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RDC quizzed on 
merger options

By Nicolas Schneyer
Ruapehu District Council fielded ques-

tions from residents at a public meeting 
last week over the government’s push to 
amalgamate local councils into new unitary 
authorities. 

The move follows a broader effort by 
central government to cut administrative 
friction in local governance, building on 
earlier reforms such as fast-track legisla-
tion and changes to the Resource Manage-
ment Act. Councils, as statutory creatures, 
have no say in the matter: amalgamation 
must go ahead regardless. 

Ruapehu’s mayor Winston Kirton ac-
knowledged the district has little room to 
manoeuvre. 

“We must amalgamate whether we like it 
or not, but I remain confident we can take 
our best shot,” he told the meeting.

RDC had attempted to get ahead of the 
process, putting forward its own headstart 
proposal to neighbouring councils for how 
a merger might look. That approach found 
no takers. 

The council now finds itself instead hav-
ing to respond to three options put forward 
by the Local Government Commission: 
retaining the current Horizons region as 
is; a new grouping combining Ruapehu, 
Whanganui, Rangitikei and Taupō; or a 
grouping of Ruapehu, Taupō, Waitomo, 
Ōtorohanga and South Waikato.

A hui held with iwi in Raetihi on Mon-
day last week explored an alternative 
framework known as “Te Kāhui Maunga,” 
under which regional boundaries would 
be redrawn around geographic and envi-
ronmental landmarks such as rivers and 
mountains, rather than existing adminis-

Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton explains amalgamation options at a public meeting 
in Taumarunui last week. RDC chief executive Clive Manly is at left. Photo: Nicolas 
Schneyer.
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Tūroa top to bottom

ABOVE: A legendary Tūroa de-icer clears a tower on the High 
Noon Express after the recent storm, getting the chairlift ready 
to open for Tuesday – the first time this season that there has 
been top to bottom skiing and snowboarding at the field. The 
upper field snow depth (measured at the top of The Giant) is 
at 100cm after the 50cm of snow in the past 7 days. The HNE 
opened on 26 July in 2025. Photo: Pure Tūroa.
LEFT:  Whakapapa lifts operations manager Shane Buckingham 
tells the people on Sunday that the Sky Waka Gondola would be 
open for skiers and boarders on Monday, saying it’s “probably 
the best I’ve seen it in donkeys’ years”. He said there would be 
some narrow spots so advised people to take their time. Next 
actions would be at the Delta Chairlift, which they hope to have 
running later in the week. Shane said they planned to start work 
on the Valley T-bar line, ready to take advantage of the next 
snow storm, forecast for later in the week. Photo: Whakapapa.
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THE CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune	 Ph: 06 385 8857
Warm fires, seasonal food, local wines and craft beers.  A 
welcoming place for locals and visitors alike, with a playroom 
for the kids and a relaxed atmosphere for friends, families and 
celebrations. Proudly serving the Ruapehu community for more 
than 20 years. Open every day. 

UTOPIA CAFÉ
47 Clyde St, Ohakune	 Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 8am – 3pm for all day breakfast and lunch. 
Serving Havana Coffee. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a 
great range of cabinet food and beverages, Frappé and smoothies. 
Vegan/Gluten-free options for both savoury and sweet are 
available. Speedy free Wi-Fi! A perfect place for everybody! 

LKNZ LODGE & CAFE
1 Rata St, Ohakune	 Ph: 027 257 LKNZ (5569)
Open every day. Menu includes our delicious big breakfast, 
creamy mushrooms, homemade soups, wedges, nachos, 
toasties, waffles and more ... Volcanic coffee, muffins & scones, 
real fruit smoothies and thick shakes. Dine in or takeaway. Onsite 
parking. www.lknz.co.nz

KINGS BAR & RESTAURANT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction	 Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by international 
chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and craft breweries 
including award winning Ruapehu Brewing Co beers in the fridge 
and on tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Please check 
our open times as these will vary.

Eating out in the 
Ruapehu District

Call 06 385 8532 to list your business here 
or email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road	 Ph: 06 385 8888
For over 35 years, The Powderkeg has been serving up exceptional 
food and service in a warm, welcoming atmosphere. Whether 
you’re enjoying a sunny afternoon on our spacious balcony or 
indulging in our weekly specials like Sushi Fridays and Smokehouse 
Sundays, there’s always something to look forward to. Join us for 
an unforgettable dining experience and follow us on Instagram @
powderkegbar for the latest updates and mouthwatering offers! 
Open daily 7am till late

FOR MORE DETAILS, GO TO OHAKUNE.INFO 

IT'S FREE TO LIST SO PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU 
HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP ...

ADS@RUAPEHUBULLETIN.CO.NZ
LINK YOUR EVENT TO EVENTFINDA FOR FREE

Ruapehu Events
& What’s On

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune

06-385-8433   tcb.nz

For all your ski board and bike rental needs

JULY 2026

Royal Theatre Movies, starts 7pm
Smash Palace (R16)	 15 August

AUGUST 2026

Winter Art Exhibition	 23 Aug - 6 Sept
Paul Stieglbauer - paul@4thames.co.nz

Retro Day	 3 Oct
Paul Stieglbauer - paul@4thames.co.nz

SEPTEMBER 2026

Waimarino Art Awards	 26 Sept - 2 Oct
See WaimarinoArtAwards.org.nz for more information

Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc – Email admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz or for support phone 06-345 8833
Budget Advice – Email waimarinobudgetservices@gmail.com or phone 027 259 5285.
CCS Disability Action (Whanganui) – Sheryl Brightwell 0800-789-654
Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse – 06-385-5019
Child Youth and Family Service – 0508-326 459
Churches: Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, 027-206-1874. Catholic, 06-385-8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 

06-385-8453. Presbyterian, 06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty chaplain 06-387-5599 ext 7031 or 
021-493-692

Civil Defence – Simon Osborne, Emergency Management Officer (EMO), RDC – 07 895 8188, or 027 220 0569. Simon.
Osborne@ruapehudc.govt.nz

CLAW community free legal advice: Whanganui 06-348-8288, 0800 00 36 36
Doctors: In an emergency call 111.   Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211
Information Centres – Ohakune 0800 647 483, Raetihi 06-385-4805
Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono – Lynley Twyman, Trail Manager, +64 21 403036
Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre – 06-385-9580
Plunket Society – Plunket Nurse 06-385-5019
Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
	 Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, Waiouru 06-387-6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22
Red Cross – 0800 RED CROSS (0800 733 27677)
Rotary Club Raetihi - Ohakune – 027-344-5669
Ruapehu Budgeting Service Ohakune. Budgeting License No 119423. Email: Ruapehubudgetingservice@gmail.com 

or call Justin on 0211-735-767 
Ruapehu Maori Wardens – Email: ruapehumaoriwardens@gmail.com 
Ruapehu Neighborhood Support Groups – Email: Ruapehuneighborhoodgroup@gmail.com or call Justin 0211-735-767
Ruapehu REAP – 0800 00 REAP (0800 007 327)
St John – in an emergency call 111
Taumarunui Counselling Services: For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393
Victim Support Contact Centre – 0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society: Co-ordinator 06 348 7402
Waimarino Health Care Centre – Raetihi 06-385-5019
Waimarino Community Toy Library – waimarinotoylibrary@gmail.com
Women’s Refuge – 0800-REFUGE 0800 73384

Ruapehu Mayor – Weston Kirton, enquiries to 06-385-8364 or 07-895-8188.
Owhango-National Park Community Board:
	 Peter Zimmer - Chairperson 027 479 1926;Gail Gray - Deputy Chair 027 434 6599; Anthony Gurr 021 487 742; Eddie 

Marsters 021 108 0279; Murray Wilson 027 542 9079; Luke Pepper - (RDC Rep) 027 329 2849
Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Community Board:
	 Molly Jeffries, Chairperson 021 431 833; Sophie Stockbridge, Deputy Chairperson 020 401 11190; Johnny Dryden 027 

573 4726; Brian Portland 027 558 5585; Oriwia Wanakore 020 498 4088; Robyn Gram (RDC Rep) 027 389 1912
Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board:
	 John (Luigi) Hotter - Chairperson 027 274 2616; Stu Robinson - Deputy Chairperson 021 024 07657; Kay Henare 027 

924 7252; Colin Pakai 021 091 67315; Emma Young 027 347 1457; David (Rabbit) Nottage - (RDC Rep) 021 111 6514

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to keep it up to date – call us if your details 
change, or if you see something that needs changing: 06-385-8532

Rally Taumarunui	 8 Aug
Follow the Rally Taumarunui page for details. #RallyTaumarunui2026

Whacky Winter Art Exhibition	 July-August
Volcano Vibe - contact Barbara for more info 027 829 8973

Peak to Keg	 26 Sep
www.powderhorn.co.nz

OCTOBER 2026

Girls Who Shred	 9 Aug
Visit www.pureturoa.nz for details

Warren Miller Movie	 20 Aug
Fundraiser for SARDA NZ Matterhorn, presented  by La Pizzeria

Green grants for groups 
in Ruapehu District

trative lines. 
Councillor Kuru Ketu, who presented 

the framework, argued that it would group 
together areas facing similar pressures, 
whether over resource consents, tourism, 
or farming, and that this shared footing 
would make co-operation and decision-
making easier within each new region. 
The framework is also framed as a way 
to ensure the amalgamation continues to 
uphold Treaty principles and maintains 
close partnership with iwi.

Chief executive Clive Manley says the 
council is weighing the decision against 
three main objectives. The first is deliver-
ability: securing partnerships with political 
allies councillors can work with, within a 
system that ensures fair representation. The 
second is economies of scale, with a larger 
combined population expected to lower 
the unit cost of delivering public services. 

The third is affordability, since future tax 
rates and subsidies will hinge on which 
partners Ruapehu ends up with in a new 
unitary authority. 

Kirton pointed out that Ruapehu cur-
rently receives more government subsidy 
for roading than any other district, covering 
75 percent of costs, support he expects to 
shrink once the district enters a new entity.

Residents at the meeting raised concerns 
over representation, given Ruapehu holds 
the most land but the smallest population of 
any prospective partner, as well as fears of 
losing local identity within a larger entity. 

The mayor said he would push for a “one 
district, one vote” system to protect fair 
representation. On identity, he argued the 
district’s character would not be compro-
mised as long as it partners with councils 
whose interests are aligned with those of 
the district. The vote on which option to 
pursue is set for today, 29 July.

The timeline

May 2026
Cabinet

announces
Head Start

policy

29 July 2026
Council

decides its
pathway

9 Aug 2026
Outline

proposals due
to Government

Sep 2026
Cabinet
decision:
agreed in
principle

Oct 2026 – Mar
2027

Detailed
design phase

May 2027
Cabinet

confirms final
proposals

Oct 2028
Local body
elections

▲ we are here

If no proposal goes in, the backstop begins after the October 2028 election and the Government
decides the arrangement.

Three options on the table
Each option would create one new unitary council doing the work of both district and regional
councils. No decision has been made.

Option 1: The current Horizons region
One council for Ruapehu, Whanganui, Rangitīkei, Manawatū, Palmerston North, Horowhenua and
Tararua. About 260,000 people. Keeps our rivers and catchments together, which fits the new
planning rules well. It is also the biggest and most varied option, so keeping a strong local voice
for a small rural district would matter most here.

Option 2: Ruapehu, Whanganui, Rangitīkei and Taupō
About 121,000 people, with two main service towns in Whanganui and Taupō. Builds on our rural
character, the Whanganui River connection to the south and the mountain visitor economy to the
north. It crosses the current regional boundary, so how rivers and catchments are managed would
need to be worked through.

Option 3: Ruapehu, Taupō, Waitomo, Ōtorohanga and South Waikato
A King Country grouping of about 100,000 people looking north, with strong tourism, farming and
iwi connections across the Central Plateau. Like Option 2 it crosses the regional boundary and
splits the Whanganui catchment, so the same questions would need working through.

RDC quizzed on 
merger options
From Page 1

The regional council 
has announced funding 
for 37 community projects 
through the Kanorau Koio-
ra Taketake – Indigenous 
Biodiversity Community 
Grant and the Pūtea Hapori 
Urupare Āhuarangi – Com-
munity Climate Response 
Fund.

Manawatū Whanganui 
Regional Council (Ho-
rizons) deputy chairper-
son and community grant 
committee member Fiona 
Gordon says halting the 
decline in the region’s na-
tive biodiversity and building resilience to climate change 
is no easy task. 

“Rules and regulations can only do so much. It’s our 
community that plays the lead role in making great things 
happen, so it’s important Council collaborates in ways that 
empowers this work.

“Our community is working hard to restore wetlands, 
protect native bush, increase opportunities for environ-
mental education, monitoring and increasing local food 
systems.

“It’s these kinds of partnership approaches that can 
really help lift our game across the region for native bio-
diversity, and building resilience around food, water and 
energy,” says Gordon.

“The contestable grants do a great job of supporting 
this important work.

“We’ve seen impressive results through these grants 
to date and this year looks set to be another successful 

round of funding.”
The total funding allocated to both grants this year is 

$419,000 and includes funding allocation for seven multi-
year projects from previous years.

This year, local communities across the region will 
benefit, with eleven projects in Whanganui, seven in 
both Ruapehu and Horowhenua, three each for Tararua, 
Rangitīkei and Manawatū, two from Palmerston North, 
and one in Waitomo.

Ruapehu’s 2026 Kanorau Koiora Taketake – Indigenous 
Biodiversity Community Grant, go to:

• 800 Trust - Makino Station pest animal control.
• Green Stag Ltd - Erua Ora Biodiversity Restoration 

Project.
• Ngāti Te Maunga Whenuakura Incorporated Society 

- Mahere ki kaitiakitanga a Whenuakura.
• Project Tongariro – Ohakune’s Mangawhero River 

Track Restoration.
• Taumata Plantations Limited - Pungapunga River 

Whio Recovery Group.
• Te iwi o Ngāti Tukorehe Trust - Te Waro A Pest Control 

and Eradication Programme.
Ruapehu’s Pūtea Hapori Urupare Āhuarangi - Com-

munity Climate Response Fund grant goes to the Ohakune 
Kindergarten- Rainwater Harvesting System.

Infestations of weeds such as blackberry are being targeted by the Friends of the 
Mangawhero River Track, with a large financial boost from Horizons.
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We’re fixing 
the basics

Carl Bates MP
National Party Candidate 
for Whanganui
incl Ruapehu - South Taranaki - Stratford

and building the future.

Authorised by Carl Bates, 200B Victoria Avenue, Whanganui.

Dinosaur sculpture on show, supported by arts group
A striking new dinosaur sculpture by 

award-winning Taumarunui artist James 
Cannon om show at the Taumarunui Li-
brary has been unveiled by the Ruapehu 
Art Advisory Group.

The sculpture is the first artwork to be 
displayed as part of a new initiative that 
opens Council spaces to local artists, giv-
ing them greater opportunities to showcase 
their work.

A well-known Ruapehu artist, Cannon has 
received recognition at both the Waimarino 
Art Awards and the Ruapehu Art Awards.

He spent more than 200 hours creating 
the sculpture, which is made entirely from 
found and recycled materials, reflecting his 
commitment to sustainability and creative 
reuse.

Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton said 
he was delighted to see Council providing 
opportunities for local artists and that it 
was fitting for James Cannon to be the first 
artist to exhibit under the new initiative.

“This installation shows the value of 
creating visible public spaces where local 
artists can share their talent with the com-

munity,” said Kirton.
Council representative on the Art Advisory Group, John 

Chapman, said residents in the south of the district would 
also have the opportunity to see the sculpture, when it 
is exhibited at the Waimarino Art Awards at the Raetihi 
Theatre from 26 September to 2 October, alongside works 
by many other talented local artists.

“Supporting and promoting local artists by making 

Council spaces available for exhibitions is one of the Art 
Advisory Group’s key objectives.

“This is exactly the kind of creative energy we want to 
encourage across the district,” said Chapman.

Artists interested in exhibiting their work through the 
Ruapehu Art Advisory Group can find more information 
at ruapehudc.govt.nz or contact Councillor John Chapman 
on 021 137 5952.

The striking dinosaur sculpture by local artist James Cannon will be on display at the Taumarunui Library until 
25 September before being exhibited at Waimarino Art Awards at the Raetihi Theatre until 2 October. From left, 
Weston Kirton; Fiona Thomas, Head of Library Services; John Chapman, Art Advisory Group Coordinator; and artist 
James Cannon. Photo: RDC.

Building the future 
of sika deer herd 
management

New Zealand’s valued sika deer in the 
Kaimanawa and Kaweka Forest Parks have 
been designated as the North Island’s first 
ever Herd of Special Interest (HOSI).

Hunting and Fishing Minister James 
Meager says his landmark decision will see 
sika managed under a “clearer, more co-
ordinated framework, which strengthens 
hunting opportunities and improves key 
conservation outcomes.

Meager made the announcement in 
Taupo with the Central North Island Sika 
Foundation, who will assist the Game Ani-
mal Council in its day-to-day management 
of the herd, alongside DOC, iwi and hapū, 
and other partners.

“I am a firm believer in the power of 
hunter-led conservation and this designa-
tion empowers the sector to lead sensible 
herd management. It ensures hunters can 
put healthy animals on the family dinner 
table, while better protecting our precious 
biodiversity.” Meager says.

“It will build on the Sika Foundation’s 
long-standing commitment to improving 
the health of the heard and the environment 
they live in.”

He says the Herd Management Plan sets 
strong parameters and ensures conserva-
tion values remain firmly in place.

“It does not seek to increase animal 
numbers. A key focus will be reducing 

browsing pressure on young trees and 
improving forest regeneration, particularly 
in areas of high biodiversity.

“The herd’s management will also be 
supported by ongoing monitoring from 
DOC and a formal review at least every 
five years, providing clear accountability.

“DOC will continue to manage all 
other aspects of public conservation land as 
usual within the area, while I retain overall 
authority and can amend or remove the 
designation, or any delegation, if required.

“For hunters on the ground, current ac-
cess arrangements will remain under the 
existing permit system. People will be able 
to see a new HOSI area when applying for 
their hunting permit.”

The decision follows a full statutory 
process, including public submissions, 
engagement with iwi and hapū, and advice 
from key agencies and organisations.

“I want to thank everyone who contribut-
ed. This decision reflects a balanced approach 
that recognises the importance game animal 
hunting values, while maintaining strong 
environmental safeguards,” says Meager.

“This day has been a long-time coming, 
with legislation supporting the creation of 
HOSIs passed back in 2013. I’m proud 
to deliver on National’s 2023 election 
promise to designate the first herds this 
Parliamentary term.”
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THE WEEKLY WORKOUT answers for each puzzle are included on this page

SUDOKU Fill the grid so every row, column and every 3x3 box contains 1-9

SUDOKU

861

1 2

1 2

The Top 10
1. If the men’s rugby team is the All Blacks, 
what is the men’s softball team?
2. The name of which disease translates 
from the Italian for “bad air”?
3. To which of the three sections of an 
insect’s body are the legs attached?   
4. Which country singer wrote the Whitney 
Houston hit “I Will Always Love You”?
5. In which comic opera do Yum-Yum, 
Peep-Bo and Pitti-Sing appear?
6. Which Bay of Plenty town has murals 
showing scenes from the town’s history?
7. Who was first to set foot in the Sea of 
Tranquillity?
8. What name is given to the text of an 
opera?
9. In what year were New Zealand women 
granted the vote?
10. What’s the title of the 2026 film about a 
soldier of the 28th Māori Battalion?

QUICK CROSSWORD

CROSSWORD

Across: 1. Racket, 4. Sparse, 9. Over, 10. 
Conjecture, 11. Robber, 12. Narcotic, 13. Dim-
witted, 15. Fair, 16. Fall, 17. Frequency,  
21. Pick-me-up, 22. Absurd, 24. Incomplete, 
25. Beak, 26. Singer, 27. Assess. 
Down: 1. Ravioli, 2. Carob, 3. Excerpt, 5. 
Poetry, 6. Rationale, 7. Earlier, 8. Uninter-
rupted, 14. Well-known, 16. Friends, 18. 
Quavers, 19. Carcass, 20. Temple, 23. Sabre. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20

21 22 23

24 25

26 27

1 Black Sox, 2 Malaria, 3 Thorax, 4 Dolly Parton, 
5 The Mikado, 6 Katikati, 7 Neil Armstrong 
8 Libretto, 9 1893, 10 Sgt Haane.

Across
1. Fraudulent scheme 
(6)
4. Meagre (6)
9. Finished (4)
10. Speculation (10)
11. Thief (6)
12. Drug (8)
13. Stupid, dull (3-6)
15. Just (4)
16. Tumble (4)
17. Rate of 
occurrence (9)
21. Tonic (4-2-2)
22. Ridiculous (6)
24. Unfinished (10)
25. Bill (4)
26. Chanteuse (6)
27. Weigh up (6)
Down
1. Type of pasta (7)
2. Chocolate 
substitute (5)
3. Part of a film or 
book (7)
5. Verse (6)
6. Logic (9)
7. Previously (7)
8. Continuous (13)
14. Celebrated (4-5)
16. Pals (7)
18. Trembles (7)
19. Animal remains 
(7)

20. Place of worship (6)
23. Sword (5)

THE TOP 10
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Whakapapa River access history
• In response to the article “New permanent public access to the 

Whakapapa River celebrated…” I would just like to add a few facts 
that might help the story be a bit more accurate. As someone born 
and bred and living near the Stone Jug Road, Whakapapa river and 
surrounding area, I can confirm that first of all the Stone Jug Road is 
at Kakahi not Ōwhango, and that the Stone Jug Road used to continue 
all the way down to the river flats. It was fenced on both sides and 
continued right down to where a fence ran across the flats, allowing 
room for car parking and public access to the river. The Borough 
Council at the time also used this access to take metal from the river.

The river has changed its course over the years but originally the 
river was never at the bottom of the hill (as it is now). Beyond the 
fenced-off area where the river flats used to spread out, there was the 
old “Stone Jug” building to the left, and the Stone Jug Road to the right, 
which went all the way up the flats to where the river divided at the top 
of the Whakapapa Island. At that time most of the water went down 
the right-hand side of the Whakapapa Island and, as a Boy Scout, I 
remember camping on the river flats opposite where the river divided. 

Somewhere during the early 70’s the river started cutting in and 
eventually floods took away the Stone Jug building and the fencing 
and carpark at the bottom of the hill. After this flood, because there 
was now no fencing or carpark left and, for the safety of the public, 
Gerald Grey (the owner of the farm and land surrounding the Stone 
Jug road) employed me to pull the remaining Stone Jug road fencing 
down and put a gate at the top of the hill – where it still remains today. 

It’s good to see that access to the river is still available to the public.
Terence Brown, Whakapapa Road, Kakahi

Rare chance
• The current local government reforms give our region a rare chance 

to design institutions that endure. Rather than defaulting to a single, 
large amalgamated council, we should consider a federated structure 
linking Taupō, Ruapehu, Whanganui and Rangitīkei, a model grounded 
in shared landscapes, whakapapa and long‑standing relationships 
around Te Kāhui Maunga.

A federation would allow strategic coherence without erasing lo-
cal identity. Small communities such as Raetihi, Ōhura, Pīpīriki and 
Kākahi must not be lost inside a distant metropolitan centre. A feder-
ated approach keeps local voice intact while still reducing duplication 
and improving service delivery.

Crucially, iwi and hapū must shape any new structure from the out-
set. A permanent standing committee of iwi around the maunga would 
provide continuity, uphold settlement commitments, and ensure cul-
tural and environmental wellbeing remain central to decision‑making. 
This strengthens Māori participation and avoids the risk of reduced 
representation under a single super‑council, particularly in districts 
that recently rejected Māori wards.

The question is not what works for the next political cycle, but what 

will remain legitimate in 50 or 100 years. A federation grounded in 
whakapapa and shared landscapes offers a durable, community‑cen-
tred alternative that honours all our local identities and long‑term 
responsibility.

John Chapman, RDC councillor
Piece of rock

• Thank you for your explanation John Archer (Ruapehu Bulletin 
22 July).

No, I am not a scientist with vivid metaphorical images like Carl 
Jung. I think like most other normal humans, just can’t grasp the 
concept why nature is elevated to a level above the conscious realm 
like Mt Ruapehu, it looks so nice, it has many benefits, like skiing, 
snowboarding, but at the end of the day it is a piece of rock. 

It has nothing to do with my grandmother or grandfather.
If you choose to worship it, that is up to you.
Common sense would tell me the whole world was created for our 

benefit, rivers, streams, sun, sea, sand, trees and by using them we 
are not plundering human kind, we are benefitting human kind. If 
humans didn’t use resources given to them how long would humans 
last? It is not a pakeha concept. Did not Māori use resources? Don’t 
tell me they didn’t cut down trees – tell me how do you make a canoe?

You can use your right brain or left brain, the facts remain the same.
Ben Mitchell

In control
• I was awake and felt the house shaking, got up, no damage.
A reminder of who is still in control so I opened my bible to John 

1:3 all things were made by him, and without him was not anything 
made. And Colossians 1:16 for by him were all things created, that are 
in heaven, and in earth, visible and invisible. So two authors agreeing 
both Paul and John.

And Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21 say there will be earthquakes 
in diverse places, this is the time to put your trust in Jesus.

There are so many divergent heresies brought in by churches teach-
ing spiritism over the simple truth, many people are confused, the 
worship of nature, the climate, Mary anything else that would divert 
attention away from Jesus. It is not rocket science, the gospel is made 
easy for anyone with an open mind.

Samuel Marsden brought us the gospel in 1820, Captain James Cook 
read the bible to his crew every Sunday, why do we have so many 
different views today, that are causing stress, disorientation, confusion, 
especially youth suicide? Perhaps Matthew sums it up in Chapter 24:5 
– for many shall come in my name and shall deceive many.

Be careful what church you attend, and verify all statements by the 
scripture, Luke says he that built a house and digged deep and laid 
the foundation upon a rock and when the flood arose and the stream 
beat vehemently upon that house and could not shake it for it was 
founded upon a rock. 6:48.

Have a peaceful day.
Ben Mitchell

Amalgamation discussions
• On 9-10 July, myself, our Mayor, CE, Deputy Mayor and 

Councilor Gram travelled to Napier for a conference on council 

amalgamation forced onto us within an unrealistic timeline. Mayors, 
chairs CE’s and elected members from Gisborne to Tauarua, from 
Hastings to South Taranaki were there. 

Everything we have heard from our communities is mirrored in 
all our neighbours. Identity, self-determination, values and a bow-
wave of aging infrastructure, especially in the waters. Some $80 
billion needed, Countless bridges built after the Second World War 
and sustainable funding fit for the future.

The MC’s were Andy Watson, mayor of Rangitikei, and Craig 
Little, mayor of Wairoa. What a crack up he is – no wonder he’s 
been mayor for 15 years.

Each council got time to tell us all how they are tracking through 
this directive from government.

There were some very sharp presentations, even with some banter 
between councils, which was good for a laugh but well thought 
through and got their point across. Investing in glossy projects instead 
of stop banks for example.

One speaker referred to the Governments Headstart and Backstop 
proposals as Headcase and Backstab …not wrong.

I was a little surprised at our presentation. It didn’t mention any 
of some of the conversation I had heard round our council table.

Minister of local government Simon Watts zoomed, talking about 
a blank sheet for proposals but what matters is the outcome. If we 
oppose amalgamation then propose a better model, there needs to be 
more Central–Local Government partnership in funding. Regulations 
keep coming. Some councils said under Rates Capping in 10 years 
there will be serious issues.

What has been learnt is that one size does not fit all and what 
may work in urban areas may not work in rural areas. Minister Matt 
Patterson talked about tolling new roads; rates cap on core services; 
government taking on some Regional Council responsibilities. Some 
things should be handed back to central government and a national 
standard set and administered from. 

He also said local government works harder than Central 
government.

David ‘Rabbit’Nottage, RDC councillor

Letters rules
The Ruapehu Bulletin welcomes letters to the editor and points 

out that letters published do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the Bulletin or staff. All letters must carry a name, address and tele-
phone number for verification. The Editor reserves the right to edit 
and abridge letters.

Our policy is to give those named in letters a right of reply in the 
same issue, when possible. Letters will be published as space allows 
and not necessarily in the week that they are submitted. 

Letters must be no more than 300 words unless a prior arrange-
ment has been made. Letters are published with the writer’s name. 
We generally don’t accept nom de plumes unless a valid reason for 
needing to do so is supplied.

The editor reserves the right to reject any letter.
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Need advice on the area, activities or even the weather, call or stop in and see the team for firsthand knowledge.

Free phone: 0800 647 483. 
Email: isites@visitruapehu.com. 

Ohakune: 9am-4pm 
54 Clyde Street.
OHK: 06 3858427

Taumarunui: 9am- 4pm
Railway Station, 116 Hakiaha Street. 
TAU: 07 895 7494 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT PARTNERS

Willie Apiata, one of NZ’s Victoria Cross
recipients, has faced situations many of us

couldn’t dream of. 
But his insights into looking out for yourself and

your mates are relatable to everyone.
Register today for this unmissable event

Thursday August 6th
Doors open at 6pm, event
to start at 6.30pm
Raetihi Cosmopolitan Club

I’M GOOD…ARE YOU?
 WILLIE APIATA VC

Free Raetihi event to 
hear Willie Apiata VC 

One of New Zealand’s most respected 
leaders, Willie Apiata VC, will speak at an 
event in Raetihi, planned by the Ruapehu-
Whanganui Rural Support Trust, for a 
“free evening of inspiration, connection 
and conversation”.

The event forms part of the Rural Sup-
port Trust’s nationwide “I’m Good … 
Are You?” wellbeing series, which aims 
to encourage open conversations around 
resilience, leadership, mental wellbeing 
and looking out for one another.

A former New Zealand Special Air 
Service (NZSAS) soldier and recipient of 
the Victoria Cross, Willie Apiata is widely 
admired for his extraordinary courage, 
humility and authenticity. Through sharing 
his personal experiences, he offers practi-
cal insights into resilience, teamwork and 
supporting those around us.

Ruapehu-Whanganui Rural Support 
Trust chair Kate Berry says the Trust is 
delighted to be able to bring an event of 
this calibre to the local community.

“We’re incredibly proud to be hosting 
Willie Apiata in Raetihi. His story is inspir-
ing but, more importantly, his message is 
one that resonates with everyone. This is a 
free event that gives people the opportunity 
to come together, connect with others and 
hear honest conversations about resilience, 
wellbeing and looking after one another. 

“We encourage everyone to take advan-

tage of this opportunity and register before 
tickets run out.”

Berry says the evening is designed to be 
welcoming and relaxed, providing an op-
portunity for friends, families, neighbours, 
farming teams and workmates to come 
together, enjoy a light supper and hear 
real conversations that reflect the pressures 
and challenges many people experience in 
everyday life.

“These events are about strengthening 
our communities,” she says.

“When we make time to check in with 
each other and have genuine conversations, 
we build stronger, more connected rural 
communities. Whether you’re coming with 
your partner, your workmates or simply a 
friend, we know people will leave feeling 
inspired and reminded that they don’t have 
to face life’s challenges alone.”

While the event is free to attend, registra-
tions are essential as numbers are limited.

The Ruapehu-Whanganui Rural Sup-
port Trust extends its sincere thanks to the 
organisations and sponsors whose support 
has made these events possible for rural 
communities across New Zealand, includ-
ing BDO New Zealand, Craigs Investment 
Partners, Fonterra, Greenlea Foundation 
Trust, Farmlands Co-operative, Property 
Brokers, Rural Industry Leaders, Pioneer 
Brand Products, NZP Power, Farming New 
Zealand, Ravensdown NZ, Young Farmers 
and Farmstrong.

Willie Apiata, VC, will speak at Raetihi on Thursday next week.

Secondary schools sports 
awards nominations open 

Sport Whanganui is calling on schools, sports clubs, 
coaches, teammates, whānau and the wider community 
to help recognise the region’s outstanding young athletes, 
with nominations now open for the 2026 Mitre 10 MEGA 
Whanganui Secondary School Sports Awards. 

Nominations close on Friday 2 October. 
The awards, which celebrate excellence in secondary 

school sport across Whanganui, Ruapehu and Rangitīkei, 
will be held on Wednesday, 28 October 2026.

The annual awards recognise the dedication, commit-
ment and achievements of young people who have excelled 
in their chosen sports. Whether it’s representing their 
school, region or New Zealand internationally, breaking 
records, or showing exceptional leadership, Sport Whan-
ganui wants to hear about these achievements. 

Eligible achievements must have taken place between 1 
October 2025 and 30 September 2026. Categories include 
Junior and Senior Team of the Year, Junior and Senior 

National Sportsman and Sportswoman of the Year, Junior 
and Senior International Sportsman and Sportswoman of 
the Year, Official of the Year, Coach of the Year, Disabled 
Sportsperson of the Year, and Contribution to Leadership. 

Sports clubs are invited to make nominations from 
within their own organisations to ensure their achieve-
ments are recognised.  

“Every year we’re amazed by the talent, dedication and 
perseverance of young athletes across our region, but we 
can only recognise those who are nominated. We encour-
age schools, clubs and coaches to take the time to submit a 
nomination, even if you think someone else already will,” 
Panel judge, Cath Cheatley says. 

“Don’t be shy about singing an athlete’s praises – that’s 
exactly what a nomination is for. Results are important, 
but so is the story behind them. The more you tell us, the 
better we can understand the athlete’s achievements.”

Nominations etc, see www.sportwhanganui.co.nz
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Lower rates.
Sustainable
services.
Rates are too high for many people in our district.
As we prepare the 2027–2037 Long-Term Plan we need to understand where money can be 
saved as we face higher costs, funding limits, and changes to the way services are delivered.
Tell us what services matter most to you, and where we might change, or even stop services, 
to help keep rates down and aligned with local government reform. 

LIBRARIES YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY TOURISM 

AND VISITOR 
SERVICES

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

COMMUNITY AND BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT

COMMUNITY AND 
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

ROADING

RUBBISH AND 
RECYCLING

POLICY AND STRATEGYCOMMUNICATIONS

Do we have too many libraries? 
Should we buy fewer books and 
have more digital services? 
Should the library have user fees? 
Could we reduce library opening 
hours? What library services 
could we maintain, increase, 
decrease or stop?

Should we undertaking economic 
development? If so, should we be 
doing it ourselves or have shared 
services with another council as 
we currently do?

Do we have too many 
public toilets? Could 
we reduce mowing on 
berms and lower user 
reserves? How many halls 
and swimming pools do 
we need? Should we be 
expanding walking and 
cycling trails?

Should we have a role in supporting 
community and business development? 
Is the Pride of Place Fund important? 
Should funding be set aside for certain 
community facilities and services?

Should we have climate change and 
sustainability strategies and policies? 
Should we be measuring our carbon 
footprint? Should we be working on 
regional climate change planning?

Should we have a role in 
supporting youth development? 
Do you support having a Youth 
Council? Should ratepayers be 
funding youth leadership and 
skill development?

Should we continue investing in 
destination marketing and leading 
national and regional tourism 
partnerships? What should we do 
with the mobile and Taumarunui 
isites?

Should we continue with food scrap 
collection and waste education? 
Do we have too many small Transfer 
Stations. Should we reduce the 
number of street bins?

Should Council continue to 
advocate on behalf of the 
District? Should we develop 
local Policies that are not 
legally required?

Should road investment be prioritised on 
how much they are used? What should 
happen with roads and bridges that 
serve only one or a few properties?

What do you feel 
about the current 
level of information, 
advertising, promotion, 
document design and 
opportunities to have 
your say?

You can 
pick-up a paper 

copy of the 
questions from 

any Council 
office
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Undertakes unpaid work - going 
above and beyond the call of duty 
consistently for no personal gain

Has made a significant contribution 
over an extended period of time - 
sacrifice of time and resources. 

Works was for the benefit of the 
community - participation in a range 
of activities.

Nomination forms and more 
info is available from: 
ruapehudc.govt.nz
Nomination forms can also be picked 
up from your local Council office.
Queries: Kay.Kidd@ruapehudc.govt.nz
                  027 579 5079

2026 NOMINATIONS
- NOW OPEN -

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO

Scrapping iwi-council agreements ‘another 
blow’ for Māori: says Mariekura

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy 
Reporting

Ngāti Rangi says the Government 
decision to remove protections for Mana 
Whakahono ā Rohe agreements (MWāR) 
undermines promises made in its Treaty 
settlement and raises doubts over the 
Crown’s commitment to rebuilding its 
relationship with iwi.

Te Tōtarahoe o Paerangi chair Tomai-
rangi Mareikura said the move undermined 
years of collaborative work between iwi 
and local councils and was a significant 
setback for Treaty relationships.

“It defies belief that with one stroke of 
the pen, lobbyists can influence govern-
ment to overlook the value of relation-
ships with iwi, and in doing so, act in a 
way which privileges one group of New 
Zealanders over another,” Mareikura said.

The decision had left the iwi “dispirited 
and demoralised”.

“It feels like another disillusioning 
blow to the Treaty relationship when the 
Crown fails to uphold the commitments 
and responsibilities that it has entered into 
with iwi.”

Ngāti Rangi has been working with Rua-
pehu, Whanganui and Rangitīkei district 
councils and Horizons Regional Council 
to establish a formal role in planning and 
environmental decision-making through 
a MWāR.

The criticism follows changes to Re-
source Management Act (RMA) replace-
ments, the Planning Bill and Natural 
Environment Bill.

The Bills were reported back by the 
Environment Select Committee to Parlia-
ment this week, which removed protections 
for MWāR after Cabinet reconsidered the 
policy.
Guardrails

The Government had initially planned 
for MWāR to transfer to the new RMA 
system, but RMA Reform Minister Chris 
Bishop said on Monday last week that 
the agreements giving iwi a formal role 
in planning decisions would be scrapped.

Councils would instead have the option 
of entering into new “narrowly scoped” iwi 
participation agreements, setting out how 
iwi authorities take part in statutory plan-
ning processes and those that give effect 
to Treaty settlements.

“Clear guardrails will be included in 
the legislation to prevent scope creep,” 
Bishop said.

Mareikura said the move reflected the 
growing influence of lobbying groups over 
public policy, highlighting the recently 
passed Game Animal (Herds of Special 
Interest) Amendment Bill as another 
example.

“It is a tragic indictment on our political 
system when special interest groups are 
exerting undue influence over fair and just 
policy making.”
Farmers take credit

Federated Farmers took credit for the 
Government scrapping of the council-iwi 
agreements. In a statement, Federated 
Farmers said it called on the Government 
to end the rush by councils to sign Mana 
Whakahono ā Rohe agreements.

“We’re really pleased the Government 
has listened,” Federated Farmers RMA 
Reform spokesperson Mark Hooper said.

Ngāti Rangi settled its historical Treaty 
claims in 2018. In settlement legislation, 
the Crown acknowledged it had failed to 
honour its Treaty partnership with the iwi 
and committed to rebuilding the relation-
ship “based on Te Tiriti o Waitangi and its 
principles”.

Mareikura said the policy reversal 
breached that commitment by disregarding 
agreements negotiated in good faith with 
local government.

It “significantly undermines” the settle-
ment process, she said.
Spirit of co-operation

Mareikura said the agreements had 
enabled collaboration on cultural heritage 
protection, climate resilience, environmen-
tal management and data sharing.

“We were determined to work together 
with local government in a spirit of co-op-
eration; to guide our relationships, includ-
ing around planning, consenting, monitor-
ing and environmental management.”

Horizons chair Nikki Riley said the 
regional council had received “an awful 
lot” of iwi requests to initiate agreements 
“in a very short time”.

“The bulk of our iwi would have been 
looking to engage in MWāR prior to yes-
terday’s decision,” Riley said on Tuesday.

However, no agreements had yet been 
completed.

“We have MOUs and simpler versions 
of iwi agreements that we’ve been working 
on for many years, but no initiations had 
been formally received by council. Staff 
had been working on them and a lot of 
work had gone into them.”

Riley said she was confident there 
would be a new pathway for iwi-council 
engagement.

“What that looks like, I don’t know. 
We’re all in limbo until these laws are 
passed. It’s difficult to see a pathway for-

Te Tōtarahoe o Paerangi chair Tomairangi Mareikura says years of work with local councils has been undermined, 
setting back relationships with the Crown. Photo: Tuakana Te Tana.

Horizons Regional Council chair Nikki Riley says most iwi in the region would have 
sought a Mana Whakahono ā Rohe arrangement. Photo: Tuakana Te Tana.

Turn to Page 10



8  • RUAPEHU BULLETIN  29 July 2026

Web Tech Design

Ph 0210 56 76 70

Septic Tank Work

Ph 06 388 0452

Bennett’s Septic Tank 
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, 
grease traps.

Call us for fast efficient 
service.

Phone Chris 06-388-0452

NEW LOCATION
Next to BP Ohakune

Open Monday – Friday 8am – 4pm
Saturday & Sunday CLOSED. Hire by arrangement

P 027 2799 724    E ohakunehire@xtra.co.nz

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF HIRE 
EQUIPMENT. SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

FOR THE BIG JOBS:
 digger hire, cherry pickers, 
pumps, wood splitters, 
generators, car trailers, post 
hole borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, rollers & 
compactors, portable trencher

Marquee Hire
Tree & Garden Services

Ph 021 951 962

Garden maintenance & landscaping
Tree care and removal

Landscape design and installation

Over two decades of experience in commercial 
and private tree & garden management

Fully qualified and insured

Contact us today for a free consultation or 
estimate – email treeshapeltd@gmail.com

Property Maintenance / Cleaning

021 886509 or 021 0782419

• General Cleaning
• Property Maintenance

• Carpet Cleaning
• Water Blasting Services
• Floor polishing/buffing

For a free no obligation quote call:
RAY 021 886 509 or MAURICE 021 078 2419

Or visit: www.rccpml.co.nz

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

FOR YOUR 
BUILDING PROJECT 

& DIY NEEDS
MON to FRI – 7.30am – 5pm

SAT 9am –midday

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Experts Experts ~~ at your service at your service

Concrete Services

Jasper 027 840 2222 | Norm 027 511 1166

MCP TAUPO – MORE THAN CONCRETE
Taupo’s No.1 Concrete Service

Locally owned and family-built, MCP Taupo delivers 
quality concrete solutions you can trust.

From house slabs and driveways to commercial 
floors and civil works — concrete done right.

3 Free site check & quote 3 Full prep, pour & finish 
3 800+ projects completed

Strength in Every Pour – Built Right from the 
Ground Up

www.mcptaupo.co.nz
Email admin@mcptaupo.co.nz | 800 Rakaunui Rd, Taupo

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 444 2058 Bruce 021 0389288 Alan

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering

For everything Ohakune, visit

www.
ohakune.
info

Note:Note:
Call Jude to bo

ok this 

space for
 next w

eek.

Only cost
s $$36.6136.61+GST each 

week for 50 weeks, in 

colour!
Other options av

ailable.

p: 06-385-8532

e: ads@
ruapehubulletin.co

.nz

Manaakitanga on the streets of Ohakune
By Nicolas Schneyer
Kaimahi (support staff) 

from Ngāti Rangi were 
outside New World in 
Ohakune on Monday with 
a koha kai stand, grilling 
sausages and handing out 
sandwiches free of charge 
to anyone passing by on a 
sunny afternoon.

Rua Eagle, who leads Te 
Whare Āhuru, Ngāti Ran-
gi’s housing programme, 
was among those present. 
Asked about the initiative, 
she said warmly: “Our mahi 
is to provide for the wider 
community.”

The stand was organised 
by Ngā Waihua o Paerangi, 
Ngāti Rangi’s charitable 
trust, and more specifi-
cally by Pae Whakakā, one 
of five operational teams 
through which the trust 
delivers services to whānau and the wider community. Pae Whakakā’s 
kaimahi work as kaiārahi and navigators, walking alongside whānau to 
help them work towards their own goals, whether that’s around housing, 
finances, or simply staying connected.

This is also the team that carries Whānau Ora into the community locally. 
Whānau Ora is a national government initiative launched in 2010, backed 
by an initial $134.3 million in funding over four years. It works through 
provider collectives and, since 2014, through regional commissioning agen-
cies, with kaiārahi and navigators delivering support directly to whānau.

At its core, Pae Whakakā is about accompanying whānau through the 
hardships they can face, at every stage of life, and making a concrete 
difference on a local scale, as close as possible to whānau themselves. 

Over the years, the team has lent a careful ear to what whānau in 
Ruapehu actually need. Past projects have included funding for multiple 
kaupapa and business projects held by local whanaū. Alongside this, Te 
Uru Ahupūtea offers financial literacy support, Te Whare Āhuru focuses 
on housing, and Whānau Manahou rounds out the team’s work with 
whānau across the rohe.

Free sausages were there for the taking outside New World on Monday, part of Ngāti Rangi’s charitable trust 
activities. Photo: Nicolas Schneyer.

New mental 
health teams 
announced

Mental Health Minister Matt Doocey has recently 
announced the remaining six locations for new mental 
health co-response teams, marking another step in the 
Government’s rollout of a better crisis response for New 
Zealanders experiencing mental distress.

The locations include MidCentral and Whanganui, 
which covers the Rangitikei Electorate.

“We’re transforming the way emergency services 
respond to people in mental distress by ensuring more 
New Zealanders receive a mental health response, rather 
than a criminal justice response when they call 111,” Mr 
Doocey says.

“It is utterly unacceptable that, for too long, when a 
concerned mum, dad, friend or colleague calls 111 looking 
for a mental health response, they have received a criminal 
justice response. New Zealanders deserve better.”

Rangitikei MP Suze Redmayne supports the move.
“This is welcome news for Rangitīkei. Co-response 

teams are already making a real difference across New 
Zealand. The evidence shows a reduction in the use of 
powers under the Mental Health Act, fewer people needing 
to go to an emergency department or police station, and 
an increase in wraparound support for people in distress.”

Doocey said that Budget 2025 funded ten new co-
response teams, tripling the number available across the 
country. 

Turn to Page 12
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Tree Felling & Firewood

Phone Jack 027 314 7095

ON-SITE TREE FELLING & FIREWOOD SPECIALISTS

TURN UNWANTED TREES INTO 
VALUABLE FIREWOOD

• Tree felling	 • Dangerous & dead trees
• Wind-thrown & hung-up trees	 • Hedge & shelterbelt work
• Section clearing	 • 6T & 1.7T diggers	
• 6T tip truck services	 • On-site firewood processing

Professional - Reliable - Local Service
Free quotes – Fully insured

Covering the wider Ruapehu district
JK Contracting

Experts Experts ~~ at your service at your service

Ohakune Landscape Supplies

Ph 0800 926 315

- Huge range of Pebbles	 - Builders mix
- Mulch	 - Sand	 - White chip
- Bark	 - Topsoil	 - Pavers
- Pea Straw	 - Bagged Garden Fertilisers
- Rail & Mac Sleepers

~ Call to arrange supply ~ FREE loan trailer ~
~ eftpos available ~

Email: Ohakune.landscape@gmail.com

Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 027 436 1075

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing & Drainlaying
•	 Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of 

all pumps
•	 Fires & Solar 
•	 5 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck

“Your local Registered Certifier”

Call Brian 027 436 1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE

Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 

vehicles, wheel alignments, computer 
diagnostics, warrant of fitness 

inspections, parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service & sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune – Raetihi – Rangataua –

Horopito – National Park – Whanganui

Land development

Ph 027 685 4854

Marquee Hire

Auto Services

Ph 027 863 7454

Locally owned and operated 
by mechanic Daniel Norris. 

WOF $75 car, $45 trailer

Ruapehu Motors
Cnr Seddon St and Valley Rd, Raetihi.

For enquiries, please phone Daniel

Earthworks

Ph 027 289 4404

HAITANA EARTHWORKS
14 tonne digger

 14 tonne wheel digger

 Tip truck

 Supply of metal,
   scoria and boulders

Farm work, section & 
driveways, rock walls

Curtains & Blinds

Ph 022 307 2627

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill.Cut down on your power bill.  
Go gas hot water & heating Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.– supplied and installed.
Call for a consultation.Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 orPhone Denise 027 482 7488 or

EmailEmail
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nzaccounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Breathing new life into Whakapapa Holiday Park
Warm and welcoming – that’s the new 

feel at Whakapapa Holiday Park lodge fol-
lowing a major refresh signalling a new era 
of investment in Whakapapa Village and 
Tongariro National Park, says DOC project 
manager Jeremy Gadd.

The holiday park is owned by the Depart-
ment of Conservation (DOC), and operates 
under management agreement with Te 
Hokinga Limited.

Gadd says the transformation of the lodge 
includes insulation and effective heating 
solutions, along with a new paint job and a 
refreshed interior.

“It’s a far more welcom-
ing and comfortable place 
for visitors, somewhere 
you’d want to return to at 
the end of the day after ex-
ploring the park,” he says.

“We’re incredibly fortu-
nate to have worked with 
so many valued partners, 
including Dulux, whose 
paint sponsorship helped 
make this project possible.”

The 32-bed lodge is pop-
ular with school groups and 
other large parties seeking 
affordable, on-site accom-
modation in the heart of 
Whakapapa Village.

Te Hokinga Ltd Director 

Te Ngaehe Wanikau says the refurbishment 
reflects a shared commitment to caring for 
one of Aotearoa’s most significant places.

“Tongariro National Park holds a special 
place in the hearts of our people, and we want 
visitors to enjoy an experience that reflects 
the mana of this landscape,” says Wanikau.

“We are proud to be part of a partnership 
investing in the future of Whakapapa Village 
and supporting people to connect with this 
remarkable place.”

DOC Tongariro operations manager Libby 
O’Brien says Tongariro National Park is 
special and warrants continued investment.

Exterior reno, before and after: a lick of paint and some fresh glazing. Photo: Citycare Property.

DOC project lead Jeremy Gadd with Te Hokinga Ltd 
director Te Ngaehe Wanikau at the completion of the 
upgrades. Photo: DOC.

“This project demonstrates what can be achieved when 
we work collectively, to enhance visitor experiences in 
a dual World Heritage national park.

“We want every visitor to have a positive and memo-
rable experience, wherever they go in the park,” says 
O’Brien.  “That’s what we’re working towards.”
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CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.
FOR
SALE BUSINESS NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

BUSINESS 
NOTICES

www.
ohakune.

info

TRIENNIAL OWNERS 
GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Triennial 
Owners General Meeting of Ngāporo 
Waimarino Forest Trust will be held.

Friday, 28 August 2026.
Pūtiki Marae – 30 Takarangi Street, Putiki, 

Whanganui.
Registration: from 7:30am.

Meeting Time: 9:00am – 1:00pm

AGENDA
1.	 Apologies.
2.	 Previous Triennial Owners General 

Meeting Minutes.
3.	 Chair’s Report.
4.	 Committee Reports.
5.	 Financial Reports.
6.	 Appointment of Auditor.
7.	 Appointment of Accountant.
8.	 Trustee Elections (3 vacancies: Paora 

Haitana, Johanne Patel, and Oriwia 
Hohaia-Hall).

9.	 General Business.

Owners materials can be collected at 
166 Wicksteed St, Whanganui 4500 (the 
Office) from 8 August 2026 or from www.
ngaporowaimarino.com. Owners are invited 
to submit General Business through the 
Secretary at secretary@ngaporowaimarino.
co.nz or 06 345 1166 by 7 August 2026. 
Trustee Nomination forms can be obtained 
from the Office or www.ngaporowaimarino.
com for submission to the Secretary from 
9:00am 24 July 2026 to 9:00am 7 August 
2026.

Ngā manaakitanga,
Tāwhiao McMaster, Chair

Deadline for all advertising bookings and copy is

5pm Fridays!
It’s important that we get your ad booking and copy in on time, so that we have time to check 

it, plan the best layout and work on producing a better paper for you!

Ohakune Health Hub
In pain? Let us help.

Experienced care in Osteopathy, Physiotherapy, 
Massage and Acupuncture – effective treatment for:
- Musculoskeletal pain - headaches & concussion - 

post-operative recovery - and much more.

ACC registered | 77–79 Clyde St, Ohakune
Book online: www.ohakuneosteo.co.nz

FIREWOOD 4 SALE. Mixed 
blend, pine, wattle, lawson, 
$120 per cube delivered 
local, two cube loads 
minimum, txt Jock 0273 
602 700.

Waimarino
Health Shuttle
Need to get to a health
appointment in Whanganui or 
Palmerston North?

Book on 0800 266 547
Bookings must be made 24 hours in advance. 

Contact us between Monday to Friday
8.30am and 3.00pm

Premium Ruapehu Lowline 
Angus x Jersey branded beef, 

raised locally in Raetihi.

Once You Taste It, 
You’ll Understand

Tender, marbled, full of flavour — calm handling and 
stress-free transport for the best taste.

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

René: 021 24 24 211  www.ruapehulowlineangus.co.nz

WATER TROUGHS, cattle 
or sheep. Different sizes. 
Delivered price quoted. Ph 
0800-487-633.

Ruapehu Mayor
Weston Kirton

To arrange a meeting 
or call back please 
phone Council on 

06 385 8364 or email: 
kay.kidd@ruapehudc.

govt.nz

PUBLIC NOTICES
Section 101, Sale and 
Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Ohakune Food Barn Limited 
has made an application 
to the District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu 
District Council for Renewal 
of Off Licence in respect 
of the premises situated 
at 12–14 Goldfinch Street, 
Ohakune known as New 
World Ohakune. The general 
nature of the business to be 
conducted under the licence 
is that of a Supermarket.  
The days on which and the 
hours during which alcohol 
is intended to be sold under 
the licence are: Monday – 
Sunday: 7.00am – 9.00pm.
The application may be 
inspected during ordinary 
office hours at the office 
of the Ruapehu District 
Licensing Committee at 
Ruapehu District Council, 59-
63 Huia Street, Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled 
to object and who wishes 
to object to the issue of the 
licence may, not later than 
25 working days after the 
date of the publication of 
this notice, file a notice in 
writing of the objection with 
the Secretary of the District 
Licensing Committee at 
Ruapehu District Council, 
Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui 
3946.
No objections to the issue 
of a licence may be made 
in relation to a matter other 
than a matter specified in 
section 105(1) of the Sale 
and Supply of Alcohol Act 
2012.
This is the second 
publication of this notice. 
The first notice was 
published on 22 July 2026.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Ngā Waihua o
Paerangi Trust
August Clinics

By appointment/drop In
Personal health nurse - appointments are available 
on request in Raetihi or Ohakune, contact Donna 027 491 
2183– (free cervical screening)

SERVICES AVAILABLE

Kaupapa Māori mental health and addictions 
(Rebecca)
Supporting/ addressing needs of tangata whaiora
Drug & alcohol intervention
After hours emergencies – mental health assessment & 
treatment team 0800 653 358

Whānau Ora (Tina, Darnella, Sylvia, Virginia)
Wrap around services for those with high health and 
social needs. 
Advice and advocacy support 
Support for GP practice 

Tamariki Ora (Tina and Katherine) 
Well child checks for pēpi 0-5 years
Kaiawhina aditional support

Bowel Screening 
If you have any queries relating to the bowel screening 
project, please contact Darnella Hawira 0272 455 278, 
Darnella.Hawira@ngatirangi.com 

He Puna Ora (Toni-Renee) 
Building capability and knowledge within māmā, using 
mātauranga Māori as a solution to support change. 
Improve the well-being of children by addressing 
the needs of māmā and strengthening the whānau 
environment. Every Monday, 11am – 2pm at Ngati Rangi 
Health Centre. 

Offices Closed
All offices will be closed on Wednesday 12 August due 
to Hauora Day. 

Ear Clinic
Ear suction clinic Wednesday 19 August from 9am – 
2.30pm. Please call Katherine to book an appointment. 

Appointments/More Information Contact Admin 
Mon-Fri- 8.30am-5pm  06 3859 580/0, 0274 758 347 or 
email Katherine.Herewini@ngatirangi.com 

We have an AED Defibrillator available on site.

PUBLIC NOTICES
Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Wicked Edge Limited has made an application to the 
District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District Council 
for the Renewal and Variation of an On Licence in 
respect of the premises situated at 4 Thames Street, 
Ohakune known as The Kitchen. The variation refers to 
the following: Extension of the licenced area to include 
the outdoor area at the rear of the premises. The general 
nature of the business to be conducted under the licence 
is that of a Restaurant/Tavern.  The days on which and the 
hours during which alcohol is intended to be sold under 
the licence are:
Monday - Sunday: 8.00am – 2.00am the following day.
Alfresco Dining: Monday – Sunday: 9.00am – 10.00pm.
The application may be inspected during ordinary office 
hours at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia Street, 
Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to 
object to the issue of the licence may, not later than 25 
working days after the date of the publication of this 
notice, file a notice in writing of the objection with the 
Secretary of the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu 
District Council, Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui 3946.
No objections to the renewal of a licence may be made in 
relation to a matter other than a matter specified in section 
131 of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.
This is the first publication of this notice.

ward until that RMA replacement lands.”
Diminished voice

Horizons councillor Elijah Pue said the change dimin-
ishes Māori voice.

“It returns us back to iwi participation agreements estab-
lished in the 70s and 80s. It didn’t work then, it certainly 
doesn’t work now and it’s not going to work in the future.”

The decision was a reaction to “fear-mongering and 
suspicion” that the agreements line iwi pockets with 
money, Pue said.

“There is no money in it. This is about including those 
people from that community in regulatory processes for 
the better of the environment. There is nothing else in it 
for Māori.”

Pue acknowledged there had been some issues with iwi 
participation in regulatory processes.

“In some cases it has become quite cumbersome for 
some applicants. That is no reason to throw the baby out 
with the bathwater.

“Our community knows what’s right for our community. 
We don’t need to be told by Wellington and certainly not 
by this Government what’s right and wrong. It brings 
into question the role and function of local government 
altogether.”

LDR is local body journalism co-funded by RNZ and 
NZ On Air

Scrapping 
iwi-council 
agreements 
‘another blow’

Horizons councillor Elijah Pue says the Government’s 
change will diminish Māori voice in environmental 
planning decisions. Photo: Tuakana Te Tana.
From Page 7

Ohakune Squash 
Twenty one teams have registered for an Ohakune 

Squash Club business house teams competition to be run 
over the next seven weeks. After a registration and practice 
run last Thursday, teams have been split into three pools 
and matches start this Thursday as per the draw on the 
club Facebook page.

The club is hosting a doubles tournament this weekend 
with several out-of-town players entered.

Next week several players are away in Christchurch ei-
ther playing in the New Zealand secondary school champs 
or traveling as supporters. Ruapehu College is sending 
three teams for the first time.  The girls A team is seeded 
second with the girls B team seeded tenth.
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Rangataua 26 Miharo Street 

Open Home 

Timeless Lockwood charm

Positioned on a generous, flat 1,012sqm (more or less) section, this

inviting three-bedroom Lockwood home offers the perfect blend of

warmth, character, comfort, and lifestyle. Step inside and you'll

immediately appreciate the timeless appeal of the natural timber

interior, where an open fire sits at the heart of the home, creating a

cosy gathering place through the cooler months. The open-plan

kitchen, dining, and living spaces flow effortlessly to a north-facing,

partially covered macrocarpa deck, perfect for entertaining, relaxing

with family and friends, or simply soaking up the peaceful

surroundings.

3 1 1

For Sale $390,000

View Wed 5 Aug 1.00 - 1.30pm

Sat 8 Aug 1.00 - 1.30pm

Web pb.co.nz/OHU231156

Property Brokers Ltd Licensed REAA 2008 | pb.co.nz

Alexis Gault

M 022 054 3510

School’s booming 
name snow gun

A local school’s long-standing connec-
tion with Mt Ruapehu has been recognised, 
after winning Whakapapa Ski Area’s 2026 
“Name a Snow Gun” competition.

Hayley Brown, a teacher at Kuratau 
School, submitted the winning entry, 
nominating the school in recognition of its 
special history with the maunga.

“For generations, Kuratau School stu-
dents have travelled to Whakapapa to learn 
to ski and snowboard in Happy Valley, with 
thousands of young people taking their 
first turns on snow through the school’s 
ski programme,” says Whakapapa Ski Area 
marketing manager Phil Lemalu. 

“Inspired by this enduring tradition, 
Whakapapa’s newest snow gun has of-
ficially been named ‘Kuratau Cannon’.

“The Kuratau Cannon now stands 
proudly in Happy Valley, where it will help 

produce snow for the next generation of 
beginner skiers and snowboarders, while 
celebrating the school’s contribution to 
introducing young New Zealanders to the 
mountains.”

Lemalu said the competition attracted 
a range of creative entries, but Kuratau 
School’s story stood out.

“The connection between Kuratau 
School and Happy Valley spans genera-
tions. So many young people have expe-
rienced snow for the first time through 
school trips, and it’s fitting that one of 
our snow guns now celebrates that legacy. 
We congratulate Hayley and the Kuratau 
School community on their winning entry.”

Visitors are encouraged to keep an eye 
out for the Kuratau Cannon next time 
they’re in Happy Valley and snap a photo 
when they spot it.

Hayley Brown, Kuratau School, pictured with the ‘Kuratau Cannon’ and one of her 
pupils. Photo supplied.

“Before this investment, there were just 
five teams; when the rollout is complete, 
there will be fifteen. That’s a significant 
expansion that will ensure more New 
Zealanders can access the right support.

“What’s particularly important about this 
next phase is that many of these locations 
will serve our rural communities. We know 
people living in rural New Zealand can face 
additional barriers to accessing support, 
whether that’s longer travel distances or 
more limited access to the range of mental 

health services available in urban areas.
“These communities know what works 

best for them. The new Co-Response 
Teams will be designed to meet the unique 
needs of the locations. Health and Police 
will work together to tailor their approach 
for the district and community.

“These locations were selected based 
on demand and need, using data including 
emergency department presentations, crisis 
contacts, engagement with specialist men-
tal health services and suicide statistics.

New mental health 
teams announced
From Page 8

Skiing the Sky Waka: Mt Ruapehu’s skifields are looking very good at this stage of the season, in contrast to the 
last few years. Photo: Whakapapa.


