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Mardi Gras *a ripper of an event': OECT

After a shaky period earlier this year when it looked
like the Ohakune Mountain Mardi Gras wasn’t going to
happen, the Ohakune Events Charitable Trust is very happy
with “another successful event delivered for our town”,
says new trust chair Janelle Hinch.

A dispute between the Trust and event organisers Audi-
ology about financial reports meant the event was likely
to be cancelled.

But Pure Taroa director Cam Robertson stepped in, set-
ting up Ohakune Boost to help secure the event for 2026.

Audiology director Mitch Lowe said there were “a
key few people”, who worked hard to keep the event in
Ohakune.

“Without them, it just it wouldn’t have happened.”

Cam Robertson, from Pure Ttiroa and Ohakune Boost,
said he was “very much happy with the investment”, to
support the Trust and see the event go ahead for 2026.

Pure Taroa offered up to $1 million in day passes to
people who bought Mardi Gras tickets and so far, around
10% of tickets had been redeemed for snow passes.

“The idea was to encourage people to come back and
take a look at the ski area and try it.”

Janelle Hinch said the event is a great way to introduce
the town and Taroa to people who might not otherwise
ever visit.

“It was a ripper of an event and everybody seemed to
have a great time.

“When I was driving home after, I must say, everybody
just looked quite pleased with themselves walking home
and big groups and all in their costumes still.

8000 people

Mitch Lowe said he was still waiting on figures for the
number of tickets scanned but it looked like they had just
over 8000 people attending.

“We’ve worked out that no matter what we do, we
always cap out at the same numbers in Ohakune.

“It was actually the fastest selling Mardi Gras we’ve
had in five years.

“But what happens is it sells really, really fast and then as
the accommodation dwindled down, so did the numbers, so
it was, yeah, it was kind of an interesting year, because we
thought, wow, this is gonna be the biggest Mardi Gras ever.

“And then it kind of hits this point where just no one
else can come, so it’s about the same numbers as last year.

“It that doesn’t matter how big the artists are. It doesn’t
matter how much hype there is. That’s just the reality —
that’s what the town can handle, and so now we’re just
super happy at that and comfortable at that level.”

With an outdoor festival held in winter, the weather is
always a question. TOP: Shapeshifter perform their DJ set to round out the street party section of the Ohakune Mardi Gras. Photo: Robert Milne. ABOVE: a drone

Turnto Page 3  shot of the street shows the thrumming crowd. Photo: Audiology.
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Rising star
between two rivers

An Ohakune accommodation business has won the “Ris-
ing Star Bed and Breakfast of the Year” award for 2026.

Scott and Ula Tansley, from Two Rivers picked up their
award at the Bed & Breakfast Association NZ conference
in Christchurch.

The couple have owned Two Rivers for very nearly
two years.

“Externally, the improvements from the full refurbish-
ment and environmental changes are clear to see,” says
Scott.

“Internally, however, we’ve also made significant
improvements to processes and systems. Something that
really pleased the judges, was the growth that has come
about by working with agents.

In a little over 18 months, the business has gone from
Qualmark 4 stars plus/Silver to Gold, achieved BBANZ
Quality Assured status.

“We are looking at further operational improvements,
increasing guest privacy, and doing more work to restore
our river banks.

“Our solar system has settled down very well in the two
months since installation, and most days we sell back to
the grid. We will add more battery capacity as soon as
possible.”

Their river bank restoration is establishing with new
plants.

Scott and Ula Tansley with their ‘rising star’ award.
Photo supplied by Two Rivers.

JULY 2026
Matariki 10 July
Puanga Night Market, Raetihi Primary School 16 July

Contact kayhenare06@gmail.com or maakituatini@gmail.com

Whacky Winter Art Exhibition July-August
Volcano Vibe - contact Barbara for more info 027 829 8973

AUGUST 2026

Rally Taumarunui 8 Aug
Follow the Rally Taumarunui page for details. #RallyTaumarunui2026

Royal Theatre Movies, starts 7pm
Smash Palace (R16)

Winter Art Exhibition
Paul Stieglbauer - paul@4thames.co.nz

15 August
23 Aug - 6 Sept

SEPTEMBER 2026

Retro Day
Paul Stieglbauer - paul@4thames.co.nz

26 Sept

Waimarino Art Awards 26 Sept - 2 Oct
See WaimarinoArtAwards.org.nz for more information

For all your ski board and bike rental needs

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433 tcb.nz

FOR MORE DETAILS, Go To OHAKUNE.INFO

IT'S FREE TO LIST SO PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU
HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP ...
ADS@RUAPEHUBULLETIN.CO.NZ
LINK YOUR EVENT TO EVENTFINDA FOR FREE
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Ruapehu stars with Colin and Manu

TV chefs Manu Feildel and Colin Fassnidge, at centre, with the team at the Boar’'s Nest in Ohakune. Photo: TVNZ.

Ruapehu’s spectacular landscapes, local
characters and distinctive food experiences were
in the spotlight as TVNZ’s popular food and
travel series Off the Grid with Colin and Manu
on Sunday night.

The Ruapehu episode is now available to
watch on TVNZ+, following My Kitchen Rules
favourites Manu Feildel and Colin Fassnidge as
they travel through Aotearoa discovering local
places, local faces and local produce.

Filmed over several days in February, the
episode features Ruapehu tourism operators,
hospitality experiences and community mem-
bers who helped bring the region’s story to life.

“We loved hosting Colin and Manu, despite

the challenging weather. It was a fantastic op-
portunity to showcase Ruapehu’s world-class
rivers and fly fishing experiences with champion
angler Peter Scott,” says Glenn Martin, owner
of Fly Fish Ruapehu.

The Ruapehu road trip includes New Zea-
land’s highest dining experience at Whakapapa,
Mt Ruapehu, and a visit with the Boars Nest
crew in Ohakune.

“Being part of series filming was an incred-
ible chance to highlight Whakapapa’s sum-
mer season and go beyond winter skiing and
snowboarding,” says Phil Lemalu, Marketing
Manager of Whakapapa, Mt Ruapehu.

“Serving up the highest dining experience in

Jamie Turama Tu Ahururi Downes, Te Hoata
Mahinga Kai programme, Boars Nest recalls the
morning spent with the film crew.

“What a privilege it was to have Colin, Manu
and Betty visit us all at the Boars Nest. Amaz-
ing opportunity to share korero, eat kai and be
inspired,” said Jamie.

“Ruapehu has so many incredible stories to
tell, and Off the Grid with Colin and Manu of-
fers viewers a taste of just some of the people,
places and experiences that make our region
special,” added Jo Kennedy, general manager,
Visit Ruapehu.

“We’re grateful to everyone who helped bring
the episode to life and look forward to welcom-

Ph: 06 385 8648

3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by international
chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and craft breweries
including award winning Ruapehu Brewing Co beers in the fridge
and on tap. See our Facebook page for what's on. Please check
our open times as these will vary.

1Rata St, Ohakune Ph: 027 257 LKNZ (5569)
Open every day. Menu includes our delicious big breakfast,
creamy mushrooms, homemade soups, wedges, nachos,
toasties, waffles and more ... Volcanic coffee, muffins & scones,
real fruit smoothies and thick shakes. Dine in or takeaway. Onsite
parking. www.lknz.co.nz

Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
For over 35 years, The Powderkeg has been serving up exceptional
food and service in a warm, welcoming atmosphere. Whether
you're enjoying a sunny afternoon on our spacious balcony or
indulging in our weekly specials like Sushi Fridays and Smokehouse
Sundays, there's always something to look forward to. Join us for
an unforgettable dining experience and follow us on Instagram @
powderkegbar for the latest updates and mouthwatering offers!
Open daily 7am till late

79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Warm fires, seasonal food, local wines and craft beers. A
welcoming place for locals and visitors alike, with a playroom
for the kids and a relaxed atmosphere for friends, families and
celebrations. Proudly serving the Ruapehu community for more
than 20 years. Open every day.

47 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 8am — 3pm for all day breakfast and lunch.
Serving Havana Coffee. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a
great range of cabinet food and beverages, Frappé and smoothies.
Vegan/Gluten-free options for both savoury and sweet are
available. Speedy free Wi-Fil A perfect place for everybody!

New Zealand with a side of sightsee-
ing, walking trails and a spectacular
gondola ride above the UNESCO
Dual World Heritage site of Tongariro
National Park, we’re excited to inspire
more visitors to explore our maunga
and the wider Ruapehu region.”

Alzheimers Whanganui Inc — Email admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz or for support phone 06-345 8833

Budget Advice — Email waimarinobudgetservices@gmail.com or phone 027 259 5285.

CCs Disability Action (Whanganui) — Sheryl Brightwell 0800-789-654

child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse — 06-385-5019

child Youth and Family Service — 0508-326 459

Churches: Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, 027-206-1874. Catholic, 06-385-8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel,
06-385-8453. Preshyterian, 06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru — duty chaplain 06-387-5599 ext 7031 or
021-493-692

Civil Defence — Simon Oshorne, Emergency Management Officer (EMO), RDC — 07 895 8188, or 027 220 0569. Simon.
Osborne@ruapehudc.govt.nz

CLAW community free legal advice: Whanganui 06-348-8288, 0800 00 36 36

Doctors: In an emergency call 111. Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211

Information Centres — Ohakune 0800 647 483, Raetihi 06-385-4805

Mountains to Sea — Nga Ara Tdhono - Lynley Twyman, Trail Manager, +64 21403036

Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre — 06-385-9580

Plunket Society - Plunket Nurse 06-385-5019

Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, Waiouru 06-387-6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22

Red Cross — 0800 RED CROSS (0800 733 27677)

Rotary Club Raetihi - Ohakune - 027-344-5669

Ruapehu Budgeting Service Ohakune. Budgeting License No 119423. Email: Ruapehubudgetingservice@gmail.com
or call Justin on 0211-735-767

Ruapehu Maori Wardens — Email: ruapehumaoriwardens@gmail.com

Ruapehu Neighborhood Support Groups — Email: Ruapehuneighborhoodgroup@gmail.com or call Justin 0211-735-767

Ruapehu REAP - 0800 00 REAP (0800 007 327)

St John - in an emergency call 11

Taumarunui Counselling Services: For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393

Victim Support Contact Centre — 0800 842 846

Waimarino Cancer Society: Co-ordinator 06 348 7402

Waimarino Health Care Centre — Raetihi 06-385-5019

Waimarino Community Toy Library — waimarinotoylibrary@gmail.com

Women's Refuge — 0800-REFUGE 0800 73384

Ruapehu Mayor — Weston Kirton, enquiries to 06-385-8364 or 07-895-8188.
Owhango-National Park Community Board:
Peter Zimmer - Chairperson 027 479 1926;Gail Gray - Deputy Chair 027 434 6599; Anthony Gurr 021487 742; Eddie
Marsters 021108 0279; Murray Wilson 027 542 9079; Luke Pepper - (RDC Rep) 027 329 2849
Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Community Board:
Molly Jeffries, Chairperson 021 431833; Sophie Stockbridge, Deputy Chairperson 020 40111190; Johnny Dryden 027
573 4726; Brian Portland 027 558 5585; Oriwia Wanakore 020 498 4088; Robyn Gram (RDC Rep) 027 389 1912
Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board:
John (Luigi) Hotter - Chairperson 027 274 2616; Stu Robinson - Deputy Chairperson 021024 07657; Kay Henare 027
924 7252; Colin Pakai 021 091 67315; Emma Young 027 347 1457; David (Rabbit) Nottage - (RDC Rep) 021111 6514

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to keep it up to date — call us if your details
change, or if you see something that needs changing: 06-385-8532

ing visitors inspired to come and experience
Ruapehu for themselves.”

Viewers can watch Season 2 of Off the
Grid with Colin and Manu on TVNZ+ to see
Ruapehu-inspired recipes come to life, includ-
ing Colin’s Lamb & Salsa from Boars Nest and
Manu’s Smoked Trout Dip.




Mardi Gras *a
ripper of an event’:
Ohakune events trust

From Page 1

“Don’t ask me how — almost every year
we get this beautiful bluebird weather, and
then as it finishes, after midnight, it rains
and then the next day it rains.

“I feel like that’s like the fourth or fifth
time that we’ve pulled that off, so I'm
very happy about that. In terms of the op-
erational side of the festival, we’re pretty
slick — we’ve obviously done it so many
times now, but the weather is the one thing
you can’t control, and it’s always a thing
that I’'m, you know, cross my fingers and
just hope.”

Asked about the artists and their experi-
ence, he says coming to New Zealand has
always been a highlight.

“They speak so highly of it. They get
this amazing content (for their social media
promotion).

“In turn, it just self-markets the event
for us.”

He said they get UK artists that didn’t
even know what Ohakune was — all of a
sudden seeing this event tagged in the post.
It’s kind of internationally renowned now
and the artist always want to come play it.”

He added that having the Queenstown
Mardi Gras on the following weekend
helps with getting artists here.

It means the artists have a break in be-
tween to spend time together, some taking
off for New Zealand adventures and some
taking the time to record music.

“So they get a bit of a break as well.”

“You’ll see all of them hanging out to-
gether for the week because they’ve come
from around the world.”

Trains on time

Hinch, who runs Opus Fresh at the
Ohakune Railway Station, said it was very
busy through the day with multiple trains,
including two GVR trains bringing people

too and from Waimarino/National Park, the
Northern Explorer, freight trains and the
Mainline Steam excursion.

“It was probably the busiest day that the
train station has had in the history of my
time here.”

“The trust is happy with another success-
ful event delivered for our town.”

This year, the Events Trust issued a
licensing agreement for the Mardi Gras
— for use of the Mardi Gras intellectual
property, and will receive a percentage of
all tickets sold, which insulated the trust
against any losses.

“This ensures that we have the funds to
continue the other fantastic events at the
trust runs.”

Police happy

Ohakune Sergeant Bruce McLeod said
the event was very well run.

“We were impressed with the secu-
rity provided, keeping people out who
shouldn’t be there.”

He said there were no arrests at the event.

“Everyone was in good spirits and well
behaved.”

He said the streets looked very good
the following day and that the Police had
received no complaints from the public.

The Alcohol Prevention Team stopped
just over 1000 vehicles over the weekend,
with checkpoints set up at all entrances to
Ohakune.

Two people were charged for showing
an EBA over 400 mcg; two tickets for
EVAs under 400 tickets; and one EBA for
an under 20 year old driver ticket issued.

Tickets were also issued for speeding,
not wearing restraints and cellphone use
while driving.

“Clearly the message got out that Police
were out and about and that vehicles would
be stopped.”

‘Doof sticks™ — totems used to help festival-goers find each other — are also a way
for people to express themselves — often with humour. Photo: Robert Milne.

Whio painting for funds

A painting of whio has been donated for a raffle to raise funds for conservation.

A painting featuring whio — blue ducks and chicks — is
being raffled to help fund conservation work protecting
one of New Zealand’s rarest native birds.

Owhango Alive is offering supporters the chance to
win “Whio Whanau”, a 91cm x 6lcm canvas print by
Taumarunui artist Kathleen Lennie.

The artwork features a family of whio (blue duck) on the
Whakapapa River, inspired by the view looking upstream
from the Whakapapa Bridge. The river and surrounding
Ohinetonga Scenic Reserve are home to an important
population of these nationally vulnerable birds.

Funds raised from the raffle will support Owhango

Alive’s ongoing predator control programme along the
Whakapapa River. Volunteers maintain an extensive
trapping network designed to protect native wildlife and
improve breeding success for whio and other indigenous
species.

“Kathleen’s generous donation provides the community
with an opportunity to support local conservation while
also taking home a striking piece of artwork celebrating
one of New Zealand’s most iconic native birds,” says
Maree Surrey for OA.

Only 100 tickets are available at $5 each: contact Kim
on 022 047 4204.
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Funding fails

* The recent letter from Bruce Rollinson attacking the federation
proposal under Head Start repeats familiar claims, but none withstand
basic scrutiny.

The “turkeys voting for Christmas” line is a convenient insult,
not an argument. A federation is not about protecting councillors; it
is about protecting communities from being absorbed into a single
authority that would erase local voice entirely.

The writer says we are “not well represented today.” That is
precisely why a federation is being advanced. It strengthens repre-
sentation by keeping elected members accountable to their own com-
munities rather than collapsing them into a single remote structure.
Calling that “self-importance” is simply rhetoric.

Describing a federation as a “Clayton’s amalgamation” is factu-
ally wrong. Government documentation is explicit: amalgamation
abolishes councils; federations retain them and share services where
efficiency is gained. The two models are not interchangeable.

The suggestion to “downsize to a single representative” is not
reform; it is democratic amputation. One person cannot carry the
mandate of an entire district. Government floated this as an extreme
option because the real issue is not councillor numbers; it is decades
of unfunded regulatory obligations imposed by central government.

The letter claims “more of the same has failed us.” What failed
was the funding model. Councils were required to meet rising stan-
dards, compliance burdens, and infrastructure demands without the
revenue tools to pay for them. No governance structure can succeed
under those conditions.

The idea that other councils “are not welcoming Ruapehu and its
debt” ignores the source of that debt: mandatory, unfunded infrastruc-
ture requirements. A federation addresses this by pooling expertise,
reducing duplication, and strengthening financial discipline, without
erasing local democracy.

The status quo didn’t fail. The funding model did. A federation is
the first credible alternative that fixes that without sacrificing local
representation.

Ruapehu District councillor John Chapman
Conservation economics

* A guest on RNZ on 3 July was explaining that the current Bill
to change the Conservation Act, is explicitly written to change the
main purpose of conservation land from Conservation, to Economic
Development.

A group of businessmen broke RAL, then groups of businessmen
have taken over the ski fields, and now a group of politicians (most
of the above appear to be Wellington based) have decided that Con-
servation Land should be primarily used for economic development.

I’m not currently wearing a tinfoil hat, but I might start getting
my head measured.

Lucy Conway

Rural trust ‘blown away at post

pickup response

Friday's post pickup proved popular. Photo: RWRST.

By Ali Kydd

The Ruapehu-Whanganui Rural Support Trust (RWRST) was
“absolutely blown away” by the response to its Flood Recovery
Post Pick-Up held on Friday, with trucks and trailers lining a foggy
Katarina Street, Taumarunui, well before the scheduled 11am start.

The Post Pick-Up was made possible through a shared com-
mitment to supporting rural communities, with the RWRST and
Ruapehu District Council Mayoral Relief Fund each contributing
50% of the funds needed to secure the fence posts and culverts.

“By 1pm every post and culvert had been collected, proving that
when real help is put in front of the right people, it does not sit
around for long,” says RWRST Trustee Edie Neill.

“The overall feeling on the day was one of gratitude, community
spirit and locals supporting local. Farmers and their families came
along to collect materials, share a yarn, grab a feed and be reminded
that while the weather event may have passed, they have certainly
not been forgotten.”

TH E WEEKLY WO R KO UT answers for each puzzle are included on this page

QUICK CROSSWORD

“To see trucks and trailers lined up before we had even started
really showed us how much this kind of practical support was val-
ued,” she said. “We were just thrilled to be able to offer something
practical that will make rebuilding that little bit easier. Our farmers
work bloody hard, and it meant a lot to be able to show them their
community is standing beside them.”

She thanked everyone who made the day possible, including
Downers for the road cones, Taumarunui Cosmopolitan Club for
the use of their carpark, Sam from Absolute Meats for the barbecue
meat and cooking, the truckie who delivered and loaded the posts and
culverts, and neighbouring businesses Gillard Motors, Taumarunui
Honda and Taumarunui Plumbing for their patience and support.

“Recovery is never a one-day job it’s an ongoing operation — re-
member that the RWRST will continue to stand alongside our rural
communities when times are tough on farm now and into the future.
If you or someone you know is feeling under the pump, call 0800
787 254 / 0800 RURAL HELP for a free and confidential chat.”
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SU DOKU Fill the grid so every row, column and every 3x3 box contains 1-9

Across

1. Cheerful (6)

5. Endure (6)

. Come to light (7)
. Spread from (7)
. Astounded (6)

. Sequence (6)

. Dedicated (7)

. Simple (4)

. Small valley (4)
. Spear (7)

. Dodge, avoid (4)
. Dull pain (4)

. Abundant (7)

. Plaid (6)

. Position (6)

. Twinkle (7)

. Caution (7)

. Free (6)

34. Detective (6)
Down

2. Maybe (7)

3. Overjoyed (6)

4. Adolescent (abbr)
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medals at which Olympics?

(4)

5. Stalk (4) 20. Loathe (6)

6. Imperfect (6) 21. Pirate (7)
7. Shifty (7) 23. Comprise (7)

8. Abscond (6) 24. Vigour (6)

9. Ship (6) 25. Coffin (6)

13. 10-sided figure 26. Deprive of food (6)

(7) 29. Military dining room

14. Clique (7) (4)

15. Solemn (7) 30. Possesses (4)
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Enjoy WordFit puzzles?
Magazines available from
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

gonna drive you home, tonight?”

the world’s steepest?
4. The Khmer Rouge ruled which
from 1975 to 19797

787

flyweight and featherweight?
9. Soft solder is an alloy of which
metals?

Greek god of dreams?

2. Which 80s song contains the line “Who’s

3. Which Dunedin street is claimed to be

5. The Green Party won how many
constituencies in the 2023 election?
6. Who released a book titled A Mayor of
Two Cities in 2008, and died in 2026 aged

7. Cob and pen are male and female what?
8. Which boxing division is between

10. Which drug took its name from the
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Puanga under the stars, with a market day

With Puanga ma Matariki Day coming up
this week, southern Ruapehu has had plenty to
celebrate this last month, with more celebrations
happening in the community.

“It’s wonderful to see thousands actually ac-
knowledging this time of year,” says Kay Henare
on behalf of Puanga ki Ruapehu.

“Our local Ruapehu College celebrated by
holding their Inter-whanau Kapa Haka with a
shared hangi.”

At Nancy Winter Centre families were to gather
yesterday, Tuesday 7 July, with their torches and
soft toys to remember those who are no longer
here. On Thursday 16 July Puanga ki Ruapehu
will host the Puanga Night Market starting at 4pm.

“The night market is our fifth year operating
and for convenience and being sheltered, it will
be held at Raetihi Primary School.”

The team is led by Kay Henare and Maaki Tua-
tini celebrate under the theme Matariki herenga
waka, which is all about emphasising inclusion,
diversity and all coming together to celebrate.

“We take this opportunity to share how tire-
lessly our teamwork behind the scenes to make
this event worthwhile. Helen Cussins of Raetihi
Promotions Charitable Trust volunteers her time
to make our Puanga hot soup. Maaki Tuatini
supports our market stall holders by ensuring
they are looked after. Our ongoing supporters

Linda Walker, Aroha Williams, Miriama Lucas,
Graham Bell and Rua Eagle always lend a hand
where help is needed.”

With many roles and responsibilities to help
bring this event together Kay Henare has taken
this time to fill a gap with the loss of Debbie Cl-
unie who would tirelessly work behind the scenes,
and write stories.

“We truly miss our dear friend,” said Kay.

This year they will gather to enjoy Puanga
celebrating under the stars at the night market
with local musicians Brutha Rodz and Kayz Lu-
cas. There will be activities for kids of all ages
to join in with poi making, balloons, crafts and
a silent disco.

There will be plenty of foodstalls available up
until 7.30pm, there will be seafood, Thai, chop
suey, burgers, hangi, cakes, crepes, toffee apples
and sweet desserts.

“Other stalls will be selling candles and cookies
by Kye Abductions, crochet and games by Taylor
Made and welcoming kaumatua Forget Me Nots
with their spinning genie raffles.

“We welcome rangatahi electoral officer Luana-
Rose (Lulu) Sinai this evening to ensure you’re
informed and registered for this coming election.

“Come along to support our local athletes,
community groups, schools and businesses; it will
definitely be a night to remember.”

The 2025 Puanga ki Ruapehu team. They are working on the 2026 event that runs on 16 July.

Applications open for Horizons green fund

Applications for Horizons Regional Council’s
Environmental Leaders Action fund are open, of-
fering schools and early childhood centres (ECE)
across the region an opportunity to bring their
environmental projects to life.

Horizons support schools and ECEs through
education sessions, resource kits, hui, workshops,
and delivering the Enviroschools Programme, a
national sustainability programme. Previously,
funding was available only to Enviroschools
through the Pat Kelly Enviroschools Action Fund.
This year, the fund has been
expanded and redesigned
to ensure all schools and
centres in the Horizons
region have the opportunity
to apply.

Horizons senior envi-
ronmental educator and
Enviroschools regional
leader Sarah Williams says
the change reflects the
council’s commitment to
empowering more young
people to take environmen-
tal action.

“Projects must align with
one of our strategic pri-
orities — supporting healthy
ecosystems, building sus-
tainable and empowered
communities, strengthening
relationships with iwi, and
increasing resilience to
climate change.”

“This opens the door for
a wide range of meaningful
projects.”

A group of Raetihi School pupils get instructions before they set about planting an area near the school.

Past projects funded through the previous
scheme have included initiatives focused on
water conservation, mara kai and plant-to-plate
programmes, composting, worm farming, recy-
cling, biodiversity enhancement, and pest control
says Williams.

“This year we will be unable to fund trapping
projects, however schools with an interest in this
area can reach out to us discuss support with these
types of projects.”

She said they are keen to connect with schools

they haven’t worked with before.

Applications close on Sunday 16 August 2026
at 5pm. Visit https://haveyoursay.horizons.govt.nz

“We also have a transport fund available, where
schools can apply for support with travel costs to
visit icon sites in our region. These are Manawatt
Estuary, Te Apiti — Manawati Gorge, Totara Re-
serve Regional Park, Pukaha National Wildlife
Centre, Bush Park Tarapuruhi, Central Energy
Trust Wildbase Recovery Centre, the Otorohanga
Kiwi House, plus they can visit their local re-

source recovery centre.

“We know that transport costs are a barrier to
schools to get their students outside of the class-
room so we hope that this fund will help in some
way for them to visit one of our icon sites, says
Williams.

The transport fund is open all year round, or
until all funds have been allocated. Visiting www.
horizons.govt.nz/grantsandsponsorships.
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Young councillor's exit plan to make way for new leaders

By Moana Ellis

Ruapehu district’s youngest councillor is self-imposing a term
limit of six consecutive years — two back-to-back terms — on his
service.

Kuru Ketu, 33, is also calling on fellow councillors to help build
a leadership pipeline to the council chambers.

“For those around the table to be effective, fresh, relevant and
active, a limit of six consecutive years for holding an elected position
is appropriate.”

A term limit would protect local government from “career
politicians, stagnating progress and gatekeeping succession”.

Regardless of what structures emerged from the Government’s
looming council shake-up, Ketu says local government needs a
succession plan.

The first-term councillor, who was elected in October to one of
three Maori ward seats, wants to provide opportunities for young
people to become skilled governors on boards, trusts and councils
across his community.

“We’ve actually got no line of succession. I was the youngest
person that stood. I saw that the average age of a councillor is around
60, excluding myself. And that scared me a little bit.”

Ketu said he was not suggesting fellow councillors should follow
his lead on limiting their terms, but there was a lack of focus on
succession and a limited number of potential future leaders waiting
in the wings.

“Where we stay on for long periods, we can create dependencies
by our communities and stagnation in the succession process.”
Governance training

Ketu launched governance capability training sessions within three
months of being sworn in, hiring out the Taumarunui arts centre at his
own expense to run weekly workshops for rangatahi aged 16 to 40.

“I’d put on a little kai and keep the sessions short, focused and
informal.”

The sessions cover a range of areas, including local government,
Maori land and marae trusts, corporate and whanau-based
governance. Those attending have been Maori.

Ketu said people often feared governance.

“They do not want to be front and centre and absolutely do not
want to be in the line of scrutiny and criticism.”

His focus was on sharing practical skills for rangatahi to enter
governance roles equipped to handle the responsibility.

“Leadership is a heavy burden and governance is complex, but
if you have the tools and a foundation to guide you, you can be
satisfied that you’ve done everything you could to do a good job.”

Ketu hopes to take the training into existing governance
environments, such as the council’s new youth council, and says
other pressing areas for succession are post-settlement governance
entities, which manage redress from Treaty of Waitangi settlements.
Staying put

David (Rabbit) Nottage, who is serving his fifth term and is
consistently one of the highest polling councillors, said he would
not consider limiting his term at this point.

“I get out in the community and make myself available.

“If I started dropping off in the polls I'd seriously consider flagging
it, but I still got the second highest polling in this round.

“I’m always open to new ideas but I'm happy with the way the
system is.”

Nottage said it often took a term for councillors to get to grips with
“rules and regulations, the long-term planning, the annual plans”.

He said knowledge accumulated by longer-serving members was
often critical to decision-making.

“I learnt a lot from councillors before me who had been on for
a few terms.”

Nottage said he supports the idea of councillors pitching in with
succession training but said it was sometimes hard to get people
to stand, and he was not sure how interested younger people were.

“When we have public meetings, we very rarely see the younger
generation. It’s mostly middle-aged or seniors.”

Fourth-term councillor Viv Hoeta agrees that the council should
help develop lines of succession.

However, she said limiting the term would not encourage more
people to stand.

She said councillors who were active and connected to their
community tended to bring constituent views back to the council
table.

Hoeta said there were councillors who were “seat warmers”, who
were not community focused or only spoke on topics that interested
them.

“Some ... do get bogged down in the weeds, forget who they are
there for and become disconnected with the community.”

Ruapehu district councillor Kuru Ketu wants fellow councillors to
pitch in with a succession drive to grow new local government
leaders. Photo supplied.

LDR is local body journalism co-funded by RNZ and NZ On Air

ADVERTORIAL

Farewelling King Country
Energy: a legacy beyond

electricity

Local electricity company, King Country
Energy, reflects on its role in this region:

* For many people, electricity is some-
thing we rarely think about until the lights
go out.

Yet behind every flick of a switch lies a
story of people, places and communities
working together to harness the power of
the region’s rivers and waterways.

That story took on a new chapter in
1992, when electricity industry reforms
brought together the King Country Electric
Power Board and the generation assets
of the Taumarunui Borough Council to
create King Country Energy (KCE) — a
company owned by the community, for
the community.

Over the next 34 years, KCE evolved
alongside New Zealand’s changing elec-
tricity industry. It operated generation
assets, power lines and a retail electricity
business, complete with a local call centre
in Taumarunui, before adapting to succes-
sive rounds of industry reform to become
a renewable electricity generator.

KCE’s shareholding was predominantly
the local community with the King Country
Trust holding a significant stake in the com-
pany over the years, supporting its growth.

“KCE never stood still,” says general
manager Chris Fincham.

“Every major change in the electricity
sector challenged us to evolve, but one
thing never changed; our commitment to
the communities we served.”

As the business evolved, so too did its
contribution to the region. KCE supported
local initiatives such as Books in Homes,
Taumarunui Community Van, KiwiCan,
Sports Awards, Foodbank, Trees of Light
and the Heartland Fund, while continuing
to invest in renewable generation and the
long-term care of its hydro schemes. The
company also recognised that it was only
ever a custodian of the generation assets

entrusted to it. Working alongside iwi,
community groups, environmental organ-
isations and local partners, KCE sought
to protect the rivers and waterways that
underpin its hydro schemes, understanding
that these assets would one day be passed
on to future generations.

“We’ve always believed our role ex-
tended beyond generating electricity,”
says Fincham.

“Our communities supported us for 34
years, and that support gave us the oppor-
tunity to invest back into local initiatives,
build lasting relationships and care for the
environment around our hydro schemes.
That’s something we’re incredibly proud
of.”

Over time, changes in regulation, com-
petition and shareholding reshaped the
business. Through a series of ownership
changes, KCE ultimately became part of
Contact Energy, bringing to a close its
chapter as an independent company.

While the KCE name may disappear,
its legacy will remain in the renewable
electricity generated by its hydro stations,
the communities it supported, the partner-
ships it built, and the people who helped
shape its story.

“The business may be changing, but the
contribution made by our staff, customers,
shareholders, iwi, community organisa-
tions and partners over the past 34 years
will always be part of KCE’s legacy,” says
Fincham.

“There are so many people in our com-
munity that have worked for KCE over the
years, and everyone has made a valuable
contribution in their own way. You should
all be proud of what was achieved at that
time.”

For everyone who has supported King
Country Energy over the past 34 years,
thank you. It has been our privilege to serve
this community.

Monday 13 July from 6pm,
Taumarunui Cosmopolitan Club

Why? These local government changes will affect your future,
including your rates for the next decade at least. The main reason for the
meeting is to set the facts straight about what's on the table, because there's
been a fair amount of confusion.

For example, the meeting will clear up these FAQs:

e if we get lumped in with another council, will we get included in the PC1 boundary?

e what's the story with PC2?

e if we did go with Waikato or Taupo regional councils, for example, what happens to
my farming consents?

Regional Councillors to attend (both from Waikato and from Horizons) and hoping for some
of the Horizons mayors, too. The full VIP guest list is to be confirmed.

Contact: Robert Gray
Email graymk6293@gmail.com
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Regional rates up 5.9%

Horizons Regional Council has adopted its next An-
nual Plan, confirming funding for key projects while
aiming to mitigate the financial impact on ratepayers,
landing on an overall 5.9% increase.

Council adopted the 2026-27 Annual Plan at a
meeting on Tuesday.

Horizons chair Nikki Riley acknowledges the
final figure is higher than the range of 4.6% to 4.9%
signalled in December, and the 4.76% Council pre-
liminarily settled on in May.

“The difference between May and now is investment
into our River Management team, Regional Spatial
Planning, and Plan Change 2 implementation,” says
Cr Riley.

“While the final average rates increase is higher
than we were aiming for, it is down on the 9% aver-
age initially contained in the Long-term Plan for this
coming year.

“We know rates increases are not ideal. That’s why
we’ve brought the average rates increase down by
deferring new roles, delaying new public transport
services in parts of the region, removing or reducing
additional spend in some areas, and using reserves
to fund work.

“At the same time, we have invested in select areas
where we see real need: more possum control, fund-
ing Ashhurst school bus services, and the three items
we’ve added since May’s preliminary decisions.”

The Plan Change 2 decision from the Environment
Court, released in June, contains clear expectations on
delivery, Cr Riley says.

“We must properly resource this work to fulfil these

expectations, and to help the farmers and growers
across the region who will be applying for consents
under the Plan Change 2 framework.

“Central government’s resource management re-
form requires our region to have a Regional Spatial
Plan. These plans will set 30-plus year direction for
the region’s growth and infrastructure, while also
considering key constraints for growth and develop-
ment such as natural hazard risks and outstanding
natural landscapes and features. This work will be a
collaboration with and co-funded by city and district
councils in the region.

“As part of work to bring the average rates increase
lower, a range of roles were deferred,” says Cr Riley.

“Two currently vacant roles within the River
Management team were previously proposed not to
be filled. However, Council has decided to reinstate
those roles to support a significant flood protection
work programme.”

The rates increase will differ between property
types, as well as between districts, for a range of
reasons, says Cr Riley.

“This is particularly true for those districts that have
had a revaluation completed this year: Horowhenua,
Manawatt and Whanganui. Targeted services, such
as the new Whanganui passenger transport network,
which was approved under the previous Council as
part of the previous Long-term Plan, will also impact
ratepayers differently.”

The full 2026-27 Annual Plan will be published
within a month, both in printed version and online via
the Horizons website horizons.govt.nz.

Ruapehu rates rise:
looking deeper

By Nicolas Schneyer

Ruapehu District Council met on 24 June
—top of the agenda, the 2026/27 Annual Plan
and how to sustain it. A general increase on
rates, plus fees on certain specific items.
Both take effect from 1 July, with the first
rates instalment due 20 August.

Here’s a guide for local taxpayers:
Same categories, new rates

Rates rise by an average of 8.7% district-
wide, covering the general rate, the Uniform
Annual General Charge, and the targeted
rates for land transport, water, wastewater,
stormwater, solid waste, economic develop-
ment and environmental resilience.

Fees rose by an average of 3.4%. Council
also added one new exemption: it will stop
billing itself rates on its own water-network
land, sparing water users a flow-on cost of
about $42 each.

On specific fee items: hall hire is up $4 to
$16 an hour; a temporary road closure with-
out inspection is up $40.30, now $443.30;
one requiring inspection is up $45.80, now
$655.30 plus a fee for any damage. A few
fees are brand new: $180 for resource-
management compliance checks, $650 for a
small-dwelling building consent memoran-

dum, $280 for a Manunui Cemetery grave,
$25 for a half-day meeting room hire.

Nothing changed in the rate categories
themselves. They all continue exactly as
before.

Trade-offs

Holding rates below 9% came with
trade-offs.

But the Council’s own Annual Plan ac-
knowledges that staying below that ceiling
relied on measures it describes as “short-
term relief to ratepayers” while noting they
are unsustainable in the long run.

The next Long-Term Plan is meant to
bring the rise down further, to 2-4%. How-
ever, the plan does not clearly show how this
would be achieved: the same plan concedes
that today’s deferred road, cycleway and
water-plant maintenance will simply resur-
face as costs “in later years.”

Budget restraint also involves broader—
and often politically contentious—choices
about what to cut or defer. The Council
has already signalled one such decision by
pausing the Iwi Development Funding Rate.

As the next Long-Term Plan is developed,
what additional trade-offs will be required,
and how will those choices be made?

Experts ~ at your service

Earthworks

Property Maintenance / Cleaning

Plumbing / Drainlaying

HAITANA EARTHWORKS

14 tonne digger
14 tonne wheel digger
Tip truck

Supply of metal,
scoria and boulders

Farm work, section &

* General Cleaning
* Property Maintenance
* Carpet Cleaning
* Water Blasting Services
* Floor polishing/buffing

For a free no obligation quote call:
RAY 021 886 509 or MAURICE 021 078 2419

* Plumbing & Drainlaying

+ Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of
all pumps

+ Fires & Solar

+ 9 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck

Wy
BzM

“Your local Registered Certifier”

Call Brian 027436 1075 (M)

i Email:
drlveways, St el Or visit: www.rccpml.co.nz LIMITED Ilmiredg:llra.co.nz Plampers
Ph 027 289 4404 021 886509 or 021 0782419 Ph 027 436 1075
Electrician Auto Services Concrete Services

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?
- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service & sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi — Rangataua -
Horopito — National Park — Whanganui

Locally owned and operated
by mechanic Daniel Norris.

MCP TAUPO - MORE THAN CONCRETE

Locally owned and family-built, MCP Taupo delivers

Taupo’s No.l Concrete Service

- Mulch - Sand - White chip
- Bark - Topsaoil - Pavers
- Pea Straw - Bagged Garden Fertilisers

- Rail & Mac Sleepers

Ohakune Landscape Supplies

- Huge range of Pebbles

- Builders mix

~ Call to arrange supply ~ FREE loan trailer ~
~ eftpos available ~

Ph 0800 926 315

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE
NEW LOCATION
Next to BP Ohakune

Open Monday — Friday 8am — 4pm

WOF $75 car, $45 trailer

Ruapehu Motors

Cnr Seddon St and Valley Rd, Raetihi.

For enquiries, please phone Daniel

quality concrete solutions you can trust.
From house slabs and driveways to commercial
floors and civil works — concrete done right.

v Free site check & quote v/ Full prep, pour & finish
v 800+ projects completed
Strength in Every Pour — Built Right from the
Ground Up
Www.mcptaupo.co.nz
Email admin@mcptaupo.co.nz | 800 Rakaunui Rd, Taupo

Ph 021770123

Ph 027 863 7454

Jasper 027 840 2222 | Norm 027 5111166

[ Engineering |
ENGINEERIN

* Manufacturing and repairs

¢ Access equipment hire
* Engineering supplies

* BOC gases

* 20T & 50T crane hire

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 444 2058 Bruce 021 0389288 Alan
Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz
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FORYOUR
BUILDING PROJECT
& DIY NEEDS

MON to FRI — 7.30am — Spm
SAT 9am —midday

Saturday & Sunday CLOSED. Hire by arrangement
P 027 2799 724 E ohakunehire@xtra.co.nz

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF HIRE

EQUIPMENT. SEE OUR WEBSITE
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

PARTY  HIRE: floodlights,
tables & chairs, heaters, spit
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing
dishes, crockery & cutlery,
dehumidifier, flute & wine
glasses, universal food cooker,
portaloos & showers, 3-section
marquee, horse float.

N‘at quee Hi]‘e

FOR THE BIG JOBS:

digger hire, cherry pickers,
pumps, wood splitters,
generators, car trailers, post
hole borers, furniture trailer,
concrete equipment, rollers &
compactors, portable trencher

Ph 06 387 5022




Taupo has Ruapehu amongst amalgamation options

By Bronson Perich

Taupo District Council has decided which amalgamation options it
will look into further, with two of four options including the Ruapehu
District.

Elected members directed their staff to assess and report back on
four options.

Local councils have until 9 August to tell central government who
they want to partner up with.

If they don’t, central government will determine how an
amalgamation would occur.

Taupd’s elected members voted to direct their staff to investigate
the following options:

One option is a Central North Island unitary authority that would
include Ruapehu, Waitomo, Otorohanga, South Waikato and Taupo
district councils or various combinations of those councils.

Their Option Three is a Rotorua, Great Lakes and South Waikato
unitary authority, that would cover Rotorua Lakes, Ruapehu, South
Waikato and Taupd district councils or various combinations of those
councils.

The other options are: a single unitary Waikato authority; and to
wait for the Government to decide Taupd’s fate.

Te Papamarearea Ward councillor Wahine Murch said Option Three
would incorporate the Waikato Headwaters, Tongariro National Park
and the Geothermal Corridor while keeping Taupd at the core.

“This option also inverts the logic and asks what governance
boundary makes sense for the Central Plateau.”

It would also give the area a council-wide population of 103,000
residents.

Tarangi Ward councillor Sandra Greenslade supported Murch.

Greenslade said Taupo was surrounded by nine councils, and there
was a lot of room for overlap and shared interest.

LDR is local body journalism co-funded by RNZ and NZ On Air.

Experts ~ at your service
[ Autoservices | Upholsterers Gas Fitting Tree & Garden Services

AUTO

SERVICE
CENTRE Cutt clown en Your power bill.

@(@ [im Garden maintenance & landscaping

Authorised Holden Service Centre

Full workshop services for all = instelied. Lands:;?ec:;:iz:i;zr?::guation
veh:;I:;Ag;ie:;,axg:-r:;n;:,fi(t:gg:;mer a u Over two d_ecades of experience in commercial
inspections, parts, batteries, engine oils. Phene Denliss 4GS 6F and private tree & garden management

Fully qualified and insured
84 Clyde Street, Ohakune Eﬁf@ﬂ Contact us today for a free consultation or

After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz accolints@appllimbingandgastconz estimate — email treeshapeltd@gmail.com
Ph 06 385 8487 Ph 06 343 6866 Ph 021 951 962

Web Tech Design Carpet Cleaning

P—

Tree Felling & Firewood

ON-SITE TREE FELLING & FIREWOOD SPECIALISTS

TURN UNWANTED TREES INTO WANGANUI
VALUABLE FIREWOOD CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
o Tree felling « Dangerous & dead trees 24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
o Wind-thrown & hung-up trees « Hedge & shelterbelt work We specialise in stains, odours and hard to
o Section clearing « 6T & 1.7T diggers clean carpets and fabrics.
6T tip truck services « On-site firewood processing P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz
Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions

Ph 0210 56 76 70 0800 22 78 22

Professional - Reliable - Local Service
Free quotes — Fully insured
Covering the wider Ruapehu district

[f13K Contracting

Phone Jack 027 314 7095

Landscaping Land development

EARTHWORKS

LANDSCAPING Traditional & Unique
Headstones in all
wDrainage Cemeteries
o [ N
RICHARD QN PYIITTY Palmerston North " Feilding
({13/[;) A <Al Concrete Work 707 Main St 14 MacArthur St

063564782 063236616

0272413412 BIHIEGECHLT)
DIPLOMA IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Ph 027 241 3412 06 343 8708 Ph 027 685 4854

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz
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CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE

BUSINESS NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

FIREWOOD 4 SALE. Mixed
blend, pine, wattle, lawson,
$120 per cube delivered
local, two cube loads
minimum, txt Jock 0273
602 700.

TANK SPECIALISTS, water
or septic. Delivered price
quoted. Buy direct. Ph
0800-487-633.

Ohakune Health Hub

In pain? Let us help.
Experienced care in Osteopathy, Physiotherapy,
Massage and Acupuncture — effective treatment for:
- Musculoskeletal pain - headaches & concussion -
post-operative recovery - and much more.

ACC registered | 77-79 Clyde St, Ohakune
Book online: www.ohakuneosteo.co.nz

BUSINESS
NOTICES

( )

Ruapehu Mayor
Weston Kirton

To arrange a meeting
or call back please
phone Council on
06 385 8364 or email:
kay.kidd@ruapehudc.
govt.nz

\. J

Bennett's Tank
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps.
Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

PUBLIC NOTICES

WAIMARINO MUSEUM
SOCIETY INC.

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

Monday 13 July 2026 at 5.30pm
Waimarino Eldercare Lounge
Seddon St, Raetihi

An invitation to all people in the Raetihi and
Ohakune to attend this meeting to assist and
help us to preserve the history of this area.

GUEST SPEAKER
Patron - Colin Fredricksen

Agenda
Chairperson Report
Financial Report
Election of officers
Subscriptions $10

Noeline Churton, Secretary. 027 2445226

Friends of Orautoha
Orautoha School
Fundraising Committee

L]
Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 21st July 2026 at 6pm

Te Korowai o Wainuiarua office,
28 Queen Street, Raetihi

All welcome

T
Community Entertainment

Whenua Whispers

Saturday 11 July — 7pm - $15

Supper included. Bar available.

PROPOSED ROAD CLOSURE FOR

SILVER FERN RALLY 2026

Pursuant to the Local Govt. Act 1974 Sec 342 Schedule
10 notice is hereby given that the Ruapehu District
Council for the purpose of holding Silverfern Rally 2026
is proposing to close the following roads:

Thursday 3 December 2026 01:25PM to 05:55PM —

full closure:

e Turakina Valley Road, from 7544 Turakina Valley
Road to km from its intersection with Tangiwai
Station Road

Friday 4 December 2026 07:25AM to 11:55AM - full

closure:

. Kaitieke Road, 200m from the intersection with
SH4 to 200m from its intersection with Oio Road

Friday 4 December 2026 07:50AM to 12:20PM - full

closure:

. Kawautahi Road, 200m from its intersection with
Oio Road to its intersection with Hikumutu Road

. Hikumutu Road, from its intersection with
Kawautahi Road to 874 Hikumutu Road

Friday 4 December 2026 09:05AM to 01:35PM - full

closure:

e Opotiki Road, 200m from its intersection with SH4,
continuing along Ararimu E Road and Otunui N
Road

e Kururau Road, from its intersection with Otunui N
Road to 200m from its intersection with Wanganui
River Road (SH 43)

Friday 4 December 2026 09:50AM to 02:20PM - full

closure:

. Roto Road, 100m from its intersection with SH 43
to Huia Road

. Huia Road, from Roto Road to its intersection with
Ohura Road

Friday 4 December 2026 11:10AM to 03:40PM - full

closure:

. Ohura N Road, 200m from its intersection Ohura
Road to Waikaka Road

e Waikaka Road to Mangakahikatea Road

e Mangakahikatea Road to intersection with
Munday Road and Ohura Mokau Road

. Ohura Mokau Road to Matiere Road

. Matiere Road to Oniao Road

. Oniao Road, 200m from its intersection with
Mokauiti Road

Detours will be in place.

Resident access: Controlled road closure points will be
in place throughout the event period as stated above.
Resident access to properties within the closure area
will be managed by traffic management staff.

Any person objecting to the proposal is called upon to
lodge notice of their objection and grounds thereof in
writing before Spm on Thursday 20 August 2026 at the
office of Ruapehu District Council at Private Bag 1001,

@umarunui 3946 or info@ruapehude.govt.nz. /

PUBLIC NOTICES

Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012

Raetihi Cosmopolitan Club Inc have made an application
to the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District
Council for the Renewal of a Club Licence in respect
of the premises situated at 32 Seddon Street, Raetihi,
known as Raetihi Cosmopolitan Club. The general nature
of the business to be conducted under the licence is
that of a Club. The days on which and the hours during
which alcohol is intended to be sold under the licence are:
Monday — Sunday: 9.00am — 1.00am.

The application may be inspected during ordinary office
hours at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing
Committee at Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia Street,
Taumarunui.

Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to
object to the issue of the licence may, not later than 25
working days after the date of the publication of this
notice, file a notice in writing of the objection with the
Secretary of the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu
District Council, Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui 3946.

No objections to the renewal of a licence may be made in
relation to a matter other than a matter specified in section
131 of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.

This is the only publication of this notice.

Whacky winter
art on show

Volcano Vibe Collective’s latest exhibition is a culmi-
nation of a joint venture between The Boring Gallery in
Whanganui, and local artist Megan Arden. Together they
have transformed the shop and gallery space into a whimsi-
cal wonderland - perfect for the “Whacky Winter’ theme.

Megan Arden is a Rangataua-based artist who spends
her days at Strange Dog making posters, stickers, T-shirts,
and all manner of printed things. Evenings are reserved
for painting—the part of the day when work disappears,
the paints come out, and her imagination is free to wander.

Seven years ago she traded Auckland for the Ruapehu
region and, surrounded by forests, mountains and wild
places, rediscovered the simple joy of painting that had
quietly been there all along.

Rather than chasing perfection, she tries to paint with
the same freedom and curiosity children have before they
believe there are ‘right’ and ‘wrong’ ways to make art.
She works primarily in acrylics, creating bright, colourful
worlds where impossible creatures appear and ordinary
moments become just a little bit magical.

Megan’s paintings usually begin with something real:
a walk through the forest, a swim in the ocean, or a per-
sistent odd thought that refuses to go away. She follows
those ideas wherever they lead, blurring the line between
memory, imagination and reality.

Her work is a celebration of curiosity and the belief that
there is something strange, beautiful and magical waiting
to be discovered in everyday life—if we remember to slow
down and look a little closer.

Kim Rees creates delightfully quirky ceramic “Odd-
entities”. These handcrafted whimsical creatures are full
of personality, charm and just the right amount of mischief.
Every piece is completely unique, lovingly made by hand,
and created with one simple purpose — to bring smiles
and spark joy wherever they end up.

Kim Rees is based in Whanganui where she runs and
curates art at The Boring Gallery, a part of the Whanganui
Community Arts Centre at 19 Taupo Quay.

Volcano Vibe Collective has entered an art-sharing ini-
tiative with The Boring Gallery in Whanganui, swapping
art every two months to bring variety to both spaces and
to give local artists in both areas more opportunities to
showcase their work to new audiences.

The Whacky Winter programme includes two work-
shops for children during these school holidays - Tuesday
7 July and Tuesday 14 July, with Barbara van der Woerd.
They will play with polymer clay, creating creatures in-
spired by Kim Rees, and paint rocks inspired by Megan
Arden. The sessions run from 11.30 till 1pm, at 45 Seddon
Street, Raetihi. For more information or to book, contact
Barbara on 027 829 8973.

Volcano Vibe hopes the Whacky Winter exhibition
brings colour, creativity, and delight, offering a welcome
lift to spirits throughout this winter season. Come in to see
the exhibition and shop other arts, crafts and gifts from
over 100 local suppliers at 45 Seddon Street, Raetihi (op-
posite the Four Square).

Kim Rees’s quirky ceramics on show at Volcano Vibe
in Raetihi.

Deadline for all advertising
bookings and copy is

[ ]
S5pm Fridays!
It’s important that we get your ad booking and copy in

on time, so that we have time to check it, plan the best
layout and work on producing a better paper for you!
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Snow Bulletin is out now!

Pick up a copy around the
Ruapehu district.

Next issue is out in Spring. Call us today to
book your space — 0274 993 697.




Ohakune Squash

Three Ohakune players competed in the National
Graded champ finals in Tauranga over the weekend, with
Ohakune’s Dylan Budge meeting up with world number
two, Paul Coll, in the second round.

Many locals watched him play on live stream, proud
to see him wearing his Ohakune Club shirt. Even though
he lost 11/7, 11/5, 11/7, Dylan was very happy with his
game and can proudly say he took more points off Coll
than anyone else over the weekend. Coll went on to win
his ninth title.

Also at the Nationals, Jessie Harding was third in the
women’s D grade, Olivia Gray was ninth in the women’s C
grade and Jason Haitana was seventh in the men’s D grade.

Results from the penultimate round of Ohakune Squash
Club’s interhouse saw Tecnifibre hold on to their overall
lead with a 117/86 win over Head, Unsquashable beat
Karakal 102/90, Stellar beat Dunlop 106/86 and Salming
beat Prince 102/76. Points with one round to go: Tecnifibre
664, Stellar 635, Salming 603, Unsquashable 585, Dunlop
581, Head 559, Karakal 543 and Prince 522.

Draw for this Thursday is at Ohakune: 5:00pm Tec-
nifibre vs Stellar, 6:30pm Dunlop vs Salming, 8:00pm
Unsquashable vs Prince and at Raetihi at 5:30pm Karakal
vs Head.

Dylan Budge, at right, with squash legend Paul Coll.
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A group of friends split between Auckland and Wellington converged on Ohakune
for the Mardi Gras, with the theme of tarot card characters for their costumes and
doof sticks. Photos: Robert Milne.

Two friends from Auckland made the trip to the Mardi
Gras and were keen to use their free Tiroa passes to
come back to experience snow for the first time.

Steaming into Ruapehu

Mainline Steam Heritage Trust, based in Plimmerton north of Wellington,
sent a vintage train load of passengers north to Ohakune and Waimarino/
National Park on Saturday, coinciding with the Mardi Gras set up at the
Ohakune Junction.

The passengers disembarked at Ohakune with most travelling on to Waima-
rino and Whakapapa on buses, with the locomotive “Joanne” —JB1236 — was
serviced and turned at Ohakune in preparation for the return journey.

The train then travelled to Waimarino to pick up its passengers, ready for
the trip back to Plimmerton.

It turned into a very long day, due to a network fault on the line, that the
Trust was grateful to KiwiRail for their swift response to the problem.

“While the day didn’t quite go to plan, we’re grateful to have such sup-
portive passengers and a fantastic team behind the scenes who make it all
possible,” stated the Trust.

KiwiRail repaired the network fault and arranged a replacement crew.

“With no steam-qualified drivers available, a diesel locomotive had been
arranged to attach to the front of the Ruapehu Mountaineer to assist us home.”

Ruapehu holds firm for another convincing win

Ruapehu Rugby and Sports Club’s senior team held firm at the fortress, Rochfort Park, and made sure of it on Saturday, winning 45-12. Nothing
was given, it was earned, with tries flowing across the park to seal the win over Marist Celtic and a place in this Saturday’s final. Marist Celtic
put up a hard-fought contest, but credit goes to the Ruapehu boys for their effort. Scorers: Gabriel Hakaraia (2), Tahatika Te Riaki, Harry Rowe,
Callum Tahau, Rangihaereroa MclLeod, Te Orangi Te Riaki. Jack Pettersson (5 conversions). Ruapehu face the Pirates in the final — a big job
ahead. Photos: Glyn Hubbard.

LET US GET YOU A
LONG TERM TENANT

Call Property Brokers Ohakune 06 3854466

Property Brokers . Property Management




