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MORE LOCAL EVENTS ON PAGE 3

We’re very excited for the new subscribers who signed up for our
mailing list at Fairy Night at the Community Garden! 

(Photo Credit: C. Domahidi)

Plant-Based People Group, Wednesday, August 6, 6 p.m.,
Modeste Bedient Library (Branchport). Contact the Library
for details. The Plant Based People Group strives to promote
education, fellowship and food creativity to those
community members interested in exploring vegetarian and
vegan lifestyles.

Pride March in the Finger Lakes, August 9 ! Full details on
page 4 and Your paragraph text. 

th

Sam Nordquist Memorial BBQ Fundraiser, Sunday, August
10, 11 AM Advance Auto Parts (202 Hamilton St, Geneva).
Alex’s Kitchen will hold a fundraiser chicken bbq in memory
of Sam Nordquist on August 10 (rain date Sunday, August 17).
Proceeds will benefit the family of Sam Nordquist. Buy tickets
in advance online or in person that day. Purchase online
here: https://tinyurl.com/2e3r89mf  

Keuka Compass Game Day, Sunday, August 10, 1 p.m.,
Lyonsmith Brewing Company (2597 Assembly Avenue,
Keuka Park). If you wish to learn some new games, or play
an old favorite with a new group of people; if you are looking
for other queer folk and/or allies to hang out with; if you just
want some free chili and an interesting conversation on a
Sunday afternoon, this event is for you. Feel free to bring a
game, bring a friend, or bring snacks if you wish; we will have
a wonderful selection of each present. Alcoholic and non-
alcoholic drinks will be available, as well as a voluntary
potluck.

DATE CHANGE! Keuka Compass Movie Night, Wednesday,
August 13, 6 p.m. at Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church (179
Main St., Penn Yan). Featuring LGBTQ+-themed movies for
queer folks and allies. This month: The Birdcage, an
uproarious comedy of errors starring Nathan Lane and Robin
Williams, all about the importance of being proud of who you
are. Bring snacks and drinks to share. To learn about
upcoming selections, write to flxjustice21@gmail.com and
request to join our email update list. Presented by Keuka
Compass.

DATE CHANGE! Acceptance, Belonging and Community
LGBTQ+ Issues: The Queer Right,  Thursday, August 14, 7
p.m. at Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church (179 Main St., Penn
Yan) or online via Zoom. Acceptance, Belonging &
Community (ABC) sessions afford LGBTQ+ people and allies
alike an opportunity to learn more about aspects of our
community they may have questions about. Join us for a
conversation about far right and conservative voices within
the queer community. We will cover trans and queer media
influencers who have been embraced by far right news
media, Log Cabin Republicans, “LGB without the T” goons,
and more. Attend in person at St. Mark's Church, 179 Main St.,
Penn Yan, or virtually by registering here:
https://tinyurl.com/y5zr73zh. Organized by Keuka Compass,
Finger Lakes Justice Partnership, and Saint Mark's Church.

TAKE ACTION

SOCIAL JUSTICE SPOTLIGHT 
We’re kicking off a new occasional item this week by
spotlighting an awesome local organization really
doing the good work: Called to Care Canandaigua, a
nonprofit “working toward the goal of welcoming
refugees into our community.” According to their
website, they “provide housing, transportation,
clothing, food, medical care, and household items
during their first months and assist families with
school or language class enrollment and work
authorization applications,” and since 2022 have
assisted families from Ukraine, Haiti, Venezuela and
Guatemala. Would you like to help them in their
mission? 
Donate at https://donate.stripe.com/5kAbKOdhF11rakgaEE.

Take action to end the war and humanitarian crisis in
Gaza! The people of Gaza are enduring the most
horrific of wartime atrocities. Starving people are being
shot as they attempt to get food at aid distribution
sites. 5 Calls can help you connect with your elected
officials to urge them to take several specific steps to
end the war and and get desperately needed aid to
starving Palestinians. Visit 5 Calls for updated
information on the state of the war, phone numbers for
your member of Congress and our NY Senators, and a
phone script for you to use when you make your call.
Visit 5 Calls here: https://tinyurl.com/3wxxk2bf 

Please also donate what you can to relief
organizations still working on the ground in Palestine to
fight famine. World Central Kitchen is one, and they
can be found at https://wck.org/donate. 

https://tinyurl.com/2s3buny6
https://www.facebook.com/ALEXSKITCHENNY?__cft__[0]=AZUudGbkbg6tZ8vsQs7xI_USPVTZeiFnzmGNA-oSf1T_8ETRdMvJg1MUCG1n_buk74jAGLjU6Rxkq5-q_gBDNj-2sDoh6my5JY8ytIG_eWxlQ4an7YlaS6qNGXaYjmq8q9eeq_b4t-PnR2vhOvWpqb1aCaATHPRot2e3zzPIBrZ_fMj4_eotWCtMoT4GtRxsTODcqnyLqNVifSAyFBB5IFO8VRkgqYai12pcwYmqIZharg&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
mailto:flxjustice21@gmail.com
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Your Healthcare and the “Big Beautiful Bill”

MEDIA RECOMMENDATIONSGOOD NEWS
“How We Saved Trans Medicaid Healthcare
Coverage.” It Could Happen Here podcast. Key
takeaway: The way to convince Democrats to do
anything worthwhile is not by being nice and waiting
to be recognized. It’s by getting loud and telling them
how it’s going to be. Access:
https://tinyurl.com/3w59rwhx 

“What powers do immigration officers have? Is
Trump’s ICE going too far?” Nolan Rappaport, The Hill.
Access: https://tinyurl.com/ym8z47fw
 

“Immigration courts hiding the names of ICE lawyers
goes against centuries of precedent and legal ethics
requiring transparency in courts.” Cassandra Burke
Robinson, The Conversation. Access:
https://tinyurl.com/5azfr7c5 

“Classics of Pagan Cinema: Rosemary’s Baby.” Meg
Elison, The Wild Hunt. On how and why we choose to
come together - or not - especially in light of the
horrors made possible by the society we live in.
Access: https://tinyurl.com/5n9yzwem 

The ACLU filed a lawsuit challenging ICE’s “unlawful policy of
arresting people who attend mandated court hearings.” This
move could put an end to immigrants being ambushed by ICE
at courthouses.

Hundreds of “Rage Against the Regime” protests took place
across the U.S. on August 2, including 20 in NY State. Pressure on!

Trump continues to attack America’s cultural institutions. Lonnie
Bunch, secretary of the Smithsonian, is working to protect its
integrity. The Smithsonian said its Impeachment display will be
updated to include ALL impeachment proceedings in U.S. history,
including Trump’s unprecedented two impeachments.

Robert Reich’s Sunday Thoughts addressed sources of HOPE,
including young people, pendulum swings, and the “profound
decency in the sinews of America. Most Americans are generous
and kind,” he wrote, and reject Trump’s cruel policies like
detention camps and attacking judges. Show it by fighting back!

Speaking of swinging pendulums, leaders and the general
public seem to be getting the message that Israel’s actions in
Gaza go way beyond protecting themselves! See Take Action
Column. 

The news is not good these days, and it just keeps
coming. The man who ran on the platform of releasing
the Epstein List is now desperately spinning, declaring
not just that the List doesn’t exist, but also that it was
something Obama created. This would presumably be
before Epstein went to jail and Trump used it as an
electoral prop, but who’s even keeping track of
timelines anymore? (Not the current administration,
judging by the missing 3 minutes on the security tape
they released.) While Trump continues to bluster past
signed birthday cards and decades of photos, and his
cronies in Congress go into an early recess rather than
even vote on releasing this list that he campaigned so
strongly on, there is, unfortunately, something far more
pressing and immediate to address with our
newspaper real estate this month. 

With passage in both houses of Congress, the so-called
“Big Beautiful Bill’s” implementation is imminent,
bringing with it massive cuts to Medicaid and the many
state-based systems funded by it. Personally, I have
had a number of friends receive notices from their
providers telling them that when this bill goes into
effect they will lose coverage. Most of them have
chronic conditions that not only require regular care,
but also interfere with their ability to get the kinds of
jobs that provide healthcare through employment.
Without insurance they will not be able to afford their
medicine and doctor’s bills, and without Medicaid they
will not be able to afford insurance. Part of this situation
is the callous and inhumane creation of this bill; part is
just the dysfunctional system we already have and
which needs actual reform.

Even if what happens to poor and disabled people
does not concern you, even if you can relegate their
fear, pain, and suffering to a part of your brain that you
can just lock away under cover of a ‘they must’ve
earned this somehow’ outlook, even if you can look
away from the 1.5 million people within our state who,
like my friends, will lose their insurance - this will affect
you, too.

Our state has 156 hospitals, 70 of which receive more
than 20% of their revenue from Medicaid. Any
substantial cuts to Medicaid funding would have
catastrophic effects; hospitals will close, and even
when they do not, they will experience cuts to staffing
and services. The Greater New York Hospital
Association and the Healthcare Association of New
York estimate that hospitals across our state will end
up laying off at least 34,000 people. Wait times for
procedures can already stretch over half a year. Can
you imagine how long wait times will be when your
practice has fewer people on staff and is absorbing
patients from other hospitals that have either closed or
severely cut back?

People will suffer and people will die as a result of this
bill, but it will not only be the disabled, sick and poor
who lose coverage directly, it will also be folks that still
have insurance but cannot access care because of
poor staffing and even more devastating wait times.

By Diana Martens
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Community Alert

UPCOMING EVENTS- ROCHESTERUPCOMING EVENTS- LOCAL

DHS recently canceled the parole status of people who came
to the U.S. through a CBP One appointment or under the Cuba,
Haiti, Nicaragua, & Venezuela (CHNV) parole program. If you
came under either of those two, your parole status and work
permit are no longer valid. The New York Immigration Coalition
recommends those impacted talk to an immigration attorney
as soon as possible to explore options.

Abolition: A Practice of Resistance & Resilience,
Saturday, September 6, 10 a.m. at Visual Studies
Workshop (36 King St, Rochester).  Free The People Roc
will celebrate its 5 year anniversary with an inaugural
conference. Keynote speaker will be Philip V, McHarris,
author of Beyond Policing. This conference for
dreamers, organizers, impacted individuals, and allies
will feature workshops that foreground abolition as a
site of struggle and imagination as it pertains to
policing, immigration, solidarity, and safety. Register
here: https://tinyurl.com/mv54ruvd 

Rise Up Rochester, Inc. and Teens Under Construction
will host a free Teen Summit for ages 13 - 18 on Tues,
Aug 19, 6PM at East High School Collaboratorium, 1801 E
Main St. Register here: https://tinyurl.com/ypm467sw 

Rochester LGBTQ+ Together announces its “LGBTQ+
Fringe Guide” to the 2025 Rochester Fringe Festival
which runs September 9-20. See the guide here:
https://tinyurl.com/38vpbv5m 

No Bunkers Required Community Resilience,  Saturday,
August 16, 12:00 p.m. Since the start of the pandemic, the
number of self-described “progressive preppers” has
soared: people who see value in community building, skill
sharing, and mutual aid to counterbalance economic
uncertainty, climate change, and social upheaval. If that
sounds like your kind of prepping, please join us to learn,
discuss, and organize together at these ongoing meetings.
To receive invites, updates, and location details, please
sign up at https://forms.gle/tmJcVxQ8MAy1we947.
Presented by Finger Lakes Justice Partnership.

Monthly Fightback: Pride is Revolutionary, Saturday,
August 16, 3 p.m. on the Yates County Courthouse lawn
(Main & Court St., Penn Yan). All are welcome to join us in
lifting their voices about the issues and causes that impact
our world and the people in it. Bring signs and good will.
This month, we continue to celebrate Pride at a time when
our LGBTQ+ loved ones and neighbors are facing record
levels of hate and discrimination. We will take the
opportunity this day to remind one and all that Pride is not
just a celebration; it is a revolution in support of personal,
social, creative, and collective liberation! We welcome all
newcomers to join us in support and good faith. Hosted by
Finger Lakes Justice Partnership.

Community Skillshare: Car Maintenance for Beginners, 
Saturday, August 16, 4 p.m. in the Penn Yan Public Library
parking lot (214 Main St.). Rescheduled from June! When
neighbors choose to freely share their skills, and others
choose to make time to learn them, our communities grow
stronger, more resilient, and better prepared for potential
disruption. Do you wish you could get a little more out of
your vehicle? Join amateur car enthusiast Charlie
Domahidi for an information-filled, hands-on session on
basic vehicle maintenance. We will address a variety of
common vehicle repairs and ways to extend the life of your
vehicle. Register at https://tinyurl.com/44jzvjbz. Have a skill
to share? Let us know at https://tinyurl.com/mr4965v9!
Hosted by Finger Lakes Justice Partnership.

Community Skillbuilding Salons, Sunday, August 17, 2 - 4
p.m. (fiber arts) and 3 - 5 p.m. (cooking) at Saint Mark’s
Episcopal Church (179 Main St., Penn Yan). Finger Lakes
Justice Partnership invites you to new, ongoing
opportunities to practice skills, build connections, and
increase community resilience! Practice fiber arts of all
kinds - knitting, crochet, needlepoint, sewing, and more -
starting at 2 p.m. upstairs in the Knapp Room, and at 3 p.m.,
try your hand at all things food-related, from growing to
cooking to preserving, downstairs in the kitchen.
Experienced coaches will be on hand at each to offer
instruction and tips, but otherwise, these sessions are
designed to be casual and fun. These are two overlapping
events; all are welcome to attend either or both as you
wish. No registration required.  

Regional Justice Summit,  Friday, August 22, 7 p.m., online
via Zoom. Finger Lakes Justice Partnership hosts a bi-
monthly, virtual gathering of leaders representing justice-
seeking groups of all kinds from across the FLX region to
share ideas, update on events, and seek connection. Let’s
bust out of our siloes, signal-boost each other’s projects,
and support each other in this difficult and important work!
Do you represent a group that belongs in this
conversation? Register here: https://tinyurl.com/4n7z7mrc 
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OUR MISSION
The Finger Lakes Justice Partnership will help weave together the efforts of the region’s diverse

justice-seeking individuals, organizations, and institutions. Rooted in the humble knowledge that we
are continually learning, we will seek to coordinate resources and knowledge, respond to acts of

injustice, and raise awareness around local threats and opportunities. Through advocacy for
members of historically marginalized groups of all kinds, we will help move the Finger Lakes away

from passive acquiescence to injustice, and toward an active embrace of anti-racism, community-
building, mutual aid, and understanding.
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