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Walcha Council is pleased to 
announce the appointment 
of Stephen Parry as its new 
General Manager, following 
a comprehensive recruitment 
process.
Mr Parry brings over 30 years of 
senior local government leadership 
experience, including 23 years as 
Chief Executive of Gore District 
Council in New Zealand. During his 
tenure, he led major infrastructure 
projects, organisational reform, 
and economic development 
initiatives that delivered tangible results for rural 
communities.
Mayor Eric Noakes welcomed the appointment, 
saying, “Stephen’s depth of experience in leading 
rural councils, combined with his transparent, 
people-focused approach, makes him an 
outstanding fit for Walcha. His track record in 
building strong council cultures and navigating 
complex regulatory and planning matters will serve 
our community well.”
A qualified lawyer and experienced negotiator, Mr 
Parry has led multimillion-dollar developments, 

including a new wastewater 
treatment facility and a 35-lot 
residential subdivision, and has 
played a direct role in negotiating 
major public-private partnerships 
and utility infrastructure deals. He is 
known for his decisive leadership, 
strong governance literacy, 
and commitment to community 
wellbeing.
Mr Parry said he was drawn to 
the role by Walcha’s unique rural 
character and the opportunity to 
make a real difference. “I look 

forward to working with the Mayor, Councillors, 
staff and community to support growth, improve 
services, and foster a strong, collaborative council 
culture,” he said.
Stephen and his wife Wendy have seven children 
and six grandchildren in Australia and New 
Zealand. They will relocate to the Walcha Shire in 
August, in time for Stephen’s commencement date 
on 1 September 2025. 
Outside of work, Stephen has a keen interest in 
thoroughbred horse racing, community sport, and 
playing the drums.

6 Aberbaldie Road Walcha. Phone 6777 2588 • www.wvs.com.au
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MAXIMUM N - PACT
A LOW USE RATE 
STABLE SOURCE OF FOLIAR NITROGEN 

WALCHA

Commercial 
Industrial

Residential & Rural

 � Level 2 accredited
 � C.E.C accredited
 � Power connection
 � Heating & cooling
 � Solar power
 � Power lines 
 �Metering
 � 24 hours emergency  

 service

(02) 6778 4062
howardselectrical@gmail.com

Extensive 
range of 

electrical 
services

CAN BE USED ON ALL CROPS
 INCLUDING PASTURE
 Assists the plant to photosynthesize
 without the presence of light 

Dark's Plumbing voted Best Plumbers in the New England.  Full story Page 5
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CIVIL
CONSTRUCTION
EXPERTS

OUR SERVICES:
Wet and dry hire options

Sheds, bridges + farm infrastrucure 

Driveways, dams, pads, quarry

0403 726 780
CONTACT GLEN 

OUR PLANT:

D6T Dozer - 18ft Stickrake + GPS + Lazer grade

5t,13t, 20t, 36t Excavator GPS, grabs, screen

COMPETITIVE 
RATES

2t -12t tipper & dog, 40t moxi, water cart

Positrack, tractor, augur, post driver

Design & Engineering services

OXLEYCIVIL.COM.AU
VISIT FOR A FULL RANGE OF

EQUIPMENT & SERVICES 

It’s about to get a whole lot wetter with not one, but two weather fronts 
passing through over the next week with the potential falls of up to 
50mm widespread. These fronts have a real spring demeanour about 
them, building in the west and sweeping east across Australia. The 
fronts are set to stretch from SA to QLD and bring much need rain to 
drought-stricken areas. Our moisture profiles are so full that it takes 
bugger all rain to make the gullies run, let alone creeks and it wouldn’t 
take much to make the rivers flood. 
Victoria and southern NSW are holding their breath for more rain as 
crops are just sprouting out of the ground and their winter crop season 
is on a knife’s edge. There is no soil moisture so they need for the 
rain to continue to have any chance of yielding a crop, especially the 
big hay making areas that supply alot of hay to farmers and exporters 
in the south. Livestock are still being hand fed with some producers 
containment feeding cattle for the past 6 months.  I’ve heard of people 
feeding more than 2000 cows in these containment areas, now that 
would be a bill! If they can jag these fronts and begin to build soil 
moisture towards spring, then I think we will see the restocking market 
skyrocket in both sheep and beef.
We have a perfect storm brewing for livestock producers, especially 
us when you look at the current dynamics of what matters to our farm 
gate livestock prices. Export demand is outstripping our current supply 
for both beef and sheep meat; a large portion of southern Australia will 
hopefully come out of the worst drought on record so domestically, 
restockers will outstrip supply; and the key ingredient to the trifecta for 
us will be hopefully the weather goes with us and so far, it is.
The Walcha district is full of progressive farmers which all take 
different paths in the running of their properties. A lot of graziers 
improve their country through pasture improvement and selective 
clearing to be able to improve carrying capacities and overall farm 
gate profits. If you improve your asset through these pathways then I 
suggest you take notice of the Native Vegetation regulatory map. This 
map, accessible to anyone gives landholders an aerial view of what 
land will be regulated for improving and which land will be exempt. 
I’m not entirely sure what parameters they use to class each zone, 
but it seems confusing to say the least. Regardless, do yourself a 
favour and download the app, ‘Check My Land’ and it will show you 
the regulatory map that covers your property. Numerous landholders 
have recently found themselves in hot water as approval wasn’t sought 
pre-improving which is as simple as improving an open paddock that 
has never been improved previously. Regardless, the eye in the sky 
and the technology available to monitor land is phenomenal so don’t 
be working in your birthday suit as anything can be caught on camera.
How brazen are thieves getting after breaking into two StabilCorp 
roadworks trucks which were parked on the Flags Road in plain sight. 
The diesel tanks were drained, tools stolen and then the cabs of the 
trucks torched on Sunday night. Not only will the contractor be out of 
pocket, but it will delay the roadworks for an extended period.  What 
is our society coming to when people do these things in our district. 
Livestock markets continue to improve as we see short supply really 
start to bite in the south. Cow prices on Monday hit 384c/kg for 745kg 
cows in Forbes, heavy cows in Tamworth topped at 352c/kg while 
heavy cows in western Victoria topped at 394c/kg and saw bullocks 
make to 445c/kg. Feeder cattle look to be improving weekly, especially 
on AuctionsPlus with local vendors having a huge sale on Friday.  EU 
feeder Angus steers topped at 510c/kg while feeder Angus heifers 
made to 458c/kg with the trucks pointing south this week. 
The national lamb record price was once again broken last week with 
heavy lambs hitting $454, while trade lambs in the south quoted to be 
hitting $12-13/kg in the yards.  

By SIMON NEWTON

SALE REMINDER

FRIDAY 25 JULY

KNOWLA LIVESTOCK 
BULL & FEMALE SALE 

1pm ‘Kanangara’  
3 Whites Road Kia Ora, Gloucester 
 
• 84 Angus Bulls  
• 6 PTIC Stud Heifers
• 100 Commercial Heifers

Interfaced with AuctionsPlus

NOTE: Please contact Elders Walcha if you 
are coming from the West or Northwest for 
best travel directions.

Elders Walcha ..........6774 2603
James Sharpe .....0409 272 490
Allan Laurie .........0455 821 394
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Nutrien Boulton’s Walcha  ■   3n Derby Street Walcha   ■   6777 2044      

Stock and Property Watch 
www.nutrienharcourts.com.au

 

Walcha is set to come alive with colour and community pride as the 
2025 Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour makes its grand stop in town on 
Friday 15 August. From school visits to a vibrant street parade, a 
community afternoon, and an elegant evening reception, the day will 
be packed with unforgettable moments, with the whole community 
invited to be part of it.
Street Parade
The magic begins at 2:30pm, as local school children dressed in 
jockey silks lead a colourful community parade through the streets of 
Walcha.  The iconic Lexus Melbourne Cup trophy will be the feature 
of the parade aboard a horse and cart, with Melbourne Cup winning  
horse trainer Sheila Laxon also aboard.
The parade will include students from Walcha Central and St Patrick’s 
schools, local riders, a police escort, and local horse groups, making 
their way from the Post Office intersection, along Derby and Fitzroy 
Streets, and finishing at McHattan Park, where the celebrations will 
continue.
Community Afternoon at McHattan Park (from 3:30pm)
Following the parade, everyone is invited to gather at McHattan Park 
for a relaxed community gathering filled with stories, speeches, and 
photo opportunities with the Lexus Melbourne Cup. Hear from Sheila 
Laxon as well as a representative from the Victoria Racing Club, 
and experience the magic of seeing the iconic Cup up close. It is a 
wonderful moment for families, friends, and fans to come together.
Evening Reception & Auction – Walcha Bowling Club (from 6pm)
Cap off the day in style at the Walcha Bowling Club for a ticketed civic 
reception featuring guest speakers, a short clip showing the “Making 
of the Cup”, and the presentation of the Breeders’ Cup to Norm 
and Di Bazeley, proud breeders of Knight’s Choice (2024 Lexus 
Melbourne Cup winner). The evening includes canapés, drinks, and 

a community auction supporting local not-for-profit groups.
Tickets are on sale at: www.trybooking.com/1430616
Be Part of the Journey
The Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour is about more than racing, it is about 
celebrating the spirit of community, connection, and champions. 
Whether you are a lifelong racing fan, a proud local, or simply love 
a good parade, this is your chance to be part of Australian sporting 
history.
Mark your calendars for Friday 15 August and come celebrate 
Walcha’s place in the story of the Lexus Melbourne Cup.

The Race that stops a nation is coming to Walcha

Luxury Off-grid Lifestyle Property

Investment Opportunity
4 2 2

Looking for centrally located duplexes that offer space and your very own
secure backyard. Look no further
These duplexes consist of two bedrooms with built ins and your own
private balcony to enjoy the morning sun
Open plan lounge/dining/kitchen, with reverse cycle heating/cooling and
gas points
Bathroom with bath/shower/vanity & separate toilet
Large laundry with under stair storage
Double garages with individual lockup storage
Each unit is fully fenced
Both units are currently let with great tenants in place

1 & 2/4N Semphill Crescent, Walcha NSW

For Sale

$650,000

View on web:

nutrienharcourts.com.au/
23348337

Peta Carter 
M 0407350781 
realestate@boultonswalcha.com.au
Nutrien Harcourts Walcha

FOR 
SALE

Land Size:
865acre
For Sale
Price on application

• 865 acres of grazing land and bush.
• Two storey homestead with 4 bedrooms, Inc 

main bedroom with ensuite. Walk in robes in 
three of the bedrooms.

• Two full bathrooms. 
• Stylish kitchen with walk in pantry.
• New large workshop/double garage with 

remote roller door.
• Water tanks service the garden, orchard and 

fire safety system.
• Sheds/containers are present on the property 

as well as a unique 3 storey cubby house for 
the kids.

• Approx 14ml dam with a small boat shed. 
The dam is stocked with mature silver perch, 
yellowbellies & yabbies.

• Approx 75 acres has been cleared with the 
balance of the country hardwood forest.

2094 Winterbourne Rd, Walcha NSW

Mathew Larkings
M 0427 002 427
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From Council Community Care
Walcha Council Community Care relies heavily on the kindness of the 
community to operate, in the form of volunteering. 
Due to the amazing people in this town we have a fantastic group that 
offer their help in a variety of ways including delivering Meals on Wheels, 
providing transport to people for medical appointments, assistance with 
the operation of groups, providing entertainment, time and resources for 
new learning opportunities and just offering a listening ear to those that 
need a chat. 
To thank this group of selfless individuals we hosted a lunch at the Bowling 
Club and had an amazing meal provided by Di and her crew and drinks 
served by Tom (all of who make sure we can offer affordable outings 
regularly). Thank you all so much for your time and attention to Walcha’s 
seniors- it is so appreciated.

A partnership  
made for business
Clarity begins with one easy conversation.

The NSW Government is here to help. Service NSW Business Bureau 
provides a wide range of services and tools:

• Expert advice and online resources to assist your planning and growth.

• Step-by-step guidance to help you comply with regulations.

• Manage government interactions on the go with the  
Service NSW Business Bureau app.

• Ongoing support available in person, over the phone or online.

Service NSW Business Bureau

Call 13 77 88 to talk to an expert today 
Visit service.nsw.gov.au       Business

www.rocalawagyu.com
Dave Woodley
0427 335 631

National Wagyu 
Bull & Female Sale

Roma QLD

Thursday 31 July 2025
11am (AEST), AuctionsPlus

13 Two year old Rocala Wagyu Bulls 
Free transport to Walcha and Northern Tablelands for all 

Rocala bulls purchased
Visit www.rocalawagyu.com for more details

Volunteer appreciation luncheon
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6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.au

REAL ESTATE & LIVESTOCK 
pitt.son.walcha@bigpond.com 

www.pittsons.com.au

OFFICE 6777 2000
Sam Payne 0428 667 404
Ron Vincent 0427 775 821

Something Special

  3     1     1 $460,000

• Three bedrooms built-ins to 
main 

• Lounge room with wood fire, air 
con and gas heating

• Lovely spacious sunroom
• Kitchen with dishwasher
• Bathroom with shower, vanity 

and toilet
• Spacious undercover 

entertaining and BAR-B-Q area
• Neat, tidy yard

• Lock up garage with electric 
door and rainwater tank

• This home has been recently 
painted by prof. painter and 
everything is in perfect condition

• Second toilet
• Under floor heating in bathroom

Great views over town

  3     1     1 $565,000

• Three generous size 
bedrooms all with built-ins 

• Kitchen combines with dining 
area and has wood fire

• Spacious loungeroom
• New bathroom 

• Lovely sunroom on NE corner 
• Second toilet 
• Fully covered BAR-B-Q area
• Open Verandah on north side 

with great outlook 
• Very large block 

Dark’s Plumbing Pipes 
Up with top honours

Last week Cross Bros. 
Butchery won the title of Best 
Butcher in the New England, 
and this week Dark’s 
Plumbing have clinched 
the title of Best Plumbers 
in the New England as part 
of the New England Times 
competition.
They didn’t just win by a 
vote or two, they were more 
than 50 ahead, which is a 
testament to the support they 
have in our local community.  
Voters were very impressed 
by the service provided by 
Adam Dark and his team of Tim Baumer, Harry Partridge, and support team of Arokiya 
Dark and Leonie Wall.  Voters comments included: “Excellent service. I mean excellent. 
Weekends, public holidays, any time of day. Then they ring to check if the problem has 
been fixed.”  Another voter added: “They come when needed, they fix problems, and all of 
their staff are respectful to customers and to each other.”
Voters were also impressed by the way the business supports the local community and is a 
great sponsor of local sporting clubs, with one voter commenting: “ Great community spirit, 
customer service and attention to detail.”
Adam said it was great to hear that they had won and thanked his customers and crew.
“A big thank you to Tim, Harry, Leonie and Roke for all their help and hard work. The 
business would not be what it is without them,” Adam said.
“Thanks to our customers for their support over the last 5 years.”

Tree Yarning
The Tree Yarning project in McHattan Park 
which was created as a part of the Winter 
Festival has drawn interest by visitors to the 
park over the school holidays.

Riverview residents David and Fred enjoyed 
some sunshine this week and took a look at 
the work which the children loved producing.
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ANDREW & NORAH CASS
0428 286 660 | 0487 282 109

anccharolais.com.au

LOT 9 - PP

LOT 30 - P

LOT 90 - P

LOT 105 - P

LOT 118 - H

BULLS
132

HEIFERS
48

FREE DELIVERY see catalogue

FRIDAY 29th AUGUST 2025
ON-PROPERTY 12 NOON
GULUGUBA 4418 QLD

ANC CHAROLAIS
now at ‘BINDAWALLA’

TOPDALE ROAD WALCHA

Supercharge your career!     Discover your potential!     Seize the opportunity!

Are you aged 19 to 27?  Are you a parent of someone 19 to 27?  Do you have employees 
aged 19 to 27.  Does your club want to promote members aged 19 to 27?  Do you know a 
promising young person aged 19 to 27?
What’s so special about being 19 to 27?  The answer is that you can take advantage of Rotary 
Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA).  Since 1970, RYLA has provided a life-enhancing boost to 
hundreds and hundreds of young people from every walk of life.  
The objective of RYLA is to empower participants with self-awareness, confidence and 
leadership skills.  Many former RYLA participants have benefited in ways far beyond the 
course objective.  Whether you are from a disadvantaged background or from a privileged 
family or anywhere in between, RYLA can give you something special.  RYLA helps young 
people make the most of what life has to offer.  Now is your chance to seize the opportunity!
The program takes the form of a residential camp run over seven days (4th to 11th October 
– delayed due to flooding in May) at Yarra Adventure Park, Stuarts Point, near Macksville.  
It fosters skills in many areas including understanding human behaviour, social interaction, 
committee function, presentation skills, public speaking, human values, leadership, lifestyle 
challenges, communication and organisation. There are also physical activities designed to 
provide fun whilst engaging in trust building and team building.  The dedicated volunteers 
who run the course are professionals in their area of expertise and work along with past 
RYLArians to make up the team of instructors and mentors.
Walcha Rotary will contribute $1,000 towards the total cost of $1,450 and in certain 
circumstances will consider additional assistance. 
A wealth of further information and application details can be found by Googling:

RYLA District 9660
Applications close 5th September.
Please contact Walcha Rotary members Andrew Burgess (0408 772 102) or 
Andrew Corlette (0412 667 789) to enquire/register your interest.

Rotary Youth  
Leadership Awards
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WOMENS 
Walcha Rugby Club celebrated a historic milestone with the Walcha Ewes 
inaugural women’s rugby match against Robb College, played as part of 
the vibrant Walcha Ladies Day at Peter Fenwicke Oval. This landmark 
event marked the first-ever women’s game for the Walcha Rams, drawing 
a passionate crowd and showcasing the strength and spirit of the women in 
the club. 
Led out by the empowering Robyn Broadbent, Walcha set the tone early with 
her relentless performance in both attack and defence. Broadbent’s powerful 
carries broke through the Robb College line, while her bone-crunching tackles 
left opponents reeling, cementing her as a force on the field. Equally dynamic, 
Ellie Clarke was a standout, chasing down every loose ball and ripping into 
the Robb College team with unyielding energy, disrupting their rhythm and 
inspiring her teammates. Lacey Newton orchestrated the Ewes’ attack with 
composure, distributing the ball effectively to keep the team moving forward, 
along with Bonnie Brown, who dictated momentum in the wider channels, the 
two linked well, showcasing their skills and talent. 
A historic moment came when Charlotte Scales scored the first EVER try for 
the Walcha women’s team, etching her name in history and Walcha folklore. 
The match’s defining moment came from Karina Partridge, who delivered the 
hit of the year—a thunderous collision that, as local legend has it, required 
OK Earthmoving to bring an excavator in to dig the unfortunate Robb player 
out of the turf! 
Tahlia Bird anchored the defence with her organisational skills and 
communication, making crucial covering tackles to thwart Robb’s advances. 
Lilly Stace proved difficult to stop, her quick feet dancing past defenders to 
create opportunities, while Megan Tisdell, undoubtedly one of the top two 
rugby players in her family, powered over the gain line with consistent, bruising 
runs. However, as the match wore on, fitness levels began to tell, and Robb 
College’s depth allowed them to pull away in the latter stages. The final score 
saw Robb College triumph. Walcha Ewes 10 Robb College 30. 
This historic match was a monumental achievement for the Walcha Ewes, 
who left the field with heads held high. The entire club and community salute 
the Ewes for their trailblazing effort on this unforgettable Ladies Day. Points 3 
Ellie Clarke (Players Player), 2 Robyn Broadbent and 1 Bonnie Brown. 
FIRST GRADE
Both teams came out firing, with bone-jarring collisions setting the tone for 
a fiercely contested match. The game began with Walcha conceding early 
penalties, handing Robb College a strong attacking platform and forcing 
the Rams into a defensive stance. Sam Colwell was immense in the early 
exchanges showing intent and aggression in defence, repelling the Robb 
attack. Despite the pressure, the Rams found their rhythm, settling into their 
structure and shifting the game into Robb’s half. A moment of brilliance from 
Eddie Pitt turned the tide, as he snatched an intercept and raced 60 metres to 
score, opening the Rams’ account and igniting the crowd. 
With momentum on their side, Walcha began to dominate territory, piling 
pressure on the Robb defence. Cole Tweedy and Toby Marshall led the charge 
with powerful carries and relentless work rate, securing prime field position for 
the Rams. The forwards rolled up their sleeves in the tight exchanges, sucking 
in Robb defenders and creating space out wide. This set the stage for Mosese 
Tuvou to capitalize, darting through for a try on the wing. 
Nathan Cullinan was a rock in defence, organising the line with authority and 
racking up a huge number of tackles to keep Robb at bay. At halftime, the 
scoreboard read a tight Walcha 18, Robb 17. The second half saw a stop-start 
affair, with Walcha struggling to maintain their fluency and put Robb away. 
Handling errors and lapses in execution disrupted their flow, allowing Robb 
to stay in the fight. Ritchie Hunt stepped up with a series of bruising runs, 
churning out hard-earned post-contact metres to keep the Rams pushing 
forward. Matty Tisdell had a standout game, seamlessly linking the backs 
and forwards while throwing himself into big tackles in defence. Ross Monie 
matched his teammates’ intensity, delivering a high work rate and making 
crucial hits to stem Robb’s attacks. Despite Walcha’s efforts and strong 
patches of play, Robb College proved too clinical, capitalizing on the Rams’ 
mistakes to take control in the closing stages. The final score saw Robb 
emerge victorious, 29-23. Handling errors and a lack of cohesive execution 

ultimately cost Walcha, who showed flashes of brilliance but couldn’t string 
together a complete performance. 
Points 3 Toby Marshall, 2 Billy Porter and 1 Matty Tisdell. 
Players Player Ross Monie and Billy Porter.

SECOND GRADE
The Walcha Rams Reserve Grade continued their unbeaten rampage through 
the season, demolishing Robb College 71-0 in a commanding performance. 
The resounding victory further solidified the Reggies’ position at the top of 
the table, showcasing a team firing on all cylinders and gelling like a well-
oiled machine. From the opening whistle, the Rams played with a unity and 
cohesion that overwhelmed their opponents. Every player contributed across 
the park, with seamless teamwork evident in their relentless attack and 
impenetrable defence. 
The tone was set up front by the Rams’ forwards, who established their 
dominance early, driving Robb College back with ferocious scrummaging 
and powerful rucking. Jack Power was a juggernaut in attack, consistently 
smashing through the gain line with brute force, leaving defenders grasping at 
air. Connor Rogers matched Power’s intensity, making life unbearable for the 
Robb defence with his hard, direct carries that bent the line and created space 
for his teammates. Enda Love caused havoc, his destructive runs cutting 
through the Robb defence like a hot knife through butter, leaving a trail of 
broken tackles in his wake. Captain Stephen MacAnally delivered his finest 
performance in a Rams jersey, leading with composure and tactical nous. His 
decision-making was flawless, consistently choosing the right options to keep 
Robb on the back foot while dictating the game’s tempo with authority. Brent 
Clarke complemented MacAnally, controlling the game with a calm hand, 
ensuring the Rams played in the right areas of the field and distributing the ball 
crisply to unleash the backline. Nick Rogers, as ever, was a constant attacking 
threat, adding a thunderous “don’t argue” fend to his growing highlight reel, 
brushing off would be defenders, a real treat for the ladies on ladies day. 
From the set piece to open play, the Reggies were relentless, their teamwork 
and cohesion proving too much for their opponents. The 71-0 scoreline 
reflected not just their individual brilliance but the strength of their collective 
squad, as they continue to set the standard in the competition. The Walcha 
Reggies have become a pleasure to watch playing a heads up expansive 
brand of rugby that everyone loves to watch.
Points 3 Steve McAnally, 2 Connor Rogers and 1 Jack Power. 

THIRD GRADE
The Walcha Rams 3rd Grade took on the Walcha Barbarians in an electrifying 
7s rugby match to kick off the Walcha Ladies Day at Captain Cook Oval. With 
Robb College unable to field a 3rd-grade side, the Walcha boys turned the 
occasion into a spirited local derby, splitting their squad to face off in a fast-
paced sevens format that thrilled the festive crowd. The standout performers 
from each team were Will Hyles and Digby Bell, who lit up the field with their 
blistering pace. Both players showcased their try-scoring prowess, weaving 
through the defence to notch multiple tries and keep the scoreboard ticking. 
However, the 7s contest proved a challenge for the burley lads Tom Hoy and 
Jack Alcock. The big men, more accustomed to the tight confines of traditional 
15s rugby, may have wished for a smaller pitch. Despite the demands of the 
format, their efforts in the set pieces and physical presence added a gritty 
edge to the contest. The game was played in good spirits and both teams 
enjoyed the opportunity to have a run around.
Points 3 Will Gunn,  2 Will Hyles and 1 Digby Bell.

NEXT WEEK
First Grade will enjoy a well-earned bye, while Reserve Grade gears up to 
face the newly formed Dorrigo Rangers at Peter Fenwicke Oval. Expect 
another cracking day of rugby action at home.
A massive thank you to all the supporters and volunteers who turned out for 
Walcha Ladies Day, making it a historic and memorable occasion. Your support 
brought the event to life, and we’re grateful for everyone who contributed. A 
special shout-out to the Walcha Ewes for their outstanding performance in 
their debut match—well played, and the entire club is proud of your efforts.

RUGBY REPORT WALCHA v ROBB
By Eric the Spider

Red: TA Field Estate P/L, Davidson Cameron & Co, Elder Rural Services,  
Super Moto New England, Agriforce Machinery and Marchant Bros.
White: Branga Plains Pastoral Co, S.N. Nivison, Nutrien Boultons,  
Nerstane Merino Stud, MTA Travel, The Bolt Inn, Sarah Day MTA Travel,  
Walcha Hire, Richos Rural and Peter Norbury Motors.
Club: Merlanie Pastoral Co, D&C Kermode, DW & AM Cameron,  
Thomas Foods, Walcha Vet Supplies, Ben Nevis Angus, Walcha Law and 
Commercial Hotel.

Major Sponsors



OPEN DAY
TAMAC STUD

This Saturday 26 July   9am-11am 
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Congratulations to the 13 ladies who 
made history for the Walcha Rugby Club 
when they played Robb College at Peter 
Fenwicke Oval last Saturday. Karina 
Partridge, Katlyn Gollan, Megan Tisdell, 
Tahlia Bird, Lilly Stace, Ellie Clarke, Robyn 
Broadbent, Bonnie Brown, Lacey Newton, 
Katie Williams, Jess Taylor, Charlotte Scale 
and Molly Franklin all played well in front 
of a great ‘Ladies Day’ crowd. Good job by 
referee Steph Lennon along with the girls’ 
coaches Andrew Crawford and Sam Payne.

•••
What an experience for local 6 year old 
Aussie Rules player Jake McKenna and his 
family when they attended the AFL game 
between the Sydney Swans and North 
Melbourne at the Sydney Cricket Ground 
last Saturday. Thanks to Matt Pine at the 
New England Nomads Jake was the only kid 
from N.E. to take part in an Auskick exhibition 
match at halftime in the main game. And 
there was no prouder person on the planet 
than his old man Matt who officiated as goal 
umpire in Jake’s match. 

•••
Both Jake’s older brother Shaun and 
sister Olivia, who are attending boarding 
school in Geelong, play Aussie Rules 
representing their schools’ 1st grade teams. 

Jake did mention to Shaun that he was the 
first out of the two to play on the S.C.G.

•••
The Walcha Squash Club was represented 
by 15 players when they travelled to Uralla to 
take on the hosts in their annual competition 
last Wednesday night. Walcha had a good 
win 11-4 and would like to thank the Uralla 
Squash Club for hosting the evening 
particularly Michael Boyd and Paul Byrnes.

•••
Although no individual scores were 
available bus driver Will Nicholls Lachlan 
Brown, James Norton, John Byrne, Robbie 
Burnett, Henry Williams, Robyn Broadbent, 
Jim Boyd, Marco Zavaglio, Katrina Campbell, 
Danielle Hoy, Jim Nivison, Deanne Baines, 
Matt and Shaun McKenna were the Walcha 
players to participate.

•••
Five Walcha Golf Club members Bill 
Fletcher, Simeon Cross, Peter Norbury, Willy 
and Wayne Brennan were joined by Uralla’s 
Charlie Murray along with Coastal Ring Ins 
and former Walcha residents Michael Fraser 
and Steph Sweeney when they travelled to 
Kooralbyn Golf Resort last week. Charlie 
carded the best score on the first day when 
he racked up 36 points, a couple better then 
Simeon on 34 points. Most improved was 

Peter Norbury who managed just 8 points on 
Day 1 only to back up with 30 points on Day 
2. There was a mention ‘Granite’ must have 
only played 9 holes on Day 1. See Peter for 
how he did it. 

•••
The Walcha/Uralla Cricket Club are 
holding their annual Presentation Day at the 
Commercial Hotel this Sunday from 12 noon 
for both Senior and Junior players. In fact 
Senior trophies will also be awarded for the 
2023/24 season as no presentations were 
made then. All our cricketers from the past 
two seasons are invited to attend the prize 
giving afternoon.  

•••
Big Wigs of the Week Round 20 - Bowling 
Club - G.T. Natty; Newie - Lisa Swanton, 
Wilba Haslem, Audi Dunn; T.B.W Cafe - 
Miles Lawrence, Lisa Swanton; (All picked 
the Card) Vet Supplies - Raya Kirby, Pete 
King, Jason Scott; Apsley - Cherryl Cameron, 
Katie Smith, Mick O’Reilly, Mick White, Ryan 
Withers, Ian Cameron, Beau Smith, Kilgore 
Trout, Barry Partridge, Normie Goodwin, 
Todd Cross and A.J. Cross (all 14 points).

•••
Special mention to my niece and Newie 
tipster Audi Dunn who certainly went from 
one end of the scale to the other in the 
last two weeks. In round 19 Aud managed 
to select just one winner but in Round 20 
bounced big time to Pick the Card. Good on 
ya ‘Audrey’.  

with AJ Cross

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Design the life you want and let us take care of the rest…. 

Introducing Paul Macfarlane and Wealth Architects 
Tamworth, now succeeding Greig Meyer and PKF Wealth. 

 
Paul, a seasoned financial planner and principal of Wealth 
Architects, serves the Tamworth and Walcha communities. 

Reach out to our office to see how Paul can help you 
achieve your financial, retirement, and investment goals. 

 

 

     Tamworth         Walcha 

     22-24 Bourke Street        12 Derby Street 

     Tamworth NSW 2340       Walcha NSW 2354 

Ph: 02 6768 4560 

Wealth Architects Tamworth 
is a Corporate Authorised Representative (001247176) 
 of Insight Investment Services Pty Ltd, AFSL 309 996.  
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     Tamworth         Walcha 

     22-24 Bourke Street        12 Derby Street 

     Tamworth NSW 2340       Walcha NSW 2354 

Ph: 02 6768 4560 

Wealth Architects Tamworth 
is a Corporate Authorised Representative (001247176) 
 of Insight Investment Services Pty Ltd, AFSL 309 996.  

Introducing Paul Macfarlane 
and Wealth Architects 
Tamworth, now succeeding 
Greig Meyer and PKF Wealth.
Paul, a seasoned financial 
planner and principal of 
Wealth Architects, serves 
the Tamworth and Walcha 
communities. 

Reach out to our office to see 
how Paul can help you achieve 
your financial, retirement, and 
investment goals.

Tamworth
22 – 24 Bourke St Tamworth 2340 

Walcha
12 Derby St Walcha 2354

P: 6768 4560
Wealth Architects Tamworth is a 
Corporate Authorised Representative 
(001247176) of Insight Investment 
Services Pty Ltd, AFSL 309 996.

Design the life you want and  
let us take care of the rest. HORSES FOR SALE

• Shetland pony coloured 7yrs old
• Piebald pony 5 years old
• Grey brumby filly 1 year old, limited handling
• Chestnut mare 10 years old, companion horse  
• Brown pony mare
• Brown thoroughbred mare
• 3x Standard breed geldings    

Quiet companion horses
• Standard breed mare
• 3 x thoroughbred riding horses 15 to 16 hands

563 Aberbaldie Road Walcha
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Bowls
Congratulations to Ross Bellinger who is the new B grade 
champion. Ross defeated Matt Andrews 31 to 22 in the 
final. Well done to both players. A grade for you next year 
Ross.
One game on Thursday, Barry Kliendienst & John 
McCormack were too solid for Noel Goodwin & Jonny 
Watts.
Two local teams played in the Urunga carnival last 
weekend. They had a great weekend but no chocolates. 
Ex Walcha player PT Clarke and his brother were in the 
winning team.
The final rounds of Triples will be played on 2nd August.

Ladies Bowls 
The final to the three bowls pairs championships was 
played last Monday and the score changed hands 
numerous times until the last three ends which Carmel and 
Lee won to give them the win 22-18 over Wendy and Lyn.  
This is three finals in which Wendy has been runner-up 
this year.
On Thursday two games of pairs was played with Jan and 
Lyn defeating Marie and Pam 12-9.  In the other game 
Janice played twice and was defeated by Rosie and Lee 
15-7.
Coming events are Tamworth City Ladies Day 7th August, 
West Tamworth Mixed 4’s Bowls Carnival on the 4th and 
5th October. Both these are on the notice board. 

Sheets are on the board for anyone interested in the 
regional Fours and Triples to put their name down.
The Club Ladies Bowls AGM is Thursday 21st August with 
nominations closing on the 14th August.
Club affiliation fees are now due and are $90.00 to be paid 
to Carmel. 
Four bowl pairs competition will commence this week, with 
3 teams nominated, it will be played as a round robin.
Draw: Thursday 24 July: Carmel & Pam v Jan & Rosie - 
9am and Lee & Marie v Carmel & Pam - 1pm.
Thursday 31 July:  Jan & Rosie v Lee & Marie - 9 am

Wednesday Golf
It was a playoff last Wednesday that decided the result of 
the Captains trophy stroke round. Three players all came 
in on 74 nett, which meant a playoff took place, as the 
Captains trophy is one of our major trophies.
Penny King, Pauline Carter and Robyn Salt saddled up 
for the deciding three holes, and congratulations to Robyn 
Salt who was the winner of the decider.
Pauline and Penny were sweepstakes winners and 
Anthea Macpherson was our fourth sweepstake winner 
with 75 nett.
The putting was won by Jill Burnell accumulating 25 putts, 
and Polly Locke was NTP on Hole 3, and Sally McCormack 
on Hole 16.
Monthly mugs were won by Jenny Lisle, 0-21, Penny King 
22-29, and Pauline Carter 30-45.
Today we are playing par for a trophy donated by Ruth 
Fletcher.
On Saturday a junior golf Clinic was held here with a full 
house of 20 young golf enthusiasts. Our Northern NSW 
regional manager, Sophie Cusack ran the clinic.
Part of Sophie’s role is Junior development, and it was 
wonderful to have her here to deliver this junior golf 
program.

The children enjoyed a fun-filled hour of developing their 
skills, followed by a sausage sizzle.
Sophie indicated that another clinic will be held in the third 
term School holidays.
She is also going to look into maybe running an older 
group for 13-17 year olds, in the afternoon to follow the 
younger group.

At the Nineteenth 
A stableford round was contested last Sunday for a 
trophy donated by James Norton where Will Archdale 
accumulated 40 points to run out a fairly comfortable 
winner by three points from runner up on countback Anne 
Martin on 37 pts. 
Sweepstakes went to Margaret Davidson 37, Jenny Lisle 
36, Pauline Carter 35, David Sweeney 35, Armidale visitor 
Amanda Carr 34, Vicki Heffernan 34, Michael Stackman 
33 and Don Brooks 33. 
A field of 31 teed off including three other Armidale players 
former Walcha resident Dimity Fenwicke, Kay Nash and 
Lexie Archer along with Uralla duo Marj Chappell and 
Margaret Macready who were all ticking off their away 
game in the Graham Betts competition.
Sharpest shooters at the pins were Kay Nash (3) who by 
all accounts missed a hole in one by a matter of a few 
millimetres and Andrew Robertson (9). 
Chief organiser of the weekly 9 hole competition, John 
McCormack reports there was no play last Saturday as he 
and Vicki Heffernan were the only players that turned up.
Regional Manager of Golf NSW Sophie Cusack conducted 
a clinic for 7 to 13 year olds last Saturday where a full 
house of 20 players attended. Another clinic is planned for 
the September School Holidays including a session for an 
older group 13 to 17 year olds. 
This Sunday is a Par round where Craig Morgan is in 
charge of supplying the prize.



In Memoraim 
Greg Gregory Dewar 

McRae Schaefer
26/08/1958 - 
25/07/2023

We hope you are 
flying high with 
the wind under 

your sails. 
Sadly missed

Your mates from 
Walcha

Alex (Dida) Lordanic 
Your life was a blessing
Your memory a treasure

You are loved beyond words
And missed beyond measure 

Gladys and family

Meetings
Walcha Support Group Thursday 31st 
July 1.30pm. WCCC Rooms Middle Street. 
Relaxation 12.30pm, Lunch (BYO) 1pm, 
Meeting 1.30pm.  All Welcome. 

Meetings (Cont)
Walcha Garden Club AGM and Monthly 
meeting Friday 1st August 2025, commencing 
9.30am at the Walcha Tennis Club. Enquiries: 
P.Hoy 0428 772 822,  D.Lisle 0429 799 083. 
New members most welcome.

Nowendoc Tennis Club would like to invite 
the community and friends to their AGM and 
general meeting. Sunday 27th July. BBQ  
supplied. Please contact Jenny 0429 231 287.

Public Notice 
DR GENEVIEVE FREER

Phone 6777 2068  0429 668 583

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE
Monday-Friday 6am- late

Preschool drop off and pick up available.
Full day care available 

Bec Hoy 0400 881 775 for more details.

Position Vacant
We’re seeking a reliable and motivated 
Stationhand to join our team in a mixed sheep 
and cattle operation. Cottage available and 
own dogs required. For more information, or 
to apply, please send your CV to mirani@
mirani.com.au.
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45ft flat top ● 45ft single deck cattle float ●26mtr B Double
19mtr mini B Double ● Low Loader available for hire

Call us for  

your large  

Transport  
needs

Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077 
Brian Smith 0427 780 216

	To Fiona for the marvellous work she 
does promoting local business and our 
community.

	To the Walcha Rugby Club who put on 
a fantastic Ladies Day last Saturday.

	To the Walcha Ladies team who played 
the first game for the Rugby Club, well 
done girls what a crowd pleaser.

	A huge thank you to Diana Lisle and 
her wonderful volunteers who attended 
the rose pruning demonstration on a 
cold and wet Friday at Riverview. The 
residents and staff greatly appreciate 
your efforts and are looking forward to 
seeing the roses in full bloom!

	A big shout out to Rob Powell and 
his team at Council for organising a 
trailer for the green waste. It is much 
appreciated.

To the person who stole the flowers 
from the public toilets twice recently.

 Contributions will be received in 
person, by phone or email and must 
be accompanied by your name and 
contact details. They will be printed 
at the discretion of the editor.

Oxley Highway scheduled 
closures extended

Motorists are advised that ongoing restoration work and scheduled 
weekly closures of the Oxley Highway have been extended until the 
end of November 2025, weather permitting.
The weekly scheduled road closure times are:
• Every Tuesday to Thursday from 7am to 4.30pm
• Every Friday from 7am to 3pm
The closure points are at Fenwicks Road, Yarrowitch and Forbes 
River Road, Yarras.
There will be no closures on weekends, Mondays, NSW school 
holidays and public holidays.
The road closure will also be lifted for special event dates below:
• August: Thursday 7 to Friday 8, Thursday 14 to Friday 22
• NSW school holidays (27 September to 13 October)
• Friday 24 October
• November: Thursday 4 to Friday 7, Wednesday 12 to Friday 14.

The road will remain open during the above times under 60km/h 
reduced speed limit with sections of single lane alternating traffic flow 
arrangements.
Transport for NSW encourages motorists to plan their trips around 
these closures, avoid the area during work hours and defer travel if 
possible.
For more information on the recovery work on the Oxley Highway, 
visit https://www.livetraffic.com/incident-details/222355, download 
the Live Traffic NSW app or call 132 701.
To receive updates direct to your phone, search for ‘Mount Seaview’ 
in your Live Traffic app, select the incident and click ‘Follow’.



Highly qualified and  
experienced plumber
All aspects of Plumbing  
and Gas Fitting
Wood heater installation
Roofing and Guttering 
Gold License No 59555C

Nick 0418 691 306
nickmoore203@yahoo.com.au
Katy 0422 034 660

Nick Moore  
PLUMBING & EXCAVATION SERVICES
WALCHA & SURROUNDING AREAS
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Scott Kermode
0427 100 889

services TTREETOPREETOP  

AQF3 ARBORIST
Tree lopping & removal
Truck 
Bobcat
Post hole digger
Trencher
Woolshed Cleaning 

treetopservices@bigpond.com

CHIROPRACTOR
K Samantha Goor

B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq) 
Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am 

6777 1340
Andrew: 0427 549 748

Toni: 0421 972 354

TIM  - 0415 668 791
bmr4@bigpond.net.au. 

Roof  Plumber
Licence 1002472 

RURAL BUILDING REPAIRS  
HOME MAINTENANCE

GUTTERING – DOWNPIPES

Building Maintenance Roofing

Andrew McGuffog

CONTRACT 
FENCING

NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL
• All types of rural fencing
• Caterpillar Skidsteer hire 
with a range of implements
Andrew ....... 0428 360 985
James ......... 0412 800 451

A G W 
RURAL CONTRACTING

GPS Equipped boom spraying
Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748

PATRICK STACE – WALCHA
Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595

DISCLAIMER LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are submitted on the condition that The Walcha 
Telecottage as the publisher of The Apsley Advocate may edit and has the right to, and license 
third parties to reproduce in electronic form and communicate these letters. They are published 
at the discretion of the Editor and Board. The Apsley Advocate is printed by The Walcha 
Telecottage, PO Box 116 Walcha NSW 2354. Phone 6777 1111 Fax 6777 1112. The Walcha 
Technology Co Operative Limited, the Editor and Staff of this Newspaper have published any 
article here-in in good faith and bear no responsibility in respect to the accuracy of the information 
contained in such article. Any person or persons publishing material in this Newspaper do so 
in the knowledge that they shall personally accept any responsibility for the accuracy and other 
correctness of such articles and also accept full responsibility for the legal consequences if it be 
found that the article contains any inaccuracies in the contents of any such articles. 
DEADLINE MONDAY 4.30PM Editor: Anthea Macpherson. Advertising/Sport: Rosalie Gibson, 
Megan Scrivener, Joscisca Matapakia and Kate Connors.

ANGLICAN 
July 27 - Lord’s Supper 9.30am

Phone 6777 2543 or email: 
walchaanglican@gmail.com

PRESBYTERIAN 
Walcha, every Sunday 9.30am,  
Youth Group every Saturday 5pm – 7pm, 
during term time.  
All welcome. Phone 6777 539.

CATHOLIC 
Sunday Mass 10.00am

New England New England IT IT 

ONSITEONSITE  COMPUTER COMPUTER 
SERVICE SERVICE ++ SALES SALES
Tim Sutton  Tim Sutton  0414 874 5230414 874 523

6777 2066 
info@walchalaw.com.au

– Local lawyers for over 76 years – 
Incorporating Patterson Byfield and Bryen

• PROPERTY • ESTATES • WILLS 
• POWER OF ATTORNEY & 

ENDURING GUARDIAN DRAFTING 
• FAMILY LAW & MEDIATION

Sophie Thomson - Director
James Levingston - Solicitor

117E Fitzroy Street
General Maintenance  Servicing  Pink 

Slips  Wheel Alignments & More 
Monday – Friday 

 6777 2944

PETER NORBURY 
MOTORS MECHANICAL



Wayne Hoy: 0427 281 060 

Matthew Hoy: 0427 322 640 

Aaron Bullen: 0409 776 340

GPS & Auto Steer Equipped
 

Remote Aerial Spraying & Spreading
4x4 Truck & Boomspray, Quikspray Trailers

4x4 Tractors & Casotti's

SPRAYING   EXCAVATING
EARTHMOVING

Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport  
Jason 0427 490 487 • Jamie 0429 771 351

 02 6777 2024   marchantbros@bigpond.com 
www.marchantbros.com.au
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FIREWOOD AVAILABLE 
DELIVERING NOW

  

Thursday 24  12.00pm – Close

BOWLS 9.30am Ladies, 1pm Social

Friday 25 2.00pm – Close

2.00PM 2.00PM BINGOBINGO 6.00PM 6.00PM BISTROBISTRO
66pmpm Raffle tickets meat & vege trays  Raffle tickets meat & vege trays 

6.30PM 6.30PM FREE BINGO  BINGO 
7.00PM 7.00PM Raffles and Members drawRaffles and Members draw

BISTRO
• Homemade Rissoles
• Greek Lamb Casserole
• Baked Fish Topped with Garlic 

Butter Prawns 
• Delicious desserts
Home deliveries - town limits only 

CATERING NEEDS   
Dianna - 0412 536 760 or 5722 6003

Saturday 26 11.00am – Close

5.00PM 5.00PM BISTROBISTRO

Sunday 27 11.00am – Close

12.00PM 12.00PM BISTRO BISTRO 
RaffleRaffle  tickets from 12pm, tickets from 12pm, 

drawn 1.00pm.drawn 1.00pm.

Do you live in Walcha Shire?  If so you MUST be a member to enter the Club 
Social Membership $15. Full Membership $120. PHONE 6777 2077

$1000
YOU MUST BE A MEMBER 

YOU MUST BE A MEMBER 

FOR 2024/2025 TO BE  

FOR 2024/2025 TO BE  

ELIGIBLE TO WIN

ELIGIBLE TO WIN

WALCHA

BULK WATER DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

A FULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT & 
EARTHMOVING

Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, gravel available,  
road building, site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.
Check out our website for the full range of machinery,  

attachments and services available.

SPECIALISING IN ROAD CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

Peter O’Keefe : 0429 944 821
Will O’Keefe : 0488 925 845

Proudly servicing Walcha and surrounding districts for over 30 years

• Bulldozers
• Excavator 2t - 30t
• Truck and Dogs
• Gravel supply
• Graders 
• Rollers

• Skid steers + multiple 
attachments

• Forestry mulching
• Land development
• Large Dam 

construction

Memberships are now 
due:

$15 Social member  
$50 Club bowls member  
$120 Full bowls member 

Coming up 
This Saturday – Winter 

Wonderland Ball 
$30 a ticket for a 2 course 

meal, trivia, prizes and 
dancing, dinner served at 

6pm.



TUESDAY 12    AUGUSTTH

Ben Nevis Angus
Open Day 
"Mingary" 645 Brackendale Rd, Walcha 
10am - 2pm 

MONDAY 18  AUGUSTTH

Highrent Angus
Open Day, Bull Inspections
12524 Oxley Hwy, Yarrowitch
10am - 2pm

FRIDAY 8   AUGUSTTH

Southcote Shorthorns 
Bull Sale
13707 Oxley Hwy, Walcha 
10:30am Inspections,1:00pm Sale Start

WEDNESDAY 13  AUGUSTTH

Hazeldean 
New England Bull Sale 
Bective Station 2684 Oxley
Hwy,Tamworth
10:30am Inspections, 1:00pm Sale Start

FRIDAY 22  AUGUSTND

Highrent Angus
Bull Sale
AuctionsPlus Only , 1:30pm 

WEDNESDAY 10   SEPTEMBERTH

Ben Nevis Angus
Bull Sale 
"Mingary" 645 Brackendale Rd, Walcha
10:30am Inspections,1:00pm Sale Start

Contacts
Nutrien Boulton’s Walcha 
Mat Larkings - 0427 002 427 
Simon Newton - 0467 660 320
Miles Archdale - 0428 660 326
Dan Coulthurst -  0419 879 793 

Bull Sale Season 2025

NutrienAgSolutions.com.au

Nutrien Boulton’s Wauchope
John Corrigan  - 0427 871 157
Andrew Lawrence - 0447 116 638

Ben Nevis Angus 


