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BUSS Panel Stop and Search

	Date:
	16th June 2025
	Time:
	13:00-16:00

	Venue:
	Police HQ
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Attendance:              
	AB, KB, SA, Insp IB, Sgt WB, Sgt GT, PC AH, HD,JW,CB,FB,KI,JB,RB

	
	

	
	
	
	

	Apologies: 
	DH, JR, KM, PT, PS, AAM, SM

	
	



	
	Item
	
	Owner

	1.
	Chairs Welcome
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

	

	
	
	
	

	2
	Housekeeping
	The Chair informed the panel of the general housekeeping rules of the meeting.
	

	
	
	
	

	3
	Introduction and Apologies 
	Panel Members gave a brief introduction about themselves.

Apologies were noted.
	 


	
	
	
	

	4
	Conflict of Interest/ Undertaking of Confidentiality
	The Panel were reminded of the confidential nature of the meeting and how this was going to be monitored. Members of the group were requested to declare their interest in any cases that were being discussed as the meeting progresses.

	

	
	
	
	

	5
	Minutes from the previous meeting
	The minutes were agreed as an accurate record.

Members of the panel were happy for the minutes to be added to the PCC website but would only like their initials to be included and not their full names.
	

	
	
	
	

	6
	Recommendation Updates
	AB enquired about whether the body worn footages that are shown to the Panel can no longer be redacted. It has been escalated to the Deputy Chief Constable. Members of the panel still have concerns over redaction and felt that it can sometimes make their role more difficult. The panel asked that AB to feedback these concerns to the OPCC/Durham Constabulary

Action- AB to feedback on redaction
	




AB

	
	
	
	

	7
	Force Presentation
	The panel received a presentation regarding Stop and Search. The presentation highlighted the definition of stop, detain and search:
·  any person
·  any vehicle  
·  or anything which is in or on a vehicle
In any place the public has access*

if the PC has reasonable grounds for suspecting 
that any of the following will be found:
· Stolen articles
· Prohibited articles* (corrosive)
· Bladed or pointed articles 
· Prohibited Fireworks
Any such articles found during a search may be seized.

Other areas that were highlighted were the Section 23 Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, reasonable grounds for the search and recording a search.

	

	
	
	

	

	10
	Scrutiny of Cases
	Case 1-

The relevant stop and search report was present followed by the body worn footage. 

Grounds to justify reasonable stop and search were explained. 
The vehicle has been sighted entering the Durham Police area from Northumbria area. The vehicle had a marker on the vehicle suggesting that it was involved in cannabis cultivation. The vehicle has been sighted by officers in a marked vehicle and has then taken a route doubling back on itself twice, believed to be testing if officers were following. Upon approaching the vehicle, the driver was fiddling with the underneath of the steering wheel column. Both occupants appear nervous. 
KNOW - Vehicle has recent intel linking it to cannabis grows in Northumbria. It has attempted to evade officers from stopping it by driving a strange route doubling back on itself. The vehicle is registered to the London area. Occupants are nervous upon being stopped and have no reasoning for being in the location. 
SUSPECT - It is suspected that the vehicle may contain drugs or items concerned in cannabis cultivation and that should the vehicle and occupants not be stopped and searched then drugs may be sold or consumed causing a harm to the wider community and other road users.

The Panel agreed that the footage was reasonable under the circumstances. Overall, the Panel agreed that the police officers appeared friendly and approachable and they explained the situation well to the occupants of the vehicle they had stopped. They agreed the case was handled well, it was a positive encounter and the police engagement was good.

Case 2-

The relevant stop and search report was present followed by the body worn footage. 



A member of the public has approached police to explain that a male suspect is sat on a bench and was thought to have a lock knife clipped to his side jean pocket. Police have observed a male nearby matching this description and circumstance. The male was not acting suspiciously in any way, however as police have approached, they have been able to see a clip showing on the outside of male’s jean pocket. 

The Panel agreed that this case was handled well, officers tested compliance with the male and he gave a positive response, explaining the circumstances around carrying the lock knife.

Case 3-

The relevant stop and search report was present followed by the body worn footage

The vehicle and registration matched the report from a member of the public who had stated she had witnessed a male in the front passenger seat leaning out of the car window with what looked to be a BB gun. The front male passenger matched the description given by the caller.

The Panel agreed that this case was handled well. They did make some observations as to why the body cam was turned off at one point during the video. It was explained there could have been a number of scenarios/reasons why the camera had been turned off. The panel were happy with feedback and agreed there was a positive outcome.

Case 4-

The relevant stop and search report was present followed by the body worn footage.

Reports that the male has attempted to snap a lock at an address before being chased away by members of the public. As a result of the circumstances passed and the suspect matching the description further being in and around the area at the time of the reports being made. The suspect was detained for the purposes of a stop search under s1 PACE to identify any items/tools that could have assisted him in entering the address.

The Panel agreed that this case was handled well, correct information was relayed to the suspect and the rationale for the stop and search was reasonable and appropriate.
	

























































	
	
	
	

	11
	Summary of recommendations
	Case 1-
· there were no recommendations.
Case 2- 
· there were no recommendations.

Case 3-
· there were no recommendations.

Case 4-
· there were no recommendations.

The panel highlighted that the police behaviour in all cases has been good in handling the stop and search situations and officers were consistent across the board.
	










	
	
	
	

	12
	Any other business
	There were no items of any other business.
	

	
	
	
	

	13
	Date of next meeting
	The next meeting will take place on Monday 18th August 2025 at 1.00 p.m.
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