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Regulatory Committee Meeting Agenda 
Thursday, January 25, 2024 

2:00-3:00 p.m. 
Zoom Meeting  

 
Agenda 

 
• Co-Chairs Kevin Thomas, Kimley-Horn and Eric Miller, Miller Marine Science and 

Consulting – Welcome  
 

Update Items 
• Legislative update 

o Resources/climate resilience bond discussion 
o Legislative proposals 

 
• Events update 

o 2024 CalDesal Annual Conference 
 February 8-9, 2024 
 Embassy Suites, Sacramento 
 Review of program content (Attachment) 

 
• 2024 Calendar (Attachment) 

 
Discussion Items 
• DWR’s Resource Management Strategy – Excluding nexus between environmental 

flows and desalination 
 

• In the News 
o Arizona desal proposals (Attachment) 
o Carbon capture/desal production (Attachment) 

 
• Gameplan for CalDesal Regulatory Committee – 2024 
 

http://www.caldesal.org/
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Recent Project Activity, Upcoming Milestones 
• Doheny Desalination Project  
• Monterey Desalination Project  
• Carlsbad Desalination Facility Intake Project 
• MWD desalination siting and technical studies 
• Santa Clara Valley Water District RFP – Desalination Engineering Feasibility Study – 

1/26/24 

 
• Updates on any other ongoing desalination projects? 
 
 
Other Items 
 

Next Regulatory Committee Meeting:  
February 22, 2024 – 2:00 PM 

Description of Work: 
Valley Water seeks to obtain Statements of Qualifications (SOQ) from responsive, 
responsible, and qualified consulting firms to provide planning and engineering services to 
provide engineering feasibility of a seawater desalination facility (Project) in Santa Clara 
County with intake of seawater from the South San Francisco Bay (South Bay). A 
desalination facility would augment potable water supplies and serve the primary purpose of 
providing a new reliable water supply for current and future populations in Santa Clara 
County. This engineering feasibility study would build upon previously completed work by 
Valley Water and serve as the next planning level effort to determine technical requirements 
needed for the design and construction of a desalination facility in the South Bay. 
 
This RFQ is an expedited solicitation process. 
 
Project Objectives: 
A. Evaluate engineering feasibility of a seawater desalination facility 
and determine its optimum location in the South Bay with 
minimum 10 million gallons per day (MGD) and maximum 40 
MGD production capacity for drinking water supply and develop a 
concept level setting for the facility. 
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Conference Schedule  
 
Day 1: Thursday, February 8, 2024 – 8:00 AM – 5:30 PM 

8:00 – Conference Opening and Welcome + Continental Breakfast (CalDesal Chair Mark 
Donovan and Executive Director Glenn Farrel) 

8:15 – 9:30 – Session 1  - The Societal Case for Desal: Economic Impacts of Water Scarcity 
• Moderator: Brent Alspach – Director of Applied Research, Arcadis 

o Dr. Ellen Bruno, Assistant Professor of Cooperative Extension, UC Berkeley 
Department of Agriculture and Resource Economics 

o Janet Clements, President and Founder, One Water Econ 
o Edward Ring, Senior Fellow, California Policy Center 

 

9:30 – 9:35 – Break 

9:35 – 10:25 – Session 2 – A Conversation With Natural Resources Secretary Wade 
Crowfoot 
• Moderator:  Mark Donovan, CalDesal Chair 

o Secretary Wade Crowfoot, California Natural Resources Agency 
 

 
10:25 – 10:40 – Break 
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10:40 – 11:50 – Session 3 – Advancing Water Resilience Through Desal at the Local and 
Regional Levels 

• Moderator: Paul Hermann, GHD 
o Greg Kowalski – Engineering Manager, Eastern Municipal Water District and     

Lee Portillo – Project Manager, Black & Veatch 
o Robert Richardson – Principal Engineer, United Water Conservation District 
o Paul E. Shoenberger, P.E. – General Manager, Mesa Water District 

 

11:50 – 1:30 – Lunch – Keynote Speaker: 
o Peter MacLaggan, Former Vice President, Poseidon Water 

 

1:30 – 2:45 – Session 4 – Media Perspectives on Desalination 
• Moderator: Kathleen Ronayne, Associated Press 

o Steven Greenhut, Southern California News Group 
o Ari Plachta, Sacramento Bee  
o Dan Walters, CalMatters 

 
2:45 – 3:00 – Break  
 
3:00 – 4:15 – Session 5 – Offshore Desalination Advancements 
Moderator: Tim Hogan, TWB Environmental Research and Consulting 

o Kalyn Simon, Ocean Well 
o Borja Blanco, Waterise 
o Shawn Meyer-Steele, Oneka Technologies 
o Peter Stricker, Sea Well 

4:15 – 4:20 – Break 

4:20 – 5:20 – Session 6 – Women in Desalination 
Moderator: Kim Adamson, Kiewit Infrastructure 

o Lihy Teuerstein, IDE Technologies 
o Heidi Luckenback, City of Santa Cruz 
o Elena Rodriguez, Ingeteam (Invited) 
o Michelle Peters, Channelside Water Resources 

 

5:20 – Wrap-up and reminder of Day 2 conference activities (Executive Director Glenn 
Farrel) 

5:30 – CalDesal Reception – Embassy Suites – 1st Floor Reception Area 
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Day 2: Friday, February 9, 2023 – 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

8:00 – 9:00 – Continental Breakfast  

8:00 – 9:15 – Session 7 – Current Seawater Desalination Project Updates: Doheny + 
Monterey + Carlsbad 
• Moderator: Mark Donovan, Chair, CalDesal Board of Directors 

o Marc Serna, Doheny Desalination Project 
o Chris Cook, Monterey Water Supply Project 
o Eric Miller, Miller Marine Science & Consulting 
o Jeremy Crutchfield, Water Resources Manager, San Diego County Water Authority 

 

9:15 – 9:45 – Session 8 – State Agency Perspective on California’s Desal Future 
• Moderator: Eric Miller, Miller Marine Science & Consulting 

o Tonianne Pezzetti, California Department of Water Resources 
 

9:45 – 10:45 – Session 9 – Seawater Desalination Opportunities – A Federal Perspective 
• Moderator: TBD 

o Jack Simes, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
o Roger Gorke, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
o Meagan Mauter, Research Director, National Alliance for Water Innovation 

 
 
10:45 – 11:00 – Break 

 

11:00 – 12:00 – Session 10 – Gameplanning CalDesal’s Engagement in Upcoming Ocean 
Plan Amendment Process 
• Moderator: Eric Miller, Miller Marine Science & Consulting 
 
 
12:00 – Final Remarks and Conference Close (Chair Mark Donovan and ED Glenn Farrel) 



 

 

        

2024 Calendar 

 

 

January  February  March  April 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

 1 2 3 4 5 6      1 2 3       1 2   1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13  4 5 6 7 8 9 10  3 4 5 6 7 8 9  7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20  11 12 13 14 15 16 17  10 11 12 13 14 15 16  14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27  18 19 20 21 22 23 24  17 18 19 20 21 22 23  21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31     25 26 27 28 29    24 25 26 27 28 29 30  28 29 30     
                31               

 
May  June  July  August 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 
   1 2 3 4        1   1 2 3 4 5 6      1 2 3 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  2 3 4 5 6 7 8  7 8 9 10 11 12 13  4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18  9 10 11 12 13 14 15  14 15 16 17 18 19 20  11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25  16 17 18 19 20 21 22  21 22 23 24 25 26 27  18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
26 27 28 29 30 31   23 24 25 26 27 28 29  28 29 30 31     25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
        30                       

 
September  October  November  December 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7    1 2 3 4 5       1 2  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14  6 7 8 9 10 11 12  3 4 5 6 7 8 9  8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21  13 14 15 16 17 18 19  10 11 12 13 14 15 16  15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28  20 21 22 23 24 25 26  17 18 19 20 21 22 23  22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30       27 28 29 30 31    24 25 26 27 28 29 30  29 30 31     
                               

 

Purple: Outreach Communications Committee  Dark Blue: Legislative Committee 
Blue: Board Meetings and Conferences   Yellow: Regulatory Committee 
Green: Executive Committee    Red: State Holidays 
Gray: Technology/Innovation Committee   Violet: Annual Conference 

https://www.calendarpedia.com/
http://www.caldesal.org/
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