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Turoa
now full
locally-
owned

Tuaroa Ski Area is now run by a 100% locally owned
company, following the completion of the ownership
transition and the Crown exiting its shareholding in the
business.

“It’s a significant milestone for Turoa and provides
long-term certainty for the future of the mountain,” says
sole director of Pure Taroa, Cam Robertson.

As part of the transition, the company’s shareholding
structure has been simplified, providing “a clear and
stable ownership platform” for the future.

“The original founder shareholders remain strong
supporters of Taroa and will continue to be involved
at a consultancy and advisory level,” says Robertson.

“Greg Hickman and Dean Schmidt were instrumental
in getting PTL off the ground and helping make it the
success it is today,” said Robertson in reference to other
original shareholders.

“Their contribution has been invaluable, and we’re
really pleased they’ll continue to support the business
in an advisory capacity.”

He said the Crown’s 25% shareholding was bought
out as part of the ownership transition, adding that “the
specific terms and value of the transaction are commer-
cially sensitive”.

Ski hire purchase

“We’ve also recently completed the purchase of the
rental side of the SLR business, which will operate from
Taroa HQ in Ohakune.

“The acquisition significantly increases the size and
quality of our rental fleet, including a much larger range
of premium and performance skis.”

He said this winter will be a transition year as they
integrate the operation.

Turn to Page 5
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Raetihi's Karaitiana Horne performs
at a weekend of MX extremes

Karaitiana Horne in action at Himitangi on the weekend. Photo: Andy McGechan, www.BikesportNZ.com

It was a case of contrasting extremes at the
63rd annual New Zealand Motocross Grand Prix
at Himatangi at the weekend, which saw Rae-
tihi’s Karaitiana Horne take the women’s title.

With rain and mud testing the junior grade
riders on Saturday and then harsh sun testing
the senior grade riders in a different way the fol-

BAYLEYS | ALTOGETHER BETTER

lowing day, the huge phalanx of riders who had
entered certainly needed to bring their ‘A game’
to cope with the various challenges that arose.

“It was a sharp contrast for riders to face damp
and treacherous conditions on Saturday, and
then we had to impose a delay for racing early
on Sunday for safety reasons, until the blinding

06 385 0170

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

sun rose high enough to be out of the riders’
eyes. Rain hats and umbrellas on Saturday, sun
hats and sunscreen on Sunday. Who would have
figured on that?” said host Manawatu-Orion

Motorcycle Club president Brad Ritchie.
Raetihi’s Karaitiana Horne was again the
Turn to Page 2

bayleys.co.nz
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INERIEEIN Taupo photo competition winner
hooks a season licence

Pulp mill still on
the market

The Karioi Pulp Mill and Tangiwai Sawmill are still for
sale, advises Winstone Pulp Internation general manager
Mike Ryan.

He said they are in discussion with a number of potential
buyers, who were looking at a range of uses for the site.

The mills closed down in October 2024, with WPI partly
blaming skyrocketing electricity costs.

Ryan said the site still retains caretakers staff as well
as security.

Steam train
adventure

Seats sold out for the 4 July Mainline Steam ‘Ruapehu
Mountaineer’ — a train trip from Plimmerton (north of Wel-
lington) to Ruapehu. The trip features climate-controlled
carriages, panoramic windows, a licensed café and an
open-air viewing platform, then coach transfers from
Ohakune up to Whakapapa to explore, including a ride on
the Sky Waka. The steam train later travels to Waimarino/
National Park, before returning to Plimmerton.

MX winner

From Page 1

stand-out individual in the women’s racing, alongside Hal-
combe’s Indie Allison. Horne finished 2-1-1 in the senior
women’s grade, while Allison posted a 1-2-3 scorecard on
Sunday to settle for overall runner-up.

The 63rd annual New Zealand Motocross Grand Prix
had originally been scheduled to run at its iconic home
at Woodville in January, but that meeting fell victim to a
torrential onslaught of rain, turning the track and pits area
into a quagmire.

Also in the winners’ list was Raetihi’s Richard Horne
(Veterans, Over-35).

Royal Theatre Movies, starts 7pm
Bruce Lee Way of the Dragon

20 June

JULY 2026

Royal Theatre Movies, starts 7pm

American Graffiti (M) 4 July
Mardi Gras 4 July
Turoa Opening Day 4 July
See www.turoa.com for details

Whakapapa Opening Day 4 July
See www.whakapapa.com for details

Matariki 10 July
AUGUST 2026

Royal Theatre Movies, starts 7pm

Smash Palace (R16) 15 August

Winter Art Exhibition
Paul Stieglbauer - paul@4thames.co.nz

SEPTEMBER 2026

23 Aug - 6 Sept

Retro Day
Paul Stieglbauer - paul@4thames.co.nz

26 Sept

Waimarino Art Awards 26 Sept - 10 Oct
See WaimarinoArtAwards.org.nz for more information

For all your ski board and bike rental needs

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune

06-385-8433 tcb.nz

FOR MORE DETAILS, G0 To OHAKUNE.INFO
IT'S FREE TO LIST SO PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU

HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP ...
ADS@RUAPEHUBULLETIN.CO.NZ
LINK YOUR EVENT TO EVENTFINDA FOR FREE
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Years of dedication to the pursuit of trophy trout
underpin this year’s overall winner in the Taupo fishery
photography competition.

The image submitted by experienced trout angler Karl
Sawyer shows him proudly holding a huge rainbow trout
caught at Lake Otamangakau, within the Taupo Fishing
District.

Karl has been fishing the Taupo area for 30 years and
says he enjoys the challenges and opportunities the fishery
provides.

“Every year is different, it’s never boring. This fish was
the largest I've caught in over 20 years on Lake Otaman-
gakau, and it was worth every bit of effort,” says Karl.

Department of Conservation principal ranger fisheries
Mark Venman was impressed with Karl’s photo during
the judging.

“It’s a stunning fish, it’s really something special, and
you can see the feeling straight away in Karl’s face.”

The trophy-focused photo will appear on the printed
plastic wallet cards for the upcoming 2026/27 Taup® fish-
ing season. Six other winning photographs will be used on
the DOC website to illustrate different licence categories.

Trout fishing is a popular ‘naturing’ activity across the
Taupd area and contributes to individual wellbeing, con-
nection to nature, exercise, and kai.

Mark says the photo competition reminds them of the
variety of people who make up the angling community.

“Photos show people of all ages and experience levels,
using a variety of fishing techniques, all unified by their
enjoyment of the Taupo fishery.”

All winners will receive a Taupd season fishing licence
for the 2026/27 fishing season, which begins 1 July 2026
and runs through to 30 June 2027.

Taupo fishing licence fees remain unchanged from
last year.

Taupo fishing season licences for 2026/27 will go on
sale on 24 June. All licences can be purchased online at

3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by international
chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and craft breweries
including award winning Ruapehu Brewing Co beers in the fridge
and on tap. See our Facebook page for what's on. Please check
our open times as these will vary.

1Rata St, Ohakune Ph: 027 257 LKNZ (5569)
Open every day. Menu includes our delicious big breakfast,
creamy mushrooms, homemade soups, wedges, nachos,
toasties, waffles and more ... Volcanic coffee, muffins & scones,
real fruit smoothies and thick shakes. Dine in or takeaway. Onsite
parking. www.lknz.co.nz

Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
For over 35 years, The Powderkeg has been serving up exceptional
food and service in a warm, welcoming atmosphere. Whether
you're enjoying a sunny afternoon on our spacious balcony or
indulging in our weekly specials like Sushi Fridays and Smokehouse
Sundays, there's always something to look forward to. Join us for
an unforgettable dining experience and follow us on Instagram @
powderkegbar for the latest updates and mouthwatering offers!
Open daily 7am till late

79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Check out our new menu. Kiwi craft beers, boutique wines and
cocktails to quench that thirst. Playroom for the kids, foozeball,
air hockey and spacies to keep the kids entertained. Spectacular
mountain views. A great place for casual get togethers or special
occasions. Open every day.

47 Clyde St, Ohakune
Open 7 days from 8am — 3pm for all day breakfast and lunch.
Serving Havana Coffee. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a
great range of cabinet food and beverages, Frappé and smoothies.
Vegan/Gluten-free options for both savoury and sweet are
available. Speedy free Wi-Fil A perfect place for everybody!

Ph: 06 385 9120

Karl sawyer with his trophy Otamangakau rainbow trout. The photo is also a winner,
taking out the Taupé angling photo competition.

www.doc.govt.nz/FishingLicence.
Details of fishing regulations covering
the Taupo Fishing District can be found on

the DOC website - Rules and regulations
— what you need to know.

Ex-Ruapehu art teacher
wins major award

Richard Lewer — an ex-Ruapehu College
art teacher — was named as the winner of
Australia’s Archibald art prize recently,
with his portrait of fellow-artist artist
Tluwanti Ken.

A six-time Archibald finalist, Lewer’s
painting was chosen from 1034 entries
this year.

He said he’s already spent the $100,000
prize money five times over in his mind,
but he plans to make his dream of having
a painting studio at the back of his Mel-
bourne house a reality.

The award has drawn a lot of praise but
also some criticism, with the view that he
did the wrong thing by painting a portrait
of Iluwanti Ken, a friend he’s known for
years through the Australian art scene, on
Country.

Many Australians seem to find Indig-
enous people - “where they live, and how
to actually interact with them” to be quite
confronting, says Lewer.

Lewer’s portrait of Ken for the Archibald
Prize was not a cultural misstep, he says,
but “a carefully thought thing” intended
to shine a light on an artist he believes

Richard Lewer.

A cropped version of Richard Lewer’'s

portrait of his friend lluwanti Ken -

winner of the 2026 Archibald Prize.
deserves more national recognition.

“You are able to paint an Indigenous
person, if you’ve got a relationship or a
friendship, or you feel like you need to do
that. But go to Country, be involved, help
where you can.”

Lewer grew up in Hamilton and com-
pleted his fine arts degree at Elam in
1992, with his first job as an art teacher at
Ruapehu College.

He writes about a painting completed
in 2021, of Mt Ruapehu from Ohakune:

“My first job after art school was teach-
ing art at Ruapehu College. I celebrated my
first day at the Ohakune pub with the locals.
In class the next day, my students said ‘Mr
Lewer, Mr Lewer, we saw you passed out
outside the pub, what were you doing?’”

Richard Lewer’s painting of his time in Ohakune. (cropped).



Vandals hit public facilities: call for info

The local council is calling on residents
to help protect community facilities follow-
ing a spate of vandalism across the district

over the King’s Birthday long weekend.
Public toilet facilities in Taumarunui,
Waiouru, Raetihi, Para Para and Ohakune

What's important?
Kirton calls for
amalgamation views

Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton wants
residents to complete Council’s amalga-
mation survey before it closes at 9pm on
Tuesday next week, 16 June.

The survey is part of Council’s work
to better understand what matters most to
Ruapehu communities and their priorities
as Council considers possible responses
to the Government’s Simplifying Local
Government Head Start pathway.

Kirton said the Government’s reform
programme could result in significant
changes to local government boundaries
as well as structures, representation, and
services.

“These are significant changes that
would shape the future of our district for
many years to come,” he said.

“That’s why it’s important that Council
understands what our communities value
most and what they want us to take into
account as we assess potential options.”

Kirton said recent public meetings in
Ohakune and Taumarunui highlighted
the wide range of factors people consider
important.

“People spoke about everything from local
representation and decision-making through
to health services, economic connections,
river catchments, iwi relationships, links to
the maunga, and community identity.

“What became clear is that there is no
single option that everyone agrees on.

Every potential arrangement comes with
trade-offs, which makes it even more im-
portant that we hear from as many people
as possible.”

Kirton said the survey is not a binding
poll but will provide valuable information
to help inform any proposal Council may
choose to submit to Government before the
9 August deadline.

“Council has a responsibility to carefully
consider the opportunities, challenges,
costs, and benefits of any option. Com-
munity feedback is an important part of
that process.”

Kirton said residents can complete the
survey either online or using a hard-copy
form.

Hard-copy surveys are printed in the
Ruapehu Bulletin and the Taumarunui
Bulletin as well as being available from
Council offices in Taumarunui, Ohakune
and Raetihi, while online responses can be
completed via Council’s website.

“Time is short, so I would encourage
people not to leave it until the last minute.
If you want your views considered, please
take a few minutes to complete the survey
before it closes.”

For more information, to complete the
survey online, or to access background
information on the Government’s Sim-
plifying Local Government reforms, visit
ruapehudc.govt.nz.

keeping you connected

all suffered damage, including blocked sinks, broken
cubicle doors, damaged toilet seats, hand dryers and soap
dispensers, graffiti, and the theft of toilet paper.

Walkways and reserves were also damaged by
motorcycles.

Candice McNaught, RDC manager community and
recreational facilities said vandalism of community facili-
ties had been increasing, costing ratepayers thousands of
dollars in repair bills.

“Council has invested significantly in upgrading and
improving facilities across the district to support our
communities and visitor economy. It is frustrating to see
those investments damaged through senseless acts of
vandalism,” she said.

“Repairing vandalism diverts money away from other
community priorities and, if this behaviour continues,

Council may be forced to lock or close some facilities
at certain times, which is something we would prefer to
avoid.”

McNaught said RDC was asking the community to
be vigilant and report any suspicious behaviour around
public facilities.

“If you see vandalism taking place, or have information
that could help identify those responsible, please contact
Council. Even small pieces of information can make a
difference.”

“Protecting these facilities is a shared responsibility. By
reporting vandalism and suspicious activity, residents can
help reduce repair costs and ensure these facilities remain
clean, safe and welcoming for everyone.”

Anyone with information is encouraged to contact Rua-
pehu District Council on 07 895 8188 or submit a report
through the Antenno app.

The local council is calling on residents to help protect community facilities after a spate of vandalism across
the district over the King's Birthday long weekend left ratepayers facing thousands of dollars in repair costs.
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Let's tell our visitors

Out for the July School Holidays
Book your space today - call Jude 0274 993691
or email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Puffer fish and seaweed trees

* ] have been constantly up and down the new bike and hiking track in our UNESCO
park looking for educational, scientific and cultural features where small, inconspicuous
and cheap QR codes could be placed to attract more and more money-spending visitors
to it. And after looking at the appearance of many plants, and at the names Polynesians
newly arrived from Tahiti or Rarotonga gave them, I began to think like them.

There was a fish on their coral reefs that protected itself by puffing up, thus opening
(to) its sharp-pointed (tara) scales. So when they found trees with sharp-pointed leaves
sticking up, they called them puffer fish trees, or totara.

The spreading, overlapping fronds of a grove of tree-ferns with dead fronds below
them would have reminded them of approaching death and everlasting darkness. So they
were nicknamed Ponga, becoming dark.

3000 years ago, ancestors of the new arrivals had sailed from the Philippines to the
Solomons, Samoa and Tonga with the word lumot for moss clinging to rocks, and limu for

similar rock-hugging sea-
weeds. The later generations
migrating to the Tahitian and
Rarotongan Islands lowered
their tongues slightly and
called seaweed rimu. So,
when they saw trees with

Diego Chapman long dangling green ribbons,
Mora enjoys his first h lled th d
ski for 2025, on the they called them seawee
first weekend of the trees.

Whakapapa season, .

and the first weekend Bellbirds have a “ko-ma-
of skiing for the new 2 3

oremere vt the fleld, ko” call, so wer.e given tbat
Whakapapa Holdings name, and their favourite
Limited. The Company winter food (kai) was tasty
gave away free ski X X

passes for Happy Valley little berries on the pennan-
on their opening days.

tia, so they called that tree
kaikomako. There is grove
of about 20 of these trees
on the loop track a kilometre
north of the campsite, but
you go there at your own
risk: rainwater has carved
ruts, some six inches deep,
down the middle of about
50 metres of our $300-a-
metre beginners’ bike trail
that never had any gut-
ters built beside it, nor any
maintenance. Tourists, and
tour companies, have been
complaining.

Water damage on Te Ara Mangawhero.

If you want QR tags for your trees, go to waonui.org

John Archer

TH E WEEKLY WOR KOUT answers for each puzzle are included on this page

QUICK CROSSWORD

Across

1. Soldiers held
captive (9,2,3)

10. Speck (5)

11. Chewing gum
flavour (9)

12. Deficiency of red
blood cells (7)

13. Add sugar (7)
14. Velocity (5)

16. Complaint (9)
19. Contaminant (9)
20. Indications (5)
22. Gesture of
respect (7)

25. Boating event (7)
27. Make up (9)

28. Intended (5)

29. Cowardly (7-7)

Down

2. Be vaguely familiar
(4,1,4)

3. Vapour (5)

4. Longing for the
past (9)

5. Stinks (5)

6. Us (9)

7. Midriff (5)

8. Entourage (7)
9. Quagmire (6)
15. Chicken leg (9)
17. Arbitrate (9)
18. Bad dream (9)

29
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19. Largest ocean (7)
21. Barely adequate (6)
23. Jewish teacher (5)

24. Pine (5)

26. Person who plays

online (5)
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Enjoy WordFit puzzles?
Magazines available from

www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

Puzzles © The Puzzle Company

The Top 10

1. Who are the only two New Zealanders to
have won a F1 race?

2. The Industrial Revolution began in which
century?

3. What type of snake appears on the
crown of Egyptian Pharaohs?

4. What was first officially flown from
Auckland to Dargaville in 1919?

5. Which legendary bird cremates itself and
rises from its ashes every 500 years?

6. Who was Wayne’s sidekick in Wayne’s
World?

7. Who was captain when the All Blacks
won the World Cup in 19877

8. Cryptography is the study of what?

9. What is a sliding Japanese latticed door
covered with white paper?

10. In which Lloyd Webber musical do
Pearl, Dinah, Rusty and Greaseball
appear?
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Auto show drives community
support for National Park School

The National Park Business Association has
announced that its annual Alpine Vintage &
Classic Auto Show, held on Sunday 31 May in
the National Park School grounds in Waimarino,
saw an increase in classic cars on show, as well
as raising funds for the National Park School.

Now in its fourth consecutive year, organisers
say the event continues to grow in popularity,
attracting vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts
from across the region.

This year’s event welcomed more than 70 ve-
hicles on display, with over 50 vehicles officially
entered into the people’s choice competition.

“Visitors enjoyed a fantastic day of motoring
history, community spirit, market stalls, food
vendors, and family-friendly entertainment,”
says Andrea Messneger from NPBA.

People’s choice winner was Michael How-
ard’s 2000 Dodge Challenger; 2nd place — Craig
Morrison, 1971 Rolls Royce Silver Shadow; 3rd
place — Graeme Stratford; 1948 Ford Coupe.

“The event has become an important fixture
on the local calendar, bringing together resi-
dents, visitors, businesses, and supporters in a
celebration of both automotive heritage and
community fundraising,” says Andrea.

National Park School’s new principal, Gay-
lene, has made a significant impact since joining
the school. Her enthusiasm, commitment and
proactive approach to building relationships
within the wider community have been instru-
mental in strengthening local connections and

At the auto show, from left, Devotion Lefoe, Brooklyn Pyper Fredrickson, Dean Horiti, Gaylene
Edmonds (principal), Abby Messenger, Anika Dewan, Jazz Blackman, Ruapehu mayor Weston
Kirton, Levi Lewis and Euka Willing. Photo: NPBA.

supporting initiatives that benefit students.

“Gaylene has done an outstanding job getting
to know our school, our families, and our wider
community.

“Her passion for creating opportunities for our
students has been evident from day one and we
are grateful for her support of events such as the
Vintage and Classic Auto Show.”

Funds raised from the event will directly sup-
port National Park School’s Ski Programme, a
ten-week programme held during Term 4. The
programme helps students learn skiing and
snowboarding from an early age, helping them
develop confidence, resilience, outdoor skills
and a lifelong appreciation for the mountain

environment.

The National Park School PTA thanks all
vehicle owners, market stallholders, volunteers,
sponsors, and attendees who contributed to the
success of the event.

“The support from our community continues
to amaze us. Every dollar raised helps provide
opportunities that many of our students may not
otherwise have access to. The ski programme is
a highlight of the school year and an experience
that creates lasting memories for our tamariki.”

Planning is already underway for next year’s
event, with organisers looking forward to wel-
coming even more vehicles and visitors back to
Waimarino in 2027.

Taroa now fully locally-owned

From Page 1

“But we’re excited about the opportunities it
creates to further enhance the guest experience
both on and off the mountain.”

Robertson said they are supporting visitation
to the wider Ruapehu region through a partner-
ship with the Ohakune Events Charitable Trust
and Audiology Touring for this year’s Ohakune
Mardi Gras.

“Every ticket holder will receive a compli-
mentary Ttroa day pass, representing more than
$1 million worth of lift passes being put back
into the event and the region.

“The initiative is designed to encourage
visitors to return, experience the mountain, and
enjoy everything Ttaroa, Ohakune and the wider
Ruapehu region have to offer.”

Core operations

While there will be no changes to core moun-
tain operations this winter, Robertson says it’s
an opportunity to reflect on how far Ttroa has
come over the past few years.”

“And the incredible support we’ve received
from our staff, community, iwi, partners, local
businesses, guests, the Crown, and many others
who have helped make this possible.

“We’re incredibly proud to reach this point
and are excited about what lies ahead as we
continue investing in the future of Ttroa and

Pure Tiroa takes over SLR ski hire for winter 2026.

the wider Ruapehu region.

“With winter well and truly arriving, tempera-
tures dropping, and opening day fast approach-
ing, there’s a real sense of excitement around
the mountain.

“We’ve got a fantastic team in place, some
great improvements completed over summer,
and are looking forward to welcoming guests
back for what we believe will be an outstand-
ing season.”

Government loans

Robertson said PTL did have Government
loans in place ($3.05m at the time of the
purchase).

“However, these have now been fully settled
as part of the recent share buyout and owner-
ship restructure.

“The Government is no longer a shareholder
and PTL no longer carries any Government debt.

“The transaction has simplified the ownership
structure and provides a clear platform for the
company to continue investing in the future of
Turoa and building on the progress made over
recent years.”

Asked if PTL is still operating under a 10-year
concession, Robertson said yes, but that they
were also planning to apply to extend that in
the next year or so.

Kirton questions
road safety
measures
following deadly
long weekend

By Rebecca Hogan

A tragic King’s Birthday road toll has Ruapehu’s
mayor questioning whether automated road safety mea-
sures are being positioned where communities need them
most, to reduce fatalities and crashes.

The holiday road toll reached seven over the long
weekend; marking the worst King’s Birthday road toll
since 2016. The deadliest incident occurred on State
Highway 1 near Waiouru early on Monday morning
where three people died.

Ruapehu mayor Weston Kirton brought this tragedy
to the Horizons Regional Council regional transport
committee meeting on Tuesday, where NZ Transport
Agency Waka Kotahi (NZTA) presented its annual report.

Kirton questioned NZTA over its decision to not install
speed safety cameras at the site of the deadly crash on the
Desert Rd, and to instead decide to install two automated
cameras at different spots in the region.

“We lost three lives over the weekend on the Desert
Road - is it fair to say priority should be given to high
risk locations where fatalities take place on a regular
basis?”, asked Kirton.

NZTA'’s director of regional relationships Linda Stew-
art told Kirton 17 sites were selected for the installation
of these cameras around the country based on collective
data from speed and technical assessments.

While acknowledging the “exceptional serious
crashes” over the long weekend, Stewart said NZTA
couldn’t comment on specifics from the Desert Road
tragedy or how it could have been prevented while the
investigation was ongoing.

Stewart explained that locations for the automated
systems were selected partially from speed surveys,
which revealed 15% of all vehicles at the selected sites
were travelling over or significantly higher than the
speed limit.

Work had been completed for the installation of the
new average speed safety cameras between Sanson and
Foxton on SH1, with camera poles and cameras to be in-
stalled and active from the beginning of October this year.

Funding had also been secured for cameras to be
installed and functional from October on a key route
between Bulls and Hunterville.

Regional police had been consulted during the selec-
tion of these sites, with Stewart highlighting the SH1 site
between Sanson and Foxton had been selected based on
the high level of police already deployed along this road
to try and keep drivers speeds down.

Police were said to be supportive of the two sites in
the Horizons region as it meant police resources could
be reduced at these known hotspots and redeployed at
other locations of interest.

Based on national statistics from the Ministry of
Transport, Manawatt/Whanganui had the third highest
number of fatal crashes in 2025 alongside Canterbury
with 32 people having died in the region.

LDR is local body journalism co-funded by RNZ and
NZ On Air.
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The news, 40 years ago. The other pages and other Bulletins can be found at the
Papers Past website, paperspast.natlib.govt.nz

‘/‘:"\ @g}im SPEND AND SAVE ON STIHL THIS FIELDAYS
OEIQOUA® SPEND $500 SAVE $100

SPEND $700 SAVE $150
SPEND $1000 SAVE $200

PLUS FREE DELIVERY ON ALL ONLINE ORDERS ‘
CHARGED FOR LIFE

A

Hautapu St, Taihape

06 388 1211 ~14/./5 SHOP
- - POWER TOOLS

817K§€t)grér;a108t,TaumarunU| OPEN 7 DAYS

DISCOUNT APPLIED AT CHECKOUT. Valid on selected products from 09 June - 15 June 2026 or while stocks last. Terms and conditions apply. See in store or online for details.
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Ruapehu axemen claim world titles in Hungary

‘The best axeman on the planet’ —
Ruapehu District farmer Jack Jordan —
set yet another world record on his way
to achieving an incredible four-peat of
the Stihl Timbersports World Trophy at
the event in Budapest, Hungary on the
weekend.

He was joined in success by Matthew
Gower from Whangamomona — also in
the Ruapehu District — who snatched
victory by just five hundredths of a
second in the final discipline to win the
Stihl Timbersports Rookies (Under 25)
World Championship — his first ever
world title.

The World Trophy format that Jordan
won for the fourth straight time is like
the 20/20 cricket of international wood
chopping. It is a quick fire event with
four disciplines back to back (no rest
in between) suited to competitors with
superior fitness and endurance as they
make their way through knockout stages
to the final showdown.

Jordan set a new world record of
50.84 seconds - smashing his previous

World Trophy record time of 52.53 sec-
onds set in Milan, Italy two years ago.

The 29-year-old is also the current
Stihl Timbersports World Champion
and the NZ Rural Sports Person of the
Year Supreme Award winner. He beat
16 of the world’s top axemen from 16
different countries to claim his latest
historic feat.

“I feel great, it’s great to be able to
come over here and succeed. It’s been
tough going, all the training you put in
at home, you sometimes wonder what
it’s for when you have no competition.

“To get over here and put on a per-
formance like that, I’'m extremely happy
about it. There was a lot of pressure in
that final.

“Five years ago, no one knew about
me so hopefully I can keep on doing it,
I’'m really grateful to be able to come
over here and win these events so let’s
hope I can continue doing so,” says
Jordan.

Gower, aged 23, set four national re-
cords and a personal best across the five

timbersport disciplines in
the rookies world cham-
pionship format against
12 other competitors.
The title came down to
the very last of those
disciplines with Gower

pipping Australia’s Awa-
tea Moore Barrett by just
5 hundredths of asecond  honestly lost for words. It feels so good to know everyone The other piece of history achieved by the NZ Timbersports
in the technical spring- s watching at home and I wouldn’t (have) been able to do  team in Budapest was Aussie-based Kiwi, Ashleigh Marsh,
board event. it without the supportive community I have back at home. It  competing in the first ever Stihl Timbersports Women’s World
“It hasn’t fully sunk was definitely worth the trip, it’s been amazing.” Championship.
in yet, but I know all The qualified diesel mechanic with a passion for hunting Marsh, hailing originally from Westport who has been liv-
the boys and family at who also works on the family’s Whangamomona farm, has  ing and competing in Australia for the last 10 years, finished
home are watching,” represented New Zealand in age group tournaments for the  just off the podium in fourth place in a 10-strong field con-
says Gower. past five years, and also won the NZ Rookies championship  tested over four individual timbersport disciplines.
“It’s been an honour — I'm  for the first time last year.

Ruapehu’s Jack Jordan wins again at Budapest. Photo: Stihl Timbersports.

Matthew Gower from Whangamomona in action at
Budapest. Photo: Stihl Timbersports.

NEW LISTING

Ohakune 40 Southridge Drive

BAYLEYS

NEW LISTING

Ohakune 7karamuPlace

Potential on Southridge

Positioned at the top of the ever-popular Southridge
Drive and located in a cul-de-sac, this inviting family
home enjoys a private setting with rural and township
views. Offering space, comfort, and practicality, this
property is perfectly suited for family living. The home
features three bedrooms plus a separate office,
providing flexibility for those working from home or
needing extra space for the family. The master
bedroom is complete with a walk-in wardrobe and
ensuite, while the main bathroom includes a shower
over bath.

bayleys.co.nz/2900891

1100 [ Zh=y 18 D i

Deadline Sale (unless sold prior)
2pm, Thu 2 Jul 2026

16 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune
Kay Blaney 027 480 8845
kay.blaney@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATELTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Solid starter - well priced and
ready to go!

Set in a handy location close to town, the primary
school and kindergarten, this sturdy brick home offers
easy living with plenty of potential to add your own
style and personality. Well maintained and tidy
throughout, the home features three bedrooms, one
bathroom and a practical layout ready to enjoy as is or
update over time, complete with a heat pump for year-
round comfort.

bayleys.co.nz/2900890

1709em 11 Zh=y 138 1 o

Deadline Sale (unless sold prior)

2pm, Thu 2 Jul 2026

16 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune
Jenny Dekker 027 4555674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008
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Power analyst awarded research scholarship

Dr Muhammad Ali — a network analyst for the local electricity reticu-
lation company — has been named the Asset Management Council (AM
Council) Asset Management Research Scholar for 2026 — a competitive
award recognised across Australasia.

Dr Ali’s research topic, Asset Criticality Modelling in Electricity Dis-
tribution Networks, will help strengthen how asset criticality is assessed
— improving understanding of where failures would have the greatest
consequences and supporting clearer prioritisation of investment and

“This scholarship directly supports the work we are doing through
TLC’s Development and Delivery Plan, particularly our focus on improv-
ing our criticality approach as part of delivering sustained improvements
to the network,” said Buitendach.

“Strengthening our modelling helps us make more transparent,
evidence-based decisions about where the network is most vulnerable,
what matters most for public safety and reliability, and how we prioritise
improvements over time so that we deliver what is best for customers.”

Ohakune squash

Last Thursday Turangi travelled to Ohakune for an in-
augural club challenge. After several close battles Turangi
took the trophy back with them after winning 10/8 overall.
This week round three of inter-house continues with the
following draw: at Ohakune, 5:00pm Dunlop vs Karakal,
6:30pm Head vs Prince, 8:00pm Stellar vs Salming and at
Raetihi at 5:30pm Tecnifibre vs Unsquashable.

On Tuesday last week all six teams played in Ohakune
for the last of the first round matches of the Round the

operational effort for the greatest risk reduction and customer benefit.

The scholarship provides funding for practical, workplace-based re-
search that advances asset management and delivers benefits to both the
recipient’s organisation and the wider community. The project will run
for approximately 12 months.

Dr Ali was announced as the 2026 Research Scholar at the AMPEAK?26
conference. The AM Council is a peak industry body for asset management
in Australasia, supporting the profession through capability development,
knowledge-sharing and recognition of excellence.

The Lines Company (TLC) says the research directly supports ongoing
improvement work, including strengthening their approach to criticality
modelling to enable more transparent, evidence-based decisions about
network vulnerabilities, public safety and reliability outcomes, and long-
term prioritisation.

“We’re very proud of Ali’s achievement. He invested significant time
preparing a strong application and progressed through multiple interviews
as part of the selection process,” said TLC general manager network
Gerhard Buitendach.

Mountain interclub competition. Ruapehu College beat
Taumarunui Two 3/1, Ohakune beat Taumarunui One 4/0
and Raetihi beat Turangi 3/1. Points after round one are
Ohakune 64, Ruapehu College 53, Waimarino 44, Turangi
41, Taumarunui Two 28 and Taumarunui One 24.

On Sunday Ohakune hosted the fourth round of the Cen-
tral District Prince series for beginning juniors. In the divi-
sion one final, local Charlotte Marshal beat Winter Cock-
burn from Turangi.
In the division two
final Mokoia Whi-
ripo from Taihape
beat Ocean Thom-
son from Ohakune.
Chase Haitana from
Ohakune beat Car-
men Armstrong
from Whanganui

The Bulletin in
your inbox

Drop us a line with

your email address

and we’ll send you
the Bulletin each

“Having extra dollars to further our research means TLC customers in the division three
realise benefits in terms of reliability and service. final and Ohakune’s week, straight to
“This research will be incorporated into TLC’s asset management Reef Thomson beat your inbox.

practices so that we can build better network connection for our custom-
ers,” said Dr Ali.

“It will help us pinpoint where a failure would cause the biggest impact,
so we can focus our spending and day-to-day effort on the areas that will
reduce risk the most and deliver the greatest benefit for customers.

Experts ~ at your service
.~ Hie

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE
NEW LOCATION
Next to BP Ohakune

Colt Deadman in
the fourth division
Dr Muhammad Ali secures the Asset Management Council (AM Council)  fipal.
Research Scholarship for 2026 - a competitive award recognised
across Australasia.

ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Electrician Auto Services Concrete Services

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?
- Keeps his promises?
Offers efficient service & sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

MCP TAUPO - MORE THAN CONCRETE
Taupo’s No.l Concrete Service

Locally owned and operated
by mechanic Daniel Norris.

WOF $75 car, $45 trailer

Ruapehu Motors

Cnr Seddon St and Valley Rd, Raetihi.

Locally owned and family-built, MCP Taupo delivers
quality concrete solutions you can trust.
From house slabs and driveways to commercial
floors and civil works — concrete done right.

Open Monday — Friday 8am — 4pm
Saturday 9am - 12pm. Sunday CLOSED
P 027 2799 724 E ohakunehire@xtra.co.nz

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF HIRE

v Free site check & quote v/ Full prep, pour & finish
v 800+ projects completed
Strength in Every Pour — Built Right from the

EQUIPMENT. SEE OUR WEBSITE
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN

Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua - Ground Up :Al:w HIRE: = floodlights,
) . ) . . WWW.mcptaupo.co.nz ables & chalrs.., ht'aaters. s.plt
Horopito — National Park - Whanganui For enquiries, please phone Daniel N . roasters, wheelie bins, chafing
Email admin@mcptaupo.co.nz | 800 Rakaunui Rd, Taupo di ’ *
ishes, crockery & cutlery,
Ph 021770 123 Ph 027 863 7454 Jasper 027 840 2222 | Norm 027 5111166 dehumidifier, flute & wine
glasses, universal food cooker,
portaloos & showers, 3-section
ENGINEERIN MO ude to booX M ©
- C&LL Juare WX
this space v
¢ Manufacturing and repairs Nee\z. ¢ ‘g.r.esT
* Access equipment hire ownlb costs o FOR YOUR
eeW for s
s BUILDING PROJECT
U . N
* BOC gases weeks) kiowns m,m,l_aub\-?- FOR THE BIG JOBS:
. other oy w532 & DIY N EED s digger hire, cherry pickers,
¢ 20T & 50T crane hire ?' ob,siﬁ pumps, wood splitters,
‘ tors, car trailers, post
29 Burns St, Ohakune. ds@ genera - A
e, ™ . ONZ- MON to FRI — 7.30am — 5pm hole borers, furniture trailer,
027 444 2058 Bruce 021 0389288 Alan o eku’bu,\,\ﬁ-kw\-c B P concrete equipment, rollers &
Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz T ? Y compactors, portable trencher

Ph 06 387 5022

Ohakune Landscape Supplies

Earthworks

HAITANA EARTHWORKS

Property Maintenance / Cleaning Plumbing / Drainlaying

B&M PLUMBING LTD

- Huge range of Pebbles - Builders mix

- Mulch - Sand - White chip
14 tonne digger ° |'|llmllill!l & Ill'ailllavill!l - Bark - Topsoil - P_a.vers
14 heel di « Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of| |- Pea Straw - Bagged Garden Fertilisers
tonne wheel digger * General Cleaning all pumps - Rail & Mac Sleepers
Tip truck * Property Maintenance « Fires & Solar
Supply of metal, * Carpet Cleaning + 9 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck

* Water Blasting Services

scoria and boulders * Floor polishing/buffing

“Your local Registered Certifier”

Farm WOl‘k, section & For a free no obligation quote call:

V)
RAY 021 886 509 or MAURICE 021 078 2419 A

~ Call to arrange supply ~ FREE loan trailer ~

driveways, rock walls

aster ~ eft ilable ~
Or visit: www.rccpml.co.nz ATAEEES  bmiredoxtracomz  Fomsers ool
Ph 027 289 4404 021 886509 or 021 0782419 Ph 06 385 4718 Ph 0800 926 315

8 * RUAPEHU BULLETIN 10 June 2026



Raetihi Temple on the move

The iconic Raetihi Ratana whare whaka-
moemiti has been the talk of the town since
restoration work began last Wednesday.

The building’s rotting bell towers have
been demolished ahead of Brittons House-
movers lifting the main body of the temple
and moving it 25 metres back from the site.

One of the tower domes is removed before the tower

is dismantled.

Once new foundations have been com-
pleted, the whare will be returned to its
original position in the coming weeks.

Along with the rotting towers and piles,
paint cans and rollers from earlier restora-
tion efforts were found inside the building.

Koro Robert Williams was one of many

in the community who joined
the previous efforts to preserve
this historic building.

“There’s a lot of whanau
who have helped with the reno-
vations over the years.

“I think during the last one
I was the youngest one there.
I probably would have been
about 50.

“All week I have been think-
ing of those guys.

“Here I am, back again one
more time with a new crew.”

Nothing was going to
stop the 79-year-old help-
ing out Morehu builder Piha
Smith, from Kaihanga and
his team with last week’s site
preparation.

“After all these years, our
whare whakamoemiti is going
to be protected for the genera-
tions to come.

“My moko are not going to
have to turn around in 10 years’

time and do it all again like
we have had to over the years.

“With the ongoing support of our community, both here
and internationally, our icon will be pristine once again.”

Along with eight years of community fundraising sup-
port the restoration project has also received significant
donations from the Awhero Nui Charitable Trust, Four
Regions Trust, Jonathan Preston Trust, Ruapehu District
Council via the Better Off fund, Te Puna Tahua — Lottery

Tree Felling & Firewood

ON-SITE TREE FELLING & FIREWOOD SPECIALISTS

TURN UNWANTED TREES INTO
VALUABLE FIREWOOD

o Tree felling  Dangerous & dead trees
¢ Wind-thrown & hung-up trees * Hedge & shelterbelt work
o Section clearing « 6T & 1.7T diggers
o 67T tip truck services * On-site firewood processing

Professional - Reliable - Local Service
Free quotes — Fully insured
Covering the wider Ruapehu district

[IF1IK Contracting

Gib Fixing & Plastering

GIB FIXING & PLASTERING SERVICES
Reliable. Affordable. High-Quality Finish.

No job too big or small — residential & commercial.

Skimming * Stopping * Repairs * New Builds
Renovations

@, Call Bryce Cox 021170 3893
PE Email: manawatudrywall@outlook.com

Free quotes * Prompt service ¢ Satisfaction
guaranteed

Web Tech Design

EARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPING

«Drainage

% 51/3T Diggers

% Road Roller
({1311} A Al Concrete Work

0272413412 BITEEHHT

DIPLOMA IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Ph 027 241 3412

AUTO
SERVICE
CENTRE

Authorised Holden Service Centre

Full workshop services for all
vehicles, wheel alignments, computer
diagnostics, warrant of fitness
inspections, parts, batteries, engine oils.

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune
After hours 027 448 4080
autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Traditional & Unique
Headstones in all

Cemeteries
462 Somme Parade, Whanganui.

Branches also at ...

Palmerston North Feilding
707 Main St 14 MacArthur St
06356 4782 06323 6616

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

Phone Jack 027 314 7095 Ph 021170 3893 Ph 0210 56 76 70
Landscaping Land development

Raetihi’s temple is on the move, under the watchful eye of Koro Robert Williams (centre). Photos: Liz Brooker.

Grants Board and the Whanganui Community Foundation.

Now 90-percent funded, a final push is being made to
ensure the restoration can be completed.

The Te Pariha o Raetihi are currently running wood
raffles on their social media page facebook.com/tepariha-
oraetihi and koha can also be made via givealittle.co.nz/
cause/teparihaoraetihi

Experts - atyour service

Carpet Cleaning

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to
clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment
cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz

www.chemdry.co.nz
Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions

0800 22 78 22

Looking for a dependable local

plumber in your area?

Count on our skilful local Ohakune plumber for
all your maintenance plumbing requirements.
Whether it’s a leaking pipe or a blocked drain,

we deliver quality service with fair pricing in
the Ohakune & surrounding areas.

Don’t hesitate, get in touch with us today!
office@plumberdan.co.nz

Upholsterers Gas Fitting Tree & Garden Services
Cutt dlown on Your power bill.
@)) [hm Wwaten healtll Garden maintenance & landscaping
- A _ A~z Tree care and removal
=S ppl InStal Landscape design and installation
Ca” & Consu |t’at'|@ o Over two decades of experience in commercial
] and private tree & garden management
Dentlse 027 462 7488 or " .
Fully qualified and insured
Email Contact us today for a free consultation or
accolnts@appllimbingandgastcornz estimate — email treeshapeltd@gmail.com
Ph 06 385 8487 Ph 06 343 6866 Ph 021 951 962
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CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

ACCOMMODATION | | pyBLIC NOTICES BUSINESS NOTICES BUSINESS NOTICES
SELF CONTAINED ONE

BEDROOM FLAT available in
Ohakune to rent for the 2026
winter season. Applicants
need to be mature and
employed. Suitable for a
single person or a couple
may be considered. Phone
021132 8651.

FOR
SALE

FIREWOOD 4 SALE. Mixed
blend, pine, wattle, lawson,
$120 per cube delivered
local and add two cube
loads minimum, txt Jock
0273 602 700.

TANK SPECIALISTS, water
or septic. Delivered price
quoted. Buy direct. Ph
0800-487-633.

Nga Morehu O Uenuku
Te Kohanga Reo

Notice of AGM

Wedesday 24 June, 4.30
2 Hukaroa Road, Raetihi

Election of officers
e Chairman
e Secretary
e Treasurer

Nau mai haere mai

SITUATIONS VACANT

Description

team in Ohakune.

About the role

local businesses

practice

term journey

workplace culture

Why PKF Doyles?

genuinely matters

from you.

pkfdoyles.co.nz

Intermediate / Senior Accountant

PKF Doyles Chartered Accountants Ltd

We're looking for an Intermediate or Senior Accountant to join our

Depending on your experience, you will:

e Prepare Financial statements, tax returns, GST reporting, livestock
reconciliations and management reports

e Work closely with rural and commercial clients to understand their
goals and challenges

e Provide practical, straightforward advice tailored to the needs of

* Be part of a supportive small-office team where collaboration and
relationships matter
e Mentor and support junior team members (senior level)

We're looking for someone who:
* Has experience as an Intermediate or Senior Accountant in public

¢ Enjoys working closely with clients and becoming part of their long-

e Communicates clearly and builds trust easily

e |s practical, proactive, and takes ownership of their work

¢ Has good working knowledge of Xero and Figured

e Values teamwork, community connection, and a supportive

e Be part of a friendly, community-focused firm where people know
and support each other
e Work in a smaller office environment where your contribution

e Enjoy a supportive culture that values work-life balance and
professional growth
e Ongoing mentoring, training, and career development opportunities

If you're looking for a role where you can build meaningful client
relationships, contribute to your local community, and enjoy the
benefits of a supportive small-team environment, we'd love to hear

Apply today by emailing your CV and cover letter to: recruitment®
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Ohakune Health Hub

In pain? Let us help.
Experienced care in Osteopathy, Physiotherapy,
Massage and Acupuncture — effective treatment for:
- Musculoskeletal pain - headaches & concussion -
post-operative recovery - and much more.

ACC registered | 77-79 Clyde St, Ohakune
Book online: www.ohakuneosteo.co.nz

Bennett’s Tank
Cleaning Services

Winter Pasture Spraying

Pasture - Crop - Porina

Agspraying call Neil 021 926 315

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps.

Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Nga manga iti, ngd manga nui e honohono kau ana hei Awa Tupua.
Notice of Special General Meeting and
Special Resolution to approve proposed
amendments to Trust Deed for
Nga Tangata Tiaki o Whanganui

Public notice is given to adult members of Whanganui Iwi that a Special
General Meeting and vote by ballot to approve a Special Resolution is to be
held as follows:

Ptiki Marae, Whanganui
Sunday, 19 July 2026 at 10am

Agenda: To consider proposed amendments to the Ngd Tangata Tiaki o

Whanganui Trust Deed and vote by ballot on a Special Resolution to:

(a) approve the amendments to the Deed of Trust for Nga Tangata Tiaki o
Whanganui (Trust Deed) as set out in the proposed Amended and Restated
Trust Deed to be dated 26 July 2026; and

(b) resolve that the amendments to the Trust Deed which relate to matters under
the Maori Fisheries Act 2024 (and the related consequential amendments
to the constitution of Whanganui Iwi Investments Limited) are for the
collective benefit of Whanganui Iwi.

The proposed amendments arise from Tuia Te Taura Here (the Trust Deed review),
together with additional amendments to ensure consistency with the Trusts Act
2019 and the Maori Fisheries Act 2004.

An information booklet and ballot (voting) papers will be sent by 19 June 2026 to
all Adult Registered Iwi Members currently on the Whanganui Iwi Register held
by Nga Tangata Tiaki. If you do not receive a pack by email or post, please
contact the Nga Tangata Tiaki office by email at office@ngatangatatiaki.
co.nz or by phone on 0800 292 88782.

Adult members of Whanganui Iwi who are not presently registered with
Nga Tangata Tiaki may request an information booklet, ballot paper and iwi
registration form by contacting the Returning Officer, Election Services, by email
at info@electionservices.co.nz or by phone on 0800 922 822 within 10 working
days of this public notice.

Voting by ballot on the Special Resolution will be open from 19 June 2026 and

will close at midday on 19 July 2026, and full voting instructions are contained

in the information booklet. Votes on the Special Resolution may be cast either:

(a) online, in accordance with the instructions contained on the ballot paper; or

(b) by post, by sending the completed ballot paper to the Returning Officer at
the address specified on the ballot paper (postal votes will be accepted by
the Returning Officer up until 22 July 2026 if the envelope containing the
ballot paper is date-stamped by NZ Post on or before 19 July 2026); or

(c) in person, by placing the completed ballot paper either in the ballot box at the
office of Nga Tangata Tiaki (between 9.00am on 19 June 2026 and 5.00pm
on Friday 17 July 2026) or in the ballot box that will be located at the Special
General Meeting at Putiki Marae on Sunday 19 July 2026 (votes at the SGM
must be cast by midday on that day).

Copies of the current and proposed amended Trust Deed are available online at
www.ngatangatatiaki.co.nz or hard copies can be viewed or obtained at the
office of Nga Tangata Tiaki at 357 Victoria Avenue, Whanganui. Copies can also
be posted on request.

If you have any questions or need support with the voting process, please
contact our office directly.

Naku noa, nad
Sheena Maru, Chairperson, Nga Tangata Tiaki o Whanganui

( )

Ruapehu Mayor
Weston Kirton

To arrange a meeting
or call back please
phone Council on

06 385 8364 or email:

kay.kidd@ruapehudc.

govt.nz
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What’s important if Ruapehu
merges with other councils?

The Government wants to reduce the number of councils and has given us until early August to put forward
our preferred option(s) for who we would like to merge with. If we don’t put forward a proposal Government
has said they will decide for us. Before Council decides on any preferred option(s) we want to hear what is
important to our communities. This survey will help Council understand your priorities as we consider potential
amalgamation options.
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What matters most when you think about
how local government should work for
Ruapehu? Rank from 1(matters most) to 6
(matters least):

Lower costs and rates over time

Keeping decisions close to our towns and
rural communities

A strong rural voice in regional decisions

Reliable delivery of core services (roads,
water, waste)

Effective environmental and catchment
management

Strong Treaty partnerships and meaningful
relationships with iwi and hap

Given the Government’s direction is set,
what approach do you think Ruapehu should
take? Select from the following:

Take the lead now and shape our own
arrangement through the Head Start
pathway

Wait and let central government determine
our arrangement after the 2028 elections

Not sure yet

| need more information first

If Ruapehu moves towards amalgamation or
a new unitary authority structure,

what viewpoint should councillors prioritise
most when weighing up the options?

These are the four factors being used to
assess each option. Please rank them from 1
(matters most) to 4 (matters least).

Environment and place - keeping
catchments and rivers intact, and
respecting iwi areas of interest, so water,
land and environmental limits can be
managed well

Communities and economy - grouping areas
with similar needs and real connections in
how people live, work and trade

Financial sustainability - building a council
with the scale to deliver services affordably
and stay financially strong

Fair representation and workability -
making sure no community is drowned out,
and thenew council can be governed
effectively

What are your biggest concerns about
possible changes to council structures?
Please select up to three.

Losing local voice and representation
Greater distance from decision-makers
Higher costs or rates

Changes to service quality

Impact on existing Treaty partnerships and
Iwi/Hapu relationships

Loss of local identity

Impact on environmental and catchment
management

Q Impact on the visitor and tourism economy
O Other (please tell us)

Whatever happens with reform, what is
most important to protect for Ruapehu?

Is there anything else you’d like Council to
know as we consider our options?

Thinking about the services and facilities
Council provides, which are most important
to you and your household? Please select up
to five.

Roads, footpaths and transport connections
Rubbish, recycling and waste minimisation
Parks, reserves and outdoor sports grounds
Libraries and community facilities (e.g. halls)

Customer service (front desk, phone, online
requests and enquiries)

Swimming pools and recreation facilities
Emergency management and resilience
Environment and catchment management
Building consents

Resource consents

Environmental health (food premises, alcohol
licensing, business licences)

Economic development and tourism support
Support for community events and arts
Cemeteries

Animal control and bylaws

OO000 O OO0 O OOOO

Other (please tell us)

Why are these services important to you?
You might think about things like access,
opening hours, quality, who delivers them, or
how decisions about them are made.

Questions 9 & 10 are optional to help us understand
how views differ across our district.

o

Which part of Ruapehu do you mainly live in?

Ohura and surrounding areas

Taumarunui and surrounding areas
Owhango and surrounding areas
Waimarino Village and surrounding areas
Ohakune and surrounding areas

Raetihi and surrounding areas

Waiouru and surrounding areas

Other rural area in Ruapehu (please tell us)

| don’t live in Ruapehu but have an interest in
the district

000000 OOO0O0000

Which age group are you in?

Under 25
25to 44
45 to 64
65 and over

Prefer not to say

Drop your completed
survey into Council by
Tuesday 16 June

Why the short timeframe?

The Government has only given councils until early
August to develop and submit any amalgamation
proposals.

Before any decisions are made, Council needs

to assess potential options, understand the
opportunities and challenges of each, hold
discussions with possible partner councils, and hear
what matters most to our communities.

To allow time for this work, completed surveys must
be returned to your local Council office in Taumarunui,
Ohakune, or Raetihi by Tuesday 16 June.

Need another survey form?

Additional hard-copy survey forms are available from
all Council offices.

Prefer to complete the survey online?

Simply scan the
survey QR code.

or see: ruapehudc.govt.nz

Want to know more?
For information on the
Government’s Simplifying
Local Government reforms
and the work Council

is undertaking, visit:

ruapehudc.govt.nz
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Ruapehu rugby back to winning ways

Ruapehu Men’s Rugby team returned
to winners on Saturday at Rochfort Park,
dispatching Hunterville 41 points to nil.

The previous week should have been
Ruapehu’s first game in the Championship
group but their opponents Marton failed to
show up. So Ruapehu picked up the Chal-
lenge Shield without playing.

Saturday’s game was described as a

physical contest in the rain, with both
teams working hard throughout. Ruapehu
held firm defensively and did not concede
any points.

Tries: Mat Hammond, Ahikaa Kara (2),
Kahl Elers-Green (2), Te Orangi Te Riaki
(2). Conversions: Jack Pettersson (3)

This week they meet Pirates in Whan-
ganui, 1pm kick-off at Spriggens Park.

Ahikaa Kara heads to the try line. At right, with ball in hand is Sheldon O’hagan , with Jim Rowe and Archie Harding in support. Photos: Glyn Hubbard.

Raetihi's Ratana Temple on the move

LEFT: the temple’s towers are dismantled. RIGHT: the main part of the building is jacked up ready for the move. See story Page 9. Photos: Liz Brooker.
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True Team Promise means our whole team works for you.
Contact your local Ohakune Consultant today!

Scan the QR
code to find us
on Facebook
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