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Rates, reserves
and bus cuts in

Horizons

budget

4.7% debate

By Rebecca Hogan

Tensions ran high around the council
table as Manawatii-Whanganui regional
councillors debated this year’s rates in-
crease, weighing up individual wants and
needs versus those of the wider community.

Horizons Regional Council agreed on
a 4.76% rates increase on Tuesday last
week for its 2026-27 budget and year 3 of
its current long term plan. The final figure
will be announced by 30 June.

Despite warning ratepayers of a potential
9% increase in earlier predictions, council-
lors worked through numerous workshops
to ensure the increase was below 5%.

To make these savings, Horowhenua and
the new wider regional passenger transport
bus service have been left on hold until
2027 — year one of council’s upcoming
long-term plan.

These delays to regional and district
bus services were not warmly welcomed
by some councillors and those within the
community, but the overall consensus was
that money had to be saved.

The council cut proposed additional
spending on projects and refrained from
adding new work programmes in some
areas and it agreed to remove 13 new job
roles it had set out in its long term plan.

Ratepayers, however, narrowly avoided
a5.1% increase as councillors spent nearly
two hours debating how to fund projects
they had agreed to earlier in the meet-
ing — either through council reserves or
higher rates.

Waterways preservation
Earlier in the meeting, Horizons agreed

to provide financial and technical support
to iwi, hapt and councils involved with
both Nga Wai Tota and the Te Tahoratanga
stragetic document.

The council agreed $100,000 per year
would be provided to support the de-
velopment and implementation of the
Te Tahoratanga document, and roughly
$150,000 per year would be needed to
fund two part-time roles at Nga Wai Tota.

Councillor Elijah Pue said Horizons’
commitment to the preservation of water-
ways contributed to a preservation of cul-
ture and community that would otherwise
continue to decay without support.

“Every decision made upstream is a
decision for everyone downstream.”

The council voted to fund Tuesday’s
motion through reserves so as to avoid
rate increases, and it planned to reassess
how these ventures were funded in its next
long term plan.

Councillor Jono Naylor said there was
little difference between the two funding
mechanisms, as in the end, reserve funds
still came from ratepayers.

Naylor said funding through general
reserves was a “chicken” approach to fund-
ing council matters and lowered public
transparency.

He said he wasn’t labelling councillors
as chicken, or calling them non-transpar-
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Temple
blessed
before
repairs

A large crowd gathered for the blessing at the Ratana temple in Raetihi on the weekend. At centre is Manuao Te
Kohamutunga Tamou. head of the Ratana Church. Photo: Liz Brooker.

Morehu, whanau and the wider community gathered on
Monday for a whare whakamoemiti (thanksgiving) and site
blessing at the historic Ratana Temple in Raetihi ahead of
restoration work beginning on Wednesday.

The six-month construction project follows nearly a
decade of planning and fundraising after Bertz (Roberta)
Williams first shared her vision of restoring the iconic
whare (see story, Page 9.

Travelling from Ratana, Apotoro Robbie Williams was
joined by Manuao Te Kohamutunga Tamou, Tumuaki
Tuawaru (VIII) o Te Hahi Ratana, and the brass band Nga

Reo for the service, which saw the temple filled beyond
capacity and more than 50 whanau gathering outside to
take part.

Following whakamoemiti, Ms Williams’ daughter,
Waipuna Ratapu-Williams turned the symbolic first sod
to mark the beginning of the restoration project.

The last major repair of the temple was in the late 1980s
when builder Brian Te Whatu, was joined by Marie Ponga,
Ngakoata (Larry) Ponga, Lina Rongonui, Pat Rongonui,
Bubby Ruben, Olive Te Whatu, Sonny Te Whatu, Bill
Thompson and Mina Williams.

06 385 0170 | bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
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Horizons councillors debate 4.7% budget
Regional Council rates savings

From Page 1

ent, but felt they had put such emphasis on reducing rates
that they had to either be strict or there were no rules at all.

Naylor was critical of fellow councillor Fiona Gordon
who had sought council’s approval for funding from re-
serves to go toward the development of regional spatial
planning and natural environment planning.

“We either make a principal decision to do nothing or
we do it all and make the principal decision to put the rates
up by 10%.” Naylor said.

Gordon said uncertainty and changes as a result of gov-
ernment reforms were all the more reason for the regional
council to ensure clear plans for the future of the region’s
environment, waterways and people were invested in.

“To me as a regional councillor, if we aren’t putting
resources into these planning matters, what purpose are
we really serving this council and our community?”,
Gordon said.

The council did not vote in favour of Gordon’s
suggestion.

The 4.76% rates figure outlined for next year could
change, but at this stage the savings allowed for greater
investments in Whanganui passenger services, a new Ash-
hurst school bus service and additional possum control
measures.

LDR is local body journalism co-funded by RNZ and
NZ On Air.

Horizons regional councillor, Jono Naylor, was vocal at
the most recent meeting in Palmerston North. Photo:
Warwick Smith / Manawati Standard.

Royal Theatre Movies, starts 7pm

Bruce Lee Way of the Dragon 20 June
JULY 2026

Royal Theatre Movies, starts 7pm

American Graffiti (M) 4 July
Mardi Gras 4 July
Tiroa Opening Day 4 July
See www.turoa.com for details

Whakapapa Opening Day 4 July
See www.whakapapa.com for details

Matariki 10 July
AUGUST 2026

Royal Theatre Movies, starts 7pm

Smash Palace (R16) 15 August

Winter Art Exhibition
Paul Stieglbauer - paul@4thames.co.nz

SEPTEMBER 2026

23 Aug - 6 Sept

Retro Day
Paul Stieglbauer - paul@4thames.co.nz

26 Sept

Waimarino Art Awards 26 Sept - 10 Oct
See WaimarinoArtAwards.org.nz for more information

For all your ski board and bike rental needs

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433 tcb.nz

FOR MORE DETAILS, G0 To OHAKUNE.INFO

IT'S FREE TO LIST SO PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU
HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP ...
ADS@RUAPEHUBULLETIN.CO.NZ
LINK YOUR EVENT TO EVENTFINDA FOR FREE
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The Manawati-Whanganui Regional Coun-
cil (Horizons) has outlined the impacts of its
rates increases.

Horizons says the 4.76% average rates
increase allows for:

¢ Contracted inflation only

* Depreciation increases for additional
assets

* Changes to Kiwisaver contributions

* Whanganui Passenger Transport service
improvements

 Organisational electronic contents man-
agement project recovery

 Additional possum control

» The new Ashhurst school bus service

* Offset by savings in reduced Infrastructure
Insurance premiums.

Savings

Savings have been made by making the
following changes to Year 3 of the 2024-34
Long-term Plan:

e Delay the implementation of new bus
services, saving $1m.

* Remove and reconsider the following roles
as part of the 2027-37 Long-term Plan: new
transport team leader role from the Transport
team ($60,000); new Senior Matauranga role

from the Science team ($100,000); new senior
scientist — natural hazards role from the Sci-
ence team ($112,000); new Social Scientist
role from the Science team ($100,000); new
Senior Policy Advisor role from the Policy
team ($100,000); new Iwi Advisor role from
the Policy team ($90,000); two new Com-
pliance Officer roles from the Compliance
Monitoring team (180,000); new Senior
Compliance Officer role from the Compliance
Monitoring team ($100,000); new Principal
Advisor role from the Compliance Monitoring
team ($112,000); new Investigator role from
the Compliance Monitoring team ($90,000);
new Consents Planner role from the Consents
team ($75,000); new Biosecurity Officer role
from the Biosecurity team ($100,000).

Previous planned spending to be cut:

* Natural Hazards research and monitoring
from the Science activity ($50,000);

e Land research and monitoring from the
Science activity ($50,000);

* NPS-Indigenous Biodiversity work from
the Policy activity ($100,000);

* Additional spend for EPlan work from the
Policy activity ($20,000);

* Additional spend for the Integrated Catch-

ment Management project ($100,000);

» Additional spend for Totara Reserve
($50,000);

* Additional spend for Pest Plant Biocontrol
programme ($100,000);

 Additional spend for Priority Habitats
work ($50,000);

» Additional spend for Environmental
Grants within the Sustainable Land Use Initia-
tive ($100,000);

* Use of reserves from the Climate Change
reserve to fund the Regional Climate Risk
assessment ($100,000);

e Use of General reserves to fund the
Horowhenua Wetland maintenance work
($100,000);

* Use of reserves in line with funding policy
to fund the Regional Pest Management Plan
review ($150,000);

* Reduction in the proposed additional spend
for Possum Control in the Biosecurity activity
($100,000) from a $250,000 increase down to
$150,000 increase; and

* The proposed additional spend of $100k
for Spatial Planning work was brought forward
from Year 3 of the 2027-37 Long-term Plan to
Year 2, so there no increase this Annual Plan.

High winds close |wij returns order to
season ceremonies

transfer station

Ohakune’s rubbish transfer station was closed on
Monday due to high winds. A skip bin was provided
outside the facility for people needing to drop off pink
rubbish bags.

Ph: 06 385 8648

3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by international
chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and craft breweries
including award winning Ruapehu Brewing Co beers in the fridge
and on tap. See our Facebook page for what's on. Please check
our open times as these will vary.

1Rata St, Ohakune Ph: 027 257 LKNZ (5569)
Open every day. Menu includes our delicious big breakfast,
creamy mushrooms, homemade soups, wedges, nachos,
toasties, waffles and more ... Volcanic coffee, muffins & scones,
real fruit smoothies and thick shakes. Dine in or takeaway. Onsite
parking. www.lknz.co.nz

Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
For over 35 years, The Powderkeg has been serving up exceptional
food and service in a warm, welcoming atmosphere. Whether
you're enjoying a sunny afternoon on our spacious balcony or
indulgingin our weekly specials like Sushi Fridays and Smokehouse
Sundays, there's always something to look forward to. Join us for
an unforgettable dining experience and follow us on Instagram @
powderkegbar for the latest updates and mouthwatering offers!
Open daily 7am till late

79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique wines and
cocktails to quench that thirst. Playroom for the kids, foozeball,
air hockey and spacies to keep the kids entertained. Spectacular
mountain views. A great place for casual get togethers or special
occasions. Open every day.

Ph: 06 385 9120

47 Clyde St, Ohakune
Open 7 days from 8am — 3pm for all day breakfast and lunch.
Serving Havana Coffee. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a
great range of cabinet food and beverages, Frappé and smoothies.
Vegan/Gluten-free options for both savoury and sweet are
available. Speedy free Wi-Fil A perfect place for everybody!

Local iwi Ngati Rangi has marked the
revival of the Hautuku ceremony Te Maru
o te Tau at their annual Maunga Karakia
at the top of the Ohakune Mountain Road
on Thursday.

It was the fifth of five ritenga (customary
practice) observed throughout the year —
four acknowledging the seasons and the
fifth to release (tuku) by farewelling loved
ones who have passed in the past year, and
by letting go of any unwanted energy to
start the new year afresh.

In recent years, the five ritenga have
been observed as one. As knowledge is
revived, the ritenga are returning to their
original order in the hope that they will
help whanau of Te Taiuru reconnect to te
taiao (the environment) and the natural
rhythms of nature.

Te Maru o te Tau is conducted at sunset

during the full moon phases of the last
lunar month of the year, signalling the start
of winter wananga during the Po Roa o
Takurua (the long nights of winter).

The ritenga began by acknowledging
Koro Ruapehu, before turning to the fire,
where each person was invited to release un-
wanted energy by placing arau (leaf, frond).

At the western edge of the maunga, as
the sun set, the names of loved ones who
have passed were called out to send them
on their journey to Te Whata na Maru and
te po. There, they will become stars during
Te Tahi o te Tau, the pre-dawn Hautapu.

Finally, back at the fire, Te Maru o te Tau
was brought to a close.

“Ko te Kahui Maunga te matapuna o
te ora — Together we understand that the
mountain clan is the source of our origin
and wellbeing.”

ABOVE: facing towards the sunset, the names of loved ones who have passed are
called out. BELOW: placing a rau on the fire is done to release unwanted energy.

Photos: Ngati Rangi.



Iwi unveils star compass to teach young astronomers

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporting

A traditional Maori star compass built to teach the next
generation how to read the skies and live by the stars has
been unveiled at a Ngati Rangi kura in Ohakune.

The whana tongitongi Te Tatau o Rongonui, a traditional
star compass or kapehu whet used across Polynesia as
a forecasting and navigation tool, was opened at dawn
on Thursday at Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Ngati Rangi.

The project was led by Ngati Rangi celestial researchers
Riwaru Tihema and Rauroha Brown and designed accord-
ing to traditional Ngati Rangi narratives and astronomical
knowledge.

“To be honest, I'm absolutely overwhelmed,” Brown
said after the dawn ceremony.

“We built this kapehu whett, this whana tongitongi, at
the kura so we could teach the next generation of astrono-
mers. It creates another inside-outside classroom environ-
ment and why not be out in the elements, in the taiao?”

The whana tongitongi is a replica of ancient open-air
star compasses still found in Tahiti and Hawai’i.

“The majority of their compasses are primarily rock and
stone, built in the shape of a square or diamond. You can
easily put the cardinal points on each corner.”

Pou (posts) will be erected around the new whana ton-
gitongi, aligning with geographical and celestial markers.
The structure measures seasonal time using the rising and
setting of stars, the moon and the sun.

Brown said the star compass was both a time marker and
a forecasting tool that would help whanau reconnect with
environmental knowledge and traditional food-gathering
practices.

Like a GPS

“The reason you would establish one of these whana
tongitongi is they 're pretty much like a GPS, a phone or a
usb [drive] —a memory holder and resource for delivering
information, telling you when to plant, when to hunt. Like
a how-to-sustain-your-life app.

“You just have to know how to read it. Once you un-
derstand it you can start applying it to your gardening
and your hunting and fishing, because it will tell you the
optimum time to gather or harvest.”

Tihema and Brown are part of a collective of research-
ers from Taranaki, Whanganui and Rangitikei, gathering
traditional knowledge linked to Puanga, the star marking
the Maori new year.

Helen Leahy, pou arahi/chief executive of Nga Waihua
o Paerangi, said Tihema first proposed building the star
compass in 2022, with work beginning the following year.

The project involved cross-referencing manuscripts
and korero with Ngati Rangi kaumatua and stakeholders
to design a star compass grounded in korero tuku iho.

“The intention was for whanau to learn and live by
the stars — learning about ceremonies, tuna heke, timings
around maara kai, bird and fish migration, moon phases
and the age-old practice of looking to the environment for
education,” Leahy said.

“They wanted to teach whanau the skills required
to read, understand, implement and uphold traditional
passing of knowledge from generation to generation; to
maintain balance in a way that promotes wellness.”

Brown said ancient open-air astronomical observatories
exist throughout Aotearoa, including several in the Waima-
rino and Waiouru districts. Their locations and functions
were not common knowledge.

They reflect sophisticated astronomical observation
systems that guided agriculture, seasonal planning and
spiritual life.

“It is the same universal concept,” Brown said.

One nearby site on the outskirts of Ohakune contains
large stone alignments and astronomical structures, includ-
ing a water mirror — a stone basin that is filled with water
to act as a reflecting telescope.

“The teachings from there, we’ve incorporated into
this space here at our kura. It is a similar design — and
now we’re passing the matauranga over to our tamariki,”
Brown said.

Kura tumuaki (principal) Pikimai Ouknider said the
opening marked the beginning of sharing years of research
directly with students.

“Te Kura Kaupapa Maori, being a puna matauranga
(well of knowledge) for Ngati Rangi, is a beautiful thing
where everyone is able to connect to korero tuku iho,
taonga tuku iho.

“Having the whana tongitongi Te Tatau o Rongonui
actually in the kura has taken the level of matauranga up
anotch.”

Ouknider said passing knowledge from parents to chil-
dren was “succession in the making”.

“Now is an appropriate time to bring forth all that tuku
ihotanga. It’s so valuable, not just for our tamariki but the
future wealth of Ngati Rangi itself.

“We’re ready. Our kids are ready. They re born into this
wananga. All we have to do is awaken it inside them.”

LDR is local body journalism
co-funded by RNZ and NZ On Air

Classic cars converge for

alpine meet

More than 50 classic cars parked up at the National Park School for the annual
Alpine Vintage and Classic Autoshow on Sunday — a fundraising event for the
school’s Term 3 ski programme. The event combined classic vehicles including a
Rolls Royce, Ferraris, hot rods, a Chevrolet camper van, Volkswagens, Fords including
an Escort rally cars and other iconic marques. Inset: One of the organisers, Andrea

Messenger. Photos: Jude Chevin.

The whana tongitongi is similar to those used across Polynesia as a forecasting and
navigation tool. Photo supplied.

Ngati Rangi researcher Rauroha Brown with the whana tongitongi, or traditional star
compass, built at Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Ngati Rangi in Ohakune. Photo: Moana Ellis.

Free phone: 0800 647 483.
Email: isites@visitruapehu.com.

Need advice on the area, activities or even the weather, call or stop in and see the team for firsthand knowledge.

Ohakune: 9am-4pm
54 Clyde Street.
OHK: 06 3858427

Taumarunui: 9am-4pm
Railway Station, 116 Hakiaha Street.
TAU: 07 895 7494
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Amalgamation responsibilities

¢ Bruce Rollinson’s letter makes a bold claim: that
26 elected members should personally produce the
technical analysis required for the Government’s
amalgamation process. It sounds tidy, but it is not how
local government works, and Mr Rollinson knows
that better than most.

He served multiple terms as a Horizons Regional
councillor, earning around $52,000 per year under
the Remuneration Authority determinations of the
time. Horizons councillors were never expected to
write statutory reports, financial models, or legal
assessments. They governed. Professional staff and
external specialists carried out the technical work.
That is the same model he now criticises.

It is also worth noting that the “26 elected mem-
bers” he refers to includes 14 community board
members, who do not form part of the governing body
and have no statutory role in producing amalgamation
analysis. Suggesting they should collectively replace
policy analysts, lawyers and financial modellers is not
realistic, and certainly not something Horizons ever
attempted during his tenure.

The $50,000 he labels a “splurge” is also misrepre-
sented. The amount is up to $50,000, it is a cap, not
a target, and the work may cost half that. Because it
is debt-funded, the cost is spread over multiple years
rather than landing on ratepayers in a single hit. That
is prudent financial management of a one-off require-
ment imposed from Wellington.

It also matters that this is the first amalgamation
process in 30 years. There is no modern template, no
off-the-shelf analysis, and no existing work councils
can simply reuse. The Government requires formal,
evidence-based assessments, and if councils fail to
provide them, they are instructed to redo them, usu-
ally at greater cost.

Ratepayers deserve accuracy. They also deserve
consistency. It is difficult to reconcile Mr Rollinson’s
current argument with the governance model he par-
ticipated in for years, where external expertise was
routinely commissioned because responsible councils
rely on specialist advice.

This is not about “competence” or “will”. It is about
meeting statutory obligations imposed by central
government. Pretending otherwise may make for a
sharp letter, but it does not help the public understand
what is actually required of their councils.

John Chapman

Unanimous support for home
security for some HMW councillors

By Rebecca Hogan

As aresponse to the growing trend
of elected officials being threatened,
Horizons Regional Council has
voted in a home security allowance.

The council unanimously agreed
to the allowance last week, a scheme
which could cost up to $77,000.

If councillors were found to be
facing a substantial threat through a
centrally outlined safety risk assess-
ment, they could access up to $4500
for the purchase and installation of
home security, and another $1000 in
any year for monitoring and callouts.

“Giving councillors the ability to
apply for this is the right thing to do,”
said councillor Elijah Pue.

‘Whether members accessed the al-
lowance was their business, not that
of the council or the public, he said.

Chair Nikki Riley said it would be
“extraordinarily unlikely” for all 14
councillors to be eligible or have the
desire to request security systems,
but having the option was necessary.

Riley acknowledged if that un-
likely scenario eventuated it would
cost up to $77,000 and need to be
included within the long term plan.

Based on concerns the Remu-
neration Authority received from
councils throughout the country,
from 1 July this year elected officials
could access the allowance, which
was already available to members
of central government.

The Remuneration Authority
provided a health and safety risk
assessment, enabling an impartial
assessment of whether councillors

Turn to Page 5

Through the Remuneration Authority, regional councillors are eligible for
a grant of up to $5500 for the installation of home security systems and
the upkeep of them. Council chair Nikki Riley said it was “highly unlikely™
all 14 councillors would seek this allowance or be eligible for the security
systems. Photo: Warwick Smith, Manawati Standard.

Mountain clubs get stuck in for Whakapapa clean up

Around 110 volunteers from
the Ruapehu mountain clubs
converged on Whakapapa on
Sunday to help clean up the
slopes before the start of the
2026 snow season. “It was
great to see so many volunteers
giving up their time to make a
positive difference and there
was a real sense of pride
seeing the amount of rubbish
collected and removed from
the mountain,” said a Clubs
spokesperson. “Every bag
filled was a small contribution
towards keeping our maunga
healthy, clean and beautiful.”
They thanked Debbie Evans
and the RMCA executive team
for organising the event and
Samuel Fletcher and the team
at New World Ohakune for
supplying the post-working bee
barbecue. Photo supplied.
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Across

1. Perfect world (6)
5. Small packet (6)
10. Surgical pincers
(7)

11. Romantic (7)

12. Bottom of the
ocean (6)

15. Higher in rank (6)
16. Considered (7)
17. Implement (4)
18. Vend (4)

19. Decree (7)

20. Arrears (4)

22. Excludes (4)

25. Order to appear in .
court (7)

27. Intelligence (inf)
(6)

28. Extreme fear (6)
31. Staying power (7)
32. Oblivious (7)

33. Hold together (6)
34. Scabbard (6)
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Down

2. Twister (7) 14. Traditions (7)

3. Favour (6) 15. Navigation instrument

4. Too (4) (7)

5. Kill (4) 20. Cease (6)

6. Shut (6) 21. Boastfulness (7)

7. Controversial, 23. Side by side (7)

inflammatory (7) 24. Filter (6)

8. Counteract (6) 25. Try, struggle (6)

9. Relating to the 26. Staid (6) =
stars (6) 29. Nemesis (4)
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The Top 10

1. In the Lord of the Rings films, who
played Gandalf?

2. Which band had hits in 1984 with Relax,
Two Tribes and The Power of Love?

3. Which Russian composed the 1812
Overture?

4. Which New Zealander co-wrote and
starred in the Australian television satire
The Games, about the Sydney Olympics?
5. Is podzol a medication for acne, a fungal
disease of bean and pea crops or an
infertile acidic soil?

6. Who wrote the novel A Journey To the
Centre of the Earth?

7. What disaster hit Poverty Bay in 19887
8. What is the title of Christchurch’s new
city centre sports stadium?

9. What was New Zealand’s new
constitutional status in 19077

10. What is the final event in a decathlon?
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Ruapehu urged to keep talking on reform options

Strong community turnout at public meetings in
Ohakune and Taumarunui to discuss the Govern-
ment’s Simplifying Local Government Head Start
pathway and possible amalgamation options has
provided valuable insights for Council, says the
mayor, Weston Kirton.

“It was great to see people coming along to be
part of the conversation on Ruapehu’s future,” said
Mayor Kirton.

“People were able to hear about the information
available so far, discuss potential amalgamation
options, ask questions, and have their say on what
was important to them.”

Kirton said it was clear from the feedback re-
ceived that there are a wide range of viewpoints
people want taken into account.

“These included everything from access to
health services, river catchments, iwi boundar-
ies, links to the maunga, economic connections,
splitting the district, and communities of interest
amongst other things.

“The wide variety of ‘lenses’ through which
people view their affiliation to neighbouring areas
means there is no clear and obvious winner in any
direction that everyone would all agree on.”

Kirton said that while Government has set out
criteria under which it will assess any proposals,
there are still many unknowns.

“What we do know is that the potential changes
being discussed are significant and will shape
the future governance, representation, services,
infrastructure, and boundaries of our district for

many years to come.”

He said it was stressed at both hui that Ruapehu
has a number of pathways open to it.

Kirton said that every option will have pros and
cons, which will come with trade-offs for local
voice, representation, cost, and how closely deci-
sions reflect local needs.

Today, Wednesday 3 June Council will have a
presentation from consultants Morrison and Low
outlining possible opportunities, benefits, chal-
lenges, and costs associated with options which
could be considered.

“Any future arrangement supported by Coun-
cil would need to deliver clear and measurable
benefits for Ruapehu communities,” said Kirton.

“From my viewpoint this must mean protection

for effective local representation, local voice and Ruapehu resident Peter Pitts speaks his mind at the Ohakune meeting.

identity, and economies of scale with clear cost
benefits.”

Following the Council meeting, Council intends
to seek further public feedback through a commu-
nity survey on the identified options.

“The survey will not be a binding poll but will
help inform any amalgamation proposals we might
put to Government before the 9 August deadline.

“It should also be noted that any final deci-
sions ultimately sit with Government, who could
choose to override Council’s and the community’s
wishes.”

Council’s Wednesday meeting will be livestreamed
via Council’s website at ruapehudc.govt.nz and the
community is encouraged to listen in.

Waimarino elders’® stories in
project to premiere on Friday

Untold stories of the Waimarino community will
be shared during the premiere of a new documen-
tary and book project in Raetihi.

Whenua Whispers brings together the stories of
12 people from the region, aiming to preserve their
histories for future generations.

It uses interview footage and written narratives
to explore identity, whenua and the deep and bind-
ing connections within Waimarino.

Writer and director George Potaka said he
wanted to gather stories from people who were in
their latter years.

From stallion trainers to possum furriers and
recipients of the New Zealand Order of Merit, the
interviewees largely drew on memories of child-

hood and growing up.

Potaka tried to capture the experiences of Maori
and Pakeha in the region.

“You can see the split between Maori and
Pakeha. The Maori did similar stuff, they had fun
and games, eeling and crayfishing. And then you
get to the Pakeha side and theirs was based mainly
around work.

“Breaking in the land and that ... there was quite
a good contrast, but then in between you’ve got the
half-castes, who were walking both lines.

“It’s really cool, and the stories are really, really
interesting.”

The premiere is at the Raetihi Royal Theatre on
June 5 from 4-6pm, with doors opening at 3.30pm.

Councillors’ security

From Page 4
required such measures at their homes.

Councillors were to provide documents such as
police reports, formal complaints and media refer-
ences, as well as evidence of targeted harassment,
physical intrusion, and online to offline escalation.

Funding options were not discussed at the
meeting.

Within the report to council, it outlined that any
claims made within the first year would be funded
through reserves or an overspend of the budget
would need to be acknowledged.

Council voted against a clause which would
have required members to pay back their allow-
ance if they were in their first term.

This was viewed to be too difficult to financially
manage by some councillors around the table.

The security equipment was not the responsibil-
ity of the council, but of elected members, and the
systems would remain the property of councillors
once they had left office.

LDR is local body journalism co-funded by RNZ
and NZ On Air.

BAYLEYS

NEW LISTING

Ohakune 3karo street

Iconic Tussock Lodge

Originally built for Alex Harvey for the Taroa Skifield,
this landmark lodge at 3 Karo Street carries arare
alpine legacy. Carefully maintained and
comprehensively renovated by the current owners of
over 20 years, it now presents as a beautifully refined
and highly functional mountain retreat. Offering 8 self-
contained guest rooms, spa, sauna, plus manager’s
accommodation, the property is designed for
flexibility, lifestyle, and income potential.

bayleys.co.nz/2900887

1234 11 Obk=y 2 @ 10 wi

Tender (will not be sold prior)
Closing 2pm, Thu 9 Jul 2026
16 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune
Jenny Dekker 027 4555674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz
BARTLEY REAL ESTATELTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008
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Diego Chapman

Mora enjoys his first
ski for 2025, on the
first weekend of the
Whakapapa season,
and the first weekend
of skiing for the new
owners of the field,
Whakapapa Holdings
Limited. The Company
gave away free ski
passes for Happy Valley
on their opening days.

Out for the July School Holidays
Book your space today - call Jude 0274 993691
or email: ads@ruanehuhulietin.co.nz
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HMW approves Whangaehu partnership funding by slim majority

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy
Reporting

Horizons Regional Council has ap-
proved funding of nearly $350,000 a
year for a statutory partnership board
and its work to improve the health of
the Whangaehu River catchment.

Councillors were sharply divided
in a closely-contested vote, with the
proposals scraping through 7-6 after
lengthy debate.

Nga Wai ToTa o Te Waiti and the Te
Wait-o-Te-Ika framework were estab-
lished under the Ngati Rangi Claims Settle-
ment Act 2019 as a statutory iwi-council
partnership for the Whangaehu catchment.

The board is responsible for develop-
ing and implementing Te Tahoratanga,
a health and wellbeing strategy for the
river system.

Under the legislation, Horizons is
required to provide administrative and
technical support for the board and
must also “endeavour to accommodate”
unbudgeted resource requests.

Council officers sought approval on
Tuesday for administrative funding
($97,300), strategy development costs
(up to $100,000) and two part-time sup-
port roles ($150,000), totalling nearly
$350,000 a year through to 2028.

Nga Wai ToTa o Te Wait chair Che
Wilson told the council the Whangaehu
catchment was a rare river system and
the only example of its kind in the
country. The river was traditionally used
for healing and was an access route for
migratory fish.

“Ngati Rangi led the establishment
of this arrangement for the Whangaehu.
We did this because the system wasn’t
looking after the river,” Wilson said.

“Even with our contributions over

many, many decades, our pleas for bet-
ter river management were ignored.”

Wilson said the framework Te Wait o
te Ika would seek to change this while
still encouraging good, sustainable use.

“We want to get on with the job,”
Wilson said.

Biologically dead

Raki Maori (Maori North) councillor
Elijah Pue said parts of the river system
were now considered “biologically
dead” because of historic water diver-
sion and acidity issues.

At least 26 tributaries of the Whan-
gaehu along key waterways in the
Rangitikei catchment had been diverted
through 22 intakes, with flows in some
places reduced by up to 100%.

“The result has been the loss of
freshwater sources for communities like
Karioi,” Pue said.

Horowhenua councillor Hamish
Easton said the funding request seemed
“very, very excessive”.

He asked what the council was ex-
plicitly required to provide under the
legislation.

Several councillors questioned the
long-term cost to ratepayers and sought
clearer budget detail.

Palmerston North councillor Jono
Naylor said he had heard a lot from
councillors about cost to ratepayers and
not much about benefit.

“The point is to improve the river
— for the sake of the river, but also for
the sake of those people who live and
farm and do whatever else they do in
that catchment.

“It seems that we only want to do what
we absolutely legally have to and not an
inch more. I don’t hear about that when
we talk about other stuff around this table.”

keeping you connected

Horizons Regional Council has narrowly agreed to fund statutory partnership board Nga Wai Tota for its work to improve
the health of the Whangaehu River catchment. Photo supplied.

He said it concerned him that this
approach “only ever comes up” when
the council considered mana whenua
initiatives.

“If we only did what we were legally
required to do, there’d be no SLUI,
there’d be no flood protection, there’d
be no drainage schemes, there’d be no
buses.

“Sometimes, the best thing we can
do is work with a whole community,

including mana whenua, to deliver the
very best outcomes for the river and for
the people.”

Chair and Ruapehu councillor Nikki
Riley said the challenge for her com-
munity at home was bearing the cost.

She cautioned that the council was
under scrutiny.

“We are in the public eye, being
watched — particularly as Horizons is
losing its mandate in the foreseeable

future as a regional council.”

However, she supported the work of
Nga Wai Tota as having “immense val-
ue”, and backed funding the secretariat
and the development of Te Tahoratanga.

Riley joined councillors Jono Naylor,
Elijah Pue, Te Kenehi Teira, Bruce Gor-
don, Fiona Gordon and Wiremu Te Awe
Awe in supporting the funding.

LDR is local body journalism co-
funded by RNZ and NZ On Air
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New outage portal promises
clearer power outage updates

The Lines Company (TLC) will soon be
launching a refreshed ‘power outage por-
tal’ — a modern, web-based outage portal
that will make it easier for customers to
get real-time information about planned
and unplanned outages when they need it
most — is promised by a local electricity
company.

The new portal — which will be live on
Tuesday 16 June — will provide live outage
status updates and maps, improved perfor-
mance during high-demand events such as
storms and a clearer view of restoration
progress, says The Lines Company (TLC).
The aim is to help customers “quickly
understand what’s happening (including
when maintenance work is planned) and
what to expect next”.

The new platform would also reduce
manual handling for internal teams.

“We know how important it is to stay
connected when the power goes out,”
says TLC general manager digital, Craig
Hackett.

“This refresh gives customers a faster,
clearer and more dependable way to find
outage information — especially during
severe weather, when lots of people are
looking for updates at the same time.”

Customers who can’t access digital
channels, or who prefer not to use the por-
tal, can still call TLC for help. Automated
outage updates are available by phone and
the team will continue to take calls and
fault reports.

“The new Outage Portal is an early,

tangible example of our shared services
partnership with Counties Energy in ac-
tion,” says Hackett.

“Just five months into the partnership,
this initiative shows how collaboration can
deliver practical outcomes for customers
quicker than working in isolation. Adapting
Counties Energy’s proven platform for the
TLC network has saved time and cost for
TLC, while improving service delivery for
our community.”

Once the portal goes live, customers
can access the Outage Portal via the TLC
website.

“We encourage customers to check the
portal first for the latest power outage status
and updates.

Mangapurua Track winter closure

A section of the Mangapurua Track
is closed from Tuesday 2 June for the
winter, to allow time for preparation work
and planned trail upgrades. The Man-
gapurua Track is expected to reopen by
Labour Weekend as weather, track condi-
tions and maintenance progress allow.

Significant bridge replacement work is

planned this year across both the Manga-
purua and Kaiwhakauka sections to help
improve safety, resilience and the long-
term Grade 3 Great Ride experience.
The Kaiwhakauka Track remains
open, but users are asked to plan care-
fully, check conditions and take sensible
caution. Ruatiti Road is currently under

repair, so access options are limited until
it reopens.

All other trail sections are open as
normal.

Full details, including access informa-
tion, bridge project updates and hazard
reporting are on the Mountains to Sea
trail status page.

The Lines Company’s new outage portal displays outages in a
geographic format with colour-coded locator pins for planned and
unplanned projects, as well as showing current outages. Customers
can toggle map features on and off to view the information most
relevant to them.

Experts ~ at your service

Web Tech Design

Ph 0210 56 76 70

Carpet Cleaning

P—

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to
clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment
cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions

0800 22 78 22

FORYOUR

BUILDING PROJECT
& DIY NEEDS

MON to FRI — 7.30am — S5pm
SAT 9am —midday

Concrete Services

MCP TAUPO - MORE THAN CONCRETE
Taupo’s No.l Concrete Service

Locally owned and family-built, MCP Taupo delivers
quality concrete solutions you can trust.
From house slabs and driveways to commercial
floors and civil works — concrete done right.

v Free site check & quote v/ Full prep, pour & finish
v 800+ projects completed
Strength in Every Pour — Built Right from the
Ground Up
www.mcptaupo.co.nz
Email admin@mcptaupo.co.nz | 800 Rakaunui Rd, Taupo

Jasper 027 840 2222 | Norm 027 5111166

Septic Tank Work

oke: \ Bennett’s Septic Tank
ENﬁ INEERIN ':':OM Jude to bi‘; . p ‘
.
fwis space Fo Cleaning Services
¢ Manufacturing and repairs .,;e.e-“f' $ ST .
 Access equipment hire ownl costs &3:" 50 Septlc tanks, water tanks,
* Engineering supplies @_auce‘(s e; COLOU.'{L\)LQ. grease trapS.
" 206 gases g&\er é\ﬂ&tows ovak Call us for fast efficient
* 20T & 50T crane hire ) o&_zgs—f(s-?’z service.
29 Burns St, Ohakune. v e
el ods b cons o
027 444 2058 Bruce 021 0389288 Alan chubulletin: Phone Chris 06-388-0452
Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz TW)‘V
Ph 06 388 0452
Tree & Garden Services Land development Electrician

Garden maintenance & landscaping
Tree care and removal
Landscape design and installation

Over two decades of experience in commercial
and private tree & garden management

Fully qualified and insured

Contact us today for a free consultation or
estimate — email treeshapeltd@gmail.com

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?
- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service & sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi — Rangataua -
Horopito — National Park - Whanganui

Ph 027 685 4854

Ph 021770123
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Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

NEW LOCATION

Next to BP Ohakune

Open Monday — Friday 8am — 4pm
Saturday 9am — 12pm. Sunday CLOSED
P 027 2799 724 E ohakunehire@xtra.co.nz

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF HIRE
EQUIPMENT. SEE OUR WEBSITE

WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

PARTY HIRE: floodlights,
tables & chairs, heaters, spit
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing
dishes, crockery & cutlery,
dehumidifier, flute & wine
glasses, universal food cooker,
portaloos & showers, 3-section
marquee, horse float.

warquee Hip,

FOR THE BIG JOBS:

digger hire, cherry pickers,
pumps, wood splitters,
generators, car trailers, post
hole borers, furniture trailer,

concrete equipment, rollers &
compactors, portable trencher

Ph 06 387 5022




Temple towers to come down after works blessing

After nearly a decade of planning and fund-
raising, restoration work on the historic Ratana
Temple in Raetihi will begin this week, mark-
ing a major milestone for Te Pariha o Raetihi
and supporters across Aotearoa.

A community blessing was held at the site
on King’s Birthday, 1 June, before restoration
work started on Tuesday with the demolition
of the temple’s two towers.

Aroha Williams said the project had been
driven by years of determination, generosity
and belief in the kaupapa.

“In 2017 it was the dream of my sister Bertz
to fully restore our Whare Whakamoemiti.

“Through a chance meeting and then
incredibly generous and ongoing support of
Auckland architects Christina van Bohemen
and Aaron Sills, we are now actually ready
to begin.”

Originally a gothic church built by Maori
Methodists in the 1920s, it was later gifted to
the Ratana movement and converted into a
temple and opened in 1926.

Tahupotiki Wiremu Ratana, the founder
of the Ratana movement, named the temple
Taku Whare Tuatahi (My First House). The
centenary of this opening will be in 2026.

Williams said whanau and supporters had
worked for years to raise funds for the restora-
tion and preserve the iconic building.

“While we are still fundraising, being able
to start building has only been made possible
through the generosity of whanau from around

Aotearoa and the world.

“Whether through a raffle ticket, a donation,
or akoha, everyone has played an integral part
in helping turn the dream of Bertz into reality.”

The project had been awaiting building
consent before restoration works could begin.
The work will be led by Morehu builder Piha
Smith of Kaihanga in Raetihi.

Williams said the whakamoemiti at 11am on
Monday acknowledged the many people who
had contributed to the project and celebrate the
start of restoration works.

“We want to sincerely thank everyone who
has supported us. From the bottom of our
hearts, we are so grateful for your generosity,
your koha, your aroha and your belief in this
kaupapa.”

Once the towers are demolished, the temple
will be lifted and moved to the paddock
behind, allowing work to begin on the new
foundations.

Williams said the restoration represented
both the preservation of an iconic and archi-
tecturally significant building and the ongoing
revitalisation of Raetihi.

The restoration has also received major
support from the Awhero Nui Charitable Trust,
Four Regions Trust, Jon Preston Trust, Rua-
pehu District Council through the Better Off
fund, Te Puna Tahua — Lottery Grants Board
and the Whanganui Community Foundation.

LDR is local body journalism co-funded by
RNZ and NZ On Air

The Ratana band provided the music for the blassing ceremony at the Temple.

Experts ~ atyour service

Tree Felling & Firewood

Ohakune Landscape Supplies

Property Maintenance / Cleaning

Curtains & Blinds

ON-SITE TREE FELLING & FIREWOOD SPECIALISTS

TURN UNWANTED TREES INTO
VALUABLE FIREWOOD

o Tree felling » Dangerous & dead trees
o Wind-thrown & hung-up trees « Hedge & shelterbelt work
 Section clearing ¢ 6T & 1.7T diggers
© 6T tip truck services « On-site firewood processing

Professional - Reliable - Local Service
Free quotes — Fully insured
Covering the wider Ruapehu district

[F1IK Contracting

Phone Jack 027 314 7095

Looking for a dependable local

plumber in your area?

Count on our skilful local Ohakune plumber for
all your maintenance plumbing requirements.
Whether it’s a leaking pipe or a blocked drain,

we deliver quality service with fair pricing in
the Ohakune & surrounding areas.

Don’t hesitate, get in touch with us today!
office@plumberdan.co.nz

AUTO
SERVICE
CENTRE

Authorised Holden Service Centre

Full workshop services for all
vehicles, wheel alignments, computer
diagnostics, warrant of fitness
inspections, parts, batteries, engine oils.

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune
After hours 027 448 4080
autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

- Rail & Mac Sleepers

~ Call to arrange supply ~ FREE loan trailer ~
~ eftpos available ~

Ph 0800 926 315

- Huge range of Pebbles - Builders mix
- Mulch - Sand - White chip
- Bark - Topsoil - Pavers
- Pea Straw - Bagged Garden Fertilisers

* General Cleaning
* Property Maintenance
 Carpet Cleaning
* Water Blasting Services
* Floor polishing/buffing

For a free no obligation quote call:
RAY 021 886 509 or MAURICE 021 078 2419

Or visit: www.rccpml.co.nz

021 886509 or 021 0782419

Ph 022 307 2627

Earthworks

Gas Fitting

HAITANA EARTHWORKS

14 tonne digger
14 tonne wheel digger
Tip truck

Supply of metal,
scoria and boulders

Farm work, section &

Cutt cdown on Your power bill.
@o ges et wetter & heetling
= supplisd end nstElisd.
Celll for & comsulliition.
[Phene Deniss 027 482 7488 or

driveways, rock walls
accolints@appllimbingandgastconz
Ph 027 289 4404 Ph 06 343 6866
Plumbing / Drainlaying Auto Services Upholsterers
BaM PLUMBING LTD
* Plumbing & Drainlaying
* Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of Locally owned and operated
all pumps by mechanic Daniel Norris.
* Fires & Solar
« 5 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck WOF $75 car, $45 trailer
“Your local Registered Certifier” Ru a p eh u M ot ors
M Call Brian 027436 1075 .\( Cnr Seddon St and Valley Rd, Raetihi.
—= Email: yrdll iri i
ATEREd  bmiredexira.conz Plimbers For enquiries, please phone Daniel
Ph 06 385 4718 Ph 027 863 7454 Ph 06 385 8487
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CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

FOR
SALE BUSINESS NOTICES SITUATIONS VACANT PUBLIC NOTICES
FIREWOOD 4 SALE. Mixed ° °
blend, pine, wattle, lawson, Ohakune Health HUb Atlhau BUSII‘IESS
$N5 delivered local, txt In pain? Let us he|p. e o
Jock 0273 602 700. Experienced care in Osteopathy, Physiotherapy, Ad mn'IIStI"atOI" -
Massage and Acupuncture — effective treatment for: ° Need to get to a health
FIREWOOD LOGS 4 SALE. h . : - .
Pine logs and mixed logs. - Musculoskeletzill pain - headaches & concussion - I_lvestock and appointment in Whanganui or
5 ton or 2.5 ton truck loads. post-operative recovery - and much more. c t Palmerston North?
Call/TXT Keith 021 055 4794 ACC registered | 77-79 Clyde St, Ohakune orporate
Book online: www.ohakuneosteo.co.nz p Book on 0800 266 547
WATER TROUGHS, cattle Permanent Position - 24 hours per week Bookings must be made 24 hours in advance.
or sheep. Different sizes. :
Ohakune based Contact us between Monday to Friday

Delivered price quoted. Ph
0800-487-633.

Winter Pasture Spraying

Pasture - Crop - Porina

BUSINESS
NOTICES

RAILWAY MUSEUM &
OP SHOP. Open 10am-
2pm Thursday - Sunday.

62 Thames St, 100m

past Railway Station:

Shog cred by The SKT | Asgpraying call Neil 021 926 315
SITUATIONS VACANT

Intermediate / Senior Accountant

PKF Doyles Chartered Accountants Ltd

Description
We're looking for an Intermediate or Senior Accountant to join our
team in Ohakune.

About the role

Depending on your experience, you will:

e Prepare Financial statements, tax returns, GST reporting, livestock
reconciliations and management reports

e Work closely with rural and commercial clients to understand their
goals and challenges

e Provide practical, straightforward advice tailored to the needs of
local businesses

* Be part of a supportive small-office team where collaboration and
relationships matter

e Mentor and support junior team members (senior level)

We're looking for someone who:

e Has experience as an Intermediate or Senior Accountant in public
practice

¢ Enjoys working closely with clients and becoming part of their long-
term journey

e Communicates clearly and builds trust easily

» |s practical, proactive, and takes ownership of their work

¢ Has good working knowledge of Xero and Figured

e Values teamwork, community connection, and a supportive
workplace culture

Why PKF Doyles?

e Be part of a friendly, community-focused firm where people know
and support each other

e Work in a smaller office environment where your contribution
genuinely matters

e Enjoy a supportive culture that values work-life balance and
professional growth

e Ongoing mentoring, training, and career development opportunities

If you're looking for a role where you can build meaningful client
relationships, contribute to your local community, and enjoy the
benefits of a supportive small-team environment, we'd love to hear
from you.

Apply today by emailing your CV and cover letter to: recruitment@
pkfdoyles.co.nz

Due to the departure of a long-serving staff
member pursuing a new direction, an exciting
opportunity has become available for a
Business Administrator to join our team.

We are seeking a motivated and capable
individual with  proven  administrative
experience, strong computer literacy skills, and
a positive, can-do attitude.

Key Responsibilities

¢ Processing livestock sales and purchase
transactions across six sheep and beef
farms, two finishing farms, and one dairy unit

¢ Completingmonthlylivestockreconciliations,
reporting, and annual livestock valuations
for accounting and taxation purposes

¢ Other administration duties as required

Skills and Experience

The successful applicant will ideally have:

e 3-5 years' minimum  administration
experience

¢ Intermediate to advanced computer skills

¢ Advanced FarmlQ, Figured, and Xero
experience preferred

¢ Strong attention to detail and accuracy

¢ The ability to work effectively within a team
environment

¢ A great sense of humour and a willingness
to contribute positively to the workplace
culture

Atihau offers a competitive remuneration
and benefits package reflective of skills and
experience. Some training and support will be
provided to the successful applicant if required.

Atihautakesits health and safetyresponsibilities
seriously and is committed to maintaining a
safe and drug-free workplace. The successful
applicant will be required to undergo a pre-
employment drug test prior to commencement.

For further information about the role,
please email andrea@atihau.com.

Please send your CV and a cover letter
outlining your experience in confidence to
andrea@atihau.com.

Applications close 5pm, Wednesday 10th June
2026.
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8.30am and 3.00pm

4 Ruapehu Mayor
Weston Kirton

To arrange a meeting or call
back, please phone Council
on 06 385 8364 or email:
kay.kidd@ruapehudc.govt.nz

- J

Premium Ruapehu Lowline
Angus x Jersey branded beef,
raised locally in Raetihi.

Once You Taste It,
You'll Understand

Tender, marbled, full of flavour — calm handling and
stress-free transport for the best taste.
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Reng: 021 24 24 211 www.ruapehulowlineangus.co.nz

Free Legal Advice Clinics

Raetihi Chambers
44 Seddon Street, Raetihi
Wednesday between 10am — 12pm
10 June
Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre
Maungarongo Marae, 36A Burns Street, Ohakune
Wednesday between 1pm — 3pm
10 June

To book an appointment, call or email us with your
name and contact phone number
Community Legal Advice Whanganui (CLAW)
Phone 0800 00 36 36 Email — claw@claw.co.nz

ISSN 1170-1676 (print)
ISSN 1178-7406 (online)
Published by Ruapehu Media Ltd

Phone (06) 385 8532

56 Clyde St, Ruapehu Colab office, Ohakune.

Ruapehu’s only locally owned weekly community
newspaper. Established 1983.

Reaching homes every Wednesday in Ohakune, National
Park, Raetihi, Waiouru and surrounding rural areas.

Publishing Editor:
Robert Milne — robert @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz
Advertising Rep:
Jude Chevin — ads @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Printed by NZME, Auckland

Advertising Deadline Spm Friday
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History beckons for Hungary-bound Jack Jordan

History beckons for two Kiwi Timbersports athletes in
Budapest, Hungary this weekend, including Ruapehu’s
Jack Jordan.

Top Kiwi axeman Jack will attempt to become the first
four-time champion of the Stihl Timbersports World Tro-
phy event, while Aussie-based Kiwi, Ashleigh Marsh, will
represent New Zealand at the first ever Stihl Timbersports
Women’s World Championship.

King Country farmer Jack Jordan is heading off to
Europe in a rare four-peat world title bid having won the
last three Stihl Timbersports World Trophy events against
the top 16 axemen on the planet. Jordan’s last victory in
Milan, Italy was not just a personal best time for 29-year-
old Jordan, it was a new world record of 52.53 seconds.

The Stihl Timbersports World Trophy format is like the
20/20 cricket of international wood chopping. It is a quick

fire event with four disciplines back to back
(no rest in between) suited to competitors
with superior fitness and endurance as they
make their way through knockout stages to
the final showdown.

Jordan — who’s also the current NZ Rural
Sports Person of the Year Supreme Award
winner — is under no illusions he’ll have
an even bigger target on his back this year.

“It’ll be interesting for sure returning
to Europe as the three-time defending
champion, but I intend to use that to my

ness and technique and bring that four-peat
world title back home.”

Jordan’s World Trophy event is sched-
uled for Sunday morning NZ time.

Matthew Gower from Taranaki com-
pletes the three person NZ Timbersports
Team. Gower will compete in the Stihl
Timbersports Rookies (Under 25) World
Championship that will take place on
Saturday morning NZ Time, just before
Marsh takes to the stage in the Women’s
World Championship.

advantage and back myself with my fit-

Kings weekend market
day proves popular

Jack Jordan in action in Milan, Italy. He is competing on the weekend to try to continue his world-beating record.

Kate and Jack Purcell brought their KP Studios wares to the market day at
the Ohakune Junction on Sunday, with Del Taylor and Jennie Murray. With the
cancellation of the Ohakune Carrot Carnival, Jennie and others decided to organise
their own market day, calling up a range of people who had taken part in market
days in Ohakune in the past. Several businesses and groups answered the call,
making a small but successful event. Below: Mark Taylor demonstrates a game he
has created, to Leni Philpott.
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Ohakune squash
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Breathtaklng location k=3 =1 =1 @1 Second week interhouse results saw Dunlop, Tecnifibre and Stellar maintain their
An inviting three bedroom log style chalet offers a unique lifestyle For Sale $435,000 winning form. Dunlop beat Unsquashable 100/94, Karakal beat Salming 108/96, Stellar

beat Head 107/90 and Tecnifibre beat Prince 116/82. Points to date see Stellar leading
with 225, Tecnifibre close behind on 223, Dunlop 202, Unsquashable 201, Salming 198,
Karakal 189, Head 185 and Prince 169. This Thursday there is a break with Turangi
travelling to Ohakune for an inaugural whole club challenge.

Over the weekend some players travelled to the Levin Open with good results. Sean
Drinkwater was runner up in the men’s fourth division with Liam McDonough third.
Paige Drinkwater was third in the women’s Open whilst Kirsty Litt won the women’s
first division and Keisha McDonough won the women’s second division.

June leagues are out.

The final matches in the Round the Mountain Interclub competition occurs this week.
All six teams are playing at Ohakune. Points to date have Ohakune leading with 50,
Ruapehu College 42, Turangi 38 Taumarunui two 25, Waimarino 23 and Taumarunui
one 18.

View By appointment
Web pb.co.nz/OHU228458

opportunity perfect as a holiday retreat or a permanent home. Set
on a substantial 1,897sqm (more or less) section with great
subdivision potential, the property enjoys a prime location beside the
serene Mangawhero River and boasts a breathtaking view of Mount
Ruapehu. Inside, the open plan kitchen, dining, and lounge area is
warmed by both a woodburner (on wetback) and a heat pump,
ensuring comfort year round. Two bedrooms and the bathroom plus
an extra toilet are conveniently located downstairs, while a generous
mezzanine upstairs currently sleeps six.
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