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$405,000 Horopito Hub welcomed
Ruapehu is welcoming the Government’s announcement of a $405,000 

investment through the International Visitor Conservation and Tourism 
Levy (IVL) to help develop the new Horopito Hub at a key junction on 
the Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono Great Ride. The funding was 
announced as part of the Government’s investment in upgraded visitor 
facilities at Horopito on the Great Ride.

The Hub will create a safer and more welcoming gateway at the junction 
of three important sections of the Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono Great 
Ride: the Ohakune Old Coach Road, Ruatiti Connector and Te Hangāruru, 
says Ngā Ara Tūhono Charitable Trust Kaihautū Ara Lynley Twyman.

“A key part of the project is the provision of public toilets, addressing 
a critical visitor-facility gap for cyclists, walkers, runners and other users 
at Horopito. 

“The project will also provide formal car parking, safe shuttle access, 
shelter and improved wayfinding, creating a safer and more welcoming 
gateway for both visitors and locals. 

“These facilities will benefit trail users while also supporting Horopito 
residents, highway travellers, shuttle operators and visitors to nearby at-
tractions.”

The facility will enable the historic Horopito Old School Hall to be 
better used for community gatherings, events, education and other activi-
ties. Housed in the former Horopito School building, the hall is a Group 
B Heritage Building and has been preserved through sustained commu-
nity effort since residents formed the Horopito Residents and Ratepayers 
Society in 2006.

The Hub will provide a foundation for further community-led and tour-
ism-related activity, encouraging visitors to spend more time in Horopito 
and supporting the wider Ruapehu visitor economy.

The Hub will complement the growing visitor activity already being 
generated by Horopito Motors, widely known as Smash Palace. Its recent 
investment in the Jump Start Coffee Cart, alongside its established visitor 

An artist’s impression of how the proposed Horopito trails hub will look.

Turn to Page 23
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Ohakune 100 Ruapehu Road

964sqm 3 1 1

Asking Price $585,000

Kay Blaney027 480 8845

kay.blaney@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Quaint railway cottage

Nestled on Ruapehu Road at the edge of

Ohakune township, this iconic Railway

cottage offers character and

breathtaking rural views. The cottage

would provide a great opportunity for a

family to settle into a great lifestyle and

enjoy the outdoors on offer from the

Central Plateau. Call today to come and

see this cottage!

bayleys.co.nz/2900710

Ohakune 18A Matai Street

1 1 2

Asking Price $290,000

Jenny Dekker027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Exceptional value

handy location!

Thoughtfully enhanced and loved by the

current owners for over thirty years, the

home now features a warm and

welcoming fireplace, complementing its

natural alpine character. A sauna adds a

luxurious après-ski touch, while

additional sleeping space provides

excellent versatility for guests or

extended family.

bayleys.co.nz/2900886

Loop linked again as work continues 
on Tongariro Northern Circuit

The full Tongariro Northern Circuit will operate as a loop this summer, 
but setbacks in construction of the new Oturere Hut have delayed the hut’s 
opening until mid-December.

Progress has been made in repairing structural damage on Mangatepopo 
Track, which was impacted by fires in late 2025, and the track is on course 
for a summer reopening.

Department of Conservation principal ranger Jenny Hayward says be-
ing able to open Mangatepopo Track in mid-December means visitors can 
complete a full circuit this season.

“Mangatepopo Track is a critical link between Whaka-
papa Village and Mangatepopo Hut, and without it the 
Tongariro Northern Circuit hasn’t been a circuit.”

Although progress has been made at the track, poor 
weather has prevented contractors flying materials in to 
Oturere, delaying construction on the much-anticipated 
new hut. The hut and the campsite will now open for 
bookings from 18 December 2026. Visitors with affected 
bookings will be emailed directly next week by DOC and 
given the opportunity to change their booking or receive 
a full refund.

“We appreciate this is disappointing for those who had 
booked to stay in the brand-new hut, but unfortunately it 
has been unavoidable this time.

“On the bright side, when you do book the hut, you’ll 
now be able to include it as part of the full Great Walk 
circuit.”

The Tongariro Northern Circuit is a three or four-day 
hike through varied volcanic landscapes including parts 
of the Tongariro Alpine Crossing.

Jenny says there’s also good news for the future of 

Mangatepopo Track.
“At this stage we’re just working on replacing and repairing the fire-

impacted structures, but we now have approval to do a complete overhaul 
of the track.

“It’s going to be a complete refresh, with metalling resurfacing, new 
boardwalks and a strong focus on futureproofing.

“People who’ve walked the Mangatepopo Track in recent years will 

The new Oturere Hut – opening delayed until December. Photo: DOC.

Turn to Page 26
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SMALL HOOVES,
BIG ENERGY!

3.2km Forest Adventure Run3.2km Forest Adventure Run
Saturday 23 January 2027Saturday 23 January 2027

for ages 5 - 16for ages 5 - 16

Ohakune • Mt Ruapehu
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Scan QR code for Menu, Website, 
Instagram and more...

49 Clyde St, Ohakune I Open from 11am till late 

Burger I Chips I Fish I Toasty I Coffee I Soda I Soft 
Serve I Cookies I Kids Menu I Takeaway - Dine-in

The Double Burger Ghost Chips

Cookie DoughnutLoaded Fries

The Fish

The Cubano Toasty

Done properly.
No shortcuts.
No mucking around.Kiwi Classics

attraction, demonstrates local confidence in Horopito’s potential and the op-
portunities created as more people stop, explore and spend time in the area.

“This investment recognises Horopito’s growing importance within our 
connected trail network and the wider region,” says Twyman.

“The Hub will address a long-standing gap in public toilets and other 
essential visitor facilities, improving safety, comfort and accessibility for 
people walking, cycling and travelling through Horopito. We are grate-
ful for the Government’s support through the IVL, which recognises the 
importance of investing in infrastructure that enhances visitor experiences 
while benefiting local communities.”

“We look forward to working closely with the Horopito com munity to 
ensure the Hub is a welcoming, well-used asset that reflects local aspira-
tions and delivers lasting benefits.”

The Trust welcomed the support of Tourism and Hospitality Minister 
Louise Upston and the Government’s continued investment in visitor 
infrastructure that strengthens regional tourism and community outcomes.

The project application was supported by Visit Ruapehu and will be 
delivered in partnership with Ruapehu District Council, which will lead 

the project and own the completed public assets.
“Horopito is an important gateway within the Ruapehu visitor network. 

This investment will improve the visitor experience, support greater use 
of local community facilities and create new opportunities for tourism 
activity in the area,” Visit Ruapehu General Manager Jo Kennedy said.

Ngā Ara Tūhono Charitable Trust will support delivery through its trail, 
visitor-experience, stakeholder engagement and signage expertise. The 
Trust also acknowledges the Visit Ruapehu, Ruapehu District Council, 
Horopito Ratepayers Association, the Horopito Old School Hall commu-
nity, the Fredrickson family and everyone who has supported the project’s 
development.

Detailed design, consenting and delivery planning will now progress, 
with the preferred aim of opening the Hub during summer 2026/27.

$405,000 Horopito Hub welcomed
From Page 21
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@Facebook - theflavourfarm.co.nz

ADVERTORIAL

Newest spot for sweet and savoury
Newly opened this season, The Flavour Farm 

is Ohakune’s newest spot for sweet and savoury 
takeaways done right. When you’re after some 
quick and high-quality food, this is the place to 
grab it. Tuesday to Sunday, 9am until 3pm, at 18 
Goldfinch Street.

On the menu: brunch plates to start the day 
off well, pocket meals stuffed with slow-cooked 
meat, hearty soups, and heat ‘n’ eat meals for 
busy nights. Something for every craving, to 
sustain any busy day.

Behind it all is Karl, a chef with worldwide 
experience and formal training in traditional 
French cuisine, now bringing that expertise to 
Ohakune. At The Flavour Farm, Karl merges the 
techniques of haute cuisine with meals that are 
practical and easy to enjoy at home or on the go.

Karl makes it a point of honour to prepare 
everything from scratch. That means homemade 
bread baked fresh, kefir cultured in-house, and 
sauerkraut fermented on-site. Real ingredients, 
real technique, real flavour.

The menu is constantly refined, one dish at 
a time, shaped by creativity and by you. Karl 
welcomes customer requests and feedback, and 
gluten-free and vegetarian options are always 
available.

The Flavour Farm 18 Goldfinch Street, 
Ohakune Tuesday to Sunday, 9am to 3pm.

Karl Piddington – offering sweet and savoury takeaways ‘done right’. Photo: Nicholas Schneyer.

PRESSURE WASH
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

GARDEN CARE

021 0873 4724
info@wpw.nzWAIMARINO

P R O P E R T Y  W O R K S

AAIMMARINMAWAA NWWAWAWWAWAWWWWAWAW NNONNONNO
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Raetihi 3 Queen Street

1,012sqm 4 2

Asking Price $393,000

Kay Blaney027 480 8845

kay.blaney@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Character and charm

Step into the charm of a bygone era with

this renovated 1920's weatherboard

home, perfectly positioned on a fully

fenced section in the heart of Raetihi

township. Blending timeless character

with modern comfort, this spacious

residence offers four bedrooms, making

it an ideal choice for growing families.

bayleys.co.nz/2900903

Erua 5746 Makotuku Valley Road

6.0729ha 5 3

For Sale offers invited over

$749,000

Antony Greenfield 021 102 3594

antony.greenfield@bayleys.co.nz

Maurice Heappey027 277 1674

maurice.heappey@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

WESTERMAN REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Dual living, modern

comfort - space for all

Welcome to Waiora Lodge, a beautifully

positioned rural property offering the

ideal blend of comfort, privacy, and

nature. Currently used as a holiday home

this property is easily adapted for guests,

extended family or multi-generational

living. Come and see why Waiora Lodge

is the place to be.

bayleys.co.nz/2900810

Bridge upgrades to boost Mountains to Sea
By: Moana Ellis, Local Democracy Reporter
A major infrastructure upgrade on the Mountains to Sea - Ngā Ara 

Tūhono Great Ride is under way, with 15 new bridges and boardwalks 
being installed across the iconic Mangapurua and Kaiwhakauka sections.

The Department of Conservation (DOC) is leading the project, working 
alongside the Ngā Ara Tūhono Charitable Trust to co-ordinate visitor com-
munications and minimise disruption during construction.

Installation work on the Mangapurua section will take place until mid-
October, in time for the Great Ride season.

Work in the Kaiwhakauka Valley will follow in November and December, 
with bypasses available while construction is underway.

DOC project manager Louise Brown said careful planning means most 
visitors will still be able to enjoy the trails while work progresses.

“Many of the bridges have been built offsite and, for the most part, 
existing structures will remain in use until the new bridges are completed, 
so you’ll still be able to get out naturing.

“However, there will be a couple of times where we need to close a 
track completely, and we’ll aim to give two days’ notice on our website.”

The Mangapurua and Kaiwhakauka tracks are among the most remote 
stages of the Mountains to Sea - Ngā Ara Tūhono Great Ride, taking riders, 
walkers and trampers through Whanganui National Park and connecting 
them with the history, landscape, waterways and stories of the valleys.

The project includes a mix of aluminium truss and timber bridge re-
placements, along with two new boardwalks in the Kaiwhakauka Valley.
Important investment

Trust kaihautū ara/general manager Lynley Twyman said the upgrades 
are an important investment in preserving one of the country’s most dis-
tinctive trail experiences.

“The Mangapurua and Kaiwhakauka sections are a truly special part of 
the journey. They offer riders and walkers a powerful sense of remoteness, 
history and connection - from the old valley settlements and the Bridge to 
Nowhere through to the Whanganui awa,” Twyman said.

The Trust governs, maintains and develops the Great Ride, bringing 
together local iwi, the Ruapehu and Whanganui district councils and 
community partners.

“These bridge upgrades are not about changing the character of the ex-
perience. They are about protecting access, improving safety and making 
sure this remarkable journey can continue to be enjoyed into the future,” 
Twyman said.

“This work demonstrates that although these trails are free to access, 
they rely on strong partnerships, ongoing maintenance, and investment 
from agencies, councils, iwi, communities, operators and trail supporters.”

Ngā Ara Tūhono Charitable Trust trustee Hayden Potaka, representing 
the Whanganui Māori Regional Tourism Organisation, said the Great 
Ride plays a vital role in supporting Māori tourism and the wider visitor 
economy across the region.

“Ngā Ara Tūhono is important to the ongoing development of Māori 
tourism and the wider visitor economy across our rohe.”

He said the organisation had been working well alongside the mayors 
and industry representatives on the Trust.

“Strong partnerships with DOC, councils, iwi, communities and tourism 
operators are essential to its continued success.
Tourism link

“For tourism operators throughout the Whanganui catchment, the Moun-
tains to Sea - Ngā Ara Tūhono Great Ride is an important link connecting 
the maunga, the whenua and the Whanganui Awa.

“Maintaining safe, functional and high-quality trails supports our op-
erators, strengthens local employment and enterprise, and creates lasting 
benefits for the communities situated along the journey.”

Potaka said the Mangapurua and Kaiwhakauka sections are especially 
significant because they connect visitors with the history, cultural narratives 
and natural environment of the rohe.

“The bridge replacement work is an important investment in maintaining 
safe access and ensuring these special places can continue to be experienced.
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Rangataua 9 Tau Street

768sqm 4 1

Asking Price $390,000

Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

Character villa with space and charm

Set in the quiet village of Rangataua, 9 Tau Street offers the charm and proportions of a classic villa

with plenty of potential to add further value. This relocated character home has already seen some

renovation work completed and presents as tidy and comfortable, while still leaving room for you to

add your own style and finishing touches over time. Featuring four bedrooms, one bathroom, and

beautiful high stud ceilings, the home retains the timeless character villas are loved for while

providing generous living spaces for families, holidaymakers, or those wanting room to spread out.

With partial views of Mount Ruapehu and being sold partially furnished and ready to enjoy, this is an

easy move-in option with scope to further enhance.

bayleys.co.nz/2900892

SKI~mojo

www.skimojodownunder.co.nz

• skiers
• snowboarders

• telemarkers

Takes weight off 
your knees, thighs 

and legs.
Contact Rod

0274 993 455

SKI ALL DAY ...
• FURTHER • FASTER • LONGER

know it has not been in a condition we’d expect for a Great Walk. We’re 
really looking forward to bringing it up to standard and getting even more 
people out naturing in Tongariro.”

Bookings for Great Walks can be made through the DOC website.

From Page 22

A set of steps after the fire and after the repairs. Photos: DOC.

Northern Circuit work continues 
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Ohakune 10/76 Ruapehu Road

1.0275ha

Asking Price $265,000

Kay Blaney027 480 8845

kay.blaney@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Whalefield estate

Whalefield Estate is a secure, gated

subdivision located on Ruapehu Road at

the edge of Ohakune township. This

established development caters to both

permanent residents and holiday

homeowners. Set against the backdrop

of majestic Mount Ruapehu, this is truly a

place to build your alpine dream.

bayleys.co.nz/2900878

Ohakune 3 Karo Street

1,234sqm 9 10

Price by Negotiation

Jenny Dekker 027 455 5674

jenny.dekker@bayleys.co.nz

BARTLEY REAL ESTATE LTD, BAYLEYS,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Iconic Tussock Lodge

Originally built for Alex Harvey for the

Tūroa Skifield, this landmark lodge at 3

Karo Street carries a rare alpine legacy.

Carefully maintained and

comprehensively renovated by the

current owners of over 20 years, it now

presents as a beautifully refined and

highly functional mountain retreat.

bayleys.co.nz/2900887

A lovely way to spend the end of a spring day – drive up the Ohakune Mountain Road for a barbecue picnic and watch the sunset. Photo: Robert Milne
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www.ruapehu.co.nz

STAY | PLAY | RELAX
Looking for the perfect place to stay in Ohakune?

Discover a curated collection of chalets, holiday homes, and lodges
tailored to your style, group size, and budget.

BOOK DIRECT & SAVE
THIRD PARTY FEES

Ruapehu Chalet Rentals
Locally owned & operated
60+ quality holiday homes

Prime locations across Ohakune
Easy online booking

www.ruapehu.co.nz
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From 
the 

files:
The Ruapehu 

Bulletin – and its 
predecessor, the 

Waimarino Bulletin 
– have been 

covering stories 
from the ski areas 

since 1983. 
Papers Past has 

all our files – 
searchable – from 
May 1983 to 2001.
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Meet Craig Hughes: the owner, with his wife Mele, and head chef of 
Robins Nest Bistro. Craig has been a chef for 48 years starting his ca-
reer in The Navy where he trained. He has worked in Tonga, London and 
Auckland before moving to Raetihi 10 years ago, where he has worked 
at different establishments in the Ohakune, Waiouru and Raetihi.

From 
the 

files:
Pictured is the Tūroa 

Yeti making his escape 
from a band of ski 

instructors, during a 
ski school demo in the 

1980’s
The Ruapehu Bulletin 

– and its predecessor, 
the Waimarino Bulletin 

– have been covering 
stories from the ski 

areas since 1983. 
Papers Past has all our 

files – searchable – 
from May 1983 to 2001.
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Local Knowledge. Genuine Connection.
Whether you’re buying, selling, investing or simply wondering what your property 
could be worth, I’m here to help.

With a chosen love for the Ruapehu region and a people-fi rst approach to real 
estate, I bring local insight, thoughtful marketing and a calm, 
down-to-earth approach to every property journey.

Alexis Gault 
Residential/Lifestyle Sales Consultant

022 054 3510 
alexis.gault@pb.co.nz

pb.co.nz
Licensed REAA 2008 | Q030490Licensed REAA 2008

Q034587

ACCOMMODATION  |  BAR  |  RESTAURANT
Est. 1913

Historic Kings offers an inviting menu by local chefs

Ruapehu Beers on tap

Book for functions ... small or large groups welcome

Check our socials for more info
(06) 385 8648  3 Rimu St, OHAKUNE

info@kingsohakune.co.nz
www.kingsohakune.co.nz

Photo: John Chapman

School takes aim to name snow gun
A local school’s long-standing connection with Mt Ruapehu has been 

recognised, after winning Whakapapa Ski Area’s 2026 “Name a Snow 
Gun” competition.

Hayley Brown, a teacher at Kuratau School, submitted the winning entry, 
nominating the school in recognition of its special history with the maunga.

“For generations, Kuratau School students have travelled to Whakapapa 
to learn to ski and snowboard in Happy Valley, with thousands of young 
people taking their first turns on snow through the school’s ski programme,” 
says Whakapapa Ski Area marketing manager Phil Lemalu. 

“Inspired by this enduring tradition, Whakapapa’s newest snow gun has 
officially been named ‘Kuratau Cannon’.

“The Kuratau Cannon now stands proudly in Happy Valley, where it will 
help produce snow for the next generation of beginner skiers and snow-

boarders, while celebrating the school’s contribution to introducing young 
New Zealanders to the mountains.”

Lemalu said the competition attracted a range of creative entries, but 
Kuratau School’s story stood out.

“The connection between Kuratau School and Happy Valley spans gen-
erations. So many young people have experienced snow for the first time 
through school trips, and it’s fitting that one of our snow guns now celebrates 
that legacy. We congratulate Hayley and the Kuratau School community 
on their winning entry.”

Visitors are encouraged to keep an eye out for the Kuratau Cannon next 
time they’re in Happy Valley and snap a photo when they spot it.

Hayley Brown, Kuratau School, pictured with the ‘Kuratau Cannon’ and 
one of her pupils. Photo supplied.
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Ngātokoerua 
Scenic 
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Pōkākā Road
Trail Exit / Shuttle Point

Te Hangāruru Track

Trail Start/End

WAIMARINO  
VILLAGE

KAITIEKE

Off Road Trail Ends, Transition of Rural Road

Reteruke Lodge

Erua Forest

To Whakahoro and the Kaiwhakauka

Last Spike 
Memorial Site

Existing Marton Sash and Door  
(Will become part of Te Hangāruru)

MARTON SASH AND DOOR

Phase II
HELP US MAKE THIS  
A REALITY! HEAD TO

mountainstosea.nz/
support

PLEASE DO NOT CROSS  
ANY RAILWAY LINES. 

Exit and entry only at Matapuna 
Rd and Pōkākā Road.

Next section to Last Spike 
open late Spring 2026.

MIDDLE & RUATITI RD

OLD COACH ROAD

WHANGANUI

OHAKUNE

MARTON SASH
AND DOOR

TE HANGĀRURU
PLANNED CONNECTION

PHASE 2 PENDING 
CONSTRUCTION

TE ARA 
MANGAWHERO

TE 
HANGĀRURU
GRADE

2
LENGTH

11.1km  
(one way)

DURATION 

1.5 hrs  
(return)

MARTON 
SASH AND 
DOOR
GRADE

3
LENGTH

18 km
DURATION 

2-3 hrs

Please note: To access Uenuku Pines Mountain 
Bike Park, you must purchase a day license from 

Ruapehu MTB Club first (ruapehumtb.nz)

Discover more exciting sections of Mountains to Sea –  
Ngā Ara Tūhono. Over 300kms of connected trails from 
Ruapehu to Whanganui. Also check out our sister Great Ride 
– Timber Trail NZ.
Get detailed maps and information from the local 
isite or our Official Trail Partners, or download from 
mountainstosea.nz 19KM

UPOKONGARO TO 
THE TASMAN SEA

19KM
UPOKONGARO TO 
THE TASMAN SEA

 

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
Urban pathways navigate riders from the historic village 
of Upokongaro along the banks of the Whanganui River, 
through the heart of a historic and creative city and finally to 
the black-sand beaches where the Whanganui River meets 
the Tasman Sea. 

With an 800+ year history of Te Ati Haunui-a-Paparangi 
occupation, the mouth of the Whanganui River has been 
home to iwi for hundreds of years. Whanganui was also an 
early destination for European settlers. The development of 
a bustling port and an expanding national rail network made 
Whanganui an important transport and trade hub from the 
late 19th century. 

By 1916, Whanganui was New Zealand’s fifth biggest city. 
The city’s heritage is still on display, with perfectly preserved 
Edwardian and Victorian architecture lining the main streets 
of the city. The Whanganui Regional Museum is home to 
a significant collection of taonga Māori. Two authentic 
riverboats still cruise the Whanganui River, and Durie Hill 
Tunnel and Elevator have been operating for more than one 
hundred years. 

Today, Whanganui is a thriving community, known for its 
vibrant creative scene, beautiful city centre and welcoming 
culture. Riders will find plenty of reasons to stop and stay 
awhile.

UPOKONGARO TO 
THE TASMAN SEA

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL 
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA 
OUR SHORT SURVEY.

There is a multiplicity of public art to discover on your route, which 
will intrigue and invite you to stop and consider. These include 
Balancing Act – Daniel Clifford (the pencils), Mountains to Sea – 
Mikel Durel Browne, Kerry McDonnel and Max Cody, Protection in 
Adversity – Joe Morrel, Moorings – Pete Nicholls, Bearing (a great 
place to take an Insta shot of you and the river reflected in the 
stainless-steel surface) – David McCracken, Kererū – Paul Dibley, 
& Here My Train a Comin’ – Britt Brunkley. For those inclined, there 
is a whole “Coastal Arts Trail” dedicated to arts. 

As you meander along Taupō Quay, make the most of what is on 
offer with a range of great cafes and artisan spots. If you’re here 
on a Saturday, the Whanganui River Markets are worth exploring, 
we think they’re one of the best markets in the country. Whanganui 
has been designated New Zealand’s UNESCO City of Design, it is 
easy to see why when you explore the buildings and their unique 
architecture. 

Pop off the trail up into Drews Ave with its outdoor seating and 
bohemian vibe, a wonderful place to chill for a while. The local 
isite is the place to discover more to explore in Whanganui. 
There is a trail map and a bike repair stand here. Whanganui’s 
main street, Victoria Avenue, is up to your right, where you can 
enjoy boutique shopping along the picturesque hanging-basket-
lined avenue. This area is also home to Cooks Gardens athletics 
track (famous for Peter Snell’s record-breaking mile in 1962), an 
outdoor wooden velodrome (1995) replacing one built in the early 
1930s, and the Royal Whanganui Opera House (1899). Records 
of cycling in Whanganui date back to the 1870s with locals racing 
and riding the aptly named boneshaker bikes! This area features 
great photo opportunities as you navigate among the murals. Plan 
time to explore the city centre, there’s much to see and many arts 
opportunities to engage with. 

This is also a great time to detour across the City Bridge, walk 
(or ride) the 213m tunnel and take a ride on the historic Durie Hill 
Elevator. Built in 1919, it’s New Zealand’s only underground public 
transport elevator and operates daily. At the lookout you’ll see one 
of the best views of Whanganui, overlooking the awa and the city 
with views to Mt Taranaki and Mt Ruapehu. 

HIGHLIGHTS
Coastal ride along the 
Whanganui River 

Untamed Tasman Sea 
coast with black sand 
beaches

Whanganui – New 
Zealand’s only UNESCO 
City of Design

Quirky cafes and eateries

Whanganui River Markets 
(Every Saturday)

Historic riverboats 

Durie Hill Tunnel and 
Underground Elevator

Stunning street art  
and galleries

A stunning, mostly flat ride along the awa. Discover 
Whanganui’s special moments in history, creative 
expressions and more, culminating in the awe 
inspiring (and sometimes tempestuous) Tasman 
Sea, where the awa’s journey from the maunga to 
the moana finally concludes.
Starting in the village of Upokongaro, where riverboats ply their 
trade taking passengers (and sometimes bikes) to and from the 
city of Whanganui, as they have done for over a century. This is 
a fabulous place to stop and grab a coffee and a bite to eat or 
try a gin-crafting workshop at Papaiti Gin distillery. Also consider 
exploring the purpose-built mountain bike tracks at That Place 
Mountain Bike Park (12km upstream from Upokongaro). 

Head south towards the pedestrian/cycling bridge. Follow the 
path over the SH4 bridge and take a sharp left under the road 
and up on to the Upokongaro bridge. Connecting Aramoho and 
Upokongaro, this bridge has connected the communities and 
enhanced the active habits of locals. Take a moment as you are 
suspended above the flowing waters to feel the mana of this 
special waterway.

From this point, the mostly concrete trail hugs the right-hand 
side of the river wending through the horticultural outskirts of the 
city. Mixing old and new; from the birthplace of New Zealand’s 
kiwifruit industry (the Hayward variety was developed and grown 
here); the suburbs of the city open around you as you head past 
the Whanganui Top 10 holiday park, and Te Ao Hou marae. The 
Hylton Mountain Bike Park is up in the hills on your right. On 
your left you will pass the Aramoho Whanganui Rowing Club 
followed by the railway bridge. The next landmark is an old Bailey 
Bridge (known as Dublin St Bridge). There is an underpass at this 
bridge, so you don’t have to brave the busy roundabout. On a 
clear day, if you look to your left there are spectacular views of 
Mt Ruapehu, a satisfying reminder of where the Mountains to Sea 
journey commences. Passing the historic and culturally significant 
Pākaitore – Moutoa Gardens you’ll soon arrive at the pier where 
the riverboats dock. 

TRAIL ROUTE

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: 
HELP SPREAD THE WORD

@M2SNZ

mountainstosea.nz

Back on to the trail, ducking under the City Bridge (keep an eye 
out for the fountain that flows alongside) you’ll head towards the 
traditional fishing and industrial zones of the city. Stop and take 
your picture beside the leaning upturned train constructed entirely 
of locally fired bricks. 

The river widens and changes through this section as the fresh 
water from the mountains starts to mix with the salty brine of the 
Tasman Sea. A visit to Whanganui is not complete without taking 
in the structural remnants of old wharves, driftwood and the ever-
changing patterns on the riverbanks. 

Keep an eye out for the Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono 
km markers en route as it can be easy to become distracted by 
everything around you. 

High on the stop banks, you’ll pass the industrial heart of the 
city including just down the road Pacific Helmets, New Zealand’s 
world-renown safety helmet designers. Keep a close eye on the 
trail markers as you skirt around Q-West (prominent for producing 
large aluminium boats and ferries). 

Soon your wheels will be rolling through the ubiquitous black 
sands of the North Island’s west coast. The North Mole (another 
name for a breakwater) stretches out into the Tasman protecting, 
the harbour and providing a haven for fishing and surfing. This 
area is undergoing restoration as part of the Te Pūwaha port 
redevelopment project. 

Breathe in the fresh air and reflect on your journey. Look west 
towards Mt Taranaki, south to Kāpiti Island and northeast towards 
Mt Ruapehu. Celebrate with your own driftwood creation on the 
beach and then continue to explore the area of Castlecliff’s village 
with its surf club, playgrounds, and café.

#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZmountainstosea.nz

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: HELP SPREAD THE WORD

(WHANGANUI)
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CONNECTING MAP:
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL 
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA 
OUR SHORT SURVEY.
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mountainstosea.nz

Te Awa o Whanganui holds deep significance 
to Whanganui iwi, who have a saying, ‘Ko au te 
awa, ko te awa ko au’, which translates as ‘I am 
the river, and the river is Me.’ This expresses the 
intrinsic and unbreakable ties that bind the people 
to the river – a living being from mountains to sea.

In 2017, this connection was officially recognised  
in the passing of Te Awa Tupua, a government  
Act according the river the same rights as a  
living person.

“E rere kau mai te Awa nui, mai i te Kāhui 
Maunga ki Tangaroa.
Ko au te Awa, ko te Awa ko au”
“The river flows from the mountains to the sea.  
I am the river and the river is me.”

#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZmountainstosea.nz

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: HELP SPREAD THE WORD

 

Please respect all marae and urupā 
(cemeteries); permission is required  
to visit these treasured places.

50.5 km Keep an eye out for the Shell Rock Cliffs, layers of 
fossilised oyster shells revealing the secret that this land used to 
be submerged under the ocean.

53 km Two old pā (fortified village) sites – Parikino and 
Pungarehu (56km) – signal the end of the undulating sections. 
Parikino was originally located on the other side of the river, but – 
as with many of the pā and marae – the opening of the river road 
saw a gradual shift to the river’s true left. 

59 km Aramoana Hill, also known as Gentle Annie, is the 
toughest climb on the road but rewards you with a fantastic vista  
of the river valley, Pungarehu and Mt Ruapehu.
The descent down the other side reaches the junction of 
Whanganui River Road and State Highway 4. Take care crossing 
this junction and head right.

65 km Upokongaro (is a welcome refreshment stop. Formerly 
an important ferry crossing and riverboat stop, it now sports a 
dedicated cycling bridge spanning the Whanganui River.
Stop for a moment to take in the story panels sharing more of  
our special history.
The trail continues along the opposite side of the river to the 
historic and arty city of Whanganui and the end of the Mountains 
to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono.

22 km Kawana Flour Mill was built in 1854. It is the last 
remaining flour mill on the Whanganui River and the only remaining 
example of 1850s mill machinery in New Zealand. The rebuilt, 
water-powered mill features the original waterwheel and grinding 
stones. The restored, colonial-style miller’s cottage can also be 
seen. Open 7 days, just head in through the gate.

22.8 km Matahiwi is the hub of a small farming community.  
The schoolhouse here was transported by riverboat from Parinui, 
nearly 50km upriver, in 1923. Today it is houses Matahiwi Gallery 
Café, an excellent stop for coffee and home-baked goodies. This 
is the only refreshment stop on the River Road and also offers 
accommodation options. Check website – open summer season 
only.

30 km The road undulates onward to Koriniti, the site of a 
small but stunning marae featuring two traditional wharenui and 
a small museum. This is a popular stop for cultural tours and 
overnight stays, which must be booked in advance. A further 
500m downstream is the truly unique Flying Fox accommodation, 
reached via an aerial cable across the river.

36 km Tunnel culvert. Hand dug by local roadworkers through 
the papa to divert the stream and prevent flooding. Now home to 
glow worms and stunning ferns.

40.5 km Otumaire DOC campsite.

41.2 km On the far bank of the river, historic Hut was built in the 
1920’s by Thomas D. Downes, the original River Foreman, on the 
former kāinga (settlement) site known as Pukupuku. 

43 km Ātene/Athens was named after the Greek capital by 
the missionary Reverend Richard Taylor. Look out for the small 
meeting house, constructed in 1886. It’s also the starting point for 
the Ātene Skyline Walk (42.5km). The full tramp takes 6–8-hours 
and rises to a height of 572m offering outstanding views. The  
first section is known as the Ātene Viewpoint Walk and takes  
2 hours return.

HIGHLIGHTS
Whanganui National Park  
& River Scenery.

Connection to the Awa and 
its people.

St Joseph’s Convent at 
Hiruhārama/Jerusalem.

Kawana Flour Mill.

Matahiwi  
Gallery Cafe.

Beautifully Carved  
Marae Whare.

Stunning papa  
geological features.

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
For more than 800 years, Māori have lived 
alongside the Whanganui River, building marae 
and kāinga (villages), cultivating sheltered river 
terraces and engaging with the forests.

Numerous marae still exist along the river, and the river 
is home to many descendants of the original inhabitants. 
European settlers followed in search of a new life in New 
Zealand and opportunities and in the late 1800s and 
early 1900s the river became a major visitor attraction, 
with people enjoying leisurely river boat cruises. The 
Whanganui River became internationally known as the 
‘Rhine of New Zealand.’

The Whanganui River Road was constructed in 1934, 
after taking 30 years to build. The building of the road 
changed the river communities forever with many marae 
and important sites desecrated in the process. Prior to 
construction access to settlements was by river, but with 
the changes many settlements moved across the river 
(away from the sun), changing our history forever. 

Take your time along this special place.

The 65 km journey is just as wonderful in either 
direction. Here we guide you from inland to sea, 
starting at the remote riverside settlement of 
Pipiriki, gateway to the upper Whanganui River and 
Whanganui National Park, and the major landing 
point for canoe and jet boat trips.
Before setting off from Pipiriki, take time to read the 
large information panel recounting the area’s rich 
Māori and European history. It’s a good introduction  
to the journey to come.

5 km Ōmorēhu Waterfall lookout is a fine example of the 
many that cascade into the Whanganui River. The 120m climb to 
the lookout is well worth it for panoramic views of the river and 
forested Whanganui National Park. 

9.5 km It’s all downhill to Hiruhārama/Jerusalem, home to the 
century-old St Joseph’s church and convent where you can admire 
the church’s beautifully carved altar and kowhaiwhai panels, relax 
in the serene rosary garden, and stay overnight in the original 
convent building.
A significant historic site, the mission was founded by Mother 
Suzanne Aubert (1835–1926), whose influence is still felt strongly 
around the region today. She is also likely to be canonised as 
New Zealand’s first Saint. More stories surround another former 
Hiruhārama/Jerusalem resident, the poet James K. Baxter whose 
commune here closed soon after his death in 1972.

17 km The small island river of Moutoa can be seen from the 
road. This was the scene of a short and fierce battle in 1864.  
This helped establish a close bond between local iwi and  
European settlers.

19 km Rānana/London is one of the River Road’s larger 
settlements, and home to an historic Catholic church, school, and 
a beautiful marae – one of many that can be seen from the road.

TRAIL ROUTE

WHANGANUI 
RIVER ROADWHANGANUI  

RIVER ROAD
WHANGANUI  
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TRACK
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ran on narrow-gauge rails and was used to transport vast 
quantities of timber from the dense forests surrounding Ohakune. 

Logs were taken to local sawmills, powering the growing demand 
for timber in New Zealand in the 1900’s. As you traverse this 
trail, you’ll find remnants of the tramway, offering glimpses into 
a bygone era when the sounds of saws and locomotives echoed 
through these once-bustling forests.

Nurturing the Environment Back to Health
Today, Te Ara Mangawhero stands as a testament to the 
commitment of healing land and repairing the damage of 
the past. Once cleared for logging, these areas are being 
restored, with native flora and fauna reclaiming their place 
in the landscape. Conservation efforts, led by local iwi and 
environmental experts, focus on replanting native trees, 
controlling pests, and protecting waterways to create a thriving 
ecosystem.

Along the trail, you’ll encounter native species such as towering 
rimu, kahikatea, and tawa trees, which form the backbone of the 
forest. Keep an eye out for the koru (fern fronds) of the silver fern, 
a symbol of New Zealand’s natural heritage. The melodic tūī and 
darting tīwaiwaka (fantail) can often be heard or seen, while the 
endangered whio (blue duck) has also returned to the region’s 
waterways.

Kataina mai rā e te Kōkako, kōaka, kōaka, 
Kia whakataukī te manu Tūī, tuia, tuia, i te pūaotanga
Kia whakapurua ki te remu o te Huia
However, the Kōkako will scoff and laugh at your deeds but listen 
to the Tūi encouraging you to unite at the dawning of the day and 
follow good strong leadership like the Huia.

The Mangawhero Stream: Lifeblood of the Land
As you journey through the trail, the soothing Mangawhero 
Stream flows beside you. The origin of this waterway are the 
slopes of Koro Ruapehu, with the upper reaches flowing through 
Tūroa ski field.

E oha, ka, oha, e ohakune ki te ao!
Welcome to the opening to a new world.

Ki kō, Ki kō, tirohia kei whea te taunga o te Titīwaitori
Parepare mai koe e te Tīwaiwaka
I te paepae o te tautara
He nono tītaka te tau te mauri 

Over yonder after a long and arduous search is the 
Titīwaitori on its perch.
You are diverted by the Tīwaiwaka in the forest canopy.
Turning around the mouri finally rest.

Ngāti Rangi, in collaboration with Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara 
Tūhono – invites you on a journey through history, nature and 
culture. This 11.4km trail offers an unforgettable experience, 
combining rich heritage with stunning landscapes that tell the 
stories of the past, present, and future.

Cultural Significance of Ngāti Rangi
We ask that your most sincere intentions and your utmost  
respect for the whenua (land), and taiao (environment) are  
upheld throughout your journey.  

Nau mai, rarau mai ra!
This land is the rohe of Ngāti Rangi, tāngata whenua and their 
stories and spirituality are woven into the journey. As tāngata 
tiaki o te taiao of this trail, visitors can experience the deep 
connection between people, and the whenua reflecting the 
kaitiakitanga that make this taiao unique.

Discover a Historic Route
Te Ara Mangawhero follows parts of the old Bennett and Punch 
bush tramway, which was vital to establishing the logging 
industry in the region. Built in the early 1900s, the tramway  

OUR STORY

TE ARA 
MANGAWHERO

TE ARA 
MANGAWHERO

12.9KM
TE ARA 

MANGAWHERO

12.9KM

#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZ
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This is a significant awa for Ngati Rangi, culturally and 
spiritually, due to its origin and the qualities it provides for 
people; wai ora, wai mouri, wai mana. It symbolises sustenance, 
purity, and the life force of the land.

Breathtaking Views of Mt Ruapehu
Throughout the trail, you’ll be treated to awe-inspiring views of 
Mt Ruapehu. 

The mountain – Koro – is Ngāti Rangi ancestral mountain and is 
deemed sacred. Ngāti Rangi has a responsibility to protect the 
mana and tapu of the maunga, as a revered ancestor, a symbol 
of strength, life, and spiritual connection. 

His presence reminds us of the deep cultural links between the 
whenua, people, and their whakapapa (ancestry).

• Ko te Kāhui Maunga te mātāpuna o te ora

Part of Tongariro National Park – A Dual World  
Heritage Site
Te Ara Mangawhero is also part of Tongariro National Park, a 
Dual World Heritage Site recognised for both its cultural and 
natural significance. Gifted to the nation in 1887 by the Māori 
chief Te Heuheu Tūkino IV, the park protects the sacred peaks 
of Ruapehu, Tongariro, and Ngāuruhoe, blending natural beauty 
with deep cultural importance.

Experience the Journey
Whether you’re a seasoned rider or a casual walker, Te Ara 
Mangawhero offers a journey that intertwines an inspiring 
adventure.

HIGHLIGHTS CONNECTING MAPS:
OHAKUNE OLD COACH ROADSpectacular views of  

Mt Ruapehu

Guided stories of the 
ngāhere by Ngāti Rangi

Witness the regeneration 
of native bush and wildlife

Historical insight into the 
Bennett and Punch Bush 
Tramway

Discover the significance 
of the Dual World Heritage 
status of Tongariro 
National Park

This trail has been built as a partnership between Mountains 
to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono and Ngāti Rangi. Please head to 
mountainstosea.nz/support to make a difference.

TRAIL ROUTE
Your journey begins at the base of Ohakune Mountain Road, 
where the remnants of an old village can be seen, including 
fragments of a pharmacy and cooking utensils. As you 
progress, keep an eye out for the iconic colonial buildings 
across the paddocks, once bustling around the train station  
at the start of the adjoining Ohakune Old Coach Road.

The trail gently ascends through the forest, crossing small 
bridges and weaving through the ngāhere. You’ll briefly join the 
Mangawhero Forest Walk (share with care) before navigating 
across the road to rejoin a well-preserved section of the 
Bennett and Punch Tramway. This part of the trail travels 
through dense bush to a new bridge built upon the original 
piles of a historic multi-span bridge.

At a junction, turning right will lead you through wetlands and 
regenerating tussocks, a reminder of the forest once cleared 
for logging. Even today, you’ll notice old stumps and remnants 
of iron pins from tramway sleepers scattered along the path.

The highest section takes you over a 19-metre bridge, offering 
views of both the mountain and the surrounding bush. Turn 
around there (we’re still building the next stage). Turn here to 
return via the campground loop. 

As you head downhill, you’ll pass the Ohakune water intake, 
glide over bridges, and traverse regenerating bush, eventually 
reaching a DOC campsite and facilities. The loop reconnects 
with the original track, taking you back to the start.

Ka whakarongo ki te tangi a te Kawekaweā
Kawea mai rā i te tōmatomatotanga o te tōmairangi
E rongo koe i te Pīpīwharauroa.
Kūī! Kūī! Whitiwhiti ora!
Kia whakapaenga ki te Manu Tāwhiorangi
Ka puta 
Ka ora nā ii!
Listening to the cry of the Kawekawea. It brings an 
abundance of blessings. You hear the Pīpīwharauroa,  
New life! New life! It is sanctioned by Manu Tāwhiorangi.  
I live!
Travel safe and enjoy the spirit of this remarkable trail.
Kia kaha, kia maia, kai manawanui!

ngatirangi.com

ngatirangi.com

 

OHAKUNE  
OLD COACH 
ROAD

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL AND SHARE 
YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA OUR SHORT SURVEY.

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: 
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Round the corner and along, take time to rest your legs at the 
Bush Camp picnic spot, nestled deep in the forest. Spare a 
thought for the pioneering road builders and their supper of 
cabbage soup and grog as you tuck into your muesli bar and 
peddle off on your fancy bike. (What on earth would they make of 
us riding their road if they could see us today?)

It’s a steady climb to the highest part of the trail as expansive 
views of the Ohakune basin come into view. The payoff for that 
climb is 3kms of flowing downhill riding on a great surface along 
the remnants of the old, cobbled road through the bush, complete 
with interesting signs sharing stories and insights along the way. 
This section ends with a series of narrow winding corners with 
steep drop offs. (Take caution here). At the T junction, the track 
continues to the right, but make sure you turn left to visit the 
Hāpuawhenua Viaduct, which is only about 100 metres from the 
junction you will glimpse both the new and the old Hāpuawhenua 
Viaduct. The 414m-long new viaduct, opened in 1987 replaced the 
284m-long old viaduct. Bridging steep gullies on the railway route, 
this is a must-see for any visitor to the Ruapehu region. It’s a big 
moment when the viaduct comes into view and you arrive at its 
edge. Enjoy the return ride across the viaduct marvelling at how it 
was constructed (no fancy scaffolding or abseiling harnesses back 
in the early 1900’s). Straddling the Hāpuawhenua stream which 
holds cultural significance for local iwi, this viaduct also at one 
time hosted the first AJ Hackett Commercial Bungy site (1988 –  
to 1993). Started as a way to raise cash for their local business,  
it soon grew into a local must to activity. 
This is a return journey, do not use the scoria track underneath.

Heading towards Ohakune (and Marshalls Rd) the trail 
continues through the bush past huge rimu trees. Don’t miss the 
signpost signalling the must-do detour through the 200m-long 
Hāpuawhenua Tunnel, closed off at the end after the railway line 
was re-routed in 1987. A torch is handy here.

Enjoy the benefits of riding on the original sections of sett stones 
which test your suspension but provide a great all-weather 
surface. Stop at the panels detailing the original North Island Main 
trunk line surveying choices – fascinating planning in an age before 
satellites and computers.

Constructed in the 1880s this cobblestone 
road was well used by horse-drawn traffic until 
superseded by the adjacent railway in 1908. 
Overgrown and largely forgotten, the road was 
‘rediscovered’ by locals in 2002. Revived, it is 
now one of the most popular day rides in the 
area all year round and is replete with stories and 
information along its length.
Begin your adventure at the carpark and sign hub next to the North 
Island Main Trunk Line. Before you head off, consider taking some 
time visit the legendary car wreckers, Horopito Motors? More 
famously known as Smash Palace for its role in a cult 1981 movie 
of the same makes from great motor history reminiscing with photo 
opportunities galore.

Head down the hill and over the double fords, and along a gravel 
road that cuts through thriving rural horticulture and farmland.  
We live in a bountiful area.

The trail changes dramatically once you transition through the 
cycle gate and into Tongariro National Park. From the signposted 
start, the trail cuts through a pretty meadow and into the Tongariro 
National Park. The forest is lush and full of wonderful native flora 
including giant rimu, totara, feathery toetoe and various ferns,  
and the single-track crosses streams and bush full of birdsong 
along route.

After passing a stand of striking mountain tī kōuka (cabbage trees) 
and the ruins of Haeremarae Bridge, the trail crosses over the 
modern-day railway. A short ascent before you drop down and 
underneath the Taonui Viaduct.

This viaduct, and the Hāpuawhenua Viaduct further along the 
trail, are the only two remaining curved viaducts in the southern 
hemisphere. The twin viaducts were completed in 1907–8 despite 
terrible weather and the challenges of working with oversized 
Meccano using ridiculously dangerous ladders rather than 
scaffolding. Although half the size of Hāpuawhenua Viaduct, and  
in a state of poor repair, Taonui Viaduct is still an impressive sight.

TRAIL ROUTE

OHAKUNE  
OLD COACH 
ROAD

OHAKUNE OLD 
COACH ROAD

15KM
OHAKUNE OLD 
COACH ROAD

15KM

#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZmountainstosea.nz

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: HELP SPREAD THE WORD

After a short uphill, the trail down a long grassy hill to the grand 
Dilemma Lookout (read the story as to its name) and continue 
onto the old cobblestone road which winds down and around the 
foothills providing beautiful views of the hillocky Waimarino Plain. 
The trail pops out at Dodges Bridge (and the Marshall Rd carpark 
where there is more information on the trails foundation and 
history) before sidling alongside the road past the Rongokaupo 
wetland and the Ātihau farms.

Follow Marshalls Road then left into Old Station Road past  
Te Pepe Pump Track to reach the official trailhead at Ohakune 
Railway Station—a great opportunity for another photo stop! 
(And a fitting place to stop for a coffee, or head to one of the 
local bars for a refreshing beverage)

If you’re heading back into Ohakune, consider taking the 
Mangawhero Stream trail parallel to the road (entrance just  
before the road bridge).

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
The Ohakune Old Coach Road provided an all-weather road 
link for horse-drawn coaches carrying passengers and goods 
between the two railheads of the North Island main trunk 
line. Progress on the new main trunk line was slow due to the 
rugged landscape and so the road provided access until the 
railheads were finally linked in 1908.
The trail mostly follows the original route of a bridle track 
completed in 1886 and upgraded to a dray road in 1895. 
Between 1904 and 1906, it was paved with setts (rock pavers), 
giving it a durable, all-weather surface for heavy horse-drawn 
traffic. Completed in November 1906, at a point when the 
distance between the railheads was 39 km. The road remained 
unused from 1909 until 2005 when a group of locals started 
the process of reopening for walkers, and cyclists in 2010. 
(Some sections have been lost through deviation of the railway 
in 1987). The road can be considered a significant example 
of roading engineering heritage and the finest rural road 
constructed in New Zealand up to that time. Great historic 
significance for the period it was used as the link between the 
two ends railheads. The end of the road’s useful life froze it in 
time, and other than the natural deterioration it has undergone 
since its use stopped, it is in remarkably good condition.

ROUTE NOTES
•  The trail follows an archaeologically significant old, cobbled 

road, a mountain bike with good suspension is most suitable.
•  Grade 3 trail requiring a reasonable level of fitness and 

some off-road riding experience.
•  Trail may be ridden in both directions, although from 

Horopito to Ohakune is an overall drop of 170m. Another 
popular trip is to ride the return trip from Ohakune to the 
Hāpuawhenua viaduct.

Stunning sub alpine  
native forest.

Challenging and original 
cobbled road built of sett 
stones in the 1880’s.

Panoramic views of 
Mt Ruapehu, and the 
surrounding rural plans  
to the south.

Two historic railway 
viaducts including the  
H puawhenua viaduct, one 
of New Zealand’s oldest 
and tallest curved viaducts 
at 45m high and 245m long.

Great information panels 
connecting today with 
yesterday.

HIGHLIGHTS

MOUNTAINS TO SEA – 
ROUTE NOTES
If you are heading west on the Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara 
Tūhono route, then reverse the directions of the trail. Once you 
have arrived in Horopito, follow the signs that will take you a 
short distance back down the other side of the line, and around 
the back of the old Horopito School House to a safe crossing 
point for SH4 and onto the Middle Road section

Riders heading to the Last Spike will soon head left up Matapuna 
Road on the soon to be built Te Hangaruru link trail heading North 
towards the planned Pōkākā ecosanctuary.

KAIWHAKAUKA 
TRACKBlue Duck Station  

with native Whio,  
Kiwi and  
other natives.

Stunning podocarp forest 
and secret waterfalls.

Link to Mangapurua Track.

HIGHLIGHTS
Remote, rural valley  
packed with history.

View-filled climb.

Traditional farm heritage 
mixed with forward  
focused conservation  
and hospitality.

 

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
Originally a six-foot horse and cart track, then a tramping 
track, the Kaiwhakauka Track is a rewarding adventure ride 
amongst our connected pathways of the Mountains to Sea  
– Ngā Ara Tūhono.
The twin valleys – Kaiwhakauka and Mangapurua – share 
fascinating and ultimately sorrowful WWI settler history,  
with the iconic Bridge to Nowhere a fittingly forlorn finale  
to the story.
A significant feature of this valley and connecting Mangapurua 
is the papa geology. Towering bluffs constantly shed their 
edges, the bluey grey surface of Depot Road reminds us of its 
origin in the wet (it’s soft and slippery), and the unique papa 
drives are testament to humans trying to tame this wild place.

MANGAPURUA /  
KAIWHAKAUKA 
TRACK

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL 
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA 
OUR SHORT SURVEY.

ROUTE NOTES
Part of this trail is a converted tramping track and the 
Whanganui National Park section (approximately 4 km) that is 
single track with some drop offs. If you are not confident – we 
recommend taking your time and walking these short sections 
– enjoying the bush. (Parts of this section have been widened 
and improved, but it will always be a remote adventure)
Note:�the�distance�(42�km)�and�time�provided�are�for�the�
combined�Kaiwhakauka�and�Mangapurua�Tracks:�from�
Whakahoro�to�the�Pou�junction�(17�km),�then�through�the�
Mangapurua�Valley�to�Mangapurua�Landing�jet�boat�pick-up.
The�jet�boat�pick-up�must�be�booked�in�advance.� 
(See�Mangapurua�notes).
The�trail�is�best�suited�for�mountain�bikes�with�knobbly�tread�
and�riders�with�good�fitness�and�single-track�riding�experience.
An�alternative�option�takes�in�the�Kaiwhakauka�and�returning�
down�the�Ruatiti�valley�with�its�spectacular�views�of�snow-clad�
mountains�to�the�east�(29�km�total).

transfer of goods and people into this area and onwards  
to the Ruapehu settlements off the river.

Through the gate, the track leads up the valley through 
a mixture of regenerating bush and farmland to the 
Whanganui National Park boundary (Please take care 
through this section as it has some drop offs and is 
primarily single track – walk if you need to). 

Park Boundary–Mosleys (4 km)

Not far into the park is a rediscovered Papa drive, one of  
a few in the area built to tame streams and contribute to 
the road.

Keep your eyes peeled for the wooden nameplates 
indicating the “settlement” plots of the post WWI soldiers. 
Long since abandoned, you can only wonder at how tough 
it was to settle this area. The regenerating podocarp forest 
is home to rewarewa, Kāmahi and hinau with rimu and tawa 
towering above. The farm to the east is today being actively 
“farmed” for Manuka honey.

Kaiwhakauka is a true back country trail, best 
suited to fit, experienced, and well-equipped 
mountain bikers with no fear of sweat and mud.  
Some of it is narrow, technical single-track that  
can get seriously muddy after rain.
It is, however, exceptionally beautiful, boasting hidden 
creeks, lush bush, and pretty farmland, and rustic relics  
of a bygone era. The fact that few people venture here 
adds a feeling of intrepid adventure.

Whakahoro–Park Boundary (6 km)

The trail starts at Blue Duck Station at Whakahoro,  
on the banks of the Whanganui River, 45 km west of 
SH4 near Owhango. The station is a working farm, so 
named for the resident whio (blue ducks); the team are 
serious about preserving the bird populations and put 
considerable work into conservation. They also offer 
authentic, homespun hospitality in both food and  
lodging. It is a great spot to recharge before heading  
out on the Kaiwhakauka.

Follow the (sometimes muddy) gravel road up towards the 
Whanganui National Park entrance. Along the way take 
a few minutes to climb down the short walking track to 
admire the waterfall that cascades into a canyon that is 
also home to glow worms, whio and more.

Just before heading into the bush is the “Depot.” A 
historical stone floored building filled with remnants of 
the past. The Depot was used to store deliveries from the 
riverboats for the settlers of the area. Back towards the 
trail entrance is Wades Landing which was the key site for 

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: 
HELP SPREAD THE WORD
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Mosleys–Pou Junction (7 km)

Near the park boundary you come to the old Mosley 
homestead site near the Waione Stream. The open clearing 
with a shelter lends itself well to camping.

The track continues towards Cootes’ homestead (private 
land), crossing many small, bridged side streams with a 
few small open flats. The old Tobin homestead, which is 
marked by an old chimney stack, can be seen to the right 
of the track.

From here it’s a steady climb up a farm road (mostly clay) 
to the junction. As it climbs, it passes through relatively 
undisturbed mixed tawa/podocarp forest for about 3.2 km.

The track junction is marked by a carved tōtara pou on 
the old Kaiwhakauka and Mangapurua roads. The pou 
symbolises the ngahere (forest) and provides spiritual and 
cultural safety for visitors. The pou also pays tribute to the 
settlers of the Mangapurua and Kaiwhakauka Valleys.

It is short distance from here to the Mangapurua trig and 
settlers war memorial.

After crossing Slippery Creek, the track starts to level out 
and after another 1.5 km reaches the Johnson’s, named 
after the farmer who collected mail from Mangapurua 
Landing and distributed it through the valley twice a week. 
(This a great spot to take a break to even camp overnight).

Johnson’s—Bettjeman’s (3.4 km, 30 mins)

The track continues down the valley it passes various 
grassy clearings and papa clay bluffs named after the 
settlers. Their memories live on in wooden signs marking 
the sites of the original houses and exotic trees and plants 
that still grow here.

The old Bettjeman’s farm is Identified by a straight row of 
poplars lining the road. The family was one of the first to 
settle the valley, and some of the last to leave when they 
gave up the land in 1942. (There is a side track to the site 
just after the bridge).

MANGAPURUA 
TRACK

A chimney stack and plants such as holly and cotoneaster 
are all that’s left of what was once a thriving homestead 
and bunkhouse that even had its own tennis court. There’s 
also a toilet here and a good water source from the stream 
by the old house site.

Bettjeman’s—Hellawell’s (4.6 km, 45 mins)

After a gentle descent for 1.5 km the track reaches 
Bartrum’s swing bridge and the end of the quad-bike 
access on the track.

From here the trail navigates a series of sheer bluffs where 
riders should dismount as advised by signs. The bluffs are 
constantly shedding their edges as Papatūānuku continues 
to evolve with natural weathering. There are also several 
narrow swing bridges with access steps that require 
manoeuvring your bike by the back wheel across.

Near Cody’s House, keep an eye out for Cody’s bluff  
(also known as Current Bun Bluff) with its spherical 
boulders sticking out of the cliff face.

Just before Hellawell’s is Waterfall Creek, where there’s a 
1.5 km side-trip up the true left to see the actual cascade. 
Hellawell’s was once the site of community picnics and 
hockey games and still makes a great spot to linger. 

Hellawell’s—Bridge to Nowhere (5.7 km, 45 mins)

About half an hour further along the valley is Battleship 
Bluff, one of the most striking features along the track. 
Resembling the prow of an old ship, it presented one of the 
greatest obstacles to early settlers who spent two years 
blasting a route across the mighty cliff face.

  

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
This classic New Zealand mountain bike ride takes riders back 
in time through a remote, long-deserted valley to the Bridge to 
Nowhere and mystical Whanganui River.
Suited to experienced cyclists, this journey through Whanganui 
National Park takes in overgrown farms, native forest, 
dramatic bluffs, and deep ravines before reaching the Bridge 
to Nowhere, a graceful monument to early settlers’ broken 
dreams. The jet boat ride to    is an invigorating way to end this 
wilderness adventure.
The Mangapurua Valley is rich in history, being one of the first 
areas offered to returning WWI soldiers in 1917. At its peak 
there were 30 farms in the Mangapurua Valley and 16 in the 
Kaiwhakauka, established through the back-breaking work of 
families who cleared and worked the land.
Strong communities formed and thrived for a while despite the 
arduous conditions and constant physical labour. But just 25 
years later, the Mangapurua was virtually deserted following 
the decision to close the treacherous access road.
Today the native forest is regenerating in this ‘valley of 
abandoned dreams’ but there are still signs of the original 
settlements offering visitors a fascinating glimpse into  
post-war life.
Many settlers had already abandoned the valley by the time 
the Bridge to Nowhere was completed in 1936, and after a 
storm six years later the whole road was doomed. The bridge 
now stands as a poignant memorial to the broken dreams of 
settlers, and an iconic symbol of Whanganui National Park. 
Ironically, the bridge is now used more than it was when 
it was first built. As well as riders and walkers tackling the 
Mangapurua Track, it attracts thousands of people who  
visit on guided tours from Pipiriki or as part of the  
Whanganui River journey, one of New Zealand’s  
Great Walks (a canoeing adventure).

ROUTE NOTES
Trail is most suited riders with good fitness and off-road trail 
riding experience, and mountain bikes with good knobbly 
tyres.  Pick a fine day if possible.
•  Much of the trail surface is papa clay.  A dream to on ride 

when it’s dry, in the wet it is slippery and can be tough 
on bikes and people. Pro Tip, always wash your bike 
especially the drivetrain and brakes after coming off this 
section of trail wet or dry.

•  There are a series of small wooden bridges and swing 
bridges that will require you to be able to lift and 
manoeuvre your bike across.

•  This is a remote wilderness ride with few facilities, ensure 
you have good supplies of food and water.

•  Start early so you have plenty of time to 
stop and explore the abandoned farms 
along the way without fretting about 
missing your pre-booked boat from one 
of our official trail partners.

Please follow all safety information on  
the track. It is recommended riders take a 
PLB, there is no cell phone access beyond 
the Trig.
Always check the trail status at 
mountainstosea.nz/trailstatus  
or local operators for latest details.
Information boards at each entrance also 
provide details and will indicate if the trail is 
closed for any safety reason. The section of 
the trail from the Mangapurua Trig to Bridge 
to Nowhere may be closed in some weather 
conditions or in winter, this will be notified on 
our website and information boards.

Today the bluff makes a fantastic photo-opportunity.  
Don’t�linger�in�this�papa�bluff�country�and�do�follow�the�
dismount/walk�signs�(with�your�bike�on�the�fall�hazard�side).�

Emerging from bush and old homestead clearings the 
Bridge to Nowhere suddenly appears. It’s an incongruous 
yet impressive sight arching elegantly across the steep  
ravine with the Mangapurua Stream 40 metres below. Just 
beyond the bridge is a lookout track that winds up above 
the Mangapurua Stream for lofty views of the bridge and 
surrounding bush.

Bridge to Nowhere—Mangapurua Landing  
(2.7 km, 20 mins)

The final section is popular shared path downhill through 
the trees, (maybe best walked as the boardwalks are 
narrow in places).

The Landing used to be the main supply point for the valley 
but is now used by canoeists on the Whanganui Journey 
and jet boat operators running guided trips or collecting 
riders and bikes for the transfer downriver to Pipiriki.

Mangapurua Landing—Pipiriki (32 km on the 
Whanganui River by boat only)

Pre-booking a jet boat trip is essential. This 32 km river 
section can also be canoed.

The Whanganui River is a highlight of the Mountains  
to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono adventure as it winds through 
dense forest, scenic gorges, and bounces over the 
exciting Ngaporo and Autupu rapids and past the culturally 
significant Manganuioteao River. This tributary flows from 
the slopes of Mt Ruapehu and is a significant transport 
artery for Māori.

HIGHLIGHTS
Stunning papa geology.

National Park  
wilderness.

Bridge to Nowhere and 
the remnants of a failed 
post WWI settlement 
programme.

Remote farming valleys.

A place full of stories and 
nature vs. humankind.

Connection to the Whanganui 
River – NZ’s longest 
navigable river and legally 
protected as a living entity.

Ruatiti Road—Mangapurua Trig (12.2 km, 2–2.5 hours)

From the Ruatiti Road car park, a 4WD track climbs 
steadily for around 6 km through private farmland and 
regenerating native bush, opening up impressive views of 
Tongariro National Park to the east and the Kaiwhakauka 
Valley to the north.

At the 10 km mark is the junction of the Mangapurua and 
Kaiwhakauka Tracks. The carved tōtara pou – signifying the 
spirit of ngahere (the forest) and symbolic protection  
of riders in this special place.

It’s a short climb (5 minutes) to the Mangapurua Trig from 
which Whanganui National Park unfolds ahead of you in a 
series of forested ridges and valleys, with the cone of Mt 
Taranaki glimpsed way out to the west on a fine day. Near 
the trig is a memorial to the WWI servicemen and their 
families who settled the Mangapurua and Kaiwhakauka 
valleys more than one hundred years ago. Take the 2  
minute scramble to the trig and nearby hidden former 
explosives cave.

Mangapurua Trig—Johnson’s (6.8 km, 1 hour)

It’s downhill or flat virtually from here all the way to the 
Bridge to Nowhere. Descending steadily from the trig on 
a wonderful section of track (when it’s dry, that is), riders 
pass virgin forest in the Mangapurua Valley.

Take a moment on the way down to check out the Papa 
Drive. One of the unique features tied to our papa geology 
– these hand dug culverts not only managed water away 
from the road but also provided a place for cold storage!

TRAIL ROUTE
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TE HANGĀRURU  
TRAIL GUIDE
TE HANGĀRURU - A PLACE OF ABUNDANCE
Where the skies once darkened with native birds, today 
the spirit of abundance lives on.

The Last Spike – 1908

At this place, New Zealand’s North Island Main Trunk  
Line was finally joined, connecting Auckland and 
Wellington by rail.

Ride Tip

Take your time — this flowing trail invites you to pause, 
look, and listen to the forest returning to life.

Corridor of Connection

From mountain streams to the mighty Whanganui River, 
Te Hangāruru follows ancient pathways linking people, 
places, and stories.

Respect the Rohe

Travel with respect across the ancestral lands of  
Te Korowai o Wainuiārua. Your journey follows in the 
footsteps of great chiefs and guardians of this land.

Travel slowly. Listen closely. 
And reconnect to the abundance of Te Hangāruru.

TE HANGĀRURU

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL 
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA 
OUR SHORT SURVEY.

TE HANGĀRURU – A PLACE OF ABUNDANCE
OUR STORY
Te Hangāruru is a journey across ancient forests, historic 
railway pathways, and flourishing wetlands.

Gifted by Uenuku, the name Hangāruru speaks of a time 
when native birds filled the sky above the great Waimarino 
forests, darkening the heavens with their abundance.

This was a place where mana whenua gathered, hunted, 
and journeyed between Manganui o te Ao and Tokaanu  
— a place rich in life and connection.

Today, Te Hangāruru celebrates this spirit of abundance. 
The trail offers a reconnection to a landscape shaped 
by resilience, guardianship, and renewal, honouring the 
footsteps of tūpuna (ancestors) who moved across  
this whenua.

TRAIL ROUTE

TE 
HANGĀRURU

CONSERVATION IN ACTION
Once cleared for logging, the forests around Te Hangāruru 
are regenerating. Native trees, birds, and waterways are 
being restored through collaborative conservation led by 
iwi, community groups, and environmental guardians. 
Watch for tūī, kererū, tīwaiwaka (fantail), and the return  
of whio in the clean alpine streams.

MARKET GARDEN HERITAGE
Beyond the forest edges, you’ll pass through one of New 
Zealand’s richest vegetable-growing regions. The volcanic 
soils of Waimarino have produced world-famous carrots, 
parsnips, potatoes, and brussels sprouts since the early 
1900s — a tradition proudly celebrated in Ohakune, the 
Carrot Capital of New Zealand.

CORRIDORS OF CONNECTION
Te Hangāruru follows an ancient and modern pathway:

–  The Manganui o te Ao River once carried people and 
taonga between mountain and awa.

–  The North Island Main Trunk Railway connected north 
and south through Horopito, symbolising a nation united.

–  State Highway 4 later wove its way alongside the iron 
rails, linking communities across the Ruapehu District.

Today, your journey along the trail echoes these same 
connections — by wheel, foot, and spirit.

“From iron rails to winding trails — your journey follows 
a landscape shaped by connection.” 

HIGHLIGHTS
Cross stunning boardwalks 
and three suspension 
bridges

Marvel at magnificent 
views of Mt Ruapehu

Explore relics of Horopito’s 
timber and railway history

Visit the iconic Last Spike 
monument

Ride through regenerating 
wetlands and native bush

 Travel through lands 
cared for by Te Korowai o 
Wainuiārua iwi

TRAIL ROUTE
Starting from Horopito — a once-thriving timber town 
nestled at the southern edge of the Waimarino forests —  
Te Hangāruru flows northward through regenerating native 
bush, historic tramways, and wetland boardwalks.

You’ll cross three suspension bridges, ride beneath 
a historic railway underpass, and sidle alongside the 
sparkling Mangaturuturu Stream, pausing to admire 
waterfalls and look for whio (blue duck).

The trail leads you toward the site of The Last Spike — 
where in 1908, New Zealand’s North Island Main Trunk  
Line was finally joined, connecting Auckland to Wellington 
by rail.

(Please note: at this time, the trail is an out-and-back ride 
to The Last Spike while future extensions toward Waimarino 
are completed.)

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
Te Hangāruru lies within the rohe of Te Korowai o 
Wainuiārua, the people of Uenuku, Tamahaki, and 
Tamakana. The trail crosses the Waimarino Block —  
once a vast, life-giving forest at the heart of iwi identity.

Despite the land’s loss during colonial settlement, the mauri 
(life force) endures. Riding or walking here means tracing 
the pathways of generations who nurtured, traversed, and 
cared for this land. Travel gently, tread respectfully — every 
step is a connection to living history.

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: 
HELP SPREAD THE WORD

TAG US @M2SNZ

mountainstosea.nz

#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZmountainstosea.nz

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: HELP SPREAD THE WORD

CONNECTING MAPS:
MARTON SASH AND DOOR

EXPERIENCE TE HANGĀRURU

RUATITI CONNECTOR
OHAKUNE OLD COACH ROAD

 

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
The Marton Sash and Door Company operated logging 
and sawmilling operations in Waimarino / National Park 
and Erua from 1925 until 1957. As was typical of the era, 
small service towns and bush tramways sprouted up 
across the land when native timber was logged. 

As modern and economical technology provided 
alternative methods of logging, these tramways were  
left to disappear back into the landscape.

The area was rediscovered in the early 2000’s and 
nurtured back to health by the community of Waimarino 
/ National Park Village. Now flourishing with regenerating 
sub-alpine bush, cyclists benefit from the gentle riding 
tracks created from the former tramway cuttings and 
routes.

The trail traverses the special landscapes of Erua.  
Local iwi Uenuku have lived in the area for centuries and 
continue to be an important part of the stories, community 
and success of the area.

MARTON SASH 
AND DOOR

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL 
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA 
OUR SHORT SURVEY.

ROUTE NOTES
•  Please do not cross or traverse the maintrunk railway 

at any unmarked points. Follow the marked route and 
enjoy a safe and enjoyable ride.

•  The trail is a great family friendly ride. The surface is on 
an old bush tramway and rides over sleepers and tree 
roots or along sections of large stones (railway ballast) in 
places – a suitable mountain bike will make this journey 
more comfortable.

MARTON  
SASH & DOOR

MARTON  
SASH & DOOR

18KM18KM

Discover the Start your journey from the Pou at the 
Park and Ride at National Park Village (Waimarino). 
(Following the distinct markers (pink circles) along 
the route).
Information panels tell the stories and highlights along  
the way.

Follow Station Rd north, then follow the markers over the 
railway line and turn left onto Pehi Rd to ride parallel with 
the main trunk line through the gate and along the service 
access track.

Do not cross the railway line at any time except at the 
formal road crossing.

After 3 km, turn right through the cycle gate (directly 
opposite the access option from Mountain Heights Lodge).  
Head west, and over a bridge.

It’s a short sharp climb up through the magical forest that 
seems as though it is transporting taking you into a place 
that time forgot.

TRAIL ROUTE

MARTON  
SASH AND  
DOOR

•  a cutting forged through the pumice to ease the gradient 
for the bush trams to extract logs.

•  a lokey (also spelt ‘loci’) or loco. Steam had been used 
on some bush tramways since 1871, but in the early 
1900s there was a revolution: the advent of steel rails, and 
geared lokeys. These locomotives were designed for the 
extremely steep grades, sharp curves, and uneven tracks 
in the bush.

At the end of the loop, re-join the trail you came up on 
and return along the same route. (Again, taking care not to 
cross the railway line at any service crossings)

At the finish reward yourself with a coffee and something 
sweet at one of our local eateries. Take the time to pop 
inside and discover some of the amazing North Island  
Main Trunk Line and local history that lines the walls.  
There are toilets, showers and a wash station at the  
Park and Ride.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:
- This area is the traditional rohe of Uenuku.

-  Thanks to Mountain Heights Lodge for allowing access 
across their land and supporting the trail.

HIGHLIGHTS
Spectacular views of 
the Central North Island 
volcanoes (Ruapehu, 
Ngauruhoe and 
Hauhungatahi).

Immerse yourself in the 
regenerating podocarp 
forest with hidden secrets.

History of the “bush 
tramway” era.

Relics of the Marton 
Sash and Door company 
operations.

Traverse the escarpment 
which forms part of the 
Raurimu Faultline.

Connect to the history 
of the North Island Main 
Trunk line – our freight 
artery.

The trail from this point is well-graded and mostly flat as it 
follows the old bush tramway. Those bumps you feel under 
your tyres are the remnants of the old sleepers, still doing 
their job of maintaining the route today.

Take in the views of the stunning central plateau 
mountains. Towering over the track is Hauhungatahi, an 
eroded volcano at the southern end of the Taupo Volcanic. 
Although little-known, at 1,521 metres Hauhungatahi is one 
of the highest volcanoes in New Zealand. The volcano is 
constructed atop an upfaulted block of Mesozoic marine 
sediments. The age of the erupted andesite lava is about 
900,000 years, making Hauhungatahi more than three 
times as old as the neighbouring Ruapehu. 

Take in the regenerating podocarp forest with little pockets 
of exotics which were experimental plantings from the 
original logging processes. 

Stay left at the “Y” junction following the wide track. 

At Cuff Road (gate), turn right and ride up the gravel 
road for approx. 1 km. Take the time to gaze out over the 
regenerating Erua forest both side. Remnants of other 
bush tramways in the area include the competing company 
Whanganui Sash and Door.

Construction has begun on the Te Hangāruru which will 
evenutally connect to Horopito via the Last Spike and the 
Pōkākā ecosanctuary being developed by local iwi Uenuku.

Turn right at the marker onto the “West Branch Line”  
home to a variety of marked fascinating historical  
points including:

•  a small dam that was used as a water refilling station 
for bush lokeys. The small locomotive engine used 
for hauling logs on tramways was known as site of a 
significant jigger crash.

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: 
HELP SPREAD THE WORD

@M2SNZ

mountainstosea.nz

#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZmountainstosea.nz

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: HELP SPREAD THE WORD

CONNECTING MAPS:
TE HANGĀRURU 
(UNDER CONSTRUCTION)

FISHERS 
TRACK

This trail is developed and maintained by 
the Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono 
Charitable Trust. Feedback and support 
mountainstosea.nz/support

 

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
Originally formed in 1896, Fishers Track provided access 
to the Retaruke and Kaitieke Valleys. It was likely used by 
early European settlers for horse-drawn coach traffic, which 
carried goods from the Whanganui River at Wade’s Landing. 
Before the railways arrived, meat and wool were transported 
up through the valleys, with produce backloaded down. Once 
the railway system was built, the transport network reversed, 
and Fishers Track ceased to be a major route.
In 2002, a local community group worked to reopen sections 
of the road, initially leading to the Tupapakurua Falls and later 
extending further. Today, Fishers Track is a key part of the 
northern section of the Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono 
adventure trail and serves as a vital ecological corridor.  
The Erua Forest, with its regenerating bush and wetland 
systems, supports rare native plants and endangered 
species, contributing to the ongoing conservation of  
New Zealand’s biodiversity.

FISHERS  
TRACK

ROUTE NOTES
•  The trail is 37% gravel, 18% single track (grass) and 44% 

quiet sealed country lane.
•   The start point in the Waimarino Railway Station corner by the 

Waimarino Park and Ride.
•   Shuttles from the finish at Kaitieke may be pre-arranged for 

pick up. (Not recommended to ride the route back via Raurimu 
on SH4 – 50kms.) See mountainstosea.nz/organise.

 

HIGHLIGHTS

Fishers Track – A Journey Through Time, Nature,  
and Conservation

Fishers Track, as well as being part of this Great Ride, is 
also a significant section of the Te Araroa trail.

Beginning at the Waimarino/National Park Village Park and 
Ride. A carved pou marks the start of your journey. Follow 
the Fishers Track signs along Station Road, turning right, 
then left over the railway line. A short climb up Fisher Road 
(which becomes Kurua Road) leads you into the heart of a 
rugged landscape.

The first section of the trail winds through the Erua 
Forest, a region of immense ecological and geological 
significance. The forest sits atop a fault line, which shapes 
the surrounding ranges and wetlands, creating a landscape 
rich in biodiversity. This area is home to rare and unique 
native orchids, a regenerating bush, and an important 
population of the endangered kiwi. Native bird species 
such as tūī, kererū, and pīwakawaka (fantail) can also often 
be spotted. The forest, along with its wetlands, plays a vital 
role in maintaining the environmental health of the region, 
acting as a natural water filter and controlling flooding.

TRAIL ROUTE

FISHERS 
TRACKFISHERS 

TRACK

27KM
FISHERS 
TRACK

27KM

Epic views of the 
surrounding volcanoes to 
the east including Mount 
Hauhungatahi – Tongariro 
National Parks’ fourth and 
oldest volcano and on a 
clear day Mt Taranaki in 
the west.

Home to conservational 
ecological reserve.

Find the historic horse 
trough on the Okaa saddle 
– a clue to its former use.

Entry-level  
backcountry ride.

Glimpse at the luxury 
Retaruke estate – famous 
for trophy hunting and 
chilling.

Thrilling downhill through 
farmland on an official 
public road with no cars to 
be seen (Drop 500m over 
the 17kms) – ride for the 
adrenaline or slow down 
and soak up the views.

Awesome horseshoe 
monument at Kaitieke.

 

THE STORY OF THE HORSE SCULPTURE
A highlight of the trail is the horse sculpture, an iconic 
tribute to the history of the Kaitieke rural area. In 2015, 
local farm owner and former councillor Elaine Wheeler 
envisioned a unique sculpture to celebrate 100 years of 
Returned Services. Horses played a vital role in the war 
effort and were an essential part of life in this rural region. 
The sculpture, based on a sturdy rural horse, is crafted 
from horseshoes sourced from throughout the valley. 
Designed by a local artist in Ruatiti, it arrived in a grand 
parade through Waiouru – a true reflection of the strong 
community spirit in the Ruapehu district.

CONNECTING MAPS:
MARTON SASH AND DOOROIO ROAD

TE HANGĀRURU

At the 3km mark, you’ll have the option of a 1 hour return 
walk to the Taranaki lookout or a full tramp to the falls, 
which takes about 4-5 hours return. The falls offer stunning 
views and an immersive experience in the local flora  
and fauna.

Take in the Views and History

As you reach the top of Fishers Track, take a moment to 
enjoy breathtaking views. On a clear day, you can see the 
entire line of North Island mountains, from Taranaki in the 
west to Ruapehu, Ngāuruhoe, and Tongariro in the east. 
The 6km descent offers an exhilarating ride down a grass 
single track through bush and rolling rural landscapes. 
Along the way, look for the old stone horse trough, carved 
from natural rock and fed by a stream, about 2km after you 
pass the “Public Road” sign.

The track eventually connects onto Kaitieke Road, 
emerging right next to Retaruke Lodge. Keep rolling until 
you see the signs to take a right turn onto Kaitieke Road 
and follow the gently descending route past rolling hills 
until you reach the War Memorial and Horse Sculpture. 
This is the pick-up point for day rider shuttles. For those 
continuing, turn left towards Oio Road, following the 
orange markers to Retaruke Domain and onwards to Blue 
Duck Station.

Note:
The western end of the trail can become slippery after heavy 
rainfall and this area is exposed to snowfall occasionally 
during winter so check the forecast before you depart.

The track passes through sections of farmland, please 
do not deviate from the designated track. Please do not 
disturb stock and leave any gates as you find them.

No camping on this trail#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZmountainstosea.nz

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: HELP SPREAD THE WORD

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: 
HELP SPREAD THE WORD

mountainstosea.nz
@M2SNZ

Scan to donate or share 
your feedback. Each survey 
completed helps our funding 
and lets us know what we 
need to work on.
mountainstosea.nz/support

RIDE. SHARE. SUPPORT. KIA KAHA.

THIS TRAIL IS DEVELOPED AND MAINTAINED BY THE 
MOUNTAINS TO SEA – NGĀ ARA TŪHONO CHARITABLE TRUST

0626

mountainstosea.nz
@M2SNZ

mountainstosea.nz/support

RIDE. WALK. SHARE. SUPPORT.

 

 

 

KAIWHAKAUKA TRACK

Originally a six-foot horse and cart route, 
then a tramping track, the Kaiwhakauka 
Track provides a unique connection to 
Mangapurua east or west.

GRADE

3 (Intermediate)

LENGTH

16km 
(or 41km to 
Mangapurua landing)

TOTAL ASCENT

400m
DURATION 

5-7 hrs
LOCATION 

Whakahoro / 
Ruatiti

HIGHLIGHTS
Blue Duck Station with 
native Whio, Kiwi and 
other natives

Remote, rural valley 
packed with history

View-filled climb 

Secret waterfalls

Old-fashioned  
farm heritage

Link to  
Mangapurua Track

One of Aotearoa – New Zealand’s iconic 
rides. Journey back in time through a 
remote, long-deserted valley to the mystical 
Whanganui River. 

GRADE

3*
(Intermediate) 

*In or after significant rain 
may ride as a Grade 4 with 
slippery papa surface.

LENGTH

36km
TOTAL DESCENT

590m
DURATION 

4-7 hrs
(depending  
on conditions)

LOCATION 

Whanganui 
National Park

 

MANGAPURUA TRACK

 

HIGHLIGHTS
National Park wilderness 

Whanganui River jet  
boat ride

Bridge to Nowhere, a 
poignant memorial to 
broken dreams of settlers

Remote farming valley

Poignant post- 
WWI history

Connection to the  
iconic Whanganui River 
– NZ’s second longest 
and legally protected as a 
living entity

Pre-book jetboat 
Mangapurua landing

 

Following the Whanganui river as it flows 
towards the sea, this peaceful road blends 
sublime scenery with a series of delightful 
heritage sites, both Māori and European.

GRADE

3
LENGTH

65km
TOTAL DESCENT

Undulating

DURATION 

7-8 hrs
(depending  
on conditions)

LOCATION 

Whanganui

 

WHANGANUI RIVER ROAD

 

HIGHLIGHTS
The Whanganui River

Hiruharama/Jerusalem and 
St Joseph’s Convent

Kawana Flour Mill

Small villages steeped  
in history

Elevated river views 

Engage with local   
M ori culture

Easy riding on a  
country road

Character-filled 
accommodation

A fitting finale to the Mountains to Sea.  
The trail winds beside the lower reaches 
of the Whanganui River and through the 
artful city of Whanganui before reaching the 
Tasman Sea.

GRADE

1*
(see below) 

LENGTH

19km
TOTAL DESCENT

Negligible

DURATION 

1-2 hrs
(take all day as there is 
much to see and do)

LOCATION 

Whanganui

HIGHLIGHTS
Cross the stunning cycle 
bridge connecting east 
to west 

Heritage buildings

Creative community 
(galleries and specialty 
glass workshops)

Whanganui River 
Markets (Saturdays)

Historic riverboats

Fantastic cafes

Durie Hill Tunnel  
and Elevator

 
UPOKONGARO TO THE 
TASMAN SEA

Individual detailed trail guides available 
for each of the connected trail.

OHAKUNE MOUNTAIN ROAD

TE ARA MANGAWHERO

OHAKUNE OLD COACH ROAD

FISHERS TRACK

MARTON SASH AND DOOR

TE HANGĀRURU

KAIWHAKAUKA TRACK

MANGAPURUA TRACK

WHANGANUI RIVER ROAD

UPOKONGARO TO THE TASMAN SEA

Cycle a journey of  
adventures navigating  
the Whanganui River from 
Tūroa to the Tasman Sea.
Known in Māori as ‘Ngā Ara Tūhono’ our 
connected pathways will take you to new 
adventures in a remarkable part of the world.

The trail is one of 23 Great Rides of the New 
Zealand Cycle Trail, known in Māori as Ngā 
Haerenga – ‘the journeys’. True to the name, 
our trail network follows the pathways of 
those who have gone before, traversing a 
series of amazing landscapes to show you 
natural wonders and reveal important stories 
from the past and present.

Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono is 
comprised of multiple sections that can be 
joined together for a multi-day adventure, 
or enjoyed as day rides to suit your ability, 
interests and itinerary. We know whatever your 
journey – it will be a Great Ride!

Cycle the full journey

• The Classic 231kms via Ruatiti
•  The Adventure 296kms  

via Kaiwhakauka

Full planning, history and downloadable maps and 
itinerary planning available on our website.

Planning your adventure… 
support our official business partners who are focused 
on making your journey special.  

mountainstosea.nz/organise

 

TE AWA TUPUA
Flowing from Ongarue in the North to the 
Tasman sea, the 290km Whanganui River  
is the second longest in the North Island, 
after the Waikato.

The importance of the river is underscored by its 
declaration as a living entity with commensurate 
rights enshrined in the Te Awa Tupua legislation 
and a United Nations proclamation in 2017. Te Awa 
Tupua recognises the river as an indivisible and 
living whole from the mountains to the sea.

Ko te Awa te mātāpuna o te ora

The River is the source of spiritual and physical 
sustenance

E rere kau mai te Awa nui mai i te Kāhui Maunga  
ki Tangaroa

The great River flows from the mountains to the sea 

Ko au te Awa, ko te Awa ko au

I am the River and the River is me

Ngā manga iti, ngā manga nui e honohono kau ana,  
ka tupu hei Awa Tupua

The streams that flow into one another and form  
one River

For more information see

mountainstosea.nz/theriver

CHOOSING THE RIGHT RIDE  
(AND BIKE) FOR YOU
From the slopes of Mt Ruapehu to the  
shores of the Tasman Sea, discover a  
journey that’s uniquely yours – with trail 
sections for every level.

Enjoy a variety of experiences, from well-formed, 
consistent paths (Grade 1-2) to more remote 
backcountry trails (Grade 3), with steeper climbs, 
narrower tracks, and rugged terrain.

Choose the right style of bike and  trail that suits you, 
ride prepared, and make the most of your journey.

Start planning: mountainstosea.nz/trail-grades

BOOK WITH OFFICIAL PARTNERS
Booking with Official 
Partners connects 
you with trusted local 
businesses who know 
these trails inside out.

From bike hire and shuttles to accommodation, tours, 
and great coffee, they’ll help make your journey 
smooth, safe, and memorable.

Many partners can take care of the details — so you 
can focus on the ride.

Look for the “Official Partner” badge and support the 
people who support the trails.

Explore your options: mountainstosea.nz/organise

10 SCENIC RIDES
Connect, combine & navigate 
from Ruapehu to Whanganui.

mountainstosea.nz

 There are a couple of 
shorter on road sections.  
We are working towards 
funding to move these to  
a consistent off-road path.

SUPPORT THE TRAILS YOU LOVE
Love the ride, walk or run? Help us care for it.

Our trails are free for everyone to enjoy, but it takes 
ongoing care to keep them open, safe and thriving.

The Ngā Ara Tūhono Charitable Trust cares for the 
network in partnership with iwi, land managers, 
councils and local communities.

You can make a difference by completing the trail 
survey, reporting issues, making a donation or sharing 
your story.

Every action helps care for these living journeys –  
connecting people, places and stories from maunga  
to moana.

Scan to donate or share your feedback.  
Each survey completed helps our funding and 

lets us know what we need to work on.
mountainstosea.nz/support

RIDE. SHARE. SUPPORT. KIA KAHA.

Trails are operated and maintained by  
the Ngā Ara Tūhono Charitable Trust.  

Help us develop and keep these open. 
Donate, report or do the survey. 

mountainstosea.nz

RIDE. SHARE. SUPPORT. KIA KAHA.

Ruapehu – the heart 
For more information mountainstosea.nz
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Waimarino National Park Village 
Park and Ride

Uenuku Pines
Mountain Bike Park
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Railway Crossing
Cross the railway 
line here. Look both 
ways – live track.
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Mountain 
Heights

Mt Ruapehu*
2797m

Ngauruhoe* 
2,291m

Tongariro*
1,978m 

Hauhungatahi* 
1,521m

Over 900,000 
years old

Taranaki 
(to the west)

2,518m
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Last Spike 
Memorial Site

Mangaturuturu River

Makotote River

Makatote Viaduct

Mangaturuturu East Road

Manganui o te Ao River

Suspension Bridge

Ngātokoerua 
Scenic Reserve

Pōkākā Road

Suspension Bridge

Suspension Bridge

Trail Exit / Shuttle Point

Matapuna Rd

Pōkākā Eco Sanctuary 
(Planned)
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Old Hāpuawhenua Heritage Viaduct

Rongokaupo 811

 

 

 

Trail Start/End

Haeremaere Bridge (Derelict)

Highpoint

Giant Rimu

Hapuawhenua
Tunnel

Fords

Footbridge
Mountain Cabbage Trees

Footbridge
Rata Sign

Rochfort Sign

The Quarry & The Chinaman

Ponga Sign

Trail Sign

Smash Palace

Bush Camp

Dilemma Lookout

Rongokaupo 
Wetland Marshalls Rd

Bridge
(Dodge Crossing)

Take a torch
to navigate 
the tunnel. 

School

Caution
Traffic

Makotuku River

Taonui Stream

!

!

Haeremaere Stream
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Caution: DO NOT USE Kiwirail access track.
Viaduct is a no-exit return.!

Cross the railway line here.
Look both ways – live track.

Taonui Viaduct

Railway Crossing

Makotuku River
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TE ARA MANGAWHERO

TONGARIRO NATIONAL PARK 
(DUAL WORLD HERITAGE STATUS)

This is in the Tongariro National Park. 
No dogs, motorbikes, drones, and no 

damage to heritage sites. Take nothing but 
pictures; leave nothing but MTB tyre tracks.
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OHAKUNE

Mangawhero 
River Track

OLD COACH ROAD

MIDDLE & RUATITI RD TE HANGĀRURU

TE ARA MANGAWHERO 
OLD COACH ROAD

OHAKUNE OLD 
COACH ROAD
GRADE

3
LENGTH

15 km
DURATION 

2-4 hrs

TE ARA 
MANGAWHERO
GRADE

2
LENGTH

12.9 km
DURATION 

2+ hrs

Middle & Ruatiti Rd

HOROPITO

M
iddle Road

Matapuna Rd

 

Fords

Trail Sign

Smash Palace

Tūroa Ski Field

Erua

Cuff Rd

West Branch
Waikune

SH4 Bridge-
Waimarino
Stream
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d

 
Park and Ride

Uenuku Pines
Mountain Bike Park

!
Railway Crossing

Cross the railway 
line here. Look 

both ways – live 

4

Mountain 
Heights

Mt Ruapehu*
2797m

Ngauruhoe* 
2,291m

Tongariro*
1,978m 

Hauhungatahi* 
1,521m

Over 900,000 
years old

Taranaki 
(to the west)

2,518m

47Fishers Track 48

48
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d

Access to Tupapakura 
Falls Walking Track

4

4

4

4

Erua Road

Trail 
Start/End

4

47

Mangaturuturu River

Makotote River

Makatote Viaduct

Mangaturuturu East Road

Manganui o te Ao River

Ngātokoerua 
Scenic 

Reserve

Pōkākā Road
Trail Exit / Shuttle Point

Te Hangāruru Track

Trail Start/End

WAIMARINO  
VILLAGE

KAITIEKE

Off Road Trail Ends, Transition of Rural Road

Reteruke Lodge

Erua Forest

To Whakahoro and the Kaiwhakauka

Last Spike 
Memorial Site

TE ARA MANGAWHERO PHASE II 
CONSTRUCTION PENDING.  

SEE WEBSITE FOR  
LATEST UPDATES.

HELP SUPPORT:  
mountainstosea.nz/support

LEGEND

Parking

Accommodation

Campsite

Bike Park

Train

Lookout

Bridge

Picnic Tables

Food

Information

Toilets

Trail

Road Parking

Accommodation

Campsite

Train

Toilets

Bridge

Cycle Gate

Food

Trail

Road

LEGEND

Bus

Information

Railway Underpass/Tunnel

Bike Park Suspension Bridge

Waterfall

Parking

Accommodation

Campsite

Train

Toilets

Bridge

Cycle Gate

Food

Trail

Road

LEGEND

Bus

Information

Railway Underpass/Tunnel

Bike Park Suspension Bridge

Waterfall

Parking

Accommodation

Campsite

Train

Toilets

Bridge

Cycle Gate

Food

Trail

Road

LEGEND

Bus

Information

Railway Underpass/Tunnel

Bike Park Suspension Bridge

Waterfall

Parking

Accommodation

Campsite

Train

Toilets

Bridge

Cycle Gate

Food

Trail

Road

LEGEND

Bus

Information

Railway Underpass/Tunnel

Bike Park Suspension Bridge

Waterfall

Ruapehu – the heart of Great Rides!
For more information mountainstosea.nz Trail grades, maps and more!
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Waimarino National Park Village 
Park and Ride

Uenuku Pines
Mountain Bike Park

!

Railway Crossing
Cross the railway 
line here. Look both 
ways – live track.

4

Mountain 
Heights

Mt Ruapehu*
2797m

Ngauruhoe* 
2,291m

Tongariro*
1,978m 

Hauhungatahi* 
1,521m

Over 900,000 
years old

Taranaki 
(to the west)

2,518m
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Access to Tupapakura 
Falls Walking Track

Marton Sash 
and Door

Marton Sash 
and Door

4

4

4

Erua Road

Trail 
Start/End

4

47

Last Spike 
Memorial Site

Mangaturuturu River

Makotote River

Makatote Viaduct

Mangaturuturu East Road

Manganui o te Ao River

Suspension Bridge

Ngātokoerua 
Scenic Reserve

Pōkākā Road

Suspension Bridge

Suspension Bridge

Trail Exit / Shuttle Point

Matapuna Rd

Pōkākā Eco Sanctuary 
(Planned)

TONGARIRO NATIONAL PARK

TONGARIRO NATIONAL PARK

TONGARIRO NATIONAL PARK

HOROPITO
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M
iddle Road

Old Taonui 
Viaduct

(Derelict)

Hapuawhenua Viaduct

Old Hāpuawhenua Heritage Viaduct

Rongokaupo 811

 

 
 

Trail Start/End

Haeremaere Bridge (Derelict)

Highpoint

Giant Rimu

Hapuawhenua
Tunnel

Fords

Footbridge
Mountain Cabbage Trees

Footbridge
Rata Sign

Rochfort Sign

The Quarry & The Chinaman

Ponga Sign

Trail Sign

Smash Palace

Bush Camp

Dilemma Lookout

Rongokaupo 
Wetland Marshalls Rd

Bridge
(Dodge Crossing)

Take a torch
to navigate 
the tunnel. 

School
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Traffic

Makotuku River

Taonui Stream

!
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Haeremaere Stream
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Caution: DO NOT USE Kiwirail access track.
Viaduct is a no-exit return.!

Cross the railway line here.
Look both ways – live track.

Taonui Viaduct

Railway Crossing

Makotuku River
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TE ARA MANGAWHERO

TONGARIRO NATIONAL PARK 
(DUAL WORLD HERITAGE STATUS)

This is in the Tongariro National Park. 
No dogs, motorbikes, drones, and no 

damage to heritage sites. Take nothing but 
pictures; leave nothing but MTB tyre tracks.
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OHAKUNE

Mangawhero 
River Track

FISHERS 
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GRADE

3
LENGTH

27 km
DURATION 

2-3 hrs
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Park and Ride

Uenuku Pines
Mountain Bike Park

!
Railway Crossing

Cross the railway 
line here. Look 

both ways – live 

4

Mountain 
Heights

Mt Ruapehu*
2797m

Ngauruhoe* 
2,291m

Tongariro*
1,978m 

Hauhungatahi* 
1,521m

Over 900,000 
years old

Taranaki 
(to the west)

2,518m
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Access to Tupapakura 
Falls Walking Track

4

4

4

4

Erua Road

Trail 
Start/End

4

47

Mangaturuturu River

Makotote River

Makatote Viaduct

Mangaturuturu East Road

Manganui o te Ao River

Ngātokoerua 
Scenic 

Reserve

Pōkākā Road
Trail Exit / Shuttle Point

Te Hangāruru Track

Trail Start/End

WAIMARINO  
VILLAGE

KAITIEKE

Off Road Trail Ends, Transition of Rural Road

Reteruke Lodge

Erua Forest

To Whakahoro and the Kaiwhakauka

Last Spike 
Memorial Site

Existing Marton Sash and Door  
(Will become part of Te Hangāruru)

MARTON SASH AND DOOR

Phase II
HELP US MAKE THIS  
A REALITY! HEAD TO

mountainstosea.nz/
support

PLEASE DO NOT CROSS  
ANY RAILWAY LINES. 

Exit and entry only at Matapuna 
Rd and Pōkākā Road.

Next section to Last Spike 
open late Spring 2026.

MIDDLE & RUATITI RD

OLD COACH ROAD

WHANGANUI

OHAKUNE

MARTON SASH
AND DOOR

TE HANGĀRURU
PLANNED CONNECTION

PHASE 2 PENDING 
CONSTRUCTION

TE ARA 
MANGAWHERO

TE 
HANGĀRURU
GRADE

2
LENGTH

11.1km  
(one way)

DURATION 

1.5 hrs  
(return)

MARTON 
SASH AND 
DOOR
GRADE

3
LENGTH

18 km
DURATION 

2-3 hrs

Please note: To access Uenuku Pines Mountain 
Bike Park, you must purchase a day license from 

Ruapehu MTB Club first (ruapehumtb.nz)

Discover more exciting sections of Mountains to Sea –  
Ngā Ara Tūhono. Over 300kms of connected trails from 
Ruapehu to Whanganui. Also check out our sister Great Ride 
– Timber Trail NZ.
Get detailed maps and information from the local 
isite or our Official Trail Partners, or download from 
mountainstosea.nz 19KM

UPOKONGARO TO 
THE TASMAN SEA

19KM
UPOKONGARO TO 
THE TASMAN SEA

 

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
Urban pathways navigate riders from the historic village 
of Upokongaro along the banks of the Whanganui River, 
through the heart of a historic and creative city and finally to 
the black-sand beaches where the Whanganui River meets 
the Tasman Sea. 

With an 800+ year history of Te Ati Haunui-a-Paparangi 
occupation, the mouth of the Whanganui River has been 
home to iwi for hundreds of years. Whanganui was also an 
early destination for European settlers. The development of 
a bustling port and an expanding national rail network made 
Whanganui an important transport and trade hub from the 
late 19th century. 

By 1916, Whanganui was New Zealand’s fifth biggest city. 
The city’s heritage is still on display, with perfectly preserved 
Edwardian and Victorian architecture lining the main streets 
of the city. The Whanganui Regional Museum is home to 
a significant collection of taonga Māori. Two authentic 
riverboats still cruise the Whanganui River, and Durie Hill 
Tunnel and Elevator have been operating for more than one 
hundred years. 

Today, Whanganui is a thriving community, known for its 
vibrant creative scene, beautiful city centre and welcoming 
culture. Riders will find plenty of reasons to stop and stay 
awhile.

UPOKONGARO TO 
THE TASMAN SEA

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL 
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA 
OUR SHORT SURVEY.

There is a multiplicity of public art to discover on your route, which 
will intrigue and invite you to stop and consider. These include 
Balancing Act – Daniel Clifford (the pencils), Mountains to Sea – 
Mikel Durel Browne, Kerry McDonnel and Max Cody, Protection in 
Adversity – Joe Morrel, Moorings – Pete Nicholls, Bearing (a great 
place to take an Insta shot of you and the river reflected in the 
stainless-steel surface) – David McCracken, Kererū – Paul Dibley, 
& Here My Train a Comin’ – Britt Brunkley. For those inclined, there 
is a whole “Coastal Arts Trail” dedicated to arts. 

As you meander along Taupō Quay, make the most of what is on 
offer with a range of great cafes and artisan spots. If you’re here 
on a Saturday, the Whanganui River Markets are worth exploring, 
we think they’re one of the best markets in the country. Whanganui 
has been designated New Zealand’s UNESCO City of Design, it is 
easy to see why when you explore the buildings and their unique 
architecture. 

Pop off the trail up into Drews Ave with its outdoor seating and 
bohemian vibe, a wonderful place to chill for a while. The local 
isite is the place to discover more to explore in Whanganui. 
There is a trail map and a bike repair stand here. Whanganui’s 
main street, Victoria Avenue, is up to your right, where you can 
enjoy boutique shopping along the picturesque hanging-basket-
lined avenue. This area is also home to Cooks Gardens athletics 
track (famous for Peter Snell’s record-breaking mile in 1962), an 
outdoor wooden velodrome (1995) replacing one built in the early 
1930s, and the Royal Whanganui Opera House (1899). Records 
of cycling in Whanganui date back to the 1870s with locals racing 
and riding the aptly named boneshaker bikes! This area features 
great photo opportunities as you navigate among the murals. Plan 
time to explore the city centre, there’s much to see and many arts 
opportunities to engage with. 

This is also a great time to detour across the City Bridge, walk 
(or ride) the 213m tunnel and take a ride on the historic Durie Hill 
Elevator. Built in 1919, it’s New Zealand’s only underground public 
transport elevator and operates daily. At the lookout you’ll see one 
of the best views of Whanganui, overlooking the awa and the city 
with views to Mt Taranaki and Mt Ruapehu. 

HIGHLIGHTS
Coastal ride along the 
Whanganui River 

Untamed Tasman Sea 
coast with black sand 
beaches

Whanganui – New 
Zealand’s only UNESCO 
City of Design

Quirky cafes and eateries

Whanganui River Markets 
(Every Saturday)

Historic riverboats 

Durie Hill Tunnel and 
Underground Elevator

Stunning street art  
and galleries

A stunning, mostly flat ride along the awa. Discover 
Whanganui’s special moments in history, creative 
expressions and more, culminating in the awe 
inspiring (and sometimes tempestuous) Tasman 
Sea, where the awa’s journey from the maunga to 
the moana finally concludes.
Starting in the village of Upokongaro, where riverboats ply their 
trade taking passengers (and sometimes bikes) to and from the 
city of Whanganui, as they have done for over a century. This is 
a fabulous place to stop and grab a coffee and a bite to eat or 
try a gin-crafting workshop at Papaiti Gin distillery. Also consider 
exploring the purpose-built mountain bike tracks at That Place 
Mountain Bike Park (12km upstream from Upokongaro). 

Head south towards the pedestrian/cycling bridge. Follow the 
path over the SH4 bridge and take a sharp left under the road 
and up on to the Upokongaro bridge. Connecting Aramoho and 
Upokongaro, this bridge has connected the communities and 
enhanced the active habits of locals. Take a moment as you are 
suspended above the flowing waters to feel the mana of this 
special waterway.

From this point, the mostly concrete trail hugs the right-hand 
side of the river wending through the horticultural outskirts of the 
city. Mixing old and new; from the birthplace of New Zealand’s 
kiwifruit industry (the Hayward variety was developed and grown 
here); the suburbs of the city open around you as you head past 
the Whanganui Top 10 holiday park, and Te Ao Hou marae. The 
Hylton Mountain Bike Park is up in the hills on your right. On 
your left you will pass the Aramoho Whanganui Rowing Club 
followed by the railway bridge. The next landmark is an old Bailey 
Bridge (known as Dublin St Bridge). There is an underpass at this 
bridge, so you don’t have to brave the busy roundabout. On a 
clear day, if you look to your left there are spectacular views of 
Mt Ruapehu, a satisfying reminder of where the Mountains to Sea 
journey commences. Passing the historic and culturally significant 
Pākaitore – Moutoa Gardens you’ll soon arrive at the pier where 
the riverboats dock. 

TRAIL ROUTE

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: 
HELP SPREAD THE WORD

@M2SNZ

mountainstosea.nz

Back on to the trail, ducking under the City Bridge (keep an eye 
out for the fountain that flows alongside) you’ll head towards the 
traditional fishing and industrial zones of the city. Stop and take 
your picture beside the leaning upturned train constructed entirely 
of locally fired bricks. 

The river widens and changes through this section as the fresh 
water from the mountains starts to mix with the salty brine of the 
Tasman Sea. A visit to Whanganui is not complete without taking 
in the structural remnants of old wharves, driftwood and the ever-
changing patterns on the riverbanks. 

Keep an eye out for the Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono 
km markers en route as it can be easy to become distracted by 
everything around you. 

High on the stop banks, you’ll pass the industrial heart of the 
city including just down the road Pacific Helmets, New Zealand’s 
world-renown safety helmet designers. Keep a close eye on the 
trail markers as you skirt around Q-West (prominent for producing 
large aluminium boats and ferries). 

Soon your wheels will be rolling through the ubiquitous black 
sands of the North Island’s west coast. The North Mole (another 
name for a breakwater) stretches out into the Tasman protecting, 
the harbour and providing a haven for fishing and surfing. This 
area is undergoing restoration as part of the Te Pūwaha port 
redevelopment project. 

Breathe in the fresh air and reflect on your journey. Look west 
towards Mt Taranaki, south to Kāpiti Island and northeast towards 
Mt Ruapehu. Celebrate with your own driftwood creation on the 
beach and then continue to explore the area of Castlecliff’s village 
with its surf club, playgrounds, and café.

#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZmountainstosea.nz

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: HELP SPREAD THE WORD

(WHANGANUI)

UPOKONGARO TO 
THE TASMAN SEA
(WHANGANUI)

CONNECTING MAP:
WHANGANUI RIVER ROAD

 

WHANGANUI 
RIVER ROAD

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL 
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA 
OUR SHORT SURVEY.

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: 
HELP SPREAD THE WORD

@M2SNZ

mountainstosea.nz

Te Awa o Whanganui holds deep significance 
to Whanganui iwi, who have a saying, ‘Ko au te 
awa, ko te awa ko au’, which translates as ‘I am 
the river, and the river is Me.’ This expresses the 
intrinsic and unbreakable ties that bind the people 
to the river – a living being from mountains to sea.

In 2017, this connection was officially recognised  
in the passing of Te Awa Tupua, a government  
Act according the river the same rights as a  
living person.

“E rere kau mai te Awa nui, mai i te Kāhui 
Maunga ki Tangaroa.
Ko au te Awa, ko te Awa ko au”
“The river flows from the mountains to the sea.  
I am the river and the river is me.”

#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZmountainstosea.nz

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: HELP SPREAD THE WORD

 

Please respect all marae and urupā 
(cemeteries); permission is required  
to visit these treasured places.

50.5 km Keep an eye out for the Shell Rock Cliffs, layers of 
fossilised oyster shells revealing the secret that this land used to 
be submerged under the ocean.

53 km Two old pā (fortified village) sites – Parikino and 
Pungarehu (56km) – signal the end of the undulating sections. 
Parikino was originally located on the other side of the river, but – 
as with many of the pā and marae – the opening of the river road 
saw a gradual shift to the river’s true left. 

59 km Aramoana Hill, also known as Gentle Annie, is the 
toughest climb on the road but rewards you with a fantastic vista  
of the river valley, Pungarehu and Mt Ruapehu.
The descent down the other side reaches the junction of 
Whanganui River Road and State Highway 4. Take care crossing 
this junction and head right.

65 km Upokongaro (is a welcome refreshment stop. Formerly 
an important ferry crossing and riverboat stop, it now sports a 
dedicated cycling bridge spanning the Whanganui River.
Stop for a moment to take in the story panels sharing more of  
our special history.
The trail continues along the opposite side of the river to the 
historic and arty city of Whanganui and the end of the Mountains 
to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono.

22 km Kawana Flour Mill was built in 1854. It is the last 
remaining flour mill on the Whanganui River and the only remaining 
example of 1850s mill machinery in New Zealand. The rebuilt, 
water-powered mill features the original waterwheel and grinding 
stones. The restored, colonial-style miller’s cottage can also be 
seen. Open 7 days, just head in through the gate.

22.8 km Matahiwi is the hub of a small farming community.  
The schoolhouse here was transported by riverboat from Parinui, 
nearly 50km upriver, in 1923. Today it is houses Matahiwi Gallery 
Café, an excellent stop for coffee and home-baked goodies. This 
is the only refreshment stop on the River Road and also offers 
accommodation options. Check website – open summer season 
only.

30 km The road undulates onward to Koriniti, the site of a 
small but stunning marae featuring two traditional wharenui and 
a small museum. This is a popular stop for cultural tours and 
overnight stays, which must be booked in advance. A further 
500m downstream is the truly unique Flying Fox accommodation, 
reached via an aerial cable across the river.

36 km Tunnel culvert. Hand dug by local roadworkers through 
the papa to divert the stream and prevent flooding. Now home to 
glow worms and stunning ferns.

40.5 km Otumaire DOC campsite.

41.2 km On the far bank of the river, historic Hut was built in the 
1920’s by Thomas D. Downes, the original River Foreman, on the 
former kāinga (settlement) site known as Pukupuku. 

43 km Ātene/Athens was named after the Greek capital by 
the missionary Reverend Richard Taylor. Look out for the small 
meeting house, constructed in 1886. It’s also the starting point for 
the Ātene Skyline Walk (42.5km). The full tramp takes 6–8-hours 
and rises to a height of 572m offering outstanding views. The  
first section is known as the Ātene Viewpoint Walk and takes  
2 hours return.

HIGHLIGHTS
Whanganui National Park  
& River Scenery.

Connection to the Awa and 
its people.

St Joseph’s Convent at 
Hiruhārama/Jerusalem.

Kawana Flour Mill.

Matahiwi  
Gallery Cafe.

Beautifully Carved  
Marae Whare.

Stunning papa  
geological features.

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
For more than 800 years, Māori have lived 
alongside the Whanganui River, building marae 
and kāinga (villages), cultivating sheltered river 
terraces and engaging with the forests.

Numerous marae still exist along the river, and the river 
is home to many descendants of the original inhabitants. 
European settlers followed in search of a new life in New 
Zealand and opportunities and in the late 1800s and 
early 1900s the river became a major visitor attraction, 
with people enjoying leisurely river boat cruises. The 
Whanganui River became internationally known as the 
‘Rhine of New Zealand.’

The Whanganui River Road was constructed in 1934, 
after taking 30 years to build. The building of the road 
changed the river communities forever with many marae 
and important sites desecrated in the process. Prior to 
construction access to settlements was by river, but with 
the changes many settlements moved across the river 
(away from the sun), changing our history forever. 

Take your time along this special place.

The 65 km journey is just as wonderful in either 
direction. Here we guide you from inland to sea, 
starting at the remote riverside settlement of 
Pipiriki, gateway to the upper Whanganui River and 
Whanganui National Park, and the major landing 
point for canoe and jet boat trips.
Before setting off from Pipiriki, take time to read the 
large information panel recounting the area’s rich 
Māori and European history. It’s a good introduction  
to the journey to come.

5 km Ōmorēhu Waterfall lookout is a fine example of the 
many that cascade into the Whanganui River. The 120m climb to 
the lookout is well worth it for panoramic views of the river and 
forested Whanganui National Park. 

9.5 km It’s all downhill to Hiruhārama/Jerusalem, home to the 
century-old St Joseph’s church and convent where you can admire 
the church’s beautifully carved altar and kowhaiwhai panels, relax 
in the serene rosary garden, and stay overnight in the original 
convent building.
A significant historic site, the mission was founded by Mother 
Suzanne Aubert (1835–1926), whose influence is still felt strongly 
around the region today. She is also likely to be canonised as 
New Zealand’s first Saint. More stories surround another former 
Hiruhārama/Jerusalem resident, the poet James K. Baxter whose 
commune here closed soon after his death in 1972.

17 km The small island river of Moutoa can be seen from the 
road. This was the scene of a short and fierce battle in 1864.  
This helped establish a close bond between local iwi and  
European settlers.

19 km Rānana/London is one of the River Road’s larger 
settlements, and home to an historic Catholic church, school, and 
a beautiful marae – one of many that can be seen from the road.

TRAIL ROUTE

WHANGANUI 
RIVER ROADWHANGANUI  

RIVER ROAD
WHANGANUI  
RIVER ROAD

65KM65KM

CONNECTING MAPS:
UPOKONGARO TO 
THE TASMAN SEA

MANGAPURUA  
TRACK

 

TE ARA 
MANGAWHERO

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL AND SHARE 
YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA OUR SHORT SURVEY.

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: 
HELP SPREAD THE WORD

@M2SNZ

mountainstosea.nz

ran on narrow-gauge rails and was used to transport vast 
quantities of timber from the dense forests surrounding Ohakune. 

Logs were taken to local sawmills, powering the growing demand 
for timber in New Zealand in the 1900’s. As you traverse this 
trail, you’ll find remnants of the tramway, offering glimpses into 
a bygone era when the sounds of saws and locomotives echoed 
through these once-bustling forests.

Nurturing the Environment Back to Health
Today, Te Ara Mangawhero stands as a testament to the 
commitment of healing land and repairing the damage of 
the past. Once cleared for logging, these areas are being 
restored, with native flora and fauna reclaiming their place 
in the landscape. Conservation efforts, led by local iwi and 
environmental experts, focus on replanting native trees, 
controlling pests, and protecting waterways to create a thriving 
ecosystem.

Along the trail, you’ll encounter native species such as towering 
rimu, kahikatea, and tawa trees, which form the backbone of the 
forest. Keep an eye out for the koru (fern fronds) of the silver fern, 
a symbol of New Zealand’s natural heritage. The melodic tūī and 
darting tīwaiwaka (fantail) can often be heard or seen, while the 
endangered whio (blue duck) has also returned to the region’s 
waterways.

Kataina mai rā e te Kōkako, kōaka, kōaka, 
Kia whakataukī te manu Tūī, tuia, tuia, i te pūaotanga
Kia whakapurua ki te remu o te Huia
However, the Kōkako will scoff and laugh at your deeds but listen 
to the Tūi encouraging you to unite at the dawning of the day and 
follow good strong leadership like the Huia.

The Mangawhero Stream: Lifeblood of the Land
As you journey through the trail, the soothing Mangawhero 
Stream flows beside you. The origin of this waterway are the 
slopes of Koro Ruapehu, with the upper reaches flowing through 
Tūroa ski field.

E oha, ka, oha, e ohakune ki te ao!
Welcome to the opening to a new world.

Ki kō, Ki kō, tirohia kei whea te taunga o te Titīwaitori
Parepare mai koe e te Tīwaiwaka
I te paepae o te tautara
He nono tītaka te tau te mauri 

Over yonder after a long and arduous search is the 
Titīwaitori on its perch.
You are diverted by the Tīwaiwaka in the forest canopy.
Turning around the mouri finally rest.

Ngāti Rangi, in collaboration with Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara 
Tūhono – invites you on a journey through history, nature and 
culture. This 11.4km trail offers an unforgettable experience, 
combining rich heritage with stunning landscapes that tell the 
stories of the past, present, and future.

Cultural Significance of Ngāti Rangi
We ask that your most sincere intentions and your utmost  
respect for the whenua (land), and taiao (environment) are  
upheld throughout your journey.  

Nau mai, rarau mai ra!
This land is the rohe of Ngāti Rangi, tāngata whenua and their 
stories and spirituality are woven into the journey. As tāngata 
tiaki o te taiao of this trail, visitors can experience the deep 
connection between people, and the whenua reflecting the 
kaitiakitanga that make this taiao unique.

Discover a Historic Route
Te Ara Mangawhero follows parts of the old Bennett and Punch 
bush tramway, which was vital to establishing the logging 
industry in the region. Built in the early 1900s, the tramway  
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This is a significant awa for Ngati Rangi, culturally and 
spiritually, due to its origin and the qualities it provides for 
people; wai ora, wai mouri, wai mana. It symbolises sustenance, 
purity, and the life force of the land.

Breathtaking Views of Mt Ruapehu
Throughout the trail, you’ll be treated to awe-inspiring views of 
Mt Ruapehu. 

The mountain – Koro – is Ngāti Rangi ancestral mountain and is 
deemed sacred. Ngāti Rangi has a responsibility to protect the 
mana and tapu of the maunga, as a revered ancestor, a symbol 
of strength, life, and spiritual connection. 

His presence reminds us of the deep cultural links between the 
whenua, people, and their whakapapa (ancestry).

• Ko te Kāhui Maunga te mātāpuna o te ora

Part of Tongariro National Park – A Dual World  
Heritage Site
Te Ara Mangawhero is also part of Tongariro National Park, a 
Dual World Heritage Site recognised for both its cultural and 
natural significance. Gifted to the nation in 1887 by the Māori 
chief Te Heuheu Tūkino IV, the park protects the sacred peaks 
of Ruapehu, Tongariro, and Ngāuruhoe, blending natural beauty 
with deep cultural importance.

Experience the Journey
Whether you’re a seasoned rider or a casual walker, Te Ara 
Mangawhero offers a journey that intertwines an inspiring 
adventure.

HIGHLIGHTS CONNECTING MAPS:
OHAKUNE OLD COACH ROADSpectacular views of  

Mt Ruapehu

Guided stories of the 
ngāhere by Ngāti Rangi

Witness the regeneration 
of native bush and wildlife

Historical insight into the 
Bennett and Punch Bush 
Tramway

Discover the significance 
of the Dual World Heritage 
status of Tongariro 
National Park

This trail has been built as a partnership between Mountains 
to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono and Ngāti Rangi. Please head to 
mountainstosea.nz/support to make a difference.

TRAIL ROUTE
Your journey begins at the base of Ohakune Mountain Road, 
where the remnants of an old village can be seen, including 
fragments of a pharmacy and cooking utensils. As you 
progress, keep an eye out for the iconic colonial buildings 
across the paddocks, once bustling around the train station  
at the start of the adjoining Ohakune Old Coach Road.

The trail gently ascends through the forest, crossing small 
bridges and weaving through the ngāhere. You’ll briefly join the 
Mangawhero Forest Walk (share with care) before navigating 
across the road to rejoin a well-preserved section of the 
Bennett and Punch Tramway. This part of the trail travels 
through dense bush to a new bridge built upon the original 
piles of a historic multi-span bridge.

At a junction, turning right will lead you through wetlands and 
regenerating tussocks, a reminder of the forest once cleared 
for logging. Even today, you’ll notice old stumps and remnants 
of iron pins from tramway sleepers scattered along the path.

The highest section takes you over a 19-metre bridge, offering 
views of both the mountain and the surrounding bush. Turn 
around there (we’re still building the next stage). Turn here to 
return via the campground loop. 

As you head downhill, you’ll pass the Ohakune water intake, 
glide over bridges, and traverse regenerating bush, eventually 
reaching a DOC campsite and facilities. The loop reconnects 
with the original track, taking you back to the start.

Ka whakarongo ki te tangi a te Kawekaweā
Kawea mai rā i te tōmatomatotanga o te tōmairangi
E rongo koe i te Pīpīwharauroa.
Kūī! Kūī! Whitiwhiti ora!
Kia whakapaenga ki te Manu Tāwhiorangi
Ka puta 
Ka ora nā ii!
Listening to the cry of the Kawekawea. It brings an 
abundance of blessings. You hear the Pīpīwharauroa,  
New life! New life! It is sanctioned by Manu Tāwhiorangi.  
I live!
Travel safe and enjoy the spirit of this remarkable trail.
Kia kaha, kia maia, kai manawanui!

ngatirangi.com

ngatirangi.com
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Round the corner and along, take time to rest your legs at the 
Bush Camp picnic spot, nestled deep in the forest. Spare a 
thought for the pioneering road builders and their supper of 
cabbage soup and grog as you tuck into your muesli bar and 
peddle off on your fancy bike. (What on earth would they make of 
us riding their road if they could see us today?)

It’s a steady climb to the highest part of the trail as expansive 
views of the Ohakune basin come into view. The payoff for that 
climb is 3kms of flowing downhill riding on a great surface along 
the remnants of the old, cobbled road through the bush, complete 
with interesting signs sharing stories and insights along the way. 
This section ends with a series of narrow winding corners with 
steep drop offs. (Take caution here). At the T junction, the track 
continues to the right, but make sure you turn left to visit the 
Hāpuawhenua Viaduct, which is only about 100 metres from the 
junction you will glimpse both the new and the old Hāpuawhenua 
Viaduct. The 414m-long new viaduct, opened in 1987 replaced the 
284m-long old viaduct. Bridging steep gullies on the railway route, 
this is a must-see for any visitor to the Ruapehu region. It’s a big 
moment when the viaduct comes into view and you arrive at its 
edge. Enjoy the return ride across the viaduct marvelling at how it 
was constructed (no fancy scaffolding or abseiling harnesses back 
in the early 1900’s). Straddling the Hāpuawhenua stream which 
holds cultural significance for local iwi, this viaduct also at one 
time hosted the first AJ Hackett Commercial Bungy site (1988 –  
to 1993). Started as a way to raise cash for their local business,  
it soon grew into a local must to activity. 
This is a return journey, do not use the scoria track underneath.

Heading towards Ohakune (and Marshalls Rd) the trail 
continues through the bush past huge rimu trees. Don’t miss the 
signpost signalling the must-do detour through the 200m-long 
Hāpuawhenua Tunnel, closed off at the end after the railway line 
was re-routed in 1987. A torch is handy here.

Enjoy the benefits of riding on the original sections of sett stones 
which test your suspension but provide a great all-weather 
surface. Stop at the panels detailing the original North Island Main 
trunk line surveying choices – fascinating planning in an age before 
satellites and computers.

Constructed in the 1880s this cobblestone 
road was well used by horse-drawn traffic until 
superseded by the adjacent railway in 1908. 
Overgrown and largely forgotten, the road was 
‘rediscovered’ by locals in 2002. Revived, it is 
now one of the most popular day rides in the 
area all year round and is replete with stories and 
information along its length.
Begin your adventure at the carpark and sign hub next to the North 
Island Main Trunk Line. Before you head off, consider taking some 
time visit the legendary car wreckers, Horopito Motors? More 
famously known as Smash Palace for its role in a cult 1981 movie 
of the same makes from great motor history reminiscing with photo 
opportunities galore.

Head down the hill and over the double fords, and along a gravel 
road that cuts through thriving rural horticulture and farmland.  
We live in a bountiful area.

The trail changes dramatically once you transition through the 
cycle gate and into Tongariro National Park. From the signposted 
start, the trail cuts through a pretty meadow and into the Tongariro 
National Park. The forest is lush and full of wonderful native flora 
including giant rimu, totara, feathery toetoe and various ferns,  
and the single-track crosses streams and bush full of birdsong 
along route.

After passing a stand of striking mountain tī kōuka (cabbage trees) 
and the ruins of Haeremarae Bridge, the trail crosses over the 
modern-day railway. A short ascent before you drop down and 
underneath the Taonui Viaduct.

This viaduct, and the Hāpuawhenua Viaduct further along the 
trail, are the only two remaining curved viaducts in the southern 
hemisphere. The twin viaducts were completed in 1907–8 despite 
terrible weather and the challenges of working with oversized 
Meccano using ridiculously dangerous ladders rather than 
scaffolding. Although half the size of Hāpuawhenua Viaduct, and  
in a state of poor repair, Taonui Viaduct is still an impressive sight.

TRAIL ROUTE
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After a short uphill, the trail down a long grassy hill to the grand 
Dilemma Lookout (read the story as to its name) and continue 
onto the old cobblestone road which winds down and around the 
foothills providing beautiful views of the hillocky Waimarino Plain. 
The trail pops out at Dodges Bridge (and the Marshall Rd carpark 
where there is more information on the trails foundation and 
history) before sidling alongside the road past the Rongokaupo 
wetland and the Ātihau farms.

Follow Marshalls Road then left into Old Station Road past  
Te Pepe Pump Track to reach the official trailhead at Ohakune 
Railway Station—a great opportunity for another photo stop! 
(And a fitting place to stop for a coffee, or head to one of the 
local bars for a refreshing beverage)

If you’re heading back into Ohakune, consider taking the 
Mangawhero Stream trail parallel to the road (entrance just  
before the road bridge).

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
The Ohakune Old Coach Road provided an all-weather road 
link for horse-drawn coaches carrying passengers and goods 
between the two railheads of the North Island main trunk 
line. Progress on the new main trunk line was slow due to the 
rugged landscape and so the road provided access until the 
railheads were finally linked in 1908.
The trail mostly follows the original route of a bridle track 
completed in 1886 and upgraded to a dray road in 1895. 
Between 1904 and 1906, it was paved with setts (rock pavers), 
giving it a durable, all-weather surface for heavy horse-drawn 
traffic. Completed in November 1906, at a point when the 
distance between the railheads was 39 km. The road remained 
unused from 1909 until 2005 when a group of locals started 
the process of reopening for walkers, and cyclists in 2010. 
(Some sections have been lost through deviation of the railway 
in 1987). The road can be considered a significant example 
of roading engineering heritage and the finest rural road 
constructed in New Zealand up to that time. Great historic 
significance for the period it was used as the link between the 
two ends railheads. The end of the road’s useful life froze it in 
time, and other than the natural deterioration it has undergone 
since its use stopped, it is in remarkably good condition.

ROUTE NOTES
•  The trail follows an archaeologically significant old, cobbled 

road, a mountain bike with good suspension is most suitable.
•  Grade 3 trail requiring a reasonable level of fitness and 

some off-road riding experience.
•  Trail may be ridden in both directions, although from 

Horopito to Ohakune is an overall drop of 170m. Another 
popular trip is to ride the return trip from Ohakune to the 
Hāpuawhenua viaduct.

Stunning sub alpine  
native forest.

Challenging and original 
cobbled road built of sett 
stones in the 1880’s.

Panoramic views of 
Mt Ruapehu, and the 
surrounding rural plans  
to the south.

Two historic railway 
viaducts including the  
H puawhenua viaduct, one 
of New Zealand’s oldest 
and tallest curved viaducts 
at 45m high and 245m long.

Great information panels 
connecting today with 
yesterday.

HIGHLIGHTS

MOUNTAINS TO SEA – 
ROUTE NOTES
If you are heading west on the Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara 
Tūhono route, then reverse the directions of the trail. Once you 
have arrived in Horopito, follow the signs that will take you a 
short distance back down the other side of the line, and around 
the back of the old Horopito School House to a safe crossing 
point for SH4 and onto the Middle Road section

Riders heading to the Last Spike will soon head left up Matapuna 
Road on the soon to be built Te Hangaruru link trail heading North 
towards the planned Pōkākā ecosanctuary.

KAIWHAKAUKA 
TRACKBlue Duck Station  

with native Whio,  
Kiwi and  
other natives.

Stunning podocarp forest 
and secret waterfalls.

Link to Mangapurua Track.

HIGHLIGHTS
Remote, rural valley  
packed with history.

View-filled climb.

Traditional farm heritage 
mixed with forward  
focused conservation  
and hospitality.

 

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
Originally a six-foot horse and cart track, then a tramping 
track, the Kaiwhakauka Track is a rewarding adventure ride 
amongst our connected pathways of the Mountains to Sea  
– Ngā Ara Tūhono.
The twin valleys – Kaiwhakauka and Mangapurua – share 
fascinating and ultimately sorrowful WWI settler history,  
with the iconic Bridge to Nowhere a fittingly forlorn finale  
to the story.
A significant feature of this valley and connecting Mangapurua 
is the papa geology. Towering bluffs constantly shed their 
edges, the bluey grey surface of Depot Road reminds us of its 
origin in the wet (it’s soft and slippery), and the unique papa 
drives are testament to humans trying to tame this wild place.

MANGAPURUA /  
KAIWHAKAUKA 
TRACK

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL 
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA 
OUR SHORT SURVEY.

ROUTE NOTES
Part of this trail is a converted tramping track and the 
Whanganui National Park section (approximately 4 km) that is 
single track with some drop offs. If you are not confident – we 
recommend taking your time and walking these short sections 
– enjoying the bush. (Parts of this section have been widened 
and improved, but it will always be a remote adventure)
Note:�the�distance�(42�km)�and�time�provided�are�for�the�
combined�Kaiwhakauka�and�Mangapurua�Tracks:�from�
Whakahoro�to�the�Pou�junction�(17�km),�then�through�the�
Mangapurua�Valley�to�Mangapurua�Landing�jet�boat�pick-up.
The�jet�boat�pick-up�must�be�booked�in�advance.� 
(See�Mangapurua�notes).
The�trail�is�best�suited�for�mountain�bikes�with�knobbly�tread�
and�riders�with�good�fitness�and�single-track�riding�experience.
An�alternative�option�takes�in�the�Kaiwhakauka�and�returning�
down�the�Ruatiti�valley�with�its�spectacular�views�of�snow-clad�
mountains�to�the�east�(29�km�total).

transfer of goods and people into this area and onwards  
to the Ruapehu settlements off the river.

Through the gate, the track leads up the valley through 
a mixture of regenerating bush and farmland to the 
Whanganui National Park boundary (Please take care 
through this section as it has some drop offs and is 
primarily single track – walk if you need to). 

Park Boundary–Mosleys (4 km)

Not far into the park is a rediscovered Papa drive, one of  
a few in the area built to tame streams and contribute to 
the road.

Keep your eyes peeled for the wooden nameplates 
indicating the “settlement” plots of the post WWI soldiers. 
Long since abandoned, you can only wonder at how tough 
it was to settle this area. The regenerating podocarp forest 
is home to rewarewa, Kāmahi and hinau with rimu and tawa 
towering above. The farm to the east is today being actively 
“farmed” for Manuka honey.

Kaiwhakauka is a true back country trail, best 
suited to fit, experienced, and well-equipped 
mountain bikers with no fear of sweat and mud.  
Some of it is narrow, technical single-track that  
can get seriously muddy after rain.
It is, however, exceptionally beautiful, boasting hidden 
creeks, lush bush, and pretty farmland, and rustic relics  
of a bygone era. The fact that few people venture here 
adds a feeling of intrepid adventure.

Whakahoro–Park Boundary (6 km)

The trail starts at Blue Duck Station at Whakahoro,  
on the banks of the Whanganui River, 45 km west of 
SH4 near Owhango. The station is a working farm, so 
named for the resident whio (blue ducks); the team are 
serious about preserving the bird populations and put 
considerable work into conservation. They also offer 
authentic, homespun hospitality in both food and  
lodging. It is a great spot to recharge before heading  
out on the Kaiwhakauka.

Follow the (sometimes muddy) gravel road up towards the 
Whanganui National Park entrance. Along the way take 
a few minutes to climb down the short walking track to 
admire the waterfall that cascades into a canyon that is 
also home to glow worms, whio and more.

Just before heading into the bush is the “Depot.” A 
historical stone floored building filled with remnants of 
the past. The Depot was used to store deliveries from the 
riverboats for the settlers of the area. Back towards the 
trail entrance is Wades Landing which was the key site for 
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Mosleys–Pou Junction (7 km)

Near the park boundary you come to the old Mosley 
homestead site near the Waione Stream. The open clearing 
with a shelter lends itself well to camping.

The track continues towards Cootes’ homestead (private 
land), crossing many small, bridged side streams with a 
few small open flats. The old Tobin homestead, which is 
marked by an old chimney stack, can be seen to the right 
of the track.

From here it’s a steady climb up a farm road (mostly clay) 
to the junction. As it climbs, it passes through relatively 
undisturbed mixed tawa/podocarp forest for about 3.2 km.

The track junction is marked by a carved tōtara pou on 
the old Kaiwhakauka and Mangapurua roads. The pou 
symbolises the ngahere (forest) and provides spiritual and 
cultural safety for visitors. The pou also pays tribute to the 
settlers of the Mangapurua and Kaiwhakauka Valleys.

It is short distance from here to the Mangapurua trig and 
settlers war memorial.

After crossing Slippery Creek, the track starts to level out 
and after another 1.5 km reaches the Johnson’s, named 
after the farmer who collected mail from Mangapurua 
Landing and distributed it through the valley twice a week. 
(This a great spot to take a break to even camp overnight).

Johnson’s—Bettjeman’s (3.4 km, 30 mins)

The track continues down the valley it passes various 
grassy clearings and papa clay bluffs named after the 
settlers. Their memories live on in wooden signs marking 
the sites of the original houses and exotic trees and plants 
that still grow here.

The old Bettjeman’s farm is Identified by a straight row of 
poplars lining the road. The family was one of the first to 
settle the valley, and some of the last to leave when they 
gave up the land in 1942. (There is a side track to the site 
just after the bridge).

MANGAPURUA 
TRACK

A chimney stack and plants such as holly and cotoneaster 
are all that’s left of what was once a thriving homestead 
and bunkhouse that even had its own tennis court. There’s 
also a toilet here and a good water source from the stream 
by the old house site.

Bettjeman’s—Hellawell’s (4.6 km, 45 mins)

After a gentle descent for 1.5 km the track reaches 
Bartrum’s swing bridge and the end of the quad-bike 
access on the track.

From here the trail navigates a series of sheer bluffs where 
riders should dismount as advised by signs. The bluffs are 
constantly shedding their edges as Papatūānuku continues 
to evolve with natural weathering. There are also several 
narrow swing bridges with access steps that require 
manoeuvring your bike by the back wheel across.

Near Cody’s House, keep an eye out for Cody’s bluff  
(also known as Current Bun Bluff) with its spherical 
boulders sticking out of the cliff face.

Just before Hellawell’s is Waterfall Creek, where there’s a 
1.5 km side-trip up the true left to see the actual cascade. 
Hellawell’s was once the site of community picnics and 
hockey games and still makes a great spot to linger. 

Hellawell’s—Bridge to Nowhere (5.7 km, 45 mins)

About half an hour further along the valley is Battleship 
Bluff, one of the most striking features along the track. 
Resembling the prow of an old ship, it presented one of the 
greatest obstacles to early settlers who spent two years 
blasting a route across the mighty cliff face.

  

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
This classic New Zealand mountain bike ride takes riders back 
in time through a remote, long-deserted valley to the Bridge to 
Nowhere and mystical Whanganui River.
Suited to experienced cyclists, this journey through Whanganui 
National Park takes in overgrown farms, native forest, 
dramatic bluffs, and deep ravines before reaching the Bridge 
to Nowhere, a graceful monument to early settlers’ broken 
dreams. The jet boat ride to    is an invigorating way to end this 
wilderness adventure.
The Mangapurua Valley is rich in history, being one of the first 
areas offered to returning WWI soldiers in 1917. At its peak 
there were 30 farms in the Mangapurua Valley and 16 in the 
Kaiwhakauka, established through the back-breaking work of 
families who cleared and worked the land.
Strong communities formed and thrived for a while despite the 
arduous conditions and constant physical labour. But just 25 
years later, the Mangapurua was virtually deserted following 
the decision to close the treacherous access road.
Today the native forest is regenerating in this ‘valley of 
abandoned dreams’ but there are still signs of the original 
settlements offering visitors a fascinating glimpse into  
post-war life.
Many settlers had already abandoned the valley by the time 
the Bridge to Nowhere was completed in 1936, and after a 
storm six years later the whole road was doomed. The bridge 
now stands as a poignant memorial to the broken dreams of 
settlers, and an iconic symbol of Whanganui National Park. 
Ironically, the bridge is now used more than it was when 
it was first built. As well as riders and walkers tackling the 
Mangapurua Track, it attracts thousands of people who  
visit on guided tours from Pipiriki or as part of the  
Whanganui River journey, one of New Zealand’s  
Great Walks (a canoeing adventure).

ROUTE NOTES
Trail is most suited riders with good fitness and off-road trail 
riding experience, and mountain bikes with good knobbly 
tyres.  Pick a fine day if possible.
•  Much of the trail surface is papa clay.  A dream to on ride 

when it’s dry, in the wet it is slippery and can be tough 
on bikes and people. Pro Tip, always wash your bike 
especially the drivetrain and brakes after coming off this 
section of trail wet or dry.

•  There are a series of small wooden bridges and swing 
bridges that will require you to be able to lift and 
manoeuvre your bike across.

•  This is a remote wilderness ride with few facilities, ensure 
you have good supplies of food and water.

•  Start early so you have plenty of time to 
stop and explore the abandoned farms 
along the way without fretting about 
missing your pre-booked boat from one 
of our official trail partners.

Please follow all safety information on  
the track. It is recommended riders take a 
PLB, there is no cell phone access beyond 
the Trig.
Always check the trail status at 
mountainstosea.nz/trailstatus  
or local operators for latest details.
Information boards at each entrance also 
provide details and will indicate if the trail is 
closed for any safety reason. The section of 
the trail from the Mangapurua Trig to Bridge 
to Nowhere may be closed in some weather 
conditions or in winter, this will be notified on 
our website and information boards.

Today the bluff makes a fantastic photo-opportunity.  
Don’t�linger�in�this�papa�bluff�country�and�do�follow�the�
dismount/walk�signs�(with�your�bike�on�the�fall�hazard�side).�

Emerging from bush and old homestead clearings the 
Bridge to Nowhere suddenly appears. It’s an incongruous 
yet impressive sight arching elegantly across the steep  
ravine with the Mangapurua Stream 40 metres below. Just 
beyond the bridge is a lookout track that winds up above 
the Mangapurua Stream for lofty views of the bridge and 
surrounding bush.

Bridge to Nowhere—Mangapurua Landing  
(2.7 km, 20 mins)

The final section is popular shared path downhill through 
the trees, (maybe best walked as the boardwalks are 
narrow in places).

The Landing used to be the main supply point for the valley 
but is now used by canoeists on the Whanganui Journey 
and jet boat operators running guided trips or collecting 
riders and bikes for the transfer downriver to Pipiriki.

Mangapurua Landing—Pipiriki (32 km on the 
Whanganui River by boat only)

Pre-booking a jet boat trip is essential. This 32 km river 
section can also be canoed.

The Whanganui River is a highlight of the Mountains  
to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono adventure as it winds through 
dense forest, scenic gorges, and bounces over the 
exciting Ngaporo and Autupu rapids and past the culturally 
significant Manganuioteao River. This tributary flows from 
the slopes of Mt Ruapehu and is a significant transport 
artery for Māori.

HIGHLIGHTS
Stunning papa geology.

National Park  
wilderness.

Bridge to Nowhere and 
the remnants of a failed 
post WWI settlement 
programme.

Remote farming valleys.

A place full of stories and 
nature vs. humankind.

Connection to the Whanganui 
River – NZ’s longest 
navigable river and legally 
protected as a living entity.

Ruatiti Road—Mangapurua Trig (12.2 km, 2–2.5 hours)

From the Ruatiti Road car park, a 4WD track climbs 
steadily for around 6 km through private farmland and 
regenerating native bush, opening up impressive views of 
Tongariro National Park to the east and the Kaiwhakauka 
Valley to the north.

At the 10 km mark is the junction of the Mangapurua and 
Kaiwhakauka Tracks. The carved tōtara pou – signifying the 
spirit of ngahere (the forest) and symbolic protection  
of riders in this special place.

It’s a short climb (5 minutes) to the Mangapurua Trig from 
which Whanganui National Park unfolds ahead of you in a 
series of forested ridges and valleys, with the cone of Mt 
Taranaki glimpsed way out to the west on a fine day. Near 
the trig is a memorial to the WWI servicemen and their 
families who settled the Mangapurua and Kaiwhakauka 
valleys more than one hundred years ago. Take the 2  
minute scramble to the trig and nearby hidden former 
explosives cave.

Mangapurua Trig—Johnson’s (6.8 km, 1 hour)

It’s downhill or flat virtually from here all the way to the 
Bridge to Nowhere. Descending steadily from the trig on 
a wonderful section of track (when it’s dry, that is), riders 
pass virgin forest in the Mangapurua Valley.

Take a moment on the way down to check out the Papa 
Drive. One of the unique features tied to our papa geology 
– these hand dug culverts not only managed water away 
from the road but also provided a place for cold storage!

TRAIL ROUTE

TRAIL ROUTE

SUITED TO 
MOUNTAIN BIKES

NO CELL PHONE 
COVERAGE

BOOK  
JET BOAT

MANGAPURUA 
TRACK

36KM

KAIWHAKAUKA 
TRACK

17KM

CONNECTING MAPS:
MIDDLE & RUATITI ROADSOIO ROAD

WHANGANUI RIVER ROAD

TE HANGĀRURU TE HANGĀRURU TE HANGĀRURU 

9.5KM9.5KM

 

TE HANGĀRURU  
TRAIL GUIDE
TE HANGĀRURU - A PLACE OF ABUNDANCE
Where the skies once darkened with native birds, today 
the spirit of abundance lives on.

The Last Spike – 1908

At this place, New Zealand’s North Island Main Trunk  
Line was finally joined, connecting Auckland and 
Wellington by rail.

Ride Tip

Take your time — this flowing trail invites you to pause, 
look, and listen to the forest returning to life.

Corridor of Connection

From mountain streams to the mighty Whanganui River, 
Te Hangāruru follows ancient pathways linking people, 
places, and stories.

Respect the Rohe

Travel with respect across the ancestral lands of  
Te Korowai o Wainuiārua. Your journey follows in the 
footsteps of great chiefs and guardians of this land.

Travel slowly. Listen closely. 
And reconnect to the abundance of Te Hangāruru.

TE HANGĀRURU

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL 
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA 
OUR SHORT SURVEY.

TE HANGĀRURU – A PLACE OF ABUNDANCE
OUR STORY
Te Hangāruru is a journey across ancient forests, historic 
railway pathways, and flourishing wetlands.

Gifted by Uenuku, the name Hangāruru speaks of a time 
when native birds filled the sky above the great Waimarino 
forests, darkening the heavens with their abundance.

This was a place where mana whenua gathered, hunted, 
and journeyed between Manganui o te Ao and Tokaanu  
— a place rich in life and connection.

Today, Te Hangāruru celebrates this spirit of abundance. 
The trail offers a reconnection to a landscape shaped 
by resilience, guardianship, and renewal, honouring the 
footsteps of tūpuna (ancestors) who moved across  
this whenua.

TRAIL ROUTE

TE 
HANGĀRURU

CONSERVATION IN ACTION
Once cleared for logging, the forests around Te Hangāruru 
are regenerating. Native trees, birds, and waterways are 
being restored through collaborative conservation led by 
iwi, community groups, and environmental guardians. 
Watch for tūī, kererū, tīwaiwaka (fantail), and the return  
of whio in the clean alpine streams.

MARKET GARDEN HERITAGE
Beyond the forest edges, you’ll pass through one of New 
Zealand’s richest vegetable-growing regions. The volcanic 
soils of Waimarino have produced world-famous carrots, 
parsnips, potatoes, and brussels sprouts since the early 
1900s — a tradition proudly celebrated in Ohakune, the 
Carrot Capital of New Zealand.

CORRIDORS OF CONNECTION
Te Hangāruru follows an ancient and modern pathway:

–  The Manganui o te Ao River once carried people and 
taonga between mountain and awa.

–  The North Island Main Trunk Railway connected north 
and south through Horopito, symbolising a nation united.

–  State Highway 4 later wove its way alongside the iron 
rails, linking communities across the Ruapehu District.

Today, your journey along the trail echoes these same 
connections — by wheel, foot, and spirit.

“From iron rails to winding trails — your journey follows 
a landscape shaped by connection.” 

HIGHLIGHTS
Cross stunning boardwalks 
and three suspension 
bridges

Marvel at magnificent 
views of Mt Ruapehu

Explore relics of Horopito’s 
timber and railway history

Visit the iconic Last Spike 
monument

Ride through regenerating 
wetlands and native bush

 Travel through lands 
cared for by Te Korowai o 
Wainuiārua iwi

TRAIL ROUTE
Starting from Horopito — a once-thriving timber town 
nestled at the southern edge of the Waimarino forests —  
Te Hangāruru flows northward through regenerating native 
bush, historic tramways, and wetland boardwalks.

You’ll cross three suspension bridges, ride beneath 
a historic railway underpass, and sidle alongside the 
sparkling Mangaturuturu Stream, pausing to admire 
waterfalls and look for whio (blue duck).

The trail leads you toward the site of The Last Spike — 
where in 1908, New Zealand’s North Island Main Trunk  
Line was finally joined, connecting Auckland to Wellington 
by rail.

(Please note: at this time, the trail is an out-and-back ride 
to The Last Spike while future extensions toward Waimarino 
are completed.)

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
Te Hangāruru lies within the rohe of Te Korowai o 
Wainuiārua, the people of Uenuku, Tamahaki, and 
Tamakana. The trail crosses the Waimarino Block —  
once a vast, life-giving forest at the heart of iwi identity.

Despite the land’s loss during colonial settlement, the mauri 
(life force) endures. Riding or walking here means tracing 
the pathways of generations who nurtured, traversed, and 
cared for this land. Travel gently, tread respectfully — every 
step is a connection to living history.

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: 
HELP SPREAD THE WORD

TAG US @M2SNZ

mountainstosea.nz

#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZmountainstosea.nz

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: HELP SPREAD THE WORD

CONNECTING MAPS:
MARTON SASH AND DOOR

EXPERIENCE TE HANGĀRURU

RUATITI CONNECTOR
OHAKUNE OLD COACH ROAD

 

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
The Marton Sash and Door Company operated logging 
and sawmilling operations in Waimarino / National Park 
and Erua from 1925 until 1957. As was typical of the era, 
small service towns and bush tramways sprouted up 
across the land when native timber was logged. 

As modern and economical technology provided 
alternative methods of logging, these tramways were  
left to disappear back into the landscape.

The area was rediscovered in the early 2000’s and 
nurtured back to health by the community of Waimarino 
/ National Park Village. Now flourishing with regenerating 
sub-alpine bush, cyclists benefit from the gentle riding 
tracks created from the former tramway cuttings and 
routes.

The trail traverses the special landscapes of Erua.  
Local iwi Uenuku have lived in the area for centuries and 
continue to be an important part of the stories, community 
and success of the area.

MARTON SASH 
AND DOOR

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL 
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA 
OUR SHORT SURVEY.

ROUTE NOTES
•  Please do not cross or traverse the maintrunk railway 

at any unmarked points. Follow the marked route and 
enjoy a safe and enjoyable ride.

•  The trail is a great family friendly ride. The surface is on 
an old bush tramway and rides over sleepers and tree 
roots or along sections of large stones (railway ballast) in 
places – a suitable mountain bike will make this journey 
more comfortable.

MARTON  
SASH & DOOR

MARTON  
SASH & DOOR

18KM18KM

Discover the Start your journey from the Pou at the 
Park and Ride at National Park Village (Waimarino). 
(Following the distinct markers (pink circles) along 
the route).
Information panels tell the stories and highlights along  
the way.

Follow Station Rd north, then follow the markers over the 
railway line and turn left onto Pehi Rd to ride parallel with 
the main trunk line through the gate and along the service 
access track.

Do not cross the railway line at any time except at the 
formal road crossing.

After 3 km, turn right through the cycle gate (directly 
opposite the access option from Mountain Heights Lodge).  
Head west, and over a bridge.

It’s a short sharp climb up through the magical forest that 
seems as though it is transporting taking you into a place 
that time forgot.

TRAIL ROUTE

MARTON  
SASH AND  
DOOR

•  a cutting forged through the pumice to ease the gradient 
for the bush trams to extract logs.

•  a lokey (also spelt ‘loci’) or loco. Steam had been used 
on some bush tramways since 1871, but in the early 
1900s there was a revolution: the advent of steel rails, and 
geared lokeys. These locomotives were designed for the 
extremely steep grades, sharp curves, and uneven tracks 
in the bush.

At the end of the loop, re-join the trail you came up on 
and return along the same route. (Again, taking care not to 
cross the railway line at any service crossings)

At the finish reward yourself with a coffee and something 
sweet at one of our local eateries. Take the time to pop 
inside and discover some of the amazing North Island  
Main Trunk Line and local history that lines the walls.  
There are toilets, showers and a wash station at the  
Park and Ride.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:
- This area is the traditional rohe of Uenuku.

-  Thanks to Mountain Heights Lodge for allowing access 
across their land and supporting the trail.

HIGHLIGHTS
Spectacular views of 
the Central North Island 
volcanoes (Ruapehu, 
Ngauruhoe and 
Hauhungatahi).

Immerse yourself in the 
regenerating podocarp 
forest with hidden secrets.

History of the “bush 
tramway” era.

Relics of the Marton 
Sash and Door company 
operations.

Traverse the escarpment 
which forms part of the 
Raurimu Faultline.

Connect to the history 
of the North Island Main 
Trunk line – our freight 
artery.

The trail from this point is well-graded and mostly flat as it 
follows the old bush tramway. Those bumps you feel under 
your tyres are the remnants of the old sleepers, still doing 
their job of maintaining the route today.

Take in the views of the stunning central plateau 
mountains. Towering over the track is Hauhungatahi, an 
eroded volcano at the southern end of the Taupo Volcanic. 
Although little-known, at 1,521 metres Hauhungatahi is one 
of the highest volcanoes in New Zealand. The volcano is 
constructed atop an upfaulted block of Mesozoic marine 
sediments. The age of the erupted andesite lava is about 
900,000 years, making Hauhungatahi more than three 
times as old as the neighbouring Ruapehu. 

Take in the regenerating podocarp forest with little pockets 
of exotics which were experimental plantings from the 
original logging processes. 

Stay left at the “Y” junction following the wide track. 

At Cuff Road (gate), turn right and ride up the gravel 
road for approx. 1 km. Take the time to gaze out over the 
regenerating Erua forest both side. Remnants of other 
bush tramways in the area include the competing company 
Whanganui Sash and Door.

Construction has begun on the Te Hangāruru which will 
evenutally connect to Horopito via the Last Spike and the 
Pōkākā ecosanctuary being developed by local iwi Uenuku.

Turn right at the marker onto the “West Branch Line”  
home to a variety of marked fascinating historical  
points including:

•  a small dam that was used as a water refilling station 
for bush lokeys. The small locomotive engine used 
for hauling logs on tramways was known as site of a 
significant jigger crash.

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: 
HELP SPREAD THE WORD

@M2SNZ

mountainstosea.nz

#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZmountainstosea.nz

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: HELP SPREAD THE WORD

CONNECTING MAPS:
TE HANGĀRURU 
(UNDER CONSTRUCTION)

FISHERS 
TRACK

This trail is developed and maintained by 
the Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono 
Charitable Trust. Feedback and support 
mountainstosea.nz/support

 

HISTORY & BACKGROUND
Originally formed in 1896, Fishers Track provided access 
to the Retaruke and Kaitieke Valleys. It was likely used by 
early European settlers for horse-drawn coach traffic, which 
carried goods from the Whanganui River at Wade’s Landing. 
Before the railways arrived, meat and wool were transported 
up through the valleys, with produce backloaded down. Once 
the railway system was built, the transport network reversed, 
and Fishers Track ceased to be a major route.
In 2002, a local community group worked to reopen sections 
of the road, initially leading to the Tupapakurua Falls and later 
extending further. Today, Fishers Track is a key part of the 
northern section of the Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono 
adventure trail and serves as a vital ecological corridor.  
The Erua Forest, with its regenerating bush and wetland 
systems, supports rare native plants and endangered 
species, contributing to the ongoing conservation of  
New Zealand’s biodiversity.

FISHERS  
TRACK

ROUTE NOTES
•  The trail is 37% gravel, 18% single track (grass) and 44% 

quiet sealed country lane.
•   The start point in the Waimarino Railway Station corner by the 

Waimarino Park and Ride.
•   Shuttles from the finish at Kaitieke may be pre-arranged for 

pick up. (Not recommended to ride the route back via Raurimu 
on SH4 – 50kms.) See mountainstosea.nz/organise.

 

HIGHLIGHTS

Fishers Track – A Journey Through Time, Nature,  
and Conservation

Fishers Track, as well as being part of this Great Ride, is 
also a significant section of the Te Araroa trail.

Beginning at the Waimarino/National Park Village Park and 
Ride. A carved pou marks the start of your journey. Follow 
the Fishers Track signs along Station Road, turning right, 
then left over the railway line. A short climb up Fisher Road 
(which becomes Kurua Road) leads you into the heart of a 
rugged landscape.

The first section of the trail winds through the Erua 
Forest, a region of immense ecological and geological 
significance. The forest sits atop a fault line, which shapes 
the surrounding ranges and wetlands, creating a landscape 
rich in biodiversity. This area is home to rare and unique 
native orchids, a regenerating bush, and an important 
population of the endangered kiwi. Native bird species 
such as tūī, kererū, and pīwakawaka (fantail) can also often 
be spotted. The forest, along with its wetlands, plays a vital 
role in maintaining the environmental health of the region, 
acting as a natural water filter and controlling flooding.

TRAIL ROUTE

FISHERS 
TRACKFISHERS 

TRACK

27KM
FISHERS 
TRACK

27KM

Epic views of the 
surrounding volcanoes to 
the east including Mount 
Hauhungatahi – Tongariro 
National Parks’ fourth and 
oldest volcano and on a 
clear day Mt Taranaki in 
the west.

Home to conservational 
ecological reserve.

Find the historic horse 
trough on the Okaa saddle 
– a clue to its former use.

Entry-level  
backcountry ride.

Glimpse at the luxury 
Retaruke estate – famous 
for trophy hunting and 
chilling.

Thrilling downhill through 
farmland on an official 
public road with no cars to 
be seen (Drop 500m over 
the 17kms) – ride for the 
adrenaline or slow down 
and soak up the views.

Awesome horseshoe 
monument at Kaitieke.

 

THE STORY OF THE HORSE SCULPTURE
A highlight of the trail is the horse sculpture, an iconic 
tribute to the history of the Kaitieke rural area. In 2015, 
local farm owner and former councillor Elaine Wheeler 
envisioned a unique sculpture to celebrate 100 years of 
Returned Services. Horses played a vital role in the war 
effort and were an essential part of life in this rural region. 
The sculpture, based on a sturdy rural horse, is crafted 
from horseshoes sourced from throughout the valley. 
Designed by a local artist in Ruatiti, it arrived in a grand 
parade through Waiouru – a true reflection of the strong 
community spirit in the Ruapehu district.

CONNECTING MAPS:
MARTON SASH AND DOOROIO ROAD

TE HANGĀRURU

At the 3km mark, you’ll have the option of a 1 hour return 
walk to the Taranaki lookout or a full tramp to the falls, 
which takes about 4-5 hours return. The falls offer stunning 
views and an immersive experience in the local flora  
and fauna.

Take in the Views and History

As you reach the top of Fishers Track, take a moment to 
enjoy breathtaking views. On a clear day, you can see the 
entire line of North Island mountains, from Taranaki in the 
west to Ruapehu, Ngāuruhoe, and Tongariro in the east. 
The 6km descent offers an exhilarating ride down a grass 
single track through bush and rolling rural landscapes. 
Along the way, look for the old stone horse trough, carved 
from natural rock and fed by a stream, about 2km after you 
pass the “Public Road” sign.

The track eventually connects onto Kaitieke Road, 
emerging right next to Retaruke Lodge. Keep rolling until 
you see the signs to take a right turn onto Kaitieke Road 
and follow the gently descending route past rolling hills 
until you reach the War Memorial and Horse Sculpture. 
This is the pick-up point for day rider shuttles. For those 
continuing, turn left towards Oio Road, following the 
orange markers to Retaruke Domain and onwards to Blue 
Duck Station.

Note:
The western end of the trail can become slippery after heavy 
rainfall and this area is exposed to snowfall occasionally 
during winter so check the forecast before you depart.

The track passes through sections of farmland, please 
do not deviate from the designated track. Please do not 
disturb stock and leave any gates as you find them.

No camping on this trail#MOUNTAINSTOSEANZ@M2SNZmountainstosea.nz

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: HELP SPREAD THE WORD

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES: 
HELP SPREAD THE WORD

mountainstosea.nz
@M2SNZ

Scan to donate or share 
your feedback. Each survey 
completed helps our funding 
and lets us know what we 
need to work on.
mountainstosea.nz/support

RIDE. SHARE. SUPPORT. KIA KAHA.

THIS TRAIL IS DEVELOPED AND MAINTAINED BY THE 
MOUNTAINS TO SEA – NGĀ ARA TŪHONO CHARITABLE TRUST

0626

mountainstosea.nz
@M2SNZ

mountainstosea.nz/support

RIDE. WALK. SHARE. SUPPORT.

 

 

 

KAIWHAKAUKA TRACK

Originally a six-foot horse and cart route, 
then a tramping track, the Kaiwhakauka 
Track provides a unique connection to 
Mangapurua east or west.

GRADE

3 (Intermediate)

LENGTH

16km 
(or 41km to 
Mangapurua landing)

TOTAL ASCENT

400m
DURATION 

5-7 hrs
LOCATION 

Whakahoro / 
Ruatiti

HIGHLIGHTS
Blue Duck Station with 
native Whio, Kiwi and 
other natives

Remote, rural valley 
packed with history

View-filled climb 

Secret waterfalls

Old-fashioned  
farm heritage

Link to  
Mangapurua Track

One of Aotearoa – New Zealand’s iconic 
rides. Journey back in time through a 
remote, long-deserted valley to the mystical 
Whanganui River. 

GRADE

3*
(Intermediate) 

*In or after significant rain 
may ride as a Grade 4 with 
slippery papa surface.

LENGTH

36km
TOTAL DESCENT

590m
DURATION 

4-7 hrs
(depending  
on conditions)

LOCATION 

Whanganui 
National Park

 

MANGAPURUA TRACK

 

HIGHLIGHTS
National Park wilderness 

Whanganui River jet  
boat ride

Bridge to Nowhere, a 
poignant memorial to 
broken dreams of settlers

Remote farming valley

Poignant post- 
WWI history

Connection to the  
iconic Whanganui River 
– NZ’s second longest 
and legally protected as a 
living entity

Pre-book jetboat 
Mangapurua landing

 

Following the Whanganui river as it flows 
towards the sea, this peaceful road blends 
sublime scenery with a series of delightful 
heritage sites, both Māori and European.

GRADE

3
LENGTH

65km
TOTAL DESCENT

Undulating

DURATION 

7-8 hrs
(depending  
on conditions)

LOCATION 

Whanganui

 

WHANGANUI RIVER ROAD

 

HIGHLIGHTS
The Whanganui River

Hiruharama/Jerusalem and 
St Joseph’s Convent

Kawana Flour Mill

Small villages steeped  
in history

Elevated river views 

Engage with local   
M ori culture

Easy riding on a  
country road

Character-filled 
accommodation

A fitting finale to the Mountains to Sea.  
The trail winds beside the lower reaches 
of the Whanganui River and through the 
artful city of Whanganui before reaching the 
Tasman Sea.

GRADE

1*
(see below) 

LENGTH

19km
TOTAL DESCENT

Negligible

DURATION 

1-2 hrs
(take all day as there is 
much to see and do)

LOCATION 

Whanganui

HIGHLIGHTS
Cross the stunning cycle 
bridge connecting east 
to west 

Heritage buildings

Creative community 
(galleries and specialty 
glass workshops)

Whanganui River 
Markets (Saturdays)

Historic riverboats

Fantastic cafes

Durie Hill Tunnel  
and Elevator

 
UPOKONGARO TO THE 
TASMAN SEA

Individual detailed trail guides available 
for each of the connected trail.

OHAKUNE MOUNTAIN ROAD

TE ARA MANGAWHERO

OHAKUNE OLD COACH ROAD

FISHERS TRACK

MARTON SASH AND DOOR

TE HANGĀRURU

KAIWHAKAUKA TRACK

MANGAPURUA TRACK

WHANGANUI RIVER ROAD

UPOKONGARO TO THE TASMAN SEA

Cycle a journey of  
adventures navigating  
the Whanganui River from 
Tūroa to the Tasman Sea.
Known in Māori as ‘Ngā Ara Tūhono’ our 
connected pathways will take you to new 
adventures in a remarkable part of the world.

The trail is one of 23 Great Rides of the New 
Zealand Cycle Trail, known in Māori as Ngā 
Haerenga – ‘the journeys’. True to the name, 
our trail network follows the pathways of 
those who have gone before, traversing a 
series of amazing landscapes to show you 
natural wonders and reveal important stories 
from the past and present.

Mountains to Sea – Ngā Ara Tūhono is 
comprised of multiple sections that can be 
joined together for a multi-day adventure, 
or enjoyed as day rides to suit your ability, 
interests and itinerary. We know whatever your 
journey – it will be a Great Ride!

Cycle the full journey

• The Classic 231kms via Ruatiti
•  The Adventure 296kms  

via Kaiwhakauka

Full planning, history and downloadable maps and 
itinerary planning available on our website.

Planning your adventure… 
support our official business partners who are focused 
on making your journey special.  

mountainstosea.nz/organise

 

TE AWA TUPUA
Flowing from Ongarue in the North to the 
Tasman sea, the 290km Whanganui River  
is the second longest in the North Island, 
after the Waikato.

The importance of the river is underscored by its 
declaration as a living entity with commensurate 
rights enshrined in the Te Awa Tupua legislation 
and a United Nations proclamation in 2017. Te Awa 
Tupua recognises the river as an indivisible and 
living whole from the mountains to the sea.

Ko te Awa te mātāpuna o te ora

The River is the source of spiritual and physical 
sustenance

E rere kau mai te Awa nui mai i te Kāhui Maunga  
ki Tangaroa

The great River flows from the mountains to the sea 

Ko au te Awa, ko te Awa ko au

I am the River and the River is me

Ngā manga iti, ngā manga nui e honohono kau ana,  
ka tupu hei Awa Tupua

The streams that flow into one another and form  
one River

For more information see

mountainstosea.nz/theriver

CHOOSING THE RIGHT RIDE  
(AND BIKE) FOR YOU
From the slopes of Mt Ruapehu to the  
shores of the Tasman Sea, discover a  
journey that’s uniquely yours – with trail 
sections for every level.

Enjoy a variety of experiences, from well-formed, 
consistent paths (Grade 1-2) to more remote 
backcountry trails (Grade 3), with steeper climbs, 
narrower tracks, and rugged terrain.

Choose the right style of bike and  trail that suits you, 
ride prepared, and make the most of your journey.

Start planning: mountainstosea.nz/trail-grades

BOOK WITH OFFICIAL PARTNERS
Booking with Official 
Partners connects 
you with trusted local 
businesses who know 
these trails inside out.

From bike hire and shuttles to accommodation, tours, 
and great coffee, they’ll help make your journey 
smooth, safe, and memorable.

Many partners can take care of the details — so you 
can focus on the ride.

Look for the “Official Partner” badge and support the 
people who support the trails.

Explore your options: mountainstosea.nz/organise

10 SCENIC RIDES
Connect, combine & navigate 
from Ruapehu to Whanganui.

mountainstosea.nz

 There are a couple of 
shorter on road sections.  
We are working towards 
funding to move these to  
a consistent off-road path.

SUPPORT THE TRAILS YOU LOVE
Love the ride, walk or run? Help us care for it.

Our trails are free for everyone to enjoy, but it takes 
ongoing care to keep them open, safe and thriving.

The Ngā Ara Tūhono Charitable Trust cares for the 
network in partnership with iwi, land managers, 
councils and local communities.

You can make a difference by completing the trail 
survey, reporting issues, making a donation or sharing 
your story.

Every action helps care for these living journeys –  
connecting people, places and stories from maunga  
to moana.

Scan to donate or share your feedback.  
Each survey completed helps our funding and 

lets us know what we need to work on.
mountainstosea.nz/support

RIDE. SHARE. SUPPORT. KIA KAHA.

Trails are operated and maintained by  
the Ngā Ara Tūhono Charitable Trust.  

Help us develop and keep these open. 
Donate, report or do the survey. 

mountainstosea.nz

RIDE. SHARE. SUPPORT. KIA KAHA.

Ruapehu – the heart 
For more information mountainstosea.nz
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Waimarino National Park Village 
Park and Ride

Uenuku Pines
Mountain Bike Park
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Railway Crossing
Cross the railway 
line here. Look both 
ways – live track.
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Mountain 
Heights
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Caution: DO NOT USE Kiwirail access track.
Viaduct is a no-exit return.!

Cross the railway line here.
Look both ways – live track.

Taonui Viaduct

Railway Crossing

Makotuku River
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TE ARA MANGAWHERO

TONGARIRO NATIONAL PARK 
(DUAL WORLD HERITAGE STATUS)

This is in the Tongariro National Park. 
No dogs, motorbikes, drones, and no 

damage to heritage sites. Take nothing but 
pictures; leave nothing but MTB tyre tracks.
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River Track

OLD COACH ROAD

MIDDLE & RUATITI RD TE HANGĀRURU

TE ARA MANGAWHERO 
OLD COACH ROAD

OHAKUNE OLD 
COACH ROAD
GRADE

3
LENGTH

15 km
DURATION 

2-4 hrs
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2
LENGTH

12.9 km
DURATION 

2+ hrs
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Mangaturuturu River

Makotote River

Makatote Viaduct

Mangaturuturu East Road

Manganui o te Ao River

Ngātokoerua 
Scenic 

Reserve

Pōkākā Road
Trail Exit / Shuttle Point

Te Hangāruru Track

Trail Start/End

WAIMARINO  
VILLAGE

KAITIEKE

Off Road Trail Ends, Transition of Rural Road

Reteruke Lodge

Erua Forest

To Whakahoro and the Kaiwhakauka

Last Spike 
Memorial Site

TE ARA MANGAWHERO PHASE II 
CONSTRUCTION PENDING.  

SEE WEBSITE FOR  
LATEST UPDATES.

HELP SUPPORT:  
mountainstosea.nz/support
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Ruapehu – the heart of Great Rides!
For more information mountainstosea.nz Trail grades, maps and more!
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To include your business in this listing, please contact us 06 
385 8532 or ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

SCHNAPPS BAR 
SH4, National Park Village, Tongariro National Park Ph: 07 892 2788
The perfect place to relax after the Tongariro Crossing, 42 Traverse 
or skiing on Mount Ruapehu.  Panoramic views of the central 
plateau mountains, enjoy the open fire, with great meals on offer.  
Big screen TV's, wholesale facilities and garden bar.  Function & 
conference facilities also available. Come and play 18 holes of Mini 
Golf.  www.schnappsbarruapehu.com

WAIMARINO/NATIONAL PARK

EATING OUT IN RUAPEHU

UTOPIA CAFÉ
47 Clyde Street, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 9120
Open 7 days from 8am – 3pm for all day breakfast and lunch. Now 
serving Havana Coffee. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a great 
range of cabinet food and beverages, Frappé and smoothies. Vegan/
Gluten-free options for both savoury and sweet are available. 
Speedy free Wi-Fi! A perfect place for everybody! 

MOUNTAIN KEBABS
29 Clyde Street, Ohakune Ph: 0800-KEBABS
King size kebabs, king size flavour! If you’re hungry for a tasty filling 
meal on the run then grab a mountain kebab ... hits the spot after 
a long days riding on your bike or on the mountain. Open 7 days a 
week, 11am – 8pm.

ANGEL LOUISE CAFE
Seddon St, Raetihi Ph: 06 385 4976 
Open 7 days a week. Monday – Friday 7:30am – 2:30pm and 
Saturday – Sunday 8am – 2:30pm.  All day breakfast, coffee and 
lunch from 11am till 2pm.  A fine selection of homemade baking and 
cabinet food. On site and out catering a specialty with individually 
designed menus to suit your needs and budget. Wiki & Adrian 
welcome you to our cafe.

RAETIHIOHAKUNE

POWDERKEG
Bottom of the Mountain Road, Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8888
For over 35 years, The Powderkeg has been serving up exceptional 
food and service in a warm, welcoming atmosphere. Whether you’re 
enjoying a sunny afternoon on our spacious balcony or indulging in our 
weekly specials like Sushi Fridays and Smokehouse Sundays, there’s 
always something to look forward to. Join us for an unforgettable dining 
experience and follow us on Instagram @powderkegbar for the latest 
updates and mouthwatering offers! Open daily 7am till late

KINGS BAR & RESTAURANT
3 Rimu Street, Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8648
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by local chefs, a 
great selection of boutique wines and craft breweries including 
award winning Ruapehu Brewing Co beers in the fridge and on 
tap. See our Facebook page for what’s on. Please check our open 
times as these will vary.

LA PIZZERIA
6 Thames Street, Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8558 
Ohakune's most famous pizza restaurant. For over 35 years, we've 
been serving Ohakune's best pizza. Come up and see us in the 
"Junction" at the end of the Old Coach Road and try one of our hot, 
tasty, handmade pizzas. Same great menu available for takeaway. 
Open 7 days, 4pm – late. www.lapizzeria.co.nz

THE KITCHEN 
4 Thames Street, Ohakune Junction Ph: 06 385 8664
Discover Ohakune’s most creative drinks list at The Kitchen. Enjoy a 
carefully curated selection of local craft beers, including favourites 
from Little Thief and Damaged Goods, alongside innovative cocktails 
and specialty drinks. With regular live music, a vibrant creative 
atmosphere, and a warm, friendly environment, The Kitchen is the 
perfect place to relax, connect, and experience one of Ohakune’s 
favourite gathering places as well as being the heart of Ohakune’s 
local culture. #thekitchenohakune.nz

THE HUNGRY RUSH
49 Clyde Street, Ohakune 022 509 6861
Kiwi classics, done properly. No short cuts, no mucking around! 
Burgers, chips, fish, toasties, coffee, soda, soft serve, cookies, kids 
menu. Take away or dine-in. Open from 11am till late.
www.hungryrush.co.nz To include your business in this listing,

please contact us 06 385 8532 or 
ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Published by Ruapehu Media Ltd

Home of Ruapehu’s only locally owned weekly 
community newspaper. Established 1983. 

Publishing Editor: Robert Milne
robert @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Advertising/Features : Jude Chevin
 ads @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz

www.ruapehu.info
(06) 385 8532

ROBIN'S NEST BISTRO
37 Seddon St, Raetihi Ph: 06 385 3250 or 0275 488 469
Come in and enjoy the new dishes prepared by our chef. 48 years’ 
experience with the New Zealand Navy, working around the world 
and still going strong here in Raetihi. Robins Nest Bistro is a homely 
place that will make you feel comfortable and relaxed away from 
home so come on in, we have you covered.

Angel Louise Cafe, 48 Seddon St, Raetihi. Ph 06 385 4976

Open 7 days a week
Mon-Fri 7:30am – 2:30pm & Sat-Sun 8am – 2:30pm
All day breakfast, coffee & lunch from 11am – 2pm

THE FLAVOUR FARM
18 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune 
With local roots and global flavour, The Flavour Farm offers a 
selection of hot takeaway lunches, sweet treats and heat ‘n’ eat 
meals. Everything is freshly made on-site. Open Tuesday to Sunday 
8.30am-3pm. Catering enquires welcome. @theflavourfarm.co.nz
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Kiwis in the mountains, on film 

RUAPEHU
ACCOMMODATION

WAIMARINO / NATIONAL PARK

OHAKUNE
RUAPEHU CHALET RENTALS
16 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune www.ruapehu.co.nz
Email: info@ruapehu.co.nz Ph: 06 385 8149
With us, you can select the size, style, and location of alpine 
accommodation to suit your needs. Browse and book online. 
www.ruapehu.co.nz

 WAIMARINO PROPERTY WORKS
Rimu Street, Ohakune Ph: 021 0873 4724
info@wpw.co.nz www.rimupark.co.nz
Contact us today for a no obligation free quote for soft/high 
pressure wash, roof moss, mould, lichen treatment; gutter 
cleaning; exterior window washing and bug and spider spraying. 

TONGARIRO CROSSING LODGE
27 Carroll St, National Park Village www.tongarirocrossinglodge.co.nz
Email: welcome@tongarirocrossinglodge.co.nz Ph: 07 892 2688
Come experience our premium garden suites - architecturally 
designed to provide great comfort and space to relax and 
recharge. Or stay in our heritage suites – each with its own unique 
character. You will feel at home from the moment you arrive, as 
you unwind in our spacious suites or enjoy our delicious breakfast 
served with our fresh, homemade bread.

A selection of New Zealand films from annual New Zealand Mountain 
Film Festival is on show at the Matterhorn in Ohakune in October.

As well as getting to see some Kiwi adventurers on missions around the 
world and in New Zealand, people buying tickets will be supporting the 
Predator Free Ohakune group, that is working to restore native birdlife to 
the town that sits right on the boundary of the Tongariro National Park.

The set of short films feature world-class Kiwi productions alongside 
the best of international adventure cinema — skiing, climbing, kayaking, 
mountain biking, and more.

Each year, the NZ Mountain Film Festival Charitable Trust stages one of 
the world’s premier mountain film festivals in Otago, then invites groups 
from around the country to share a selection 
of the best films.

This year’s Kiwi selection includes:
Jerry on the Jerry (10 mins) Huw Miles 

– a team of pack rafters make a second 
attempt at a first descent of the Jerry River 
deep in Fiordland.

Race Be Run (15 mins) Richard Carey & 
Prabhjit Sabharwal. Dressed as Superman, 
a man runs solo along Canada’s highways 
to raise funds for cancer charities, 
transforming the grief of losing both 
parents into a quiet, inspiring mission of 
hope.

Project RedLine (30 mins) Matheson 
Brown. A blue-collar nobody from New 
Zealand goes up against a mountaineering 
elite in an attempt to strip him of what is 
widely believed to be an illegitimate world 
record. (Festival Spirit Award)

Alone on Makalu (22 mins) Nick 
Kowalski. Matthew Scholes attempts to 

summit the world’s fifth-highest mountain without supplementary oxygen.
The Pole of Inaccessibility (25 mins) Danny Warley & Ned Brannigan. 

A paraglider embarks on a multi-day bivouac flight across New Zealand’s 
Southern Alps, navigating glaciers and vast wilderness to reach the 
country’s most remote point, the Pole of Inaccessibility. He then faces the 
challenge of getting back out. (Spirit of Adventure Award)

100 Days in Fiordland (24 mins) Dan Sutherland. Three kayakers spend 
100 winter days deep in Fiordland National Park, sea kayaking, hunting, 
fishing and searching for unexplored whitewater in one of New Zealand’s 
most demanding wilderness expeditions.

Exploring Fiordland’s remote rivers features on film this spring.
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Ruapehu Events
OCTOBER 2026SEPTEMBER 2026

Peak 2 Powderkeg Triathlon Tūroa
Celebrating its 30th year, the legendary Peak to Keg adventure race remains one of Rua-
pehu’s most iconic events. The four-stage challenge takes competitors from the summit 
of Tūroa Ski Area to the Powderkeg below Mt Ruapehu, combining endurance, teamwork 
and plenty of mountain spirit. Participants can enter as individuals or teams of three, 
with team entries requiring at least one female competitor. www.powderhorn.co.nz

26
SAT

Waimarino Art Awards
Celebrating art and photography talent across the region. The Annual awards are a 
showcase and place to buy too. Exhibition Viewing Times 27 Sep - 2 Oct, 11am - 2pm days 
and 6-9pm nights. WEEK OF WORKSHOPS: *   Puoro, * Geli Printing, * Ecstatic Art & Dance,  * 
Kahu Aroha, * Paint & Collage, * Paint & Sip, * Quick!Draw! * Pottery Animals, * Pyrography. 
All details on www.waimarinoartawards.org.nz. Contact Annie 021 638 800

26–2
SAT-FRI

Retro Day
A celebration of everything retro and spring in Ruapehu. Break out your dads old one piece 
or your old fluoro pants because the Retro Police will be out and about handing out fashion 
fines that could win you and your outfit some stunning prizes. Fun and games for the whole 
family including Chocolate Eclair eating, Air Guitar and Carrot Bag Toss at The Kitchen, 4 
Thames St, Ohakune Junction. See Facebook page for details. #RETRODAYOHAKUNE

3
SAT

Ohakune Fashion Show
Showcasing winter fashion with a fun local fundraising event, held at the 
Matterhorn Bar & Restaurant. Local, recycled and fashion on show. A great 
night out. See Ohakune Fashion Show on Facebook for details.

17
SAT

Rail Jam – Winter Vibes
Get ready for one of the biggest freestyle events of the season as The Rail Jam 
returns to Tūroa. Beginning at 1pm, the competition features an open jam format where 
riders showcase their best tricks before the top eight progress to head-to-head 
knockout heats. With a live DJ, incredible prizes and an electric atmosphere, this is a 
must-see event whether you’re competing or spectating. Helmets are compulsory.

12
SAT

Adaptive Festival
A celebration of inclusive snow sports where people of all abilities come 
together on the mountain. More on this event at www.whakapapa.com

11-13
FRI-SUN

Raetihi Christmas Carnival
Come along to the always popular Raetihi Christmas Carnival. Fun for all - 
stalls, raffles, food, live bands with lollies and games for the kids. Seddon 
Street, Raetihi from 9am. Contact Kay on 027 924 7252 for stalls.

12
SATTongariro Juniors Club Race

Contingency 27 September More on this event at www.whakapapa.com
26
SAT

Navy Club Champs
More on this event at www.whakapapa.com

12
SAT

Ngauruhoe Trophy Race
Contingency 20 September. More on this event at www.whakapapa.com

19
SAT

Waimarino Cup/North Island Champs
Contingency 4 October. More on this event at www.whakapapa.com

3
SAT

Whakapapa Freeride Festival
Contingency 5-8 October. More on this event at www.whakapapa.com

5
MON

Pond Skim - Whakapapa
More on this event at www.whakapapa.com

10
SAT

NI Secondary Schools Ski & Snowboard Champs
An awesome three day event for North Island Secondary School Skiers & 
Snowboarders, with a mixture of racing and freestyle events held at Tūroa. 
Disclaimer: Tūroa events are subject to snow and weather conditions. 
Visit www.nisssc.nz or Facebook North Island Secondary Schools Skiing 
Competition. Email nisssc.snowsports@gmail.com

21-23
MON-WED

DECEMBER 2026

Tūroa Parks Rail Jam
The Tūroa Parks Rail Jam is back. Throw down for prizes, ride to a live DJ and 
bring the hype for an afternoon of park laps, style and friendly competition.
More on this event at www.pureturoa.com

12
SAT

Fork and Flame
An exclusive fine dining experience at Freddies Tasting Lounge. Enjoy a 
6-course degustation menu and stargazing evening at Tūroa’s mountain 
restaurant. More on this event at www.pureturoa.com

24
SAT

Mountain Film Festival
Come and see the award winning selection of films from the NZ Mountain 
Film & Book Festival. This year’s festival to be held in the Matterhorn. Spon-
sored by Ruapehu Bulletin

8
THURS

School Holiday Fun at Whakapapa
Saturday 4 July: Face Painting, Meet Koha, Scavenger Hunt (Always On), Photo 
Comp (Always On), Colouring Comp (Always On), Sunday 5 July: Face Painting, Meet 
Koha, Backcountry Awareness with BCA. Saturday 11 July: Face Painting, Sunday 12 
July: Meet Koha, Face Painting. Monday 13 July: Meet Koha, Face Painting, Sunday 
19 July: Meet Koha, Face Painting. More on these events at www.whakapapa.com

SCHOOL
HOLS

Girls Who Shred
After a booked out event in August we’re taking pre-registrations for a TBC 
date in September. Please register to stay updated! Visit www.pureturoa.nz 
or find us on Facebook or instagram @turoa.nz for up to date information.

TBC

Landrover Show Taumarunui
Calling all Land Rover clubs and owners to the biggest Land Rover gathering in NZ. Tau-
marunui A&P Showgrounds. Camping, auto jumble/swap meet, trade stalls, food vendors, 
kids area. Contact: landrovershow@gmail.com or on Facebook The Land-Rover Show.

23–25
FRI-SUN

DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 
FOR MORE DETAILS, GO TO

RUAPEHU.INFO
Disclaimer: Whakapapa events are subject to snow and 
weather conditions Visit www.whakapapa.com for up 
to date information. Tūroa events are subject to snow 

and weather conditions. Visit www.pureturoa.nz or on 
Facebook/Instagram @turoa.nz for up to date information.

Published by Ruapehu Media Ltd

www.ohakune.info   (06) 385 8532
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Discover New Zealand’s military history in 
the heart of Ruapehu District

Nestled in the dramatic landscape 
of the Central Plateau, the National 
Army Museum Te Mata Toa in 
Waiouru is a must-visit destination 
for anyone exploring the Ruapehu 
region.

Whether you’re travell ing 
through on a road trip, enjoying 
the region’s spectacular outdoor 
adventures, or spending time on the 
slopes of Mt Ruapehu, the Museum 
offers the perfect opportunity to step 
inside, take a break and discover the 
fascinating stories that have shaped 
Aotearoa New Zealand.

Home to one of New Zealand’s 
most significant collections of 
military history, the National Army 
Museum brings the experiences of 
New Zealand soldiers to life through 
powerful stories, remarkable objects 
and engaging exhibitions.

Explore the stories of New 
Zealanders who have served from 
the New Zealand Wars of the 1840s 
through to more recent conflicts and 
peacekeeping operations. Discover 
incredible medals and personal 
treasures, come face-to-face with 
military vehicles and artillery, 
and learn about the people whose 
courage, sacrifice and service 
helped shape our nation.

Among the Museum’s many 
highlights are the extraordinary 
stories of New Zealand’s Victoria 

Cross recipients, including the 
medals of Captain Charles Upham 
VC and Bar – the only combat 
soldier to receive the Victoria Cross 
twice.

The Museum is also home to 
Roimata Pounamu, New Zealand’s 
national memorial wall, where more 
than 30,000 names commemorate 
those who gave their lives in service 

to their country.
Discover Your Family’s 
Military Story

The National Army Museum is 
also a popular destination for people 

Turn to Page 39

ENTER TO WIN!!!
PRIZE VALUED AT OVER $1000

Find the answers in the advertisements throughout this publication.
Simply email your answers to: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz to go into the draw!

Question 1:	 What is the brand of coffee served at Utopia?

Question 2:	 What date is Retro Day and where is this held?

Question 3:	 Complete the phrase “soft snow, long ....”

Question 4:	 What event finishes at the Powderkeg?

Provide your name, phone and email with your answer.
All correct entries will go into the draw to win!
Entries must be received by Friday 16 October. Prize drawn  on 21 October 2026.

PRIZE INCLUDES: Two nights accommodation at Tūroa Lodge; Whakapapa 
Sightseeing passes; Tūroa day pass, SLR ski or board tune, TCB bike hire, 
Schnapps Mini Golf, food vouchers from The Hungry Rush, La Pizzeria, Robin’s 
Nest and Utopia Cafe.

Unless advised, your email address will be added to our online Bulletin subscription.

The National Army Museum is a popular stop – inside and out– before and after driving past the Tongariro 
National Park mountains.
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Landscaping

Ph 027 241 3412

EARTHWORKSEARTHWORKS
LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING

Drainage
5T/3T Diggers
Road Roller
All Concrete Work
Concrete Cutting

RICHARD
FLEURY

027 241 3412
DIPLOMA IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Electrician

Ph 021 770 123

Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?

- Keeps his promises?
- Offers efficient service

& sound advice?
Then call Jake Fah at

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
Ohakune – Raetihi – Rangataua –

Horopito – National Park – Whanganui

RUAPEHU SERVICES

Ph 06 385 8487

Upholsterers

• Furniture upholstery
• Vehicle upholstery

• Tarpaulins  • Canvas & Leather
• Shade sails  • Saddlery

Factory SH49, Tangiwai, Ohakune
Mobile 0274 467 289

E: westlorne@xtra.co.nz

www.westlorne.co.nz

WestlornEWestlornE

Gas Fitting

Cut down on your power bill.Cut down on your power bill.  
Go gas hot water & heating – Go gas hot water & heating – 

supplied and installed.supplied and installed.
Call for a consultation.Call for a consultation.

Phone Denise 027 482 7488Phone Denise 027 482 7488
or emailor email

accounts@applumbingandgas.co.nzaccounts@applumbingandgas.co.nz

Ph 06 343 6866

Curtains & Blinds

Ph 022 307 2627

Airbnb Cleaning
Linen Supply
Airbnb Management
Property Maintenance
Gardening
Handyman Service + MORE

Property Care 
Done Better

RUAPEHU
Locally owned 

& operated 

Whether it’s your home, investment or
short stay rental, trust GSTAR Stays to
keep it looking its best, inside and out! 

027 511 1200 info@gstarstays.nz

Property Managers

Ph 027 5111 200

RUAPEHU.INFO

NEW LOCATION
Next to BP Ohakune

Open Monday – Friday 8am – 4pm
Saturday & Sunday CLOSED. Hire by arrangement

P 027 2799 724    E ohakunehire@xtra.co.nz

Hire

Ph 06 387 5022

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF HIRE 
EQUIPMENT. SEE OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ

PARTY HIRE: floodlights, 
tables & chairs, heaters, spit 
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing 
dishes, crockery & cutlery, 
dehumidifier, flute & wine 
glasses, universal food cooker, 
portaloos & showers, 3-section 
marquee, horse float.

FOR THE BIG JOBS:
digger hire, cherry pickers, 
pumps, wood splitters, 
generators, car trailers, post 
hole borers, furniture trailer, 
concrete equipment, rollers & 
compactors, portable trencher

Marquee Hire
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Marquee Hire

researching family members who have served in the New Zealand Army. 
Whether you are beginning your family history journey or have already 
uncovered a name and want to know more, the Museum can help bring 
those stories to life.

From accessing and interpreting military service records to discovering 
more detailed information about a person’s service, the Museum provides a 
valuable starting point for anyone wanting to explore their family’s military 
connections and uncover the stories behind the names.
Through an Army Lens

Don’t miss the Museum’s latest exhibition, Through an Army Lens, a 
fascinating look at New Zealand Army life through the eyes of those who 
capture it. Featuring striking photographs taken by New Zealand Defence 
Force photographers, the exhibition takes visitors behind the camera to 
explore the people, places and moments that make up military service.

From life in the field and training exercises to overseas deployments 
and everyday moments rarely seen by the public, these powerful images 
offer a unique and personal perspective on the modern New Zealand Army.

But a visit isn’t just about history. With family-friendly experiences, 
engaging exhibitions and plenty to discover around every corner, the 
National Army Museum offers something for visitors of all ages.

NZ’s military history in 
the heart of Ruapehu
From Page 37

The Army Museum’s display showing an old uniform office from the 
First World War.

Ruapehu’s spring 
snow options

Whakapapa is offering guests more choice and value on the mountain 
this spring with a new All Mountain 2-Day Pass and updated pricing across 
its All Mountain and Happy Valley Beginner Area passes now available 
to purchase online.  

The new passes, available online for $134 for adults and $89 for youth, 
giving guests two days on the mountain for the equivalent of $67 per day 
for adults and $44.50 per day for youth. 

The two days do not need to be consecutive and any unused days will 
be valid for the upcoming summer season between 1 November 2026 and 
30 April 2027.  

Whakapapa has also updated its All-Mountain Day Pass, previously 
available as the All-Mountain Weekday Pass, which is now valid any day 
of the week, including weekends. The All-Mountain Day Pass is available 
online for $119 for adults and $79 for youth. 

Happy Valley also has updated pricing: Beginner Area Pass, available 
online for $79 for adults and $59 for youth. 

“Spring is a great time to get back up the mountain, and we wanted to 
offer guests more choice, value and flexibility as they make plans for the 
rest of the season,” said Dave Mazey, CEO Whakapapa Holdings Limited. 

“The new 2-Day Pass gives people a simple way to get more time on 
the mountain for less, while extending the All-Mountain Day Pass across 
the full week and updating our pass pricing gives guests clearer options 
when planning their day at Whakapapa.”
Tūroa spring

Tūroa Ski Area is also offering spring passes, including a $499 adult 
pass ($249 for youths).

The offer includes sightseeing, discounts on a 2027 pass, discounted 
Whakapapa day passes, 25% off Tūroa merchandise and tuning and a 
range of off-mountain offers.
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CAFE   •   GIFT SHOP   •   KIDS HQ   •   GUIDED TOURS

OPEN DAILY 9.00AM TO 4.30PM

State Highway 1, Waiouru

www.armymuseum.co.nz

Plan a visit today!

Bring history to life




