CALL TO ACTION:

If you would like, please use the information below to take a few minutes to contact your Senators and member of the U.S. House of Representatives and ask them to immediately contact DOJ to inquire about the award terminations and express their concern about the impact of this far-reaching decision to CASA/GAL programs across the country and the children and youth served. 

You can find the name and contact information for your Senators and Representative here. 
Your message can be as simple as the message below.


Dear [Senator or Representative Name],
I am writing to express deep concern regarding the recent decision by the U.S. Department of Justice to terminate active grants under the Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) program, without adequate notice or justification.
The CASA program, supported and promoted by the National CASA/GAL Association in partnership with over 900 state and local member programs across 49 states and the District of Columbia, provides court-appointed volunteer advocacy for children and youth who have experienced abuse or neglect. CASA/GAL volunteers, appointed by judges in child welfare cases, are a vital voice for children in foster care, ensuring their best interests are represented and their rights protected.
On April 22, the National CASA/GAL Association unexpectedly received notices terminating these crucial grants. The rationale cited — that the grants "no longer effectuate the program goals or agency priorities," including "protecting American children" — is both contradictory and troubling. Advocating for the safety, permanence, and well-being of abused and neglected children is the very mission of the CASA/GAL program.
For more than 30 years, Congress has demonstrated strong bipartisan support for CASA through annual appropriations. The sudden termination of these funds jeopardizes essential training, technical assistance, and subawards provided to local programs, ultimately threatening the services provided to more than 200,000 vulnerable children nationwide.
In Kansas, 22 local CASA programs serve 63 counties and approximately 1,322 children. Two of these programs will be immediately and directly impacted by this decision, facing a loss of over $100,000 in grant funding without the appropriate notification procedures outlined in their grant agreements. Moreover, the abrupt cessation of funding raises critical concerns about the continued availability of standardized training resources, including the Pre-Service Training Curriculum mandated for CASA programs.
For Douglas County CASA, we are not directly impacted in the form of current or pending subgrant dollars.  However, just over the past 5 years we have benefited from direct subgrant funding from this source, helping us hire and work on sustaining a new full-time Supervisor and increasing our capacity to serve more children and working on a recruitment plan to increase our recruitment efforts.  We are also concerned about the indirect impact on training resources that are provided by National CASA/GAL Association using these funds, AND are also required for us to use to train our CASA Volunteers. 
I urge you to contact the Department of Justice to seek clarification on this sudden and harmful decision and to express your support for the restoration of funding to the CASA program. The children we serve cannot afford this disruption, and neither can the programs that advocate tirelessly on their behalf.
Thank you for your attention to this matter and for your continued support of vulnerable children and the programs that serve them.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your Title/Organization, if applicable]
[Your Contact Information]

