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Save 30% 
Off  Women’s 
Winter Stock 

No Returns or Exchanges

MID SEASON

3 DAY SALE

Thu 25th, Fri 26th 
& Sat 27th of June

Walcha Coffee has 
just tested nine of their 
coffees against the best in 
Australasia and have blitzed 
the competition.  
In what is the world’s largest 
coffee roasting competition 
our local business has 
returned from Golden Bean 
Australasia 2026 with seven 
medals after competing 
against more than 750 
coffees in what was widely 
regarded as one of the 
toughest competitions in the 
event’s history.
“We entered nine coffees 
across multiple categories 
and secured two Silver and 
five Bronze medals against 
a field featuring many of 
Australia’s most accomplished coffee roasters,” 
Cameron Hayton said.  
Walcha Coffee’s medal-winning coffees included:
Silver Medals
•	 Milk Based Espresso – Cameron Hayton
•	 Milk Based Espresso – Jazz Hayton
Bronze Medals
•	 Filter Coffee – Cameron Hayton (2 medals)
•	 Milk Based Espresso – Jazz Hayton (2 medals)
•	 Super Automatic – Jazz Hayton
Cameron said the results were especially meaningful 
given the strength of the competition.
“Golden Bean is one of the most respected 
coffee competitions in the world, and this year the 
standard was extraordinary. There were more than 
750 coffees entered, and earning a medal in any 
category was a significant achievement.”
Among the entries were two coffees that did not 

medal but nevertheless 
stood out as personal 
favourites for the Walcha 
Coffee team.
For the first time, Walcha 
Coffee entered the highly 
competitive Elite category 
with an exceptional filter 
coffee. The roastery also 
entered a rare Costa Rican 
Azul coffee in the Espresso 
category.
“The Azul was probably 
one of the most delicious 
espressos I’ve ever 
roasted,” Cameron said.
While the specialty single 
origins attracted plenty of 
attention, Walcha Coffee’s 
signature blends once again 
proved their consistency on 

the competition stage.
“Our Nat Buchanan and Thunderbolt blends 
performed strongly, as they have in previous 
competitions. They’re coffees we roast every week 
and they’re a big part of what our customers enjoy 
every day, so it’s rewarding to see them continue 
to stand up against the best coffees in the country.”
The awards were presented during a Viking-themed 
gala dinner that brought together roasters, judges 
and coffee professionals from across Australasia. 
Another highlight for the business was the success 
of second-generation roaster Jazz Hayton, who 
collected three medals of his own.
“Seeing Jazz achieve these results alongside some 
of the industry’s most experienced competitors is 
incredibly rewarding. It’s exciting to see the next 
generation developing their skills and making their 
mark.”

Walcha Coffee roasts the 
competition

Cameron Hayton pictured with Miguel from 
Flora-A-Fruto, a coffee farmer in Colombia who 

produced some of the coffee Walcha Coffee 
entered in the awards

6 Aberbaldie Road Walcha. Phone 6777 2588 • www.wvs.com.au

Spend $10,000 on Waratah Fencing and receive a 
$360 Akubra Gift Card to pick your favourite style

MAY/JUNE PROMOTION ON NOW!
SOMETHING TO HANG YOUR HAT ON 

 Ends 30th June 2026 
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By SIMON NEWTON

I don’t think you could get a better winters day than Sunday and it 
was also our shortest day of the year. Tuesdays frost would be the 
biggest thus far this winter with a few more frosty mornings predicted 
this week before it warms up again with another front and a forecast of 
up to 50mm of rain to come through early next week. The more people 
I talk to about their season who have planted winter crops the more 
say another decent fall will set them up for the rest of winter and it just 
may eventuate next week. The Bureau of Meteorology has officially 
declared an active El Nino for the remainder of winter, meaning above 
average temperatures for the remainder of winter and a high probability 
it will continue through to November.
The interesting part surrounding the super El Nino forecast is that 
a super El Nino typically produces more rain than not. Now I know 
the forecast looks grim, but they never predicted this late Autumn/
Winter change in our season which has been a game changer for all. 
I understand everyone looks forward on their forecast predictions, but 
it costs a lot of money if we get our decision wrong. We often spend 
money on crops, fertiliser and livestock on these predictions and history 
tells us to not entirely trust them but the scare mongering surrounding 
the super El Nino is relentless. Everybody’s position is different and so 
are your seasons, your rainfall and all you can do is make proactive 
decisions as we move through our seasons based on your situation. 
Now I was told someone sold all their weaners the other day because 
there is a super El Nino coming, smart considering what their weaners 
are currently worth compared to two months ago but an over cautious 
one considering the timing. 
Bird flu H5 has been detected in a second bird on the mainland of 
Australia along the Western Australian coast, north of Esperance. 
It is the first time the H5 strain of bird influenza has been found in 
Australia and is a low health risk to the public. The major concern 
for all livestock sectors is that previous avian influenza outbreaks in 
Australia have typically been contained within poultry but the H5 
variant has demonstrated an ability to infect mammals including dairy 
cattle overseas. Australia has been extremely successful in eradicating 
the H7 virus twice in the last five years, but the H5 virus is harder to 
eradicate, especially if it gets into cattle.
As of 18 June, last week Australia has hit the 100% quota limit into 
China which has seen a 55% tariff applied until it resets on 1 January 
2027. The cow market itself has seen a leveling in prices even though 
the supply of killable females has dried up. Just 350 cows were yarded 
in Tamworth fat market on Monday, 150 export cattle in Gunnedah and 
180 cows drawn for in Inverell on Tuesday. The processors are no 
doubt holding firm on values as the export beef market meets reduced 
demand for Australian beef after triggering of the Chinese quota tariff. 
Even though the tariff has been triggered, it’s better triggering it now 
than three months ago when we had excessive supply numbers due 
to the dry, now those numbers and the market look to be softening, kill 
space for cows is only a week out.   
1469 head of cattle were yarded in Tamworth on Monday, 800 less than 
the previous week and Gunnedah had only drawn for 1300 head for 
Tuesday. Weaner steers topped at 645c/kg, heifers made to 590c/kg 
while the best of the feeder steers topped at 577c/kg while the heifer 
portion made to 555c/kg. The best of the store cows topped at 376c/
kg while the heavy well finished cows topped at 408c/kg in what was a 
slightly softer cow market. 3135 head of sheep and lambs met strong 
demand with trade weight lambs topping at $280, heavy trades sold 
to 320kg while the heavy export lambs topped at $380. Heavy mutton 
topped at $330 with the majority making $180-227 per head. 
If you don’t support the Bayswater to Walcha transmission lines 
then make sure you’re at the steps of the NSW Parliament House 
tomorrow, 25 June at 3pm to get your voice heard and to hold the NSW 
Government accountable, this is about everyone’s future.

45ft flat top ● 45ft single deck cattle float ●26mtr B Double
19mtr mini B Double ● Low Loader available for hire

Call us for  

your large  

Transport  
needs

Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077 
Brian Smith 0427 780 216



The Walcha Rotary Club was again in celebration mode last Tuesday.  
Just a couple of weeks after celebrating the 70th anniversary of the 
founding of the Club at the Combined Service Clubs’ Dinner, it was 
time to join together again for the annual Rotary Changeover.  This is 
an occasion to review the past year’s achievements and look ahead 
to coming challenges as the old board stands down and the new 
board takes over, albeit with some familiar faces.  It is also a time for 
the outgoing president, Andrew Burgess to confer various awards.
The most prestigious award in the world of Rotary is the Paul Harris 
Fellowship, named after the founder of Rotary who made that small 
but ultimately momentous step in 1905.  This year, James and Aurora 
Reilly both received Paul Harris Fellowships in recognition of their 
outstanding service in the area of Rotary youth projects.  Aurora 
also received an award for the member who provided the greatest 
support to the President.  For International Service Andrew Corlette 
was awarded the Burgess Jug associated with the provision of a 
generator to a health project in Vanuatu and Casper Ozinga proudly 
walked away with the Stirrers Paddle, for keeping everyone smiling.
In the presence of local Rotarians, Walcha Lions Club members, 
Walcha Quota members, representatives of Uralla Rotary and 
Tamworth Rotary Clubs, making a total of over 50, Andrew Burgess 

delivered his report on the Club’s achievements throughout the year.  
It was an impressive list culminating in noting the donation of over 
$15,000 to various organisations in Walcha and other organisations 
regularly utilised by Walcha residents.  In addition, the Club also 
donated $15,000 towards the provision of a new diesel generator 
at Riverview as part of a joint effort with Lions and Quota donating 
equivalent amounts.  As President Andrew noted, the combined 
efforts of the service clubs in Walcha make our community the 
special place it is.
Rotary now moves into the new year with the induction of Aurora 
Reilly in the role of President.  Other board members are Stephen 
Lisle (Vice President), Casper Ozinga (Secretary), Steve McCoy 
(Treasurer),  Andrew Corlette (President Elect & International 
Service), Fiona Barden (Youth Service), John Williams (Club 
Service), Rob Blomfield (Community Service) and Andrew Burgess 
(Immediate Past President).
As a slide presentation of notable moments in the last 20 or so years 
of Rotary in Walcha rolled in the background, Aurora delivered her 
incoming President’s address in which she outlined her very positive 
vision for another successful year ahead. 

 Left: 2026/27 Board Members 
Casper Ozinga, Andrew Burgess, 

Fiona Barden, John Williams, 
Aurora Reilly, Andrew Corlette, 

Steve McCoy, Rob Blomfield and 
Steve Lisle

Right: Andrew Burgess 
presenting Paul Harris Fellowship 

awards to James and Aurora 
Reilly. 
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Nutrien Boulton’s Walcha  ■   3n Derby Street Walcha   ■   6777 2044 

Stock and Property Watch 
www.nutrienharcourts.com.au

  

New Board inducted for Rotary Club

153E Hill Street, Walcha NSW
•	 Charming family home that 

perfectly combines comfort and 
convenience

•	 Four well-appointed bedrooms
•	 Modern kitchen consists of 

ample cupboard space, with the 
convenience of a dishwasher, wall 
oven and ceramic cooktop 

•	 With two modern bathrooms 
•	 Inviting living areas, ideal for 

relaxation and entertaining.
•	 Single garage, offering secure 

parking and additional storage 
options

•	 Set on a tidy block there is plenty 
of outdoor space for gardening, 
play and just relaxing

•	 Close to the local school 
•	 This property is a fantastic 

opportunity for families and 
investors alike

Family home close to school
Peta Carter 0407 350 781

For Sale $550,000
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BEreal
Respect
Engagement
Achievement
Leadership

WALCHA CENTRAL SCHOOL
PHONE 6777 2777 
154E NORTH STREET WALCHA NSW 2354      
WWW.WALCHA-C.SCHOOLS.NSW.GOV.AU

a journey of learning from K-12

ADVERTISEMENTBrendan Moylan MP
MEMBER FOR NORTHERN TABLELANDS

Authorised by Brendan Moylan MP, Suite 2-6, 161 Balo Street, Moree NSW 2400. Funded using Parliamentary entitlements.

Electorate Office Armidale
 Suite 1, 175 Rusden Street, Armidale NSW 2350 

 02 6772 5552
 PO Box 77, Armidale NSW 2350

 northerntablelands@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Electorate Office Moree
 Suite 2-6, 161 Balo Street 

Moree NSW 2400 
 02 6752 5002

Electorate Office Inverell
 Inverell Shire Council 

144 Otho Street, Inverell NSW 2360 
 02 6728 8320

Old Hospital dilemma
For decades, the old Walcha Hospital building and site has been sitting 
vacant and derelict overlooking the Walcha township.  This iconic 
building being left to vandalism and deterioration because government 
cannot make decisions about its future, has been upsetting to many 
local residents, who have tried to progress the issue along with Walcha 
Council.
From what I can ascertain, it seems that the problem is, surprisingly, 
about money.  The land is owned by the NSW State Health Department, 
all government owned land is managed by Crown Lands and a native 
title claim has been lodged by the NSW Aboriginal Land Council.  All 
three government departments involved are reluctant to pay the cost 
of removing the asbestos in the building and no one will take on the 
responsibility, without the asbestos issue being resolved.
From the State Health Department perspective, spending upwards of 
$1million removing the asbestos is not the best spend for money given 
the needs of hospitals and patients across the State.  They would rather 
spend the money on providing clinical care - a reasonable position. 
Crown Lands also have a limited budget and, likewise, don’t have a 
cool, spare million dollars.
The Department of Aboriginal Affairs would like the asbestos removed 
before they take over management, as would anyone else in their 
position.  So, we are at a stale mate.
Meanwhile, as decades go by, any costs currently associated with the 
old building, are being paid for from the budget allocated to Walcha 
MPS and Walcha residents are carrying the burden.  Therefore, we 
get a double whammy.  An iconic building going to rack and ruin and 
we are paying for it.
Aside from this mess, I cannot find out if anyone at, government, 
non-governmental or Amaroo LALC, have any plans for the building 
and site.  Logically, it would make sense to know what the eventual 
outcome will be and build a plan to finalise this mess from there.
Firstly, however, we need to get some government action and to that 
end I would like to suggest to all interested Walcha residents and 
community groups that ‘’it is the squeaky wheel that gets the oil’’.  I am 
putting out a call for everyone to write to the three State Government 
Ministers who are passing the buck on this problem, to request some 
urgent action.  It doesn’t matter what your perspective is:  whether you 
are upset at the decline of the building, whether you object to the cost, 
or whether you are exasperated by the loss of potential for the town.  
We just need an avalanche of correspondence to roll into their offices 
and get their attention.
Contact details for the three relevant NSW Ministers are below.  If 
every resident and community group could send letters we may be 
able to raise this issue to the top of their agendas.  Well, at least we 
can try!
Sonia O’Keefe

The Hon. Ryan Park
Minister for Health	   
Minister for Regional Health	
Locked Mail Bag 2030	
St Leonards  NSW  1590	  

The Hon. Stephen Kamper, MP
Minister for Lands and Property
GPO Box 5341
Sydney NSW  2001
rockdale@parliament.nsw.gov.au

The Hon. David Robert Harris, MP
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Treaty
GPO Box 5341
Sydney  NSW  2001
wyong@parliament.nsw.gov.au



Sam and ‘Captain’ visit 
Walcha Central School

Sam Mackaway and dog ‘Captain’ from ABC Muster Dogs runs monthly demonstrations 
on how to train a stock working dog from a pup at Walcha Central School. Visiting 
the Ag farm once a month to work with the 9/10 Agriculture class, Sam gives live 
demonstrations teaching students about what he is trying to achieve with his dog.
This program  includes calm stock handling skills for the students, animal welfare and 
learning to read situations and animals when working with them.
Walcha Central School are grateful for Sam and Captain’s time and expertise, giving 
the students another learning experience.
Also, down on the WCS Farm, they have taken delivery of a new chicken caravan 
featuring full automation from letting the hens out in the morning and locking them 
away at night, auto lights, auto rollaway nesting boxes so your eggs are always clean 
and for the very first time a thermostatically controlled exhaust fan that cuts in when 
the internal temperature starts to rise!

Walcha Central School  
students with Sam Mackaway 

and ‘Captain’
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6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.au

REAL ESTATE & LIVESTOCK 
pitt.son.walcha@bigpond.com 

www.pittsons.com.au

OFFICE 6777 2000
Sam Payne 0428 667 404
Ron Vincent 0427 775 821

•	Brick veneer and iron roof
•	Three bedroom, all with built-ins 
•	Kitchen/dining with dishwasher 

and electric stove 
•	Beautiful spacious sun room on 

northern side
•	Plantation shutters throughout 

the home
•	Bathroom with shower and bath

•	Spacious garage come 
workshop will accommodate 
four cars, with garage work 
bench area and own toilet

•	Second double garage in 
backyard with roller doors

•	Large garden shed and 
spacious storage for firewood

•	Sixteen solar panels 
•	Combustion wood fire 

  3     1     4

Quiet, private setting
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om 
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Lovely Flat Block

•	 3 bedrooms , built in wardrobe in 
main

•	 Spacious kitchen
•	 Lounge room with wood heater
•	 New bathroom
•	 Entrance & hallway a feature
•	 Clean yard with a garden shed 

SOLDSOLD

Oh, what a shame.
Next week Walcha is about to lose a much 
appreciated service provided free of charge for over 
30 years.
When I moved to Walcha 13 years ago it was 
partly because of the friendly and supportive vibe 
given off from our very first visit. After living here 
for a while I was pleased to discover more of the 
volunteer provided services, clubs and amenities. 
One service that especially surprised me was when 
we came to get the bus to the Walcha Road Railway 
Station. According to the ticket I was supposed to 
lug all our luggage down the hill to McHattan Park to 
the bus stop and of course at the end of the trip lug it 
all back up the hill again. Much to our relief a certain 
bus driver picked us up from home and brought us 
back at the end of our trip. To my astonishment I 
was informed that the driver did this for just about 
everyone in town and even for a few hard pressed 
individual situations just outside town.
Thank you very much John Cross, I am sure there 
are many who are going to miss this great service 
you have provided for us all over the years. 
I wish you well in your unexpected early retirement.
Alan Churchill
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Teen Winter Excursion
Wed 15/7 
Tamworth trip for Tenpin 
Bowling, Lunch 
& Cinema
Ages 12-17 yrs
Register online
This free activity 
is supported by 
NSW Government 
Office for Youth 

Winter Holiday ProgramWalcha 

Council 

At the Walcha Library...
All library events have limited places so bookings are
essential. Visit https://cnrl.events.mylibrary.digital
or call 67742550 or email library@walcha.nsw.gov.au

NAIDOC
Storytime 

Tues 7/7 
10-11am

Stories, songs & games
followed by craft for all

children

Mandalas 
Wed 8/7 

1.30 - 2.30pm
A mindful workshop 

for adults & teens

3D Pen 
Creations

Wed 8/7 
1.30-2.30pm 

Hands on drawing like a 3D
printer for makers ages 6+

Craft 

sessions 
Fri 10/7 
9 - 11am 
Ages 5-9

11am- 12.30 
Ages 10+

Kids Club 
Games
Mon 13/7 

2pm - 4.30pm
Primary

Lego 
Free Build Time

Tues 14/7 
11am – 2pm

All ages welcome
Parents to stay 

with young children Paint & Nibble
Thurs 16/7 
11am-1pm

Ages 8+ Cost $5
Canvas & snacks provided

Kids Club 
Design a mug 

Fri 17/7 2-4pm 
Ages 10+ Cost $5 

Dance &
Dancercise 

Tues 7/7 
10am Dance for 

Preschool & primary
11.30 Dancercise for Teens

Contact Bec to book
0400881775

Sessions held in the old
preschool building

Winter holiday 
program

The Walcha Council’s youth and library team have organised a jam 
packed program of events in the upcoming winter school holidays for 
Walcha youth! There are a variety of activities which will be held at the 
library, some dance workshops and an excursion to Tamworth to warm 
up anyone who is spending the holidays in town. 
Starting with the annual NAIDOC Storytime at the library, where First 
Nations Librarian Cassie will share stories and books with children of 
all ages, followed by songs and games. Children can then participate 
in some Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander themed arts and crafts 
following the storytime. This event will be family friendly, and have 
something for all ages. It has been a lovely coincidence that this 
Storytime will not only fall in NAIDOC week, and in the school holidays, 
but it also falls on the regular Baby Rhymetime date (being scheduled 
for the first Tuesday of the month), so we hope to attract some good 
numbers to help celebrate our indigenous authors, illustrators and 
cultures.
The holiday program will also include the Central Northern Regional 
Library visitors from the Tamworth Library providing a 3D Pen 
workshop for children aged 6 and over, as well as a Mandala Drawing 
workshop for adults and teens. Walcha library staff will be many 
running craft, games, lego, painting and designing workshops in the 
library over the two week period. Bec Hoy is also running her popular 
dance workshops, which will be making use of the space in the old 
preschool rooms. These workshops will be for both younger children, 
and for teens. Bec is excited to be running a Dancercise workshop for 
teens – something new that she is hoping our local teens will be just 
as excited to try! 
The school holiday excursion to Tamworth will allow local teens to 
escape the Walcha chill for a day, and join their friends for some tenpin 
bowling, lunch and visit the cinema for a screening of Supergirl or Toy 
Story. This excursion is supported by the NSW Government’s Winter 
Holiday Break Program. 
Visit the Walcha Library to find out more about the holiday program. 
The library also shares information on Facebook or Instagram or visit 
https://cnrl.events.mylibrary.digital to book into any library events.
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For more info or to make one yours call Jayden or James (Tick) 02 6777 2755

Tick’s Pick’s 
This week at Apsley Motors

www www

Motor Dealer Licence #MD064996

	� 17.5 HP Briggs & 
Stratton 4 stroke 
engine

	� Easy fill - clear 
view fuel tank

	� 42 inch Twin 
Blade cutting 
deck

	� Easy shift 5 point 
height adjustment

	� Completed with 
headlights & 
stubby holder

Masport a4200

$4,499inc. gst$6,399

	� Hard working 
forestry chainsaw

	� Rugged & agile
	� Perfect for the 
Pro’s 

	� 50.2cc

	� 3.0KW
	� 40cm/16” Bar
	� 4.9KG

MS261c

$1,499inc. gst$1,649

	� Power through 
large clean-
ups faster with 
strong airflow, 
quiet battery 
performance 
and light weight 
handling

	� 36v
	� 970M3/H
	� 2.6KG

BGA 160 Battery 
Blower

$449inc. gst$499

The Walcha community continues to show the true meaning of 
looking after one another, with the Walcha Community Hub Food 
Pantry providing a valuable service to locals who may need a 
helping hand.
The Food Pantry is held every Monday, excluding public holidays, 
and provides community members with access to essential items 
they may need. From fresh fruit and vegetables to bread, pet food 
and many other household necessities, the pantry helps ensure 
locals have access to the basics when times are tough.
The service is open to community members and also accepts 
concession cards, senior cards, student healthcare cards and other 
recognised cards, offering support in a welcoming and friendly 
environment.
The Walcha Community Hub has worked hard to create a space 
where people can access assistance without judgement, helping to 
strengthen the community and provide support to those who need 
it most.
Adding to the success of this wonderful initiative, Walcha 
Commonwealth Bank has generously donated $1500 to the Food 
Pantry. The generous contribution will go towards helping purchase 
and provide essential items, allowing the pantry to continue 
supporting local individuals and families.
The donation highlights the incredible support local businesses and 
organisations continue to provide within the Walcha community.
The Walcha Community Hub encourages anyone who is in need 
and could benefit from the service to visit the Food Pantry and 
access the support available.

Walcha Community Hub Food Pantry 
providing support for locals
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‘Irishtown’ Mayor Mick Steep was farewelled by family and friends at 
the Bowling Club last Sunday afternoon after he left this world a few days 
before. There were quite a few touching tributes including ‘Rest Easy 
Mick’ a song written by his good friend Aleasha Tozer which brought 
plenty of those in attendance to tears. May Michael Roger Steep ‘Rest 
Easy’.

•••
Back in 2019 I was fortunate enough to be awarded an Order of 
Australia Medal (OAM) and when I caught up with ‘Steepy’ not long later 
he reckoned I deserved the OAM. Only thing was Michael changed the 
letters somewhat to ‘Ordinary Australian Mongrel’ which I was happy 
with and we had a laugh every time it was brought up. We will certainly 
miss our ‘Old Mate’. 

•••
Middle Street resident Kevin Partridge will reach the marvellous 
milestone of 90 years on the planet this Friday 26th June. ‘Old Doey’ 
intends to celebrate with family and friends at the ‘Bago’ Tavern 
in Wauchope this Sunday from 12 noon and has extended an open 
invitation to those people interested in attending. Wonder if Doey will 
receive a new mobile phone for his birthday after declaring the Stem 
Cell was malfunctioning in his old dog and bone which could have 
meant the Sim Card was playing up. Hope you have a Great Day Kevin. 

•••
Congratulations to the three Walcha Central School Touch Football 
teams who qualified for the NSW Central Schools Championships in 
Dubbo after great performances at Inverell last week. The Open Boys, 
Under 16’s Girls and Boys teams progressed while the Open Girls were 
really unlucky after running up against some stiff opposition.

•••

The Open Boys consisting of Nate Bloomfield, Cameron Mooney, 
Lachie Provost, Flynn O’Connell, Kobie Brown (who all also played 
U/16’s) Ryan Smolders, Koby Brennan, Jake Wellings and Jordy 
Bloomfield went through the Zone Carnival undefeated. In U/16’s Jack 
Wall, Hunter Linton, Brax Kemp, Nathan and Tyler Ross teamed up with 
the above five mentioned to also go through undefeated.

•••
In the U/16’s Girls Matisse Pascoe, Maddie Morris, Bree Smolders, 
Belle Saxby, Arley Olsen, Rachelle Beckhouse, Almaz Evans, Em 
Zordrager, Veja-Lee and Xaphyn Petuha finished second after losing 
one of their games but smoked Uralla in their pool final. A big shout out 
to teacher Jodie Provost and her son Lachie for all their running around 
organising a bus, a thankless task but necessary all the same. A great 
effort by everyone involved over the two days at Inverell.

•••
Former Walcha Roos player Leith Costigan ‘Lefty’ who won an A 
grade premiership here in 1994 played for the Long Flat Dragons last 
Saturday at the tender age of 50 years young. That wasn’t the highlight 
though, Dragons legend ‘Lefty’ took the field to play alongside his son 
Bryce against the Lower Macleay Magpies. Not a lot of players could 
claim the father/son achievement. Good on ya boys.

•••
The Walcha Snooker Club ran a competition last Sunday where 
President Adam Dark joined forces with Daniel Harrison to win the 
event, from runners up Terry Olsen and Uralla player Grant Clark. ‘Head 
Honcho Spud’ was pleased to get a roll up of 10 players making a 
special mention about Veterans Dick Bowden and Stan Marchant up at 
the Walcha Bar and Grill having a crack. At the moment it is planned to 
be a monthly comp but that could easily change. Stay tuned.

•••
Big Wigs of the week – Apsley: Scotty and Amanda Swain, ‘Stirrer’ 
Cross, ‘Digger’ Lordanic. Newie: Donna Wall, Peter Steep, Evan Dunn. 
Bowling Club: Julie McLennan, Adam Hall, Mona Roi (all 12pts). T.B.W 
Café: Leanne Presnell, Miles Lawrence 10pts as was the 10 out of 11 
tipsters at Vet Supplies.

with AJ Cross

Financial ServicesFinancial Services 
•	Rural and Commercial 

Finance
•	Leasing
•	Home Loans
•	Insurance Premium 

Funding

Kel Penfold 
6766 5309 0427 667 118

	To the wonderful hospital staff for all your help during our 
times of need.

	To Elyce Laurie for her excellent Netball reports. Well done. 
	To Sonia Ussher and Kat Granger Walcha Central School 

teachers for their dedication to the students at the Armidale 
Soccer Carnival. Above and beyond, greatly appreciated.

	To the amazing poem from Gary Olrich regarding Energy Co.
	 Contributions will be received in person, by phone or 

email and must be accompanied by your name and 
contact details. They will be printed at the discretion of 
the editor.  
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Death Notice 
Michael Roger Steep

‘Mick’
12/12/1956-19/6/2026

Much loved father of Estelle (and Doc)
Greatly missed

Privately cremated

Public Notice
REMEDIAL MASSAGE 
THERAPIST / PILATES

Walcha Physiotherapy welcomes RMT & 
Pilates Instructor Olivia Tickle back to their 
team. Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays. 
Bookings from Wed 24/06/2026. Certified to 
claim health funds for RMT. For appointments 
contact Walcha Physio (02) 6778 0011.

For Sale
SO HOT FIREWOOD - Keep warm this 
season. Premium well seasoned hardwood. 
Locally owned and operated supporting our 
rural community. Call now to place your order 
0428 370 356.

Firewood Top of the Range dry wood in log 
form. Delivered in town. Ph John 0427 500 110.

2 Advantage 1800 HD Sheep feeders - VG 
condition. $2,250 +GST. Denis 0427 160 653.

Meeting Notice 
Walcha Garden Club meeting Friday 3rd 
July commencing 9.30am at the Walcha 
Tennis Club. Guest speaker Warren Yeoman. 
Contact S.Law 0467 450 243 and D.Lisle 
0429 799 083.

Public Notice (cont)
Walcha Council
2026/2027 Town Waste 
Collections Calendar

Residents who receive a weekly 
waste collection service are 
advised that the 2026/2027 Waste Collections 
Calendar will be distributed with The Apsley 
Advocate on Wednesday 1 July 2026.
Please note that the first waste collection in July 
2026 will be:
Thursday 2 July 2026  – General waste (red lid bin)
Residents are encouraged to display the calendar 
in a convenient location for easy reference 
throughout the 2026/2027 financial year.
Stephen Parry, General Manager
Walcha Council, PO Box 2, Walcha NSW

Walcha Home Furnishing  
Now Open 

Buying and Selling 
Quality Furniture 
PH: Dave 0427 771 469

Wednesday Golf 
It was a stableford game that decided the Town versus 
Country battle last Wednesday playing for trophies 
donated by Julie Hoad and Julie Olrich.
Country came up trumps with 51/2 wins to Town’s 41/2 to win 
the Greenwells trophy.
The Town winner with another great score was Maddie 
Lance with 40 points.
The Country winner was Cark Street with 32 points, 
counting out Julie Olrich with 36, being unable to win her 
own trophy.
Sweepstakes went to Julie, Donna Martin, Pip Monie and 
Sal McCormack all on 32 points.
Vicki Heffernan collected a ball for nearest the pin on Hole 
3 and there was no-one on Hole 16.
Today we are playing the 27 Hole Foursomes 
Championships for the Elders trophy. Please remember 
hit off is at 9 a.m. 

Ladies Bowls 
During the week the three bowl pairs championship 
continued with Pam Makeham and Margaret Tickle 
winning against Lyn Burnell and Janice Rizzi in one 
game. Lee McCoy and Wendy Moore lost to Esther Hunt 
and Carmel Ryan in the other game. Pam Makeham and 
Margaret Tickle then played Esther Hunt and Carmel 
Ryan in the grand final which was a very close game. 
Congratulations to Pam and Margaret winning the three 
bowl pairs championship 15-14.  The social game that 
day was equally as close with Marie Spink and Jan 
Cross winning by one point on the last bowl of the final 
end 16-15. The triples championships will commence 
in September. As there are no championship games for 
a while we invite all new players to join us for a game  
9.00am for a 9.30am start.

At the Nineteenth
A healthy field of 29 players teed off in a stableford round 
last Sunday for a trophy donated by Will Nicholls where 
former long term club secretary Jenny Lisle accumulated 
38 points to win but had to survive a countback with Club 
Champion Michael Stackman also on 38.
Sweepstakes went to the runner up, along with Jock 
McLaren 37, Rose Baumer and Dion Bird both 36, Will 
Archdale and Barry Hoad both 35 James Norton and 
‘Molleydooker’ Julie Hoad both 34.
Sharpest shooters at the pins were Margaret Davidson (3) 
and Cheryl McDonald (18). 
Some diehard golfers turned up to play in the weekly 9 
hole competition last Saturday but the rain came before 
anyone could hit off. 
This Sunday is another stableford round where Gavin 
White is in charge of supplying the prize while the annual 
Manilla Open is also scheduled. 
The following Sunday is a 3 person Ambrose for the Cross 
Brothers Butchery trophies which will also be a fundraiser 
for Rotary Exchange student Matisse Pascoe who will 
be travelling overseas early next year. Nominations from 
9.30am for a 10am tee off.  Entry $30 per head which 
includes a sausage sizzle at the end of play. 

Bowls
Thursday:  Brian Goodwin & Gordon Bird defeated Tony 
Batterham & Noel Goodwin 16/15;
Barry Kliendienst x2 & Warwick Hogan defeated Barry 
Hoad, Pete Halliday & John McCormack 12/9. Brian & 
Gordon won the chooks
Draw for pairs this Saturday 27 June at 11/30:
•	 Stephen Goodwin & Gordon Bird v Mick Wall & 

Michael Hoy. 
•	 Matt Hamel & Kyle Goodwin v Matt & Dace 

Andrews. 
•	 John & Buck Byrne v Brian & Noel Goodwin. 
•	 Graham Marshall & Garry Natty v Barry Kliendienst 

& Miles Lawrence.
Correction from last week for the mixed pairs: 
•	 Michael Wall & Lee McCoy defeated Adam & Jules 

Hall 18/12.
Mick Steep, one of our good bowling mates passed 
away during the week. Mick loved his bowls and was a 
valuable member of the No 7 Pennant side which went 
on to win the State Title at Warilla in 2021. Family, friends 
and bowlers farewelled Mick last Sunday afternoon at the 
Club with a large crowd in attendance.
Mick was a really good bloke, he will be sadly missed. We 
offer our condolences to all his family and friends.

Netball
It was a quieter Saturday on the courts for Walcha this 
week, with only two teams in action while the rest enjoyed 
a well-earned break.
The Walcha Pearls continued their strong season with a 
convincing 45–6 victory over PLC 3 Hurricanes. These 
girls know where it’s at! Combining strong defensive 
pressure with patient ball movement to create some 
Walcha magic. Xaphyn Petuha was named Player of the 
Match for an excellent all-round performance, showing 
plenty of elegance on the court, with just the right amount 
of spunk when it was needed.
Earlier in the day, Walcha Pacifika faced a tough challenge 
against VIP Hotshots, going down 65–23.
The first half belonged to Pacifika, who came out firing 
and matched it with their highly rated opponents. Then, as 
the winter sun appeared, so did the fatigue.
As one player put it:
“The legs stopped working, the lungs gave up, and I spent 
the second half just trying to survive.”
Perhaps Walcha people aren’t built for warm weather after 
all!
Despite the scoreline, the girls never stopped smiling, 
enjoyed plenty of laughs and, as always, had a great run 
with a wonderful group of teammates.
See you after the holidays!



DISCLAIMER LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are submitted on the condition that The Walcha 
Telecottage as the publisher of The Apsley Advocate may edit and has the right to, and 
license third parties to reproduce in electronic form and communicate these letters. They 
are published at the discretion of the Editor and Board. The Apsley Advocate is printed 
by The Walcha Telecottage, PO Box 116 Walcha NSW 2354. Phone 6777  1111 Fax 
6777  1112. The Walcha Technology Co Operative Limited, the Editor and Staff of this 
Newspaper have published any article here-in in good faith and bear no responsibility in 
respect to the accuracy of the information contained in such article. Any person or persons 
publishing material in this Newspaper do so in the knowledge that they shall personally 
accept any responsibility for the accuracy and other correctness of such articles and also 
accept full responsibility for the legal consequences if it be found that the article contains 
any inaccuracies in the contents of any such articles. 
DEADLINE MONDAY 4.30PM Editor: Anthea Nivison. Advertising/Sport: Joscisca 
Matapakia, Kate Connors and Kersten Wall. 

Highly qualified and  
experienced plumber
All aspects of Plumbing  
and Gas Fitting
Wood heater installation
Roofing and Guttering 
Gold License No 59555C

Nick 0418 691 306
nickmoore203@yahoo.com.au
Katy 0422 034 660

Nick Moore  
PLUMBING & EXCAVATION SERVICES
WALCHA & SURROUNDING AREAS

Scott Kermode
0427 100 889

services TTREETOPREETOP  

AQF3 ARBORIST
Tree lopping & removal
Truck 
Bobcat
Post hole digger
Trencher
Woolshed Cleaning 

treetopservices@bigpond.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Samantha Goor

B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq) 
Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am 

6777 1340

Andrew: 0427 549 748
Toni: 0421 972 354

A G W 
RURAL CONTRACTING
GPS Equipped boom spraying
Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748

PATRICK STACE – WALCHA
Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595
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ANGLICAN 
June 28 - Walcha Service 9.30am
Anglican Church 
Phone 6777 2543  
or email: walchaanglican@gmail.com

PRESBYTERIAN 
Walcha: every Sunday 9:30am
Youth Group every Saturday 5pm - 7pm, 
during term. 
We’d love for you to join us. 
All welcome.  
Phone 6777 2539.

CATHOLIC 
Sunday Mass 10.00am

KG’s CAR DETAILING
Ph: 0419 469 405

ENGINEERING
John Wall 

•  Stock floats  •  Feeders •  Sheep & cattle 
yards • Steel framed sheds & mobile welding

6778 0588  •  0428 778 087
0429 608 409

Delivering
 Tamworth – Walcha

 

SELF
 STORAGE

 NORTH STREET – WALCHA

Various sized sheds
Security fenced

0439 584 344 
or 0428 653 307 0437 532 954

Serving Homes, Business & Rural Properties

General Pest Control (Spiders, Ants, Cockroaches & more)
Timber Pest & Termite Inspections 
Termite Treatment & Monitoring Systems
Rodent Control & Baiting Programs
Wild Animal Control

Licensed & Insured | Local & Reliable

Also offering Property Maintenance 
& Rural Contracting services



SPECIALISING IN ROAD CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

Peter O’Keefe : 0429 944 821
Will O’Keefe : 0488 925 845

Proudly servicing Walcha and surrounding districts for over 30 years

• Bulldozers
• Excavator 2t - 30t
• Truck and Dogs
• Gravel supply
• Graders 
• Rollers

• Skid steers + multiple 
attachments

• Forestry mulching
• Land development
• Large Dam 

construction

E
s
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 2
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0
0

Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport  
Jason 0427 490 487 • Jamie 0429 771 351

 02 6777 2024   marchantbros@bigpond.com 
www.marchantbros.com.au

BULK WATER DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

A FULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT & 
EARTHMOVING

Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, gravel available,  
road building, site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.
Check out our website for the full range of machinery,  

attachments and services available.

	  

If so you MUST be a member  
to enter the Club Social 
Membership $15. Full 

Membership $120. PHONE  
6777 2077

Thursday 25  12.00pm – Close

BOWLS 9.00am Ladies, 1pm Social
BINGO BINGO 12.3012.30pmpm  

Friday 26  2.00pm – Close

Free Bingo drawn at 6.30pm
Raffles drawn at 7pm

Friday Night Specials
•	Slow Cooked Marinated Lamb 

Shank
•	Beer Battered Flat Head Fillets 

on a Warm Winter Salad
•	Creamy Chicken Stuffed Potato

Home deliveries • Town limits only  
FOR CATERING NEEDS CALL:   

Dianna – 0412 536 760 or 5722 6003

Saturday 27 11.00am – Close

5.00PM 5.00PM BISTROBISTRO

Sunday 28 11.00am – Close

12.00PM 12.00PM BISTRO BISTRO 
RaffleRaffle  tickets from 12pm, drawn 1pm.tickets from 12pm, drawn 1pm.

WALCHA

“Let the good times roll”“Let the good times roll”

Come on down Wednesday 
night for some Boot 

Scootin’ fun. Line Dancing 
classes from 6pm, $10 per 
person.They are on every 

Wednesday except the first 
Wednesday of the month.

YOU MUST BE A MEMBER FOR 
YOU MUST BE A MEMBER FOR 

2025/2026 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN
2025/2026 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN

drawn after the raffles
drawn after the raffles

FRIDAY $800

Wayne Hoy: 0427 281 060 

Matthew Hoy: 0427 322 640 

Aaron Bullen: 0409 776 340

GPS & Auto Steer Equipped
 

Remote Aerial Spraying & Spreading
4x4 Truck & Boomspray, Quikspray Trailers

4x4 Tractors & Casotti's

SPRAYING   EXCAVATING
EARTHMOVING

Bingo is on every Thursday 
from 12:30.

Lots of prizes to win!


