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Custody Detention Panel

	Date:
	8th July 2025
	Time:
	13:00-16:00

	Venue:
	Police HQ
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Attendance:
	AG (Chair), HD, CB, FB, AB, JT, Sgt CT, Chief Insp RB

	
	

	
	
	
	

	Apologies: 
	KI, LM

	
	



	
	Item
	
	Owner

	1.
	Chairs Welcome
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

	

	
	
	
	

	2
	Housekeeping
	The Chair informed the panel of the general housekeeping rules of the meeting.
	

	
	
	
	

	3
	Introduction and Apologies 
	Panel Members gave a brief introduction about themselves.

Apologies were noted.
	 


	
	
	
	

	4
	Conflict of Interest/ Undertaking of Confidentiality
	The Panel were reminded of the confidential nature of the meeting and how this was going to be monitored. Members of the group were requested to declare their interest in any cases that were being discussed as the meeting progresses.

	

	
	
	
	

	5
	Force Presentation
	Sgt CT shared a presentation with the panel. The presentation showed a child’s journey into custody. He informed the panel that custody staff usually try and divert children before they enter the criminal justice system, they try and divert them away from offending behaviour. When offenders arrive at custody it gives the officers a good chance to search their house for evidence. When children arrive at the Custody Hub they will be taken to the discreet booking in desk instead of a holding cell where their detention will either be authorised or not authorised. 

For children arriving in custody, there is a self-assessment and an officer’s assessment. These assessments would determine how often the child would be visited and what their custody experience will entail. The presentation then shared that children in custody should always have an appropriate adult with them. The appropriate adult’s job is to secure the rights of the detainee and to help them understand the custody process.

When entering custody all children will be seen by a healthcare professional. This is a good opportunity for officers to see whether children are undergoing treatment for any illnesses. If a strip search were to happen it should happen in the presence of the appropriate adult. Ideally, the custody staff don’t want to detain children overnight, if a child were to stop overnight the reason would need to be rationalised. 

Action- AB to transfer presentation slides to a PDF. 

The presentation then shared that under PACE, a drunk person is not classed as a vulnerable person. The detainee would need to see the HCP who will determine whether they are stable enough to be detained and interviewed. If someone isn’t fit enough to be charged, then they are not fit enough to be released. If a detainee is released after having alcohol but they have their own vehicle with them, the custody staff would ask them to return the next day to collect their vehicle. 

	
















AB

	
	
	
	

	6
	Scrutiny of Cases
	Case 0005438/25

Sgt CT showed the panel CCTV footage from inside the custody hub. The footage showed a 16-year-old boy who had been arrested and brought into custody. 

At the booking in desk, the Custody Sgt had taken basic information about the boy and added it to the system. The police officers then explained to the Custody Sgt why the boy had been arrested. When the Custody Sgt reassured the detainee that he was going to be looked after in custody, the panel noticed that her body language had changed to make the detainee feel more comfortable. She also told him that it would be her that would be looking after him to make it more personal.
 
Details of the appropriate adult were taken. The police officer went through the risk assessment. The detainee was searched under section 54 of PACE, his only property was a watch. 
The detainee was then taken to the biometrics room for a photo and for his fingerprint and DNA to be taken. 
The panel noticed that the detainee was very compliant. Sgt CT also showed CCTV footage of the detainee in his cell, where he was reading the child friendly leaflet. In total, the detainee was in the custody hub for 9.5 hours. 

Case 0001241/25

For this case, the panel were provided with copies of the custody record, but no CCTV footage was shown. The custody record showed that there was no appropriate adult present during this person’s time at the custody hub. In this case, there was some administrative failure as the wrong number was attached to the wrong person. The Panel noted that this case is a good case to be used for a training exercise as it was hard to inspect.

In the record there was one entry that said the detainee was in their cell, but there was another entry with the same time on that said the detainee was in the medical room getting their medical check. The panel didn’t like this and said it shouldn’t happen again as it can be misleading as to where the detainee was at the time. Sgt CT explained that the time of 11:11 was the time of the recording, not the time the observation took place.
	

	
	
	
	

	7
	Summary of Recommendations
	For all custody records to be updated accurately to ensure that every entry is recorded at the correct time to avoid any confusion when reading the records.
	

	
	
	

	

	8
	Any Other Business
	The theme of the next panel is women in custody.
	

	
	
	
	

	9
	Date of Next Meeting
	The next meeting is due to take place on Tuesday 14th October 13:00.
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