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Health shuttle
still going strong
15 years on

The Waimarino St John Ambulance
Health Shuttle service that provides trans-
port for Waimarino folk to appointments
with a wide range of health services in
Whanganui and Palmerston North, has
clocked over 15 years in service.

The Health Shuttle was first introduced
in 2011 with the backing, hard work and
generous donations of the local community
and businesses to close the gap for those
who may have difficulty in travelling the
distance to appointments.

Thanks to the dedication of local St John
volunteers, it has transported hundreds of
local people to vital hospital and health
related appointments.

“St John Health Shuttle service is an
essential community service and provides
transport for people who have health relat-
ed appointments with doctors, specialists,
outpatient appointments, dentist, orthodon-
tist, optician, podiatry, mental health or any
health-related appointment,” says Shuttle

committee member Chris Berry.

Health Shuttle service users include
elderly people or those with mobility
or health problems, many of whom find
going to a medical appointment without
assistance a real challenge.

But it’s available to anyone to use — such
as people who otherwise might be able to
drive to their appointment but are advised
not to drive afterwards.

People are able to take a support person,
such as a family member, with them.

“As a charitable organisation, St John
relies on local volunteers and the area is
supported by a great team of volunteers
who provide their time to assist those in
the community,” says Chris.

“Volunteers pick passengers up from
their homes, deliver them to their appoint-
ments and then return them home.”

People who use the service are asked to
provide a koha to help cover the costs of

Turn to Page 2

Ilan Tavendale and Nikki Williams — volunteer shuttle drivers.
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Precarious beech trees removed

Two beech trees jutting out over the Mangawhero on the Mangawhero River Track have been a curiosity
for walkers for decades — but no longer, after contractors removed the trees that had been deemed too
dangerous. Swimmers had hung ropes from roots under the overhang and the river had recently been scouring

out the bank underneath the trees. Photo supplied.
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MARCH 2

Royal Theatre Movies, starts 7pm March
Mary Poppings Disney Classic 14 March
The Great Race 21 March
A Fist Full of Dollars 28 March
Blazing Hills Trail Run/Walk 14 March
Contact www.blazinghills.nz.

Waimarino 103rd Rodeo 21-22 March

Secretary: Cathy MacLean 06 385 4636 or 027 240 1090. Email: c_d_
maclean@xtra.co.nz. Raetihi Rodeo Grounds, Parapara Highway

Ring of Fire 27-28 March
See www.rof.co.nz for more information
Tussock Traverse 28 March

See www.tussocktraverse.co.nz for more information

APRIL 2026

Waimarino Golf Club Centenary Tournament 3-5 April
For more information www.ruapehugolf.co.nz
Taumarunui Arts Centre Easter Exhibition 3 -6 April

Contact Myra r.c.artcentre@gmail.com, via messenger at
Taumarunui Arts Centre on Facebook or phone 021 1692 052.

Ohakune Beer Festival 4 April
For more see @ohakunebeerfestival or www.kingsohakune.co.nz

Junction Easter Market 4 April
Contact Jennie on 0210 236 0065 for stall and information.
Taste @ The Kitchen 4 April
See thekitchenohakune.nz for details.

Taihape Gumboot Day 11 April

For more information follow us: @facebook.com/
GumbootDayNZ @instagram.com/taihapegumbootdaynz

Raetih Gutbuster
See raetihi-gutbuster.com for details.

18 April

For all your ski board and bike rental needs

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune

06-385-8433 tcb.nz

FOR MORE DETAILS, G0 To OHAKUNE.INFO
IT'S FREE TO LIST SO PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU

HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP ...
ADS@RUAPEHUBULLETIN.CO.NZ
LINK YOUR EVENT TO EVENTFINDA FOR FREE
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Marianne Kavanagh, Debbra Kingston from Whanganui
Community Foundation and Kim Treen (RDC) at the
Ohakune community funding session. Photo: Kate

Ph: 06 385 8648

3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by international
chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and craft breweries
including award winning Ruapehu Brewing Co beers in the fridge
and on tap. See our Facebook page for what's on. Please check
our open times as these will vary.

6 Thames St, Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8558
Ohakune's most famous pizza restaurant. For over 35 years,
we've been serving Ohakune's best pizza. Come up and see us
in the “Junction” at the end of the Old Coach Road and try one of
our hot, tasty, handmade pizzas. Same great menu available for
takeaway. Open 7 days, 4pm — late. www.lapizzeria.co.nz

1Rata St, Ohakune Ph: 027 257 LKNZ (5569)
Open every day. Menu includes our delicious big breakfast,
creamy mushrooms, homemade soups, wedges, nachos,
toasties, waffles and more ... Volcanic coffee, muffins & scones,
real fruit smoothies and thick shakes. Dine in or takeaway. Onsite
parking. www.lknz.co.nz

Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
For over 35 years, The Powderkeg has been serving up exceptional
food and service in a warm, welcoming atmosphere. Whether
you're enjoying a sunny afternoon on our spacious balcony or
indulging in our weekly specials like Sushi Fridays and Smokehouse
Sundays, there's always something to look forward to. Join us for
an unforgettable dining experience and follow us on Instagram @
powderkegbar for the latest updates and mouthwatering offers!
Open daily 7am till late

79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique wines and
cocktails to quench that thirst. Playroom for the kids, foozeball,
air hockey and spacies to keep the kids entertained. Spectacular
mountain views. A great place for casual get togethers or special
occasions. Open every day.

47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 8am — 3pm for all day breakfast and lunch.
Serving Havana Coffee. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a
great range of cabinet food and beverages, Frappé and smoothies.
Vegan/Gluten-free options for both savoury and sweet are
available. Speedy free Wi-Fil A perfect place for everybody!

Funding in the
Ruapehu community

Monday 2 and Tuesday 3 March were
important days for community groups
across the Ruapehu District, with a special
two-day event bringing together a wide
range of organisations that fund local
projects.

Ruapehu District Council’s business
development manager, Kim Treen was
excited to bring funding opportunities to-
gether, breaking down barriers to funding
for our local community groups.

The event was held first in Ohakune for
southern Ruapehu, and then in Taumarunui
for northern Ruapehu needs. This ensured
that community organisations across the
district had easy access to the same infor-
mation and opportunities.

Across both days, funders presented
their strategic priorities, explained the
grants they offer, and outlined the types
of initiatives they are keen to support.
Community groups were able to discuss
their ideas, ask questions, and explore how
different organisations might help bring
their projects to life.

For smaller organisations in particular,
the chance to speak directly with funders
helped demystify the application process
and build confidence in seeking support.

“Events like this strengthen the Ruapehu
community by helping local groups access
the knowledge, connections, and support
they need to make a real difference.”

Beech trees removed

The iconic hanging beech tree on the Mangawhero River has been removed
(above). A positive effect of the removal is the creation of a new view of the river

(below). Photos supplied.

Health shuttle

From Page 1

running the Health Shuttle.

“Volunteering is immensely rewarding
for many people and our local drivers enjoy
the opportunity to help their community,”
says Chris, who adds that they currently
have nine volunteer drivers but are always
keen to have more.

Driver Ian Tavendale said he volunteers
because he’s retired and “want to help the
community, because it’s a long way to the
hospital.”

He said he does about 2-3 trips a month,
while other drivers do more.

“It just depends on whether you’re avail-

able. I tend to work at other jobs that tie
me up at times.”

“It’s certainly a good service.”

Nikki Williams had just returned from a
trip to Palmerston North.

“Why am I a volunteer? Because I think
it’s great service.”

“Everyone’s very dedicated and basi-
cally, you put your whole day aside to do
it because you just don’t know how long
an appointment could take.”

Nikki, Ian and Chris want more people
to know that it’s available and open to
anyone to use.



Preparing soldiers for challenging times the
top priority for new Army training commander

More than 25 years after he stepped off
the training ground at Waiouru Military
Camp to begin his career, Colonel Ed Craw
is now himself leading the New Zealand
Army’s forge of soldiers.

The Army Training Group (ATG) is
responsible for overseeing most of the
NZ Army’s individual training, equipping
soldiers and officers from New Zealand
and partner nations with the knowledge
and skills required to win land-based
operations.

Originally from the Banks Peninsula

community of Okains Bay, Colonel Craw
has served with the NZ Army, Ngati
Tumatauenga, for more than 25 years.

He graduated from the New Zealand
Commissioning Course in 1999 and first
joined the Royal New Zealand Armoured
Corps.

“As a 20-year-old I did not fully un-
derstand what I was stepping into when I
joined the Army and moved to Waiouru.
But reflecting on it, I can see the commu-
nity, lessons and resilience forged in those
early years have served me well throughout

Global wool brand
visits local farms

The owners of Danish footwear com-
pany Glerups have travelled from their
headquarters in Denmark to the central
North Island, visiting the farms where
the wool used in their products begins its
journey.

The team spent time at Papanui in Hunt-
erville, Timahanga Station, and Tawanui
Station near Raetihi, meeting farming
families and seeing first-hand how ZQ-
certified wool is grown and managed.

While the wool ends up in products sold
internationally, Glerups emphasises that
its relationship with growers is central to
its brand. For the Danish team travelling
from their headquarters, the trip was about
exploring the origins of their wool story.

“Our wool doesn’t start in a factory, it
starts here, on incredible New Zealand
farms like these,” Jesper Glerup, son of
founder Nanny Glerup, said.

“Meeting the growers face-to-face helps
us understand the work, care and pride that
goes into producing New Zealand wool.”

Angus Street, CEO of The New Zealand
Merino Company, said the visit highlights
the growing importance of transparency

and long-term partnerships in the wool
sector.

“It’s easy to talk about supply chains
from a distance, but when a company trav-
els all the way from Denmark to sit around
a farm table in Hunterville or Raetihi, that
says something,” Street said.

“It shows how much they value the rela-
tionship and the quality of the fibre being
produced in New Zealand.”

Street said the visit also comes at a time
of renewed global demand for New Zea-
land’s food and fibre sector exports.

“New Zealand’s meat and wool export
revenue is forecast to grow to $13.2 billion
this year, showing the global demand for
our products,” he said. “Strong, long-term
partnerships between growers and inter-
national brands are critical to maintaining
that reputation.”

As global consumers increasingly ask
where their products come from, farm-
level engagement is becoming more
important across the natural fibre industry.

For the growers involved, the visit was
also an opportunity to showcase North
Island farming systems and the standards
behind New Zealand wool production.

Alzheimers Whanganui

Services in the Waimarino

* Do you need to speak to someone about concerns with cognitive issues
* Do you need the support of someone who understands dementia

* Are you caring for someone with dementia

* Do you just require some information about dementia

If you would like to make an appointment
Please contact Mary: Ph 022 694 4978

Colonel Ed Craw at Waiouru’s Army Marae: back at Waiouru dafter training as an officer in 1999. Photo: NZDF.

my career.”

His most recent postings have been in the culture and
strategy branches of Army General Staff in Wellington,
which he said increased his awareness of the bigger stra-
tegic picture and the Army’s future challenges.

But he’s excited to get stuck into camp life again and
this will be his eighth year at Waiouru during his career.

“I am acutely aware of the shifting strategic environment
and the rapid advances in modern warfare. Ensuring our
soldiers, from new recruits through to our warrant officers
and officers, are safely prepared for these emerging chal-
lenges will be my central focus.”

Colonel Craw has held a wide range of command,
technical, staff and training appointments across 1st (New
Zealand) Brigade, Army Training Group in Waiouru,
Army General Staff, and both Headquarters New Zealand
Defence Force (NZDF) and Joint Forces New Zealand.

He has deployed to Afghanistan, East Timor, Sudan
and South Sudan. During the Covid-19 response, he spent
nearly a year as task group commander over the NZDF
deployment to the Managed Isolation and Quarantine
facilities in the North Island.

He was more recently the deputy commander of the
NZDF contingent to the funeral of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II.

Colonel Craw has taken over as Commander ATG from
Colonel Lisa Kelliher, who has posted to Canberra as the
NZDF’s new Defence Adviser.

“I’ve been privileged to have had opportunities to serve
New Zealand and command our soldiers in a broad range
of operational environments, each with unique challenges
that will give real purpose to my new role in the Army’s
training system,” he said.

Colonel Craw also paid tribute to outgoing ATG Com-
mander, Colonel Lisa Kelliher, who is now the Defence
Adviser to Australia.

“It’s humbling to have assumed command from Colonel
Kelliher, who happened to be a platoon commander of my
own basic training here in Waiouru and later my senior
national officer in South Sudan.

“Lisa’s leadership of the Army Training Group and
Waiouru Military Training Area has certainly left us
well-prepared and in a strong position for the future.”

Free phone: 0800 647 483.
Email: isites@visitruapehu.com.

Ohakune: 9am-4pm
54 Clyde Street.
OHK: 06 3858427

Need advice on the area, activities or even the weather, call or stop in and see the team for firsthand knowledge.

Taumarunui: 9am-4pm
Railway Station, 116 Hakiaha Street.
TAU: 07 895 7494
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Signs times

* Murray Wilson raises concerns about Coun-
cil’s decision to complete the Ohakune gateway
signage project, but his account leaves out key
facts, including his own involvement.

Ohakune is a nationally recognised tourism
and recreation destination, yet its three main
entry points have no clear, high-quality gate-
way signage. For a town whose economy relies
heavily on visitors, first impressions directly
influence local business and tourism spend-
ing. Strengthening our sense of arrival is not a
“nice-to-have”; it is part of supporting economic

activity across the district.

The project has been developed over five
years by the Ohakune Governance Group, with
professional design work and supplier time
contributed at no cost as a local investment.
Importantly, this work began while Murray
Wilson himself was a councillor. At no stage
during that period did he raise objections to the
project’s purpose, design, or funding pathway.

The project was advanced in good faith
because it had confirmed funding through the
Department of Internal Affairs’ Better Off Fund,
which was specifically intended for community
wellbeing and placemaking initiatives. With
the change of government, that funding was
withdrawn and redirected to Three Waters,
leaving the project without the support it had

been promised.

This is not a case of a community group sud-
denly “asking RDC to pay”. The project was
already fully designed, consulted on, consented,
and ready for installation. Council was faced
with a simple choice: abandon a project years in
the making, with consents expiring and signifi-
cant community contribution already invested,
or complete it as a capital item, like any other

long-lived asset.

It is fair to debate priorities, but it is inac-
curate to suggest this project displaced core
infrastructure or was pushed ahead of others.
It was already at its final stage. Allowing the
consents to lapse and discarding years of work
would not have been fiscally prudent.

Completing the gateway signs supports lo-
cal identity, strengthens our tourism economy,
and honours the contribution already made

by the community. The only thing
that changed was the government’s
withdrawal of the funding that had
originally been allocated for exactly
this kind of project.
John Chapman
Tree names origins

* When European settlers landed on these
shores and found strange new plants, they named
them after similar European plants; beech, pine,
flax. And when Polynesians arrived from the
tropical Pacific, they did the same.

Pandanus or ‘whara’ did not grow here, but
our swamp flax and Astelia provided similar
fibres essential for sailing and for making cloth-
ing, so they were named hara-keke (creaking
pandanus) and pu-wharawhara (bundles like
pandanus).

Porcupine fish or ‘totara’ on coral reefs had
sharp-pointed (tara) scales that opened out (t0)
when they puffed up, and there are several NZ
trees with sharp-pointed leaves named after
them.

Seaweed that hung down in streamers from
rocks were ‘limu’ or ‘rimu,’ giving us our ‘sea-
weed tree.’

‘Nuka’ is an old Pacific word meaning
‘wound,” and ‘nukanuka’ is a Pacific Island
plant with medicinal properties, plus hard wood
suitable for fighting. Hence our manuka and
kanuka trees.

When I was a teacher in Fiji in the 1970s I
went for a walk in the jungle with two young
lads, and a couple of bright red ‘apples’ fell at
my feet after one of them hurled a stick up into
a tree; “Kavika sir.” That was my introduction
to the Malay Apple hardwood tree, which Aus-
tronesian voyagers spread all over the tropical
Pacific. In our colder climate we have the ka-
hikatea, covered in red berries at ground level,
and kahikatoa, an alternative name for manuka.
A fighting staff of that wood was often anointed
with an enemy’s red blood.

Only a few tree names like koromiko, horopi-
to, hinau and puriri are indigenous, while many
names, like po-nga, can be traced right back
5000 years to Taiwan, so when we go naming
trees in our forests, we are often time-travelling
back several millennia. (temarareo.org)

It would be good if we could make this infor-
mation, and more, about our trees widely known
to those visiting our region.

John Archer

Rural KiwiSaver changes
to be fast-tracked

Suze Redmayne, Ruapehu and Rangitikei s MP,
discusses KiwiSaver changes:

* The Government is fast-tracking changes to
KiwiSaver that will benefit farmers, farm workers
and defence personnel across the country.

Since 2010, Kiwis have been able to withdraw
from their KiwiSaver account to assist with the
purchase of their first home — provided they live in it.

However, workers in service tenancies such as
farm workers, defence personnel, clergy and some
teachers and police officers in rural communities
have effectively been locked out of first home
ownership because their jobs require them to live in
employer-provided housing.

I’'mreally pleased to have played a part in bringing
about this change.

It was Tirrell, our stock manager at ‘Tunnel Hill’
who brought to my attention how unfair the current
legislation was. He wanted to get on the property
ladder and had a good portion of the deposit for a
first home in his KiwiSaver, only he wasn’t allowed
to use it as he was working and living at Tunnel Hill.

This wasn’t an isolated case. I knew many others
across Rangitikei, were in the same situation and it’s
what motivated me to put a Member’s Bill forward
in November 2024.

If you work hard and save hard, you should be
able to get ahead — no matter who you are, where
you live, or what you do for a job.

I’m delighted Finance Minister Nicola Willis and
Commerce and Consumer Affairs Minister Scott
Simpson are now going to pick up this work as a
Government Bill, and I'm grateful for their support
and advocacy.

The Bill will make two main changes.

Firstly, it will exempt those in service tenancies
from the requirement to live in their first home dwell-
ing for at least six months when they purchase it with
their KiwiSaver funds.

Secondly, it allows a KiwiSaver member to with-
draw funds to buy a farm through an entity they are
a majority shareholder in. The current law states a
farm must be purchased in their own name — but a
farm is usually owned by an entity because it is both
a business and a home.

TH E WE E KLY WO R KO UT answers for each puzzle are included on this page
QUICK CROSSWORD

Across

1. Financial supporter
(7)

5. Puku (7)

9. Pip fruit (5)

10. Extremely strict
9)

11. Distinctive
characteristic (9)

12. Scope (5)

13. Sunday meal (5)
15. Beyond value (9)
18. Gracefully (9)
19. Diving apparatus
(5)

21. Damages (5)
23. Gloomy (9)

25. Puzzling (9)

26. Fierce stare (5)
27. Unruly (7)

28. Unlimited (7)

Down

1. Strew (7)

2. Children’s home
(9)

3. Strain (5)

4. Walkway for VIPs
(3,6)

5. Light meal (5)
6. Having no scent
9)

7. Bird-like (5)

8. Yearns (7)

28

14. Alter (9)

16. Group of US
universities (3,6)
17. Itemise (9)

18. Morally correct (7)

20. Replies (7)
22. Replenish (5)
23. Weeps (5)
24. Stiff (5)
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This change reflects the commercial reality of
modern farm ownership. It will help young farmers
put down roots, invest in their futures, and continue
contributing to an industry that fuels our entire
economy.

These are targeted, practical changes that will
make the system fairer and more reflective of the
way people live and work, while still maintaining
KiwiSaver’s core purpose. National is fixing the
basics and building the future of our primary sec-
tor — and country.

Ohakune
%ﬂuash

une Squash Club’s Interbusiness round 4
results: Wolverine beat Deadman Carrots 12-6,
Avengers beat Black Widow 11-7, Ironman beat Hulk
12-6, Deadman Logging beat Doctor Strange 11/7,
Tohunga Boasts beat Daredevil 14-5, Deadpool beat
Thor Captain America 15-3, Spiderman beat Captain
Marvel 14-4, Hulk beat 100 Watts14-4, Under Con-
struction beat Monsters Inc 13-8.

Points to date: Pool One — Ironman 71, Deadpool
61, Thor 42, Captain America 25, Captain Marvel 25,
Spiderman 24. Pool Two — Avengers 49, Daredevil
47, Black Widow 44, Hulk 43, Tohunga Boasts 14,
100 Watts 14. Pool Three — Wolverine 63, Deadman
Carrots 57, Under Construction 56, Monster Inc 36,
Deadman Logging 23, Doctor Strange 19. Weekly
non-member bonuses and new member bonuses to
date are all added in. Note that subs must be paid
by this Thursday for 5 point bonuses to be added in.

Draw for this Thursday’s final round is: 5:30 Mon-
sters Inc vs Deadman Logging, Wolverine vs Under
Construction, Doctor Strange vs Deadman Carrots.
6:45 Spiderman vs Captain America, Thor vs Cap-
tain Marvel, Ironman vs Deadpool. 8:00 Avengers
vs 100 Watts, Black Widow vs Daredevil, Tohunga
Boasts vs Hulk.

Entries are rolling in for the Ruapehu Cleaning &
Property Maintenance B grade tournament for the
weekend of 20/21 March.

840
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1. What is the Maori name for the spine-
covered sea urchin?

2. How many balls are used in billiards?

3. Which female flew solo from England to
Australia in 19307

4. What was Quentin Tarantino’s follow-up
to Reservoir Dogs?

5. s achluophobia.a fear of pregnant
women, insects, or darkness?

6. Which US inventor described genius

as “one per cent inspiration, 99 per cent
perspiration”?

7. Which female name and day of the week
combine in the title of a Rolling Stones
single?

8.The TV series M*A*S*H was set in the
Korean War, in which decade?

9. What type of food is Bombay duck?

10. Which New Zealand tree is also called a
red pine?
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Counting the tops:
Rabbit finds a winner

Councillor Rabbit Nottage counts bottle caps, with help from Glenys Fowlie, one
of the entrants to the competition to save bottle caps from going into the kerbside
recycling bins. Rabbit says even though many lids have the recycling symbol on
them, they can’t be put through the current recycling system as they can clog up
the machines. He thanked the many people who entered the competition, that was
aimed to encourage people to keep their lids out of their recycling. The winning entry
was over 2000 lids, from Indi Taylor. Second was 636 from Glenys Fowlie and third
was Pax King, with 193. Rabbit said he is going to the recycing centre in Hamilton to
better understand the recycling process and plans to report back to council on the

issues. Photo supplied.

January chopper missions

The Greenlea Rescue Helicopter, which
serves the Central Plateau and Lakes re-
gion, carried out 36 missions throughout
January.

The missions included 19 inter-hospital
transfers, two medical events, seven rural/
farm incidents, two motor vehicle accident
and six miscellaneous missions.

The Greenlea Rescue Helicopter was
most often seen in Taupo with 9 inter-
hospital transfers, Rotorua with five inter-
hospital transfers and Taumarunui with
four inter-hospital transfers.

The month started with the Helicopter
being dispatched to Turangi for a male
who sustained injuries while kayaking
after a significant fall over an 8-metre
waterfall. He was treated on scene by the
onboard Critical Care Flight Paramedic
before being airlifted to Rotorua Hospital
for ongoing treatment.

Later that afternoon, the Greenlea Res-
cue Helicopter flew to Taumarunui Hos-
pital after being tasked to assist a female
suffering from a medical event. She was
airlifted to Waikato Hospital to receive
ongoing care.

On Wednesday afternoon, 7 January, the
Helicopter was tasked to Rotorua Hospital
for a female suffering with chest pains. The
patient was flown to Waikato Hospital to
receive further care.

On Friday evening, 9 January, the Heli-
copter was tasked to Taupo Hospital for a

female in serious condition. She was flown
swiftly to Rotorua Hospital to receive
ongoing care.

On Sunday evening, 11 January, the He-
licopter was tasked to Taumarunui Hospital
for a female who had sustained injuries
following a fall. She was flown to Waikato
Hospital for further treatment.

On Monday evening, 12 January, the
Helicopter was dispatched to Lake Rotoiti
for a female who had sustained injuries fol-
lowing a fall. She was airlifted to Rotorua
Hospital after receiving treatment on scene.

On Monday morning, 19 January, the
Helicopter was tasked to Turangi for a male
who had sustained serious injuries. He was
stabilised on scene and flown to Rotorua
Hospital for further care.

On 30 January, the rescue helicopter was
tasked to Tongariro National Park for a
male who had sustained injuries following
a fall. He was treated on scene before be-
ing airlifted to Waikato Hospital to receive
ongoing care.

The month ended with the Greenlea
Rescue Helicopter dispatched to Otukou
for a male who had sustained serious in-
juries following a motor vehicle accident.
He was stabilised on scene before being
flown to Waikato Hospital to receive fur-
ther advanced care.

Support for the Helicopter can be
made at https://give.rescue.org.nz/event/
greenlea-rescue-helicopter/donate

www.ngaporowaimarino.com
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Local newspaper
advertising is alive

and well right here
in Ruapehu

There is a lot of talk about the demise of newspapers, following the explosion
of on-line media. But local community newspapers like the Ruapehu Bulletin
reach as many people as they always did. With the cacophony of information
through electronic media, our readers like to pick up their Bulletin and read
about the people and places in their community.
You can by-pass the confusing and eye-watering number of websites
(last count, well over half a billion) and talk directly with your customers by
advertising each week in the Ruapehu Bulletin.

Your stories,
your people, = |
your community, == o
your newspaper, raws
your place to
reach your

customers

e
—
i n

Contact Jude today
for details of our
*Starter Pack on 06 385 8532

Email ads @ruapehubulletin.co.nz




Rescue chopper
marks Women's Day

International Women’s Day on Sunday,
the Greenlea Rescue Helicopter recognised
the vital contributions women make on-
board the rescue helicopter and the wider
community. As part of this celebration,
Air Crew Officer/Paramedic Zoe offers a
glimpse into a day in her life.

Her skills and dedication are central to
ensuring life-saving missions can happen
every day, often in the most challenging
conditions. As both a paramedic and air
crew officer, she acts as the pilot’s second
set of eyes and ears while also supporting
the critical care flight paramedic during
missions.

Her day begins with checking the air-
craft fuel and oxygen levels, followed by
making sure all the medical and rescue
equipment is in the aircraft and secured.
She then meets with the pilot to discuss
weather, flight conditions, aviation notices
relevant to the shift, and any aircraft or base
duties needing attention.

Whether her shift starts at 7am or 7pm,
Zoe prepares early so she’s ready to re-
spond the moment a call comes in.

Each day brings different scenery, dif-
ferent people, and different challenges
— something Zoe knows well. The variety
within the role offers constant opportuni-
ties to use and develop a wide range of
skills.

One constant is ongoing training. With
no day ever the same, the crew must remain
prepared for the unknown. On quieter days
without callouts, they will “spend the day
undertaking either some medical or crew
training and completing inventory checks”.

In 2025, the Greenlea Rescue Helicopter
completed 519 missions.

The Trust thanks Zoe and all the excep-
tional women working onboard the rescue
helicopters.

“Their impact is profound, contributing
to life-saving work that touches hundreds
of families each year.”

The Greenlea Rescue Helicopter re-
lies on generous donations to help fund
its life-saving missions. Readers can
donate to the local rescue helicop-
ter at https://give.rescue.org.nz/event/
greenlea-rescue-helicopter/donate

Zoe, one of many women working on rescue helicopters around New Zealand. Photo:

Greenlea Rescue Helicopter.

Taihape disc golf is live

Haydn, Zac and Phil from Discshop — builders of Taihape's new disc golf course. Photo: Discshop.

Disc golf has arrived in Taihape, with the construction
of a new course at the Nga Awa Block at Memorial Park.

In just six days, the build crew of three — Haydn, Zac,
and Phil from Discshop — turned this challenging terrain
into “a very cool, 100% complete 9-basket, 18-tee course.

The course is designed to get the local community
hooked.

“Expect giant trees, raised baskets, and gentle eleva-
tion,” says Discshop.

“It’s fun, accessible and features the global debut of our
‘Proto-Tee Pads’.”

They the course is designed from the ground up to be
safe, cost-effective and easy to install and relocatable if
needed.

“These are a world-first—we will continue to develop
these once we see how they perform.”

For those looking for a challenge, they have added
“epic” temporary tee locations throwing in the same direc-
tion as the green layout.

“Some of these holes would be at home on some of the
best courses in the country. They are landscaped and ready
to play right now.”

Once more budget has been allocated and demand is
there, they plan to be back to install these permanently.

They thanked Ezra and Braedyn for showing up Satur-
day to help, and to Hautapu Rural Supplies and Taihape
Engineering for their support in this project.

“Small town generosity at its finest!”
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Stuart Shaw obituary; councillor, counsellor,
environmentalist, activist, rescuer

A well-attended memorial service
was held in the Anglican Church to
farewell Stuart (Stu) Shaw, a much
loved and valued member of the Rua-
pehu District.

He was elected to the Ruapehu
District Council in 1986, serving until
2007. Ratepayers saw him as someone
they could go to knowing they would
be listened to, and their concerns fol-
lowed up.

Ruapehu’s mayor, Weston Kirton,
said he had at times been the top polling
candidate for Council —even though his
campaigning tended to be limited to a
hand drawn A4 ‘poster’ in his place of
business. He noted that Stu always had
the courage to stand up for what he
believed in and was a friend to many
in their times of need.

Stu’s loves were his family, his faith,
his community, and the environment —
four values forming the foundation of
his adult life.

A loving husband and parent, Stu
is survived by his wife Peg, three
sons and multiple grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

Stu established and for many years

ran the Manunui Service Station, pro-
viding a much-valued service for the
community.

His Christian beliefs were an impor-
tant part of his life. In 1993 he became a
lay minister in the local Anglican Parish
and district, actively serving the parish
and community for 26 years — helping
in many ways, never seeking personal
recognition.

He supported young people as a
Scout leader, encouraging and support-
ing them to develop positive interests,
confidence in themselves, and lifelong
skills.

Stu was both a volunteer ambulance
driver and member of the King Coun-
try Search and Rescue and, in 1975,
established the NZ Mountain Safety
Committee.

The environment was Stu’s other
passion, stretching from his boyhood
on the family farm at Taringamotu, to
the end of his long, busy life.

Stu was an intrepid mountaineer and
bushman, and a founding member of the
Taumarunui Tramping Club. He was a
qualified bushcraft instructor passing
on his knowledge and skills to benefit

the environment.

For many years Stu was a member
of the King Country branch of the
Royal Forest and Bird Society. He was
involved with the Native Forest Action
Council and Tongariro Forest Park Pro-
motion Committee, two initiatives that
helped lead to what is today recognised
as the Tongariro Forest Park.

He was also one of the staunch activ-
ists whose protests in the 1970s were
key to saving 1000-year-old podocarp
trees from being logged and led to the
establishment of the Pureora Forest
Park. This marked a major shift in New
Zealand conservation, moving from
exploitation to protection, and resulted
in what is today recognised as one of
the ‘finest rain forests in the world’
(Wikipedia).

The Te Peka reserve was perhaps the
project dearest to Stu’s heart. With the
support of the Tramping Club, he set up
the Te Peka Land Care group to nurture
and enhance Te Peka as a community
taonga. Together with the help of Com-
munity Service workers, the group
enhanced and protected the developing
bush and established walking tracks and

Stuart Shaw — Ruapehu District Councillor for over 20 years.

picnic tables, to develop what is said
to be one of the town’s ‘scenic gems’.

Stu never sought public recogni-
tion or reward, but his community
noted it anyway. In 2019, Ara Poutama
Aotearoa (Department of Corrections)
awarded Stu their Kaitiaki award for
‘exceptional commitment to their value

of kaitiakitanga (care of the environ-
ment). And in 2023 Stu received the
Northern Ruapehu Citizens Award for
his contribution to so many aspects of
his community.

Stu’s family expressed their thanks
for the kind messages shared on Face-
book at the time of his passing.

Experts ~ at your service

Web Tech Design

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT

FORYOUR

Concrete Services

MCP TAUPO - MORE THAN CONCRETE
Taupo’s No.l Concrete Service
Locally owned and family-built, MCP Taupo delivers
quality concrete solutions you can trust.
From house slabs and driveways to commercial

Ph 0210 56 76 70

We specialise in stains, odours and hard to
clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment
cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions

0800 22 78 22

BUILDING PROJECT
& DIY NEEDS

MON to FRI — 7.30am — S5pm
SAT 9am —midday

floors and civil works — concrete done right.

v Free site check & quote v/ Full prep, pour & finish
v 800+ projects completed
Strength in Every Pour — Built Right from the
Ground Up
www.mcptaupo.co.nz
Email admin@mcptaupo.co.nz | 800 Rakaunui Rd, Taupo

Jasper 027 840 2222 | Norm 027 5111166

Septic Tank Work

ohe: v Bennett's Septic Tank
ENﬁ INEERIN ‘;‘:&u Jude to bc::; . P ‘
I
fwis space FO7 Cleaning Services
¢ Manufacturing and repairs .,;e.e-“f' $ ST .
« Access equipment hire only costs 34 zo Septic tanks, water tanks,
* Engineering supplies c eel ¥OT ' grease traps'
9 g supp! e s A € OLO‘{'{;\)LQ.
" 206 gases g&\er é\ﬂ&tows ovak Call us for fast efficient
* 20T & 50T crane hire ) o&_zgs—f(s-?’z service.
29 Burns St, Ohakune. v e
e ads En CONZ o
027 444 2058 Bruce 021 0389288 Alan chubulletin: Phone Chris 06-388-0452
Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz TW)‘V
Ph 06 388 0452
Tree & Garden Services Land development Electrician

Garden maintenance & landscaping
Tree care and removal
Landscape design and installation

Over two decades of experience in commercial
and private tree & garden management

Fully qualified and insured

Contact us today for a free consultation or
estimate — email treeshapeltd@gmail.com

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?
- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service & sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi — Rangataua -
Horopito — National Park - Whanganui

Ph 027 685 4854

Ph 021770123

8 * RUAPEHU BULLETIN 11 March 2026

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

NEW LOCATION

Next to BP Ohakune

Open Monday — Friday 8am — 4pm
Saturday 9am — 12pm. Sunday CLOSED
P 027 2799 724 E ohakunehire@xtra.co.nz

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF HIRE
EQUIPMENT. SEE OUR WEBSITE

WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

PARTY HIRE: floodlights,
tables & chairs, heaters, spit
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing
dishes, crockery & cutlery,
dehumidifier, flute & wine
glasses, universal food cooker,
portaloos & showers, 3-section
marquee, horse float.

warquee Hip,

FOR THE BIG JOBS:

digger hire, cherry pickers,
pumps, wood splitters,
generators, car trailers, post
hole borers, furniture trailer,

concrete equipment, rollers &
compactors, portable trencher

Ph 06 387 5022




Still time to sign up

for Blazing

The team organising the Blazing Hills
trail run event on Saturday have reported
that they have around 300 athletes signed
up — many of them from out of the area —
but there is still plenty of space for locals.

“The wait is almost over — Blazing Hills
2026 is this week,” says Donna Journeaux.

“Get ready to conquer hills, tackle epic
obstacles and soak up an unforgettable day
on the exclusive trails of Ruapehu.

“Whether you’re hitting the trails on the

Tree Felling & Firewood

ON-SITE TREE FELLING & FIREWOOD SPECIALISTS

TURN UNWANTED TREES INTO
VALUABLE FIREWOOD

« Tree felling » Dangerous & dead trees
» Wind-thrown & hung-up trees ¢ Hedge & shelterbelt work
o Section clearing ¢ 6T & 1.7T diggers
o 6T tip truck services ¢ On-site firewood processing

Professional - Reliable - Local Service
Free quotes — Fully insured
Covering the wider Ruapehu district

[F1IK Contracting

Phone Jack 027 314 7095

Looking for a dependable local

plumber in your area?

Count on our skilful local Ohakune plumber for
all your maintenance plumbing requirements.
Whether it’s a leaking pipe or a blocked drain,

we deliver quality service with fair pricing in
the Ohakune & surrounding areas.

Don’t hesitate, get in touch with us today!
office@plumberdan.co.nz

AUTO
SERVICE
CENTRE

Authorised Holden Service Centre

Full workshop services for all
vehicles, wheel alignments, computer
diagnostics, warrant of fitness
inspections, parts, batteries, engine oils.

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune
After hours 027 448 4080
autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

4km, 6km, 11km or 21km trails, or brav-
ing the fiery options on the OCR (obstacle
course racing) 1.5km, 3km, 7km, 10km,
this is your final call to get prepped, get
pumped and get excited,” says Donna.

The event is held on private farmland
off the Mangaeturoa South Road, Raetihi.

Registrations and check-in will be at The
Centre in Raetihi, from 3.00pm to 7.00pm
on Friday, with the event kicking off from
8.00am on Saturday.

Ohakune Landscape Supplies

- Huge range of Pebbles - Builders mix

- Mulch - Sand - White chip
- Bark - Topsoil - Pavers
- Pea Straw - Bagged Garden Fertilisers

- Rail & Mac Sleepers

~ Call to arrange supply ~ FREE loan trailer ~
~ eftpos available ~

Ph 0800 926 315

Competitors head off on the Blazing Hills trails. Photo: Blazing Hills.

Experts ~ atyour service

Property Maintenance / Cleaning

Curtains & Blinds

* General Cleaning
* Property Maintenance
 Carpet Cleaning
* Water Blasting Services
* Floor polishing/buffing

For a free no obligation quote call:
RAY 021 886 509 or MAURICE 021 078 2419
Or visit: www.rccpml.co.nz

021 886509 or 021 0782419

Ph 022 307 2627

Earthworks

Gas Fitting

HAITANA EARTHWORKS

14 tonne digger
14 tonne wheel digger
Tip truck

Supply of metal,
scoria and boulders

Farm work, section &

Cutt clown en Your power il
@o ges ot welsr & heelting
= supplied and instelled.
Celll ftor & consullizttion.
[Phene Deniss 027 462 7488 orF

driveways, rock walls
accolints@appllmbingandgastconz
Ph 027 289 4404 Ph 06 343 6866
Plumbing / Drainlaying Auto Services Upholsterers
BaM PLUMBING LTD
* Plumbing & Drainlaying
* Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of Locally owned and operated
all pumps by mechanic Daniel Norris.
* Fires & Solar
« 5 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck WOF $75 car, $45 trailer
“Your local Registered Certifier” Ru a p eh u M ot ors
M Call Brian 027436 1075 .\( Cnr Seddon St and Valley Rd, Raetihi.
LU Email: veell iri i
ﬂ.mvluﬂz\lg bmired@xira.co.nz ,r;:umbers For enquiries, please phone Daniel
Ph 06 385 4718 Ph 027 863 7454 Ph 06 385 8487
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CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

SCRNOWLEDGE- || | pUSINESS NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES
SPRY, KATHLEEN

MARGARET (ANNE): 9
years ago on Ist March.
Loved by Tom, Dawn, Judy,
Glen and Mirian. Never to
be forgotten.

FOR
SALE

FIREWOOD LOGS 4 SALE.
Pine logs and mixed logs,
5 ton or 2.5 ton truck loads.
Call/TXT Keith 021 055 4794

WATER TROUGHS, cattle
or sheep. Different sizes.
Delivered price quoted. Ph
0800-487-633.

HOUSE ITEMS: glass
2-panel bath screen $100;
fold up bed & mattress
$75; juicer $20; large, high
side electric frypan $20.
All  excellent condition.
Offers  considered. Ph
06-3854977

PUBLIC
NOTICES

r

Ruapehu Mayor
Weston Kirton

To arrange a meeting
or call back please
phone Council on
06 385 8364 or email:
kay.kidd@ruapehudc.
govt.nz

\.

J

Ohakune Health Hub
In pain? Let us help.

Experienced care in Osteopathy, Physiotherapy,
Massage and Acupuncture — effective treatment for:
- Musculoskeletal pain - headaches & concussion -

post-operative recovery - and much more.

ACC registered | 77-79 Clyde St, Ohakune
Book online: www.ohakuneosteo.co.nz

Movie Month

Mary Poppins

Disney Classic — PG — Saturday 14 March

The Great Race

An amazing comedy — PG Saturday 21 March

Doors open 6pm, movie starts 7pm
Bar available. $15. Supper included

Bring this advertisement with you and win a spot prize

PUBLIC NOTICES

Roadside
Herbicide
Applications

Asplundh will carry out seasonal roadside
herbicide applications to weed trees growing on
the rural road reserve in both the Rangitikei and
Ruapehu districts between November and March.
A spray plan is available for viewing on request.

For further information, please contact
planning@asplundh.co.nz

Need to get to a health
appointment in Whanganui or
Palmerston North?

Book on 0800 266 547

Bookings must be made 24 hours in advance.
Contact us between Monday to Friday
8.30am and 3.00pm

MEETINGS

The following meeting of Horizons Regional
Council, previously advertised as Public
Excluded, will now be open to the public:

Tuesday, 17 March
1.00pm Regional Council (Livestreamed)

M J McCartney
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

OHAKUNE EVENTS
CHARITABLE TRUST

Annual General Meeting

Join us at the
Ohakune Events Charitable Trust AGM

Monday 16 March 2026, 5.30pm
The Matterhorn, upstairs at the Powderkeg

An open invitation to all members of the
community who would like to attend.

TAIHAPE VETERINARY
CLUB (INC)

NOTICE OF ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

Notice is given that the 79th ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING of members of the
TAIHAPE VETERINARY CLUB (INC) will be
held at the Powderhorn Chateau, Ohakune
on Thursday 19 March 2026 commencing at
6pm.

ALTITUDE CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS LTD
Secretary

SITUATIONS VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICES

Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012

Nishva & Dhyan Enterprise Limited has made an
application to the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu
District Council for the renewal of an Off Licence in respect
of the premises situated at 72 Seddon Street, Raetihi
known as Raetihi Four Square. The general nature of the
business to be conducted under the licence is that of a
Grocery Store. The days on which and the hours during
which alcohol is intended to be sold under the licence are:
Monday to Sunday 7.00am — 8.00pm

The application may be inspected during ordinary office
hours at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing
Committee at Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia Street,
Taumarunui.

Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to
object to the issue of the licence may, not later than 25
working days after the date of the publication of this
notice, file a notice in writing of the objection with the
Secretary of the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu
District Council, Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui 3946.

No objections to the issue of a licence may be made in
relation to a matter other than a matter specified in section
105(1) of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.

This is the second publication of this notice. The first
notice was published on 4 March 2026.
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SENIOR MANAGEMENT

ACCOUNTANT

Hybrid. Full time

This is a key leadership position within our finance team,
offering strategic input, oversight of a small team, and
the opportunity to make a meaningful impact on long-
term community outcomes. You'll partner with leaders
across Council to drive smart financial decisions and
ensure we always understand our financial position.

What you'll do:

 Lead monthly, quarterly and annual reporting

¢ Support Annual Plan and Long-Term Plan processes

 Partner with managers on budgets and forecasting

 Provide clear financial advice to ELT and Elected
Members

* Maintain strong financial models and systems

» Supportaudit,compliance, GST and FBT requirements

* Monitor performance and recommend corrective
action

What you'll bring:

* CA qualified (or equivalent)

» 3+ years' accounting experience

e Local government experience preferred

 Strong budgeting and annual reporting experience

» Advanced Excel and financial systems skills

e Confident communicator who can influence and
challenge constructively

* Detail-focused with strong knowledge of legislation
and compliance

How to apply
To apply, please visit https://www.ruapehudc.govt.
nz/our-council/employment/current-vacancies.

@plications close Friday 13th March 2026 /

Waimarino is
first rodeo for
2026

The Waimarino Rodeo is the first rof the new season
for New Zealand and entries are looking very good with
outstanding numbers and competitors attending, says
committee member Cathy McLean.

“It will be a full, packed weekend with two full rodeos
— one on Saturday and one on Sunday.

“There are sideshows and retail stalls, food stalls to
suit all tastes.”

New Zealand’s top competitors will be there and up and
coming juniors will also be preforming

“Our local junior Rylee Mallalieu from Ruanui Sta-
tion is NZ’s junior steer rider for 2025/2026, who will be
competing at Waimarino.”

“Abig thankyou to all our sponsors who, without them,
this event could not go ahead.”

Stock is provided by contractors WFL Bucking Bulls, D
McConnell bulls, C Potts, time event stock, Bybs Gibson
time event stock, Rodney Limmer Horses Waimarino Club
Horses, Whitelocks Horses, Kim Young & Sons steers.

“Without their continuing support and continued train-
ing of the stock, these events could not happen.

“And finally, to our committee and supporters — a special
thanks for all your hard work and time given freely to keep
this great event happening.”

Local night is Friday night starting at 6pm, with barrel
racing and local steers.

“Anyone with steers that we could use would be ap-
preciated — please contact Shane 027-485-9527

“We welcome you all to our great event next week — 21
and 22 March and hope to see you all there,” invites Cathy.

Waimarino golf

On Saturday 28 February the Waimarino Gold Club’s
pennant team faced off against Rangitikei at home under
beautiful skies with a few of the matches going down to
the last couple of holes. The team managed to secure a
8.5-0.5 win.

The win on Saturday puts the team in second place.

In conjunction with pennants a haggle was run. With
the format being stableford. Results are: 1* Scott Irwin
40 points; 2" Geoff Leahy 39 points (on countback); 3™
Kimberley Warbrick also on 39 points.

NTP was won by Geoff Leahy

The Club thanks Kaylene and Amoa for the side spread
and service; Jerry and volunteers for the course presentation.

Last Thursday was the Club’s final night of Twilight
Golf for the season.

“Abig thank you to Kaylene for her unwavering support
throughout the season and to Jerry for taking care of the
cards each week,” said a Club spokesperson.

“We also sincerely thank our generous sponsors: New
World, Youngs Gardens, Josh Hooper, Cody Scarrow, Brad
Berry, Hayley and Ruapehu Brewing Company for helping
make Twilight Golf possible.

“Thank you to everyone who has supported and been
part of the Twilight Golf community this season. We look
forward to seeing you on Thursday for the final night.”
Saturday report

“It was a great day out on the course Saturday with a
fantastic turnout for our Haggle,” said the spokesperson.

The day also marked the 1st round of Club Champion-
ship Qualifying.

“We were also privileged to be joined by our visitors
from the NZ Army, who added to the atmosphere and
competitiveness of the day.

“The course provided a solid test for players, with con-
ditions making for an enjoyable and competitive round
as everyone looked to put a good score on the board for
qualifying.

Format was Nett, and the results are: 1 Piha Smith 66;
2. Kimberley Scott Warbrick Irwin 67; 3. Kawai 71 (CB);
4. Geoff Leahy 71; 5. Margaret Pikari 72; 6. James Turipa
72. NTP: Geoff Leahy. Twos: Aiden Gilbert.

This week the Club hosts the NZ Services as they contest
their Championships. Players will be taking on a huge chal-
lenge, competing over 36 holes a day.

“We wish all competitors the very best of luck for the
week ahead.”

Premium Ruapehu Lowline
Angus x Jersey branded beef,
raised locally in Raetihi.

Once You Taste It,
You'll Understand

Tender, marbled, full of flavour — calm handling and
stress-free transport for the best taste.
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Reng: 021 24 24 211 www.ruapehulowlineangus.co.nz
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Watch out around power
lines: power advice

The Lines Company (TLC) is reminding
contractors, farmers and rural communi-
ties to look up and keep clear of overhead
power lines, following recent incidents
involving agricultural equipment coming
too close to the network.

TLC has received reports of bales being
stacked underneath power lines, increasing
the risk of contact — particularly when
people climb on them or machinery is
operating nearby.

“When it comes to electrical safety, there
is no room for error,” says Simon Batters,
general manager people and safety.

“You don’t have to touch a power line
to be seriously injured or killed. Electricity
can jump from lines to nearby equipment
or objects.”

Nearly every worksite has overhead
lines and TLC is urging everyone working
near the network to:

e Stay at least four metres away from
overhead power lines.

* Avoid storing materials underneath or
near lines.

* Treat all downed lines as live.

* Stop work if there is any doubt.

If equipment comes into contact with
a power line, keep well clear. Operators
should stay inside the vehicle and call TLC
immediately.

“Our priority is simple — ensuring
everyone makes it home safely to their
whanau,” said Batters.

For advice or to report a concern, contact
0800 367 546 or visit thelinescompany.co.nz.

Working near overhead powerlines can have serious consequences. Photo supplied by TLC.

Looking after blue duck — right here at home

March is Whio Awareness Month and it’s all
about one very special bird that lives right here
in our backyard — the whio, also known as the
blue duck.

The whio (Hymenolaimus malacorhynchos)
is found only in New Zealand. You might even
recognise it from the $10 note. But there are now
fewer than 3000 left in the wild, which means
they need our help.

What makes whio so special?

Whio are not like your average duck. They
don’t live on ponds or lakes. They live in fast-
flowing rivers and streams, like the Whakapapa
River.

They have: blue-grey feathers that blend in
with river rocks, bright yellow eyes; a special
soft-edged bill that helps them scrape insects off
stones in rushing water.

If whio are living in a river, it usually means
that river is clean and healthy.

The threats they face

Whio are tough birds, but they struggle against
introduced predators like stoats and rats. These
predators attack eggs and chicks, which makes
it hard for whio numbers to grow.

That’s why predator control is so important.

Local volunteer group, Owhango Alive, has
been working since 2011 to protect native wild-
life in the Ohinetonga Scenic Reserve and along
the Whakapapa River.

What started as just a few people and a handful
of traps has grown into a strong team of volun-
teers running hundreds of traps.

They’ve now trapped thousands of predators,
helping give whio and other native birds a better
chance to survive and raise their young.

They also run working bees, help educate kids
about conservation, and bring the community
together to look after our special places.

You don’t have to be an expert to make a dif-
ference. You can: support local predator control;
keep rubbish out of rivers; tell others about whio;
donate or volunteer with Owhango Alive or other ~ Whio are under threat but local conservation groups are working

conservation groups. hard to make a difference. Photo: Rachel Anderson-Smith. Whio ducklings on the Mangatepopo River. Photos: Liz Brooker.
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