
BLACK HAWK COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH 
2026 ADVOCACY PRIORITIES 

ADDRESSING IOWA’S
RISING CANCER RATES 

IMPROVING ACCESS
TO QUALITY,

AFFORDABLE CARE

Medicaid reimbursement rates should
encourage physician recruitment and
retention, attract more dental and mental
health providers to serve those in need, and
expand transportation benefits.

Covering community health worker services,
like care coordination and navigation, can
help people access care.

Behavioral health resources should be
affordable and available for everyone.

Affordable mental health and crisis support
services are critical as extreme weather and
other stresses impact more Iowans. 

STRENGTHENING LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH 
FOR A THRIVING COMMUNITY 

Reducing radon exposure, limiting harms
from tobacco and nicotine use, and
improving water quality help lower cancer
risks by addressing environmental factors
in homes, workplaces, and communities. 

Investing in early detection and preventive
care can lower healthcare costs, reduce
cancer deaths, and give families the
resources they need for better health.

Cancer patients often struggle with
transportation, childcare, costs, and
language or cultural barriers. Policy
solutions can help ensure timely and
effective care.

Scan the QR code to watch videos
about our VISION and MISSION. BHCPublicHealth.org

Local public health programs need stable funding that keeps up with inflation. This prevents higher
taxes or cuts to essential services.
Decisions affecting local public health should include regular input from community leaders who
understand local needs.
Workforce training and hiring efforts should build a strong, skilled public health team that reflects the
communities they serve, improving outreach and impact.


