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Mutrien @ Boulton's

Store Lambs

Wanted

Must be 2nd Cross or
genuine Composite
lambs
Ideally in B-Double lots
but will look
at similar lines
Preference to recently
shorn but would
consider wooly lambs
Price paid on farm,
weighed at
Betts Weighbridge

Mathew Larkings
0427 002 427

MICHAEL McHUGH

BA LLB (Hons)
Acc. Specialist - Property Law
Australian Legal Practitioner

Property Law & Conveyancing
Company & Business Law
Dispute Resolution
Succession Planning
Wills and Estate

17/429 Peel Street, Tamworth

WALCHA

By Appointment

6768 0888
0418 658 217

mmchugh@lawexchange.com.au
www.lawexchange.com.au
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WAMATS - what a success!

Left: Just one of the local trucks on display at WAMATS. Right: A ‘road-train’ of children enjoyed
being towed around the showground. Below: The Showground was a hive of activity for WAMATS weekend.

Last weekend, Walcha was abuzz with excitement
as it hosted the Walcha Antique Machinery and
Truck Show (WAMATS). The three-day event was
a tremendous success, drawing in more than 250
exhibitors and over 1,000 attendees from the public.

WAMATS kicked off with a 55km Tractor Trek on
Friday, as well as Tractor Pulls and Tractor Balance
Competitions. There was a Swap Meet alongside
exhibits of restored vintage engines, chainsaws and
even sewing machines. Also on display was a steam
engine sawmill with working demonstrations held
throughout the day and enjoyed by the general public.

Vintage cars and trucks from everywhere and
every era were polished within an inch of their lives,
sparkling with pride as they hummed and putted and
along in the Street Parade. From modern fleets to
antique masterpieces — lorries, Semi’s, B-Doubles
and Road Trains — seemingly every shape and size
was represented.

Walcha CWA's signature Devonshire Tea was on offer,
as well as other great treats and food from numerous
vendors keeping everyone fed and refreshed. There
was fun for all the family with jumping castles and

‘road-train’ tow-rides behind a quad-bike for the kids.

The committee extends its deepest gratitude to all
sponsors, exhibitors, and attendees. The unwavering
support of our wonderful community is what makes
these events possible.

Special thanks goes to the Walcha Westpac Rescue

Helicopter Support Group who expertly managed the
raffle. Results and more photos on Classifieds page.

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT

YOUR SEED & FERTILISER YET?

* Oats (Nile & Eurabbie) «
* Permanent pasture mixes

WALCHA VETERINARY SUPPLIES

Ryegrass

6 Aberbaldie Road Walcha
Phone 6777 2588
WWW.Wvs.com.au




By SIMON NEWTON

The rain everybody was hoping for didn’t eventuate over the weekend,
as forecasters once again got it extremely wrong. The forecast had
us down for 50mm and instead we got 5mm of easterly mist. It was
always going to be the case after the winds picked up from the east last
Wednesday, continuing to blow all weekend and keeping any decent
rain away. Those of you who reside in the eastern parts of the district,
| heard totals of 40mm for the week, topping the rainfall charts and no
doubt extremely welcome. There is a chance of rain this weekend, but
we need the easterly winds to drop and let the moisture float back in
from the west.

The Walcha Antique and Machinery Show held over the weekend
looked to once again be growing in interest. The grand parade down
the main street was excellent and the event looks to be going from
strength to strength, judging by the number of people around the
showground on Saturday. Well done to the organisers.

CONSTRUCTION
EXPERTS

OUR PLANT: ;
Numerous farmers planted crops on the back of last week’s forecast

D6T Dozer - 18ft Stickrake + GPS + Lazer grade and now find themselves under some moisture pressure. Those who
5t,13t, 20t, 36t Excavator GPS, grabs, screen _ were lucky enough received 20mm for the week, which has been
2t -12t tipper & dog, 40t moxi, water cart o Wk enough to germinate seeds but not enough to see them thrive. Let’s
hope we can jag some this weekend, as our permanent grasses have
been under pressure and winter is looking longer by the day.

Positrack, tractor, augur, post driver

R SERVICES: : !

Wet and dry hire options — = Graziers might be under rain pressure, but it's not as much as the

: Bureau of Meteorology, which got the predicted rain completely wrong.

Areas throughout southern QLD were predicted to receive 300mm and

were told to prepare for flash flooding, yet they received just 30mm.

The government forked out $90 million for the redevelopment of the

Bureau of Meteorology, and its accuracy seems worse than it was

before. People’s livelihoods depend on these forecasts, and many

decisions are made off the back of them, especially in agriculture.

There’s nothing like feeling anxious while waiting for the next rainfall

event after investing in a crop. No doubt those forecast websites are
getting a hammering.

H'FAB WELD’NG The Liberal Party of Australia is once again in shambles after Susan
AND ENG’NEER’NG Lee decided to leave politics and step down as party leader. Angus

Driveways, dams, pads, quarry
Sheds, bridges + farm infrastrucure

Design & Engineering services

CONTACT GLEN
C PYTELIPea COMPETITIVE

OXLEYCIVIL.COM.AU RATES
VISIT FOR A FULL RANGE OF
EQUIPMENT & SERVICES

Taylor has stepped into the top job for the Liberals, and it seems like
a disjointed party with a lot of ground to make up. The biggest issue
at present is the Australian Labor Party government’'s spending and
its expected $54 billion budget blowout over the next decade. There is
no doubt that government spending is a major driver behind inflation.
Spending has grown by as much as 13 percent in the first half of the
fiscal year, double that of the same period in 2024 and the fastest
growth rate in the last decade. To put it simply, last month’s decision
by the Reserve Bank of Australia to increase interest rates won’t be its
last if the government continues spending at this rate.

The geolocation data required by the EU to remain accredited for cattle
producers has already raised concerns. A local producer mentioned
they had been contacted by an EU representative with concerns over
the clearing of dead trees, believe it or not, you're not supposed to
remove dead trees as it falls under the deforestation-free rules. We
knew giving the EU these coordinates would be a concern, but this
seems ridiculous. It should serve as a warning that the eye in the sky
is watching our farming practices. The question is, who else is looking
at what we do?

3,748 head of cattle were yarded in Tamworth on Monday, with prices
remaining firm to slightly cheaper across most categories. The best of
the weaner steers topped at 540c/kg, weaner heifers made to 437c¢c/
kg, while Angus feeder steers topped at 487c¢/kg and the heifer portion
made to 434c/kg. Kill cattle remained fully firm, with the best of the
domestic cattle making to 463c/kg, while heavy cows topped at 382c/
kg, just 10c/kg behind the best cows in Wagga on Monday.

6,700 sheep and lambs were yarded on Monday in Tamworth, with a
large run of store lambs penned. Restocker lambs made from $150—
$225/head, trade weights to kill made to $276, while the best export
lambs topped at $370. Mutton held firm, with the best of the XB mutton
topping at $273, while the best Merino ewes made to $226.
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$1,600....

For all enquiries please
contact Harry Pointing.

0475 401 092




St Pat’s students make a splash

Above: Students that will be representing St Patrick’s Primary at the
Armidale Catholic Schools Swimming Carnival in Inverell on 27 February.

St Patrick’s Primary students proved that a little rain - or a lot of it -
couldn’'t dampen their spirits last Monday. Despite wet conditions and
a change of venue to Armidale, the annual School Swimming Carnival
was declared a resounding success.

While the weather wasn't ideal, the move to the Monckton Aquatic
Centre facilities proved to be a great decision, providing an excellent
backdrop for the day’s races.

A major highlight was the House competition with Oxley House taking
home the honours as Overall House Champions for the day.

The school wishes to acknowledge all of the parents, grandparents,
staff and supporters for their assistance and support in the running of
the day. A special note of gratitude to Mrs. Pittman and Mrs. Rizzi. The
change of venue brought a mountain of new logistics, and their tireless
work behind the scenes ensured the event ran smoothly.

Our 2026 Swimming Champions and runner-up in each age division
are as follows:

Nutrien 6 Boulton's

Nutrien Boulton’'s Working Dog Sale
Sunday 15 March 2026

Nowendoc Recreation Grounds

Juvenile Boy Champion — Riley Curtis -

Juvenile Girl Champion — Tessa Fritsch RU — Poppy Betts
Junior Boy  Champion — Archie King RU — Oscar Young
Junior Girl  Champion — Mila Tate RU — Ella Waters

11 Year Boy Champion — Will Lisle RU Isaac Olrich

11 Year Girl Champion — Airlee Tate RU — Phoebe Grills
Senior Boy Champion — Shaun Zorgdrager RU — Benji Provost
Senior Girl  Champion — Josie Wauch RU - Florence Davey

Congratulations to everyone on their achievements.

Stock and Property Watch

www.nutrienharcourts.com.au

* Pre-Works 8am ¢ Sale 1pm « Vendor Meeting 10am to 12pm

‘Ugh jen Boulton's S Y :
AuctionsPlus m"u!& C g BBER

Pre-Works and Dog Sale
Pre-Works will run from 8am.
Sale will commence at 1pm
after the Vendor Trial. The
sale will showcase a quality
lineup of dogs, split into two
categories, sheep dogs and
cattle dogs

Come along and enjoy a great day out!

Vendor Shoot Out
The Vendor Dog Trial will be
held between the Pre-Works
and the sale. Participation is
open exclusively to vendors,
who may compete using any
dog of their choice.

Trade Stalls
In between all the dog action
you can take some time
to shop at the trade stalls.
There will be something for
everyone!

Contact Maddie Davidson 0429 002 651 | Mat Larkings 0427 002 427

Nutrien Boulton’s Walcha ® 3n Derby Street Walcha = 6777 2044

Scan Below for
more info and
to nominate
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TRANSPORT

WALCHA

2 67772126

Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077
Brian Smith 0427 780 216

WEALTH
ARCHITECTS

Design the life you want and
let us take care of the rest.

Introducing Paul Macfarlane
and Wealth Architects
Tamworth, now succeeding
Greig Meyer and PKF Wealth.
Paul, a seasoned financial
planner and principal of
Wealth Architects, serves
the Tamworth and Walcha
communities.

Reach out to our office to see
how Paul can help you achieve
your financial, retirement, and
investment goals.

Tamworth
22 — 24 Bourke St Tamworth 2340

Walcha
12 Derby St Walcha 2354

P: 6768 4560

Wealth Architects Tamworth is a
Corporate Authorised Representative
(001247176) of Insight Investment
Services Pty Ltd, AFSL 309 996.

lefters to the editor

Following recent letters published in the Advocate, | can’t sit back and let
Rachel Grieg’s contribution to our understanding of the REZ and what it
means for Walcha, be cast aside as rhetoric or scare mongering. In her
letter on the 21 January ‘A water wake up call for Walcha’ Rachel quoted
figures taken directly from Energy Co’s own report. She was making us
aware of the unbelievable projected demands on our water by 2032 if
the REZ proceeds as planned. The Walcha community should rightly
be alarmed. If you have any doubts, satisfy your curiosity by reading the
Energy Co reports. They are Energy Co projections and very scary.

One letter dismissed the projections as they were made by ‘city based
“experts” who suggested our water needs would increase by 1000% by
2032. The fact is they are the developer’s projections (not Rachel Greig's
or the Voice for Walcha) and the same ‘city based “experts” are planning all
of the New England REZ. This water is required for construction, workers
accommodation, waste and so on. They are not projections around our
population.

What is even more alarming is that there is so little consideration about
the cost of this project. It appears that if water or gravel are not available
in remote areas such as Walcha, they will just truck it in by road! In many
cases this will be a hundred plus kilometres. If you are having trouble
comprehending what that means, it will be hundreds more trucks (over
and above those already forecast) on our regional roads every day. That
has significant implications for road safety, not to mention the wear and
tear on roads. Our Council needs to be across this.

Garry Olrich and | travelled to Dunedoo last week to have a tour around
the area where Energy Co are constructing the Orana REZ workers
village and Hub which is located adjacent to Merotherie Road. | don’t have
the words to describe what we witnessed. The best | can come up with
is absolute chaos. Local roads are congested with trucks carting gravel,
trucks carting water, trucks carting equipment and there is machinery
buzzing around the site like nothing | have ever seen. | think our council
would be well advised to take a similar tour sooner rather than later to
have an understating of what lies ahead.

Amongst recent correspondence it has been said the ‘Voice for Walcha’
is a ‘small group’ and inferred that as such have no license. | think there
are around 480 members which is significant given our population. | would
hasten to say that in my view without the scrutiny by the Voice for Walcha
around the REZ | am not sure where we would be today. They are the only
ones who have held developers, government and even our own Council
to account during the planning process. Their investment in time and
commitment to our wonderful community should be applauded as they
advocate for sensible, manageable levels of renewable development in
our shire. They are not the reason projects like Winterbourne Wind have
been slow to get off the ground. | believe this project could well be under
way if the planning process had been better managed. Those of you
unhappy about the lack of progress should really direct your questions to
those involved in that planning process.

Bruce Rutherford

Nutrien % Boulton's

Preliminary Notice for Boulton’s Auctions Plus

Weaner, Feeder and Breeder Twilight Sale
26 March 2026

For Bookings Contact:
« Mat Larkings 0427 002 427 « Simon Newton 0467 660 320
« Dan Coulthurst 0419 879 793 « Miles Archdale 0428 660 326
« Maddie Davidson 0429 002 651

Nutrien Boulton’s Walcha ® 3n Derby Street Walcha ® 6777 2044
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Like to attend Rotary
Youth Camp in 20267

Rotary is at it again! This time with another amazing youth program;
Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment (RYPEN) camp, for 13 to 17 year
olds.

Recognised for its hands-on approach to youth leadership, the camp
will be held at The Francis Retreat in Bonny Hills, NSW from Saturday
6 June to Monday 8 June 2026. The aim of the camp is to empower
participants with skills that extend beyond the classroom.

The camp features outdoor challenges, games, group activities and
problem-solving sessions, all designed to encourage communication,
confidence and commitment. Experienced Rotarians and young
leaders guide participants throughout the weekend, ensuring everyone
feels supported while being encouraged to try new things.

The cost of the camp is $440, however Rotary Club of Walcha is
offering sponsorship to assist with fees for those who need support.
Applications are now open and close on 7 May 2026.

For further details or to apply visit www.rotary9660.org.au (youth
programs) or contact the Youth Director for the Rotary Club of Walcha,
Fiona Barden on 0429 690 679.

REAL ESTATE & LIVESTOCK
pitt.son.walcha@bigpond.com
www.pittsons.com.au

wa Favoured %/‘ea

catches winter sun all day
+ Closed in back verandah plus launfry and
second toilet

Pitt Sons

* Three Bedroom with built-ins to main * Bathroom has shower, tub and toilet

» Very modern kitchen with top of the range * Lovely open verandah at front of home
dishwasher, stove and oven * Under home are two garages plus

» Lounge room with new wood fire storeroom in between

* Near new carpet throughout + Easy access to good workshop under home

+ Feature of the home is the sun room which * Lock-up separate garage with concrete floor
and roller door plus carport in backyard
away from home.

& To the wonderful nurses at the Walcha MPS who cared for
my wife Cherie so beautifully and with so much compassion.
Many thanks.

& To Wayne and Chloe Hoy for doing a top job spraying the
roadside blackberries.

& To Kim for her excellent care of me when | had to attend
Walcha Hospital recently.

& To Destinee, Jo and all at Walcha Vets. Thank you for taking
such good care of my cat, you are wonderful.

& Thank you to Miranda at NAB for sorting out my payments,
much appreciated.

© What a great WAMATS street parade on Friday. To all
those who participated, and the show of strength by local
businesses, including Betts and Brian Smith Transport,
congratulations. We should be proud to have these firms
operating in our local area.

& Thank you to all those who assisted with the running of the
bar over the Walcha Race weekend. Without volunteers it
would have been nigh impossible. A BIG thank you!!

& To Nick and the Park Run organisers for the encouragement
and great fun. Highly recommended.

Contributions will be received in person, by phone or
email and m mpani r name an n
details. They will be printed at the discretion of the editor.

OFFICE 6777 2000
Sam Payne 0428 667 404
Ron Vincent 0427 775 821

All this for
$620,000
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..~ WALCHASHOW

o @ From our Chief Stewards

Photography

Flowers

Start getting your photos sorted, printed and mounted! The photography
section is one of the largest at the show and with 70 classes you're
sure to find a category to suit. This year’s special section is Automotive/
Mechanical, giving you a wide range for this topic.

PLEASE NOTE: Change in the size of photos that are eligible to be
entered. New maximum size 8 x 10 inches or 20 x 25cm, this change will
hopefully allow for a better display.

We have some awesome prizes again this
year thanks to our wonderful sponsors.
So, get those cameras snapping and the
printers printing. Please read the show
schedule for mounting criteria and classes. =
Submit your entries from as early as 8.30am —
and up until 12 noon on Monday 9 March.
Enquiries: Sue Harrison 0427 772 148

Cattle Section Entries

The Junior Heifer Show and Paraders competition will be held Friday 13
March with an entry fee of $5 per child. Exhibits must be shown by an
individual under the age of 25 as of 1 May 2026. Beef breed classes will
be held on Saturday 14 March. Entries to be in no later than Friday 6
March via email samlisle@bigpond.com or using the Entry Form in the
centre of the Show book.

Junior Judging

Meat Sheep and Merino Junior Judging will commence at 9.30am
on Friday March 13, with Beef Cattle Junior Judging commencing at
1.00pm.

Community
Recycling Centres

The right place for your problem waste

Paint Gas bottles Fluoro globes Smoke
and tubes detectors
P o f .
[
Aerosols Motor and Household Car batteries
other oils batteries

Only household guantities accepted.

It’s FREE to drop off these items at:

Walcha Waste Depot & Community Recycling Centre
49 Aerodrome Rd, Walcha

For more information visit cleanout.com.au

Brought to you by the NSW Environment Protection Authority.

Wi

GOVERNMENT

This year we have introduced a Novice Dahlia Class for those who
haven’t previously won a First Prize in a Dahlia class at the Walcha
Show. Please study the schedule and enter your flowers, foliage and pot
plants. Entries will be taken from 10am — 5.30pm Thursday 12 March
and again on Friday morning from 7.30am. NO entries will be taken after
9am. If you are entering in the Decorative Section, please contact Julie
Ireland with your entries by Friday 6 March.

We are holding a Demonstration Day on ‘staging
entries’ on Saturday 28 February from 9.30am —
2.00pm at the Flower Pavilion. Please join us and
bring along your lunch, chair and a few flowers
so we can help with your entries. Morning tea
provided.

Enquiries to: Julie Ireland 0427 776 469

Pet Show

The judging of the Pet Show will take place in front of the Main Pavilion
at the new time of 10.00am on Saturday 14 March.

Handlers must be children, with the competition open to all school
students up to Year 10, including pre-schoolers. Exhibitors must provide
their own suitable cage, pen or lead, and are able to enter as many
classes as they like. Puppies and kittens must have their eyes open and
it is recommended that your pet’s vaccinations be up-to-date.

There are eight classes, including Best Bird, Insect, Cat or Kitten, large
dog, toy dog or puppy, trick pet, decorated pet and a section for a pet
not mentioned.

Enquiries to: Betsy Norton

Youth Group is Back!

Youth in school years 5 — 9 are invited to check out Youth Group and
join in some hot weather fun this Saturday night. Water games will cool
everyone down, so come dressed to get wet, and bring a towel and
change of clothes if you want to dry off.

Youth Group is FREE to come along to, it meets every Saturday night
in the Presbyterian church hall and yard from 5pm - 7pm. We spend
time playing lots of games, and trying out fun challenges and activities.
Each week we also look at a passage from the Bible and have dinner
together.

For more information contact Graham & Karen Barnes,
walchapc@gmail.com or 6777 2539.

B e

R O

Winter Olympic billy-cart-bobsledding with Jazz Hayton (Youth Group Leader)
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Walcha Businesses
invited to Networking Night

The Walcha Business Group is thrilled to announce its first Business
Networking Event for 2026! Whether you're a long-time local operator,
a new business in town, or simply keen to connect with others in the
business community, join us on Tuesday 24 February at the Walcha
Bowling Club for an evening of opportunities to connect, collaborate
and help shape what the year ahead could look like for business in
Walcha.

From 5:30pm to 7:30pm, mingle with fellow business owners and
operators, share your ideas, and discover what's happening across
the local business landscape. Enjoy a delicious set-menu dinner
and be part of shaping new initiatives that will support and grow our
community. Your voice matters — come along and let us know what
would make a real difference to your business!

The Walcha Business Group Board hopes the evening will be a
positive way to kick off the year — bringing people together, hearing
what the business community is looking for, and creating a strong
sense of collaboration and momentum heading into 2026. “We're
genuinely looking forward to bringing local businesses together, so
we can identify shared needs and work on joint solutions,” says Fiona
Barden, President of the Business Group.

Tickets are $15 per person for members and $25 per person for
non-members (dinner included). Drinks available at the bar. RSVP
by 5:00pm Sunday 22 February by email to walchabusinessgroup@
gmail.com or by phone on 0429 690 679. If you're interested in
becoming a member of the Walcha Business Group, please contact
Fiona on 0429 690 679 or Cameron on 0488 990 777.

We can’t wait to see you there—come along, bring a mate, and help
make 2026 a big year for local business!

KENTUCKY

Walcha Farmers’
Market this weekend

Guyra spuds are on the menu at this Saturday’s Walcha Farmers’
Market at McHatten Park. It's the best time of the year for fresh
produce, and there’ll be a great range of fruit and vegetables from
local gardens.

If you've got surplus to share, you can bring along your bounty,
including eggs, condiments, and plants, to the Community Stall. If
you volunteer for a couple of hours on the stall, the 20 per cent
commission is waived. Alongside the veg, there’ll be oysters and
trout, honey, salami and goat dairy products.

You'll be able to take home fresh flowers, and plants to pop in before
the first frost. If you’re looking for a gift, or something special for
yourself, locals artists and makers may have something that catches
your eye. The market is on from 8.30am till 12.30pm in McHatten
Park on Saturday.

215t FEBRUARY 8.30am -12.30pm
b MCcHATTAN PARK

Davidson Cameron & Co.

Situated just Skm south of Kentucky and perfectly positioned between Walcha and

Uralla, this tranquil 60-acre rural retreat offers an exceptional blend of natural
beauty, sustainability, and practical farming capability

« Comiortable carrying capacity of 15-20 cattle

« Fenced into 8 well-designed paddocks for easy stock management,
complemented by steel cattie yards featuring a vet crush and loading ramp.

» Machinery Shed & lean-to.
Boasting a large lagoon covering over 2,.5ha, natural springs, two dams, and
two water troughs.

= 2 residences - 4 bedroom home and 2 bedroom cottage

Further Information and private inspections available on reguest.

Livestock & Rural Property Agents

Address: “Nandewar” 200 Burtons Lane,

Kentucky MNSW

Contact: Andrew Blomfield
0428 667 402

ablomfield@dcco.com.au

_\ Davidson Cameron & Co.

WWw . ACCo.CoIm.au
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MARKETS

Z'TOR AN ARRAY OF
SEASONAL PRODUCE,
FRESH COFFEE
SWEETS & PASTRIES.
BACON & EGG ROLLS
PLANTS AND TREES
PLUS MUCH MORE!!!

GOT ANY EXTRA PRODUCE?

BRING ALONG YOUR
HOME-MADE CONDIMENTS,
BAKING, FRESH PRODUCE,

PLANTS, EGGS AND SO ON TO
THE COMMUNITY STALL WE CAN
SELL THEM ON YOUR BEHALF
* SEE TERMS AND CONDITIONS ONLINE

> {FARERS MARKET )<

NEW STALLHOLDERS WELCOME
WALCHAFARMERSMARKET.0RG.AU

what'’s the goss &%

with AJ Cross

Long term Walcha Hospital Auxilary
member Irene Simpson was farewelled at
the St Andrews Anglican Church on Monday
at the age of 88 years and was the beloved
wife of the late Barry Simpson. Condolences
to her daughter Sandra and son Peter along
with all other family members and friends.
May Irene Edith Simpson (nee Hogno) Rest
in Peace.

Sad to hear talented footballer of
yesteryear Peter ‘Cedric’ O’Brien who
played for clubs including Glen Innes,
Tenterfield and Armidale left this world
late last month at the age of 69 years. He
cerntainly gave the Walcha Roos plenty to
think about in Group 19 back in the 1980’s
and 90’s with his great ball skills. Sort of hits
home, considering ‘Cedric’ was born two
days before myself. RIP ‘Bluey’.

Last Friday South Street resident,
Dick Bowden celebrated 90 years on the
planet but when his daughter Sue asked
me to mention the milestone in last weeks
WTGoss? She failed to tell me that she was
turning 60 years young on the same day.
Hope both Dick and Sue had enjoyable
birthdays.

Congratulations to Walcha Junior
Netballers Lilah Tate (U/14’s), Grace Smith
(13’s), Alice Swilks and Aggie Street (12’s)
and Airlee Tate (11’s) on being selected in
the Armidale District Netball Association
representative teams. Go girls.

Congratulations to the organisors of the
Walcha Antique Machinery and Truck
Show (WAMATS) held last weekend. One
of the many highlights was the Parade
through town on Saturday morning and
it would be interesting to know how many
individual vehicles were involved. At one
stage | had counted up to 130 before losing
concentration and there were more after
that. Well done to all participants one and
all, including Darrell Parsons who drove his
Kingswood Station Wagon formerly owned
by IJ Cross.

XYy

Two heads are better than one well as a
rule anyway. My much better half Linda and
her sister Sandra Laurie were all set to attend
a Hospital Auxiliary meeting last week when
they were informed by fellow committee
member, Vicki Mclvor, that the meeting was
actually on this week. Hopefully the girls get
it right tomorrow night.

LYYy
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A while | called into the IGA Deli and
after collecting my purchases off Sariann
Andrews | attempted to pay her directly for
the goods. To say the look | received from
the lawn bowling champion was one of
surprise would be understanding it before
Sariann directed me to the appropriate
checkout counter to seal the deal.

A reminder to all Footy Tipsters that the
NRL competition commences on Sunday
March 1st and the usual suspects are
conducting competitions at the Newie,
Bowling Club and Apsley Arms while the
Walcha Bar and Grill will also be running
one. All interested tipsters are requested to
get their names in at the various venues.

The 2026 Walcha Mens’ Golf
Championships commence this Sunday
with the 3 round competition running over
the next 3 weekends. Reigning champions
are Lee Fletcher (A Grade and Veterans)
along with Mollydookers Jamie Bowden (8
time B Grade champion) and Allan Laurie (C
Grade). Best of luck to all competitors.

Congratulations to A Grade golfer David
Sweeney on winning the final of the final of
the 2025 Match Play Championships when
he snuck home 1 up against Lee Fletcher
last Sunday. Di heard a whisper that ‘Sween’
was very happy to win the event as he will
now get his name up on an honour board,
not far from where his wife Simone has hers
as A Grade Ladies Champion. Well done
David.

The Newie 777’s horse racing tipping
competition went off for the second
Saturday on the trot when ‘Cafe Millenium’
saluted the judge at Flemington, ‘Joliestar’
got up at Randwick before ‘Green Fly’ was
first past the post at Eagle Farm. Although
the prize pot wasn’t huge the bloke who
won it was fairly happy with himself having
collected the cash on two of the last three
occasions after splitting the dollars with
Michael ‘Red’ Hoy a while back. Hint — |
have known him for 69 years — every single
minute of that time.



acvocate sport @

Wednesday Golf

Unfortunately we did not get any new beginners on
Wednesday, but still had a good roll up of players for a par
event, playing for Marg Higgins trophy.

Our winner with a great score of +5 was Katie Smith,
who counted out Robyn Salt also on +5. The following
sweepstakes were won by Pauline Carter +3, Polly Locke
+3 and Anne Martin with square.

Nearest the pin on Hole 3 was Alison Cameron, and
second shot on 18 was Lorraine Walshe. Donna Martin
had the best second shot on Hole 7.

This Wednesday the 18 February, will be stableford
playing for Betty Borthwick’s trophy.

Ladies Bowls

Last Thursday there was a game of Triples played. It
started off rather dismal for Jan Cross, Lyn Burnell and
Rosie Aitken who had gained three points after ten ends.
They then scored 10 on the last two ends just losing to
Debbie Richards, Janice Rizzi and Pam Makeham 14-13.
We held a very successful street stall last Friday with Suzie
Fortescue winning the fuel voucher and Bruce Rutherford
winning the meat voucher. Thank you to everyone who
supported the stall in some way.

The Minor Singles commence tomorrow with Marie Spink
playing Lee McCoy, marker Lyn Burnell. The remaining
games will be announced soon. Our monthly meeting is
tomorrow commencing 1.00pm in the clubhouse. There
will be social bowls tomorrow.

Bowls

Thursday Bowls: Eight bowlers played two games of
pairs. Brian Goodwin and Peter Batterham were defeated
by Tony Asmus and Tony Batterham 17 to 7. John
McCormack and Denis Makeham defeated Barry Hoad
andNoel Goodwin 16 to 8.

The two Tonys won the chooks.

North Tamworth pennant side was too good for our
Wialcha side last Sunday winning 80 to 58. All players will
benefit from the game and be ready to take on Inverell
this Saturday.

Mixed pairs Championships start on the 1 March. Sheets
and particulars are on the board for all events.

Thursday bowls and twilight bowls are on again this week.

At the Nineteenth

The Monthly Stroke Medal Round was played last Sunday
where ‘Molleydooker' Darren Bird blitzed the field after
carding a very tidy 61 nett to collect a trophy donated by
club handicapper Don Brooks and the C Grade Mug.

A Grade went Michael Stackman with a 70 nett off the
back of the best scratch score on the day a six over par
76 whereas club captain Willy Brennan took out B Grade
with 71 nett.

Sweepstakes went to James Norton 69, David Sweeney
71, Lee Fletcher 72 and Andrew Robertson 72.

Long Drives sponsored by Tony ‘Backhanded Larry
Asmus were quilted by David Sweeney (A), Angus
Warden (B) and Julie Hoad (C).

Sharpest shooters at the pins were Wayne Brennan (3)
and Lee Fletcher (both 9 and 18).

The putting competition was won by Angus Warden after
he engaged his flat stick on 24 occasions but had to count
out Andrew Robertson to do so, while Owen Presnell
eagerly received the coverted ‘Pink Shirt' for most putts
with 31 jabs.

The final of the 2025 Match Play competition was held last
Sunday where David Sweeney defeated Club Champion
Lee Fletcher 1 up in a close one. In the 2026 Match Play
Michael Stackman rounded up Alex Gill 3 and 2, Andrew
Robertson downed Col Berry 6 and 5 whereas Angus
Warden got the job done against Barry Hoad 6 and 5 also.
Last Saturday Jock McLaren won the weekly 9 hole
competition after he racked up 16 stableford points to
sneak home from Runner Up John McCormack on 15
points in a three way countback with Jock McLaren and
Anne Martin who hit the most accurate tee shot on the
3rd hole.

This Sunday is the opening round of the 2026 Club
Championships where skipper Willy Brennan is in charge
of supplying the daily prize and he did indicate that now he
is retired and on the Pension the trophy may not be quite
as big as yesteryear.

Walcha/Uralla won their 2nd Grade match and lost their
3rd Grade game when Round 10 of the Armidale District
Cricket competitions were played last Saturday.

At Harris Park in Armidale Walcha/Uralla 2nd Grade were
sent into bat by Easts Green and were dismissed for 160
runs off 30 overs.

Openers Ed Blomfield and Josh Weamne put on a first
wicket partnership of 40 runs before the latter was caught
for 18 runs.

Ed Blomfield went on to top score with 35, Jay Grills
chipped in with 28, Peter Mooney 19, Barry Hoy 18, David
Ford 14 and Daniel Boyd 11.

In reply the home side were dismissed in their 33rd over,
17 runs, short of what they needed after Walcha/Uralla
openers David Ford 4 for 28 and Matt Harper 3/25 did
most of the damages. All bowlers used were successful
with Daniel Boyd , Jay Grills and Ed Blomfield snaring a
wicket each.

Here at Peter Fenwicke Oval the home side won the
toss and invited Hillgrove 3rd Grade to bat where they
accumulated 183 runs at a loss of 8 wickets off their 40
overs.

Veteran David Morley captured 3/29 and his son Owen
2/19 while Ben Ussher, Nathan Swan and Will Cox all took
a wicket each.

Walcha/Uralla were dismissed for 88 runs in their 32 over
95 runs short of their target.

Skipper Nathan Laurie played a lone hand scoring an
unbeaten 40 runs whereas Ben Ussher was the only other
batter to reach double figures with 13 runs.

This Saturday in Round 11 Walcha/Uralla 2nd Grade host
Easts Yellow at Peter Fenwicke Oval and 3rd Grade travel
to Newling Oval to take on Ex Services.

Walcha/Uralla v East 2nd Grade
Walcha/Uralla

JWEARNE c L Taylor b J Davies............couueeeernmeeeeeennee. 18
E BLOMFIELD c J Miller b J Davies............occceveererenn. 35
D BOYD c P Brealey b J Davies..........ooc.ccnmeereemmreeeernne 1
S RAFFERTY b M Northam ..........oveeecveeernerereessnns 2
P MOONEY b T MItChell ....cooovumerereenmreeecrenesnssesennens 19
JGRILLS cPBrealey b L Taylor ........ccc.coneeeeermmreeeennnee 28
D FORD ¢ P Brealey b B Moran..........ccc..onmeereeecerenne 14
B HOY bW B SWIlKS .....voevrrveeerecereesiseeeeresesnssesennens 18
G YOULL ¢ J Miller b B MOran ..........oueceeeeeeermeeversennns 0
H BLOMFIELD b B SWIIKS .....cvvoeureeeernmeeereeesrsseeesesnnns 0

MHARPER N0 ....ooeeererecceeeeessssisssssnseneesessssssssssssssnnns 1
Total 160 (30 overs) Extras 14

Bowling (overs/maidens/runs/wkt): B Swilks 5-1-20-2, B
Moran 8-1-36-2, J Davies 6-0-13-3, M Northam 5-0-40-1,
T Mitchell 4-0-23-1, L Taylor 2-0-24-1.
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Easts

G SWILKS ¢ P Mooney b M Harper...........occceenecevennen. 0
NMILLER ¢ BHoy b D Ford ............. .8
J MILLER ¢ B Hoy b M Harper-.. .0
CMORAN Db D Ford............... .0
JDAVIES ¢ D Ford b D Boyd.... .43
BMORAN cB HoybD Ford..... .0
PBREALEY c? b J Grills ......coooorrerreens .9
M NORTHAM ¢ J Wearne b M Harper..........ccc.oveevnn. 18
TMITCHELL D D FOMd ...ovooormerrcrvvereererseenesecsesesnnnane
LTAYLOR N.0.cvecveeerrereenesmsnnneesenns

B SWILKS ¢ P Mooney b E Blomfield
Total 143 (32.4 overs) Extras 8
Bowling (overs/maidens/runs/wkt): M Harper 6.3-2-25-3,
D Ford 8-0-28-4, D Boyd 7.3-0-28-1, J Grills 7-0-37-1, E
Blomfield 3.4-0-22-1.

Walcha/Uralla v Hillgrove 3rd Grade

Hillgrove
ACOWAN b D MOHEY......veeerereerneeeerreeeesseesessneneens 26
P TOWNSEND ¢ W Cox b B Ussher.

ASTEWART Ibw D MOMEY ...ooovevrrreerereeienrsrissnnneens 38
B DEXTER C&b D MOMEY .......oovrrrrvevrssessssessssnnnsseens 9
JFROST b O MOHBY.....ovvurrerrricrieessisesessessssssssssneses 17

C HUNTER ¢ W Cox b O Morley .......cevvvemrreeererrrennnne 58
TJONES DN SWaN oo issenessenies 19
CFROSTCN SWan b W COX .....ouvverrererveriesiesnsseniennns 3
TLLOYD N0

C VAN DER VEER N0
Total 183 (40 overs) Extras 6

Bowling (overs/maidens/runs/wkt): B Ussher 8-0-28-1, N
Laurie 6-1-19-0, D Morley 8-0-29-3, B Dwyer 5-0-36-0,
N Swan 6-0-33-1, B Jex 3-0-16-0, O Morley 3-0-19-2, W
Cox 1-0-2-1.

Walcha/Uralla

BMULLEN ¢ T Jones b C van der Veer ........c.ccocouen... 5
D MORLEY ¢ J Frost b C van der Veer.
BDWYER st T Jones b T Lloyd.............
O MORLEY tLIOYA......correeerrrrermrreerereeesssenessssesessnanes
N SWAN b C van der VEET .......cc.oevvvevenrenrrresveesseserenn.
N LAURIE N.O...ccorrerenne
C LAURIE Ibw C Hunter.......cc.ovverrrernnn.
B USSHER ¢ J Frost b R van der Veer..

B JEX 1.0A COWAN oo .2
H WILLIAMS ¢ J Frost b C Frost... .6
W COXstTJones b TLIOYd ......ocovvvveeerirerrirensriennenne 5

Total 88 (32 overs) Extras 8

Bowling (overs/maidens/runs/wkt): C van der Veer 8-4-9-
3, C Frost 7-2-8-1, T Lloyd 7-1-17-3, C Hunter 5-0-20-1, R
van der Veer 4-0-26-1, A Stewart 1-0-6-0.

Walchal/Uralla
2024 — 2026 Cricket Sponsors

MAJOR SPONSORS
« Karori « New England Vets Cricket
* Winterbourne Wind ¢ Origin New England
* SuperAir « First Contact Security
SPONSORS

* JM Girills Tiling « Walcha Carrying Co
» Walcha Tyre Service « Commercial Hotel

* Transwest Fuels » Thunderbolt Gas

+ Davidson Cameron & Co.

ADVERTISEMENT E



Expressions of Interest

Walcha Council S
Call For Expressions ;@=
Of Interest — Shaping

Walcha’s Identity: Walcha 2050

Walcha Council is inviting expressions of
interest from community members who would
like to volunteer their time, ideas and local
knowledge to help shape Walcha's future
identity.

We are seeking a diverse group of community-
minded individuals who are passionate about
sharing their perspectives on what makes
Walcha a unique and special place to live,
work and visit. A community forum is being
planned with a maximum of 80 people to
discuss, answer questions and generate ideas
under the guidance of a professional facilitator.
Details are as follows:

First Community Session
|:%|
EZ8 Tuesday, 31 March 2026

@ 7:00 pm —9:00 pm

Walcha Vet Supplies

For more information please call 02 6774 2500

If you are interested please send us your
expression of interest by the 04 March 2026
- email council@walcha.nsw.gov.au or write
to: PO Box 2 Walcha 2534 . Elected members
of the Council will be determining the final
list of invitees to this meeting. It needs to be
emphasised that this is just the start of what is
expected to be a long term project.

Be a part of defining Walcha'’s future together!

Stephen Parry, General Manager
Walcha Council, PO Box 2, Walcha NSW

.

Walcha Antique Machinery And Truck Show

See story on front page.

Public Notices

DR GENEVIEVE FREER
Phone 6777 2068 | 0429 668 583

Shoreline Oysters will be at the Farmers
Markets this Saturday.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER for Nigeria on
Wednesday 4 March in Anglican Church
South Street starting at 12 noon followed by
light lunch. Everyone welcome.

Walcha Home Furnishing
Now Open
Buying and Selling

Quality Furniture
PH: Dave 0427 771 469

Position Vacant

Walcha Council

N __Co

c,
S

4

Meeting Notices

Walcha Support Group Thursday 26th
February 1.30pm WCCC Rooms Middle
Street. Relaxation 12.30pm BYO Lunch 1pm
Meeting 1.30pm. All Welcome.

Raffle Results

Westpac Rescue Helicopter Support
Group Results from WAMATS Raffle. 1st
Prize: Marg McFarland, 2nd Prize: Jamie
Hayes, 3rd Prize: Peter Goldspring,
(generously donating his load of firewood
back for auction, with all proceeds benefiting
the group.) and 4th Prize: Sue Law

The Walcha Telecottage
have got your printing
needs covered.

 Catalogues and Brochures

Flyers and Newsletters
Business Cards and Letterheads

WA

TR

Small Council, Big Opportunities

* Invoice Books

o

* Full-Time Communications Manager

* Full-Time Community Care
Coordinator

 Part-Time Tourism Officer Part-Time
+ Part-Time Library Officer

For more information about these positions or
to apply, please go to https://bit.ly/\WWCvacant

Stephen Parry, General Manager
Walcha Council, PO Box 2, Walcha NSW

Page 10 ... 18 February 2026

Invitations

* Postcards and Greeting Cards
+ Signs and more ...

telecottage

Phone 6777 1111

witc@walchatelecottage.com.au




tfrade and professions

Nick Moore CA & TL GOODWIN
I U X PLUMBING & EXCAVATION SERVICES i ° 9" TRACTING SERVICES
We specialise in:
WALCHA & SURROUNDING AREAS :
» Rural fencing

4 - Highly qualified and
E L E C T R_ I C .‘q [_ f ]} experienced plumber * Stockiwork | . A
/[ All aspects of Plumbing i MachIRSRIGH aation) i
LEE HARRISON . and Gas Fitting * Fully insured with competitive rates” =8~
0 Wood heater installation » Servicingrhi: N3l /3 kS o SR, - '

0448 840 46] ' Roofing and Guttering
Gold License No 59555C

Nick 0418 691 306

nickmoore203@yahoo.com.au
Katy 0422 034 660

Call Craig: 0428 780 150 or Tracy:

leaharrisonelectrical@gmail.com

AGW Andrew: 0427 549 748

WALCHA LAW RURAL CONTRACTING Toni: 0421 972 354

« PROPERTY « ESTATES « WILLS GPS Equipped boom spraying
« POWER OF ATTORNEY & Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748
ENDURING GUARDIAN DRAFTING

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS

 FAMILY LAW & MEDIATION AOr3 ARBORIST ON THIS
Sophie Thomson Tre6 lopping & removdlat TRADE & PROFESSIONS PAGE
Truck - “ 0427 100 889
Director/Solicitor Bobcat - Small Trade Ad $30 - Large $40

" d
- Post hole digger
James Levingston Trencher

Woolshed Cleaning services

Consultant/Solicitor i i
6777 2066 y

info@walchalaw.com.au CHIROPRACTOR ANGLICAN

- Local lawyers for over 76 years —

Incorporating Patterson Byfield and Bryen Samantha Goor February 22 - 9.30am Walcha Service
B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq) Anglican church
Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am Phone 6777 2543
Stress Management 6777 1340 or email: walchaanglican@gmail.com
and
phlay, General Counselling w .
& o Appointment ilable i Walcha: every Sunday 9:30am
- %g - PP aleha o New England IT Youth Group every Saturday 5pm - 7pm,
L= = during term.
(47T, Peter Barton A
. Accredited Social Worker (MAASW) ONSITE COMPUTER Ph(‘)'\:]icé’?n;? 0530
0494 379 663 .
+
SERVICE + SALES eamioL1c

SPLITZAIR wacra Tim Sutton 0414 874 523 ECCA AL

AIR CONDITIONING AND ELECTRICAL

: gg;i‘t“;?gfei:i Ff;%?;ﬂ;‘ff'a' * @ DISCLAIMER L ETTERS TO THE EDITOR are submitted on the condition that The Walcha

+ Quality installations Telecottage as the publisher of The Apsley Advocate may edit and has the right to, and

_ license third parties to reproduce in electronic form and communicate these letters. They

Dave Stevens 0438 007 275  Lic avizes are published at the discretion of the Editor and Board. The Apsley Advocate is printed

by The Walcha Telecottage, PO Box 116 Walcha NSW 2354. Phone 6777 1111 Fax

——— 6777 1112. The Walcha Technology Co Operative Limited, the Editor and Staff of this

MILE.— . Newspaper have published any article here-in in good faith and bear no responsibility in

m respect to the accuracy of the information contained in such article. Any person or persons

— M R publishing material in this Newspaper do so in the knowledge that they shall personally
Mobile Repairer & 3

ﬁircmdumhl?nlrg Specialist

accept any responsibility for the accuracy and other correctness of such articles and also
s V accept full responsibility for the legal consequences if it be found that the article contains

PATRICK STACE — WALCHA any inaccuracies in the contents of any such articles.

Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595 ' DEADLINE MONDAY 4.30PM Editor: Anthea Nivison and Susie Crawford. Advertising/

Sport: Megan Scrivener, Joscisca Matapakia and Kate Connors.
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BULKWATER DELIVERY AVAILABLE

AFULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT &

EARTHMOVING
Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, gravel available,
road building, site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.
Check out our website for the full range of machinery,
attachments and services available.

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE
DELIVERING NOW

Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport
Jason 0427 490 487 « Jamie 0429 771 351

02 6777 2024 marchantbros@bigpond.com
www.marchantbros.com.au

OK EARTHMOVING

SPECIALISING IN ROAD CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

e Bulldozers » Skid steers + multiple
* Excavator 2t - 30t attachments

¢ Truck and Dogs * Forestry mulching

e Gravel supply e Land development

e Graders e Large Dam

* Rollers construction

Peter 0'Keefe : 0429 944 821
Will 0'Keefe : 0488 925 845

Proudly servicing Walcha and surrounding districts for over 30 years

WALCHA

BOWLING

& RECREATION CLUB

let the da/m{ limes 0

WHAT'S ON?

BOWLS 9.00am Ladies, 1pm Social

Friday 20 2.00pm — Close R

2.00PM BINGO 6.00PM BISTRO

6pm Raffle tickets meat & vege trays
7.30PM EREE BINGO
8.00PM Raffles and Members draw

( BISTRO A
* Beef Chow Mein
» Creamy Tuscany Chicken
« Sticky Maple & Lemon
Chicken

« Home deliveries « Town limits only
FOR CATERING NEEDS CALL:

\ Dianna — 0412 536 760 or 5722 6003 )

Saturday 21 11.00am - Close

5.00PM BISTRO

Sunday 22 11.00am - Close

12.00PM BISTRO
Raffle tickets from 12pm, drawn 1pm.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Saturday 21 Feb
The Club’s 90th birthday
celebrations with music by
Disco Dave

D0 YOU LIVE IN
WALCHA SHIRE?

If so you MUST be a member
to enter the Club Social
Membership $15. Full
Membership &zo. PHONE
6777 2077

3 ~  Matthew Hoy: 0427 322 640
e Aaron Bullen: 0409 776 340

SPRAYING EXCAVATING
EARTHMOVING

6PS & Ay Ston Equipped

Remote Aerial Spraying & Spreading
4x4 Truck & Boomspray, Quikspray Trailers
4x4 Tractors & Casotti's




