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Forty years of service and 
dedication to Walcha

Forty years ago, John and Margaret 
Cross purchased a humble 
engineering shop from Lindsay 
McMillan, better known simply as 
'Linmac'.
Over the decades Linmac Engineering 
has expanded its footprint and its 
purpose, building the mechanic shop, 
retail shop, and upstairs workspace. 
At one point a second shopfront was 
operated on the corner of Derby and 
Fitzroy Street, now home to Walcha 
Pumps and Irrigation. 
John said, "from the beginning, we 
listened to the needs of our town and 
responded by expanding our services 
and taking on agencies that mattered 
to the community, such as CountryLink, 
a vital service for Walcha." Going 
on to say, "We've proudly provided 
employment opportunities throughout 
the years, supporting long-standing 
staff and training over 15 apprentices, 
helping them build meaningful careers 
in the trades. 
Our motto has always been:  
"You need it – we make it" and we've 
lived by that. From truck bodies and 
tippers to stick-rakes for bulldozers, 
pasture rollers, rock rollers, and our 
famous ute trays seen all across NSW, 
we've delivered quality craftsmanship 
to agriculture, heavy and light 
machinery, and beyond." 
With heartfelt gratitude from John 
and Margaret: "To all the staff who 
have been part of our journey, thank 
you. To our current team Stephen 
Goodwin, Tracey Hoy, Lisa Green, 

Brian Mansfield, and Lisa Zordrager. Your dedication means the 
world to us." 
"To our customers, suppliers, and the entire Walcha community: 
thank you for your trust, your loyalty, and your friendship. We wish 
you all continued success and prosperity in the years ahead." 
All the best to the new owners.  We will still see John as he continues 
to drive the connecting bus service to the Walcha Road train station 
for the community.

MICHAEL McHUGH 
BA LLB (Hons)

Acc. Specialist - Property Law 
Australian Legal Practitioner

Property Law & Conveyancing 
Company & Business Law 

Dispute Resolution 
Succession Planning 

Wills and Estate

17/429 Peel Street, Tamworth 

WALCHA 
By Appointment
6768 0888 

0418 658 217

mmchugh@lawexchange.com.au 
www.lawexchange.com.au

Quota Club of Walcha would 
like to invite all the ladies 
to a day of relaxation and 

entertainment!

$40 per person
Price includes 

Complimentary glass of 
champagne, canapes, 

lunch, tea & coffee.
All money raised will 

support our local charities.

RSVP: Friday 5th September
Pam Makeham: 0429 772 419
Chris Hamel: 0437 772 333
Julie Yates: 0427 780 132
julieyates512@gmail.com

Ladies 
Day Out

Margaret and John say farewell 
to forty years at Linmac Engineering

6 Aberbaldie Rd Walcha.  
Phone 6777 2588 • www.wvs.com.au

15% OFF SALE
All Gulf Western Products 
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CIVIL
CONSTRUCTION
EXPERTS

OUR SERVICES:
Wet and dry hire options

Sheds, bridges + farm infrastrucure 

Driveways, dams, pads, quarry

0403 726 780
CONTACT GLEN 

OUR PLANT:

D6T Dozer - 18ft Stickrake + GPS + Lazer grade

5t,13t, 20t, 36t Excavator GPS, grabs, screen

COMPETITIVE 
RATES

2t -12t tipper & dog, 40t moxi, water cart

Positrack, tractor, augur, post driver

Design & Engineering services

OXLEYCIVIL.COM.AU
VISIT FOR A FULL RANGE OF

EQUIPMENT & SERVICES 

We have finally reached the official start to spring and how nice are 
the sunny days we have been having of late. Saturday was a stark 
contrast with a horrible day reminding us that winter wasn’t over yet, 
but gladly it was short lived. The week ahead looks dry and sunny, the 
grass is slowly starting to grow and it would be ideal if we could avoid 
any more frosts. 
I travelled south last week, beyond Wagga, and I must say if looked 
pretty good the entire way. The crops were late, the feed short and 
green but it appeared like the country had turned a corner. Falls of 15 – 
25mm were widespread and the further south you went, the higher the 
rainfall totals were into Victoria. Crunch time is coming for everyone as 
once it heats up, the moisture that they have had will not last long and 
they are all hoping the weather has changed for the best. Generally 
this area is heavily populated with sheep and cattle but I didn’t see a lot 
of livestock on our trip. Speaking with some southern NSW producers 
they had decided to put a crop in instead of restocking. Their confidence 
with the current season was low, not wanting to buy livestock just to 
have to feed them if they ended up getting a dry spring. Similar to our 
drought in 2019, I heard stories of stock losses and RSPCA cases 
where people had left it too late to feed their livestock hoping it would 
rain. Southern producers who found agistment in northern NSW and 
QLD are currently reaping the benefits of improved livestock prices and 
increased weights. It’s nice to hear some positive stories surrounding 
agistment as all too many times producers are lucky to break even.
The cost of fencing is, no doubt, becoming dearer but good fencing is 
essential in running efficient livestock businesses. I had an interesting 
conversation surrounding virtual fencing with a livestock Stud in 
Tasmania who has adopted the new technology and are having success 
with the cattle collars. Locally, I know someone who was going to trial 
the technology and I look forward to seeing the results.  Technology is 
no doubt improving the way we farm and with the rising cost of inputs 
and labour issues, technological farming support is becoming more 
widely adopted.
Confidence in the beef industry looks to be growing after a Wagyu 
heifer sold at Auction last week for $350,000. An IVF embryo company 
brought the heifer to breed multiple calves each year.  When you spread 
her genetics across 30 calves per year, they start to recuperate that 
purchase price quickly and the value is realised. The Wagyu market 
is currently sitting behind the Angus market, but sales like this show 
strength and confidence in that market. Once again I think demand 
will outstrip supply for the next few years to come, for those still in that 
enterprise, I believe you’re now on the upside of the bell curve. 
If our market continues its upward trend and market analysts are 
correct, we could see Angus feeder steers hit $7.50 per kilo, that’s 
$3,375 for a 450kg steer. There is no doubt we are seeing the shortage 
of lean beef that was predicted with cows currently making over $4 a 
kilo in the saleyards. Grass eligible cow grids are also hitting $8/kg 
carcass weight - only two months ago we were struggling to get that for 
premium MSA yearling cattle. The forward contracts that were about 
for winter grass kills now seem well under the rate. The processors 
knew the shortage was coming and at the time, $8/kg look exceptional 
but once again we have played right into their hands. 
The lamb job seems to have bounced back towards the end of last 
week with prices quoted $15 – $20 per head dearer. It will be interesting 
to see if last week’s wet weather forecast was the main driver for the 
lift in the market or once again, the new season lambs are not there.  
Goodluck to the Walcha Rams first grade side who take on the Armidale 
Blues this Saturday in Armidale at 3.00pm. Head on up and support 
the boys to bring the shield home. 

By SIMON NEWTON

battery epa



Peter Betts, of Betts Transport, was caught by surprise when he heard 
his name reverberate from the speakers last weekend, announcing 
his induction onto the Shell Rimula Wall of Fame at the National Road 
Transport Museum in Alice Springs NT. This honour comes to him in 
recognition of Lifetime Service to the Australian Road Transport Industry. 
Peter’s family were there to witness his induction and celebrate his 
success, having made a trip of it for this years Festival of Transport Truck 
Parade. Betts Transport took a fleet of trucks from various era’s to the Red 
Centre in support of the event.
Peter’s association with the industry all started when he was just 15 years 
old in the family business. His grandfather and father began hauling timber 
with bullock teams in the Wingham region. Peter, the third generation, 
later split from his brothers at Gloucester in 1989, relocating with his wife 
Bev and two children, Chris and Liz, where he continued in the industry, 
logging hardwood for relatives of Bev’s, Fenning Timbers, Walcha.
In 1996, exiting the logging industry Peter and Bev went in to the business 
of long-haul logistics, initially in sawn timber and later in general freight. 
They started with two trucks, Peter primarily out on the road while Bev 
managed operations from home. Their continued success and persistence 
has seen their fleet now grow to fifty five trucks, firstly in general freight 
and later diversifying into livestock cartage.
This year saw Peter purchase his 100th Kenworth truck however it is 
Mack that he holds dearest to his heart, it being the truck that started it all. 
You will still occasionally find Pete behind the wheel and he is currently 
awaiting the delivery of a brand new Mack truck. 
Peter’s late wife Bev was inducted into the Hall of Fame last year, a 
true testament to their impact on the transport industry through years of 
dedication and service.
Peters son, Chris, who had previously been in the trucking industry in 
the Hunter Valley, came back to join Betts Transport in 2015 seeing their 
legacy continue on for a fourth generation.
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Nutrien Boulton’s Walcha  ■   3n Derby Street Walcha   ■   6777 2044      

Stock and Property Watch 
www.nutrienharcourts.com.au

 

Peter, with his daughter 
Liz and son Chris.  
Privileged to be present 
to witness their fathers’ 
induction onto the 
Wall of Fame at the 
National Road Transport 
Museum, Alice Springs.

Peter and his brother 
Michael (left), two 
stalwarts of the trucking 
industry.

Peter inducted into Transport Hall of Fame

WANTED
• Rental houses or units

• Listings for sale
Contact Peta Carter 

0407 350 781

AGISTMENT 
• 700 Angus x Steers

• 500 Wagyu x Mixed Sex Weaners
Above cattle are well educated.

Paid one month in advance.  
Minimum B-Double lots.

Contact Mat Larkings 
0427 002 427

Great location
•	 Weatherboard and vinyl 

clad home with-in walking 
distance to the CBD, hospital, 
doctors, gym and pool

•	 Four good sized bedrooms 
and ample space for family 
living

•	 New kitchen and dining 
area – includes island bench, 
plentiful cupboard space, 
dishwasher, wall oven and 
gas cooktop

•	 Open plan lounge with wood 
heating and reverse cycle

•	 New bathroom consisting of 

bath/shower/vanity and toilet
•	 Laundry has the added 

bonus of an additional toilet
•	 Perfect area for the dogs with 

two runs established
•	 Fully enclosed yard 

with fire pit area, 
single garage and 
single carport

Large 1030m2 block

$430,000
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By Kate Connors
Nutrien Boulton’s Walcha have once again proven why they are among the 
best in the business, taking out the 'Top Throughput Agency' award for cattle 
on AuctionsPlus for the second year in a row.
The Boulton’s team sold more than 10,236 head of cattle in the past financial 
year, holding their reputation as the leading cattle-selling agents in the country 
and in their words, the world.
Each year, AuctionsPlus recognises assessors and their teams with the 
highest throughput nationwide, assessing both quality and volume. State 
finalists are named before national winners are announced across a range of 
categories. Winners are determined by total livestock listed on AuctionsPlus 
in the financial year, combined with a proven track record of assessment 
quality and compliance with the AuctionsPlus User Agreement when selling 
and purchasing.
Last year, Boulton’s topped the list with more than 9,500 head of cattle sold 
through the platform. This year, they raised the bar even higher. 
For the Boulton’s team, it is not just about numbers. “All clients are made 
to feel important and recognised,” they said. “A highlight for us is helping 
clients achieve maximum results for their sales.” Boulton’s would sincerely 
like to thank all of their vendors for entrusting them with selling their stock on 
AuctionsPlus and are looking forward to another strong year.
The win is not just another feather in the cap for the agency, having won this 
award five times since 2013. Congratulations to the team at Nutrien Boulton’s 
for once again putting Walcha firmly on the map.

Boulton’s have done it again!

45ft flat top ● 45ft single deck cattle float ●26mtr B Double
19mtr mini B Double ● Low Loader available for hire

Call us for  

your large  

Transport  
needs

Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077 
Brian Smith 0427 780 216

Mathew Larkings, Dan Coulthurst and Simon Newton standing proud with their 2025 AuctionsPlus trophy!
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6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.au

REAL ESTATE & LIVESTOCK 
pitt.son.walcha@bigpond.com 

www.pittsons.com.au

OFFICE 6777 2000
Sam Payne 0428 667 404
Ron Vincent 0427 775 821

Cheer, cheer the red and the white!
Rams in the Grand Final on Saturday

There will, no doubt, be a convoy of cars along Thunderbolts Way 
from Walcha to Armidale this Saturday, September 6, for the highly 
anticipated New England Rugby Union Grand Final to be held on 
Bellevue Oval at the University of New England.   

Walcha Rams will verse Armidale Blues in First Grade with looming 
expectations of a close game. The Walcha Rams defeated Armidale 
Blues in the Major Semi Final a few weeks ago, causing much 
excitement after a very close game. In what was a tooth and nail 
battle, the Rams claimed victory in the final moments against the the 
culprits who knocked them out of contention in the 2024 Prelim  Final. 

Local coaches, Barry Hoy and Greig Steir will no doubt be focused  in 
the lead up to the Grand Final, and have prepared the boys well and 
believe in their ability to perform.
The unfortunate exit of Rams Reserve Grade last weekend may play  
in Walcha’s favour, offering a few more ‘fresh-legs’ available to them 
on the bench.  
Be sure to get yourself to Bellevue Oval on Saturday to help create 
a sea of red and white in support of the mighty Walcha Rams – 
shooting for their first New England title since joining the competition 
after leaving Central North. First Grade will kick-off at 3.00pm.

•	Brick veneer and iron roof
•	Three bedroom, all with built-ins 
•	Kitchen/dining with dishwasher 

and electric stove 
•	Beautiful spacious sunroom on 

northern side
•	Plantation shutters throughout 

the home
•	Bathroom with shower and bath

•	Spacious garage come 
workshop will accommodate 
four cars, with garage work 
bench area and own toilet

•	Second double garage in 
backyard with roller doors

•	Large garden shed and 
spacious storage for firewood

•	Sixteen solar panels 
•	Combustion wood fire 

  3     1     4

Quiet, private setting

$530,000
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Lovely flat block

•	Spacious open plan living
•	Kitchen with gas stove
•	Bathroom with shower and tub
•	New wood fire
•	Four bay garage
•	Spacious carport
•	Freshly painted and new carpet $360,000
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Brendan Moylan MP
MEMBER FOR NORTHERN TABLELANDS

Congratulations to the Walcha 
Motorcycle Rally
It was great to see the recognition for the annual Walcha Motorcycle 
Rally and the huge success that it was. There were numerous 
messages coming through to my office about everything on offer at 
the event. It was also incredible to see it recognised at a state level 
with being named a finalist in the 2024 NSW Tourism Awards for 
Festivals and Events. Congratulations to everyone involved with the 
Rally and I can’t wait to see the success continue in 2025.

Melbourne Cup
Congratulations to Norm and Diane Bazeley of Elswick Park for 
breeding Melbourne Cup winner Knight’s Choice. Their outstanding 
achievement received one of my Community Recognition Statements 
in NSW Parliament. Everyone in the Chamber was impressed to learn 
it was the second horse bred in Walcha to win the Melbourne Cup.

LegalAid Seniors Diaries
The LegalAid Seniors Diaries are undoubtedly one of the most popular 
publications across the Northern Tablelands. The diary is packed 
with information on avoiding scams, goods and services, driving 
and fines, Elder abuse, money and Centrelink, and much more. 
The Electorate Offices in Armidale and Moree have already been 
inundated with requests for copies of the diaries and I encourage 
seniors across the Walcha community to get in touch to secure 
your copy. They are free but there’s a limit to two per household. 
Either ring our Armidale office on 6772 5552 or our Moree office 
on 6752 5002 or email northerntablelands@parliament.nsw.gov.au

$14.1 million in funding revoked 
from our region
It was incredibly disappointing to see Premier Chris Minns and 
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese take approximately $14.1 million 
in funding away from the Northern Tablelands region. The funding 
was delivered by the NSW Reconstruction Authority’s bushfire 
recovery response and was aimed at a Rail Trail between Armidale 
and Glen Innes. Whether you were for or against the Rail Trail, it was 
saddening to see such a large amount of money removed from our 
region. Rest assured, I will continue to fight to have funding put into 
the Northern Tablelands.

Mobile office in Nowendoc
I am eager to get down to Nowendoc to host a mobile office where 
anyone from the community can visit and share concerns. I will be 
down there on 16 December from 10.30am to 12pm at the Nowendoc 
Hall.

Brendan Moylan MP
MEMBER FOR NORTHERN TABLELANDS

Suite 1, 175 Rusden Street, Armidale NSW 2350 Suites 2-6, 161 Balo Street, Moree NSW 2400

02 6772 5552 (Armidale) 02 6752 5002 (Moree) PO Box 77, Armidale NSW 2350

northerntablelands@parliament.nsw.gov.au www.brendanmoylan.com.au
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Walcha Melbourne Cup parade
The 2025 Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour came into Walcha last month and 
it was an amazing event for the Walcha community. It was great to see 
such a huge turnout and everyone supporting having one of Australia’s 
most iconic sporting trophies in town. The street parade with schools, 
clubs and local icons taking part was a highlight. Norm Bazeley paraded 
Midnight Pearl, who is the 20-year-old dam of the 2024 Cup winner 
Knight’s Choice. She looks in fantastic condition with another foal on the 
way. Let’s hope that one is as successful as its older brother! Knight’s 
Choice’s trainer Sheila Laxon was also present for the street parade and 
the dinner event. The town was also presented with a replica Melbourne 
Cup trophy (still worth more than $1000!) to honour their part in the tour. 
In other good news, Knight’s Choice is back in work and has trialled 
twice since the Melbourne Cup for two wins. He hasn’t done that his 
whole career!

Good luck Rams
Best of luck to the Walcha Rams in the New England Rugby Union first 
grade grand final against the Armidale Blues this Saturday at Bellevue 
Oval. 
I am sure it will be a cracking game with the previous contests between 
the two sides very close. 
It is an honour to play in a grand final and I wish every player luck as they 
chase the Sawers’ Shield.

Roads open
Thunderbolts Way is back open for public access. This is great news 
and hopefully it brings back people to Walcha and the businesses really 
flourish. Although it will be reopened to traffic, roadworks will continue 
along the route with traffic control and reduced speed limits will remain 
in place. 
Please continue to drive carefully. 
Thank you to the crews and everyone involved in restoring access to 
Thunderbolt’s Way. 

NSW Women of the Year Awards
Nominations are now open for the 2026 NSW Women of the Year 
Awards. The awards celebrate the women and girls who show 
determination, bravery, skill and passion has inspired their communities, 
as well as improving the lives of people in NSW. 
Nominations are open for the following six categories:
•	 Woman of Excellence
•	 Aboriginal Woman of the Year
•	 Community Hero of the Year
•	 Young Woman of the Year
•	 Regional Woman of the Year
•	 One to Watch

More information about each of the Award categories and how to 
nominate can be found at www.nsw.gov.au/departments-and-agencies/
women-nsw/awards-and-events/nsw-women-of-year-awards
Nominations close 9 September 2025, 11:59pm.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Design the life you want and let us take care of the rest…. 

Introducing Paul Macfarlane and Wealth Architects 
Tamworth, now succeeding Greig Meyer and PKF Wealth. 

 
Paul, a seasoned financial planner and principal of Wealth 
Architects, serves the Tamworth and Walcha communities. 

Reach out to our office to see how Paul can help you 
achieve your financial, retirement, and investment goals. 

 

 

     Tamworth         Walcha 

     22-24 Bourke Street        12 Derby Street 

     Tamworth NSW 2340       Walcha NSW 2354 

Ph: 02 6768 4560 

Wealth Architects Tamworth 
is a Corporate Authorised Representative (001247176) 
 of Insight Investment Services Pty Ltd, AFSL 309 996.  
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Introducing Paul Macfarlane 
and Wealth Architects 
Tamworth, now succeeding 
Greig Meyer and PKF Wealth.
Paul, a seasoned financial 
planner and principal of 
Wealth Architects, serves 
the Tamworth and Walcha 
communities. 

Reach out to our office to see 
how Paul can help you achieve 
your financial, retirement, and 
investment goals.

Tamworth
22 – 24 Bourke St Tamworth 2340 

Walcha
12 Derby St Walcha 2354

P: 6768 4560
Wealth Architects Tamworth is a 
Corporate Authorised Representative 
(001247176) of Insight Investment 
Services Pty Ltd, AFSL 309 996.

Design the life you want and  
let us take care of the rest.

EDE M P O R I U M  O N  D E R B Y

W A L C H A ,  2 3 5 4

Winter Clearence Sale

Starts Thursday 4th September 
while stocks last!

It’s raining Cats and Dogs
Every year in Australia, thousands of unwanted cats and dogs end up 
in shelters, with many never finding a home. Currently the Armidale 
Companion Animal Shelter is at capacity with dogs and is unable accept 
cats due to a highly virulent illness. The simplest and most effective 
ways to reduce this problem is by desexing our pets.
Desexing not only helps prevent unplanned litters but also has important 
health and behavioural benefits. Your pet will be less likely to roam, 
fight, or display aggression.
Veterinarians recommend desexing as a responsible choice for all 
pet owners. By ensuring your cat or dog is desexed, you’re helping 
to control the pet population, reduce pressure on animal shelters, and 
give your companion a healthier, happier life.
Desexing makes a big difference — for your pet, your community and 
the environment.
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BEN NEVIS
ESTABLISHED 1947

ANNUAL BULL SALE

10 SEPTEMBER 2025

100 BULLS, ON PROPERTY SALE, WALCHA NSW

BEN NEVIS AVERAGE: 

BREED AVERAGE:

BW 600 EMA P8 IMF

3.7 131 8.9 0.1 3.4

3.9 120 6.5 -0.2 2.5

Award for Knights Choice
Knight’s Choice was the Queenslander who shook the Australian racing 
scene in the race that stops the nation, and now the J G Symons and S 
Laxon trained star claims the Australian Champion Stayer of the Year 
crown! 
Bred locally by Norm and Di Bazeley at Elswick Park, the now six year old 
bay gelding was awarded the title at the 2024/2025 Sportsbet Australian 
Racehorse of the Year Awards held on Sunday 31 August. Knight’s 
Choice beat a strong field for the title, that included the impressive 
Arapaho, Dubai Honour, Duke De Sessa and Zardozi.
The gala lunch, hosted by Racing Queensland at The Star Brisbane, was 
held in conjunction with the Sportsbet Australian Racing Hall of Fame 
ceremony, which saw both Winx and Black Caviar elevated to ‘Legend’ 
status.

	To Simon Newton for writing great articles in Around the Traps. 
Enjoying the insights into our rural communities.

	To the Walcha Council road crew, for the spot grading and 
rolling, in the worst places, on Tia Diggings Road, after the 
recent heavy rain and the damage it caused to our road. You 
guys are under the pump, in the district! We appreciate your 
response!

	To the lady who does a fantastic job maintaining Quota Park.
	To Scott and his team at the Brooklyn Quarry for their time 

spent with WCCC Men’s Group. A wonderful business that 
Walcha is lucky to have.

	To the Walcha Council for providing free access to the tip for all 
our broken down trees and to the workers there who keep the 
mountain of timber stacked up so we can continue to unload 
easily.

	To Ricky Brazel for attending to the trees and shrubs in my 
yard. Thank you very much.

	To everyone who came and showed their respect and support 
at Kim’s funeral. A heartfelt thank you.

	To the excellent customer service at Kings Pharmacy last 
Friday.

	To Nutrien Boulton’s for taking out the AuctionsPlus Top 
Throughput Agency award for cattle, well done.

Contributions will be received in person, by phone or email 
and must be accompanied by your name and contact details. 
They will be printed at the discretion of the editor.
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A service to farewell Joe Van Eyk will be 
held at St Joseph’s Catholic Church in Uralla 
this Friday commencing at 12.00pm. Sincere 
condolences to his wife Steph, children Hain 
and Abi, along with all other family members 
and friends. Sadly 47 years is way too young 
for anyone to leave this world. May Joseph 
Marius Johannes van Eyk Rest in Peace.

•••
Congratulations to Peter Betts from Betts 
Transport on being inducted into the Hall of 
Fame at Alice Springs for his Lifetime Service 
to the Australian Road Transport Industry 
when a ceremony was held last weekend. 
Good on ya Peter very much deserved.

•••
Congratulations are also in order for former 
Sugarloaf Road resident, Walcha Central and 
TAS School Student Lachlan Creighton after 
he coached the Uni-Norths Owls to their first 
premiership in the clubs 24 year history last 
Saturday in the Nations Capital. The Owls 
defeated the Tuggeranong Vikings 29-19 in 
the ‘Big Dance’ after both teams were locked 
up at 14 all when halftime oranges were taken. 
Way to go Lachie.

•••
To add a bit more icing to the cake Lachie 
was named Canberra Coach of the year early 
last week and had his parents ‘Birthday Girl’ 

Belinda and ‘K.C.’ in attendance to witness the 
Owls John Dent 1 Cup Grand Final victory.

•••
Well done to local junior cricketer Leo 
Blomfield, who currently attends Farrer 
High School, on being selected in the 
Cricket NSW Central North Youth Academy 
Winter development program designed for 
talented athletes who demonstrate the skills 
and attributes to progress through the elite 
pathways at cricket NSW. Leo is the youngest 
member of the squad and according to 
his mother Lizzie is very excited about his 
selection and dreams of reaching higher levels 
in the game. Good on ya Leo.

•••
A big pat on the back to Darcy Macpherson 
son of our Apsley Advocate ‘Fearless Leader’ 
Anthea on being named ‘Forward of the Year’ 
for the St Ignatius College Riverview Rugby 
2nds last Friday night. Darcy wasn’t quite as 
excited earlier this week before going in to 
have a shoulder reconstruction but as we all 
know – no pain, no gain Darc. 

•••
Best of luck to the Walcha Rams when 
they take on the Armidale Blues in the First 
Grade Grand Final of the New England Rugby 
competition this Saturday at Bellevue Oval 
UNE from 3.00pm. Go the Rams. 

•••
Bad luck to the Walcha Rams Reggies on 
going down to the Dorrigo Rangers in their NE 
Reserve Grade Preliminary Final last Saturday 

at Bellevue Oval 33-12. Well done boys on 
finishing Minor Premiers this season.

•••
Five Walcha netballers – Sophia Marchant, 
Leila Tate, Sharnie Webb, Veja-Lee and 
Xaphyn Petuha are members of the PLC 
junior girls team who are currently sitting in 
third position on the Independent Girls School 
Association Netball ladder after two trips to 
the ‘Big Smoke’. The girls head back there 
in a fortnight to play in the finals which will be 
determined on games still to be played, which 
doesn’t involve PLC. 

•••
Big Wigs of the Week Round 26 NRL BC –
Kyle Goodwin, Pick the Card – really? Good 
on ya Kyle; Walcha Vet Supplies – Raya 
Kirby; Apsley – Katie Smith, Tim Rumble, Ian 
Cameron, Mick O’Reilly; Newie – Peta Lisle, 
Charlotte Lyon, Emma Hillier, Brent Clarke, 
Peter Steep, Mick Wall, John Byrne, Jag 
Jamieson all 14; TBW Cafe – Cindy Swanton, 
Bec Bullock, Tracey Crisp and Miles Lawrence 
12 points. 

•••
Well it all comes down to the final NRL Round  
this weekend. Leaders: BC – Carly Goodwin 
255, Kyle Goodwin 249, John Dobson and 
Red Hoy 247; Walcha Vet Supplies – Pete 
King 254, Jason Scott 249 and Raya Kirby 
237; Newie – Johnny Byrne 252, KC, Jagger 
and Liam Brennan 250; Apsley – Killgore Trout 
248, Mick O’Reilly 246, Mick White and Katie 
Smith 244; TBW Cafe – T.C 241, Bec Bullock 
239 and Cindy Swanton 235.

with AJ Cross
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Wednesday Golf 
Wednesday Ladies Golf was the President’s Trophy, 
Stroke, Monthly Mug, putting round in very windy 
conditions; along with the 5th medal round. The winner 
was Sue Partridge with a score of 76 nett. Sweepstakes 
went to Anne Martin with 77 and Jenny Lisle with 78.
The nearest the pin on 3 was straight shooter Anne Martin 
and second shot on 16 was President, Simone Sweeney. 
Best putter was Sue Partridge with 24 putts. Monthly mugs 
were Division 1 to Jenny Lisle, Division 2 to Anne Martin 
and Division 3 to Jill Burnell.
This Wednesday we are playing Par for the Jeannette 
Wark Memorial Trophy.

At the Nineteenth
The opening round of the 2025 Mens 4BBB Championships 
was played last Sunday for trophies donated by Jimmy 
Nivison and Jock McLaren, where the Birds Boys Dion 
and Darren blew their opposition away after they carded 
a seven over par 77 which equated to an eye catching 50 
stableford points. 
Runners-up were Andrew Crawford and his son Ollie 44, 
while the remaining sweepstakes went to Simeon Cross 
and Don Brooks 41, Jim Nivison and Will Nicholls 40, Miles 
Archdale and Willy Brennan 39 on countback from Lee 
Fletcher and Bruce Rutherford along with Will Archdale 
and James Norton also on 39.
In the scratch section of the event the Bird Boys are equal 
leaders with the Crawfords on 77, just a shot ahead of Willy 
Brennen and Miles Archdale, Bruce Rutherford and Lee 
Fletcher, Will Nicholls and Jim Nivison all on 78. Sharpest 

shooters at the pins were Michael Stackman (3) and Will 
Nicholls (9), while no player was clever enough to reach 
the beach on 16 and 18. 
Unsurprisingly there was no play in the weekly Saturday 9 
hole competition due to the inclement weather. 
This closing round of the 4BBB Championship is scheduled 
for this Sunday, where Peter Norbury and Tony Asmus are 
in charge of supplying the prizes. 

Bowls
Twilight bowls starts again on 11 October. Entry sheet on 
notice board, all welcome. One game last Thursday Brian 
Goodwin and Peter Hayes had a win over Noel Goodwin 
and John McCormack. Hopefully with spring upon us it will 
be more pleasant on the green.

Netball 
Final round of the 2025 netball comp saw Walcha Opals 
and Diamonds compete against tough opposing teams in 
very chilly, windy and wet conditions. Diamonds defeated 
VIP Dragonflies 17-16 and Opals defeated the team on top 
of the ladder, VIP Stars 13 - 10. This has put Opals on the 
top of the ladder for the Primary 1 Division and Diamonds 
second on the ladder! Great results! Next weekend sees 
these two Walcha teams go head-to-head in the first 
round of the finals. Sapphires have loved playing their 
first competition of netball and are to play one more game 
this season. They also had a very close match in the chilly 
conditions, winning against PLC, 16 - 13. Pacifika had a 
roaring win over Uralla Cougars, 34 -20, a close match, 
which finished in a win over VIP Funbags 32-27 and are 

sitting third on the ladder in the Ladies Social Division. 
Players of the Week were Sapphires - McKenzie Wark and 
Diamonds -  Lyzie Nivison.

Tennis News 
The 2025 Spring Prelude Comp commenced on Tuesday 
12 August with a practice run to get all our players 
organised. Round 1 was played out on Tuesday 19 
August in pleasant conditions. Group 1: Sam Payne was 
too strong coming up with a total of 25 points. Group 2: 
Michael Lockyer got over the line by 1 point from Craig 
Ireland with 19 points. Group 3: Will Archdale was well 
ahead of his rivals with a total of 21 points. Group 4: 
Andrew Blomfield came away with a good win picking up 
23 points. 
Round 2 was played out on Tues the 26th of Aug in brisk 
conditions. Group 1: Sam Payne played well to win again 
with 23 points. Group 2: Hyde Thomson and Will Archdale 
tied on 20 points each. Group 3: Jock Rutherford took the 
win with a handy 20 points accumulated. Group 4: Dave 
Sweeney was the winner with 24 points.
After two rounds: Sam Payne heads Group 1 with 
48 points, Will Archdale heads Group 2 with 41 points, 
Andrew Blomfield heads Group 3 with 40 points and David 
Sweeney heads Group 4 with 36 points. Well done to 
these players and also their opponents who made them 
work hard to earn their points.
Emma will be posting exciting news in regards to Junior 
Tennis coaching and competitions in the weeks to come. 
Stay tuned for that. 
The next Club Meeting will be held on Monday 15 
September at 6.30pm. All members are welcome and 
encouraged to attend. See you all at the net soon.

Walcha Reserve Grade were looking to join First Grade in the Grand 
Final when they took on competition newcomers Dorrigo Rangers on 
Saturday in the Preliminary Final. It was the first meeting of the two 
sides for the season with matches scheduled earlier in the year washed 
out. Given the stakes however, there was no time for feeling each other 
out as both sides got stuck into some heavy hitting both in attack and 
defence. Dorrigo managed to get early ascendency with a grubber 
through the line bouncing off the upright back into former Walcha Ram 
Bevan Wood’s arms for the games first 5 pointer. Walcha were quick to 
bounce back with a try to Ben Fussel and the Rams breathed a sigh of 
relief as he took himself off the dreaded nudie run for the season. 
Some early injuries meant Walcha had to call on reserves early with Josh 
Moloney, Archi Lawrence and Andrew Kelly called into action. Dorrigo 
clearly came in with a plan centred around a strong kicking game and a 
foundation laid by their big forwards and while Walcha were mostly up 
for the challenge, Dorrigo were able to find two more tries with the wind 
in the first half, taking a 19-5 lead into half time. 
Walcha came out firing in the second half and put the pressure back on 
Dorrigo. The entire forward pack were huge with some great carries and 
strong defence. The bash brothers, Chaden and Troy Hawkins, were 
deadly in the mid-field and broke a number of tackles. Unfortunately, 
Dorrigo managed to repel Walcha’s raids and when it looked like Walcha 
were about to get the hit-back try, Dorrigo pounced  and took their lead 
to 26 – 5. Walcha hit back before Dorrigo rounded out the scoring with 
another long range try off a grubber kick. Nothing much went right for 
Walcha, but the boys can be proud of their efforts throughout the season, 
where weather disruptions and forfeits and injuries meant that a large 
number of players pulled on the red and white throughout the year and 

managed an undefeated Minor Premiership. Despite this, the two losses 
in the finals will burn deep for the players and hopefully they will be back 
firing next year. 
First Grade Grand Final: The Rams will take on the Armidale Blues this 
weekend on Saturday 6 September, at Bellevue Oval, Armidale. Kick-off 
will be 3.00pm. Calling all business, shopfronts and mailboxes – let’s 
decorate in red and white to show the Rams our support.
2025 Presentation Evening:
Date: Friday 12 September from 6:30pm
Price: Tickets $55 pp, inc. two course meal and drinks
Dress code: Suit or Sports Coat and Tie
Players, partner, sponsors and supports all welcome
Tickets: https://rams2025presentations.floktu.com/ or contact 
wrucsecretary@outlook.com

RUGBY REPORT
Walcha vs Dorrigo Preliminary Final

Red: TA Field Estate P/L, Davidson Cameron & Co, Elder Rural Services,  
SuperMoto New England, Agriforce Machinery and Marchant Bros. White: Branga 
Plains Pastoral Co, S.N. Nivison, Nutrien Boultons, Nerstane Merino Stud, MTA 
Travel, The Bolt Inn, Sarah Day MTA Travel, Walcha Hire, Richos Rural and Peter 
Norbury Motors. Club: Merlanie Pastoral Co, D&C Kermode, DW & AM Cameron, 
Thomas Foods, Walcha Vet Supplies, Ben Nevis Angus, Walcha Law, Commercial 
Hotel and Law Exchange.

Major Sponsors



Public Notice 
Walcha Council 
Update on Private works
Due to frequent recent weather 
events and current staff resource 
availability, Council is experiencing a 
significant maintenance backlog across most 
of our infrastructure assets. 
To ensure that Council can continue to meet 
its responsibility of maintaining public assets 
and ensure the safety and well-being of 
the community, we have decided to place 
a pause on all private works effective 19 
August 2025.
Council will endeavor to complete all private 
works jobs that we have already scheduled 
but the timeframe for completion of these 
works may be lengthy. 
Council staff will be contacting residents 
who have scheduled private works to 
be completed, and advising them of the 
timeframe for completion of works. If that 
timeframe is not suitable then those residents 
should engage a private contractor.
Council will advise residents if the ability to 
undertake private works becomes available 
in the future.
Please note; private works for low loader 
shifts will still be carried out at the discretion 
of staff, pending there are no impacts on 
Council’s planned low loader shifts at the 
time of the request.
Council thanks the community for their 
understanding.
Christian Martin, Acting General Manager
Walcha Council, PO Box 2, Walcha NSW

Walcha Council 
Winterbourne Bridge 
Temporary Closure
Works are progressing on 
the Winterbourne Bridge Replacement 
Project. To safely manoeuvre and connect 
large, heavy structural components on 
the replacement bridge, access across 
Winterbourne Creek on Winterbourne Road 
will be unavailable during the following times 
(weather permitting):
•	 5 September – 8:00am to 1:00pm – 

Installation of headstocks 
•	 9 September – 8:00am to 3:45pm – 

Installation of girders
These closures have been coordinated 
with the local school bus operator to avoid 
disruption to their bus route in their operating 
times at this location.
Council thanks you for your patience 
and understanding during this essential 
infrastructure replacement project.

Christian Martin, Acting General Manager
Walcha Council, PO Box 2, Walcha NSW

Public Notice (cont)
DR GENEVIEVE FREER

Phone  6777 2068  |  0429 668 583

Walcha Law - 02 6777 2066
Bree Curtis – Justice of the Peace

Available by appointment only.  
No charge for JP services.

Book Signing Author Peter Spencer will 
be signing copies of his books I am Captain 
Thunderbolt and Too Young to Hold a Gun at 
Walcha Coffee on Sunday at 10.30am. 

Meeting Notice
Walcha Senior Indoor Hockey Association 
advises that it’s Senior Hockey AGM for the 
25/26 season will be held on Thursday 4 
September at the Apsley Hotel from 6pm. We 
welcome new members to the committee. 
Please have team nominations to Jordie on 
Messenger or 0427 727 990 by the AGM.

Walcha Touch Football AGM will be held at 
the Apsley Hotel on Thursday 18  September 
at 6pm. All positions declared vacant. A 
representative from each team to attend.

Amaroo Local Aboriginal 
Land Council (ALALC)

Notice of General Member Meeting
20.09.2025 | 11am | Amaroo LALC Cafe
1.	 Welcome/Open Address
2.	 Attendance/Apologies
3.	 Minutes of previous member meeting
4.	 New Membership Applications
5.	 Land Claims Update
6.	 Roads to Home Update
7.	 Next member meeting date and time
BBQ Lunch provided
All questions relating to this meeting should 
be directed to the Chairperson, Ms Katrina 
Bloomfield at the Amaroo LALC Office on (02) 
6777 1100 or via email to chair@amaroolalc.
com.au during business hours.

Meeting Notice (cont)
Amaroo Local Aboriginal
 Land Council (ALALC)

Notice of General Member Meeting
20.09.2025 | 12.30pm | Amaroo LALC Cafe
1.	 Welcome/Open Address
2.	 Attendance/Apologies
3.	 Minutes of previous member meeting
4.	 Election for Vacant Board member 

position (Casual Vacancy)
5.	 Next member meeting date and time
PLEASE NOTE: In relation to the election 
for Board members: A voting member 
of Amaroo LALC is not entitled to vote, 
nominate, accept a nomination or be elected 
to office in elections for Board Members 
if the voting member has not attended at 
least 2 meetings of the Amaroo LALC in the 
preceding 12 months as a voting member.
All questions relating to this meeting should 
be directed to the Chairperson, Ms Katrina 
Bloomfield at the Amaroo LALC Office on (02) 
6777 1100 or via email to chair@amaroolalc.
com.au during business hours.

For Sale 
Daikin Air Conditioner Recycle Split 
System Wall mounted. 4 yrs old. Excellent 
Condition. $800. Phone 0428 772 051.

Layer pullets, all breeds, 20 weeks. 
Delivered Friday 26/09/2025, Phone Jim 
0428 194 105.

Raffle Results 
Niangala Memorial Hall raffle results. 1st 
Sally McCormack, 2nd Don McHatton. Thank 
you for the wonderful community support.
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ANGLICAN 
September 7: 9.30am Walcha Service
2.00pm Niangala Service
September 14: 9.30am Walcha Service 
2.00pm Nowendoc Service
September 21: 9.30am Walcha Service
September 28: 9.30am Walcha Service
Phone 6777 2543 or email: 
walchaanglican@gmail.com

PRESBYTERIAN  
Every Sunday 9.30am
Youth Group every Saturday  
5.00pm – 7.00pm, during term time. 
All welcome. Phone 6777 2539.

CATHOLIC 
Sunday Mass 10.00am



Highly qualified and  
experienced plumber
All aspects of Plumbing  
and Gas Fitting
Wood heater installation
Roofing and Guttering 
Gold License No 59555C

Nick 0418 691 306
nickmoore203@yahoo.com.au
Katy 0422 034 660

Nick Moore  
PLUMBING & EXCAVATION SERVICES
WALCHA & SURROUNDING AREAS
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Scott Kermode
0427 100 889

services TTREETOPREETOP  

AQF3 ARBORIST
Tree lopping & removal
Truck 
Bobcat
Post hole digger
Trencher
Woolshed Cleaning 

treetopservices@bigpond.com

CHIROPRACTOR
K Samantha Goor

B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq) 
Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am 

6777 1340

Andrew: 0427 549 748
Toni: 0421 972 354

Andrew McGuffog

CONTRACT 
FENCING

NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL
• All types of rural fencing
• Caterpillar Skidsteer hire 
with a range of implements
Andrew........ 0428 360 985
James.......... 0412 800 451

A G W 
RURAL CONTRACTING

GPS Equipped boom spraying
Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748

PATRICK STACE – WALCHA
Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595

117E Fitzroy Street
General Maintenance  Servicing  Pink 

Slips  Wheel Alignments & More 
Monday – Friday 

 6777 2944

PETER NORBURY 
MOTORS MECHANICAL

MOUNT VIEW GRAZING
Rural Fencing  -  Quick Spray

Tractor & Post Driver
ADAM TATE 0457 772 515

mount.view@outlook.com.au

DISCLAIMER LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are submitted on the condition that The Walcha Telecottage as the publisher of The Apsley Advocate may edit and 
has the right to, and license third parties to reproduce in electronic form and communicate these letters. They are published at the discretion of the Editor and 
Board. The Apsley Advocate is printed by The Walcha Telecottage, PO Box 116 Walcha NSW 2354. Phone 6777 1111 Fax 6777 1112. The Walcha Technology 
Co Operative Limited, the Editor and Staff of this Newspaper have published any article here-in in good faith and bear no responsibility in respect to the accuracy 
of the information contained in such article. Any person or persons publishing material in this Newspaper do so in the knowledge that they shall personally accept 
any responsibility for the accuracy and other correctness of such articles and also accept full responsibility for the legal consequences if it be found that the article 
contains any inaccuracies in the contents of any such articles. 
DEADLINE MONDAY 4.30PM Editor: Anthea Macpherson, Susie Crawford. Advertising/Sport: Megan Scrivener, Joscisca Matapakia and Kate Connors.

New England New England IT IT 

ONSITEONSITE  COMPUTER COMPUTER 
SERVICE SERVICE ++ SALES SALES
Tim Sutton  Tim Sutton  0414 874 5230414 874 523

6777 2066 
info@walchalaw.com.au

– Local lawyers for over 76 years – 
Incorporating Patterson Byfield and Bryen

• PROPERTY • ESTATES • WILLS 
• POWER OF ATTORNEY & 

ENDURING GUARDIAN DRAFTING 
• FAMILY LAW & MEDIATION

Sophie Thomson
Director/Solicitor

James Levingston 
Consultant/Solicitor

  PACIFIC TILING
WALL & FLOOR TILING 

WATERPROOFING
0419 972 129

 Email: jake.kerby@hotmail.com 
ABN: 76781656814   Licence no: 335540c

  JK

Advertise on our Trade Page
Small Trade $30 per week
Large Trade $40 per week



Wayne Hoy: 0427 281 060 

Matthew Hoy: 0427 322 640 

Aaron Bullen: 0409 776 340

GPS & Auto Steer Equipped
 

Remote Aerial Spraying & Spreading
4x4 Truck & Boomspray, Quikspray Trailers

4x4 Tractors & Casotti's

SPRAYING   EXCAVATING
EARTHMOVING

Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport  
Jason 0427 490 487 • Jamie 0429 771 351

 02 6777 2024   marchantbros@bigpond.com 
www.marchantbros.com.au
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FIREWOOD AVAILABLE 
DELIVERING NOW

BULK WATER DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

A FULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT & 
EARTHMOVING

Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, gravel available,  
road building, site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.
Check out our website for the full range of machinery,  

attachments and services available.

SPECIALISING IN ROAD CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

Peter O’Keefe : 0429 944 821
Will O’Keefe : 0488 925 845

Proudly servicing Walcha and surrounding districts for over 30 years

• Bulldozers
• Excavator 2t - 30t
• Truck and Dogs
• Gravel supply
• Graders 
• Rollers

• Skid steers + multiple 
attachments

• Forestry mulching
• Land development
• Large Dam 

construction

u

	  

Thursday 4  12.00pm – Close

BOWLS 9.30am Ladies, 1pm Social

Friday 5 2.00pm – Close

2.00PM 2.00PM BINGOBINGO 6.00PM 6.00PM BISTROBISTRO
66pmpm Raffle tickets meat & vege trays  Raffle tickets meat & vege trays 

6.30PM 6.30PM FREE BINGO  BINGO 
7.00PM 7.00PM Raffles and Members drawRaffles and Members draw

BISTRO
•	Grilled Salmon with Feta Salad 
•	Chicken Cutlets
•	Savoury Mince Pot Pies 
•	Delicious desserts
Home deliveries - town limits only 

CATERING NEEDS   
Dianna - 0412 536 760 or 5722 6003

Saturday 6 11.00am – Close

5.00PM 5.00PM BISTROBISTRO

Sunday 7 11.00am – Close

12.00PM 12.00PM BISTRO BISTRO 
RaffleRaffle  tickets from 12pm, tickets from 12pm, 

drawn 1.00pm.drawn 1.00pm.

Do you live in Walcha Shire?  If so you MUST be a member to enter the Club 
Social Membership $15. Full Membership $120. PHONE 6777 2077

Dave Alexander  
Live this Saturday night 

From: 7.30pm 

$100
YOU MUST BE A MEMBER 

YOU MUST BE A MEMBER 

FOR 2024/2025 TO BE  

FOR 2024/2025 TO BE  

ELIGIBLE TO WIN

ELIGIBLE TO WIN

WALCHA

Twilight Bowls 
Commences on Friday 11th 

October. Sign up sheet is on the 
board at the club.

Fathers Day Lunch 
This Sunday. Father days lunch 

menu, two courses (entree 
fresh prawn salad and main 
meal roast pork) $30 a head. 

Free drink for all dads and lucky 
dinner hamper


