Draft Letter of Support  |  The Reporters' Collective Investigative Journalism Fellowship
[Draft Letter of Support To be Submitted by Candidates for The Reporters’ Collective Investigative Journalism Gap Fellowships]


[NAME OF NEWS BRAND]
Name of News Organisation Entity
[Address Line 1], [Address Line 2], [City – PIN Code]
Email: [XXX]
Phone: [XXX)
Website: [www.publication.in]


Date: ________________________


The Reporters' Collective Trust,
1/22 Ansari Road, New Delhi 110002.

Subject: Letter of Support for 
1. [FELLOW'S FULL NAME], [ADDRESS], [OFFICIAL IDENTITY NUMBER], PHONE [xxx], EMAIL[XXX]  and
2. [FELLOW'S FULL NAME], [ADDRESS], [OFFICIAL IDENTITY NUMBER], PHONE [xxx], EMAIL[XXX] 
application
To The Reporters' Collective [Long Term Investigative Journalism Gap Fellowships] OR [Investigative Video Journalism Gap Fellowships] OR [Investigative Journalism Reporting Gap Grants]

Dear Team,

We are writing to confirm our support for the above-named journalist(s), who has applied to The Reporters’ Collective Investigative Journalism Gap Fellowship (“the Fellowship”). 
We have reviewed and approved the application of the applicant. 
We are happy to be associated with this fellowship and to provide the editorial support described in this letter.

1.  Our commitment to editorial oversight and publication
We agree to work with [FELLOW'S FULL NAME] throughout the Fellowship Period as their editorial home. This means:

•  We will provide editorial guidance and feedback on the investigative stories they work on under the fellowship.
•  We will review their work against our editorial standards for accuracy, fairness, and public interest before publication.
•  We will publish the work that meets our editorial requirements. If, in our editorial judgement, a particular story is not ready for publication or does not meet our standards, we will work with the fellow to bring it up to the required standard before publishing.
•  All editorial decisions including decisions about what to publish and when remain entirely ours. The Reporters’ Collective will not be involved in, or responsible for, any of these decisions.

2.  Giving credit to The Reporters’ Collective
We agree to give fair and prominent credit to The Reporters’ Collective in every piece of work published and cited under this fellowship, regardless of the format, whether it is a written article, a video, a podcast, a photo essay, social media or any other format.
The credit will clearly state: “This reportage was supported by The Reporters’ Collective Investigative Journalism Fellowship”. If it needs to be curtailed for social media etc it would be done appropriately and fairly. 

3.  Allowing The Reporters’ Collective to use the work
We agree to allow The Reporters’ Collective to use excerpts from the fellow’s work for the following non-commercial purposes:

•  Promoting the fellowship and the fellow’s work to the public.
•  Fundraising for the fellowship programme and The Reporters’ Collective.
•  Reporting on the fellowship’s impact and outcomes.
•  Any other non-commercial purpose related to the fellowship.

This permission is given in the spirit of fair use. It does not transfer ownership of the work, and The Collective may not sell or commercially exploit the content. 


4. TRC’s Responsibility to Credit
We provide this letter of support with the understanding that TRC will provide fair and adequate credit to XXX as the publisher of the work of the Fellow.  

5. If we decide to withdraw this letter
We understand that this fellowship depends on our continued editorial support to the Fellow. If, for any reason, we decide we can no longer provide that support and wish to withdraw this letter, we will:

•  Inform The Reporters’ Collective in writing as soon as the decision is made, and in any case with reasonable advance notice.
•  Give a brief explanation of our reasons, to the extent we are able to.

We understand that on receiving this notice, The Reporters’ Collective may suspend the fellowship and stop payments to the fellow. We also understand that the fellow is separately obliged to inform The Collective within seven days if she becomes aware that this letter has been withdrawn.

5.  Payment notification to us
The Reporters’ Collective agrees to keep us informed about the payments made to the fellow and the terms agreed with the Fellow, if the applicant is accepted for the Fellowship. Specifically:

•  The Collective will notify our designated contact person (named below) within 24 hours of making each monthly payment to the fellow.
•  This notification will be sent by email and will state the month for which the payment was made and the amount paid.

Our designated contact person for these notifications is:

Name:   _______________________________________________
Designation:   _______________________________________________
Email:   _______________________________________________
Phone:   _______________________________________________

6.  Copy of the fellowship agreement
We would like to be kept informed of the terms under which the fellow is engaged. The Reporters’ Collective agrees to share a copy of the signed fellowship agreement with us once it has been executed by both the Fellow and The Reporters’ Collective. This will help us understand our respective roles and ensure there are no gaps or overlaps in our commitments to the fellow.



We are pleased to support [FELLOW'S FULL NAME] in this fellowship and look forward to the work they will produce. We believe this kind of collaboration between independent journalism fellowships and news organisations is important for strengthening investigative reporting in India.

Please feel free to reach out to us if you have any questions about this letter.


Yours sincerely,


Signature: ___________________________________
Name:   _______________________________________________
Designation:   _______________________________________________
Name of Publication: _______________________________________________
Date:   _______________________________________________
Official Stamp / Seal (if applicable):   _______________________________________________
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