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BUSS Panel Stop and Search

	Date:                          
	15th December 2025
	Time:
	12:00-14:30

	Venue:
	Police HQ
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Attendance:              
	SA (Chair), CB,JW,DH,KI,HD,FB,JP, JT, AB, KB Force: LW,AD,MP

	
	

	
	
	
	

	Apologies: 
	PS,WM

	
	



	
	Item
	
	Owner

	1.
	Chairs Welcome
	The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
	

	
	
	
	

	2
	Housekeeping
	The Chair informed the panel of the general housekeeping rules of the meeting.
	

	
	
	
	

	3
	Introduction and Apologies 
	Panel Members gave a brief introduction about themselves.
The meeting was attended by an HMICFRS representative.

Apologies were noted.
	 


	
	
	
	

	4
	Conflict of Interest/ Undertaking of Confidentiality
	The Panel were reminded of the confidential nature of the meeting and how this was going to be monitored. Members of the group were requested to declare their interest in any cases that were being discussed as the meeting progresses.

	

	
	
	
	

	5
	Minutes from the previous meeting
	The minutes were agreed as an accurate record with the inclusion of ICT concerns.
	KB

	
	
	
	

	6
	Recommendation Updates
	No recommendations from the last panel.  
	

	
	
	
	

	7
	Force Presentation
	The panel received a presentation on PACE Code A Stop and Search. They also received a live demonstration of a stop and search scenario.

	

	
	
	
	

	8
	Scrutiny of Cases
	There were no written reports that gave an overview of the cases below, the body worn video for each case was viewed by the panel.

Case 1-

This was a case that occurred on Milburngate Bridge in Durham City the suspect had a PNC marker and was linked to mobile phone thefts.

The panel provided the following comments:
· Officers were patient and gave the correct information and advice
· Officers complied with Go Wisely
· Only one suspect was handcuffed – officers gave an explanation of why this might be
· Positive feedback on this case 

Action- no follow up action 

Case 2-

This case took place on the A689 and a vehicle was flagged on PNC for County Lines and Section 3 Misuse of Drugs act. Following investigation and searches the car there was no evidence found and it appeared that the occupants had just recently purchased the car.

The panel were satisfied with the way this search was carried out and it complied with Go Wisely. Officers handled the situation well.

Case 3-

This case involved a male who was stopped in relation to the possible theft of a moped. 1 male was caught and the other refusing to be searched. 

The panel provided the following comments:
· It was difficult to hear the dialogue on the BWV before and while being handcuffed
· Noted that the officer did not wear gloves when carrying out the search
· There was a member of the public who approached and tried to help, officers could have done more to prevent this to ensure their safety.

Case 4-

This case involved the search of a male who was suspected of theft of a handbag. The handbag had been reported stolen from a nearby public house.

The panel provided the following comments:
· Officers complied with Go Wisely
· The panel commented how this brought home how vulnerable police officers can be in the community.
· The panel were satisfied with the way the search was carried out
	






































	
	
	
	

	9
	Summary of recommendations
	Overall, the panel thought the body worn videos were good and that the police acted well and were consistent throughout.

1. Panel enquired what the correct procedure is when asking an individual to step out of a vehicle. Panel believe it is best for officers to suggest all items are left in the vehicle
1. Positive feedback regarding considerations for disability to be passed on to relevant officer.
1. Panel recommended officers remove members of the public from the scene to reduce distress/disruption.

HMICFRS thanked the panel for their time and observation of the meeting. They recommended that the panel may want to consider looking at more cases during their meetings.

The panel wished to raise their concerns over the redaction of cases as this can make it difficult to understand the context of cases, therefore making it harder to be able to provide proper scrutiny of cases.
	

	
	
	
	

	10
	Any other business
	There was no other business.
	

	
	
	
	

	11
	Date of next meeting
	The next meeting will take place on Monday 26th January 2026. 
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