the �reek capital by 
the missionary Reverend Richard Taylor. Look out for the small 
meeting house, constructed in 1886. It’s also the starting point for 
the Ātene Skyline Walk (4�.5km). The full tramp takes 6–8-hours 
and rises to a height of 57�m offering outstanding views. The 
first section is known as the Ātene Viewpoint Walk and takes  
� hours return.

HIGHLIGHTS
Whanganui National Park  
& River Scenery.

Connection to the Awa and 
its people.

St Joseph’s Convent at 
H��������������������

Kawana Flour Mill.

Matahiwi  
Gallery Cafe.

Beautifully Carved  
Marae Whare.

Stunning papa  
geological features.

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
�or more than ��� �ears, ��ori ha�e li�ed 
alongside the �hanganui �i�er, �uilding marae 
and ��inga ��illages�, culti�ating sheltered ri�er 
terraces and engaging with the �orests�

Numerous marae still e�ist along the river, and the river 
is home to many descendants of the original inhabitants. 
European settlers followed in search of a new life in New 
�ealand and opportunities and in the late 1800s and 
early 1�00s the river became a major visitor attraction, 
with people enjoying leisurely river boat cruises. The 
Whanganui River became internationally known as the 
�Rhine of New �ealand.’

The Whanganui River Road was constructed in 1�34, 
after taking 30 years to build. The building of the road 
changed the river communities forever with many marae 
and important sites desecrated in the process. Prior to 
construction access to settlements was by river, but with 
the changes many settlements moved across the river 
(away from the sun), changing our history forever. 

Take your time along this special place.

�he �� �m �ourne� is �ust as wonder�ul in either 
direction� �ere we guide �ou �rom inland to sea, 
starting at the remote ri�erside settlement o� 
�ipiri�i, gatewa� to the upper �hanganui �i�er and 
�hanganui �ational �ar�, and the ma�or landing 
point �or canoe and �et �oat trips�
�efore setting off from �ipiriki, take time to read the 
large information panel recounting the area’s rich 
Māori and European history. It’s a good introduction 
to the journey to come.

5 kmŌmorēhu Waterfall lookout is a fine e�ample of the 
many that cascade into the Whanganui River. The 1�0m climb to 
the lookout is well worth it for panoramic views of the river and 
forested Whanganui National Park. 

9.5 kmIt’s all downhill to Hiruhārama/Jerusalem, home to the 
century-old St �oseph’s church and convent where you can admire 
the church’s beautifully carved altar and kowhaiwhai panels, rela� 
in the serene rosary garden, and stay overnight in the original 
convent building.
A significant historic site, the mission was founded by Mother 
Suzanne Aubert (1835–1��6), whose influence is still felt strongly 
around the region today. She is also likely to be canonised as 
New �ealand’s first Saint. More stories surround another former 
Hiruhārama/�erusalem resident, the poet �ames K. �a�ter whose 
commune here closed soon after his death in 1�7�.

17 kmThe small island river of Moutoa can be seen from the 
road. This was the scene of a short and fierce battle in 1864. 
This helped establish a close bond between local iwi and 
European settlers.

19 kmRānana/London is one of the River Road’s larger 
settlements, and home to an historic �atholic church, school, and 
a beautiful marae – one of many that can be seen from the road.

TRAIL ROUTE
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Nurturing the Environment Back to Health

The Mangawhero Stream: Lifeblood of the Land

C������� S����������� �� N���� R����

Nau mai, rarau mai ra!

Discover a Historic Route

OUR STORY

TE ARA 
MANGAWHERO

TE ARA 
MANGAWHERO

12.9KM
TE ARA 

MANGAWHERO

12.9KM
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Breathtaking Views of Mt Ruapehu

Part of Tongariro National Park – A Dual World  
Heritage Site

Experience the Journey

HIGHLIGHTS CONNECTING MAPS:
OHAKUNE OLD COACH ROADSpectacular views of  

Mt Ruapehu

Guided stories of the 
������� �� N���� R����

Witness the regeneration 
of native bush and wildlife

Historical insight into the 
Bennett and Punch Bush 
Tramway

Discover the significance 
of the Dual World Heritage 
status of Tongariro 
National Park

This trail has been built as a partnership between Mountains 
to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono and Ngāti Rangi. Please head to 
mountainstosea.nz/support to make a difference.

TRAIL ROUTE
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Round the corner and along, take time to rest your legs at the 
Bush Camp picnic spot, nestled deep in the forest. Spare a 
thought for the pioneering road builders and their supper of 
cabbage soup and grog as you tuck into your muesli bar and 
peddle off on your fancy bike. (What on earth would they make of
us riding their road if they could see us today?)

It’s a steady climb to the highest part of the trail as expansive 
views of the Ohakune basin come into view. The payoff for that 
climb is 3kms of flowing downhill riding on a great surface along 
the remnants of the old, cobbled road through the bush, complete 
with interesting signs sharing stories and insights along the way. 
This section ends with a series of narrow winding corners with 
steep drop offs. (Take caution here). At the T junction, the track 
continues to the right, but make sure you turn left to visit the 
Hāpuawhenua Viaduct, which is only about 100 metres from the 
junction you will glimpse both the new and the old Hāpuawhenua 
Viaduct. The 414m-long new viaduct, opened in 1987 replaced the 
284m-long old viaduct. Bridging steep gullies on the railway route, 
this is a must-see for any visitor to the Ruapehu region. It’s a big 
moment when the viaduct comes into view and you arrive at its 
edge. Enjoy the return ride across the viaduct marvelling at how it 
was constructed (no fancy scaffolding or abseiling harnesses back 
in the early 1900’s). Straddling the Hāpuawhenua stream which 
holds cultural significance for local iwi, this viaduct also at one 
time hosted the first AJ Hackett Commercial Bungy site (1988 – 
to 1993). Started as a way to raise cash for their local business, 
it soon grew into a local must to activity. 
This is a return journey, do not use the scoria track underneath.

Heading towards Ohakune (and Marshalls Rd) the trail 
continues through the bush past huge rimu trees. Don’t miss the 
signpost signalling the must-do detour through the 200m-long 
Hāpuawhenua Tunnel, closed off at the end after the railway line 
was re-routed in 1987. A torch is handy here.

Enjoy the benefits of riding on the original sections of sett stones 
which test your suspension but provide a great all-weather 
surface. Stop at the panels detailing the original North Island Main 
trunk line surveying choices – fascinating planning in an age before 
satellites and computers.

Constructed in the 1880s this cobblestone 
road was well used by horse-drawn traffic until 
superseded by the adjacent railway in 1908. 
Overgrown and largely forgotten, the road was 
‘rediscovered’ by locals in 2002. Revived, it is 
now one of the most popular day rides in the 
area all year round and is replete with stories and 
information along its length.
Begin your adventure at the carpark and sign hub next to the North 
Island Main Trunk Line. Before you head off, consider taking some 
time visit the legendary car wreckers, Horopito Motors? More 
famously known as Smash Palace for its role in a cult 1981 movie 
of the same makes from great motor history reminiscing with photo 
opportunities galore.

Head down the hill and over the double fords, and along a gravel 
road that cuts through thriving rural horticulture and farmland.  
We live in a bountiful area.

The trail changes dramatically once you transition through the 
cycle gate and into Tongariro National Park. From the signposted 
start, the trail cuts through a pretty meadow and into the Tongariro 
National Park. The forest is lush and full of wonderful native flora 
including giant rimu, totara, feathery toetoe and various ferns,  
and the single-track crosses streams and bush full of birdsong 
along route.

After passing a stand of striking mountain tī kōuka (cabbage trees) 
and the ruins of Haeremarae Bridge, the trail crosses over the 
modern-day railway. A short ascent before you drop down and 
underneath the Taonui Viaduct.

This viaduct, and the Hāpuawhenua Viaduct further along the 
trail, are the only two remaining curved viaducts in the southern 
hemisphere. The twin viaducts were completed in 1907–8 despite 
terrible weather and the challenges of working with oversized 
Meccano using ridiculously dangerous ladders rather than 
scaffolding. Although half the size of Hāpuawhenua Viaduct, and 
in a state of poor repair, Taonui Viaduct is still an impressive sight.

TRAIL ROUTE
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After a short uphill, the trail down a long grassy hill to the grand 
Dilemma Lookout (read the story as to its name) and continue 
onto the old cobblestone road which winds down and around the 
foothills providing beautiful views of the hillocky Waimarino Plain. 
The trail pops out at Dodges Bridge (and the Marshall Rd carpark 
where there is more information on the trails foundation and 
history) before sidling alongside the road past the Rongokaupo 
wetland and the Ātihau farms.

Follow Marshalls Road then left into Old Station Road past  
Te Pepe Pump Track to reach the official trailhead at Ohakune 
Railway Station—a great opportunity for another photo stop! 
(And a fitting place to stop for a coffee, or head to one of the 
local bars for a refreshing beverage)

If you’re heading back into Ohakune, consider taking the 
Mangawhero Stream trail parallel to the road (entrance just 
before the road bridge).

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
The Ohakune Old Coach Road provided an all-weather road 
link for horse-drawn coaches carrying passengers and goods 
between the two railheads of the North Island main trunk 
line. Progress on the new main trunk line was slow due to the 
rugged landscape and so the road provided access until the 
railheads were finally linked in 1908.
The trail mostly follows the original route of a bridle track 
completed in 1886 and upgraded to a dray road in 1895. 
Between 1904 and 1906, it was paved with setts (rock pavers), 
giving it a durable, all-weather surface for heavy horse-drawn 
traffic. Completed in November 1906, at a point when the 
distance between the railheads was 39 km. The road remained 
unused from 1909 until 2005 when a group of locals started 
the process of reopening for walkers, and cyclists in 2010. 
(Some sections have been lost through deviation of the railway 
in 1987). The road can be considered a significant example 
of roading engineering heritage and the finest rural road 
constructed in New Zealand up to that time. Great historic 
significance for the period it was used as the link between the 
two ends railheads. The end of the road’s useful life froze it in 
time, and other than the natural deterioration it has undergone 
since its use stopped, it is in remarkably good condition.

ROUTE NOTES
•  The trail follows an archaeologically significant old, cobbled 

road, a mountain bike with good suspension is most suitable.
•  Grade 3 trail requiring a reasonable level of fitness and 

some off-road riding experience.
•  Trail may be ridden in both directions, although from 

Horopito to Ohakune is an overall drop of 170m. Another 
popular trip is to ride the return trip from Ohakune to the 
Hāpuawhenua viaduct.

Stunning sub alpine  
native forest.

Challenging and original 
cobbled road built of sett 
stones in the 1880’s.

Panoramic views of 
Mt Ruapehu, and the 
surrounding rural plans  
to the south.

Two historic railway 
viaducts including the  
H puawhenua viaduct, one 
of New Zealand’s oldest 
and tallest curved viaducts 
at 45m high and 245m long.

Great information panels 
connecting today with 
yesterday.

HIGHLIGHTS

MOUNTAINS TO SEA – 
ROUTE NOTES
If you are heading west on the Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara 
Tūhono route, then reverse the directions of the trail. Once you 
have arrived in Horopito, follow the signs that will take you a 
short distance back down the other side of the line, and around 
the back of the old Horopito School House to a safe crossing 
point for SH4 and onto the Middle Road section

Riders heading to the Last Spike will soon head left up Matapuna 
Road on the soon to be built Te Hangaruru link trail heading North 
towards the planned Pōkākā ecosanctuary.

OHAKUNE 
OLD COACH 
ROAD

KAIWHAKAUKA 
TRACKBlue Duck Station  

with native Whio, 
Kiwi and  
other natives.

Stunning podocarp forest 
and secret waterfalls.

Link to Mangapurua Track.

HIGHLIGHTS
Remote, rural valley  
packed with history.

View-filled climb.

Traditional farm heritage 
mixed with forward  
focused conservation  
and hospitality.

HISTORY & BACKGROUND

MANGAPURUA / 
KAIWHAKAUKA 
TRACK

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL 
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA 
OUR SHORT SURVEY.
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MANGAPURUA 
TRACK

HISTORY & BACKGROUND ROUTE NOTES

HIGHLIGHTS
Stunning papa geology.

National Park  
wilderness.

Bridge to Nowhere and 
the remnants of a failed 
post WWI settlement 
programme.

Remote farming valleys.

A place full of stories and 
nature vs. humankind.

Connection to the Whanganui 
River – NZ’s longest 
navigable river and legally 
protected as a living entity.

TRAIL ROUTE

TRAIL ROUTE

SUITED TO 
MOUNTAIN BIKES

NO CELL PHONE 
COVERAGE

BOOK 
JET BOAT

MANGAPURUA 
TRACK

36KM

KAIWHAKAUKA 
TRACK

17KM

CONNECTING MAPS:
MIDDLE & RUATITI ROADSOIO ROAD

WHANGANUI RIVER ROAD

MANGAPURUA / 
KAIWHAKAUKA 
TRACK

TE HANGĀRURU TE HANGĀRURU TE HANGĀRURU 

9.5KM9.5KM

TE HANGĀRURU 
TRAIL GUIDE
TE HANGĀRURU � A PLACE O� A�UNDANCE

TE HANGĀRURU

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL 
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA 
OUR SHORT SURVEY.

TE HANGĀRURU � A PLACE O� A�UNDANCE
OUR STOR�

TRAIL ROUTE

TE 
HANGĀRURU

CONSER�ATION IN ACTION

MARKET GARDEN HERITAGE

CORRIDORS O� CONNECTION

HIGHLIGHTS
C���� �������� ���������� 
and three suspension 
�������

M����� �� ����������� 
����� �� M� R������

E������ ������ �� H��������� 
������ ��� ������� �������

����� ��� ������ L��� S���� 
monument

R��� ������� ������������ 
�������� ��� ������ ����

 Travel through lands 
����� ��� �� T� K������ � 
���������� ���

TRAIL ROUTE

CULTURAL SIGNI�ICANCE

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: 
HELP SPREAD THE WORD

TAG US @M2SNZ

mountainstosea.nz

#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZmountainstosea.nz

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: HELP SPREAD THE WORD

CONNECTING MAPS:
MARTON SASH AND DOOR

EXPERIENCE TE HANGĀRURU

RUATITI CONNECTOR
OHAKUNE OLD COACH ROAD

TE HANGĀRURUHISTORY & BACKGROUND

�ARTON SASH 
AND DOOR

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL 
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA 
OUR SHORT SURVEY.

ROUTE NOTES

MARTON  
SASH & DOOR

MARTON  
SASH & DOOR

18KM18KM

TRAIL ROUTE

�ARTON 
SASH AND 
DOOR

ACKNO�LEDGE�ENTS�

HIGHLIGHTS
Spectacular views of 
��� C������ N���� I����� 
��������� �R������� 
Ngauruhoe and 
Hauhungatahi).

I������ �������� �� ��� 
regenerating podocarp 
forest with hidden secrets.

H������ �� ��� ����� 
�������� ����

R����� �� ��� ������ 
S��� ��� D��� ������� 
operations.

Traverse the escarpment 
which forms part of the 
R������ F���������

C������ �� ��� ������� 
of the North Island Main 
Trunk line – our freight 
�������

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: 
HELP SPREAD THE WORD

@M2SNZ

mountainstosea.nz

#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZmountainstosea.nz

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: HELP SPREAD THE WORD

CONNECTING �APS�
TE HANG�RURU
�UNDER CONSTRUCTION�

FISHERS 
TRACK

This trail is developed and maintained by 
the Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono 
�haritable Trust. �eedback and support
mountainstosea.nz/support

�ARTON SASH 
AND DOOR

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
Formed in 1896 to allow access to Retaruke and Kaitieke 
Valleys and later superseded as settlements developed to  
the North.
The trail was likely used by early European settles for horse 
coach traffic coming up from the Whanganui River at Wades 
Landing. In the early days prior to the railways, meat and 
wool were brought up through the valleys, and produce 
was backloaded back down. Once the railways arrived the 
entire transport network was reversed, and it’s use as a main 
transport throughfare was superseded.
In 2002, the local community group from National Park 
Village worked to re-open sections of the road initially to the 
Tupapakurua falls and then onwards. Now it is a key link in 
the northern part of the Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono 
adventure trail.

FISHERS 
TRACK

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL 
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA 
OUR SHORT SURVEY.

ROUTE NOTES
•  The trail is 37% gravel, 18% single track (grass) and 44% 

quiet sealed country lane.
•   The start point in the Waimarino Railway Station corner by the 

National Park Village Park and Ride.
•   Shuttles from the finish at Kaitieke may be pre-arranged for 

pick up. (Not recommended to ride the route back via Raurimu 
on SH4 – 50kms.) See mountainstosea.nz/organise.

Take time at the top to enjoy the views before blasting 6 kms 
down the “Public Road” grass single track through the 
bush encompassing line and rural landscapes. On a clear 
day, view all the North Island mountains, from Taranaki in 
the west to Ruapehu, Ngāuruhoe and Tongariro to the east.

Look out for the old stream fed horse trough carved out of 
the natural stone along the side of the track. (Around 2km 
after you head past the “Public Road” sign).

Coming out onto Kaitieke Road right next to the luxury 
Retaruke Lodge. Take a right turn onto Kaitieke Road and 
follow the gently descending (but undulating) road until you 
arrive at the War Memorial and a Horse Sculpture.  
(See inset).

•  This is the pick-up point for day rider shuttles. 

•  Heading for Whakahoro you will turn left and head 
towards Oio Rd (following the orange markers) to 
Retaruke Domain and onwards to Blue Duck Station.

Note:

The western end of the trail can become slippery after 
heavy rainfall and this area is exposed to snowfall during 
winter so check the forecast before you depart.

The track passes through sections of farmland, please 
do not deviate from the designated track. Please do not 
disturb stock and leave any gates as you find them.

HIGHLIGHTS
Epic views of the 
surrounding volcanoes to 
the east including Mount 
Hauhungatahi – Tongariro 
National Parks’ fourth and 
oldest volcano and on a 
clear day Mt Taranaki in 
the west.

Home to conservational 
ecological reserve.

Find the historic horse 
trough on the Okaa saddle 
– a clue to its former use.

Entry-level  
backcountry ride.

Glimpse at the luxury 
Retaruke estate – famous 
for trophy hunting and 
chilling.

Thrilling downhill through 
farmland on an official 
public road with no cars to 
be seen (Drop 500m over 
the 17kms) – ride for the 
adrenaline or slow down 
and soak up the views.

Awesome horseshoe 
monument at Kaitieke.

The Pou at the National Park Village Park and  
Ride indicates the start of your journey. Following 
the Fishers Track marked signs along Station  
Road towards the right and then left and over the 
railway line.
Follow the sign indicating a right turn up Fisher Rd (which 
becomes Kurua Road). It is straight up a short steady climb 
on the gravel road. 

The first section of the trail takes you through Erua forest. 
Ecologically and geologically important, it is home to a 
significant fault line which contributes to the ranges and 
wetlands. The area is also home to unique and rare orchids, 
populations of Kiwi and regenerating bush.

At the 3 km point, there is an optional 20-minute walk to 
the Tupapakurua falls lookout (or take on the full tramp to 
the falls allowing 4-5 hours return).

TRAIL ROUTE

FISHERS 
TRACKFISHERS 

TRACK

27KM
FISHERS 
TRACK

27KM

THE STORY OF THE HORSE SCULPTURE
Elaine Wheeler (local farm owner and former councillor), 
envisioned a unique sculpture to celebrate 100 Years of the 
Returned Services in 2015. Horses were a vital contribution 
to the war effort and a fitting tribute to their contribution to 
humankind in the Kaitieke rural area. Based on a thickset 
rural horse, the sculpture was crafted from horseshoes 
sourced from throughout the valley (count them if you can, 
we haven’t got the count verified yet!)  The sculpture was 
designed by a local artist in Ruatiti and arrived via a parade 
in Waiouru – so a true reflection of the community rural 
heart of Ruapehu district.

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: 
HELP SPREAD THE WORD

@M2SNZ

mountainstosea.nz

#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZmountainstosea.nz

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: HELP SPREAD THE WORD

CONNECTING MAPS:
MARTON SASH AND DOOROIO ROAD

mountainstosea.nz
@M2SNZ

KAIWHAKAUKA TRACK

Originally a six-foot horse and cart route, 
then a tramping track, the Kaiwhakauka 
Track provides a unique connection to 
Mangapurua east or west.

GRADE

3 (Intermediate)

LENGTH

27km 
(or 41km to 
Mangapurua landing)

TOTAL ASCENT

400m
DURATION 

5-7 hrs
LOCATION 

Whakahoro

HIGHLIGHTS
Blue Duck Station with 
native Whio, Kiwi and 
other natives

Remote, rural valley 
packed with history

View-filled climb 

Secret waterfalls

Old-fashioned  
farm heritage

Link to  
Mangapurua Track

One of Aotearoa – New Zealand’s iconic 
rides. Journey back in time through a 
remote, long-deserted valley to the mystical 
Whanganui River. 

GRADE

3*
(Intermediate) 

*In or after significant rain 
may ride as a Grade 4 with 
slippery papa surface.

LENGTH

36km
TOTAL DESCENT

590m
DURATION 

5-7 hrs
(depending  
on conditions)

LOCATION 

Whanganui 
National Park

MANGAPURUA TRACK

HIGHLIGHTS
National Park wilderness 

Whanganui River jet  
boat ride

Bridge to Nowhere, a 
poignant memorial to 
broken dreams of settlers

Remote farming valley

Poignant post- 
WWI history

Connection to the  
iconic Whanganui River 
– NZ’s second longest 
and legally protected as a 
living entity

Pre-book jetboat 
Mangapurua landing

Following the Whanganui river as it flows 
towards the sea, this peaceful road blends 
sublime scenery with a series of delightful 
heritage sites, both Māori and European.

GRADE

3
LENGTH

65km
TOTAL DESCENT

Undulating

DURATION 

7-8 hrs
(depending  
on conditions)

LOCATION 

Whanganui

WHANGANUI RIVER ROAD

HIGHLIGHTS
The Whanganui River

Hiruharama/Jerusalem and 
St Joseph’s Convent

Kawana Flour Mill

Small villages steeped  
in history

Elevated river views 

Engage with local   
M ori culture

Easy riding on a  
country road

Character-filled 
accommodation

A fitting finale to the Mountains to Sea.  
The trail winds beside the lower reaches 
of the Whanganui River and through the 
artful city of Whanganui before reaching the 
Tasman Sea.

GRADE

1 
LENGTH

19km
TOTAL DESCENT

Negligible

DURATION 

1-2 hrs
(take all day as there is 
much to see and do)

LOCATION 

Whanganui

HIGHLIGHTS
Cross the stunning cycle 
bridge connecting east 
to west 

Heritage buildings

Creative community 
(galleries and specialty 
glass workshops)

Whanganui River 
Markets (Saturdays)

Historic riverboats

Fantastic cafes

Durie Hill Tunnel  
and Elevator

UPOKONGARO TO THE 
TASMAN SEA

Make a difference to the trail 
and share your experience 

via our short survey.
mountainstosea.nz/survey

Individual detailed trail guides available 
for each of the connected trail.

OHAKUNE MOUNTAIN ROAD

TE ARA MANGAWHERO

OHAKUNE OLD COACH ROAD

FISHERS TRACK

MARTON SASH AND DOOR

TE HANGĀRURU

KAIWHAKAUKA TRACK

MANGAPURUA TRACK

WHANGANUI RIVER ROAD

UPOKONGARO TO THE TASMAN SEA

Cycle a journey of  
adventures navigating  
the Whanganui River from 
Tūroa to the Tasman Sea.
Known in Māori as ‘Ngā Ara Tūhono’ our 
connected pathways will take you to new 
adventures in a remarkable part of the world.

The trail is one of 22 Great Rides of the New 
Zealand Cycle Trail, known in Māori as Ngā 
Haerenga – ‘the journeys’. True to the name, 
our trail network follows the pathways of 
those who have gone before, traversing a 
series of amazing landscapes to show you 
natural wonders and reveal important stories 
from the past and present.

Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono is 
comprised of multiple sections that can be 
joined together for a multi-day adventure, 
or enjoyed as day rides to suit your ability, 
interests and itinerary. We know whatever your 
journey – it will be a Great Ride!
Cycle the full journey
• The Classic 231kms via Ruatiti
•  The Adventure 296kms  

via Kaiwhakauka

Full planning, history and downloadable maps and 
itinerary planning available on our website.

Planning your adventure…
support our official business partners who are focused 
on making your journey special.  

mountainstosea.nz/organise

TE AWA TUPUA
Flowing from Ongarue in the North to the 
Tasman sea, the 290km Whanganui River 
is the second longest in the North Island, 
after the Waikato.
The importance of the river is underscored by its 
declaration as a living entity with commensurate 
rights enshrined in the Te Awa Tupua legislation 
and a United Nations proclamation in 2017. Te Awa 
Tupua recognises the river as an indivisible and 
living whole from the mountains to the sea.
Ko te Awa te mātāpuna o te ora
The River is the source of spiritual and physical 
sustenance
E rere kau mai te Awa nui mai i te Kāhui Maunga 
ki Tangaroa
The great River flows from the mountains to the sea 
Ko au te Awa, ko te Awa ko au
I am the River and the River is me
Ngā manga iti, ngā manga nui e honohono kau ana, 
ka tupu hei Awa Tupua
The streams that flow into one another and form 
one River

For more information see
mountainstosea.nz/theriver

SUPPORTING THE TRAILS YOU LOVE

Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono is free to 
ride, thanks to the ongoing dedication of local 
communities, iwi, volunteers, and councils — 
and guided by the Ngā Ara Tūhono Charitable 
Trust. But keeping over 320km of trail open, 
safe, and thriving takes constant care, funding, 
and support.
You can help in two simple ways:
•  Complete our rider survey at mountainstosea.nz/

survey. Your feedback helps us plan, maintain, 
and secure future investment.

•  Donate to support trail maintenance, development, 
and storytelling. Head to mountainstosea.nz/support 
or talk to your Official Partner about adding a 
contribution to your booking.

These trails are more than just a way to get from 
A to B — they are living journeys that connect people, 
places, and stories. Your support helps ensure their 
legacy continues for generations to come.

RIDE. SHARE. SUPPORT. KIA KAHA.
This trail is developed and maintained by the Mountains 
to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono Charitable Trust. Feedback 
and support mountainstosea.nz/support

CHOOSING THE RIGHT RIDE 
(AND BIKE) FOR YOU
Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono offers something for 
everyone — from gentle, off-road concrete paths beside 
the Whanganui River (Grade 1), to remote backcountry 
journeys through alpine landscapes and native forest 
(Grade 3). Whether you’re a first-time rider or a seasoned 
adventurer, there’s a section of the trail for you.
Grade 1-2 sections are ideal for families and casual 
riders, including wide, smooth surfaces suitable for most 
bikes and E-bikes. Grade 3 trails require more experience 
— expect single track, steeper gradients, and rugged 
terrain in remote areas. These sections are best suited 
to confident riders with good fitness, equipped with a 
quality mountain bike (or E-MTB) with knobbly tyres, front 
suspension, and the ability to manage basic repairs.
To get the most out of your journey, plan ahead. Our 
Official Partners can help with the right equipment, trail 
knowledge, and support to match your skills with the 
right ride.
Ride prepared — and enjoy the adventure.

BOOK WITH OFFICIAL PARTNERS
Booking with Official Partners connects you with the 
trusted local businesses who live and breathe these 
trails. From bike hire and shuttles to accommodation, 
tours, and great coffee, our partners are here to make 
your Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono experience 
smooth, safe, and unforgettable.
These operators are committed to the values of the Ngā 
Ara Tūhono Charitable Trust — quality, sustainability, 
manaakitanga, and community connection. Many are 
small, locally owned businesses who know the trail like 
the back of their hand — and can offer those priceless 
insights, like where to catch the best view, or the best 
pie in town.
Planning a day ride or multi-day journey? Many partners 
offer full itinerary support, so you can focus on the ride 
while they take care of the logistics.
Look for the “Official Partner” badge — and support the 
people who support the trails.
Explore your options at: mountainstosea.nz/organise

10 SCENIC RIDES
Connect, combine & navigate 
from Ruapehu to Whanganui

SHARE YOUR FEEDBACK
Each survey completed helps our funding 
and lets us know what we need to work on. 
mountainstosea.nz/support

REPORT A TRAIL HAZARD
We will get onto fixing it as soon as we can. 
Thanks for being our eyes on the trail.
mountainstosea.nz/trail-hazard

Donate to the Trail – and make a real difference. 
mountainstosea.nz/donate

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL 
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA 

OUR SHORT SURVEY.

DONATE TO 
THE TRAIL

REPORT 
A TRAIL 
HAZARD

mountainstosea.nz/support
Trail managed in partnership by the 

Ngā Ara Tūhono Charitable Trust.

Ruapehu – the heart 
For more information mountainstosea.nz
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Waimarino National Park Village 
Park and Ride

Uenuku Pines
Mountain Bike Park

!

Railway Crossing
Cross the railway 
line here. Look both 
ways – live track.
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Mt Ruapehu*
2797m

Ngauruhoe* 
2,291m

Tongariro*
1,978m 

Hauhungatahi* 
1,521m

Over 900,000 
years old

Taranaki 
(to the west)

2,518m
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Access to Tupapakura 
Falls Walking Track

Marton Sash 
and Door

Marton Sash 
and Door
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Erua Road
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Last Spike 
Memorial Site

Mangaturuturu River

Makotote River

Makatote Viaduct

Mangaturuturu East Road

Manganui o te Ao River

Suspension Bridge

Ngātokoerua 
Scenic Reserve

Pōkākā Road

Suspension Bridge

Suspension Bridge

Trail Exit / Shuttle Point

Matapuna Rd

Pōkākā Eco Sanctuary 
(Planned)
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Viaduct

(Derelict)
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Rongokaupo 811
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Haeremaere Bridge (Derelict)

Highpoint

Giant Rimu

Hapuawhenua
Tunnel

Fords

Footbridge
Mountain Cabbage Trees

Footbridge
Rata Sign

Rochfort Sign

The Quarry & The Chinaman

Ponga Sign

Trail Sign

Smash Palace

Bush Camp

Dilemma Lookout

Rongokaupo 
Wetland Marshalls Rd

Bridge
(Dodge Crossing)

Take a torch
to navigate 
the tunnel. 
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Caution: DO NOT USE Kiwirail access track.
Viaduct is a no-exit return.!

Cross the railway line here.
Look both ways – live track.
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TE ARA MANGAWHERO

TONGARIRO NATIONAL PARK 
(DUAL WORLD HERITAGE STATUS)

This is in the Tongariro National Park. 
No dogs, motorbikes, drones, and no 

damage to heritage sites. Take nothing but 
pictures; leave nothing but MTB tyre tracks.
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OHAKUNE

Mangawhero 
River Track

OLD COACH ROAD

MIDDLE & RUATITI RD TE HANGĀRURU

TE ARA MANGAWHERO
OLD COACH ROAD

RIDDEN ANY ONE OR MORE OF THE 
TRAILS? COMPLETE THE TRAIL 
SURVEY AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
TO OUR FUTURE.

OHAKUNE OLD 
COACH ROAD
GRADE

3
LENGTH

15 km
DURATION

2-4 hrs

TE ARA 
MANGAWHERO
GRADE

2
LENGTH

12.9 km
DURATION

2+ hrs
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Mangaturuturu River

Makotote River

Makatote Viaduct

Mangaturuturu East Road

Manganui o te Ao River

Ngātokoerua 
Scenic 

Reserve

Pōkākā Road
Trail Exit / Shuttle Point

Te Hangāruru Track

Trail Start/End

WAIMARINO 
NATIONAL PARK 

VILLAGE

KAITIEKE

Off Road Trail Ends, Transition of Rural Road

Reteruke Lodge

Sealed Section Through Rural Farmland

Erua Forest

To Whakahoro and the Kaiwhakauka

TE ARA MANGAWHERO PHASE II 

UNDER CONSTRUCTION
PLANNED OPENING  

AUTUMN 2027

HELP SUPPORT: 
mountainstosea.nz/support
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of Great Rides!
For more information mountainstosea.nz Trail grades, maps and more!
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