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Ohakune’s response to water cut 
prompts community Kirton thanks

Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton has acknowledged the disruption caused 
by Ohakune’s recent water supply emergency while praising the extraordinary 
community-wide effort to support the town and safely restore its water supply.

This follows Ohakune running out of water after earthquake damage to the 
raw water main feeding the treatment plant, with the town out of water from 
Sunday morning, 9 August, until Tuesday evening, 11 August.

Numerous residents, as well as a councillor based in Raetihi, have demanded 
answers as to how the disruption was caused and criticising the response.

“This was an extremely difficult event for Ohakune, and I want to thank 
everyone for their patience and understanding,” said Kirton.

“The response was a massive undertaking involving Council’s water and 
Civil Defence teams, Veolia, regional Civil Defence staff, Ngāti Rangi, partner 
agencies, elected members, volunteers and many others.

“The many people who stepped forward to distribute water, support residents, 
share information and help wherever they could demonstrated the strength and 
resilience of the Ohakune community.”

As well as the Ohakune volunteers, others stepped in, including a group of 
about 15 Raetihi residents who helped distribute printed boil water notices 
on Tuesday.

Kirton said the messages of encouragement and support posted on social 
media had been greatly appreciated by responders.

“Many of the people involved worked extremely long hours under very dif-
ficult circumstances during both the response and recovery,” he said.

“Knowing that their efforts were recognised and supported by the community 
meant a great deal to them.”
Thorough review

Kirton noted that, as with any emergency event, Council would undertake 
a thorough review of the response to identify lessons and opportunities for 
improvement.

“This review is about learning from what happened and ensuring we are 
better prepared for future events,” he said.

“We need to understand what worked well, where improvements can be 
made and what further safeguards may be practical.”

Kirton added that RDC also needs to find a fair and sustainable funding 
solution for critical projects such as replacing the raw water pipeline.

“Previous funding programmes such as the Tourism Infrastructure Fund, 
which helped smaller councils meet infrastructure pressures created by high 
visitor numbers, are no longer available,” he said.

“It is unreasonable to expect our relatively small number of water users to 
carry the full cost of infrastructure needed to service a major visitor destina-
tion such as Ohakune.

“Our immediate focus has been on restoring the water supply safely.
“The next step is to learn from this event, strengthen the resilience of the 

network and pursue the investment needed to provide Ohakune with a more 
secure water supply for the future.”
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Sod turned for Waiouru playground
The first sod was turned for the 
Waiouru Playground project 
at the reserve adjacent to 
the Waiouru Police Station on 
Thursday – a project almost 10 
years in the making. The project 
will cost around $300,000, with 
most of the funds coming from 
outside sources to add to the 
allocation from the Ruapehu 
District Council, plus staff time. 
Earlier consultation involved 
choosing a site, with several 
locations mooted. From left, 
is WO2 Paul Tamatea, RDC 
councillor Rabbit Nottage, 
community board member Colin 
Pakai, and Waiouru Policeman 
Shane Rowland. Photo: RDC.

Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton at the Ohakune Water Treatment Plant. He said that the next step is to learn from the 
recent event, strengthen the resilience of the network and pursue the investment needed to provide Ohakune with a more 
secure water supply for the future. Photo: RDC.
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THE CYPRUS TREE
79 Clyde St, Ohakune	 Ph: 06 385 8857
Warm fires, seasonal food, local wines and craft beers.  A 
welcoming place for locals and visitors alike, with a playroom 
for the kids and a relaxed atmosphere for friends, families and 
celebrations. Proudly serving the Ruapehu community for more 
than 20 years. Open every day. 

UTOPIA CAFÉ
47 Clyde St, Ohakune	 Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 8am – 3pm for all day breakfast and lunch. 
Serving Havana Coffee. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a 
great range of cabinet food and beverages, Frappé and smoothies. 
Vegan/Gluten-free options for both savoury and sweet are 
available. Speedy free Wi-Fi! A perfect place for everybody! 

LKNZ LODGE & CAFE
1 Rata St, Ohakune	 Ph: 027 257 LKNZ (5569)
Open every day. Menu includes our delicious big breakfast, 
creamy mushrooms, homemade soups, wedges, nachos, 
toasties, waffles and more ... Volcanic coffee, muffins & scones, 
real fruit smoothies and thick shakes. Dine in or takeaway. Onsite 
parking. www.lknz.co.nz

KINGS BAR & RESTAURANT
3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction	 Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by international 
chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and craft breweries 
including award winning Ruapehu Brewing Co beers in the fridge 
and on tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Please check 
our open times as these will vary.

Eating out in the 
Ruapehu District

Call 06 385 8532 to list your business here 
or email ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the mountain road	 Ph: 06 385 8888
For over 35 years, The Powderkeg has been serving up exceptional 
food and service in a warm, welcoming atmosphere. Whether 
you’re enjoying a sunny afternoon on our spacious balcony or 
indulging in our weekly specials like Sushi Fridays and Smokehouse 
Sundays, there’s always something to look forward to. Join us for 
an unforgettable dining experience and follow us on Instagram @
powderkegbar for the latest updates and mouthwatering offers! 
Open daily 7am till late

FOR MORE DETAILS, GO TO OHAKUNE.INFO 

IT'S FREE TO LIST SO PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU 
HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP ...

ADS@RUAPEHUBULLETIN.CO.NZ
LINK YOUR EVENT TO EVENTFINDA FOR FREE

Ruapehu Events
& What’s On

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune

06-385-8433   tcb.nz

For all your ski board and bike rental needs

AUGUST 2026

Winter Art Exhibition	 23 Aug - 6 Sept
Paul Stieglbauer - paul@4thames.co.nz

Retro Day	 3 Oct
Paul Stieglbauer - paul@4thames.co.nz

SEPTEMBER 2026

Waimarino Art Awards	 26 Sept - 2 Oct
See WaimarinoArtAwards.org.nz for more information

Community and Emergency Services
Alzheimers Whanganui Inc – Email admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz or for support phone 06-345 8833
Budget Advice – Email waimarinobudgetservices@gmail.com or phone 027 259 5285.
CCS Disability Action (Whanganui) – Sheryl Brightwell 0800-789-654
Child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse – 06-385-5019
Child Youth and Family Service – 0508-326 459
Churches: Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, 027-206-1874. Catholic, 06-385-8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel, 

06-385-8453. Presbyterian, 06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru – duty chaplain 06-387-5599 ext 7031 or 
021-493-692

Civil Defence – Simon Osborne, Emergency Management Officer (EMO), RDC – 07 895 8188, or 027 220 0569. Simon.
Osborne@ruapehudc.govt.nz

CLAW community free legal advice: Whanganui 06-348-8288, 0800 00 36 36
Doctors: In an emergency call 111.   Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211
Information Centres – Ohakune 0800 647 483, Raetihi 06-385-4805
Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono – Lynley Twyman, Trail Manager, +64 21 403036
Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre – 06-385-9580
Plunket Society – Plunket Nurse 06-385-5019
Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 111
	 Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, Waiouru 06-387-6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22
Red Cross – 0800 RED CROSS (0800 733 27677)
Rotary Club Raetihi - Ohakune – 027-344-5669
Ruapehu Budgeting Service Ohakune. Budgeting License No 119423. Email: Ruapehubudgetingservice@gmail.com 

or call Justin on 0211-735-767 
Ruapehu Maori Wardens – Email: ruapehumaoriwardens@gmail.com 
Ruapehu Neighborhood Support Groups – Email: Ruapehuneighborhoodgroup@gmail.com or call Justin 0211-735-767
Ruapehu REAP – 0800 00 REAP (0800 007 327)
St John – in an emergency call 111
Taumarunui Counselling Services: For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393
Victim Support Contact Centre – 0800 842 846
Waimarino Cancer Society: Co-ordinator 06 348 7402
Waimarino Health Care Centre – Raetihi 06-385-5019
Waimarino Community Toy Library – waimarinotoylibrary@gmail.com
Women’s Refuge – 0800-REFUGE 0800 73384

Ruapehu Mayor – Weston Kirton, enquiries to 06-385-8364 or 07-895-8188.
Owhango-National Park Community Board:
	 Peter Zimmer - Chairperson 027 479 1926;Gail Gray - Deputy Chair 027 434 6599; Anthony Gurr 021 487 742; Eddie 

Marsters 021 108 0279; Murray Wilson 027 542 9079; Luke Pepper - (RDC Rep) 027 329 2849
Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Community Board:
	 Molly Jeffries, Chairperson 021 431 833; Sophie Stockbridge, Deputy Chairperson 020 401 11190; Johnny Dryden 027 

573 4726; Brian Portland 027 558 5585; Oriwia Wanakore 020 498 4088; Robyn Gram (RDC Rep) 027 389 1912
Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board:
	 John (Luigi) Hotter - Chairperson 027 274 2616; Stu Robinson - Deputy Chairperson 021 024 07657; Kay Henare 027 

924 7252; Colin Pakai 021 091 67315; Emma Young 027 347 1457; David (Rabbit) Nottage - (RDC Rep) 021 111 6514

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to keep it up to date – call us if your details 
change, or if you see something that needs changing: 06-385-8532

Peak to Keg	 26 Sep
www.powderhorn.co.nz

OCTOBER 2026

Warren Miller Movie @ 7pm	 20 Aug
Fundraiser for SARDA NZ Matterhorn, presented  by La Pizzeria

Decrease in Ruapehu 
volcanic tremor

Since the last Volcanic Activity Bul-
letin on 3 August, volcanic tremor at Mt 
Ruapehu has decreased from moderate to 
weak levels, reports GNS. 

There has been minimal change in 
measured gas emissions as well as the tem-
perature of Te Wai ā-moe (Ruapehu Crater 
Lake). Volcanic activity remains within the 
range typical for minor unrest. The Volca-
nic Alert Level therefore remains at Level 
1, stated Oliver Lamb, duty volcanologist.

“After reaching peak levels on 2 August, 
tremor intensity at Ruapehu has returned 

to weak levels. No minor low-magnitude 
earthquakes have been detected beneath 
the volcano,” says Lamb. 

Te Wai ā-moe temperatures decreased 
slightly to ~20°C but have remained well 
within values observed since the start of 
2026.

A gas flight was conducted over the 
volcano, finding reduced levels of sulphur 
dioxide (SO2) and carbon dioxide (CO2) 
since early July. Persistent upwelling was 
clearly visible at the lake surface during the 
flight, with some sulphur slicks observed.

Level of seismic tremor as measured by seismometer on Ruapehu from 1 July to 10 
August 2026.

Critical time for future 
of Raetihi’s Royal

In 2022 when the The-
atre Royal (Waimarino) 
Charitable Trust reformed, 
following the closure of the 
Phoenix players group it set 
out to refurbish and redeco-
rate the Theatre to bring it 
back to her former glory. 

With over $250,000 
raised, the work has in-
volved reinstating the gents 
toilets after being out of 
action for 18 years; repair 
the roof to stop the leak that 
had been in place for over 
20 years; an unexpected 
repair was the complete 
rebuild of the stairs after it 
was found they’d been built 
using untreated timber, 
which had rotted through.

Lighting was completed 
in the lobby where previ-
ously there had only been 
bare wires and the addition 
of lights in the entrance and 
on the balcony to illumi-
nate the top of the theatre 
at night. The building has 
been made watertight, in-
cluding two emergency re-
pairs when two parts of the 
internal gutter collapsed.

A 7.5 metre x 3.5 metre 
screen was added in 2023, 
with assistance from a local 
farmer Gavin Brown, the 
saw mill on Ameku Road 
and Graeme Moffatt, who 
has been a significant help 
in getting the theatre set to 
play movies. With a top-
of-the-range projector and 
surround sound system, the 
quality of movies surprises 
many when they see them, 
though sometimes the older 

movies don’t always have 
the best quality soundtrack.

Along with use by the 
College on a number of 
occasions for production 
and rock nights, comedy 
nights and live bands, the 
Trust has tried to provide 
a range of entertainment.

In the last year the audi-
torium was upgraded at a 
cost of $100,000, with insu-
lation added, new lighting 
and a new colour scheme, 
so many are surprised by 
how warm the place is now, 
after attending the Phoenix 
Players productions for 20 
years. 

All this work has used 
local suppliers where pos-

sible, with the work of the 
trust in the background.

This week on Thursday 
20 August, from 6pm is the 
Theatre Royal (Waimarino) 
Charitable Trust AGM. 

“We are seeking the 
community’s support to 
come along, see what has 
been done and provide their 
ideas of how the theatre can 
be better used,” says chair 
Gary Griffin-Chappel. 

“This is a crucial AGM 
since the numbers on the 

Trust and volunteers have 
dwindled in number in 
recent times and without 
more support there is a pos-
sibility the Trust will fold. 

“This could then mean 
that despite all the work 
done to bring it up to a 
better standard, the theatre 
itself has to close. This 
will be quite sad as you 
can imagine after all the 
work that has been done, 
but potentially a sign of 
the times.”

The Royal Theatre in Raetihi – looking the best it has for many years – but its future 
is still not certain. Photo: Theatre Trust. Rail safety puts 

trainspotting in vogue
KiwiRail and TrackSAFE are leaning 

into the worlds of trainspotting and fashion 
to inspire safer behaviour around level 
crossings as Rail Safety Week begins.

“We’ve launched a new campaign call-
ing on motorists and pedestrians to “be a 
trainspotter when you cross,” KiwiRail 
chief executive Peter Reidy says.

“The trainspotting community gets it 
right when they wait, watch for, and antici-
pate the arrival of a train, and that’s the kind 
of positive behaviour we want to promote.”

TrackSAFE NZ Foundation manager 
Megan Drayton says the campaign, which 
draws on the world of fashion, is designed 
to stand out and make rail safety feel 
achievable.

“Safety campaigns often rely on warn-
ings and consequences to capture attention. 

This year we’ve taken a different approach 
and we’re celebrating the behaviour we 
want to see.

“The essential look when you cross is to 
check for trains. Whether you’re driving, 
walking or cycling – be a trainspotter when 
you cross. Make it a memorable moment 
by looking and noticing, because that mo-
ment matters.”

There were 11 collisions between pedes-
trians or vehicles and trains at level cross-
ings in the year to 30 June, down from 18 
collisions for the previous year.

“While it’s positive to see the total 
number of collisions decrease, it is still 11 
collisions too many,” says Drayton.

“Concerningly, nine of the collisions 
occurred at level crossings where flashing 

Turn to Page 7
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Ruapehu services survey replies top 4000

Raetihi Marae 
to close for 
major upgrade 

By Moana Ellis, Local Democracy 
Reporter

More than 4000 people have had their 
say on which services Ruapehu District 
Council should continue providing.

Community and recreational facilities 
– including reserves, halls, public toilets, 
swimming pools and trails – emerged as 
the area people cared about most in 4055 
individual survey responses across 11 
service areas.

The survey is part of a council review 
that aims to identify where services 
could be maintained, changed, reduced or 
stopped to help keep rates affordable, and 
comes ahead of the Government’s plan to 
cap rates.

Ruapehu’s mayor Weston Kirton said 
financial pressures meant the council could 
not continue to provide every service at its 
current level indefinitely.

“With rising costs, the loss of water 
services income and significant local 
government reforms, we will not be able 
to continue providing every service at its 
current level within a future rates cap.”

Rubbish and recycling received the 
second-highest response behind commu-
nity and recreational facilities, followed 
by libraries, communications and roading.

Other areas covered were environmental 
sustainability, tourism and visitor services, 
community and business development, 
economic development, youth develop-

ment, and policy and strategy.
Kirton said the response was a strong 

result and thanked residents for taking part.
“This is the first time council has re-

viewed every service we provide in this 
level of detail,” he said.

The review asked residents not only 
what services they valued, but whether 
council should be involved in providing 
them at all and, if so, at what level.

Rates were already too high for many 
residents, while water costs under the 
new water entity with Whanganui were 
expected to rise significantly in coming 
years, he said.

The council is now costing different 
service-level options based on the feedback 
and trade-offs people said they would 
consider.

Those options will go back to the com-
munity in October, ahead of decisions on 
the services to be included in the council’s 
2027-2037 Long-Term Plan.

“Our goal is to strike the right balance 
between keeping rates affordable and 
providing services that our communities 
genuinely value,” Kirton said.

LDR is local body journalism co-funded 
by RNZ and NZ On Air

Rubbish and recycling received the second-highest response to a survey asking which services Ruapehu District 
Council should keep providing. Photo: RDC.

The Raetihi Marae is to close temporar-
ily, while a new ablution block is construct-
ed, the Marae Trustees have announced.

The Marae will be closed from 31 Au-
gust to 31 December.

The Marae Trust has secured funding 
through the Department of Internal Affairs’ 
Oranga Marae programme, to construct the 
new ablution block. 

“This investment represents an impor-
tant step in enhancing the facilities at our 
marae and ensuring they remain safe, ac-
cessible and fit for purpose for future gen-
erations,” says trust chair Brendan Morgan.

The Trust says that, following careful 
consideration, they resolved to temporarily 
close the marae to allow the construction 
project to proceed safely and efficiently. 

The closure coincides with the work 
being carried out on the rebuilding of the 
Temple.

“The existing ablution block will be 
fully demolished and rebuilt. As essential 
services, including the water supply, will 
be disconnected throughout much of the 
project, it will not be possible to safely host 
any activities, events or gatherings on site,” 

explained Morgan.
“The decision to close the marae was 

not made lightly. 
“However, the Trustees believe that 

a full closure is the most practical and 
responsible option, enabling contractors 
to complete the work without interruption 
while ensuring the safety of whānau, visi-
tors and workers.”

All individuals and groups with book-
ings during the closure period have been 
contacted directly. 

“We acknowledge that this may cause 
disappointment or inconvenience for some 
whānau and organisations, and we sin-
cerely appreciate everyone’s understanding 
and support as we undertake this significant 
improvement project.

“We look forward to reopening our doors 
in early 2027 and welcoming our whānau 
home to celebrate the completion of this 
important upgrade and the opening of our 
new ablution facilities.”

Ngā manaakitanga o te wāhi ngaro ki 
runga ki a tātau, nā

Raetihi Marae TrustRaetihi Marae will not be available for functions until the New Year, but the Trust promises a much-improved 
facility once work is complete. Photo: Raetihi Marae Trust.
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THE WEEKLY WORKOUT answers for each puzzle are included on this page

SUDOKU Fill the grid so every row, column and every 3x3 box contains 1-9

SUDOKU

864

1 2

1 2

The Top 10
1.  The Routeburn walking track is in which 
New Zealand national park?
2.  Which Nordic capital is also the name of 
a syndrome?
3.  The New Zealand bulrush is commonly 
called . . .?
4.  Bell metal is an alloy of copper and 
which other metal?
5.  Which rugby league team did Sonny Bill 
Williams play for in 2013 and 2014?
6.  Is scagliola a disease of the skin, a dish 
including mushrooms and peppers, or 
imitation marble?
7.  Which French painter is famous for his 
scenes of Tahiti?
8.  Which New Zealand band changed its 
name after the 2001 attack on the World 
Trade Centre?
9.  Which acid is found in nettle stings?
10.  Which opera is set in Catfish Row?

QUICK CROSSWORD

CROSSWORD

Across: 1. Crème de la crème, 10. Cling, 
11. Serengeti, 12. Overlap, 13. Harissa, 14. 
Sharp, 16. Embellish, 19. Sheltered, 20. 
Odium, 22. Callous, 25. Instant, 27. Reluctant, 
28. Exile, 29. Discriminating. 
Down: 2. Reiterate, 3. Mogul, 4. Disappear, 
5. Lurch, 6. Contralto, 7. Evens, 8. Epitaph, 
9. Across, 15. Patrol car, 17. Badminton, 18. 
Imitation, 19. Secured, 21. Matted, 23. Lolls, 
24. Swarm, 26. Scent. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10 11

12 13

14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26

27 28

29

1 Mount Aspiring, 2 Stockholm, 3 Raupo, 4 Tin, 5 
Sydney Roosters, 6 Imitation marble, 7 Gauguin, 
8 Shihad, 9 Formic (or methanoic), 10 Porgy and 
Bess.

Across
1. The pick of the 
bunch (5,2,2,5)
10. Hold on (5)
11. Tanzanian 
national park (9)
12. Partially cover (7)
13. North African chili 
paste (7)
14. Acute (5)
16. Adorn (9)
19. Protected (9)
20. State of disgrace 
(5)
22. Heartless (7)
25. Immediate (7)
27. Unwilling (9)
28. Banish (5)
29. Discerning (14)

Down
2. Say again (9)
3. Tycoon (5)
4. Vanish (9)
5. Stagger (5)
6. Lowest female 
voice (9)
7. 50/50 (5)
8. Tombstone 
inscription (7)
9. From one side to 
the other (6)
15. Police vehicle 
(6,3)

17. Racquet sport (9)
18. Mimicry (9)
19. Fastened (7)
21. Tangled (6)
23. Slumps (5)
24. Large group of 
insects (5)
26. Fragrance (5)

THE TOP 10

Puzzles © The Puzzle Company  

Enjoy WordFit puzzles? 
Magazines available from 

www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz
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We don’t know how lucky we are, boys…
• I’m writing in praise of RDC’s response to this 

week’s water stoppage. The entire event is a striking 
reminder of how precious fresh, flowing water is. We 
appreciate it most, when it’s gone.

The Bulletin’s front page article (12 August 2026) 
details the story of how the fault occurred and the 
timeline of steps taken to address the problem. It 
was ‘step by step’ for those who seek this detail and 
of course, if one wants to find fault, they’ll find it. 

“I didn’t know there was a problem until my water 
ran out.” 

This is a tricky one isn’t it? Regardless of the media 
used to advise a problem, not everyone will see it 
immediately anyway. The learning then, is we must 
take individual responsibility and prepare for calam-
ity initially, develop resilience and stop grizzling. 

This is National Emergency Management Agency/
Civil Defence’s tireless message. Have you got stored 
water for three days? Non-perishable food? Can you 
cook? And so on.

I think the RDC/Veolia led response was well 
rehearsed, co-ordinated and decisive. They’ve just 
gotten on with fixing the problem. Portaloos and free 
potable water provided throughout town. 

RDC/CD’s comprehensive communications plan 
went into action immediately. It included their web-
site, social media, an email, letterbox drop and two 
loud emergency ‘boil water’ phone alerts, one at 
5.37am and another at 3.37am. 

My loss of beauty sleep didn’t matter. I received 
important updates not relying on any single media 
alone. 

Further, I appreciated Council’s caution about 
water quality once it was restored. No-one wants 
a gastro bug while we wait for the ‘all clear now’ 
message. Again, well done to all involved.

I’m reminded of past travels to countries where 
flowing (un/treated?) tap/well water is for one hour 
a day only! We don’t know how lucky we are.

Greg Walton
Refill containers

• What is wrong with so many Ohakune people that 
the Council had to waste our rates money handing out 
containers of water to them? Too many times when I 
have gone to the supermarket I’ve seen people walk-
ing out with $4.90 5-litre plastic containers pre-filled 
with 9 cents of tap-water. And on too many Mondays 
I’ve seen those expensive tap-water containers in the 

roadside blue bins waiting for the rubbish truck. 
That’s like buying another new car pre-filled 
with petrol every time the petrol tank shows E 
on your last car. Derr!

For more than a decade, I have been refilling all 
the 3-litre PET fruit juice containers we buy and any 
tap-water containers that visitors leave here with 
water from our kitchen sink. Then I’ve been storing 
them away for inevitable occasions like last weekend. 
I refill them every couple of years to make sure the 
water is still potable. 

I thought almost everybody did this.
So please refill (and date) all those expensive water 

containers given to you, because the Council does not 
have the money for new pipes, and there are going 
to be more big earthquakes.

I hope we don’t see any of those expensive rates-
money water containers in next week’s roadside 
rubbish bins. 

John Archer
Serving Jesus, Mammon or Molech?

• I did find Ben Michell’s letter (12 August) rather 
contradictory when in his first sentence he claimed 
to be a follower of Jesus.

As most of us know, Jesus told his followers that 
the first and greatest commandment was to love God 
with their whole mind, heart and soul, and care for 
others just as we care about ourselves.

Then in his second sentence Mr Mitchell mind-
lessly and heartlessly tells us he does not care about 
the effect of the now-unstoppable global climate 
meltdown that has given our baby grandchildren a 
life expectancy of about 30 years in a hell on Earth.

And he claims we can eat all animals because 
Genesis 1:26 tells humans to rule over them. Queen 
Elizabeth ruled over us for seven decades, without 
eating a single one of us. I would suggest he reads 
Gen:29 — “every seed-bearing plant … will be 
yours for food.”

But I do wholeheartedly agree with him that 
global warming is big business. More than 8000 
tankers now carry 2 billion tonnes of oil a year to 
keep a billion vehicles moving and 15 thousand air-
craft flying at all times, helping to add another 110 
million tonnes of heat-trapping carbon gases to the 
atmosphere every day. And every $100 you spend at 
the supermarket, instead of growing your own food, 
adds another 25kg.

So, many billions of consumers are thus serving 
Mammon (and Molech) instead of the biblical God 
that most Christianity is now straight hypocrisy. 

John Archer

Rescue chopper makes 
235 missions in 6 months

From January to June this year, the Greenlea 
Rescue Helicopter already carried out 235 mis-
sions. That’s an average of almost one mission 
every 18 hours across the Central Plateau and 
Lakes regions.

In the first six months of 2026, the Greenlea 
Rescue Helicopter has attended: 113 Inter-
hospital transfers; 54 rural and farm missions; 
40 miscellaneous missions; 9 medical missions; 
18 motor vehicle accidents; 1 rescue mission.

Sharni Weir, head of fundraising and mar-
keting at Philips Search & Rescue Trust, says: 
“Looking at the number and variety of mis-
sions carried out over the past six months, it’s 
a powerful reminder that emergencies truly can 
happen to anyone. Those statistics reinforce 
just how essential the rescue helicopter is to 
the region, not only for patients, but also their 
families, loved ones and community.”

Among these missions was a man in Janu-
ary, who suffered serious injuries following a 
kayaking incident. Due to the unstable nature 
of his injuries and the remote location where 
the incident took place, the Greenlea Rescue 
Helicopter was immediately dispatched. The 
rescue crew was able to fly directly to the patient 
to administer critical care before stabilising him 
for transport to Rotorua Hospital. 

“The summer months are typically a busy 
period for the Greenlea Rescue Helicopter. As 
more people head outside to enjoy the warmer 
weather, unexpected incidents like these often 
increase. The Greenlea Rescue Helicopter 
remains operational 24/7, 365 days a year, so 
that when unexpected incidents like these occur, 
they can be there,” says Weir.

Then, in March, a woman began to experience 

Rescue chopper Pilot Jase, Air Crew Officer and paramedic Bondy and Critical Care Flight 
Paramedic JK. Photo supplied.

Turn to Page 5
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WE’VE MOVED 
HOUSES.
Now let’s move yours!  

Jenna & Polly
J 027 361 0167   
P 027 315 8368   

  jenna.polly@arizto.co.nz
Arizto Ltd. Licensed REAA 2008

Your Ruapehu Local Duo 
is now at Arizto.
Call us for a free appraisal.

Ohakune water 
issue ‘not a 
simple fix’

A number of important issues have been 
raised in the media and on social media, 
says Ruapehu District Council civil de-
fence controller Vini Dutra.

“Some of his comments do not reflect 
the full operational context or the circum-
stances in which the outage developed,” 
says Dutra.

He said most of the seven-kilometre 
raw water pipeline is buried underground. 
The damaged section was also located in 
dense bush in a difficult-to-access area 
(see photo). 

“The crack remained undetected because 
flow and pressure were being maintained 
and system data did not indicate that a 
significant leak was occurring,” says Dutra.

“Given the location and nature of the 
damage, there is no reason to believe a 
visual inspection following the earthquake 
would have identified the crack or pre-
vented the outage. 

“Importantly, the outage was not caused 
directly by the crack itself, but by the un-
foreseen difficulty of removing air from 
the pipeline after the repair.”

He said restoring flow through the grav-
ity-fed pipeline needed to be undertaken 
slowly and in stages to avoid excessive 
pressure and further damage. 

“Unfortunately, the valves needed to 
release the trapped air were extremely 
difficult to locate.”

Dutra said crews worked in challenging 
conditions until 7.30pm on Friday, when 
they were required to stop because of dark-
ness and health and safety risks. 

“Despite the difficulties, there remained 
a reasonable expectation on Saturday 
morning that the airlocks could be cleared 
and the water treatment plant restarted 
that day.

“By midday, it had become clear that the 
problem was more complicated than first 
anticipated. Council increased its public 
communications, arranged water tankers, 
bottled water and port-a-loos and began ac-
tivating its Emergency Operations Centre.”

Veolia continued working to locate the 
valves and a decision was made to install 
new valves to help clear the trapped 
air, explained Dutra, who added that by 
Sunday afternoon, as taps began running 
dry, Council’s civil defence team was 
focused on bringing additional resources 
into Ohakune, supporting the commu-

nity and communicating essential public 
information.

“Council worked throughout the event to 
keep the community informed as verified 
information became available. This was a 
highly dynamic and technically complex 
situation and expected restoration times 
changed as the work progressed and new 
risks were identified.”

By mid-morning on Monday, Veolia 
advised that it believed water could be 
restored by 5pm that day. Council com-
municated that advice to the community.

But by mid-afternoon, further technical 
assessment identified a risk that repres-
surising the pipeline too quickly could 
cause additional damage and lead to a 
much longer outage. 

“A cautious approach was therefore nec-
essary and a further 24 hours was required. 
The revised target of 5pm on Tuesday 11 
August was communicated as soon as it 

was confirmed.
“In this context, the suggestion that pub-

lic communication lagged behind the op-
erational situation is not accepted. Updates 
were issued as quickly as practicable, based 
on the best verified information avail-
able at the time. Where that information 
changed, Council updated the community 
accordingly.”

He said as with any emergency response, 
Council will undertake a thorough review 
to identify lessons, strengthen its systems 
and determine what improvements can 
be made. 

“Constructive scrutiny is an important 
part of that process, but it must also be 
informed by the full facts and the realities 
faced by those responding on the ground.

“Council acknowledges the disrup-
tion and frustration experienced by the 
Ohakune community. We also thank the 
many people who supported the response 
and recognised the considerable efforts 
made to restore the water supply safely 
and as quickly as circumstances allowed.”

The damaged section of the raw water 
line was buried underground in a difficult-
to-access location and remained 
undetected as systems did not register 
a drop in pressure. The water outage 
occurred due to issues associated with 
clearing air locks from the network - not 
the cracked pipe per se, says RDC.

a very serious pregnancy complication 
while simply resting at home. 

“The situation was time-critical, and 
she required urgent treatment to ensure 
the best outcome for both her and her 
baby. The Greenlea Rescue Helicopter 
was dispatched immediately and provided 
swift, safe transport directly to Waikato 
Hospital.”

“Did you know, the Greenlea Rescue 
Helicopter crew has access to specialist 
medical equipment such as a Neopod 
system and infant temperature technology?

“These give vulnerable infants the 
critical protection they need during rescue 
helicopter transport. Allowing the rescue 
crew to provide warmth, stability, and 
life-saving care even in turbulent condi-
tions, giving their smallest patients the best 
outcomes possible.”

More recently, in June, a man sustained 
life-threatening injuries following a seri-

ous motor vehicle accident and urgently 
required treatment at Waikato Hospital. 

But, due to the location this was almost 
a three-hour drive. Instead, the Greenlea 
Rescue Helicopter was dispatched and the 
crew was able to provide immediate critical 
care and stabilise him for transfer. 

“What would have been almost a three-
hour drive was now less than an hour and a 
half of flight time to both reach the patient 
and transport him to Waikato Hospital - 
with expert in-flight medical care onboard 
the entire journey.

“Missions like these don’t just happen 
every day, they can happen multiple times 
a day. It’s the swift response of the rescue 
helicopter and its highly trained crew that 
ensure patients receive the best care as 
quickly as possible,” says Weir.

The trust invites people to donate 
to the Greenlea Rescue Helicop-
ter at https://give.rescue.org.nz/event/
greenlea-rescue-helicopter/donate.

From Page 4

Rescue chopper makes 
235 missions
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NEW LISTING

Ohakune 19 Foyle Street

670sqm 4 1 2

Asking Price $599,999

Kay Blaney 027 480 8845

kay.blaney@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Your Ohakune escape

Located within walking distance of the après-ski area

in Ohakune, this modern home on a sloping section in

Foyle Street offers comfort, space, and contemporary

living. Spread over two levels, the home features four

generous bedrooms and two bathrooms, including a

master bedroom with its own ensuite. The open-plan

living area is warmed by a cosy gas fire, while gas

radiators throughout the home provide instant and

efficient winter warmth. Indoor-outdoor flow is

seamless, with doors from the living area opening to

the outdoor.

bayleys.co.nz/2900910

NEW LISTING

Taumarunui 29 Golf Road

2.3271ha 4 2 2

Deadline Sale (unless sold prior)

11am, Fri 4 Sep 2026

158 Wicksteed Street, Whanganui

Will Kellick 021 0812 0339

will.kellick@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Space, style, and serious

potential

This hidden gem offers the perfect blend of

comfortable family living and future opportunity. With

four generous bedrooms and two spacious living

areas, there's room for everyone to spread out, while

the open-plan design creates exceptional

indoor–outdoor flow - ideal for entertaining family and

guests year-round. Comfort is guaranteed in every

season, with both a wood fire and a central heat pump

warming the main living area.

bayleys.co.nz/3003661

Fourth Kaimanawa horse muster gets green light
Kaimanawa wild horse charities have raised enough money for 

a fourth muster of the year and found enough homes for a small 
group of animals living in an ecologically sensitive area of the 
North Island’s Central Plateau.

The fourth muster was required because a group of about 15 
horses is living away from the main herd, on Defence Force land 
near Waiouru.

Three musters have taken place earlier this year to help limit 
herd numbers, which currently sit at about 500.

The Kaimanawa Wild Horse Advisory Group – including the 
Department of Conservation and the charities, Kaimanawa Heritage 
Horses and the Kaimanawa Legacy Foundation – recently decided 
that a muster of those horses could take place if the charities raised 
the money for it.

If they didn’t it was possible aerial culling would have been used.
Legacy Foundation founder Kelly Wilson said the charities had 

raised about $60,000, which was enough, although the cost for the 
latest muster had since increased by about $19,000.

The charities would have to cover that cost.
Eighteen homes had agreed to take wild horses if needed. Wilson 

said no one knew the exact number that would be taken from the 
site, so it was good to have flexibility.

“It’s a huge relief,” Wilson said.
“Our fundraising to do the muster would be pointless if we didn’t 

have homes for them to go to.”
She said it would be interesting to see how easily the horses 

could be trained as, unlike horses from the main herd, they’d had 
little contact with people.

Trainer Morgan Chandler-Bruce would work with six or seven 
of the horses at Wilson’s sanctuary, near Taupō.

Wilson said a week before applications for horses had closed, 
the charities had only received one for the five stallions likely to be 
mustered, and they were short of homes for mature mares.

However, private sponsors put up the money for eight horses, to 
cover most of the costs of training them. Applications then followed.

“We are hugely appreciative of the public for the donations 
received to enable the muster to go ahead, as well as the homes 
that have stepped forward to offer these special Kaimanawa horses 
homes,” she said.

DOC project lead Sarah Tunnicliffe said the department was fi-
nalising logistics of the muster and setting up temporary yards for it.

It was expected to take place from late this week.
This article is reprinted from RNZ.

Kaimanawa horses at play. Donations have made it possible to carry out a fourth muster to save horses, including stalions, from 
Waiouru Army Land. Photo: Helen McLean-Knight.

lights, bells or barrier arms were installed.”
In July there were three collisions with 

trains at level crossings on the same day, in 
the Bay of Plenty and Wairarapa.

Reidy says it was a sharp reminder of the 
need to be vigilant and that there is no room 
for complacency around trains.

“While we were relieved there were no 
fatalities that day, these are still traumatic 

events with lasting impacts on the victims, 
rail staff and first responders.”

“KiwiRail operates a 24/7 business, with 
a network that runs through communities 
around the country. We absolutely want 
everyone to be safe.”

Drayton says they are urging all motor-
ists and pedestrians to follow key safety 
behaviours:

Always stop, look and listen before cross-

ing the tracks,
Wait until the bells stop and the lights 

cease flashing before stepping or driving 
across,

Drivers: keep the yellow cross‑hatching 
clear. Make sure there is space on the other 
side of the crossing for your vehicle before 
moving forward so you don’t get trapped 
on the tracks,

Never drive around lowered barrier arms.”

From Page 2

Trainspotting in vogue
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Experts Experts ~~ at your service at your service

Ph 06 385 8952

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 444 2058 Bruce 021 0389288 Alan

Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

• Manufacturing and repairs

• Access equipment hire

• Engineering supplies

• BOC gases

• 20T & 50T crane hire

Engineering

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service & sound advice?

Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune – Raetihi – Rangataua –

Horopito – National Park – Whanganui

Land development

Ph 027 685 4854

NEW LOCATION
Next to BP Ohakune

Open Monday – Friday 8am – 4pm
Saturday & Sunday CLOSED. Hire by arrangement

P 027 2799 724    E ohakunehire@xtra.co.nz

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF HIRE 
EQUIPMENT. SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

FOR THE BIG JOBS:
digger hire, cherry pickers, 
pumps, wood splitters, 
generators, car trailers, post 
hole borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, rollers & 
compactors, portable trencher

Marquee Hire

Property Maintenance / Cleaning

021 886509 or 021 0782419

• General Cleaning
• Property Maintenance

• Carpet Cleaning
• Water Blasting Services
• Floor polishing/buffing

For a free no obligation quote call:
RAY 021 886 509 or MAURICE 021 078 2419

Or visit: www.rccpml.co.nz

Building Supplies

Ph 06-385 8414

FOR YOUR 
BUILDING PROJECT 

& DIY NEEDS
MON to FRI – 7.30am – 5pm

SAT 9am –midday

Auto Services

Ph 027 863 7454

Locally owned and operated 
by mechanic Daniel Norris. 

WOF $75 car, $45 trailer

Ruapehu Motors
Cnr Seddon St and Valley Rd, Raetihi.

For enquiries, please phone Daniel

Ohakune Landscape Supplies

Ph 0800 926 315

- Huge range of Pebbles	 - Builders mix
- Mulch	 - Sand	 - White chip
- Bark	 - Topsoil	 - Pavers
- Pea Straw	 - Bagged Garden Fertilisers
- Rail & Mac Sleepers

~ Call to arrange supply ~ FREE loan trailer ~
~ eftpos available ~

Email: Ohakune.landscape@gmail.com

Earthworks

Ph 027 289 4404

HAITANA EARTHWORKS
14 tonne digger

 14 tonne wheel digger

 Tip truck

 Supply of metal,
   scoria and boulders

Farm work, section & 
driveways, rock walls

Headstones

06 343 8708

Traditional & Unique
Headstones in all

Cemeteries
462 Somme Parade, Whanganui.

Branches also at ...
	 Palmerston North	 Feilding
	 707 Main St	 14 MacArthur St
	 06 356 4782	 06 323 6616

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

Landscaping

Ph 027 241 3412

EARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPING

Drainage
5T/3T Diggers
Road Roller
All Concrete Work
Concrete Cutting

RICHARD
FLEURY

027 241 3412
DIPLOMA IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Plumbing / Drainlaying

Ph 027 436 1075

B&M PLUMBING LTD
•	 Plumbing & Drainlaying
•	 Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of 

all pumps
•	 Fires & Solar 
•	 5 Ton Digger with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck

“Your local Registered Certifier”

Call Brian 027 436 1075
Email:

bmfred@xtra.co.nz

Note:Note:
Call Jude to book this 

space for next w
eek.

Only costs $$36.6136.61+GST each 

week for 50 weeks, in 

colour!
Other options available.

p: 06-385-8532

e: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

For everything Ohakune, visit

www.
ohakune.
info

Speed limits 
comments

NZTA is calling on people to make their 
views known on the proposed changes to 
speed limits in the Ohakune area, including the 
proposed reduction from 70km/h to 50km/h at 
the eastern approach to Ohakune.

Submissions close on 19 August and can 
be made at  https://nzta.govt.nz/driving-
skills/safe-driving-habits/following-speed-
limits/state-highway-speed-management/
speed-limit-reviews-under-the-2024-rule/
manawatu-whanganui-region-speed-reviews/
sh49-ohakune-east-70-50kmh?

FROM THE FILES: Ruapehu College staff and students lean into the annual tug o war that starts the school year.
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Experts Experts ~~ at your service at your service
Auto Services

Ph 06 385 9222

AUTO 
SERVICE 
CENTRE

Authorised Holden Service Centre
Full workshop services for all 

vehicles, wheel alignments, computer 
diagnostics, warrant of fitness 

inspections, parts, batteries, engine oils. 

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune 
After hours 027 448 4080

autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz

Upholsterers

Ph 06 385 8487

Marquee Hire

Tree & Garden Services

Ph 021 951 962

Garden maintenance & landscaping
Tree care and removal

Landscape design and installation

Over two decades of experience in commercial 
and private tree & garden management

Fully qualified and insured

Contact us today for a free consultation or 
estimate – email treeshapeltd@gmail.com

Gas Fitting

Ph 06 343 6866

Cut down on your power bill.Cut down on your power bill.  
Go gas hot water & heating Go gas hot water & heating 

– supplied and installed.– supplied and installed.
Call for a consultation.Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488 orPhone Denise 027 482 7488 or

EmailEmail
accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nzaccounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Carpet Cleaning

0800 22 78 22

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT
We specialise in stains, odours and hard to 

clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment

cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions 

Tree Felling & Firewood

Phone Jack 027 314 7095

ON-SITE TREE FELLING & FIREWOOD SPECIALISTS

TURN UNWANTED TREES INTO 
VALUABLE FIREWOOD

• Tree felling	 • Dangerous & dead trees
• Wind-thrown & hung-up trees	 • Hedge & shelterbelt work
• Section clearing	 • 6T & 1.7T diggers	
• 6T tip truck services	 • On-site firewood processing

Professional - Reliable - Local Service
Free quotes – Fully insured

Covering the wider Ruapehu district
JK Contracting

For everything Ohakune, visit

www.
ohakune.
info

Web Design

Ph 0210 56 76 70

WW NTER ART NTER ART 
EXHIBEXHIB TIONTION
23 August - 6 September23 August - 6 September

La PizzeriaLa Pizzeria
The KitchenThe Kitchen

Powderhorn ChateauPowderhorn Chateau
Freddies CafeFreddies Cafe

NookNook
The Cyprus TreeThe Cyprus Tree

II
IIWinter art on show 

A feature of the Ruapehu art scene since 1995, the Winter Art Exhibition – back this 
season – has played an important role in showcasing and supporting up-and-coming art-
ists, providing them with an opportunity to reach a wider audience and have their work 
seen and appreciated by the community and visitors to the Ruapehu district.

“Over the years, the exhibition has showcased a diverse range of artistic mediums and 
attracted artists from across the Ruapehu district — from emerging student artists taking 
their first steps into the art world through to renowned artists such as Richard Lewer,” 
says promoter Paul Stieglbauer. 

The exhibition has also travelled across the District, bringing art into a variety of 
venues and making it accessible to locals and visitors alike.

For 2026, the Winter Art Exhibition will run from Sunday 23 August to 6 September, 
with works displayed across five Ruapehu venues: La Pizzeria, The Kitchen, Powderhorn 
Chateau, Cyprus Tree, Freddies at Tūroa.

Entry to the exhibition is free at all venues, “giving everyone the opportunity to experi-
ence and support the incredible creative talent within our region”.

“The exhibition continues its commitment to providing a platform for emerging artists 
while celebrating the established artists who have helped shape the Ruapehu creative 
community over many years,” says Stieglbauer.

“A special thank you goes to Creative Communities New Zealand for their continued 
support, which helps make initiatives such as the Winter Art Exhibition possible and 
ensures that local artists continue to have opportunities to exhibit and connect with a 
wider audience.

“We look forward to welcoming locals and visitors throughout the exhibition and 
celebrating the creativity and talent of the Ruapehu arts community.”

ISSN 1170-1676 (print)
ISSN 1178-7406 (online)

Published by Ruapehu Media Ltd

56 Clyde St, Ruapehu Colab office, Ohakune.

Ruapehu’s only locally owned weekly community 
newspaper. Established 1983. 

Reaching homes every Wednesday in Ohakune, 
Waimarino National Park, Raetihi, Waiouru and 
surrounding rural areas.

Publishing Editor:
Robert Milne – robert @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Advertising Rep:
Jude Chevin – ads @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Printed by NZME, Auckland

Advertising Deadline 5pm Friday

Phone (06) 385 8532

Deadline 
for all 

advertising 
bookings 

and copy is

5pm 
Fridays!

It’s important that 
we get your ad 

booking and copy in 
on time, so that we 
have time to check 

it, plan the best 
layout and work on 
producing a better 

paper for you!
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Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nzCLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE BUSINESS NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

Deadline for all advertising 
bookings and copy is

5pm Fridays!
It’s important that we get your ad booking 

and copy in on time, so that we have time to 
check it, plan the best layout and work on 

producing a better paper for you!

HAVE YOU GOT AN EVENT you 
want  to tell the community 
about? Contact us here at the 
Bulletin on 06-385-8532.

Ohakune Health Hub
In pain? Let us help.

Experienced care in Osteopathy, Physiotherapy, 
Massage and Acupuncture – effective treatment for:
- Musculoskeletal pain - headaches & concussion - 

post-operative recovery - and much more.

ACC registered | 77–79 Clyde St, Ohakune
Book online: www.ohakuneosteo.co.nz

FIREWOOD 4 SALE. Mixed 
blend, pine, wattle, lawson, 
$120 per cube delivered 
local, two cube loads 
minimum, txt Jock 0273 
602 700.

Ruapehu Mayor
Weston Kirton

To arrange a meeting 
or call back please 
phone Council on 

06 385 8364 or email: 
kay.kidd@ruapehudc.

govt.nz

Ohakune Community 
Charitable Trust

AGM 6pm
Monday 31 August, at the Matterhorn 

(upstairs at the Powderkeg)

Farewell & thank you reception
for Dave Scott & Mike Wiggins 7pm

Secretary ohakunecct@gmail.com

All welcome.

The Royal Theatre, Raetihi
23 Seddon Street, Raetihi 4632

Notice of Annual 
General Meeting

Theatre Royal (Waimarino) Charitable Trust
Welcome you to come along on

Thursday 20 August 2026 at 6pm
23 Seddon Street, Raetihi

The doors will open at 5pm for anyone 
wanting to have a look around and chat 
about the theatre.

The usual business of an AGM will be 
conducted, including the opportunity to 
discuss the future of the theatre.
Anyone wanting any information

Please email to: theatreroyalraetihi@gmail.
com or call 022 437 8405 or 06 928 7002

PUBLIC NOTICES

Bennett’s Tank 
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks, grease traps. 
Call us for fast efficient service.
Phone Chris on 06-388-0452.

TANK SPECIALISTS, water 
or septic. Delivered price 
quoted. Buy direct. Ph 
0800-487-633.

Opera at Taihape
El Último Sueno 
de Friday Diego 

(Gabriela Lena Frank – 
Liebretto by Nilo Cruz)

Thurs 27 August- 4pm
Taihape Majestic Theatre

Contact Di 0211 657 343 
for more information.
Transport available.

Tongariro Taupō
Conservation Board

Notice of Meeting
Date: 27th August 2026

Venue: Department of Conservation Office 
37 The Town Centre, 

Turangi 3334
Public Forum: 1.00pm to 1.30pm

Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting 
and engage with the Board during the public forum.

If you wish to attend the meeting or address the Board, either 
in person or online via MS Teams, please contact Tania 

Burley to receive an agenda and online link on
E. tongarirotaupoconservationboard2@doc.govt.nz

 Ph. 021 990 782
https://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/statutory-and-advisory-

bodies/conservation-boards/tongariro-taupo

NOTIFICATION OF LICENCE CONCESSION 
APPLICATION

The Minister of Conservation gives notice under section 17SC of the Conservation Act 1987 
of an application submitted by Fire and Emergency New Zealand for a 30-year renewal of 
their existing lease to continue operating their existing fire station in Whakapapa Village, 
Tongariro National Park.

Further details of the proposed concession are available at www.doc.govt.nz/consultations

Any person or organisation may make comment in writing to the Director-General for or 
against the proposal, or make any other written submissions on the proposal. Comment 
submission forms may be downloaded from (https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-
your-say/open-for-your-comment/).  

Objections or submissions should be sent to: 
Director-General
Department of Conservation 
Permissions Team
Private Bag 3072
Hamilton 3240
Email: permissionshamilton@doc.govt.nz

Submissions will be accepted up to and including 5.00pm on 15 September 2026. Once 
submitted, submitters’ information is subject to the Official Information Act 1982 and may be 
released under that Act. If you wish to keep any part of your submission confidential, you need 
to state this in writing when making your submission.

Any person or organisation wishing to be heard in support of his/her submission, must 
request (within that submission) an opportunity to appear before the Director-General. 

If a hearing is required, it is likely to occur on the week starting 5 October 2026.

Ruapehu District Council 
Te Kaunihera-ā-Rohe o Ruapehu 
Boards and Committees
UPCOMING MEETING DATES

Agendas are published on our Public Portal two working days 
before each scheduled meeting.

To speak at our Public Forum and share your thoughts directly 
with Elected Members, please contact our Governance team at 
governance@ruapehudc.govt.nz.

All meetings are livestreamed and can be found on the 
Ruapehu District Council website under the Agendas & 
Livestream icon on the main page.

Taumarunui-Ōhura Community Board  
5PM, Thursday 20 August 2026
Venue Update: War Memorial Hall, 149 Hakiaha 
Street, Taumarunui

Ruapehu District Council 
10AM, Wednesday 26 August 2026 Council 
Chambers, Ayr Street, Ohakune

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board 
6PM, Thursday 27 August 2026
Council Chambers, Ayr Street, Ohakune

  07 895 8188

021 431 833

027 479 1926

  027 499 9408 

  027 274 2616

MEETING CONTACTS
Ruapehu District Council   
Taumarunui-Ōhura Community Board 
Molly Jeffries, Chairperson
Ōwhango-National Park Community Board 
Peter Zimmer, Chairperson
Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board 
John (Luigi) Hotter, Chairperson 
Risk & Assurance Committee 
Philip Jones, Chairperson

PARAWEKA MARAE
NOTICE OF SPECIAL 
GENERAL MEETING

& CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
5 vacancies 

(3 inside of Pipiriki vacancy, 1 outside of 
Pipiriki vacancy, 1 live inside or outside of 
Pipiriki vacancy)

Saturday, 12th September, 2026
Time: 11 am 

Venue: Paraweka Marae, Pipiriki
& Zoom Online

If you’re feeling unwell or have cold/flu 
symptoms, please attend via Zoom only.

Agenda:
•	 Mihimihi/Karakia
•	 Apologies
•	 Registration verification
•	 Minutes of previous AGM2025 
•	 Annual & Financial Reports
•	 Proposal to amend 1 Clause in the Charter 

being: Governance - 5.1 Composition of 
the Paraeka Marae Trustees

•	 Election of Trustees
•	 General Business
•	 Karakia Whakamutunga

Inquiries to the Secretary, Janie Revell, incl 
request for Nomination Forms & Zoom Link
paraweka.marae.secretary@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

Anei te reo pōwhiri ki tatou mo te
Hui ā Tau o te marae.

The Raetihi Marae Trust invites all whānau to 
attend the

2026 Hui-ā-Tau
Raetihi Marae Hui ā 

Tau (AGM)
Sunday 20 September 2026

1pm Raetihi Cosy Club, Seddon St, raetihi

AGENDA
1.	 Whakamoemiti
2.	 Apologies
3.	 Raetihi Marae Pūrongo ā Tau – Raetihi 

Marae Trust annual report
4.	 Raetihi Marae financial report
5.	 Raetihi Marae strategic work plans
6.	 Minutes of previous Hui ā Tau
7.	 lection of trustees - 1x Iwi wide seat and 

2x whānau seats (Ngāti Hui Kereru)
8.	 Amendments to charter (if any)
9.	 General business
10.	 Whakamoemiti

For further information or to send your tono 
aroha - apologies please contact:

Brendon Morgan (Chairman)
raetihimaraeinfo@gmail.com

Please note venue change due to temporary 
closure of Marae

NEED 
ADVICE?

Contact the CAB on 07 878 7636 or email:
tekuiti@cab.org.nz
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Powderhorn Leisure Limited has made an application 
to the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District 
Council for the Renewal of an On Licence in respect of the 
premises situated at 194 Mangawhero Terrace, Ohakune 
known as Powderhorn Chateau.  The general nature of 
the business to be conducted under the licence is that 
of a Hotel/Restaurant/Bar.  The days on which and the 
hours during which alcohol is intended to be sold under 
the licence are: Monday - Sunday: 8.00am – 3.00am the 
following day.
The application may be inspected during ordinary office 
hours at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing 
Committee at Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia Street, 
Taumarunui.
Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to 
object to the issue of the licence may, not later than 25 
working days after the date of the publication of this 
notice, file a notice in writing of the objection with the 
Secretary of the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu 
District Council, Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui 3946.
No objections to the renewal of a licence may be made in 
relation to a matter other than a matter specified in section 
131 of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.
This is the first publication of this notice.

TE KOROWAI O WAINUIĀRUA TRUST

NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING

Notice is given that the Annual General 
Meeting of Te Korowai o Wainuiārua Trust will 
be held as follows:

Date: Saturday, 19 September 2026
Time: 11:00am

Place: Te Korowai o Wainuiārua Trust offices, 
28 Queen Street, Raetihi 4632

AGENDA
The meeting will include confirmation of 
the previous AGM minutes; presentation 
of the Annual Report and Financial 
Statements; presentation of the proposed 
Annual Plan; presentation of Annual 
Reports of Trust Entities; approval of the 
appointment of the auditor for the next 
Financial Year; presentation of details of 
Trustee remuneration; any other notified 
business; and general business accepted for 
discussion by the Chair in accordance with 
the Trust Deed.

RESOLUTION TO BE PUT
Approval of the appointment of the auditor 
for the next Financial Year.

MEETING INFORMATION
Copies of information to be laid before 
the meeting, including the Annual Report, 
Financial Statements, proposed Annual Plan, 
Trust Entity reports and the full wording of 
any resolutions to be put, may be inspected 
or obtained from Te Korowai o Wainuiārua 
Trust, 28 Queen Street, Raetihi 4632, or 
requested by email at
enquiries@tekorowaiowainuiarua.co.nz. 

Meeting information will also be made
available through the Trust website and 
approved communication channels.

Te Korowai o Wainuiārua Trust
28 Queen St, Raetihi | PO Box 102, Raetihi

06 385 4900
enquiries@tekorowaiowainuiarua.co.nz

www.tekorowaiowainuiarua.nz

PUBLIC NOTICES

CLASSIFIEDS

Let’s tell our visitors
what to do .... in Ruapehu!
Out mid-September for School Holidays

Book your space – call Jude 06 385 8532
or email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Raetihi 
water 
walkers
A group of volunteers 
from Raetihi teamed up 
on Tuesday last week, to 
help hand deliver printed 
boil-water notices around 
Ohakune, following the 
water supply issues. The 
delivery was seen as an 
important addition to the 
other communications 
via social media. 
Raetihi residents have 
experienced water 
issues – in 2013 diesel 
was spilt into the river 
that supplies the town’s 
water. The town was 
without running water 
for 24 days. Photo: Liz 
Brooker.
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Stress Less 
LET US FIND YOUR NEXT 
LONG TERM TENANT
Call Property Brokers Ohakune 06 3854466

Licensed REAA 2008

Warren Miller dollars to go to the dogs
The 76th annual Warren Miller snow 

movie is on at the Powderhorn Chateau, 
in the Matterhorn restaurant, with funds 
raised going to Search and Rescue Ava-
lanche Dogs (SARDA).

The movie, Sno-ciety “celebrates snows-
ports culture and community, showing that 
winter is more than just snow”. 

“The film travels from big mountain 
lines to urban ski hills across Scotland, 
Finland, British Columbia, and Colorado. 

In Scotland and Finland, the film 
explores rugged backcountry and street 
skiing culture. 

In British Columbia and Colorado, the 
screen features deep powder in Whitewa-
ter’s back bowls and an urban terrain park 
in Denver.

There’s also highlight scenes from Cali-
fornia, New Hampshire, Austria and the 
Saalbach World Championships.

Featured athletes: Judd Henkes who 
balances a double life between surfing and 
snow. Britta Winans takes on a resilient 
run on the Freeride World Tour. Other 
‘legends’ include appearances by Daron 
Rahlves, Breezy Johnson, Chris Rubens, 
and Juho Kilkki.

SARDA is a New Zealand-wide organ-
isation, training dogs and their handlers in 
searching for people lost in avalanches.

In the North Island, six handlers and 
five dogs are involved, with most dogs 
operationally trained and the rest ready to 
be assessed in September.

The funds from the movie will help 
SARDA with costs for training camps 
and assessments and associated transport 
and accommodation, as well as equipment 
costs.

Phil Couch, handler for Whāia and the 
recently-retired Frankie, says they are well 
supported with sponsorship for equipment 
but there is still a shortfall.

He said they aim to have camps and 
training in the North Island, whereas previ-
ous events were held in the South Island. 

“The problem with that is it takes the 
whole North Island team away.”

The group was part of LandSar (land 
search and rescue).

“But now we’re our own entity, so we 
can do our own fundraising for our needs.”

Phil says they still help with LandSar and 
RARO (Ruapehu Alpine Rescue Organisa-
tion) searches when required.

Lisa Jaggi and avalanche dog Echo, a six-year-old border collie who has “an exceptional scent drive”. Photo: SARDA.
PLEASE NOTE: Dogs are not allowed on the skifields – registered avalanche dogs have special permission.

Urban street skiing action from Sno-ciety, the latest Warren Miller movie – Juho 
Kilkki and his young daughter ride the historic Harju ridge stairs in Jyväskylä, Finland.

Ohakune Squash 
Results from Thursday’s Ohakune Squash Club interbusiness: In pool one Crab beat 

Rabbit 13-6, Deer beat Watlings 14-4, Baboon beat Potty Mouth 12-6 and Eagle got 
8 points for the bye. In pool two Fatz Oysters beat Orange Choc Chip 13-7, Goat beat 
Alpaca 13-7, Horse beat Peacock 11-8 and Frog got 8 points for the bye. In pool three 
Narwhal beat Jaguar 14-5, Octopus and Moose tied 10-10, Lion beat Ibex 12-7 and Kiwi 
got 8 points for the bye. After two weeks Eagle and Deer are jointly leading pool one. 
Goat lead pool two and Narwhal leads pool three.

Draw for this Thursday: 5:30pm, Pool two games - Fatz Oysters vs Horse, Frog vs 
Goat, Peacock vs Alpaca, bye Orange Choc Chip. 6:45pm – pool three games – Ibex vs 
Narwhai , Kiwi vs Moose, Jaguar vs Octopus, bye Lion.  8:00pm – pool one games – 
Potty Mouths vs Deer, Eagle vs Crab, Wattlings vs Rabbit, bye Baboons.

Just over 60 players will be competing in the Catalyst Performance Agrono-my B 
grade tournament Friday evening and Saturday.

For everything 
Ohakune, visit

www.
ohakune.

info


