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SUMMARY 
 
In May 2026, Indian authorities continued to commit grave human rights violations in Indian-administered 
Kashmir (IAK). Indian authorities killed at least two people and continued their ongoing systematic campaigns 
of mass detention and collective punishment. Indian authorities acknowledged demolishing 81 homes, 
expropriating 120 properties and arresting 716 people during January-March 2026 under an “anti-drugs” 
campaign. Indian forces used 11 people as human shields, resulting in the maiming of Mohammad Jahangir 
Malik. Arjumand Gulzar Dar, a teacher from Pulwama, was extrajudicially executed in Muzaffarabad by 
suspected Indian agents. Indian authorities prohibited Eid prayers in Jamia Masjid, Srinagar for the eighth 
consecutive year. 
 
Numerous Kashmiri journalists, human rights defenders, activists, and dissenters continue to be arbitrarily 
detained. Emblematic cases include those of human rights defender Khurram Parvez—illegally imprisoned for 
over four and half years (1,682 days), journalist Irfan Mehraj—illegally imprisoned for over three years (1,198 
days), human rights lawyer Mian Abdul Qayoom—illegally imprisoned for over two years (736 days) and scholar 
Shafat Wani—illegally imprisoned for over one year (447 days). 
 
Note: Due to ongoing repression by Indian authorities, key developments in the human rights situation in IAK 
have gone unreported. Indian authorities have criminalized independent journalism and human rights work; all 
reporting from IAK is state-controlled. Indian authorities label pro-human rights and pro-self-determination 
activity “terrorism” and systematically legitimate violations against people in IAK through unsubstantiated, 
demonizing labels, including: "terrorist," "militant," "secessionist," "militant," "overground worker (or OGW)," 
"hybrid militant," "hybrid terrorist," “terrorist associate,” “militant associate,” "intruder," and "infiltrator. 
 
KILLINGS AND EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE 
 
On May 12, 2026, Indian forces killed a person in Krishna Ghati, Poonch district and labelled him an “intruder.” 
 
On May 21, 2026, suspected Indian agents executed Arjumand Gulzar Dar, a teacher from Pulwama district in 
Muzaffarabad, Pakistan-administered Kashmir. Indian media widely celebrated his killing. 
 
On May 13, 2026, Indian forces detained Mohammad Jahangir Malik and ten others in Khull, Kulgam district 
during a “crackdown” and coerced them to act as human shields, resulting in Malik being maimed. 
 
VIOLATIONS OF THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 
 
On May 7, 2026, Tech Policy Press published “Surveillance Technology Is Silencing Journalists in Kashmir.” 
 
On May 11, 2026, Article 14 published analysis of India’s blanket ban on virtual private networks (VPNs) (in place 
since December 29, 2025) across IAK and the broad criminalization of digital life in IAK. Indian authorities 
identified approximately 1,100 VPN users and criminally charges at least 100 people for violating the ban. 
 

https://kashmirlife.net/jammu-kashmir-infiltration-bid-along-loc-foiled-intruder-killed-435967/
https://www.dawn.com/news/2002072/educationist-who-fled-occupied-kashmir-fights-for-his-life-after-targeted-attack
https://kmsnews.org/kms/2026/05/29/extraterritorial-assassination-in-azad-kashmir-when-a-teacher-becomes-a-terrorist-after-death.html
https://scroll.in/latest/1093013/man-accused-of-plotting-pulwama-terror-attack-shot-dead-in-pakistan-occupied-kashmir-report
https://thewire.in/rights/kashmir-human-shield-army-bear-attack-skims-srinagar-kulgam
https://www.techpolicy.press/surveillance-technology-is-silencing-journalists-in-kashmir/
https://article-14.com/post/a-vpn-ban-vanishing-work-how-a-security-order-in-kashmir-has-frozen-digital-livelihoods-6a014c945e2e8


ARBITRARY DETENTIONS AND RAIDS 
 
On May 2, 2026, Indian authorities arrested Umar Malik of Kachipora, Pulwama district and labelled him an 
“OGW.” 
 
On May 11, 2026, Indian authorities arrested Faisal Ahmad Bhat of Malpora, Habba Kadal and Faisal Ahmad 
Guroo of Rajouri Kadal, both in Srinagar district, and labelled them “terrorist associates.” 
 
On May 12, 2026, Indian authorities booked six boys and men from Sopore under the Public Safety Act (PSA) for 
allegedly participating in an April 2026 student demonstration protesting sexual abuse by a teacher. 
 
On May 13, 2026, Indian authorities arrested Mashkoor Ahmad and Maneer Ahmad of Kishtwar district and 
labelled them “terrorist associates.” 
 
On May 14, 2026, the Jammu and Kashmir High Court upheld the preventive detention (since May 7, 2025) of 
Jahangir Ahmad Parray of Gulshanpora, Tral, Pulwama district under the PSA. 
 
On May 16, 2026, Indian authorities raided more than fifteen locations in Bomai, Warpora, Sopore and Tarzoo 
areas of Baramulla district. 
 
On May 21, 2026, Indian authorities arrested Adil Hussain Lone of Mohammadpora, Kulgam district and labelled 
him an “OGW.” 
 
On May 22, 2026, Indian Supreme Court granted bail to Suhail Ahmad Thokar (held without trial under the UAPA 
since October 2021). 
 
On May 26, 2026, the National Investigation Agency (NIA) raided Muslim schools/seminaries—Jamia Siraj-ul-
Uloom in Shopian and Jamiat-ul-Banaat in Srinagar—and the home of Shahzada Aurangzeb in Molu Chitragam, 
Shopian district. Jamia Siraj-ul-Uloom was recently banned under the UAPA, the first time that a Muslim religious 
institution in IAK was banned under an India’s counter-terror law.  
 
On May 31, 2026, Indian authorities arrested Zeeshan Ahmad Mir, Adil Hussain, Ishfaq Lone and Jaffar Hafiz 
from Uri, Baramulla district and labelled them “intruders.” 
 
TAKING AND DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY; ECONOMIC DISEMPOWERMENT 
 
On May 6, 2026, Indian authorities expropriated the real property of Zameer Ahmad Lone in the Mandiyan 
Keran, Kupwara district. 
 
On May 11, 2026, Indian authorities demolished the home of Abdul Rahman Bhat of Shartpora Langate, 
Kupwara district and the homes of Liaqat Ali, Gaggu Din, and Sham Din in Korepunnu, Marheen, Kathua district. 
 
On May 14, 2026, Indian authorities expropriated the real property of Majid Ahmad Sofi of Sopore, Baramulla 
in Kehnusa Bandipora district. The same day, Indian authorities demolished the commercial properties of Asif 
Ali Pala and Nisar Ahmad Kasana of Mathindoo Larnoo of Anantnag district. 

https://kashmirobserver.net/2026/05/02/south-kashmir-ogw-arrested-in-pulwama/
https://organiser.org/2026/05/12/353056/bharat/j-arms-and-let-posters-recovered/
https://kashmirtimes.com/news/sexual-harassment-violence-a-teacher-arrested-six-detained-but-no-answers-in-sopore
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/security/teacher-among-two-held-for-aiding-foreign-terrorists-in-kishtwar-11829762
https://kashmirlife.net/high-court-upholds-psa-detention-of-kashmir-detainee-says-preventive-custody-meant-to-intercept-before-he-does-it-436247/
https://www.etvbharat.com/en/bharat/jk-police-conduct-raids-in-uapa-case-linked-to-jei-network-in-kashmir-enn26051601319
https://theprint.in/india/over-ground-worker-of-terrorists-arrested-in-j-ks-kulgam/2937435/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-grants-bail-to-jammu-kashmir-man-booked-under-uapa-after-five-years-in-custody-as-undertrial/article71009661.ece
https://www.telegraphindia.com/amp/india/nia-raids-kashmir-study-centres-in-jamaat-e-islami-terror-funding-probe-prnt/cid/2162423
https://www.dailyexcelsior.com/jk-three-held-while-trying-to-exfiltrate-to-pakistan/amp/
https://www.crosstownnews.in/post/156524/sia-kashmir-attaches-property-of-pojk-based-let-operative.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jammu-and-kashmir/kashmir-mla-boycotts-l-gs-drug-campaign-after-demolition-drive-in-his-constituency/article70975369.ece#google_vignette
https://kashmirlife.net/jammu-kashmir-authorities-demolish-houses-of-three-alleged-drug-peddlers-435730/
https://x.com/AdityaRajKaul/status/2054890072911298564
https://kashmirlife.net/south-kashmir-police-carry-out-anti-encroachment-drive-demolish-illegal-structures-of-alleged-drug-peddlers-436209/


 
On May 15, 2026, Indian authorities expropriated the real property of Ghulam Mohammad Bhat of Rohama 
Rafiabad, Baramulla district. 
 
On May 16, 2026, Indian authorities expropriated the real property of Rasid-ud-Din Qureshi of Nadihal, Rafiabad 
in Baramulla district. 
 
On May 20, 2026, Indian authorities demolished at least 32 homes belonging to Gujjar and Bakarwal families in 
Sidhra-Mahamaya, Jammu district. 
 
On May 23, 2026, India’s Lieutenant Governor in IAK acknowledged that during January-March 2026 his 
administration had demolished 81 homes, expropriated 120 properties and arrested 716 people as part of an 
“anti-drugs” campaign. 
 
On May 27, 2026, India’s Home Minister ordered the demolition of all constructions within 15 kilometers of the 
Line of Control. 
 
POLITICAL DISEMPOWERMENT, VIOLATION OF POLITICAL RIGHTS, AND DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE 
 
On May 15, 2026, official Indian data showed that at least 60 people were trafficked in IAK in 2024, including 
for forced labor, forced marriage, sexual exploitation and domestic servitude. 
 
COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENT 
 
On May 23, 2026, Indian forces imposed a cordon-and-search operation (CASO) in Gambhir Muglan, Rajouri 
district for at least six consecutive days. 
 
On May 24, 2026, Indian forces imposed a CASO in Nilsar Kandi, Baramulla district. 
 
DENIAL OF ACCESS TO JUSTICE; LEGALIZED IMPUNITY 
 
On May 17, 2026, the Supreme Court of India granted bail to a Kashmiri imprisoned for over five years under 
UAPA, noting that the conviction rate in Jammu and Kashmir remains below one percent (despite a broad denial 
of due process and fair trials). 
 
On May 31, 2026, the Jammu and Kashmir High Court upheld the 2007 termination without due process of 
Ghulam Mohammad Tantry in the interest of “State security.” 
 
VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL RIGHTS 
 
On May 20, 2026, Indian authorities renamed schools in Jammu after their “martyrs.” 
 
On May 27, 2026, Indian authorities barred Eid prayers in Jamia Masjid, Srinagar for the eighth consecutive year 
and placed Mirwaiz Umar Farooq under house arrest.  

https://www.ptinews.com/detail/national/JK-Property-of-PO-linked-to-Hizbul-Mujahideen-attached-in-Baramulla/3669791
https://risingkashmir.com/police-attach-third-hm-linked-offenders-property-in-3-days/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/j-k/anti-encroachment-drive-in-jammu-forests-sparks-political-controversy/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jammu-and-kashmir/3000-women-committees-formed-81-houses-demolished-in-anti-drug-campaign-in-jk-manoj-sinha/article71015400.ece
https://kashmirlife.net/kashmir-war-against-drugs-vol-18-issue-07-435141/
https://kashmirlife.net/kashmir-war-against-drugs-vol-18-issue-07-435141/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/5/27/india-orders-demolition-drive-along-border-as-pakistan-tensions-simmer
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/jammu-and-kashmir/trafficked-in-paradise-jks-hidden-human-trade-surfaces-in-ncrb-data-4003721
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jammu-and-kashmir/search-for-terrorists-intensifies-in-jks-rajouri-after-encounter-more-troops-deployed/article71017076.ece
https://kmsnews.org/kms/2026/05/24/indian-forces-cordon-off-baramulla-village-launch-large-scale-caso.html
https://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/upto-6-conviction-in-uapa-cases-nationally-in-jk-conviction-rate-less-than-1-supreme-court-534581
https://kashmirobserver.net/2026/05/31/jk-hc-upholds-dismissal-of-terror-accused-cop/
https://kashmirlife.net/jammu-kashmir-govt-renames-schools-after-martyrs-eminent-personalities-437016/#google_vignette
https://www.outlookindia.com/national/amid-eid-fervour-in-kashmir-historic-jamia-masjid-closed-again-for-prayers


 
ENIVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS 
 
On May 12, 2026, India’s Ministry of Mines launched an auction for the commercial extraction of twelve blocks 
of limestone across Anantnag, Rajouri, and Poonch districts. 
 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS, COMMUNICATIONS, AND REPORTS 
 
On May 3, 2026, Free Speech Collective published “Irfan Mehraj: How A Journalist Is Put Out of Circulation.” 
On May 13, 2026, Safeena Wani published “In Kashmir, A Sentence Came Before the Trial” on the case of Irfan 
Mehraj. 
 
On May 7, 2026, Taruni Aswani published “A Year After the War: Kashmir’s Border Civilians Sit Between Shelled 
Roofs and Self-Made Bunkers.” 
 
On May 14, 2026, Manchester University Press published “10 Questions with Goldie Osuri on Settler Colonialism, 
Kashmir and Rethinking Sovereignty in a Global Context” in connection with her Settler/Colonialism in Kashmir. 
 
On May 15, 2026, Youmna M. Chamieh published “I Was Trying to Photograph a Feeling: Showkat Nanda on 
Buried Archives, Generational Memory, and Dreaming Against Forgetting in Kashmir” on Nanda’s work. 
 
On May 20, 2026, Aabid Rasool published “Review: Occupying the Everyday” on Niharika Pandit’s Occupying the 
Everyday. 
 
On May 25, 2026, Ahmed Bin Qasim published “‘Made in Tihar’: On Inheritance and Incarceration” on the life 
sentence of his mother Asiya Andrabi. 
 
On May 28, 2026, Guénola Pellen published “Beneath Kashmir’s Snow” on Sohrab Hura’s work in IAK. 
 
The International Service for Human Rights (ISHR) included the cases of Khurram Parvez and Irfan Mehraj in its 
2026 report on reprisals against human rights defenders. 
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https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2260230&reg=3&lang=2
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