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Poll on trust
highlights

council

need,

says Kirton

By Moana Ellis, LDR

Ruapehu mayor Weston Kirton says new
research showing New Zealanders trust lo-
cal councils more than central government
reinforces the need to protect local voices
amid major reforms.

Research commissioned by Local Gov-
ernment New Zealand found 54% of re-
spondents trusted their local council to make
decisions for their community, compared
with a quarter who trust central government.

Kirton said the findings were no surprise.

“We know our communities because
we are our communities. We understand
the challenges people face, alongside their
hopes and aspirations for the places they
call home.”

He said Ruapehu’s councillors were
available to locals to talk about local
concerns.

“People can raise an issue directly with
someone who knows their community and
can help get things moving.”

Kirton said recent community engage-
ment on the Government’s Head Start
council amalgamation directive had
highlighted maintaining local voice as a
top priority.

“People want local leaders on the
ground, connected to their communities
and with a deep understanding of local
issues. Whatever changes come, we need
to protect that connection and the ability
to act on it.”

Strong local advocacy was critically
important, he said.

“Whether it is securing funding for local
health services, challenging policies that
affect our rural economy, advocating for
our ski areas, the Chateau Tongariro, or
forestry mill workers, or getting old car-
riages removed from local rail yards ...
these issues need representatives who will
keep raising them and pushing for action.

Kirton said the poll also highlighted the
gap between the appeal of rates capping
and its potential consequences.

Rates increases will be capped at 4%
under a Government move to ease the
pressure on household budgets.

Local Government Minister Simon
Watts has previously said the rates cap
would put the brakes on excessive increas-
es and force councils to focus on the basics.

In the LGNZ survey, about half of
respondents (51%) supported a proposed
cap, but people were less likely to support it
when asked to consider higher fees (41%),
lower service standards (37%) or reduced
infrastructure investment (36%).

The survey used a sample size of 1000
voting-aged New Zealanders.

Kirton said he understood why rates
capping sounded appealing.

“Rates are already too high for many Rua-
pehu households, and people need relief.

“But a cap does not make the cost of
maintaining roads, running libraries or
collecting rubbish stand still.”

The council is reviewing service levels
in preparation for its new 2027-2037
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Teena Juanita’s collection included a range of creations including lots of loose fitting, flowing garments.

Photo: Holly Huriana.

Fashionista numbers were down for the Ohakune
Fashion Show at the Powderhorn Chateau’s Matterhorn
Restaurant on Saturday, but organisers were pleased with
the amount raised for charity.

Lead organiser Cecilia Roke said she was a bit disap-
pointed with the turn out, which was smaller than in
past years — possibly because of the All Blacks game

on the same night, possibly because of the time of year
(the event had traditionally been held at the start of the
SNOW season).

“But the feedback was great — people were coming
up to me at the end, saying ‘oh my gosh Cecilia, that
was amazing.”

Turn to Page 4

List your property with Bayleys before
the end of spring and receive $1,000
back in your pocket when it sells.

06 385 0170 | Bayleys Ruapehu
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Sausage medal for
Taumarunui butcher

Absolute Meats in Taumarunui has plenty to celebrate after
winning a sausage medal at this year’s Dunninghams Great New
Zealand Sausage Competition. Their beef sausage won Category
Champion and was recognised among the country’s best at a special
awards evening in Auckland.

Arecord-breaking 869 entries were submitted from 126 sausage
makers nationwide.

“You can see the care and pride producers are putting into their
sausages, and that really comes through in the texture and all the
technical aspects of making a great sausage,” says Judge Brian
Everton.

“At this final stage of judging, it ultimately comes down to the
combination of flavours and innovation — those are the things that
can lift one sausage above another.”

The public were also invited to taste and vote for their favourite
during a special lunchtime People’s Choice sausage sizzle held at
The Green in Central Park, Auckland.

Sam and Jess Brenchley from Absolute Meats.

Tomas Huppert 2026 SSNZ Life Member

From Ruapehu to the world — Tomas Huppert’s amazing story
of Olympic representation, snow sports leadership and lunch with
Audrey Hepburn — his story has been shared by Snow Sports New
Zealand as the organisation acknowledges his Life Membership.

For Tomas Huppert, skiing has always been about much more than
competition. His connection with the sport stretches back nearly eight
decades, with Mt Ruapehu at the heart of the story.

Tomas first skied at Mt Ruapehu in 1948, when his European-born
parents, both keen skiers, took Tomas and his sister to the mountain.
He was 11 years old in 1954 when Sir Edmund Hillary opened New
Zealand’s first chairlift at Whakapapa — a memorable moment in what
would become a lifelong connection with the mountain.

By his teens, Tomas loved climbing to the top of Ruapehu, sitting
there and contemplating the world and, as he remembers it, “how
small I was”. But he was also developing into one of New Zealand’s
leading ski racers. In 1962, aged 19, he won the New Zealand
downhill and giant slalom titles at Ruapehu. For Tomas, part of the
satisfaction was upsetting the established order.

“I was a young reprobate at 19 years old and I beat all the old
hands.”

His ambitions stretched beyond racing at home. At 15, Tomas
had decided he wanted to compete at the Olympic Games, but his
route there was anything but straightforward. While campaigning
overseas in the 1960s, funding ran out and the New Zealand skiers
were told to head home. Tomas stayed in London to work, landing
an unlikely job teaching skiing by appointment at Simpsons of Pic-
cadilly, on a plastic slope long enough for only half a dozen turns.
The job came at a cost: being paid to teach skiing meant losing his
amateur status and, with it, two years of racing.

Combined title

When Tomas returned to competition, he was fitter and stronger
than before. In 1967, he won the New Zealand National Combined
title, completing a remarkable comeback after two years away from
racing.

“They had to take me after that.”

His place on the team for the 1968 Winter Olympics in Grenoble
fulfilled the ambition he had set himself at 15.

At Grenoble, Tomas competed in downhill, giant slalom and sla-
lom and carried the New Zealand flag at the Opening Ceremony. It
was a very different era of ski racing. There were far fewer safety
features, no blue lines marking the course and little of the netting
seen today. Grooming was minimal too — Tomas remembers the
army packing down the snow with their boots — and racers tackled
the mountain on skis considerably longer than those used today.

The Games also produced one particularly unexpected highlight.
After completing the downhill, Tomas found himself taking film star
Audrey Hepburn to lunch, accompanied by her chaperone, Dorothy
Brynner, wife of Hollywood star Yule Brynner.

Almost four decades later, Tomas’s Olympic story came
full circle. Hav-
ing represented
New Zealand as
both an athlete
and flagbearer
in Grenoble, he
returned to the

Winter Games in Torino in 2006 as Chef de Mission — giving him
the rare honour of experiencing the Olympic Games in all three roles.

His contribution to skiing at Mt Ruapehu was just as enduring.
Tomas became a director of Ruapehu Alpine Lifts in 1973 and later
served as chair. His involvement spanned decades of development
and change on the mountain, including the acquisition of Taroa in
2000.

His commitment continued long after, serving for many years as
a Trustee of RAL.

And his own racing career had remarkable longevity. Four decades
after representing New Zealand at Grenoble, Tomas was still lining
up in Masters ski racing until 2008.

From national champion, Olympian and flagbearer to Chef de
Mission, RAL director, chair and long-serving trustee, Tomas has
spent a lifetime contributing to New Zealand skiing.

Perhaps the thread running through it all is the mountain itself.
Nearly eight decades after first learning to ski at Mt Ruapehu as a
six-year-old, the mountain remains, in Tomas’s own words, “part
of my soul”.

Snow Sports NZ is proud to recognise Tomas Huppert’s outstand-
ing and enduring contribution to snow sports with Life Membership.

This article is shared by SSNZ.

Tomas Huppert: eight decades of Ruapehu skiing.

OCTOBER 2026

Junction Spring Market 24 Oct
10am-2pm. More info text Jennie 0210 236 0065

Land Rover Show Taumarunui 23-25 Oct

Contact: landrovershow@gmail.com or on Facebook The Land-Rover Show.

NOVEMBER 2026

Ruapehu Maori Culture Festival 5 Nov
Raetihi Primary School. Contact Kay Henare kayhenare06@gmail.com

DECEMBER 2026

Raetihi Christmas Festival
Contact Kay Henare kayhenare06@gmail.com

12 Dec

For all your ski board and bike rental needs

Ski, Board & Bike
Cnr Ayr St & Goldfinch St, Ohakune
06-385-8433 tcb.nz

FOR MORE DETAILS, Go To OHAKUNE.INFO
IT'S FREE TO LIST SO PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU

HAVE AN EVENT COMING UP ...
ADS@RUAPEHUBULLETIN.CO.NZ
LINK YOUR EVENT TO EVENTFINDA FOR FREE
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Ph: 06 385 8648

3 Rimu St Ohakune Junction
Est in 1913, historic Kings offers an inviting menu by international
chefs, a great selection of boutique wines and craft breweries
including award winning Ruapehu Brewing Co beers in the fridge
and on tap. See our Facebook page for what's on. Please check
our open times as these will vary.

1Rata St, Ohakune Ph: 027 257 LKNZ (5569)
Open every day. Menu includes our delicious big breakfast,
creamy mushrooms, homemade soups, wedges, nachos,
toasties, waffles and more ... Volcanic coffee, muffins & scones,
real fruit smoothies and thick shakes. Dine in or takeaway. Onsite
parking. www.lknz.co.nz

Bottom of the mountain road Ph: 06 385 8888
For over 35 years, The Powderkeg has been serving up
exceptional food and service in a warm, welcoming atmosphere.
Whether you're enjoying a sunny afternoon on our spacious
balcony or indulging in our weekly specials like Sushi Fridays
and Smokehouse Sundays, there's always something to look
forward to. Join us for an unforgettable dining experience and
follow us on Instagram @powderkegbar for the latest updates and
mouthwatering offers! Matterhorn Restaurant — Breakfast daily:
7:00am — 10:30am; Powderkeg Monday-Thursday: 2pm - late,
Friday—Sunday: 12pm — late; Sushi Friday Fridays: Tlam — 2pm

79 Clyde St, Ohakune Ph: 06 385 8857
Warm fires, seasonal food, local wines and craft beers. A
welcoming place for locals and visitors alike, with a playroom
for the kids and a relaxed atmosphere for friends, families and
celebrations. Proudly serving the Ruapehu community for more
than 20 years. Open every day.

Ph: 06 385 9120

47 Clyde St, Ohakune
Open 7 days from 8am — 3pm for all day breakfast and lunch.
Serving Havana Coffee. A cosy memorable atmosphere with a
great range of cabinet food and beverages, Frappé and smoothies.
Vegan/Gluten-free options for both savoury and sweet are
available. Speedy free Wi-Fil A perfect place for everybody!

Alzheimers Whanganui Inc — Email admin@alzheimerswhanganui.org.nz or for support phone 06-345 8833

Budget Advice — Email waimarinobudgetservices@gmail.com or phone 027 259 5285.

CCS Disability Action (Whanganui) - Sheryl Brightwell 0800-789-654

child, Adolescent and Sexual Health Nurse — 06-385-5019

child Youth and Family Service — 0508-326 459

Churches: Anglican, 06-385-4957. Baptist, 027-206-1874. Catholic, 06-385-8858 or 027 606 5186. Gospel Chapel,
06-385-8453. Presbyterian, 06-388-0675 or 06-385-8708. Waiouru — duty chaplain 06-387-5599 ext 7031 or
021-493-692

Civil Defence — Simon Osborne, Emergency Management Officer (EMO), RDC — 07 895 8188, or 027 220 0569. Simon.
Osborne@ruapehudc.govt.nz

CLAW community free legal advice: Whanganui 06-348-8288, 0800 00 36 36

Doctors: In an emergency call 111. Ruapehu Health Ltd 06-385-4211

Information Centres — Ohakune 06-385-8427, Raetihi 06-385-4805

Mountains to Sea — Nga Ara Tahono - Lynley Twyman, Trail Manager, +64 21403036

Ngati Rangi Community Health Centre — 06-385-9580

Plunket Society — Plunket Nurse 06-385-5019

Police and Search & Rescue Emergency, call 11
Ohakune 06-385-0100, Raetihi 06-385-4002, Waiouru 06-387-6884, Military Police 0800-50-11-22

Red Cross — 0800 RED CROSS (0800 733 27677)

Rotary Club Raetihi - Ohakune - 027-344-5669

Ruapehu Budgeting Service Ohakune. Budgeting License No 119423, Email: Ruapehubudgetingservice@gmail.com
or call Justin on 0211-735-767

Ruapehu Maori Wardens — Email: ruapehumaoriwardens@gmail.com

Ruapehu Neighborhood Support Groups — Email: Ruapehuneighborhoodgroup@gmail.com or call Justin
0211-735-767

Ruapehu REAP - 0800 00 REAP (0800 007 327)

St John - in an emergency call 111

Taumarunui Counselling Services: For confidential counselling in Waimarino phone 07-895-6393

Victim Support Contact Centre — 0800 842 846

Waimarino Cancer Society: Co-ordinator 06 348 7402

Waimarino Health Care Centre — Raetihi 06-385-5019

Waimarino Community Toy Library — waimarinotoylibrary@gmail.com

Women's Refuge — 0800-REFUGE 0800 73384

Ruapehu Mayor — Weston Kirton, enquiries to 06-385-8364 or 07-895-8188.
Owhango-National Park Community Board:
Peter Zimmer - Chairperson 027 479 1926;Gail Gray - Deputy Chair 027 434 6599; Anthony Gurr 021 487 742; Eddie
Marsters 021108 0279; Murray Wilson 027 542 9079; Luke Pepper - (RDC Rep) 027 329 2849
Taumarunui/Ohura Ward Community Board:
Molly Jeffries, Chairperson 021 431833; Sophie Stockbridge, Deputy Chairperson 020 40111190; Johnny Dryden 027
573 4726; Brian Portland 027 558 5585; Oriwia Wanakore 020 498 4088; Robyn Gram (RDC Rep) 027 389 1912
Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board:
John (Luigi) Hotter - Chairperson 027 274 2616; Stu Robinson - Deputy Chairperson 021 024 07657; Kay Henare 027
924 7252; Colin Pakai 021 091 67315; Emma Young 027 347 1457; David (Rabbit) Nottage - (RDC Rep) 021111 6514

Guidelines is published free of charge. Please help us to keep it up to date - call us if your details change, or if you see
something that needs changing: 06-385-8532




Freeride comp rounds out Whakapapa season

Whakapapa hosted the Whakapapa
Freeride Competition at the start of the
month — to round out the snow season that
ended on the weekend.

The ski area switches straight away to
its summer operation, providing sightsee-
ing rides in the Sky Waka Gondola to the
Knoll Ridge Café.

Results

U10 Female Ski: 1** Maeva Dyck; 2™
Storm Van Dam. U10 Male Snowboard:
Ezra Steel; 2" Kai Willing. U12 Male Ski:
1 Hadley Jones; 2 Henry Toner; 3 Xander
Read. U12 Female Ski: 1 Hadley Jillings;
2 Hosanna Aitken. U12 Male Snowboard:
Kiripounamu Fox-Winitana; Moeariki
Fox-Winitana; Snyder Rewiri. U12 Fe-

male Snowboard: Te Owai Boyce; Ellie
Barrett. U15 Male Ski: Meshach Aitken;
Jos Leong; Archie Rissestto. U15 female
ski: Millie Dyck; Abigail Jones; Rosemary
Carson; Ella Morgan. U15 male SB: Judah
Steel; River Jeffares; Euka Willing. U18
male ski: Mica Hoyle; Jay Learmonth;
Hunter Byers. U18 male SB: Malachi
Steel; Benjamin Donovan. U18 female SB:
Jessie Forster.

Open male ski: Henry Barton; Lucas
Quiroz Frankland; Locky Coombes. Open
female ski: Eva Schiffman; Eva Poechtrag-
er; Amy Stokoe. Open Male Snowboard:
Filippo Gasparini; Rongo Te Heuheu;
Casey Flood. Open Female Snowboard:
Nicole Henderson; Ellie Arnold.

Hunter Byers, third in the U18 ski comp. Photos: Whakapapa.

Councils
needed

From Page 1
Long-Term Plan.

“These discussions are
bringing the choices into
sharper focus. People value
their services, but we need
to be honest about what
they cost and what com-
munities can afford.

“Councils need to be ac-
countable for their decisions
and spending. Government
needs to be equally account-
able for the costs and re-
sponsibilities it passes on.”

Local Government New
Zealand (LGNZ) president
Rehette Stoltz said councils
were working hard to de-
liver value for money and
essential services.

She said the biggest pres-
sures on councils were on-
going, significant increases
in infrastructure costs plus
costs passed down by cen-
tral government — “not
back-office spending”.

“Councils are being
asked to build more, sup-
port growth and meet rising
expectations with fewer
tools. The maths doesn’t
add up.”

LDR is local body journalism
co-funded by RNZ and NZ On Air

JUNCTION
SPRING
MARKET

SAT 24 OCTOBER

VILLAGE GREEN, THAMES ST

10am - 2pm

More info:

Jennie | 0210 236 0065

“Something for everyone”

Mica Hoyle in action at the recent Whakapapa Freeride Comp. His run earned him
first place in the Under 18 male skier category.

Ernslaw One is proud to offer $12,000 in grants to local groups
who make a positive difference to the Ruapehu District.

Who can apply?

Local groups who make a positive
contribution to our community are
welcome to apply.

How can | apply?
Email enquiries@ernslaw.co.nz to request
an application form

Applications for the 2027 Community Grants
are now open

Applications close on Friday, 6§ November 2024
All applicants will be notified by 11th December 2026

Grant categories:

We have three main focus areas:

e Education

e Health and Wellbeing

e Environment

e Successful applications typically
receive between $50 - $500.

Community groups who benefited in 2026

Dannevirke and Districts Pony Club, Dannevirke Multisport Complex Inc, Friends of Taihape Society, Friends of Taihap
Society, Mangaeturoa School Revitilisation Project, Nancy Winter Early Childhood Centre, Northern Rangitikei - Waimarino
Justices of the Peace Association Inc, Owhango Alive, Ruapehu Alpine Rescue Organisation, Ruapehu Anglican Parish,
Ruapehu College Boys Secondary Squash Team, Ruapehu College Girls Secondary Squash Team, Ruapehu Indoor Football
Association, Ruapehu REAP, Ruapehu Rugby & Sports Club, Taihape Community Development Trust, Taihape Friendship
Group, Taihape Golf Club, Taihape Shearing Sports, Taihape Show Jumping Group, Taoroa School, Te Kura Kaupapa Maori
o Ngati Rangi, Tongariro Natural History Society Inc, Tdroa Alpine Ski Club Incorporated (TASCI), Utiku Old Girls Netball,
Waimarino Golf Club Inc, Waimarino Shears Incorporated, Whanganui Performing Arts, Ohakune Senior Citizens

Supporting Our People, Our Whanau and Our Community
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Pool ambitions

* Much has been made recently of proposals to redevelop
the Ohakune swimming baths into an all-weather aquatic
and wellbeing complex.

It is an ambitious vision and, if it can be delivered
without significant cost to ratepayers, deserves serious
consideration. However, as Council undertakes its service
review, we must be careful not to confuse aspirations with
realities.

The council’s task is to assess the services it currently
provides and what ratepayers can reasonably afford into
the future. Decisions should be based on evidence, usage,
costs and demonstrated community benefit, not on what
might be achieved if every funding application, partnership
arrangement and business projection falls into place.

The proposed Ohakune redevelopment remains exactly
that: a proposal. It relies on external funding, commercial
operators, visitor forecasts and assumptions yet to be tested
through a feasibility study. Indeed, versions of this concept
have been publicly discussed for around five years. Yet,
after all that time, the project is only now reaching the
stage where a feasibility study is being commissioned. That
does not make it a bad idea, but it does suggest councillors
should be cautious about basing present-day service
decisions on future outcomes that remain unproven.

Population alone is a weak basis for making this
decision. Ohakune has around 1360 residents and Raetihi
around 1140, a difference of only about 220 people. More
importantly, pools serve catchments rather than town
boundaries, and Raetihi’s pool services a wider rural
community with fewer alternative recreational facilities.

This is not an argument against Ohakune. Both
communities value their pools and both facilities contribute
to community wellbeing.

But difficult financial decisions require councils to focus
on what exists today rather than what may exist tomorrow.
Councils should not be asked to compare an existing
community asset against a concept that, after five years
of discussion, is only now entering the feasibility stage.

If the Ohakune redevelopment secures substantial
external funding and demonstrates a sustainable business
model, that will be welcome news for the district. Until
then, council’s responsibility is to make decisions based
on proven evidence, transparent analysis and the greatest
benefit for the communities it serves.

John Chapman, RDC councillor

Strong local voice essential as
councils face tough choices: RDC

New research shows New Zealanders trust
local councils more than central government re-
inforces the importance of protecting local voice
through local government reform says Ruapehu

mayor Weston Kirton (see separate story).

One of the proposals from the Coalition
Government is the 4% rates cap, which Kirton

has supported.

However, he says rates caps come with dif-

ficult choices

“I understand why rates capping sounds ap-
pealing. Rates are already too high for many

Ruapehu households, and people need relief.”

He says Ruapehu has long focused on basic

services.

“Even so, cost increases outside our control
and Government requirements without match-
ing funding are making it increasingly difficult
to keep rates affordable while maintaining the
services people want and value,” he said.

“Like other tourism districts Ruapehu needs
realistic, dependable Government funding to
help meet the infrastructure costs of hosting
visitors. It is unreasonable to expect our small
ratepayer base to fund infrastructure serving a
much larger visitor population and supporting
the national tourism economy.”

Council is reviewing service levels in prepa-
ration for its new 2027-2037 Long-Term Plan.

“These discussions are bringing the choices

into sharper focus. People value their services,
but we need to be honest about what they cost
and what communities can afford.

“Councils need to be accountable for their
decisions and spending. Government needs to
be equally accountable for the costs and respon-
sibilities it passes on.

“Council must keep looking for efficiencies
and better ways of working. We also need
Government to recognise that some savings will
mean changes people will notice.

“Our communities need us working construc-
tively together, with realistic funding and an
honest conversation about what people can afford
and the services they can expect,” said Kirton.

Fashionistas show up and spend

From Page 1

She said there was a real mix in the show,
including the Ohakune Primary School
children with their wearable arts creations.

A wide range of fashion styles were on
show, from more traditional to flowing
trousers for men — “almost like skirts and
dresses”, said Cecilia.

The show included a milliner who’s head-
wear creations were “actually quite sort of
alternative”.

“In parts it was quite theatrical.”

She said the feedback on the VIP tables —a
new option this year — was really positive.

“They felt like they got their money’s
worth — they had lovely canapes and they
really enjoy their champagne and so that
definitely would be something I'll do next
time.”

The audience really enjoyed the com-
mentary from ex-All Black Glenn Osborne
— “just such a brilliant MC, he did an amaz-
ing job”.

Emma Young was his assistant and also
helped keep things together.

Emma also turned the planned silent auc-
tion into a live call for bids, raising around
$500 for a Taroa season pass and $500 for

a Ruatiti cabin stay.

Cecilia said the models were great — pos-
sibly the best performance they’ve had.

“They walked slowly, they walked with
confidence. They did a really professional
job.”

Lisa Lou provided the musical inter-
lude, playing popular covers that were
well-received.

Cecilia said they definitely plan to run the
show in 2027, possibly at Kings Birthday
weekend, but that decision will be made
after debriefing.

She said she really enjoys working on
the show.

“It’s a buzz, it really is a buzz.”

Funds raised from the event — more than
$5500 — will go to the Greenlea Rescue
Helicopter.

Annika Heatley from the rescue trust
spoke to the audience about the work that the
rescue chopper does in this area, citing the
235 missions from January to June this year.

Cecilia thanked the retailers who showed
their fashions: High Country Clothing, Milly
Black, Opus Fresh, TCB, Ethical Waste,

Anna John Designs, Teena Juanita and Fashion Show MCs Glen Osborne and Emma Young.

Ohakune Primary School Toi.
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QUICK CROSSWORD

SUDO KU Fill the grid so every row, column and every 3x3 box contains 1-9

Across

1. Against (L) (6)

5. Formed (6)

. Ailment (7)

. Indignation (7)

. Valiant (6)

. Writer (6)

. Collusion (7)

. Glance (4)

. Lake or pond (4)

. Cocktail (7)

. Manage (4)

. Thrash (4)

. Wander aimlessly
(7
27. Reply (6)

28. Hold in custody
(6)

31. Christian hermit
(7)

32. Having a streak of
luck (2,1,4)

33. Refuge (6)

34. Mountain range
(Spanish) (6)
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Down

. Customary, usual (7)

2. Make bigger (7) 15. Astounded (7)

3. Picturesque (6) 20. Follow-up drink (6)

4. Waistband (4) 21. Own (7)

5. Halt (4) 23. Infatuate (7)

6. High jinks (6) 24, Prickling sensation (6)
7. Shifty (7) 25. Lowly (6)

8. Accident (6) 26. Entertain (6)

9. Tranquil (6) 29. Rudder (4)

13. Corpse (7) 30. Defeat (4)

THE TOP 10

‘Bunjeay |ned Q| ‘euowsal) @ ‘@sioloxa

JOOJ} ‘}NeA ‘weaq ‘sieq dlBWWASY g ‘OnoT U]

aleadsayeys 2 Jaysyburny 9 ‘yoyjesseH pineq G

1e09 ¥ ‘xnespiog ¢ ‘AINH ¢ ‘Spuejs| weyeyd |
4 + RUAPEHU BULLETIN 21 October 2026

v

Enjoy WordFit puzzles?
Magazines available from
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

The Top 10

1. Which New Zealand islands are home of
the world’s largest forget-me-not?

2. Which label featured a dog called Nipper
on all its records?

3. Claret is produced in the region
surrounding which French city?

4. The ibex is a member of which animal
family?

5. Who went from Knight Rider to
Baywatch?

6. What bird is called kotare in te reo?

7. Gwyneth Paltrow pretended to be a man
so she could perform on stage in what 1998
Oscar-winning film?

8. Female gymnasts compete in which four
disciplines?

9. In which ltalian city did Antonio Stradivari
and Nicold Amati make their violins?
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10. Who was Australian prime minister
between Bob Hawke and John Howard?
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Tongariro fire
recovery work
celebrated

An opportunity for people to hear
about the work going on to restore the
area of Tongariro National Park that was
badly damaged by fire last year was well-
attended, with several speakers explaining
various aspects of the recovery work.

George Taylor, acting operations man-
ager, for the Department of Conservation
said they were very happy with the turn-out
at the Blue Mountain Adventure Centre
(BMAC) on Friday.

“We really wanted to provide an oppor-
tunity for our community to learn about
what we’ve been up to and share with
each other.

“The highlights for me were the heavy-
lift drone demonstration and the incredible
support from our partners on the day.

“I think there’s opportunity into the fu-
ture with this kind of collaborative format
with so many of the partners involved.”
Speakers

Starting the day was David Herries from

Interpine explaining the technological in-
novation being used: using drones, LIDAR
and Al for conservation outcomes.

Creedence Lingman from Tongariro
Contracting talked about ground control:
hunting deer in the Fire Recovery Zone.

Vicki Wills from Horizons Regional
Council spoke on “thinking recovery
early”: lessons from the Tongariro fire.

Paul Cashmore, Te Papa Atawhai/De-
partment of Conservation, spoke on the
ecological impact assessment: post fire
analysis and recovery planning.

“We loved getting together as a com-
munity to chat all things conservation,
and we’re pretty sure everyone came away
from those inspirational presentations
knowing a little bit more,” says DOC’s
communications advisor Krysia Nowak.

“We’ll be sharing more of the mahi over
the coming months, and we’ll make sure
there are other opportunities to learn and
connect.”

Visitor levy funds for
Tongariro fire, cycle trails

Around $9 million of the International Visitor Levy is to be spent in the Tongariro
National Park, the Department of Conservation announced last week.
The annual IVL Conservation Investment Plan allocates $55 million of funding to

biodiversity and visitor related projects.

Under the Biodiversity initiatives is $900,000 allocated to the Tongariro Maunga
Ora — Recovery of Tongariro National Park after the 2025 wildfires. This is described

as “landscape-scale pest plant management”.

Under the Visitors initiatives, subheaded “Improvements to the visitor network” is $8
million allocated to the Mountain to Sea Cycle Trail — construction of Te Ara Mangawhero

and Te Hangaruru sections.
The Bulletin understands

Two of Te Ara Mangawhero

is due to start soon. COME AND SEE THE LATEST

that physical work on Phase YOU ’ RE INVITED!
1

The International N FEC TESTING IN ACTION

Visitor Conservation and MICRON AGRITECH

Tourism Levy (IVL) is
a $100 levy charged to
most international visitors

Fernleaf Romneys Farm
to New Zealand. It helps 3274 Ohura Road, Ohura, RD1, New Zealand

fund projects and activities

that support conservation Tuesday 10 November

and tourism across New
Zealand.

Each year $55 million is
allocated to conservation
projects through an
investment plan. The plan

1@ Light lunch from 12 noon
@ Demonstration 12.30pm - 3pm

lists the projects along See the technology. Ask the questions.
with the funding they will Discover what it could do for your farm.

receive that year.
DOC provides advice

on which projects should Proudly brought to NZ by AHD Ltd
be funded. The plan is Contact email: richard@ahdltd.co.nz

approved by the Minister
of Conservation, Minister
of Finance, and Minister for
Tourism and Hospitality.

The Aeroinspect heavy-lift drone demonstration was a highlight

Christmas Lights
Competition 2026

Shine bright for our community

Register your Christmas lights and help
support local foodbanks

Scan QR code or
visit www.thelinescompany.co.nz

Entries close
Friday 20 November

4 x $200 winners
4 x $100 runner-ups
1 x $50 voter lucky dip

Free phone: 0800 647 483. Ohakune: 10am - 4pm

Email: isites@visitruapehu.com

54 Clyde Street.
OHK: 06 3858427

Taumarunui: 10am - 4pm
Railway Station, 116 Hakiaha Street.
TAU: 07 895 7494

Need advice on the area, activities or even the weather, call or stop in and see the team for firsthand knowledge.
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Whanganui electorate candidates set

Only three of the main political
parties have put up candidates in the
local electorate — Whanganui — that
now includes much of the Ruapehu
District, excluding Taumarunui.

National’s Carl Bates — current
Whanganui Electorate MP — is
standing again.

Labour has nominated Angela
Roberts

New Zealand First has nominated
Harete Hipango-Brownlie.

The other candidates are Juan
Charles Coffey, from the Balance
New Zealand party; and Sandra Kyle
representing the Animal Justice Party
Aotearoa New Zealand.

Profiles

* Angela Roberts entered Parliament
as a list MPin 2020, after a career as a
secondary school teacher. Since then
she returned to teaching.

She has been involved in the union
movement for more than 25 years,
including serving as the President
of the secondary teachers’ union, the
PPTA Te Wehengarua.

She says that as an economics
teacher and unionist, she is ready
to take on the challenge of finding
consensus around how we reset the
economy to build a sustainable future.

She says her involvement in politics
has always been about fighting for

progressive social change for the
community.

“I bring diverse experience and a
collective approach to our work to
ensure that we can meet the challenges
ahead, together.”

* Harete Hipango-Brownlie is a
former National Party Member of
Parliament, lawyer and public servant
with 30 years’ experience serving
communities across law, health,
governance and public policy.

Hipango-Brownlie served as the
Member of Parliament for Whanganui
from 2017 to 2020 before returning to
Parliament as a List MP in 2021 until
2023. Before entering Parliament,
Hipango-Brownlie served on the
Whanganui District Health Board.

With Maori and European
heritage, she says she brings “a
unique perspective shaped by decades
of experience working across the
justice system, public service, iwi
organisations and Parliament”.

e Juan Coffey is co-founder of
Balance New Zealand.

He says his values are shaped by
family, community, and a deep respect
for the responsibilities we hold to one
another as New Zealanders.

He shares his time between both
business and community. He is a
company director of both Rivercity

Painting Ltd and JJ Roofing Ltd.

He is the current president of
Whanganui Surf Lifeguard services.

e Sandra Kyle has been in
Whanganui for over seven years.
She is a music teacher and says for
many years has been “a voice for
animals” — through writing, speaking
and peaceful activism. Sandra has
been internationally recognized for
her work on behalf of animals.

Kyle is “committed to kindness,
sustainability and justice for animals,
people and the planet”. She would
like to be part of discussion to look
at more compassionate and holistic
ways to diversify and grow the local
economy.

She sees climate change, Al,
inequality and mistreatment of
animals, people and the environment
as some of the greatest challenges
facing Whanganui and individuals.

“With a great river, good soil, good
people and strong cultural roots, (she)
would like to see us value Te Tiriti,
and look after the most vulnerable
in the community, including children
and the elderly.”

She says animals need a voice—
and voters need an alternative.

* Carl Bates was elected MP for the
Whanganui Electorate in 2023.

Born, raised and educated

UT NOW!

PICKUP A COPY FROM AROUND

THE DISTRICT

READ IT ONLINE AT
WWW.RUAPEHU.INFO
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in Whanganui, Bates
intends to advocate for all
constituents in Whanganui.
He has been elected as
deputy chairman of the
Education and Workforce
Select Committee and
serves as a member of the
Justice Committee.

A Chartered Accountant,
Bates was appointed to
his first directorship role
at 18 — an independent
director of a non-profit aged
care facility whilst still at
university. By 20 he had
also been appointed to the
board of Arena Manawatu
and elected to the Council
of UCOL.

Two years later Bates
was appointed acting CEO
of Quality Health New
Zealand with a brief to turn
the organisation around.
He subsequently set up his
own business and spent a
number of years both in
New Zealand and overseas,
predominantly in Africa.
This led to opportunities
to serve as director and
chairman of a wide range of
international businesses in
the primary industries and
animal health, food safety
and manufacturing, retail
and education.

Bates was named the
Young Business Person
of the Year at the 2016
Wellington Regional
Business Excellence awards
and in 2022 became one of
the youngest Chartered
Fellows of the Institute of
Directors in New Zealand.
In 2025 he was elected
as a Fellow of Chartered
Accountants Australia New
Zealand.

He turned a deficit of
8191 votes in 2020 to a
National majority of 5512
votes, turning Whanganui
Blue.

Bates, Candice, their
sons Angus and Logan and
daughter Bonnie-Ann live
in Whanganui.

Austerity
trap
views

From Page 8

The real question fac-
ing rural New Zealand is
therefore not whether rates
are too high or budgets too
large.

It is whether we have
become so accustomed to
decline that we now mis-
take managing decline for a
development strategy.

Until we are prepared
to have an honest conver-
sation about investment,
growth and the role of gov-
ernment in regional devel-
opment, we will continue
asking shrinking communi-
ties to solve structural prob-
lems with fewer resources,
lower expectations and ever
more heroic acts of local
resilience.

And resilience, admi-
rable though it may be,
was never intended to be an
economic strategy.

Carl Bates, National.

Angela Roberts, Labour.

Sandra Kyle, Animal Justice Party.

Juan charles Coffey, Balance New Zealand party.

Harete Hipango-Brownlie, New Zealand First.



Over July/August we asked people what
Council services should continue as they vo u n n nTEs
are, be delivered differently, or could be

stopped altogether, to help keep rates more
YOURSERVIGES

Your feedback has helped us to (IBVI_!IOII d
e o wroposai o resuce sevcecasts Y (JUURP| AN
m%mlgldulllgg“ke your feedback on these lﬂ“ﬁ-TEﬂM Plﬂ“ 2027 I37

Why choices and trade-offs on future services are needed

— PN
L]
Affordable rates Financial stability Right-sized organisation = Water costs Government reform Rates capping
We need to keep services We need to be able to fund We need to match the Water charges are forecast Changes to local Rates capping will constrict
affordable for our essential services now and organisation to the work to increase by 93% reaching  government will affect how  Council income to a 2%
communities. in the future. required and services our $3,950 per property by services are delivered and to 4% range limiting the
communities value. 2033/34. by who. services we can deliver.

OHAKUNE/RAETIHI DOG FEES KERBSIDE FOOD WASTE
CYCLE & WALKWAY COLLECTION

Do support Council’s proposal for
Do you think Council dog owners to pay a greater share of

should continue to support dog control services?

the development of the

proposed Ohakune/

Raetihi cycleway without Do you think Council should
construction funding and stop kerbside food waste
future ownership secured? collection?

TAUMARUNUI/MANUNUI if so, should support be
HALLS provided for alternatives

ONGARUE & OWHANGO such as home composting?
TRANSFER STATIONS SWIMMING

POOLS
Do you support Do you think Council should

Council’s proposal focus its funding on fewer
to close the Ongarue swimming pools?

and Owhango

Transfer Stations?

Do you think Council should close
its halls in Taumarunui and Manunui
if suitable alternative facilities are e e s e Qe

PUBLIC available? removing the contestable
TOILETS portion of the Pride of PRIDE OF

Council is proposing to close OHAKUNE/RAETIHI Place Grant Fund? PLACE GRANT

public toilets in Waimarino,

Raetihi and Tangiwai, and OFFICES & LIBRARIES FUND
introduce user charging at

the high-use SH1 Waiouru

toilet. What do you think? Council is considering options to
consolidate its services in Ohakune

and Raetihi to one location. In the
interim it may also reduce opening

Before providing your feedback please read hours. What do you think?
the supporting information as this may
change how you think about the issue.

Hardcopy feedback forms are available at your local Council office

Bring your questions and join us at one of our community hui or
‘Coffee with a Councillor’ session at Kainui Coffee

Ohura Hall Wed210ct 6pm-9pm
Waimarino, The Park Hotel Tue 27 Oct 6pm-9pm
Raetihi Royal Theatre Wed 28 Oct 6pm-9pm
Taumarunui, Kainui Coffee Sat 310ct 9am-12pm
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The austerity trap: Chapman comments

Opinion: John Chapman, RDC councillor

* Rural New Zealand was built by public investment. Why have
we become convinced its future can be secured without it?

There is a paradox at the heart of rural New Zealand politics.

Across the provinces, people complain, often with justification,
that rates are too high, roads are deteriorating, infrastructure is ageing
and opportunities are becoming increasingly concentrated in larger
centres. Yet many of the same communities continue to support poli-
cies that constrain public spending, limit local government revenue
and reduce the role of government in economic development.

The contradiction is particularly visible in districts such as
Ruapehu.

Residents face some of the highest rates burdens in the country
relative to income, yet service levels are often basic. The response
is predictable: demands for lower rates, smaller budgets and further
cost-cutting.

The frustration is understandable. But so is the arithmetic.

Ruapehu covers a vast area with a relatively small population. It
still requires roads, bridges, water infrastructure, wastewater systems,
parks, libraries, swimming pools and regulatory services. The costs
of providing those services do not disappear simply because there
are fewer ratepayers to share them.

In many respects, rural councils and rural communities face the
same challenge. They have extensive infrastructure, growing regula-
tory obligations and too few people over whom to spread the cost.

This creates a trap. Ratepayers feel overburdened. Councils feel
underfunded. Both are right.

The usual political response is to look for savings. If rates are
high, councils must spend less. If budgets are stretched, services
must be reduced. If costs are rising, more efficiencies must be found.

Each individual cut appears sensible. Collectively, however, they
often amount to a strategy of managed decline.

A service is reduced. Maintenance is deferred. Community grants
are trimmed. Economic development budgets are cut. Cultural pro-
grammes become harder to justify. Staff numbers shrink. Facilities
receive only essential maintenance.

No single decision appears disastrous.

Yet over time the cumulative effect is profound. Communities
become slightly less attractive places to live, invest and raise fami-
lies. Economic opportunities become harder to create. Population
growth slows. The financial burden on those who remain becomes
even heavier.

Austerity cycle

The cycle feeds itself. What is often missing from these discus-
sions is a sense of history. Provincial New Zealand was not built
through austerity.

The roads, railways, schools, hospitals, electricity networks and
public institutions that allowed regional communities to thrive were
the product of sustained public investment over generations. Previous
governments understood that balanced regional development was
not something markets delivered automatically. It was something
public policy helped create.

Today we increasingly assume the opposite.

Communities are encouraged to become more resilient, more
entrepreneurial and more self-reliant. Volunteerism is celebrated.
Local initiatives emerge to fill gaps left by retreating public invest-
ment. Community trusts, fundraising campaigns and volunteer labour
become substitutes for funding.

Cutting a way to prosperity?

All of these things have value. Community spirit matters. Vol-
unteerism matters. Local leadership matters. But they cannot sub-
stitute for economic policy. A volunteer committee cannot rebuild
infrastructure. A community trust cannot replace a major employer.
An art trail cannot substitute for economic development. A district

cannot cut its way to prosperity.

This matters because New Zealand appears to be moving deeper
into the logic of austerity at precisely the moment rural communities
need greater investment.

Councils are being told to restrain rates while infrastructure costs
continue to rise. Communities demand better roads, safer water
systems and stronger local economies, yet the tools available to fund
those outcomes are increasingly constrained.

Something eventually has to give.

Communities cannot simultaneously demand lower rates, higher
service levels, major infrastructure upgrades and renewed economic
development without confronting the reality of how those things
are paid for.

The uncomfortable truth is that many rural districts need more
investment, not less. That does not mean wasteful spending. It does
not mean unchecked council growth. It means recognising that
struggling communities rarely recover through retrenchment alone.

Successful regional development requires infrastructure, digital
connectivity, housing, training, transport links and productive jobs.
It requires confidence in the future. Above all, it requires investment.

The great achievement of modern austerity politics has been to
persuade communities that adaptation is the same thing as recovery.
It is not. A town that loses services but learns to cope is adapting.

A council that cuts budgets while opportunities continue to disap-
pear is adapting. A community that replaces public investment with
volunteer labour is adapting. Recovery is something else entirely.

Recovery means growth. It means new opportunities. It means
attracting families, businesses and investment. It means creating
conditions in which communities can thrive rather than merely
survive. Those outcomes rarely emerge from austerity. They emerge
from ambition.

Turn to Page 6

Experts ~ atyour service

Property Maintenance / Cleaning

Septic Tank Work

El? INEERIN

* Manufacturing and repairs
¢ Access equipment hire

* Engineering supplies

* BOC gases

* 20T & 50T crane hire

29 Burns St, Ohakune.
027 444 2058 Bruce 021 0389288 Alan
Email: sales@ohakune-eng.co.nz

* General Cleaning
* Property Maintenance
e Carpet Cleaning
* Water Blasting Services
* Floor polishing/buffing

For a free no obligation quote call:
RAY 021 886 509 or MAURICE 021 078 2419

Or visit: www.rccpml.co.nz

Bennett's Septi

service.

c Tank
Cleaning Services

Septic tanks, water tanks,
grease traps.

Call us for fast efficient

Phone Chris 06-388-0452

Why buy it ... hire it!
TWEEDDALE HIRE
NEW LOCATION
Next to BP Ohakune

Open Monday — Friday 8am — 4pm
Saturday & Sunday CLOSED. Hire by arrangement
P 027 2799 724 E ohakunehire@xtra.co.nz

CHECK OUT OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF HIRE
EQUIPMENT. SEE OUR WEBSITE
WWW.TWEEDDALE.CO.NZ
PARTY  HIRE: floodlights,
tables & chairs, heaters, spit
roasters, wheelie bins, chafing

Contact us today for a free consultation or
estimate — email treeshapeltd@gmail.com

Web Design

Ph 0210 56 76 70
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Carpet Cleaning

P—

WANGANUI
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
24 HOUR FLOOD CALLOUT

We specialise in stains, odours and hard to
clean carpets and fabrics.
P.U.R.T - Pet Urine Removal Treatment
cdwanganui@outlook.co.nz
www.chemdry.co.nz

Wanganui & Ruapehu Regions

0800 22 78 22

dishes, crockery & cutlery,
021 886509 or 021 0782419 Ph 06 388 0452 dehumidifier, flute & wine
glasses, universal food cooker,
portaloos & showers, 3-section
= marquee, horse float.
Tree & Garden Services Headstones N\ Yquee F [ .
WS
Note e to boo® J(k ‘e )
ol 5\2 " et WS qach Traditional & Unique
0 .
. . 5% " 520.0 o, N Headstones in all
Garden maintenance & landscaping O‘\\ 0% 0 we,ek 8 .
Tree care and removal We@‘/‘ Lo Cemeteries
Landscape design and installation ol Wt . Lol 462 Somme Parade, Whanganui.
o
Over two decades of experience in commercial OtheX o 5,8539‘ £ingoN Branchesalsoat... S AU UELEER

and private tree & garden management .0 6‘7)3 bW feti™ P"‘lme“t""‘ North Feilding digger hire, cherry pickers,

14 @‘(\N? 707 Main St 14 MacArthur St pumps, wood splitters,

Fully qualified and insured 0d 063564782 063236616 generators, car trailers, post

info@anderson-memorials.co.nz
www.anderson-memorials.co.nz

06 343 8708

FORYOUR

BUILDING PROJECT
& DIY NEEDS

MON to FRI — 7.30am — Spm
SAT 9am —midday

hole borers, furniture trailer,
concrete equipment, rollers &
compactors, portable trencher

Ph 06 387 5022

AUTO
SERVICE
CENTRE

Authorised Holden Service Centre

Full workshop services for all
vehicles, wheel alignments, computer
diagnostics, warrant of fitness
inspections, parts, batteries, engine oils.

84 Clyde Street, Ohakune
After hours 027 448 4080
autoservicecentre@hotmail.co.nz




Waiouru wind farm consent plan to be lodged soon

Work on the development of the Huriwaka Wind Farm, south-east
of Waiouru, is still a priority following Manawa Energy joining
Contact recently.

The company released an update recently.

“Now that the project is with Contact, we’ve taken the opportunity
to update part of the assessment of potential wind farm development
effects in preparation for consent lodgement towards the end of
this year,” says Abi Witney-Collins, Huriwaka Wind Farm project
manager.

“The core project details and information we’ve shared previously
are still largely the same.”

The Assessment of Environmental Effects (AEE) is largely com-
plete and awaiting the inclusion/update of the pest management
strategy, reports Contact.

The AEE is the main report that will accompany the resource
consent application.

“It explains in detail what is proposed, the potential effects on
people and the environment, and how Contact proposes that those
effects will be managed,” says Witney-Collins.

The Project includes a plan for pest control over the life of the
proposed wind farm.

“We want to ensure that investment in the Huriwaka Wind Farm
project will bring about widespread and long-term positive outcomes
for New Zealand’s native species.”

The company is proposing that large areas of the Te Rei Forest will
be guaranteed pest control for the life of the wind farm, including
trapping and poisoning of possums, mustelids, feral cats and rats.

The company is planning to lodge their consent application towards
the end of this year, using the consenting process available for infra-
structure projects of this type under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024.

If the proposed Huriwaka Wind Farm is developed, Contact says

they have committed to supporting a dedicated community fund to The Huriwaka Wind Farm will generate 25-300MW of electricity, enough for 110,000-130,000 homes, with 59 turbines at 230

provide grants for the benefit of the local community metres high.
[ J
Experts ~ atyour service
Land development Electrician Gas Fitting
Are you looking for an electrician who:
- Turns up on time?
- Keeps his promises? ]
- Offers efficient service & sound advice? Cutt clown en your powerr [ofll.
Then call Jake Fah at Go ges ot wetier & heeffing
= SUuppliee instelled.
Cell ffor & consullttion.
Phene Denlise 027 482 7488
REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN 7 or
Ohakune - Raetihi - Rangataua - Emaill
Horopito — National Park - Whanganui BCcolnts @applimbingandgastcolnz
Ph 027 685 4854 Ph 021770 123 Ph 06 343 6866
Tree Felling & Firewood Earthworks Curtains & Blinds
14 tonne digger
ON-SITE TREE FELLING & FIREWOOD SPECIALISTS 14 tonne wheel digger
TURN UNWANTED TREES INTO Tip truck
VALUABLE FIREWOOD
« Tree felling * Dangerous & dead trees Supply of metal,
« Wind-thrown & hung-up t * Hedge & shelterbelt work :
Cectonceatng | +6T& 17T dgger scoria and boulders
* 6T tip truck services  On-site firewood processing

Farm work, section &

Professional - Reliable - Local Service
Free quotes — Fully insured
Covering the wider Ruapehu district

driveways, rock walls

13K Contracting
Phone Jack 027 314 7095 Ph 027 289 4404 Ph 022 307 2627
Plumbing / Drainlaying Ohakune Landscape Supplies Auto Services Upholsterers
B M Pl“MBING I:I'n - Huge range of Pebbles - Builders mix
& - Mulch - Sand - White chip
* Plumbing & Drainlaying - Bark - Topsoil - Pavers
* Pumps - sales, servicing & installation of - Pe_a Straw - Bagged Garden Fertilisers Locally owned and operated by
all pumps - Rail & Mac Sleepers mechanic Daniel Norris.
* Fires & Solar
« 5Ton Digyer with Augers, Ditchwitch & Tip Truck WOF $75 car, $45 trailer
“Your local Registered Certifier” Rl.l a pehu M oto s
p j . Cnr Seddon St and Valley Rd, Raetihi.
M Call n"a: 02:1436 1075 i\‘/ ~ Call to arrange supply ~ FREE loan trailer ~ v
mail: Master ~ eftpos available ~ For enquiries, please phone Daniel
LIMITED bmfred@xtraconz  Pumbers. Hire Qoo q P P
Ph 027 436 1075 Ph 0800 926 315 Ph 027 863 7454 Ph 06 385 8487
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CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5pm Friday.

FOR
SALE

BUSINESS NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

Phone 06-385-8532.
Email: ads@ruapehubulletin.co.nz

PUBLIC NOTICES

FIREWOOD 4 SALE. Mixed
blend, pine, wattle, lawson,
$120 per cube delivered
local, two cube loads
minimum, txt Jock 0273
602 700.

SPRING HAS SPRUNG!
Ohakune Engineering,
29 Burns St Ohakune
has a complete range of
Veebelts, Pulleys and car,
truck and mower batteries.
Ph 06 385 8952.

WATER TROUGHS, cattle

or sheep. Different sizes.
Delivered price quoted. Ph
0800-487-633.

Ohakune Health Hub
In pain? Let us help.

Experienced care in Physiotherapy and Massage with
Osteopathy and Acupuncture locum visits — effective
treatment for: - Musculoskeletal pain - headaches &
concussion - post-operative recovery - and much more.

ACC registered | 77-79 Clyde St, Ohakune
Book online: www.ohakunehealthhub.co.nz

NEED
ADVICE?

Contact the CAB on 07 878 7636 or email:
tekuiti@cab.org.nz

Fashion Show Thanks

Powderhorn Chateau, PKF Doyles, TCB, Pure Turoa,
Waimarino Property Works, Ohakune Hot Tubs,
Black Bull, La Pizzeria, Bayleys, Vertigo Climbing,
Kune Bikes, Sustaina Grow, Double Drop, Ruapehu
Bulletin, Peak FM, Holly Huriana Photography, The
Gym, Bliss Beauty Therapy, Ruapehu Vets, Timber
Trail Lodge and Transport, Opus Fresh, Ohakune
Health Hub, Ohakune New World, Cyprus Tree,
The Hungry Rush, Ski and Board Shed, The Flavour
Farm, Strange Dog, Ohakune Healthcare Depot,
Blue Mountain Flowers, No 8 Restaurant, Nook,
Mountain Rocks and a special thanks to Glen
Osborne MC, Emma Young, Annika Heatley from
Greenlea Rescue Helicopter, Lisa Lou, Hannah
Stead and Kat Eves and all the fabulous models

Need to get to a health
appointment in Whanganui or
Palmerston North?

Book on 0800 266 547

Bookings must be made 24 hours in advance.
Contact us between Monday to Friday
8.30am and 3.00pm

Premium Ruapehu Lowline
Angus x Jersey branded beef,
raised locally in Raetihi.

Once You Taste It,
You'll Understand

Tender, marbled, full of flavour — calm handling and
stress-free transport for the best taste.
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Renég: 021 24 24 211 www.ruapehulowlineangus.co.nz

4 Ruapehu Mayor

Weston Kirton
To arrange a meeting or call
back, please phone Council

on 06 385 8364 or email:
kay.kidd@ruapehudc.govt.nz

- J

Ruapehu District Council
Te Kaunihera-a-Rohe o Ruapehu

Boards and Committees
UPCOMING MEETING DATES

Agendas are published on our Public Portal two
working days before each scheduled meeting.

To speak at our Public Forum and share your thoughts
directly with Elected Members, please contact our
Governance team at governance@ruapehudc.govt.nz.

All meetings are livestreamed and can be found on the
Ruapehu District Council website under the Agendas &
Livestream icon on the main page.

Owhango-National Park Community Board
6PM, Tuesday 3 November 2026
Kaitieke School, 1415 Kaitieke Road, Kaitieke

Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board 6PM,
Thursday 19 November 2026
Council Chambers, Ayr Street, Ohakune

Ruapehu District Council
10AM, Wednesday 28 November 2026 Council
Chambers, Huia Street, Taumarunui

MEETING CONTACTS

Ruapehu District Council
Taumarunui-Ohura Community Board
Molly Jeffries, Chairperson
Owhango-National Park Community Board
Peter Zimmer, Chairperson
Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board
John (Luigi) Hotter, Chairperson

Risk & Assurance Committee

Philip Jones, Chairperson

078958188
021431833
0274791926
0272742616

0274999408

Please note: From January 2027, upcoming meeting notices
will no longer be published in local newspapers. For meeting
information, please visit the RDC website, follow our
Facebook page, or download the Antenno app.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Rangiwaea Farm Trust
2025-2026 Annual
General Meeting

Sunday 15 November 2026 10am
300 Whangaehu Valley Road, Ohakune

AGENDA

1. Chairmans Report

2. Adopt 2024 AGM Minutes

3. Approve 2025-2026 Annual Financial
Statements

4. Progress Report

5. Election for 2 Trustees

6. General Business

Trustee nomination forms can be obtained
via email to Trust secretary at murimotu.
karioi@gmail.com — nominations close 09
November 5pm

Accommodation available at Tirorangi Marae
Saturday 14 November 4pm. Please let Trust
Secretary know you require accommodation

by 9 November.
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PROPRIETORS OF PIPIRIKI
TOWNSHIP NO.1 AND OTHER
BLOCKS INCORPORATED

NOTICE OF A SPECIAL
SHAREHOLDER HUI

will be held at

Paraweka Marae, Pipiriki
On Saturday 14th November 2026

Shareholders will be asked to consider and
vote on a proposal relating to the next stage
of the Pipiriki Hub project.

A project update will be provided prior to the
vote.

Transport to the hui will be provided by bus,
departing from Osteria Restaurant Ohakune
at 9.00am with a further pickup in Raetihi at
the Medical Centre on Seddon St.

For more information, documents, and
updates, please visit: www.pipiriki.co.nz

To assist with catering and transport
arrangements, please contact Robert Spicer
on 06 345 1166.

Shareholder registration opens at 9am on

the day.

Waimarino Golf Club
AGM

Sunday 8 November - 6pm
at the Golf Club.

All welcome.

PROPOSED ROAD CLOSURE FOR

RAETIHI CHRISTMAS CARNIVAL -
SATURDAY 12 DECEMBER 2026

Pursuant to Schedule 10, Section 342 of the Local
Government Act 1974 notice is hereby given that the
Ruapehu District Council will proposes to close the
below road for the following event:

Event: Raetihi Christmas Carnival and Parade 2026
Road Closed: Seddon Street between Ward Street
and Duncan Street
Date: Saturday 12 December 2025
Time: 7:00am to 3:00pm

Detour Available:  Via Queen Street and King Streets

The above proposed road closure is provisional
pending regulatory approval of the Traffic Management
Plan. The Raetihi Christmas Carnival does not anticipate
any changes.

Any person objecting to the proposal is called upon to
lodge notice of their objection and the grounds thereof
in writing by 5pm Wednesday 3rd November 2026 at
the office of Ruapehu District Council, at Private Bag
1001, Taumarunui 3946 or emailed to info@ruapehudc.

Qovt.nz. /

PUBLIC NOTICES

Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Manuka Ohakune Limited has made an application to
the District Licensing Committee at Ruapehu District
Council for the issue of an On Licence in respect of the
premises situated at 29 Goldfinch Street, Ohakune
known as Manuka. The general nature of the business to
be conducted under the licence is that of a Restaurant.
The days on which and the hours during which alcohol
is intended to be sold under the licence are: Monday to
Sunday 11.00am — 12.00am (midnight)

The application may be inspected during ordinary office
hours at the office of the Ruapehu District Licensing
Committee at Ruapehu District Council, 59-63 Huia
Street, Taumarunui.

Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes
to object to the issue of the licence may, not later than
25 working days after the date of the publication of
this notice, file a notice in writing of the objection with
the Secretary of the District Licensing Committee at
Ruapehu District Council, Private Bag 1001, Taumarunui
3946.

No objections to the issue of a licence may be made
in relation to a matter other than a matter specified in
section 105(1) of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.
This is the second publication of this notice. The first
notice was published on 14 October 2026.

ISSN 1170-1676 (print)
ISSN 1178-7406 (online)
Published by Ruapehu Media Ltd

56 Clyde St, Ruapehu Colab office, Ohakune.

Ruapehu’s only locally owned weekly community
newspaper. Established 1983.

Reaching homes every Wednesday in Ohakune,
Waimarino/National Park, Raetihi, Waiouru and surrounding
rural areas.

Publishing Editor:
Robert Milne — robert @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz
Advertising Rep:
Jude Chevin — ads @ ruapehubulletin.co.nz

Printed by NZME, Auckland

Advertising Deadline 5pm Friday
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OHAKUNE FASHION SHOW: High Country

Clothing. Photos: Holly Huriana. Opus Fresh. Teena Juanita. Glen Osborne asks Harper Gunnell about her wearable arts
creation.
TCB ski gear was on show. Fashion Show team, from left, Emma Young, Jude Chevin, Cecilia Roke and Annika Heatley.

Stress Less

LET US FIND YOUR NEXT
LONG TERM TENANT

Call Property Brokers Ohakune 06 3854466

Property Brokers . Property Management
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