KEY DEVELOPMENTS IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN INDIAN-ADMINISTERED KASHMIR
February 1, 2026 — February 28, 2026

SUMMARY

In February 2026, Indian authorities continued to commit grave human rights violations in Indian-administered
Kashmir (IAK). Indian forces killed at least six people. Indian authorities continued their ongoing systematic
campaigns of mass detention and collective punishment through raids and cordon-and-search operations
(CASOs). Indian authorities continued to deny free expression, including through prosecutions for social media
posts, and escalated their ongoing expropriation of land and related violations, including through a military base
in a nature preserve, 43 new high-altitude military bases and four new railway lines.

Numerous Kashmiri journalists, human rights defenders, activists, and dissenters continue to be arbitrarily
detained. Emblematic cases include those of human rights defender Khurram Parvez—illegally imprisoned for
over four years (1,578 days), journalist Irfan Mehraj—illegally imprisoned for almost three years (1,094 days),
human rights lawyer Mian Abdul Qayoom—illegally imprisoned for almost two years (632 days) and scholar
Shafat Wani—illegally imprisoned for almost one year (343 days). On February 24, 2026, India’s Supreme Court
denied bail to Mian Abdul Qayoom.

Note: Due to ongoing repression by Indian authorities, key developments in the human rights situation in IAK
have gone unreported. Indian authorities have criminalized independent journalism and human rights work; all
reporting from IAK is state-controlled. Indian authorities label pro-human rights and pro-self-determination
activity “terrorism” and systematically legitimate violations against people in IAK through unsubstantiated,
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demonizing labels, including: "terrorist," "militant, militant," "overground worker", "hybrid

”

militant," "hybrid terrorist," “terrorist associate,” “militant associate,” "intruder," and "infiltrator."

KILLINGS AND EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE

On February 4, 2026, Indian forces killed three people in Basantgarh, Udhampur district and in Kishtwar, and
labelled them “terrorists.”

On February 12, 2026, a minor, Bilal Ahmad of Banpath, Poonch district, was maimed in a landmine explosion
in Battar Nallah, Poonch.

On February 22, 2026, Indian forces killed three people in Passerkut, Kishtwar district and labelled them
“terrorists.”

VIOLATIONS OF THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

On February 17, 2026, the State Investigation Agency filed terrorism charges against Altaf Hussain Wagay of
Shopian and Shabir Ahmad Sheikh of Kulgam for alleged “anti-national” content on social media.

On February 22, 2026, Delhi Police arrested eight people for “terrorism” for allegedly putting up “Free Kashmir”
posters at a Delhi metro station.


https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/operation-kiya-2-jaish-e-mohammad-terrorists-killed-in-encounter-in-jammu-and-kashmirs-udhampur-10943903
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jammu-and-kashmir/landmine-explosion-civilian-injured-jammu-kashmir-poonch/article70620912.ece
https://kashmirobserver.net/2026/02/22/encounter-in-kishtwar-forests-claims-3-lives/
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/kashmir/sia-chargesheets-two-for-spreading-secessionist-content-to-radicalize-youth/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/8-arrested-for-plotting-terror-attack-in-india-free-kashmir-poster-delhi-links-to-pakistan-isi-bangladesh-under-radar-101771738012998.html

On February 23, 2026, the Indian authorities unveiled a new counter-terrorism policy anchored in the violative
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) and Prevention of Money Laundering Act that emphasizes pre-
emptive measures focused on digital activity, including financing and digital expression, and preventative
“deradicalization”.

ARBITRARY DETENTIONS AND RAIDS

On February 2, 2026, the National Investigation Agency (NIA) raided six locations across Kashmir.
On February 3, 2026, the NIA raided a home in Hazari Bazar, Rainawari, Srinagar.

On February 6, 2026, the NIA raided Government Medical College, Anantnag.

On February 8, 2026, Indian authorities arrested a person in Ramgarh, Samba district, and labelled him an
“intruder.”

On February 10, 2026, Indian authorities arrested Faroog Ahmed of Nagri, Doda district for allegedly
disrespecting India’s flag.

On February 13, 2026, a special NIA Court in Delhi sentenced Zahoor Ahmed Peer and Nazeer Ahmad Peer of
Handwara, Kupwara district to fifteen years under the UAPA for allegedly being “overground workers.”

On February 17, 2026, the NIA raided the home of Nazir Ahmad Bhat of Mahjoor Nagar, Srinagar.

On February 24, 2026, India’s Supreme Court denied bail to human rights lawyer Mian Abdul Qayoom.

On February 25, 2026, the NIA arrested Zameer Ahmad Ahangar of Ganderbal and Tufail Ahmad Bhat of Srinagar
and labelled them “overground workers.”

On February 27, 2026, the High Court of Jammu and Kashmir guashed the Public Safety Act detention of Shabir
Ahmad Dar of Kokernag, Anantnag district (detained since April 2024) as “illegal from inception.”

TAKING AND DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY; ECONOMIC DISEMPOWERMENT

On February 12, 2026, official Indian data disclosed that 86% of reservations certificates (for preferential access
to resources and opportunities) in Jammu & Kashmir were issued in Jammu, evidencing the escalating
disempowerment of Kashmiris.

On February 13, 2026, official Indian data disclosed that Indian authorities had rejected 87% of claims in Jammu
& Kashmir (39,898 claims) made under India’s Forest Rights Act (imposed in 2019), evidencing the large-scale
denial of land and related economic, social and cultural rights to communities in Jammu & Kashmir.

COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENT

On February 1, 2026, Indian forces imposed a CASO in Dolgam, Kishtwar district.


https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/prahaar-india-s-new-counter-terror-policy-in-a-hybrid-threat-era#:%7E:text=On%2023%20February%202026%2C%20India,organised%20crime%20with%20extremist%20violence.
https://kashmirobserver.net/2026/02/02/nia-raids-multiple-locations-in-kashmir-2/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jammu-and-kashmir/nia-raids-suspects-house-in-jammu-and-kashmirs-srinagar/article70586354.ece
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/latest-news/j-k-nia-raids-government-medical-college-anantnag-in-connection-with-white-collar-terror-module/
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/latest-news/pak-intruder-apprehended-along-ib-in-samba/
https://kashmirlife.net/man-detained-in-jammu-kashmir-for-allegedly-disrespecting-national-flag-424585/
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/national/nia-court-sentences-2-let-ogws-for-aiding-facilitating-pak-terrorist-in-kashmir/
https://greaterjammu.com/nia-raids-house-of-retired-govt-employee-in-srinagar-2/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/j-k/sc-refuses-bail-to-ex-kashmir-bar-association-president-mian-abdul-qayoom-in-uapa-case/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/nia-arrests-two-more-accused-in-delhi-car-bomb-blast-case/article70676736.ece#google_vignette
https://kashmirlife.net/jammu-kashmir-high-court-quashes-psa-detention-of-anantnag-man-terms-order-illegal-from-inception-426760/
https://kashmirlife.net/86-per-cent-of-reservation-certificates-issued-in-jammu-only-14-per-cent-in-kashmir-424958/
https://kashmirlife.net/over-39000-forest-rights-claims-rejected-in-jammu-kashmir-govt-says-425161/
http://dailyexcelsior.com/operation-to-track-down-3-holed-up-terrorists-underway-following-encounter-in-kishtwar/

On February 3, 2026, Indian forces imposed a CASO in Majalta, Udhampur district.

On February 9, 2026, Indian forces imposed a CASO in Chatroo, Kishtwar district.

On February 27, 2026, Indian forces imposed a CASO in Gulpur, Poonch district.

DENIAL OF ACCESS TO JUSTICE; LEGALIZED IMPUNITY

On February 13, 2026, India’s National Human Rights Commission registered its first case involving Indian forces
in IAK since 2019 — over the Indian Army’s February 2025 killing of Waseem Ahmad Mir, a truck driver from
Sopore who was shot and killed while transporting apples on the Srinagar—Baramulla highway.

VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

On February 3, 2026, Indian authorities again forcibly closed Jamia Masjid (Srinagar) and imposed house arrest
on Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, preventing Shab-e-Barat prayers.

ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS

On February 8, 2026, the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) announced plans to construct a base on 1,668
kanals (around 165 acres) of land within Dachigam National Park (a major wildlife refuge and a “greenbelt” no
construction zone).

On February 18, 2026, the CRPF announced that it had established 43 additional bases across IAK at altitudes
between 3,000 and 6,000 feet.

On February 19, 2026, the Indian government announced final surveys for four new railway lines which will
result in the mass expropriation of land, including prime agricultural land.

Indian authorities continued to facilitate large-scale environmental destruction through illegal riverbed mining
and extraction of soil from government land across Kashmir resulting in losses of land, crops and livelihoods.

TARGETING OF KASHMIRIS; DISCRIMINATION

On February 1, 2026, Surjeet Rajput Guleria, a Hindu supremacist, assaulted Mohammad Ramzan (a Kashmiri)
in Kangra district, Himachal Pradesh after previously assaulting three other Kashmiris. Al Jazeera documented
the growing pattern of violence against Kashmiris across India.

PUBLIC STATEMENTS, COMMUNICATIONS, AND REPORTS

On February 5, 2026, the International Federation of Journalists published “India: Kashmiri Journalists Pressured
by Police for Their Reporting.”

On February 6, 2026, The Contrapuntal published “A Feminist Reckoning with Kashmir’s Militarization,” an
analysis of Dr. Niharika Pandit’s forthcoming book Occupying the Everyday.


https://kashmirlife.net/gunfight-erupts-in-jammu-kashmir-423569/
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/latest-news/j-k-security-forces-continue-search-and-cordon-operations-in-kishtwar-under-op-trashi-i/
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/latest-news/j-k-suspected-drone-movement-prompts-search-op-near-loc-in-poonch/
https://maktoobmedia.com/india/nhrc-registers-case-against-armed-forces-in-2025-killing-of-kashmiri-truck-driver/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jammu-and-kashmir/jama-masjid-closed-mirwaz-placed-under-house-arrest-ahead-of-shab-e-barat-prayersanjuman-auqaf/article70588617.ece
https://thewire.in/environment/crpf-cites-national-security-to-steamroll-plan-for-new-base-in-jks-eco-sensitive-dachigam-park
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jammu-and-kashmir/crpf-temporary-operating-bases-jammu-and-kashmir-pahalgam-attack/article70648234.ece
https://kashmirlife.net/four-new-rail-lines-proposed-for-kashmir-valley-surveys-underway-govt-425910/
https://www.outlookindia.com/national/illegal-riverbed-mining-takes-a-toll-on-livelihoods-in-kashmir-2
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2026/Feb/01/kashmiri-shawl-seller-assaulted-in-himachal-days-after-uttarakhand-attack
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/2/22/attacked-in-india-kashmiri-shawl-sellers-choose-between-safety-livelihood
https://www.ifj.org/es/sala-de-prensa/noticias/detalle/category/press-freedom/article/india-kashmiri-journalists-pressured-by-police-for-their-reporting
https://thecontrapuntal.com/a-feminist-reckoning-with-kashmirs-militirization/

On February 10, 2026, the World Muslim Congress submitted a written statement on IAK to the 61 session of
the United Nations Human Rights Council.

On February 17, 2026, Article 14 and the Social Life of Law project at SOAS University of London published the
final installment of a three-year investigative series on the abuse of the UAPA.

On February 24, 2026, Al Jazeera published “Kashmir, Spying, Demolitions: How Modi’s India Embraced the
‘Israel Model’.”
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https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/61/NGO/1
https://article-14.com/post/our-three-year-analysis-reveals-how-india-s-anti-terror-law-is-used-to-jail-people-without-clear-offences-6993da7ad6c87
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