$405,000 Horopito Hub welcomed

Ruapehu is welcoming the Government’s announcement of a $405,000
investment through the International Visitor Conservation and Tourism
Levy (IVL) to help develop the new Horopito Hub at a key junction on
the Mountains to Sea — Nga Ara Tthono Great Ride. The funding was
announced as part of the Government’s investment in upgraded visitor
facilities at Horopito on the Great Ride.

The Hub will create a safer and more welcoming gateway at the junction
of three important sections of the Mountains to Sea— Nga Ara Tahono Great
Ride: the Ohakune Old Coach Road, Ruatiti Connector and Te Hangaruru,
says Nga Ara Tahono Charitable Trust Kaihautt Ara Lynley Twyman.

“A key part of the project is the provision of public toilets, addressing
a critical visitor-facility gap for cyclists, walkers, runners and other users
at Horopito.

“The project will also provide formal car parking, safe shuttle access,
shelter and improved wayfinding, creating a safer and more welcoming
gateway for both visitors and locals.

An artist’s impression of how the proposed Horopito trails hub will look.

“These facilities will benefit trail users while also supporting Horopito
residents, highway travellers, shuttle operators and visitors to nearby at-
tractions.”

The facility will enable the historic Horopito Old School Hall to be
better used for community gatherings, events, education and other activi-
ties. Housed in the former Horopito School building, the hall is a Group
B Heritage Building and has been preserved through sustained commu-
nity effort since residents formed the Horopito Residents and Ratepayers
Society in 2006.

The Hub will provide a foundation for further community-led and tour-
ism-related activity, encouraging visitors to spend more time in Horopito
and supporting the wider Ruapehu visitor economy.

The Hub will complement the growing visitor activity already being
generated by Horopito Motors, widely known as Smash Palace. Its recent
investment in the Jump Start Coffee Cart, alongside its established visitor

Turn to Page 23
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Loop linked again as work continues
on Tongariro Northern Circuit

The full Tongariro Northern Circuit will operate as a loop this summer,
but setbacks in construction of the new Oturere Hut have delayed the hut’s
opening until mid-December.

Progress has been made in repairing structural damage on Mangatepopo
Track, which was impacted by fires in late 2025, and the track is on course
for a summer reopening.

Department of Conservation principal ranger Jenny Hayward says be-
ing able to open Mangatepopo Track in mid-December means visitors can
complete a full circuit this season.

“Mangatepopo Track is a critical link between Whaka-
papa Village and Mangatepopo Hut, and without it the
Tongariro Northern Circuit hasn’t been a circuit.”

Although progress has been made at the track, poor
weather has prevented contractors flying materials in to
Oturere, delaying construction on the much-anticipated
new hut. The hut and the campsite will now open for
bookings from 18 December 2026. Visitors with affected
bookings will be emailed directly next week by DOC and
given the opportunity to change their booking or receive
a full refund.

“We appreciate this is disappointing for those who had
booked to stay in the brand-new hut, but unfortunately it
has been unavoidable this time.

“On the bright side, when you do book the hut, you’ll
now be able to include it as part of the full Great Walk
circuit.”

The Tongariro Northern Circuit is a three or four-day
hike through varied volcanic landscapes including parts
of the Tongariro Alpine Crossing.

Jenny says there’s also good news for the future of

Mangatepopo Track.

“At this stage we’re just working on replacing and repairing the fire-
impacted structures, but we now have approval to do a complete overhaul
of the track.

“It’s going to be a complete refresh, with metalling resurfacing, new
boardwalks and a strong focus on futureproofing.

“People who’ve walked the Mangatepopo Track in recent years will

Turn to Page 26

The new Oturere Hut — opening delayed until December. Photo: DOC.

BAYLEYS

Ohakune 100 Ruapehu Road

964 [ b=y 18 1wl

Asking Price $585,000
Kay Blaney 027 480 8845

kay.blaney@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATELTD, BAYLEYS,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Quaint railway cottage

Nestled on Ruapehu Road at the edge of
Ohakune township, this iconic Railway
cottage offers character and
breathtaking rural views. The cottage
would provide a great opportunity for a
family to settle into a great lifestyle and
enjoy the outdoors on offer from the
Central Plateau. Call today to come and
see this cottage!

bayleys.co.nz/2900710

BAYLEYS

Ohakune 18A Matai street

Exceptional value They 1wt 2 =
handy location! Asking Price $290,000

Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATELTD, BAYLEYS,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Thoughtfully enhanced and loved by the
current owners for over thirty years, the
home now features a warm and
welcoming fireplace, complementing its
natural alpine character. Asauna adds a
luxurious apres-ski touch, while
additional sleeping space provides
excellent versatility for guests or
extended family.

bayleys.co.nz/2900886
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$405,000 Horopito Hub welcomed

From Page 21
attraction, demonstrates local confidence in Horopito’s potential and the op-
portunities created as more people stop, explore and spend time in the area.

“This investment recognises Horopito’s growing importance within our
connected trail network and the wider region,” says Twyman.

“The Hub will address a long-standing gap in public toilets and other
essential visitor facilities, improving safety, comfort and accessibility for
people walking, cycling and travelling through Horopito. We are grate-
ful for the Government’s support through the IVL, which recognises the
importance of investing in infrastructure that enhances visitor experiences
while benefiting local communities.”

“We look forward to working closely with the Horopito com munity to
ensure the Hub is a welcoming, well-used asset that reflects local aspira-
tions and delivers lasting benefits.”

The Trust welcomed the support of Tourism and Hospitality Minister
Louise Upston and the Government’s continued investment in visitor
infrastructure that strengthens regional tourism and community outcomes.

The project application was supported by Visit Ruapehu and will be
delivered in partnership with Ruapehu District Council, which will lead

SCAN FOR
MORE INFO

the project and own the completed public assets.

“Horopito is an important gateway within the Ruapehu visitor network.
This investment will improve the visitor experience, support greater use
of local community facilities and create new opportunities for tourism
activity in the area,” Visit Ruapehu General Manager Jo Kennedy said.

Nga Ara Tuhono Charitable Trust will support delivery through its trail,
visitor-experience, stakeholder engagement and signage expertise. The
Trust also acknowledges the Visit Ruapehu, Ruapehu District Council,
Horopito Ratepayers Association, the Horopito Old School Hall commu-
nity, the Fredrickson family and everyone who has supported the project’s
development.

Detailed design, consenting and delivery planning will now progress,
with the preferred aim of opening the Hub during summer 2026/27.

fiwilassics

The Double Burger Ghost Chips The Fish

Loaded Fries Cookie Doughnut The Cubano Toasty

Burger Chips Fish Toasty Coffee Soda Soft
Serve Cookies Kids Menu

49 Clyde St, Ohakune |

Scan QR code for Menu, Website,
Instagram and more...

SMALL HOOVES,
BIG ENERGY!

Saturday 23 January 2027

3.2km Forest Adventure Run
forages 5-16
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ADVERTORIAL

Newest spot for sweet and savoury

Newly opened this season, The Flavour Farm
is Ohakune’s newest spot for sweet and savoury
takeaways done right. When you’re after some
quick and high-quality food, this is the place to
grab it. Tuesday to Sunday, 9am until 3pm, at 18
Goldfinch Street.

On the menu: brunch plates to start the day
off well, pocket meals stuffed with slow-cooked
meat, hearty soups, and heat ‘n’ eat meals for
busy nights. Something for every craving, to
sustain any busy day.

Behind it all is Karl, a chef with worldwide
experience and formal training in traditional
French cuisine, now bringing that expertise to
Ohakune. At The Flavour Farm, Karl merges the
techniques of haute cuisine with meals that are
practical and easy to enjoy at home or on the go.

Karl makes it a point of honour to prepare
everything from scratch. That means homemade
bread baked fresh, kefir cultured in-house, and
sauerkraut fermented on-site. Real ingredients,
real technique, real flavour.

The menu is constantly refined, one dish at
a time, shaped by creativity and by you. Karl
welcomes customer requests and feedback, and
gluten-free and vegetarian options are always
available.

The Flavour Farm 18 Goldfinch Street,
Ohakune Tuesday to Sunday, 9am to 3pm.

Karl Piddington — offering sweet and savoury takeaways ‘done right’. Photo: Nicholas Schneyer.

@Facebook - theflavourfarm.co.nz

PRESSURE WASH
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
GARDEN CARE

021 0873 4724
info@wpw.nz

PROPERTY WORKS
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Bridge upgrades to boost Mountains to Sea

By: Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter

A major infrastructure upgrade on the Mountains to Sea - Nga Ara
Tuhono Great Ride is under way, with 15 new bridges and boardwalks
being installed across the iconic Mangapurua and Kaiwhakauka sections.

The Department of Conservation (DOC) is leading the project, working
alongside the Nga Ara Tthono Charitable Trust to co-ordinate visitor com-
munications and minimise disruption during construction.

Installation work on the Mangapurua section will take place until mid-
October, in time for the Great Ride season.

Work in the Kaiwhakauka Valley will follow in November and December,
with bypasses available while construction is underway.

DOC project manager Louise Brown said careful planning means most
visitors will still be able to enjoy the trails while work progresses.

“Many of the bridges have been built offsite and, for the most part,
existing structures will remain in use until the new bridges are completed,
so you’ll still be able to get out naturing.

“However, there will be a couple of times where we need to close a
track completely, and we’ll aim to give two days’ notice on our website.”

The Mangapurua and Kaiwhakauka tracks are among the most remote
stages of the Mountains to Sea - Nga Ara Tthono Great Ride, taking riders,
walkers and trampers through Whanganui National Park and connecting
them with the history, landscape, waterways and stories of the valleys.

The project includes a mix of aluminium truss and timber bridge re-
placements, along with two new boardwalks in the Kaiwhakauka Valley.
Important investment

Trust kaihautt ara/general manager Lynley Twyman said the upgrades
are an important investment in preserving one of the country’s most dis-
tinctive trail experiences.

“The Mangapurua and Kaiwhakauka sections are a truly special part of
the journey. They offer riders and walkers a powerful sense of remoteness,
history and connection - from the old valley settlements and the Bridge to
Nowhere through to the Whanganui awa,” Twyman said.

The Trust governs, maintains and develops the Great Ride, bringing
together local iwi, the Ruapehu and Whanganui district councils and
community partners.

“These bridge upgrades are not about changing the character of the ex-
perience. They are about protecting access, improving safety and making
sure this remarkable journey can continue to be enjoyed into the future,”
Twyman said.

“This work demonstrates that although these trails are free to access,
they rely on strong partnerships, ongoing maintenance, and investment
from agencies, councils, iwi, communities, operators and trail supporters.”

Nga Ara Tahono Charitable Trust trustee Hayden Potaka, representing
the Whanganui Maori Regional Tourism Organisation, said the Great
Ride plays a vital role in supporting Maori tourism and the wider visitor
economy across the region.

“Nga Ara Tahono is important to the ongoing development of Maori
tourism and the wider visitor economy across our rohe.”

He said the organisation had been working well alongside the mayors
and industry representatives on the Trust.

“Strong partnerships with DOC, councils, iwi, communities and tourism
operators are essential to its continued success.

Tourism link

“For tourism operators throughout the Whanganui catchment, the Moun-
tains to Sea - Nga Ara Tthono Great Ride is an important link connecting
the maunga, the whenua and the Whanganui Awa.

“Maintaining safe, functional and high-quality trails supports our op-
erators, strengthens local employment and enterprise, and creates lasting
benefits for the communities situated along the journey.”

Potaka said the Mangapurua and Kaiwhakauka sections are especially
significant because they connect visitors with the history, cultural narratives
and natural environment of the rohe.

“The bridge replacement work is an important investment in maintaining
safe access and ensuring these special places can continue to be experienced.

Raetihi 3 queen street

BAYLEYS

Erua 5746 Makotuku Valley Road

Character and charm 10120 [ 4 b=t 2 it
Step into the charm of a bygone era with Asking Price $393,000

this renovated 1920's weatherboard Kay Blaney 027 480 8845
home, perfectly positioned on a fully kay.blaney@bayleys.co.nz

fenced sectionin the heart of Raetihi
township. Blending timeless character
with modern comfort, this spacious
residence offers four bedrooms, making
itan ideal choice for growing families.

bayleys.co.nz/2900903

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

6.0729. 1 Sk 3wl

For Sale offers invited over
$749,000

Antony Greenfield 021102 3594
antony.greenfield@bayleys.co.nz
Maurice Heappey 027 2771674
maurice.heappey@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATELTD, BAYLEYS,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
WESTERMAN REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Dual living, modern
comfort - space for all

Welcome to Waiora Lodge, a beautifully
positioned rural property offering the
ideal blend of comfort, privacy, and
nature. Currently used as a holiday home
this property is easily adapted for guests,
extended family or multi-generational
living. Come and see why Waiora Lodge
is the place to be.

bayleys.co.nz/2900810
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Northern Circuit work continues

From Page 22
know it has not been in a condition we’d expect for a Great Walk. We're

really looking forward to bringing it up to standard and getting even more
people out naturing in Tongariro.”
Bookings for Great Walks can be made through the DOC website.

SKi~-mojo

SKI ALL DAY ...
* FURTHER - FASTER - LONGER
- skiers

Takes weight off
your knees, thighs
and legs.

Contact Rod
0274 993 455

WWW-S kl m ol 0 d 0wn “ “ ll e rlc 0 . “z A set of steps after the fire and after the repairs. Photos: DOC.

Rangataua 9 taustreet

Character villa with space and charm

Set inthe quiet village of Rangataua, 9 Tau Street offers the charm and proportions of a classic villa
with plenty of potential to add further value. This relocated character home has already seen some
renovation work completed and presents as tidy and comfortable, while still leaving room for you to
add your own style and finishing touches over time. Featuring four bedrooms, one bathroom, and
beautiful high stud ceilings, the home retains the timeless character villas are loved for while
providing generous living spaces for families, holidaymakers, or those wanting room to spread out.
With partial views of Mount Ruapehu and being sold partially furnished and ready to enjoy, thisis an
easy move-in option with scope to further enhance.

bayleys.co.nz/2900892

768w I 4 b=y 1

Asking Price $390,000
Jenny Dekker 027 4555674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz
BARTLEY REALESTATELTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008
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A lovely way to spend the end of a spring day — drive up the Ohakune Mountain Road for a barbecue picnic and watch the sunset. Photo: Robert Milne

Ohakune 10/76 Ruapehu Road

BAYLEYS

Ohakune 3karo street

Whalefield estate

Whalefield Estate is a secure, gated
subdivision located on Ruapehu Road at
the edge of Ohakune township. This
established development caters to both
permanent residents and holiday
homeowners. Set against the backdrop
of majestic Mount Ruapehu, thisis truly a
place to build your alpine dream.

bayleys.co.nz/2900878

1.0275.

Asking Price $265,000
Kay Blaney 027 480 8845
kay.blaney@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATELTD, BAYLEYS,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Iconic Tussock Lodge

Originally built for Alex Harvey for the
Taroa Skifield, this landmark lodge at 3
Karo Street carries arare alpine legacy.
Carefully maintained and
comprehensively renovated by the
current owners of over 20 years, it now
presents as a beautifully refined and
highly functional mountain retreat.

bayleys.co.nz/2900887
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Price by Negotiation
Jenny Dekker 027 4555674
jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATELTD, BAYLEYS,
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
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From
the
files:

The Ruapehu
Bulletin — and its
predecessor, the

Waimarino Bulletin
— have been
covering stories
from the ski areas
since 1983.
Papers Past has
all our files —
searchable — from
May 1983 to 2001.

STAY | PLAY | RELAX

Looking for the perfect place to stay in Ohakune?
Discover a curated collection of chalets, holiday homes, and lodges
tailored to your style, group size, and budget.

Ruapehu Chalet Rentals
 Locally owned & operated
/ 60+ quality holiday homes
+/ Prime locations across Ohakune
 Easy online booking

BOOK DIRECT & SAVE
THIRD PARTY FEES
www.ruapehu.co.nz
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From
the

files:

Pictured is the Tiroa
Yeti making his escape
from a band of ski
instructors, during a
ski school demo in the
1980°s

The Ruapehu Bulletin

— and its predecessor,
the Waimarino Bulletin
— have been covering
stories from the ski
areas since 1983.
Papers Past has all our
files — searchable —
from May 1983 to 2001.

Meet Craig Hughes: the owner, with his wife Mele, and head chef of
Robins Nest Bistro. Craig has been a chef for 48 years starting his ca-
reer in The Navy where he trained. He has worked in Tonga, London and
Auckland before moving to Raetihi 10 years ago, where he has worked
at different establishments in the Ohakune, Waiouru and Raetihi.
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School takes aim to name snow gun

A local school’s long-standing connection with Mt Ruapehu has been
recognised, after winning Whakapapa Ski Area’s 2026 “Name a Snow
Gun” competition.

Hayley Brown, a teacher at Kuratau School, submitted the winning entry,
nominating the school in recognition of its special history with the maunga.

“For generations, Kuratau School students have travelled to Whakapapa
to learn to ski and snowboard in Happy Valley, with thousands of young
people taking their first turns on snow through the school’s ski programme,”
says Whakapapa Ski Area marketing manager Phil Lemalu.

“Inspired by this enduring tradition, Whakapapa’s newest snow gun has
officially been named ‘Kuratau Cannon’.

“The Kuratau Cannon now stands proudly in Happy Valley, where it will
help produce snow for the next generation of beginner skiers and snow-

Hayley Brown, Kuratau School, pictured with the ‘Kuratau Cannon’ and
one of her pupils. Photo supplied.

boarders, while celebrating the school’s contribution to introducing young
New Zealanders to the mountains.”

Lemalu said the competition attracted a range of creative entries, but
Kuratau School’s story stood out.

“The connection between Kuratau School and Happy Valley spans gen-
erations. So many young people have experienced snow for the first time
through school trips, and it’s fitting that one of our snow guns now celebrates
that legacy. We congratulate Hayley and the Kuratau School community
on their winning entry.”

Visitors are encouraged to keep an eye out for the Kuratau Cannon next
time they’re in Happy Valley and snap a photo when they spot it.

ACCOMMODATION | BAR | RESTAURANT
Est. 1913

Photo: John Chapman
Historic Kings offers an inviting menu by local chefs

Ruapehu Beers on tap

Book for functions ... small or large groups welcome

Check our socials for more info

(06) 385 8648 3 Rimu St, OHAKUNE
info@kingsohakune.co.nz
www.kingsohakune.co.nz

could be worth, I'm here to help.

estate, I bring local insight, thoughtful marketing and a calm,
down-to-earth approach to every property journey.

022 054 3510

alexis.gault@pb.co.nz

Alexis Gault

Residential/Lifestyle Sales Consultant

PropertyBrokers™ | #routoseree

Local Knowledge. Genuine Connection.

Whether you're buying, selling, investing or simply wondering what your property

With a chosen love for the Ruapehu region and a people-first approach to real

pb.co.nz

Licensed REAA 2008
Q034587
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Yo Ruapehu — the heart
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To Whakahoro and the Kaiwhakauka

RIDE. SHARE. SUPPORT. KIA KAHA.
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Trails are operated and maintained by

the Nga Ara Tuahono Charitable Trust.

Help us develop and keep these open.
Donate, report or do the survey.

mountainstosea.nz
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N RUAPEHU

EATING OUT |
'OHAKUNE

KINGS BAR & RESTAURANT

3 Rimu Street, Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by local chefs, a
great selection of boutique wines and craft breweries including
award winning Ruapehu Brewing Co beers in the fridge and on
tap. See our Facebook page for what's on. Please check our open
times as these will vary.

LA PIZZERIA

6 Thames Street, Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8558
Ohakune's most famous pizza restaurant. For over 35 years, we've
been serving Ohakune's best pizza. Come up and see us in the
"Junction" at the end of the Old Coach Road and try one of our hot,
tasty, handmade pizzas. Same great menu available for takeaway.
Open 7 days, 4pm — late. www.lapizzeria.co.nz

MOUNTAIN KEBABS

29 Clyde Street, Ohakune Ph: 0800-KEBABS
King size kebabs, king size flavour! If you're hungry for a tasty filling
meal on the run then grab a mountain kebab ... hits the spot after
a long days riding on your bike or on the mountain. Open 7 days a
week, Tlam — 8pm.

POWDERKEG

Bottom of the Mountain Road, Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8888
For over 35 years, The Powderkeg has been serving up exceptional
food and service in a warm, welcoming atmosphere. Whether you're
enjoying a sunny afternoon on our spacious balcony or indulgingin our
weekly specials like Sushi Fridays and Smokehouse Sundays, there's
always something to look forward to. Join us for an unforgettable dining
experience and follow us on Instagram @powderkegbar for the latest
updates and mouthwatering offers! Open daily 7am till late

THE FLAVOUR FARM

18 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune

With local roots and global flavour, The Flavour Farm offers a
selection of hot takeaway lunches, sweet treats and heat ‘n’ eat
meals. Everything is freshly made on-site. Open Tuesday to Sunday
8.30am-3pm. Catering enquires welcome. @theflavourfarm.co.nz

THE HUNGRY RUSH
49 Clyde Street, Ohakune 022 509 6861
Kiwi classics, done properly. No short cuts, no mucking around!
Burgers, chips, fish, toasties, coffee, soda, soft serve, cookies, kids
menu. Take away or dine-in. Open from Tlam till late.
www.hungryrush.co.nz

THE KITCHEN
4 Thames Street, Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8664
Discover Ohakune's most creative drinks list at The Kitchen. Enjoy a
carefully curated selection of local craft beers, including favourites
from Little Thief and Damaged Goods, alongside innovative cocktails
and specialty drinks. With regular live music, a vibrant creative
atmosphere, and a warm, friendly environment, The Kitchen is the
perfect place to relax, connect, and experience one of Ohakune's
favourite gathering places as well as being the heart of Ohakune’s
local culture. #thekitchenohakune.nz

UTOPIA CAFE
47 Clyde Street, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 8am — 3pm for all day breakfast and lunch. Now
serving Havana Coffee. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a great
range of cabinet food and beverages, Frappé and smoothies. Vegan/
Gluten-free options for both savoury and sweet are available.
Speedy free Wi-Fi! A perfect place for everybody!
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ANGEL LOUISE CAFE

Seddon St, Raetihi
Open 7 days a week. Monday — Friday 7:30am — 2:30pm and
Saturday — Sunday 8am — 2:30pm. All day breakfast, coffee and
lunch from Tlam till 2pm. A fine selection of homemade baking and
cabinet food. On site and out catering a specialty with individually
designed menus to suit your needs and budget. Wiki & Adrian
welcome you to our cafe.

Ph: 06 385 4976

ROBIN'S NEST BISTRO

37 Seddon St, Raetihi Ph: 06 385 3250 or 0275 488 469
Come in and enjoy the new dishes prepared by our chef. 48 years’
experience with the New Zealand Navy, working around the world
and still going strong here in Raetihi. Robins Nest Bistro is a homely
place that will make you feel comfortable and relaxed away from
home so come on in, we have you covered.

SCHNAPPS BAR

SH4, National Park Village, Tongariro National Park  Ph: 07 892 2788
The perfect place to relax after the Tongariro Crossing, 42 Traverse
or skiing on Mount Ruapehu. Panoramic views of the central
plateau mountains, enjoy the open fire, with great meals on offer.
Big screen TV's, wholesale facilities and garden bar. Function &
conference facilities also available. Come and play 18 holes of Mini
Golf. www.schnappsbarruapehu.com

To include your business in this listing, please contact us 06

385 8532 or ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

To include your business in this listing,

please contact us 06 385 8532 or
ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Published by Ruapehu Media Ltd
www.ruapehu.info

(06) 385 8532

Home of Ruapehu's only locally owned weekly
community newspaper. Established 1983.

Publishing Editor: Robert Milne
robert @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz
Advertising/Features : Jude Chevin
ads @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz




Kiwis in the mountains, on film

A selection of New Zealand films from annual New Zealand Mountain
Film Festival is on show at the Matterhorn in Ohakune in October.

As well as getting to see some Kiwi adventurers on missions around the
world and in New Zealand, people buying tickets will be supporting the
Predator Free Ohakune group, that is working to restore native birdlife to
the town that sits right on the boundary of the Tongariro National Park.

The set of short films feature world-class Kiwi productions alongside
the best of international adventure cinema — skiing, climbing, kayaking,
mountain biking, and more.

Each year, the NZ Mountain Film Festival Charitable Trust stages one of
the world’s premier mountain film festivals in Otago, then invites groups
from around the country to share a selection
of the best films.

This year’s Kiwi selection includes:

Jerry on the Jerry (10 mins) Huw Miles
— a team of pack rafters make a second
attempt at a first descent of the Jerry River
deep in Fiordland.

Race Be Run (15 mins) Richard Carey &

Prabhjit Sabharwal. Dressed as Superman,
a man runs solo along Canada’s highways
to raise funds for cancer charities,
transforming the grief of losing both
parents into a quiet, inspiring mission of
hope.

Project RedLine (30 mins) Matheson
Brown. A blue-collar nobody from New
Zealand goes up against a mountaineering
elite in an attempt to strip him of what is
widely believed to be an illegitimate world
record. (Festival Spirit Award)

Alone on Makalu (22 mins) Nick
Kowalski. Matthew Scholes attempts to

summit the world’s fifth-highest mountain without supplementary oxygen.

The Pole of Inaccessibility (25 mins) Danny Warley & Ned Brannigan.
A paraglider embarks on a multi-day bivouac flight across New Zealand’s
Southern Alps, navigating glaciers and vast wilderness to reach the
country’s most remote point, the Pole of Inaccessibility. He then faces the
challenge of getting back out. (Spirit of Adventure Award)

100 Days in Fiordland (24 mins) Dan Sutherland. Three kayakers spend
100 winter days deep in Fiordland National Park, sea kayaking, hunting,
fishing and searching for unexplored whitewater in one of New Zealand’s
most demanding wilderness expeditions.

Exploring Fiordland’s remote rivers features on film this spring.

RUAPEHU
ACCOMMODATION

TONGARIRO CROSSING LODGE

27 carroll St, National Park Village = www.tongarirocrossinglodge.co.nz
Email: welcome@tongarirocrossinglodge.co.nz Ph: 07 892 2688
Come experience our premium garden suites - architecturally
designed to provide great comfort and space to relax and
recharge. Or stay in our heritage suites — each with its own unique
character. You will feel at home from the moment you arrive, as
you unwind in our spacious suites or enjoy our delicious breakfast
served with our fresh, homemade bread.

RUAPEHU CHALET RENTALS

16 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune www.ruapehu.co.nz
Email: info@ruapehu.co.nz Ph: 06 385 8149
With us, you can select the size, style, and location of alpine
accommodation to suit your needs. Browse and book online.
www.ruapehu.co.nz

WAIMARINO PROPERTY WORKS

Rimu Street, Ohakune Ph: 021 0873 4724
info@wpw.co.nz www.rimupark.co.nz
Contact us today for a no obligation free quote for soft/high
pressure wash, roof moss, mould, lichen treatment; gutter
cleaning; exterior window washing and bug and spider spraying.
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SEPTEMBER 2026

1111042} Adaptive Festival

A celebration of inclusive snow sports where people of all abilities come
S:ES 0]\ together on the mountain. More on this event at www.whakapapa.com

Turoa Parks Rail Jam

The Taroa Parks Rail Jam is back. Throw down for prizes, ride to alive DJand
bring the hype for an afternoon of park laps, style and friendly competition.
More on this event at www.pureturoa.com

Rail Jam — Winter Vibes

Get ready for one of the biggest freestyle events of the season as The Rail Jam
returns to Troa. Beginning at 1pm, the competition features an open jam format where
riders showcase their best tricks before the top eight progress to head-to-head
knockout heats. With a live DJ, incredible prizes and an electric atmosphere, thisis a
must-see event whether you're competing or spectating. Helmets are compulsory.

OCTOBER 2026

Retro Dag
Acelebration of everything retro and spring in Ruapehu. Break out your dads old one piece
oryour old fluoro pants because the Retro Police will be out and about handing out fashion
fines that could win you and your outfit some stunning prizes. Fun and games for the whole
family including Chocolate Eclair eating, Air Guitar and Carrot Bag Toss at The Kitchen, 4
Thames St, Ohakune Junction. See Facebook page for details. #RETRODAYOHAKUNE

Waimarino Cup/North Island Champs

Contingency 4 October. More on this event at www.whakapapa.com

Whakapapa Freeride Festival

Contingency 5-8 October. More on this event at www.whakapapa.com

12 Navy Club Champs

More on this event at www.whakapapa.com
SAT

19

SAT

Ngauruhoe Trophy Race

Contingency 20 September. More on this event at www.whakapapa.com

Girls Who Shred

T B C After a booked out event in August we're taking pre-registrations fora TBC
date in September. Please register to stay updated! Visit www.pureturoa.nz
or find us on Facebook or instagram @turoa.nz for up to date information.

NI Secondary Schools Ski & Snowboard Champs
2 1 2 3 An awesome three day event for North Island Secondary School Skiers &
= Snowboarders, with a mixture of racing and freestyle events held at Taroa.
\"/[0],\1,\/») | Disclaimer: Tdroa events are subject to snow and weather conditions.
Visit www.nisssc.nz or Facebook North Island Secondary Schools Skiing
Competition. Email nisssc.snowsports@gmail.com

Waimarino Art Awards
2 6_ 2 Celebrating art and photography talent across the region. The Annual awards are a
showcase and place to buy too. Exhibition Viewing Times 27 Sep - 2 Oct, lam - 2pm days
SAT-FRI and 6-9pm nights. WEEK OF WORKSHOPS: * Puoro, * Geli Printing, * Ecstatic Art & Dance, *
Kahu Aroha, * Paint & Collage, * Paint & Sip, * Quick!Draw! * Pottery Animals, * Pyrography.

All details on www.waimarinoartawards.org.nz. Contact Annie 021 638 800

Peak 2 Powderkeg Triathlon TGroa
Celebrating its 30th year, the legendary Peak to Keg adventure race remains one of Rua-
pehu’s most iconic events. The four-stage challenge takes competitors from the summit

of Tdroa Ski Area to the Powderkeg below Mt Ruapehu, combining endurance, teamwork
and plenty of mountain spirit. Participants can enter as individuals or teams of three,
with team entries requiring at least one female competitor. www.powderhorn.co.nz

26 Tongariro Juniors Club Race

S AT Contingency 27 September More on this event at www.whakapapa.com

School Holiday Fun at Whakapapa

Saturday 4 July: Face Painting, Meet Koha, Scavenger Hunt (Always On), Photo
Comp (Always On), Colouring Comp (Always On), Sunday 5 July: Face Painting, Meet
Koha, Backcountry Awareness with BCA. Saturday 11July: Face Painting, Sunday 12
July: Meet Koha, Face Painting. Monday 13 July: Meet Koha, Face Painting, Sunday
19 July: Meet Koha, Face Painting. More on these events at www.whakapapa.com

Published by Ruapehu Media Ltd

www.ohakune.info (06) 385 8532

Mountain Film Festival
8 Come and see the award winning selection of films from the NZ Mountain
Film & Book Festival. This year's festival to be held in the Matterhorn. Spon-
THURS sored by Ruapehu Bulletin

10 Pond Skim - Whakapapa

More on this event at www.whakapapa.com
SAT

Ohakune Fashion Show
1 7 Showcasing winter fashion with a fun local fundraising event, held at the
Matterhorn Bar & Restaurant. Local, recycled and fashion on show. A great
SAT night out. See Ohakune Fashion Show on Facebook for details.

Fork and Flame
An exclusive fine dining experience at Freddies Tasting Lounge. Enjoy a
6-course degustation menu and stargazing evening at TOroa's mountain
restaurant. More on this event at www.pureturoa.com

pL

SAT

Landrover Show Taumarunui
Calling all Land Rover clubs and owners to the biggest Land Rover gathering in NZ. Tau-
marunui A&P Showgrounds. Camping, auto jumble/swap meet, trade stalls, food vendors,
kids area. Contact: landrovershow@gmail.com or on Facebook The Land-Rover Show.

23-25

FRI-SUN

DECEMBER 2026

1 2 Raetihi Christmas Carnival
Come along to the always popular Raetihi Christmas Carnival. Fun for all -
SAT stalls, raffles, food, live bands with lollies and games for the kids. Seddon
Street, Raetihi from 9am. Contact Kay on 027 924 7252 for stalls.




Discover New Zealand's military history in
the heart of Ruapehu District

Nestled in the dramatic landscape
of the Central Plateau, the National
Army Museum Te Mata Toa in
Waiouru is a must-visit destination
for anyone exploring the Ruapehu
region.

Whether you’re travelling
through on a road trip, enjoying
the region’s spectacular outdoor
adventures, or spending time on the
slopes of Mt Ruapehu, the Museum
offers the perfect opportunity to step
inside, take a break and discover the
fascinating stories that have shaped
Aotearoa New Zealand.

Home to one of New Zealand’s
most significant collections of
military history, the National Army
Museum brings the experiences of
New Zealand soldiers to life through
powerful stories, remarkable objects
and engaging exhibitions.

Explore the stories of New
Zealanders who have served from
the New Zealand Wars of the 1840s
through to more recent conflicts and
peacekeeping operations. Discover
incredible medals and personal
treasures, come face-to-face with
military vehicles and artillery,
and learn about the people whose
courage, sacrifice and service
helped shape our nation.

Among the Museum’s many
highlights are the extraordinary
stories of New Zealand’s Victoria

ENTER TO WIN!!

PRIZE VALUED AT OVER $1000

Find the answers in the advertisements throughout this publication.

The National Army Museum is a popular stop — inside and out— before and after driving past the Tongariro

National Park mountains.

Cross recipients, including the
medals of Captain Charles Upham
VC and Bar — the only combat
soldier to receive the Victoria Cross
twice.

The Museum is also home to
Roimata Pounamu, New Zealand’s
national memorial wall, where more
than 30,000 names commemorate
those who gave their lives in service

Simply email your answers to: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz to go into the draw!

Question T:
Question 2:
Question 3:

Question 4:

What is the brand of coffee served at Utopia?
What date is Retro Day and where is this held?
Complete the phrase ‘“soft snow, long ...."

What event finishes at the Powderkeg?

Provide your name, phone and email with your answer.

All correct entries will go into the draw to win!
Entries must be received by Friday 16 October. Prize drawn on 21 October 2026.

PRIZE INCLUDES: Two nights accommodation at TGroa Lodge; Whakapapa
Sightseeing passes; Tliroa day pass, SLR ski or board tune, TCB bike hire,
Schnapps Mini Golf, food vouchers from The Hungry Rush, La Pizzeria, Robin's

Nest and Utopia Cafe.

Unless advised, your email address will be added to our online Bulletin subscription.

to their country.
Discover Your Family's
Military Story

The National Army Museum is

also a popular destination for people
Turn to Page 39

T
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RUAPEHU SERVICES

Property Managers

X R XE R K

@ 027 5111200 Q info@gstarstays.nz

Upholsterers

WestlornE

e Furniture upholstery
e Vehicle upholstery
e Tarpaulins e Canvas & Leather
e Shade sails ¢ Saddlery

Factory SH49, Tangiwai, Ohakune
Mobile 0274 467 289
E: westlorne@xtra.co.nz

www.westlorne.co.nz

Ph 027 5111 200 Ph 06 385 8487
Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?
- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service
& sound advice?
Then call Jake Fah at
REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua -
Horopito — National Park - Whanganui
Gas Fitting Curtains & Blinds
Cutt on your power bil.
[uott wetier & heetling =
Slipplied ipstalledn
fror & consuliEtion.
Phens Denfiss 027 462 7488
orfemail
accounts@applimbingandgastceinz
Ph 06 343 6866 Ph 022 307 2627

Landscaping

O

= Drainage
~51/37T Diggers
« Road Roller
mﬁ':ﬁ';'; “All Concrete Work
027 2413412 = Concrete Cutting
Ph 027 241 3412

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

NEW LOCATION

Next to BP Ohakune

Open Monday — Friday 8am — 4pm
Saturday & Sunday CLOSED. Hire by arrangement
P 027 2799 724 E ohakunehire@xtra.co.nz

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF HIRE
EQUIPMENT. SEE OUR WEBSITE

WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

PARTY  HIRE: floodlights,
tables & chairs, heaters, spit
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing
dishes, crockery & cutlery,
dehumidifier, flute & wine
glasses, universal food cooker,
portaloos & showers, 3-section
marquee, horse float.

warquee Hip,

FOR THE BIG JOBS:
digger hire, cherry pickers,
pumps, wood splitters,

generators, car trailers, post
hole borers,

furniture trailer,
concrete equipment, rollers &
compactors, portable trencher

Ph 06 387 5022

RUAPEHU.INFO
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NZ’s military history in
the heart of Ruapehu

From Page 37

researching family members who have served in the New Zealand Army.
Whether you are beginning your family history journey or have already
uncovered a name and want to know more, the Museum can help bring
those stories to life.

From accessing and interpreting military service records to discovering
more detailed information about a person’s service, the Museum provides a
valuable starting point for anyone wanting to explore their family’s military
connections and uncover the stories behind the names.

Through an Army Lens

Don’t miss the Museum’s latest exhibition, Through an Army Lens, a
fascinating look at New Zealand Army life through the eyes of those who
capture it. Featuring striking photographs taken by New Zealand Defence
Force photographers, the exhibition takes visitors behind the camera to
explore the people, places and moments that make up military service.

From life in the field and training exercises to overseas deployments
and everyday moments rarely seen by the public, these powerful images
offer a unique and personal perspective on the modern New Zealand Army.

But a visit isn’t just about history. With family-friendly experiences,
engaging exhibitions and plenty to discover around every corner, the
National Army Museum offers something for visitors of all ages.

The Army Museum’s display showing an old uniform office from the
First World War.

Mob: 027 274 4282
Email: glynhubbard@icloud.com

Website: glynhubbard.co.nz

Ruapehu’s spring
snow options

Whakapapa is offering guests more choice and value on the mountain
this spring with a new All Mountain 2-Day Pass and updated pricing across
its All Mountain and Happy Valley Beginner Area passes now available
to purchase online.

The new passes, available online for $134 for adults and $89 for youth,
giving guests two days on the mountain for the equivalent of $67 per day
for adults and $44.50 per day for youth.

The two days do not need to be consecutive and any unused days will
be valid for the upcoming summer season between 1 November 2026 and
30 April 2027.

Whakapapa has also updated its All-Mountain Day Pass, previously
available as the All-Mountain Weekday Pass, which is now valid any day
of the week, including weekends. The All-Mountain Day Pass is available
online for $119 for adults and $79 for youth.

Happy Valley also has updated pricing: Beginner Area Pass, available
online for $79 for adults and $59 for youth.

“Spring is a great time to get back up the mountain, and we wanted to
offer guests more choice, value and flexibility as they make plans for the
rest of the season,” said Dave Mazey, CEO Whakapapa Holdings Limited.

“The new 2-Day Pass gives people a simple way to get more time on
the mountain for less, while extending the All-Mountain Day Pass across
the full week and updating our pass pricing gives guests clearer options
when planning their day at Whakapapa.”

Taroa spring

Taroa Ski Area is also offering spring passes, including a $499 adult
pass ($249 for youths).

The offer includes sightseeing, discounts on a 2027 pass, discounted
Whakapapa day passes, 25% off Turoa merchandise and tuning and a
range of off-mountain offers.

Ph 0274 718 289
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CAFE e GIFT SHOP e KIDS HQ e GUIDED TOURS

OPEN DAILY 9.00AM TO 4.30PM

State Highway 1, Waiouru

Www.armymuseum.co.nz






