


SESSION #1
DEALING WITH FAULT LINES

LESSON AIM

To understand and deal with fault lines in relationships.

VIDEO LESSON
Link to video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyudHtVBCyc

SCRIPTURE READING

Nehemiah 13:23-26

23 In those days also I saw the Jews who had married women of Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab. 24 And half
of their children spoke the language of Ashdod, and they could not speak the language of Judah, but only
the language of each people. 25 And I confronted them and cursed them and beat some of them and
pulled out their hair. And I made them take an oath in the name of God, saying, “You shall not give your
daughters to their sons, or take their daughters for your sons or for yourselves. 26 Did not Solomon king
of Israel sin on account of such women? Among the many nations there was no king like him, and he
was beloved by his God, and God made him king over all Israel. Nevertheless, foreign women made even
him to sin.

Nehemiah 13:23-26 ESV

INTRODUCTION

Private Fault Lines Have Public Consequences.

Every family, no matter how strong it looks, carries hidden pressures beneath the surface. Just like the
earth’s crust rests on tectonic plates, our lives and relationships rest on spiritual foundations. Most of
the time these foundations remain stable, but when they shift, fault lines appear and can erupt into

earthquakes.

The same is true spiritually and relationally. Fault lines in families often begin as unseen compromises
in the heart. On the surface, life looks fine, but underneath quiet fractures are forming. One day those

small cracks can bring devastating results.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyudHtVBCyc

This is what concerned Nehemiah in chapter 13. His concern was not simply about mixed languages or
cultures, but about spiritual compromise. The people had made choices that risked disconnecting the
next generation from their covenant with God. What seemed minor on the outside was a dangerous

fault line underneath.
So here is our point: Spiritual compromise leads to spiritual fault lines.

Compromises may seem small, but over time they weaken the foundations of faith, family, and

community. What begins as a private fracture will eventually show up as public consequences.
Three observations about fault lines:
1. Fault lines are subtle

They are not always obvious. They often start small, hidden beneath the surface. What seems trivial

may actually be the beginning of a deep compromise.
2. Fault lines are no respecter of persons

They do not discriminate. Whether leader or layperson, family or nation, everyone is vulnerable. Even

God's people in Nehemiah's day were not exempt.
3. Fault lines are destructive

If left unaddressed, they always widen and eventually erupt. What begins in private will spill over into

public, damaging faith, families, and future generations.
In conclusion, there are two applications we can consider:

First, don’'t ignore the fault lines. Discover and deal with them, because what stays hidden in private

will eventually surface in public.

Second, build spiritual oneness, not surface fixes. True strength comes only when lives are deeply

rooted in Christ, not patched on the outside.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Instructions for group facilitators: Every group is different. You may modify the discussion questions to

suit your group and you do not need to use all the questions in the group discussion.

Question 1: Looking at Nehemiah 13:23-26, what concern did Nehemiah have for the people, and why

was it so serious?

Question 2: Nehemiah used King Solomon as an example of someone whose relationships led to
compromise. What does this teach us about how even wise or strong people can be vulnerable in this

area?

Question 3: Fault lines in relationships often start small and hidden. What are some “minor” relational

compromises (in marriage, family, or friendships) that can grow into major problems if left unchecked?

Question 4: Fault lines don't discriminate. They can affect leaders, families, or entire communities.
Where do you see relational cracks showing up in our world, church, or culture today? What do you

think are the root problems of these relational cracks? What can we learn from these relational cracks?

Question 5: Thinking about your own relationships, are there areas where “quiet fractures” may be
forming beneath the surface? How do we deal with these "quiet fractures” in our relationships

(marriage, family, or friendships)?

Question 6: The lesson ends with two applications: (a) don't ignore the fault lines, and (b) build spiritual
oneness instead of surface fixes. Which of these do you most need to apply in your relationships right

now, and how could you take a practical step this week?

NEXT STEPS

This week, take time to look at your close relationships and ask God to reveal any
hidden cracks. Bring them into the light through honest conversation, prayer, or
confession, and seek a deeper oneness in Christ rather than surface fixes. Having
strong foundations now will protect your relationships and leave a lasting legacy. If

you feel that you need more help, do approach someone who can offer you godly

help. Do you know someone who could benefit from this lesson? Share what you
have learned and encourage them to join the next session with you.
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