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Mayoral relief 
fund set up for 
Ōhura recovery

Ruapehu District Council has set up a 
Mayoral Relief Fund in partnership with 
the Te Awa Community Foundation to 
support recovery efforts in Ōhura town-
ship and surrounding areas following the 
recent flooding.

The local State of Emergency for Ōhura 
was lifted on Sunday, with the Civil De-
fence response transitioning from response 
into recovery.

The public can donate to the Fund
through a direct link on Council’s website: 
ruapehudc.govt.nz to the Te Awa Com-
munity Foundation. All funds raised will 
go directly toward response and recovery 
activities.

Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton said 
that establishing the Fund meant they 
could move forward with critical recovery 
tasks and respond to people with the most 
urgent needs.

“Having a Mayoral Relief Fund allows 
us to focus on immediate recovery needs 
such as pumping out septic tanks and clear-
ing debris to keep people in their homes.

As recovery progresses, Council will 
continue to prioritise areas of greatest 
need, particularly where other forms of 
assistance may not be available for such 
things as assisting with repairs to uninsured 
properties, replacing essential household, 
and providing other basic necessities.

Kirton said it was critically important for 
residents to come forward and complete 
a needs assessment so support can be 
targeted effectively from the appropriate 
agencies.

“Ōhura is a community facing imme-
diate and significant challenges, and we 
want to ensure we can maximise funding 

sources and target it to where it will make 
the biggest difference,” he said.

Kirton also encouraged anyone in a posi-
tion to help to consider making a donation.

“Every contribution will have a direct 
impact, helping families return to their 
homes and begin rebuilding as quickly as 
possible.”
State of emergency lifted

Civil Defence resources from Council 
and partner agencies were to shift from 
response activities to supporting recovery 
and rebuilding.

While the most urgent needs have
reduced, the impact on the community 
remains significant and recovery will take 
time, says RDC. The focus is now on 
helping residents clean up and get back 
on their feet.

Welfare support, information and as-
sistance remain available and people are 
encouraged to come forward and discuss 
their needs. Agencies will continue work-
ing closely with the community to ensure 
support is targeted where it is needed most.

Some Ōhura residents have “lost every-
thing”, after floodwaters swept through the 
town a week ago, says Clive Manley, RDC 
civil defence controller.

Flooding cut off the town, forcing some 
locals to escape in chest-high waters in the 
early hours of last Sunday morning.

About 50 homes were damaged by flood-
ing, he said, and six were uninhabitable.

“Any individual homes affected is huge 
to that person, so when you’ve got water 
in that’s literally destroyed all your furni-
ture, your whiteware, your belongings, it’s
major for you.

Turn to Page 2

Corporal Mark Keelty, New Zealand Army Band, plays the Last Post at the Anzac Day Civic Service at the National 
Army Museum in Waiouru on Saturday. The service was one of eleven around the Ruapehu District, including the 
traditional dawn parades at Waimarino (National Park), Raetihi and Waiouru Military Camp. See more photos Page 
6. Photo: Robert Milne.
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THE CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune	 Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique wines and 
cocktails to quench that thirst. Playroom for the kids, foozeball, 
air hockey and spacies to keep the kids entertained. Spectacular 
mountain views. A great place for casual get togethers or special 
occasions. Open every day. 

UTOPIA CAFÉ
47 Clyde St, Ohakune	 Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 8am – 3pm for all day breakfast and lunch. 
Serving Havana Coffee. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a 
great range of cabinet food and beverages, Frappé and smoothies. 
Vegan/Gluten-free options for both savoury and sweet are 
available. Speedy free Wi-Fi! A perfect place for everybody! 

LKNZ LODGE & CAFE
1 Rata St, Ohakune	 Ph: 027 257 LKNZ (5569)
Open every day. Menu includes our delicious big breakfast, 
creamy mushrooms, homemade soups, wedges, nachos, 
toasties, waffles and more ... Volcanic coffee, muffins & scones, 
real fruit smoothies and thick shakes. Dine in or takeaway. Onsite 
parking. www.lknz.co.nz

KINGS BAR & RESTAURANT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction	 Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by international 
chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and craft breweries 
including award winning Ruapehu Brewing Co beers in the fridge 
and on tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Please check 
our open times as these will vary.

Eating out in the 
Ruapehu District

Call 06 385 8532 to list your business here 
or email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road	 Ph: 06 385 8888
For over 35 years, The Powderkeg has been serving up exceptional 
food and service in a warm, welcoming atmosphere. Whether 
you’re enjoying a sunny afternoon on our spacious balcony or 
indulging in our weekly specials like Sushi Fridays and Smokehouse 
Sundays, there’s always something to look forward to. Join us for 
an unforgettable dining experience and follow us on Instagram @
powderkegbar for the latest updates and mouthwatering offers! 
Open daily 7am till late

ISSN 1170-1676 (print)
ISSN 1178-7406 (online)

Published by Ruapehu Media Ltd

56 Clyde St, Ruapehu Colab office, Ohakune.

Ruapehu’s only locally owned weekly community 
newspaper. Established 1983. 

Reaching homes every Wednesday in Ohakune, National 
Park, Raetihi, Waiouru and surrounding rural areas.

Publishing Editor:
Robert Milne – robert @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Advertising Rep:
Jude Chevin – ads @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Printed by NZME, Auckland

Advertising Deadline 5pm Friday

Phone (06) 385 8532

FOR MORE DETAILS, GO TO OHAKUNE.INFO 

IT'S FREE TO LIST SO PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU 
HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP ...

ADS@RUAPEHUBULLETIN.CO.NZ
LINK YOUR EVENT TO EVENTFINDA FOR FREE

Ruapehu Events
& What’s On

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune

06-385-8433   tcb.nz

For all your ski board and bike rental needs

Vintage & Classic Auto Show	 31 May
For more information email autoshow.at.the.park@gmail.com

MAY 2026

Matariki	 10 July

JULY 2026

Mardi Gras	 4 July

Tūroa Opening Day	 4 July
See www.turoa.com for details

Whakapapa Opening Day	 4 July
See www.whakapapa.com for details

Royal Theatre Movies, starts 7pm	
Goodbye Pork Pie (PG)	 2 May

Call for storm damage information

Mayoral relief fund set up for Ōhura recovery
“That was where the six are impacted... some have lost 

everything and are in alternate accommodation.”
The council has installed de-humidifiers to dry out 

sodden carpets and floors, and was pumping out septic 
tanks, Manley said.

Extensive road repairs were needed to fix slips through-
out the network.

The council was currently assessing the cost of the dam-
age from the deluge and recovery required, said Manley.

During the past week, residents have scraped sludge 
and silt from their homes, and others have searched for 
animals that disappeared in the floodwaters.

“[Some farms have] lost access through slips and fences 
damaged, and there was stock loss as well,” Manley told 
Radio New Zealand. 

“There has been loss and there has been hardship to 
them as well.”

“Just getting out and getting to a safe place was ex-
tremely harrowing for them, and we were very fortunate 
everyone was unharmed.

“There were cars lost and there were people trapped in 
cars on the night, but there was no-one that was injured, 
which was really great.”

The recent severe weather event caused significant 
flood damage to Ōhura township and surrounding 

areas.

From Page 1

The Ruapehu-Whanganui Rural Support Trust (RWRST) 
is asking all farmers and rural landowners across the 
Ruapehu Region to complete the Rapid Rural Damage 
Assessment (RRDA) following last week’s weather event, 
as efforts continue to understand the full extent of damage 
across the district.

RWRST has heard first-hand from farming families 

about the toll the event has taken on rural 
properties, infrastructure and day-to-day 
operations. Washed-out tracks, damaged 
culverts, affected bridges and destroyed 
fence lines have added pressure to many 
rural households as they head into winter.

“We ask farmers to complete the RRDA, 
whether the impact on their property has 
been severe or relatively minor. Every re-
sponse helps build a clearer picture of the 
scope and scale of the damage across the 
Ruapehu Region and helps strengthen the 
case for targeted support where it is needed 
most,” says Ali Kydd, Trust co-ordinator.

He said the floods not only impacted 
Ōhura but the wider surrounds and also 
the Ruatiti Valley.

Edie Neill, RWRST Trustee points out 
that “even if the damage on your property 

seems manageable, your response still 
matters. 

“Every assessment helps build the bigger 
picture of what farming families and rural 
communities across Ruapehu are deal-
ing with. By taking a few minutes to fill 
it out, you’re not only helping your own 
property be counted, you’re also helping 
your neighbours and supporting the wider 
rural community.”

All information collected through the 
RRDA is only made available to RST, 
CDEM and MPI and will only be used 
to understand the scope and scale of the 
weather event.

Anybody struggling to use the RRDA 
can call 0800 787 254 for help. 

The form can be accessed via the QR 
Code here, or at https://arcg.is/Oe1yy

Slips have damaged several rural properties after the 19 April floods. The local rural 
support trust has asked farmers to let them know if they have damage. Photo supplied.
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Ruapehu Crater Lake temp steady, more quakes

Floods damage Makotuku Track 

Since the last Ruapehu update in February, Mt Rua-
pehu’s Crater Lake temperatures and gas emissions have 
remained stable, reports GNS. 

“We have observed a small increase in seismic activ-
ity under the summit from mid-march to early-April. No 
noticeable change has been observed in Crater Lake com-
position. The Volcanic Alert Level at Ruapehu remains at 
Level 1 and the Aviation Colour Code at Green.”

GNS’s last update on observed volcanic activity at 
Ruapehu was in late February 2026. Since then, Te Wai 
ā-moe (Ruapehu Crater Lake) temperatures have remained 
relatively stable, fluctuating between 17°C and 21°C. 

“Gas output, measured by our sulphur dioxide scan-
ners and airborne gas flights, has seen low to moderate 
emissions in line with long term trends,” says Cam Asher, 
duty volcanologist

Since mid-March, scientists have started to record a 
sequence of small earthquakes below the Crater Lake. 

“As these are very small, we have only been able to 
locate 22 events, but many smaller, unlocatable events 
have been recorded by our seismographs within 2-3 km 
of the lake.”

Asher says earthquakes below Crater Lake are not un-
common, with notable activity in January 2022, November 
2023, and March 2024. The current earthquake activity 
peaked between 24-26 March and has since declined. 
Earthquake activity in this area is persistent, but variable 
in rate. No other changes in seismic activity have occurred.

A recent water and gas sampling of Crater Lake oc-
curred in April, and multiple sulphur slicks were observed 
across the lake from upwellings in the northern vent area 
(underneath the lake), ranging from the more-common 
yellow streaks to less-common dark grey. Sulphur slicks 
are commonly seen above the northern vent area. Analysis 
of the water and gases collected from the lake indicates that 
the chemistry is following trends established since 2022.

Plot of the number of earthquakes observed within 3km of the Ruapehu Crater Lake 
over the past six years, with notable increases in seismicity also occurring in  January 
2022, November 2023, and March 2024.

The floods on 19 April have damaged the Makotuku 
Track in Raetihi, stripping out metal in some sections and 
also undercutting a section of concrete footpath.

However, volunteers have already been on the job, fenc-
ing off dangerous areas and shoring up the concrete path.

Ruapehu Promotions Charitable Trust said the Ruapehu 
District Council has “been really helpful” and are hoping 
that RDC will reimburse RPCT for their expenses.

“At the moment we are repairing as much as we can, 

especially the planting. It will be a long process,” said a 
RPCT spokesperson.

“It is a temporary measure whilst we liaise with council 
for a permanent solution. At the moment it feels that part 
bordering the river is in jeopardy from flood erosion. 

“We are getting more and more floods unfortunately.”
Posts have been installed to stop a 9-metre long concrete 

path from collapsing. 
“There is some movement and even though there are 

cordons stopping people from walking on it.

Volunteers Kieran Martin and, at the back Rocky Horne, work on securing a section of the Makotuku Track. Photos: 
RPCT.

Iconic Ohakune sign 
returned to original 
location

Volunteers pictured with the Ohakune “Where Adventures Begin” sign, from left: 
Dave Hammond with Maddox, Maisie and Lincoln, Richard Milne, Peter Hammond, 
Peggy Frew, Ron Frew, Daniel Pearson., Joel Hammond and Frank Taylor.

A group of volunteers from the Ohakune 
Growers Association got stuck in on 
Monday to return the iconic “Ohakune, 
Where Adventures Begin” sign to its 
original location beside the highway and 
near the Big Carrot.

Ron Frew, from the Growers 
Association, said that the growers were 
responsible for the original sign being 
installed in the 1980s.

He said the sign was removed in recent 
years, but was restored by Ohakune 
Carrot Park Trust member Elayne Mott 
and Phillip Sutton, and put up at the back 
of the Carrot Park car park, away from the 
main road.

Mr Frew said he initially accepted 
the move, but had since changed his 
mind after discussions with other local 

vegetable growers as well as ex-grower 
Peter Hammond, who was one of the 
people instrumental in installing the Big 
Carrot, as well as the sign.

There had been discussion in the 
community about the sign being away 
from the main road, following the decision 
by the council to support a project to install 
new entrance signs for the town.

Mr Frew said the growers did not have 
an issue with the other signs, but felt the 
“adventures” sign should be resinstated 
and the new southern approach sign be 
installed further along Rangataua Road.

Mike Wiggins, chair of Ohakune 
Promotions Association in the 1980s, 
said the Adventures sign, built by Paul 
Beckett, was based on the logo designed 
for the Association.
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THE WEEKLY WORKOUT answers for each puzzle are included on this page

SUDOKU Fill the grid so every row, column and every 3x3 box contains 1-9

SUDOKU

848

1 2

1 2

The Top 10
1.  “So true, funny how it seems - always 
in time, but never in line for dreams . . .” 
begins which 1983 hit single?
2.  Where was New Zealand’s first 
permanent lighthouse built?
3.  What was the nickname of William Cody, 
the American showman?
4.  Which batsman got out after scoring 299 
against Sri Lanka in 1991?
5.  What is the name for a duck-shooter’s 
shelter?
6.  Is an impi the Asian release of a 1970s 
Hillman car, a body of Zulu warriors or 
a mischievous sprite in stories by the 
Brothers Grimm? 
7.  Which alphabet is made from just dots?
8.  What is found on the periodic table?
9.  What is a natterjack?
10.  A human has seven neck vertebrae. 
How many does a giraffe have?

QUICK CROSSWORD

CROSSWORD

Across: 1. Cursed, 5. Attest, 10. Vis a vis, 11. 
Carmine, 12. Corona, 15. Facile, 16. Treason, 
17. Seek, 18. Isle, 19. Decibel, 20. Bias, 22. 
UFOs, 25. Creeper, 27. Neighs, 28. Recall, 
31. Examine, 32. Glazier, 33. Recede, 34. 
Sunder. 
Down: 2. Upsurge, 3. Savant, 4. Dish, 5. 
Arch, 6. Turban, 7. Spirits, 8. Evicts, 9. Delete, 
13. Arrears, 14. Mariner, 15. Forever, 20. 
Banger, 21. Animate, 23. Fragile, 24. Salary, 
25. Choice, 26. Remain, 29. Here, 30. Ages. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16

17 18

19

20 21 22 23 24

25 26

27 28

29 30

31 32

33 34

1 True, by Spandau Ballet, 2 Pencarrow Head, 3 
Buffalo Bill, 4 Martin Crowe, 5 Maimai, 6 A body 
of Zulu warriors, 7 Braille, 8 A list of chemical 
elements, 9 A toad, 10 Seven.

Across
1. Damned (6)
5. Give evidence (6)
10. Face to face (Fr) 
(3,1,3)
11. Vivid red (7)
12. Halo around the 
sun (6)
15. Simple (6)
16. Act of betrayal (7)
17. Search (4)
18. Small land mass 
(4)
19. Measure of sound 
(7)
20. Prejudice (4)
22. Alien sightings (4)
25. Vine (7)
27. Whinnies (6)
28. Remember (6)
31. Inspect (7)
32. Glassworker (7)
33. Ebb (6)
34. Break apart (6)
Down
2. Boost (7)
3. Learned person (6)
4. Shallow food 
container (4)
5. Part of foot (4)
6. Traditional 
headdress (6)
7. Alcoholic drinks (7)
8. Expels (6)
9. Erase (6)
13. Debts (7)

14. Sailor (7)
15. Always (7)
20. Old car (colloq) (6)
21. Give energy to (7)
23. Delicate (7)
24. Annual pay (6)
25. Option (6)
26. Stay (6)
29. In this place (4)
30. Donkey’s years (4)

THE TOP 10

Puzzles © The Puzzle Company  

Enjoy WordFit puzzles? 
Magazines available from 

www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz
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Gallipoli survivors speak again
The words of WWI soldiers can now reach across the 

century and be heard in a new audio exhibition at the 
National Army Museum Te Mata Toa in Waiouru.

The National Army Museum Te Mata Toa has an-
nounced its partnership with Voices of Gallipoli on The 
Bad Luck Battalion — “a landmark audio work” bringing 
the eyewitness accounts of three Gallipoli survivors to 
New Zealand audiences in a form never before possible: 
on their phones, on demand, anywhere.

The Bad Luck Battalion draws on the verbatim testimonies 
of Henry Lewis, John Skinner, and George (Sonny) Skerrett 
(Ngāi Tahu, Ngāti Māmoe) – three soldiers of the Otago In-
fantry Battalion who landed at Anzac Cove on 25 April 1915. 
Their stories are in their own words — adapted by playwright 
Arthur Meek from the original recordings made by Maurice 
Shadbolt, and performed by a cast of New Zealand actors. 
The work is introduced by broadcaster Jack Tame.

Museum visitors can encounter excerpts of the work 
through an in-gallery installation at the National Army 
Museum, launched on Anzac Day 2026, then access the 
full 30-minute audio experience on their own devices by 
scanning a QR code. The complete work — available at 

badluckbattalion.vog.care — combines the intimacy of 
listening with the freedom of mobile, placing the voices 
of these men directly into the ears of a new generation.

“This isn’t about nations or armies, or the glorification 
or condemnation of war,” says creator Arthur Meek. 

“It’s about individuals — from our world, in a differ-
ent time, recounting their lived experience of an unprec-
edented – and hopefully never to be repeated – experience 
of hell on earth. We promised we would remember – The 
Bad Luck Battalion is a powerful way to keep our word.”

The Otago Battalion suffered catastrophic losses at 
Gallipoli. Within two weeks of the landing on Anzac Day 
1915, fewer than 80 fit men remained from a regiment of 
over 1200. 

“Some people said we were the bad luck battalion,” 
Skerrett recalled. “We were, we really were.”

The Bad Luck Battalion is available now. The in-gallery 
installation launches at the National Army Museum Te 
Mata Toa, Waiouru, for Anzac Day 2026.

Meek, a New Zealand playwright based in the UK, 
will appear on the Old Front Line podcast with military 
historian Paul Reed for Anzac Day 2026. 

National Army Museum marketing manager Nic Bennett views the new exhibition 
that brings to life the voices of Gallipoli soldiers. Photo: National Army Museum.

Waimarino Fire Station 
name change marked

An afternoon of fun for the kids and 
celebration on Sunday marked the official 
return and renaming of the Waimarino 
Volunteer Fire Brigade with their crew of 
community volunteers and whānau.

“Big thanks to QFF (Qualified Fire 
Fighter) John Eley for digging up every 
historical record that he could to write 
about the history of the Waimarino Fire 
Brigade,” said Waimarino Fire Chief 
Marilla Swift.

Prior to 1955, fire prevention and control 
for the Waimarino township was managed 
by informal groups of residents or through 
government forest management channels. 

The Tongariro Fire District was es-
tablished in 1940 under the Forests Act 
1921-22. The Tongariro Forest Officer was 
empowered to require “any male person 
over the age of 16” to assist in extinguish-

ing a fire. Records indicate the Forest 
Service maintained some fire engines in 
the area through this period. Also, residents 
of the local Waikune Prison also assisted 
with fires.

The first formal beginnings of the 
Waimarino Volunteer Fire Brigade as a 
standalone entity begin on 15 March 1955 
with the establishment of the Urban Area 
of Waimarino as a Secondary Urban Fire 
District under the Fire Services Act 1949. 

In 1957, the land comprising the sta-
tion’s current location was transferred to 
the Waimarino Urban Fire Authority.

Some time after, notwithstanding the 
Brigade’s official 1955 establishment name 
and land registry records, the Waimarino 
Urban Fire Authority began to be known 
as the “National Park Fire Brigade” as the 

Turn to Page 9Waimarino Fire Brigade members and supporters at the official renaming of their fire station. Photo: Liz Brooker.
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How are we doing?
• Council provides a wide range of services that our communities rely on every day.

• Our annual Level of Service Survey is an important way for us to understand 
how satisfied you are with these services and how we can do things better.

• Please take a quick minute to scan the QR code, 
• share your feedback, and help shape the services 
• we deliver for you. 

• Alternatively, you can also find a link to the survey 
• on our website homepage: ruapehudc.govt.nz 

‘It’s beautiful’: Ohakune families find a place to call home
wide range of possibilities and potential, including the 
opportunity to establish a reo-speaking street, create a 
māra kai, introduce street karakia, or foster a culture of 
shared care.

“The opportunities are truly exciting,” Leahy said.
Ka Uruora partners with iwi across the country to deliver 

housing, supporting projects from planning through to 
completion. Chair Jamie Tuuta said the project demonstrat-
ed the effectiveness of iwi-led housing initiatives, while 
also underscoring the scale of unmet demand nationwide.

“Iwi know their people, they know their housing chal-

lenges, and they know what solutions will work. Korokio 
shows the power of iwi-led housing when the right partner-
ships and investment are in place.”

Tuuta said demand for warm, dry, affordable housing 
remained high across the country.

“Projects like Korokio prove what is possible – but 
they also remind us how much more could be achieved if 
iwi-led housing initiatives received sustained and adequate 
investment.”

LDR is local body journalism co-funded by RNZ and 
NZ On Air

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy 
Reporting

Ten Ngāti Rangi whānau moved into 
new homes in Ohakune last week and on 
the weekend following the blessing of a 
10-house development aimed at easing 
local housing pressure (see Ruapehu Bul-
letin, 22 April).

Caregiver Racheal Brown was to move 
into Korokio last Friday with her six-year-
old daughter and her mother, who is 72.

She visited their new home for the first 
time on Tuesday.

“I’m excited, I’m scared, I’m happy. 
All of that,” Brown told Local Democracy 
Reporting.

“It’s beautiful. It has three bedrooms, 
two bathrooms, a huge laundry and wet 
room, a kitchen/dining room and open-plan 
lounge, a washing machine, a dryer, fridge 
and dishwasher.

“It has heating – an air-conditioner and 
double-glazed windows. No heating was 
on but it was warm inside – even though it 
was snowing on the Desert Road.”

Brown said she has been living with her 
mother for the past five years. Her mother 
had lived in the same Housing New Zea-
land house for more than 30 years.

“It’s only two bedrooms, but we’ve had 
multiple people living here – up to seven 
adults and a couple of kids. Wherever we 
could find the space, that’s where we slept.

“We used the garage, and in winter time 
it was freezing. You’d come inside and 
have to sleep in the lounge. It was very 
cramped, very crowded.”

Another young mother shared her excite-
ment about her new home.

“I’m excited to have a space for my 
baby and myself – a place to call home. 
We love that.”

One young mum was looking forward 
to moving in with her children after 

spending two years living with their great-
grandmother and other whānau.

The homes were developed specifically 
for Ngāti Rangi uri in response to acute 
local housing pressures – an issue Dryden 
says remains unresolved.

“As an iwi, we are deeply concerned by 
the shortage of affordable housing for our 
whānau, within our own rohe. In 2024, 
we stepped up ourselves and funded four 
homes in Ohakune because our people 
could not wait.”

Dryden said government support had 
been critical.

“Continued government backing will 
be essential if more whānau are to access 
homes like these.”

Ngā Waihua o Paerangi pou ārahi (chief 
executive) Helen Leahy said the develop-
ment followed years of shifting policy set-
tings that disrupted earlier housing plans.

“Over the last five years we have negoti-
ated fit-for-purpose solutions with a range 
of agencies that included emergency hous-
ing, social housing, papakainga housing, 
worker accommodation and transitional 
housing.

“However, as government modified the 
policy levers, these opportunities were no 
longer available to us.”

Leahy said those shifts had tangible im-
pacts on the community, with some whānau 
forced to leave the region.

Housing need in the rohe was “dire”, 
with whānau facing rents of $800 a week 
for a three-bedroom home.

“As a consequence, whānau are living in 
inadequate and insufficient housing. They 
are couch-surfing, they are living in cars, 
their health suffers.

“We carry those experiences with us into 
Korokio. It drives our determination to do 
better for our families,” Leahy said.

The development opened the door to a 

A dawn whakanoa ceremony marked the opening on Sunday 19 April of 10 new iwi-
built homes in Ohakune. The homes were developed specifically for Ngāti Rangi uri 
in response to acute local housing pressures. Photo: Robert Milne.
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Daniel Tizzard-Close from the National Army Museum sings the poem In Flanders 
Fields.

Anzac Day services: We will remember them

Students from Waiouru Primary School read the poem Anzac Day.

Ruapehu College student Sam Williams recites the poem Pastures Green.

Members of the Kotuku International Youth Choir sing their ‘Anzac Hope Song’.

Soldiers on parade at the Ohakune Civic Ceremony. Photo: Ngāti Rangi.

Representatives from Ngāti Rangi iwi ready to lay wreaths at the Ohakune War Memorial Gates. Photo: Ngāti Rangi.

A frosty morning greeted those attending the Raetihi Dawn Service, which included the march to the Raetihi Māori 
Cemetery, followed by the march to the Parapara Road Cemetery. Photo: Ngāti Rangi.
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Are you up to speed?
Test your road rules knowledge 

2.What does this sign mean?
5.If you are travelling slow and

holding up traffic, what must
you do?

3.On the open road, a school bus has
stopped on the other side of the road to
let children off, what speed must you
slow down to?

4.What does this sign mean?

6.What are some examples of when you
would need to go below the posted
speed?

Every year people die in speed-related crashes.

Remember the faster you go the more likely you

are to be killed or seriously injured if you crash. 

1.What is the speed limit on the open road
when you are towing a light trailer?

Answers on Page 9.

Speed kills: joint campaign to slow drivers down
It’s no surprise that driving at higher than posted speeds 

limits increases the risk of death or serious injury, not 
only to drivers, but everyone around them, says Horizons 
Regional Council road safety co-ordinator, Val Overweel.

“Speed affects the severity of all crashes. Even when 
speed doesn’t cause the crash, it will most likely determine 
whether anyone is killed, injured, or walks away unharmed 
from that crash.”

To address the ongoing concern, Horizons Regional 
Council, District Councils, New Zealand Police, New 
Zealand Transport Agency Waka Kotahi (NZTA) and ACC 
are collaborating throughout April and May as part of the 
‘Better Together’ campaign, to deter people in the Police 
Central Districts region from driving above the speed limit. 

Overweel says, “as a community we must not tolerate this 
dangerous behaviour of driving above the speed limit. When 
people choose to speed, they’re putting not only themselves, 
but their passengers and other people on the road at risk.”

The Better Together campaign urges drivers to take a 
simple but powerful step: drive within the speed limit – 
“it’s a limit, not a target”.

During April and May, people will be reminded through 
advertising and education of the consequences of speeding, 
which will be supported by Police enforcement activities.  

Manawatu road policing manager, Andy Reid, says 
“everyone should expect Police to enforce anytime, any-
where on our roads.  

“There’s no excuse for speeding. If you’re driving above 
the speed limit, expect the appropriate enforcement action 
to be undertaken. It’s not worth putting yourself and others 
at risk of death or serious injury.”

Overweel adds, “It’s on drivers to make the decision to 
keep themselves and others safe on the road. Road deaths 
from excess speed have torn families apart. Together we 
can make everyone safer on the roads, but we need your 
help to do so.”

High speed will increase the chance of injury or death, even if speed wasn’t the cause 
of the crash, says the Better Together campaigners.

An El Niño spring
• Dr Jim Salenger says El Niño conditions are 

likely to prevail in New Zealand by early spring. 
So, prepare for weather extremes: frequent frosty 
nights in winter, southerly storms in spring, then 
intense hot dry air masses moving across from 
central Australia in summer.

El Niño conditions favour heavy snow accumu-
lation on the southern slopes of Mount Ruapehu, 
so during this El Niño year, Turoa is expected 
to maintain a deep snow base well into spring.

Every autumn now, we see our Mangaehuehu 
glacier imitating the Cheshire Cat, reminding us 
that Tūroa is averaging 6% less snow every year 
due to global warming. Nevertheless, strong El 
Niños of past years have given skiers plenty of 
snow; for instance, the 2023 El Niño saw Tūroa 
recording 257 cm. (But in the La Niñas of 2024 
and 2025, only 46 cm and 80 cm respectively)

However, don’t count your chickens before 

they’re hatched. Thanks to the Trump 
war and our missing-in-action PM, 
diesel and petrol could become rationed 
and very expensive for the second half 

of this year. It may be worth organising Friday 
evening Auckland and Wellington ski trains from 
July until October.

And remember … one swallow (or shining 
cuckoo) doesn’t make a summer. El Niño events 
rarely persist beyond a year. Expect 2027 snow 
conditions to be neutral (90 cm) or La Niña (35 
cm). And remember that La Niña conditions 
frequently last for two or three consecutive years.

For long-term commercial prosperity, and for 
full employment of our tamariki, Ohakune must 
be the opening to a new world in practice, not 
just in empty words on wastefully expensive 
billboards. There are a dozen untapped tourist and 
industrial opportunities here that could generate 
enough income to reduce our rates and pay off 
the RDC’s $68 million debt within councillors’ 
lifetimes.

John Archer

Ohakune squash 
Last week’s Ohakune Squash Club’s inter-business 

results saw Karakal score the highest score this round 
with a 119/61 win over Prince, Tecnifibre beat Dunlop 
101/90, Salming beat Head 109/95 and Stellar beat Un-
squashable 102/89.

Points to date: Tecnifibre 519, Karakal 514, Salming 
504, Stellar 489, Dunlop 482, Unsquashable 474, Head 
474 and Prince 376.

Draw for this Thursday: at Ohakune, 5:00pm Salming 
vs Prince, 6:30pm Tecnifibre vs Head, 8:00pm Unsquash-
able vs Karakal and at Raetihi at 5:30pm Dunlop vs Stellar.

Several players competed in the River City tournament 
over the weekend with some excellent results. Best in the 
men’s was a division five win to Scott Fraser. Emma Rowe 
won the women’s division one. Hana Harding won the 
women’s division two with Lily Alabaster third and, in 

the third division, Jessie Harding won with Grace Rowe 
runner up. Fiona Fraser was third in the fourth division.

The Squash Stars programme for beginning juniors 
starts up this week on Wednesday after school. Several 
have registered. Recent data from Squash New Zealand 
showed that Ohakune was well ahead in terms of numbers 
of financial junior members, currently at 58. Next in the 
Manawatu/Taranaki region was New Plymouth on 43 and 
then Taihape at 36. Only six clubs nationally had more.

The Ohakune Team heading to Inglewood this week-
end to defend the districts Graded Champs trophy is 
Men - B grade Jayden Bailey, C grade Archie Mills, D 
grade Jason Haitana, E grade Simon Barlow, F/J Chase 
Haitana. Women – B grade Diana Cranston, C grade Lily 
Alabaster, D grade Jesse Harding, E grade Bella Drayton, 
F/J grade Eva Hovelle.

HORIZONS SPEED TEST ANSWERS:
1. 90kmh; 2. The maximum speed that you can travel is 100kmh; 3. 20kmh; 4. This is a safe and 

comfortable speed to drive around the curve ahead – this is in good driving conditions. The arrow shows 
which direction the curve goes; 5. Pull over as soon as it is safe, to let following vehicles pass; 6. The 
road is busy, windy, bumpy, narrow, wet or icy. It is raining, windy, foggy or bright sunlight. 
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Experts Experts ~~ at your service at your service

Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 06 385 4718

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing & Drainlaying
•	 Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of 

all pumps
•	 Fires & Solar 
•	 5 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck

“Your local Registered Certifier”

Call Brian 027 436 1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 444 2058 Bruce 021 0389288 Alan

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service & sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune – Raetihi – Rangataua –

Horopito – National Park – Whanganui

NEW LOCATION
Next to BP Ohakune

Open Monday – Friday 8am – 4pm
Saturday 9am – 12pm. Sunday CLOSED

P 027 2799 724    E ohakunehire@xtra.co.nz

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF HIRE 
EQUIPMENT. SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

FOR THE BIG JOBS:
 digger hire, cherry pickers, 
pumps, wood splitters, 
generators, car trailers, post 
hole borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, rollers & 
compactors, portable trencher

Marquee Hire

Property Maintenance / Cleaning

021 886509 or 021 0782419

• General Cleaning
• Property Maintenance

• Carpet Cleaning
• Water Blasting Services
• Floor polishing/buffing

For a free no obligation quote call:
RAY 021 886 509 or MAURICE 021 078 2419

Or visit: www.rccpml.co.nz

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

FOR YOUR 
BUILDING PROJECT 

& DIY NEEDS
MON to FRI – 7.30am – 5pm

SAT 9am –midday

Auto Services

Ph 027 863 7454

Locally owned and operated 
by mechanic Daniel Norris. 

WOF $75 car, $45 trailer

Ruapehu Motors
Cnr Seddon St and Valley Rd, Raetihi.

For enquiries, please phone Daniel

Ohakune Landscape Supplies

Ph 0800 926 315

- Huge range of Pebbles	 - Builders mix
- Mulch	 - Sand	 - White chip
- Bark	 - Topsoil	 - Pavers
- Pea Straw	 - Bagged Garden Fertilisers
- Rail & Mac Sleepers

~ Call to arrange supply ~ FREE loan trailer ~
~ eftpos available ~

Email: Ohakune.landscape@gmail.com

Earthworks

Ph 027 289 4404

HAITANA EARTHWORKS
14 tonne digger

 14 tonne wheel digger

 Tip truck

 Supply of metal,
   scoria and boulders

Farm work, section & 
driveways, rock walls

Note:Note:
Call Jude to book 

this space
 for next

 

week.
Only cost

s $$34.8734.87+GST 

each week for 50 

weeks, in colour!

Other opti
ons availa

ble.

p: 06-385-8532

e: ads@
ruapehubu

lletin.co.n
z

Concrete Services

Jasper 027 840 2222 | Norm 027 511 1166

MCP TAUPO – MORE THAN CONCRETE
Taupo’s No.1 Concrete Service

Locally owned and family-built, MCP Taupo delivers 
quality concrete solutions you can trust.

From house slabs and driveways to commercial 
floors and civil works — concrete done right.

3 Free site check & quote 3 Full prep, pour & finish 
3 800+ projects completed

Strength in Every Pour – Built Right from the 
Ground Up

www.mcptaupo.co.nz
Email admin@mcptaupo.co.nz | 800 Rakaunui Rd, Taupo

From robots to kiwi, paddling to dagging at the College
Eye on Ruapehu College, contributed by staff 

and students
Digital Technology 

Year 9 Digital Technology students learnt about 
robotics and programming at the end of the Col-

lege’s first term. 
Working in small groups, they built and assem-

bled Lego robots before moving on to program-
ming them using a block-based coding system. 
Students then programmed their robots to navigate 

a maze created with tape in the 
classroom. This involved test-
ing their code, identifying and 
fixing errors and refining their 
programs until the robots could 
complete the challenge. The 
project helped develop skills 
in computers, problem-solving, 
and teamwork while introduc-
ing key concepts in coding and 
engineering design. 

Report by Tamzyn Te Riaki 
Aghort/horticulture 

The Ruapehu College NCEA 
Level 2 and 3 Agriculture and 
Horticulture class are complet-
ing various practical farm visits 
as part of their assessments. 

“They need to develop practi-
cal skills that will enable them to 
safely handle and treat different 
livestock classes as well as be-
ing able to identify healthy and 
unhealthy behaviours,” says 
teacher Matt Laurenson. 

“Some of the practical skills 
they will develop on this course 
are drenching, vaccinating, 

dagging, sorting, dipping, spraying 
and moving stock. They will also 
develop an understanding for why 
these tasks are so important for the 
health of the livestock and how to 
ensure your farm is successful. 

“This course is made possible thanks 
to the huge support we have from our 
amazing community and the local 
farmers who allow our students to 
come out and learn hands-on skills. 
The farmers also answer any questions 
from the students and talk them through 
the processes they take on the farm and 
why the tasks they are completing are 
vital for the success of the farm.”
Kiwi Forever 

A group of Year 12 students took 
part in a week stay at Tirorangi 
Marae through the Kiwi Forever 
programme in Term One, where 
they spent time learning in a shared 
environment that combined conser-
vation work, cultural understanding, 
and group responsibility. 

The experience unfolded as a 
series of activities and discussion, 
with students gradually becoming more familiar 
with both the setting and expectations of the marae, 
explains teacher Meredith Wilson. 

While there, students were involved in practical 
environmental work connected to the protection 
of native species, alongside gaining a broader 

awareness of sustainability and the role people play 
in maintaining local ecosystems. Their learning 
developed through participation and observation, 
with an emphasis on working together and con-
tributing in small but meaningful ways. 

Time at the marae also provided an opportunity 
Turn to Page 10

Across all three Ruapehu College waka ama teams, performances 
reflected the effort that had gone into training beforehand, with 
steady improvement and strong teamwork shown in the way 
each crew approached their races. Photos: Ruapehu College.

Local farmers have stepped up to give Ruapehu students a 
taste of rural working life.
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Experts Experts ~~ at your service at your service

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE

Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 

vehicles, wheel alignments, computer 
diagnostics, warrant of fitness 

inspections, parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Land development

Ph 027 685 4854

Marquee Hire

Tree & Garden Services

Ph 021 951 962

Garden maintenance & landscaping
Tree care and removal

Landscape design and installation

Over two decades of experience in commercial 
and private tree & garden management

Fully qualified and insured

Contact us today for a free consultation or 
estimate – email treeshapeltd@gmail.com

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill.Cut down on your power bill.  
Go gas hot water & heating Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.– supplied and installed.
Call for a consultation.Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 orPhone Denise 027 482 7488 or

EmailEmail
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nzaccounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Plumber

Ph 021 635 517

Looking for a dependable local 
plumber in your area?

Count on our skilful local Ohakune plumber for 
all your maintenance plumbing requirements. 
Whether it’s a leaking pipe or a blocked drain, 
we deliver quality service with fair pricing in 

the Ohakune & surrounding areas.

Don’t hesitate, get in touch with us today!
office@plumberdan.co.nz

Headstones

06 343 8708

Traditional & Unique
Headstones in all

Cemeteries
462 Somme Parade, Whanganui.

Branches also at ...
	 Palmerston North	 Feilding
	 707 Main St	 14 MacArthur St
	 06 356 4782	 06 323 6616

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Gib Fixing & Plastering

Ph 021 170 3893

Landscaping

Ph 027 241 3412

EARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPING

Drainage
5T/3T Diggers
Road Roller
All Concrete Work
Concrete Cutting

RICHARD
FLEURY

027 241 3412
DIPLOMA IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Tree Felling & Firewood

Phone Jack 027 314 7095

ON-SITE TREE FELLING & FIREWOOD SPECIALISTS

TURN UNWANTED TREES INTO 
VALUABLE FIREWOOD

• Tree felling	 • Dangerous & dead trees
• Wind-thrown & hung-up trees	 • Hedge & shelterbelt work
• Section clearing	 • 6T & 1.7T diggers	
• 6T tip truck services	 • On-site firewood processing

Professional - Reliable - Local Service
Free quotes – Fully insured

Covering the wider Ruapehu district
JK Contracting

Web Tech Design

Ph 0210 56 76 70

Divers take the plunge to keep tabs on trout 
Fish & Game New Zealand has wrapped 

up another season of drift-diving surveys, 
with staff kitting up in wetsuits and snorkels 
to glide down more than 100 rivers nation-
wide, including the Rangitikei, in a bid to 
understand the health of the country’s trout 
populations and freshwater. 

The surveys are a cornerstone of Fish & 
Game’s monitoring programme, provid-
ing data on trout abundance that directly 
informs catch limits for anglers but also 
an opportunity to check the health of New 
Zealand’s rivers. 

“Our staff are in the water assessing water 
clarity, habitat quality, aquatic insect popula-
tions and the abundance of indigenous fish,” 
said Fish & Game New Zealand chief operat-
ing officer Richie Cosgrove. 

“Together, that gives us a broad and reli-
able picture of overall river health.” 

Each year, Fish & Game staff drift and 
glide down hundreds of kilometres of rivers 
throughout the country, compiling data that 
feeds into the management of sports fish 
populations on behalf of New Zealand’s 

140,000 fishing licence holders. There are 
very few organisations who do this and none 
more extensively.

“Trout require the cleanest water of any 
freshwater species in the country, which 
makes them an excellent indicator of river 
health,” Cosgrove said. 

“When trout are thriving, it tells us the 
waterway is in good shape. When they’re 
struggling, it’s often a sign that something 
is wrong upstream. 

“This work is what underpins our ability 
to advocate effectively for healthy rivers and 
lakes,” Cosgrove said.  

Drift diving is one of several monitoring 
methods used by Fish & Game, alongside 
electric fishing, spawning surveys, acoustic 
surveys, eDNA testing, and angler surveys.

Hamish Carnachan Fish & Game officer, 
said F&G do other river survey work in the 
Ruapehu region’s rivers, and have worked 
with local iwi on these, but it is not drift-
diving work.
Fish & Game staff drift diving on the 
Rangitikei River.

town itself became known as National Park.
In 1978, the National Park Volunteer Fire 

Brigade was created under the Fire Service 
Act 1975. The Fire Service Act 1975 was 
replaced by the Fire and Emergency New 

Zealand Act 2017.
In December 2024, National Park Village 

was officially renamed to Waimarino and on 
26th April 2026, National Park Volunteer Fire 
Brigade celebrated their official name change 
back to Waimarino Volunteer Fire Brigade.

From Page 4
Waimarino fire celebration
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CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE

BUSINESS NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

For everything Ohakune, visit

www.ohakune.info

RURAL OHAKUNE HOME, three bedrooms, two bathroom 
incl ensuite and small sleepout located 10 minutes from 
Ohakune. Unfurnished, suit three couples or family. A large 
living kitchen dining area and with good size wood burner 
and an outdoor entertainment area with great mountain 
views. Private well established grounds with a large garage 
and good storage! Considerate tenants please apply. 
$600pw. References required. Small amount of grazing 
available. Phone Cecilia 0274 956 180.

Ohakune Health Hub
In pain? Let us help.

Experienced care in Osteopathy, Physiotherapy, 
Massage and Acupuncture – effective treatment for:
- Musculoskeletal pain - headaches & concussion - 

post-operative recovery - and much more.

ACC registered | 77–79 Clyde St, Ohakune
Book online: www.ohakuneosteo.co.nz

FIREWOOD LOGS 4 SALE. Pine logs and mixed logs, 5 ton 
or 2.5 ton truck loads. Call/TXT Keith 021 055 4794

Hey kids – need 
extra pocket money?
The Ruapehu Bulletin requires Wednesday 
morning relievers.

Phone Robert or Jude on 06-385-8532.

SITUATIONS VACANT

Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc – Email admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz or 

for support phone 06-345 8833
Budget Advice – Email waimarinobudgetservices@gmail.com or phone 

027 259 5285.
CCS Disability Action (Whanganui) – Sheryl Brightwell 0800-789-654
Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse – 06-385-5019
Child Youth and Family Service – 0508-326 459
Churches
	 Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, 027-206-1874. Catholic, 06-385-8858 

or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 06-385-8453. Presbyterian, 06-388-
0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty chaplain 06-387-5599 ext 7031 or 
021-493-692

Civil Defence – Simon Osborne, Emergency Management Officer (EMO), 
RDC – 07 895 8188, or 027 220 0569. Simon.Osborne@ruapehudc.govt.nz

CLAW community free legal advice – Whanganui 06-348-8288, 0800 00 36 36
Doctors: In an emergency call 111
	 Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211
Information Centres – Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805
Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono – Lynley Twyman, Trail Manager, 

+64 21 403036
Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre – 06-385-9580
Plunket Society – Plunket Nurse 06-385-5019
Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
	 Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, Waiouru 06-387-6884, 

Military Police 0800-50-11-22
Red Cross – 0800 RED CROSS (0800 733 27677)
Rotary Club Raetihi - Ohakune – 027-344-5669
Ruapehu REAP – 0800 00 REAP (0800 007 327)
Ruapehu Maori Wardens – Email: ruapehumaoriwardens@gmail.com 
St John – In an emergency call 111
Taumarunui Counselling Services
	 For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393
Victim Support Contact Centre – 0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society – Co-ordinator 06 348 7402
Waimarino Health Care Centre – Raetihi 06-385-5019
Waimarino Community Toy Library – waimarinotoylibrary@gmail.com
Women’s Refuge – 0800-REFUGE 0800 73384

Ruapehu Mayor – Weston Kirton, enquiries to 06-385-8364 or 07-895-8188.
Owhango-National Park Community Board:
	 Peter Zimmer - Chairperson 027 479 1926; Gail Gray - Deputy Chair 027 434 

6599; Anthony Gurr 021 487 742; Eddie Marsters 021 108 0279; Murray Wilson 
027 542 9079; Luke Pepper - (RDC Rep) 027 329 2849

Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Community Board:
	 Molly Jeffries - Chairperson 021 431 833; Sophie Stockbridge - Deputy 

Chairperson 020 401 11190; Johnny Dryden 027 573 4726; Brian Portland 027 558 
5585; Oriwia Wanakore 020 498 4088; Robyn Gram (RDC Rep) 027 389 1912

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board:
	 John (Luigi) Hotter - Chairperson 027 274 2616; Stu Robinson - Deputy Chairperson 

021 024 07657; Kay Henare 027 924 7252; Colin Pakai 021 091 67315; Emma Young 
027 347 1457; David (Rabbit) Nottage - (RDC Rep) 021 111 6514

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to keep it up to 
date – call us if your details change, or if you see something that needs 
changing: 06-385-8532

TANK SPECIALISTS, water or septic. Delivered price 
quoted. Buy direct. Ph 0800-487-633.

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE

Bennett’s Tank 
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps. 
Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

Ruapehu Mayor
Weston Kirton

To arrange a meeting 
or call back please 
phone Council on 

06 385 8364 or email: 
kay.kidd@ruapehudc.

govt.nz

Ruapehu Mayor
Weston Kirton

To arrange a meeting or call 
back, please phone Council 

on 06 385 8364 or email:
kay.kidd@ruapehudc.govt.nz

Mangamingi Pa Trust AGM 

Rapana Paora Whanau 
Trust AGM 

Reureu 1 Sub 20A Trust AGM 

Mangamingi Farm Trust 
AGM 

Saturday 16 May 2026 – 10am 
Mangamingi Pa, Ohakune Road, Raetihi 

Agenda:
Karakia
Apologies
Minutes of last AGM
Annual Financial Report
Matters Arising
Chairmans Report
General Business

WHANGANUI RIVER 
ENHANCEMENT TRUST

Call for Funding 
Applications

Formed in 2002 as an agreement between 
Whanganui District Council, Ruapehu District 
Council and Genesis Energy, the Trust’s 
objective is to promote and encourage the 
enhancement of the waters and catchments 
of the Whanganui River. The Trust is now 
calling for funding applications for Whanganui 
River Enhancement Projects (Environmental 
and Social).

For this funding round the Trust will give 
priority consideration to applications for 
innovative environmental projects that help 
contribute to the health and wellbeing of the 
Whanganui River Catchment.

Specific criteria apply.  Application forms are 
available from:
•	 Whanganui District Council Office:
	 101 Guyton St, Whanganui - 06 349 0001
•	 Ruapehu District Council Office:
	 59-61 Huia Street, Taumarunui - 07 895 

8188.

Applications close 9th May 2026.

For further information, please contact: 
Nicole.Tawhiri@genesisenergy.co.nz

Application forms to be forwarded to:
Whanganui River Enhancement Trust
c/- Nicole.Tawhiri
Genesis Energy
Private Bag 36 Tūrangi
Or via email to:
Nicole.Tawhiri@genesisenergy.co.nz

Ruapehu District Council 
Te Kaunihera-ā-Rohe o Ruapehu 
Boards and Committees
UPCOMING MEETING DATES

Agendas are published on our Public Portal two working days before each 
scheduled meeting.
To speak at our Public Forum and share your thoughts directly with 
Elected Members, please contact our Governance team at 
governance@ruapehudc.govt.nz.

Ōwhango-National Park Community Board
6PM, Tuesday 5 May 2026
Ōwhango Domain Pavilion, Ōwhango 

Ruapehu District Council - Hearings
10AM, Tuesday 12 May 2026
War Memorial Hall, 149 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui

Ruapehu District Council - Hearings 
10AM, Wednesday 13 May 2026
Council Chambers, Ayr Street, Ohakune

Taumarunui-Ōhura Community Board
RESCHEDULED: 5PM, Thursday 14th May 2026
Miriama Community Centre, 10 Miriama Street, Taumarunui

Extraordinary Risk & Assurance Committee
11AM, Monday 18 May 2026
War Memorial Hall, 149 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui

Ruapehu District Council 
10AM, Wednesday 27 May 2026 
War Memorial Hall, 149 Hakiaha Street, Taumarunui

  07 895 8188

021 431 833

027 479 1926

  027 499 9408 

  027 274 2616

MEETING CONTACTS
Ruapehu District Council   
Taumarunui-Ōhura Community Board 
Molly Jeffries, Chairperson
Ōwhango-National Park Community Board 
Peter Zimmer, Chairperson
Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board 
John (Luigi) Hotter, Chairperson 
Risk & Assurance Committee 
Philip Jones, Chairperson

The Royal Theatre, Raetihi
Community Entertainment

Goodbye Pork Pie (PG)
Saturday 2 May – 7pm – $15

Supper included. Bar available.

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Robins Nest Bistro Limited has made an application 
to the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District 
Council for the issue of an On Licence in respect of the 
premises situated at 37 Seddon Street, Raetihi known as 
Robins Nest Bistro.  The general nature of the business to 
be conducted under the licence is that of a Restaurant.  
The days on which and the hours during which alcohol is 
intended to be sold under the licence are:
Wednesday to Sunday 5.00pm – 10.00pm
The application may be inspected during ordinary office 
hours at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia Street, 
Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to 
object to the issue of the licence may, not later than 25 
working days after the date of the publication of this 
notice, file a notice in writing of the objection with the 
Secretary of the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu 
District Council, Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui 3946.
No objections to the issue of a licence may be made in 
relation to a matter other than a matter specified in section 
105(1) of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.
This is the first publication of this notice.

PUBLIC NOTICES

for students to engage with 
aspects of tikanga Māori in 
a natural and ongoing way. 

“Rather than being cen-
tred on specific events, 
this understanding grew 
through shared routines, 
interactions, and the collec-
tive experience of staying 
in the space,” says Wilson. 

“Students became more 
aware of the importance of 
respect, co-operation, and 
community as part of daily 
life in this setting. 

“By the end of the pro-
gramme, students had built a 
deeper familiarity with both 
environmental and cultural 
perspectives, along with a 
stronger sense of connection 
to one another. The over-
all experience contributed 
to their development in a 
steady and reflective way, 
leaving them with a broader 
understanding that extended 
beyond the classroom.”
Waka Ama 

Towards the end of Term 
One a group of students 
travelled to Rotorua to 
take part in the Secondary 
Schools Waka Ama Nation-
als, where they competed 
across three divisions: Un-
der 16 Mixed, Under 16 
Boys, and Under 16 Girls. 

Chaana Morgain said the 
trip involved a combination 
of preparation, travel, and 
competition, with students 
working together through-
out to manage the demands 
of the event and support 
one another as teams. Dur-
ing their time, students took 
part in a series of races that 
required co-ordination, en-
durance, and focus. 

“Across all three teams, 
performances reflected the 
effort that had gone into 
training beforehand, with 
steady improvement and 
strong teamwork shown 
in the way each crew ap-
proached their races.”

Weather conditions be-
came a significant factor 
as the event progressed, 
eventually leading to a 
shortened programme. 

“Students adapted to the 
changes and made the most of 
the time available on the water. 

“Overall, the trip was 
a valuable experience for 
all involved, combining 
competition with shared 
responsibility and team 
development.”
Volleyball 

The volleyball season 
recently came to an end, 
with both Ruapehu teams 
showing steady improve-
ment in their skills and 
overall understanding of 
the game. 

“ We e k l y  t r a v e l  t o 
Whanganui provided reg-
ular competition, where 
teams worked together and 
achieved consistent results 
across the season. It was a 
great season and I enjoyed 
coaching them and devel-
oping their skills,” said 
coach Chenille Bouskill.

Eye on 
Ruapehu 
College
From Page 8
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PJ project helps meet rising winter need for local whānau
Maru Energy Trust has launched its 2026 Kahumoe 

Kaupapa – PJ Project, inviting the community to help gift 
a warm, comfortable night’s sleep to local whānau across 
The Lines Company (TLC) network region.

Last winter, the PJ Project delivered 1424 pairs of 
brand-new winter pyjamas through trusted community 
organisations across the King Country, Central Plateau and 
Ruapehu. The kaupapa has grown year on year—from 497 
pairs in 2022, to more than 900 in 2023, just over 1000 in 
2024, and nearly 1500 last year. Now, Maru is aiming to 
make 2026 even better.

“Going to bed warm matters for health, learning and 
wellbeing—especially for children and older people,” says 
Maru team leader Renee Parkes.

“A warm pair of pyjamas can make a meaningful dif-
ference to sleep quality and overall hauora during the 
colder months.”

Maru Energy Trust’s core work is helping households 
create warmer, drier homes—through practical support 
like insulation and heat pumps. 

“The Kahumoe Kaupapa – PJ Project wraps around 
that mahi as a simple, way to extend the same warmth 
beyond the home.

“The need for practical support continues to rise, with 
growing numbers of people reaching out for help through 
community service organisations,” said Parkes. 

“Many households struggle; even the basics—like new 
winter sleepwear—can be out of reach.”

Community partnerships are central to the PJ Project’s 
success. Each year local organisations help ensure pyjamas 
reach those who need them most. 

Lucretia Goodwin of Taumarunui Community Kokiri 
Trust says that having a warm pair of kahumoe during 
the colder months helps to keep whānau warm at night, 
to support better sleep and contributes to overall hauora.

“With the current state of our society - fuel increases 

and increased living costs, unemployment, high rents, poor 
state of housing, homelessness and the need for emergency 
housing, it is a struggle for whānau to even put kai on the 
table,” said Goodwin.

“The Trust is proud to support this kaupapa, and we 
know our whānau are more than appreciative of the sup-
port given by Maru Energy Trust.”

The project is powered by generosity, from individuals 
donating a few pairs to businesses and groups contribut-
ing dozens of pairs and cash donations that allow Maru 
to purchase even more.

Maru is calling on the community to get involved by 
donating new winter pyjamas or contributing funds to-
ward bulk purchases. With the average cost of winter PJs 
ranging from $12–$40 (depending on age group), every 
contribution helps. 

In 2025, donations from community members, busi-
nesses and individuals topped $15,000. This year, Maru 
hopes to build on that momentum.

The Lines Company (TLC) established Maru Energy 
Trust in 2018 and remains its primary funder, currently 
contributing $450,000 annually to help make homes 
warmer and drier. TLC and Maru staff back Maru’s PJ 
Project every year. This year proceeds from staff raffles, 
donations and other initiatives meant over $5300 went 
toward purchasing PJs for those who need them most. 

Across TLC’s network, many communities sit at the 
highest end of the Deprivation Index, and income levels 
reflect that: about 21% of households average about 
$54,000, compared with just 1% at approximately $77,000.

How to support the Maru PJ Project: Donate new winter 
pyjamas: King Country REAP office in Taumarunui (115 
Hakiaha Street); donate via Maru Energy Trust: 03-0449-
0011383-000 (Reference: Your name, Code: PJ Project); 
get your workplace team involved, contact Maru on 0800 
808 901 to find out how.

Essie is wrapped in winter warmth—part of Maru Energy Trust’s PJ Project helping 
whānau sleep warmly through the colder months.

True Team Promise means our whole team works for you.  
Contact your local Ohakune Consultant today!

pb.co.nz
Property Brokers Ltd  Licensed REAA 2008 

Q022738

Scan the QR 
code to find us 
on Facebook

Cameron Elliot
Sales Manager 

Taumarunui/Ohakune
027 542 1009

Alan Blackburn
Rural/Lifestyle
027 203 9112

Polly Ingles
Residential/Lifestyle

027 315 8368

Jenna Hovelle
Residential/Lifestyle

027 361 0167

Jody Milham
Residential/Lifestyle

027 426 4322

Mere Haitana
Branch Administrator

06 385 4466

Ave-Elise Adams
Property Manager

027 370 0914

Anzac Day rugby loss for 
Ruapehu 

By Jared Smith, Whanganui Rugby
McCarthy’s Transport Ruapehu faced McCrea Scan-

ning Counties at their home ground for an historic Anzac 
Day game, losing 45-15 at Macnab Domain.

In front of a bumper crowd for Club Sponsors Day on 
the long weekend, both sides were determined to secure 
what could be a crucial maiden win in the lower points 
table race to avoid relegation after the Trevor Olney 
Cup round.

But the key difference is the fresh Counties squad have 
several incumbent and former Steelform Whanganui 
players in key positions – bringing all their strength, 
timing and guile to the fore.

With over 100 representative games, halfback Lindsay 
Horrocks had the ball on a string in the first half to put 
his forward pack in the right channels to cause havoc, 
led up front by prop Jonty Bird (nine rep games) and 
speedy hooker Jack Yarrall (23) who scored a hat-trick 
and a double respectively.

Midfielders Opetini Dryden and Tim Goodwin im-
pressed working off the momentum, Goodwin overcom-
ing a wayward start with his goal-kicking to slot five 
conversions.

Down 24-0 approaching halftime, a Ruapehu squad 
who are blooding a lot of fresh-faced teenagers, clawed 

their way back with two tries on either side of the break 
for 24-10, before the home side reasserted themselves 
as the game was reduced to 13 vs 14 at one stage after 
yellow cards for a range of offences.

Ruapehu are missing former Whanganui prop Gabriel 
Hakaraia (55 games), injured in their last preseason game, 
who could have potentially kept Bird and Yarrall hon-
est, while their sole-remaining former rep player Kahl 
Elers-Green (seven) moved back from the midfield into 
halfback to try and counteract Horrocks.

Prop Ezekiel Anderson put in a long work shift, winger 
Rangihaereroa McLeod scored a good try on top of a 
series of strong runs, while reserve back Tei Ponga Te 
Huia unveiled a strong kicking game to give his side 
some territory late in the final quarter.

It has been a big ask for Ruapehu to come back to 
this grade for the first time since 2023, but regardless 
of which team finishes in seventh place at the end of the 
first round, assistant coach Sheldon O’Hagan said they 
can only improve for ongoing campaigns.

“We’ve got a lot of young 18 and 19-year-olds in their 
first season of Premier rugby so it’s all learning, definitely.

“You could see the experience on their side compared 
to our young fellas, but it was positive in that second 
half – kept fighting and didn’t go away.”

Lighthouse for the Carrot Park

Despite being as far away from shipping lanes that you probably can get, the 
Ohakune Carrot Park now has a lighthouse, which appeared at the Park on Monday 
afternoon – built and installed quietly by Wayne Gunnell, builder of the Pirate Ship 
that was installed lat last year. 


