KEY DEVELOPMENTS IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN INDIAN-ADMINISTERED KASHMIR
May 1, 2025 — May 31, 2025

SUMMARY

In May 2025, Indian authorities continued to commit grave human rights violations in Indian-administered
Kashmir (IAK). India attacked Pakistan and Pakistan-administered Kashmir (PAK), causing extensive devastation
to life and property, especially along the Line of Control (LOC). At least 25 people were killed and hundreds
arbitrarily detained in IAK. Indian authorities continued their campaign of systematic repression and collective
punishment through raids, property destruction (including through explosive demolition), property
expropriation and forced displacement (including through deportation). Indian authorities continued to escalate
their denial of the right to free expression, including through further arbitrary detentions for online speech and
the blocking of at least 8,000 social media accounts.

Numerous Kashmiri journalists, human rights defenders, political activists, and dissenters continue to be
arbitrarily detained. Emblematic cases include those of human rights defender Khurram Parvez—illegally
imprisoned for over three and a half years (1,310 days), journalist Irfan Mehraj—illegally imprisoned for over
two years (826 days) and human rights lawyer Mian Abdul Qayoom—illegally imprisoned for one year (364
days).

Note: Due to ongoing repression by Indian authorities, key developments in the human rights situation in IAK
have gone unreported. Indian authorities have criminalized independent journalism and human rights work; all
reporting from IAK is state-controlled. Indian authorities label pro-human rights and pro-self-determination
activity “terrorism” and systematically legitimate violations against people in IAK through unsubstantiated,
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demonizing labels, including: "terrorist," "militant, militant," "overground worker" (or "OGW"),

”

"hybrid militant," "hybrid terrorist," “terrorist associate,” “militant associate,” "intruder," or "infiltrator."

KILLINGS AND EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE

On May 4, 2025, Indian forces killed Imtiaz Ahmad Magray of Tangmarg, Baramulla district during a Cordon-and-
Search Operation (CASO) in Kulgam district (his corpse was found in Adbal Wattoo, DH Pora, Kulgam district)
and labeled him an “OGW.”

On May 13, 2025, Indian forces killed three people, including Shahid Kuttay and Adnan Shafi of Zinpather Keller,
Shopian district, during a CASO and labeled them “terrorists.”

On May 15, 2025, Indian forces killed Asif Ahmed Sheikh, Amir Nazir Wani and Yawar Ahmed Bhat during a CASO
in Nader Tral, Awantipora, Pulwama district and labeled them “terrorists.”

On May 29, 2025, Indian forces killed Abdul Waheed Bhat, an 80-year-old, paralyzed, ill man from Khanyar,
Srinagar by forcing him across the Attari crossing to Pakistan.

On May 31, 2025, Indian forces killed Ali Mohammad Joo and injured his daughter by running them over and
crushing them at Khumani Chowk, Bemina, Srinagar district.


https://freepresskashmir.news/2025/05/04/mans-body-found-in-kulgam-nallah-police-says-was-ogw-tried-to-flee-during-caso/
https://kashmirlife.net/body-of-suspected-ogw-recovered-from-nallah-in-south-kashmir-390059/
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/terrorist-killed-in-gunfight-with-security-forces-in-jks-shopian-two-more-suspected-to-be-trapped-2723938-2025-05-13
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/indian-forces-launch-operation-nader-against-terrorists-in-tral-heavy-firing-exchanged/articleshow/121177624.cms?from=mdr
https://scroll.in/article/1082728/a-border-ran-through-it-the-life-and-lonely-death-of-an-80-year-old-kashmiri-man
https://maktoobmedia.com/india/vehicle-didnt-stop-it-ran-over-his-chest-kashmiri-man-crushed-under-police-vehicle-in-srinagar-daughter-survives/

Between May 6 and May 12, 2025, an escalatory attack by India on Pakistan and PAK (and Pakistani retaliation)
killed at least 40 civilians (including 15 children) in Pakistan and PAK and 16 civilians in IAK and resulted in the
mass destruction of homes and property and the mass displacement of people, particularly near the LOC in

Jammu & Kashmir. At least 2,060 homes were damaged in IAK. See descriptions of the impacts on the people of

Jammu & Kashmir in The Caravan, The Contrapuntal, Al Jazeera, the Associated Press, The Washington Post and

Foreign Policy and from Azad Essa. See also this story of Mohammad Igbal of Poonch who was killed by shelling

on May 7 and labeled a “terrorist.” In addition, Kashmiris in India faced escalated threats and attacks.

VIOLATIONS OF THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION, FREEDOM OF PRESS

On May 7, 2025, Indian authorities detained journalist Hilal Mir under the Public Safety Act (PSA) for allegedly
posting “anti-national” content on Facebook.

On May 9, 2025, Indian authorities ordered X (formerly Twitter) to block more than 8,000 accounts, including

those of media organizations (including Maktoob Media, The Kashmiriyat, BBC Urdu, Free Press Kashmir and
The Wire) and journalists (including Anuradha Bhasin and Muzamil Jaleel. Meta also suspended news accounts.

Indian authorities ordered all media companies and platforms to block content allegedly coming from Pakistan.
On May 15, 2025, Indian authorities also blocked the Xinhua, Global Times and TRT World news sites.

On May 19, 2025, Indian authorities cancelled the Overseas Citizenship of India card of Dr. Nitsha Kaul, a
University of Westminster professor, in reprisal for her work on Kashmiri rights and minority rights in India.

In 1AK, people are continuing to erase tattoos and any other expression to avoid reprisals from Indian
authorities, as self-censorship continues in the face of ongoing, intense repression and surveillance.

ARBITRARY DETENTIONS AND RAIDS

On May 3, 2025, Indian authorities booked 75 people under the PSA and labelled them “OGWs.”

On May 11, 2025, the State Investigation Agency (SIA) raided 20 different locations in South Kashmir.

On May 16, 2025, Indian authorities arrested Muzamil Ahmad, Ishfag Pandit and Muneer Ahmad in the in
Narbal-Magam, Budgam district and labeled them “terrorist associates.”

On May 17, 2025, the Jammu and Kashmir Police booked 23 people under the PSA, including: Saqib Shafi Wani
of Chattabal, Waleed Aijaz Sheikh, Sayar Ahmad Sheikh, Sajid Shahnawaz Mir, Ibrahim Rashid Ganie and Tawseef
Ahmad Khan of Batmaloo, Hashim Farooq Mir of Rajbagh, Showkat Ahmad Dar of Nishat, AliMohammad Rather
of Hazratbal, Owais Farooq Lone of Tral, Musaib Ahmad Khan of Bemina, Feroz Ahmad Najar of Harwan, Shabir
Ahmad Ghulam of Bagiyas, Numan Qayoom Ganie of Chanpora, Owais Altaf Bhat of Padshahibagh, Junaid
Zahoor Bangroo of Fatehkadal, Muzaffar Farooq Mir and Uneeb Naseer Mir of Kanpora Budgam, Irfan Ahmad
Seeru of Nawakadal, Fahad Bashir Sidique of Khanyar, Zubair Ahmad Lone of Eidgah, Faizan Yaseen Sheikh of
Jamalatta and Abdul Hamid Ganie of Harwan.


https://www.ft.com/content/8908334e-b7dd-4860-8394-571520081e49
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0l0l21x9n1o
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/jammu/hm-takes-swift-call-to-rebuild-2060-jk-houses-damaged-in-pak-shelling/
https://caravanmagazine.in/crime/pahalgam-attack-kashmir-custodial-killings-detentions-demolitions-bandipora-kupwara
https://thecontrapuntal.com/fear-and-ruins-on-kashmirs-violent-border/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDk0uujbo2I
https://apnews.com/article/india-pakistan-kashmir-clashes-villagers-photos-162198fb71e1a806cded787fb357b458
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/05/18/india-pakistan-conflict-aftermath-kashmir/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/05/20/india-pakistan-kashmir-conflict-military-border-clash/
https://azadessa.substack.com/p/kashmiris-erased-war-pahalgam-war-india-pakistan
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c17rw0vy0glo
https://www.yahoo.com/news/too-scared-back-kashmiris-india-101427476.html
https://www.thehindu.com/education/pahalgam-attack-casts-a-shadow-over-jammu-and-kashmir-students-outside-state/article69531760.ece
https://thewire.in/media/senior-kashmiri-journalist-detained-in-srinagar-over-social-media-post
https://x.com/globalaffairs/status/1920522981744238814?s=46
https://www.yahoo.com/news/india-ordered-x-block-8-141056552.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/may/08/meta-instagram-muslim-news-page
https://mib.gov.in/sites/default/files/2025-05/advisory_pakistan_origin_content_08052025nt_.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/may/15/india-blocks-x-accounts-of-chinese-state-media-over-coverage-of-kashmir-crisis
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/who-is-nitasha-kaul-uk-based-kashmiri-scholar-whose-oci-card-has-been-cancelled-by-modi-govt-anti-india-activities-11747594309661.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2025/5/19/fear-is-real-why-are-kashmiri-youths-removing-tattoos-from-their-bodies
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2025/05/kashmir-residents-living-under-watchful-eye-surveillance-india-pakistan/
https://kashmirlife.net/in-kashmir-police-detain-75-under-psa-after-pahalgam-attack-nia-takes-over-probe-389926/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/sia-conducts-raids-in-20-locations-in-south-kashmir-in-uapa-case-9996462/
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/lashkar-e-taiba-terror-associates-arrested-police-jks-budgam-2725875-2025-05-16
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/jk-police-public-safety-act-23-srinagar-sia-raids-continue-10012832/

On May 19, 2025, Indian authorities arrested Zahid Ahmad Sheikh of DK Pora and Anwar Khan of Kathwa and
labelled them “terrorist associates.”

On May 23, 2025, the SIA raided 18 different locations in Poonch, Rajouri, Udhampur, and Ramban districts.

On May 29, 2025, Indian authorities arrested Irfan Bashir and Uzair Salam during a CASO in Baskuchan, Poonch
district and labelled them “terrorist associates.”

On May 30, 2025, Counter-Intelligence Kashmir (CIK) raided multiple locations in Budgam, Pulwama, Kupwara,
Shopian, and Srinagar districts.

On May 31, 2025, CIK raided homes of alleged social media users, including Abdul Rashid Najar and Sunain Sajad

Mir of Drangbal Pampore, Ghulam Ahmad Bhat of Laro, Pulwama, Nisar Ahmad Bhat of Saidpora, Shopian,
Gousia Nabi of Kakapora, Pulwama and Akash Mushtaq of Arigam, Pulwama.

TAKING AND DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY

On May 20, 2025, Indian authorities expropriated land belonging to Arshid Ahmad Teli of Nowpora Tujjar,
Baramulla district, Firdous Ahmad Dar and Nazir Ahmad Dar of Harwan, Srinagar district and Owais Feroze Mir
of Frestabal Pampore, Pulwama district.

POLITICAL DISEMPOWERMENT, VIOLATION OF POLITICAL RIGHTS, AND DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE

On May 14, 2025, Indian authorities completed the integration of IAK with India’s railway system, with 800
soldiers inaugurating the first ride from Delhi to Srinagar.

On May 18, 2025, Indian authorities re-deployed at least 4,000 ex-soldiers as “security guards” in 1AK.

On May 29, 2025, Indian authorities deployed 580 additional companies of the Central Armed Police Force,
including 42,000 additional soldiers.

COMMUNICATION SHUTDOWN; RIGHT TO INTERNET
Indian authorities shut down mobile and internet services in Bhaderwah, Doda district May 22 - May 27, 2025.
COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENT

Indian authorities deported many people, including at least 150 mothers/wives, forcibly separating families.

Indian authorities escalated their crackdown in IAK, including through the demolition of at least a dozen homes
and the arbitrary detention of thousands more people and the likely prolongation of the detentions of the
thousands of Kashmiri detainees previously detained.



https://www.greaterkashmir.com/kashmir/two-held-with-arms-ammunition-in-south-kashmirs-shopian/
https://www.livemint.com/news/jk-police-conducted-searches-in-multiple-locations-of-kashmir-linked-to-terror-activities-11748571957398.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/two-hybrid-terrorists-of-lashkar-caught-by-security-forces-in-kashmirs-shopian-101748491171594.html
https://kashmirlife.net/cik-seizes-incriminating-material-in-raids-across-five-kashmir-districts-392524/
https://www.dailyexcelsior.com/cik-conducts-raids-across-kashmir-for-social-media-misuse/#google_vignette
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-pakistan-news-live-updates-jammu-kashmir-pahalgam-attack-operation-sindoor-ceasefire-let-lashkar-terrorist-spy-encounter/liveblog/121254226.cms
https://kashmirlife.net/800-soldiers-make-historic-first-train-journey-from-delhi-to-kashmir-391083/
https://thedefensepost.com/2025/05/18/indian-veterans-kashmir-security/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/580-capf-companies-deployed-in-jammu-and-kashmir-ahead-of-amarnath-yatra-101748515772440.html
https://risingkashmir.com/mobile-internet-services-suspended-in-bhaderwah-till-may-27/
https://inkstickmedia.com/the-pakistani-women-bearing-the-brunt-of-indias-deportations/#:%7E:text=The%20war%20ended%20with%20a,deported%20hundreds%20of%20Pakistani%20women.
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/better-if-they-kill-us-indian-deportation-notices-split-kashmiri-families-apart
https://thewire.in/rights/pahalgam-and-the-collective-punishment-of-kashmiris
https://thecontrapuntal.com/collective-punishment-pahalgam/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/5/5/will-pahalgam-attack-prolong-detention-of-kashmiri-political-prisoners

PUBLIC STATEMENTS, COMMUNICATIONS, AND REPORTS
On May 7, 2025, Nasir Qadri published “India’s lawfare in Kashmir mirrors Israel’s settler colonial playbook.”

On May 14, 2025, Palestine Chronicle TV published a podcast “Unpacking India Pakistan Escalation: The Israel
Nexus in Kashmir & Palestine” with Abdulla Moaswes.

On May 16, 2025, Mirza Waheed published “Kashmir Deserves a Lasting Peace.”

On May 20, 2025, FORUM-ASIA and FIDH issued a joint statement, “India and Pakistan must maintain the
ceasefire, uphold the rights of Kashmiris.”

On May 21, 2025, Project Uncesored published “Kashmir and Armenia: Voices from the Margins,” featuring
Ather Zia and Karnig Kerkonian

On May 27, 2025, Binish Ahmed published “Borders and orders: How settler-government occupations violate
Kashmiri sovereignty.
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