
Many people in Walcha and the surrounding 
district will have come across Bob Walsh, or at 
least one of the many books he has written about 
the town and its people.
At 90 years of age, Bob is showing no signs of 
slowing down, having recently published yet 
another book, Walcha & District in the Second 
World War.
The new publication adds to an impressive 
collection of books Bob has written and published 
over the years, documenting different aspects of 
Walcha’s history and the stories of the people 
who have helped shape the district.
His previous books include Walcha Stories, 
Schooling at Walcha, Walcha Pony Club, Aviation 
at Walcha, Show Society, Racing in Walcha and 
More Walcha Stories. Each book has focused 
on a different part of the district’s history, helping 
to record the people, places, organisations and 
events that have played a part in Walcha’s story.
Bob’s latest book turns its attention to the Second 
World War and, in particular the men and women 
from Walcha and the district who served in the 
various sections of the Australian military. The book 
records their names and provides brief details of 
their service, including information about those who 
did not return from the war and the circumstances 
surrounding their deaths.
Adding to the historical record are several stories 
written by service personnel themselves, providing 
a personal insight into the experiences of those 
who served.
A significant amount of the research and many of 
the photographs included in the book have come 
from a range of important historical resources, 
including the Australian National Archives, the 
Australian War Memorial, the Australian National 
Museum, the Anzac Portal and records held by the 

Walcha and District Historical Society.
Bob has also acknowledged the help he received in 
bringing the latest book together, particularly from 
his wife Pam and good friend Kerry Dickson, who 
both assisted with the writing and proofreading of 
the book.
He has spent so much time documenting this book, 
what a wonderful achievement. The timing  of the  
new publication is particularly special, as Bob 
celebrated his 90th birthday this past Saturday. 
Walcha & District in the Second World War is now 
available from the Walcha Telecottage for $40 cash.
For those who have followed Bob’s books over the 
years, the latest publication is another opportunity 
to add to the collection, while for anyone yet to 
discover his work, there is plenty of local history to 
explore.
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By SIMON NEWTON

The heat has finally brewed up some storms with parts of our district 
getting anywhere from 10-30mm in isolated storms late last week. Even 
though the totals weren’t high the pastures have responded well and 
they are trying to grow, all we need is a few inches of rain and we will 
be off. We have a huge chance over the next fortnight for some decent 
moisture but as always, the storms are hard to predict, and I reckon if 
you’ve cracked the first for the season then they will continue to come. 
What I’m hearing around the traps is the short green grass is creating 
some headaches for producers with grass tetany and pulpy kidney, if we 
manage to land some decent rain than this issue will only get worst.
I’ve travelled a few miles over the last fortnight, and I must say that our 
district is hanging in there with our under performing season. You don’t 
have to travel very far, and people are still hand feeding like areas north 
or Uralla, right through to southern Queensland. Speaking with some 
people around Inverell and they have had just 200mm for the year, 
dams are dry, crops have failed and their livestock are in store condition. 
Drinking water is also scares with numerous landholders buying drinking 
water for their households. What we do see coming is that there should 
be a bucket load of winter cereal crops bailed which will hopefully bring 
prices back to sub $300 per ton plus freight. Water is always our main 
issue; you can cart feed to animals but it’s not viable to transport water 
to them and hence why water systems are so heavily relied on during 
dry times. 
A flying trip to Tasmania and you could see just how green the southern 
part of NSW and Victoria is from the sky, let alone how good Tasmania 
is at present. Local beef producers told me they have been incredibly 
dry and believe it or not, they still have plenty of water as the polices 
surrounding water usage in Tasmania from the mainland Australia are 
very different. What is different is the logistical nightmare that livestock 
producers face on Tasmania and furthermore, Flinders Island which is a 
large Island situated in the Bass strait. Talking with producers who lived 
on Flinders Island, they mentioned if they sold cattle to the mainland of 
Australia then they could be looking at curfews from 15-20 per cent of 
body weight. There is only one feedlot on Tasmania so generally most 
of the feeder cattle get sold to them, which judging by the producer’s 
reaction isn’t the best price but its fair enough to take. Talking property 
values on Flinders island, the producers mentioned the cost per DSE 
was around d $800-850 for good country, but you have the logistics to 
contend with and one a hell of a breeze.
Freight is once again becoming a headache with diesel nudging $3 per 
litre which is ridiculous when we don’t have a national fuel shortage but 
a global supply problem. The government is once again cashing in on 
its taxpayers with the government forcing us to pay 53.7 cents per litre 
in fuel exercise, plus a goods and service tax of 10% is applied at the 
pump. I feel the fuel excise should be halved as soon as fuel goes over 
a certain price and at least it would show us the government is serious 
about helping everyone, then again, it’s another money grab to pay 
for their overspending. I think fuel is just the tip of the iceberg with the 
dissatisfaction shown by many Australians and the drop-in support for 
Labor in the polls. The One Nation party continues to strengthen, yet we 
need to see some solid policies from One Nation to show they can run 
our nation, and they will benefit all Australians, not just the metropolitan 
residents.
The beef markets continue to soften on the back of numerous head winds 
with weather, tough global trading conditions and higher feed ration costs 
putting down would pressure on prices. Supply of cattle has picked up 
with feeder prices sitting at 560c/kg for Angus feeders, feeder heifers 
nudging 500c/kg while the female market has really come off the boil. We 
saw numerous cow and calf units hitting plus $4000 in the south only a 
few weeks ago and now it would take an exceptional unit to make $3400 
today. The markets have shifted quickly with values softening but it would 
only take a decent widespread fall of rain to send it the other way.

Robot Castle 
Siege

1.30-2.30pm Ages 6+
Walcha Library

WEDNESDAY 7/10

Robot Castle 
Siege

1.30-2.30pm Ages 6+
Walcha Library

WEDNESDAY 7/10

SPRING  SCHOOL HOLIDAY 
PROGRAM 2026

Walcha Council Library & YouthWalcha Council Library & Youth

Storytime 
Teddy Bears Picnic
Walcha Library 
10am All ages
TUESDAY 6/10

Storytime 
Teddy Bears Picnic
Walcha Library 
10am All ages
TUESDAY 6/10

Feelgood Fitness Fun
9.30am: 5-8yrs
10.30am: 8-12yrs
12 noon: 12yrs & up/highschool
Peter Fenwicke Oval
Fun new group fitness activities for
local youth!
BOTH TUESDAYS 29/9 & 6/10

Feelgood Fitness Fun
9.30am: 5-8yrs
10.30am: 8-12yrs
12 noon: 12yrs & up/highschool
Peter Fenwicke Oval
Fun new group fitness activities for
local youth!
BOTH TUESDAYS 29/9 & 6/10

Creative Craft
@ the library 

   10am - 11.30 
Ages 7+

FRIDAY 9/10

Creative Craft
@ the library 

   10am - 11.30 
Ages 7+

FRIDAY 9/10

Dance
Party
10am - 11am 
Ages 5-15yrs. 
@ the old
preschool
building on
THURSDAY 8/10

Dance
Party
10am - 11am 
Ages 5-15yrs. 
@ the old
preschool
building on
THURSDAY 8/10

Lego Club
2.30-4pm 
Ages 5+        
Walcha Library
FRIDAY 2/10

Lego Club
2.30-4pm 
Ages 5+        
Walcha Library
FRIDAY 2/10

https://cnrl.events.mylibrary.digital/ 
67742550

library@walcha.nsw.gov.au

https://cnrl.events.mylibrary.digital/ 
67742550

library@walcha.nsw.gov.au

Mandala Art
1pm-3pm Ages 8+
Walcha Library
THURSDAY 1/10

Mandala Art
1pm-3pm Ages 8+
Walcha Library
THURSDAY 1/10

Activities have limited places
 Book online via 

CNRL Events page orQR code
or visit, call or email 
Walcha Library staff

Teen getaway!
Wed 7  Octth

 Bus to Tamworth to visit
the Cinema & get lunch 

Bus leaves Walcha Library
10am return by 5pm

 Ages 12yrs + 

Teen getaway!
Wed 7  Octth

 Bus to Tamworth to visit
the Cinema & get lunch 

Bus leaves Walcha Library
10am return by 5pm

 Ages 12yrs + 

Register NOW! 
At Walcha Library or email
library@walcha.nsw.gov.au
Limited seats available on

these FREE excursions

Tamworth Escape
 Wed 30th Sept

Escape Room & Cinema 
Bus leaves Walcha Library

1pm return by 6pm
Ages 16yrs + only

Tamworth Escape
 Wed 30th Sept

Escape Room & Cinema 
Bus leaves Walcha Library

1pm return by 6pm
Ages 16yrs + only

EXCURSIONS 
Co-funded by the
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Nutrien Boulton’s Walcha  ■   3n Derby Street Walcha   ■   6777 2044

Stock and Property Watch 
www.nutrienharcourts.com.au

Family Home With Amazing Views
•	 1,801 sqm block.
•	 Charming well-maintained house.
•	 Three spacious bedrooms, designed 

for functionality. 
•	 The heart of the home is the inviting 

living area, perfect for entertaining 
or enjoying quiet evenings with 
loved ones. 

•	 The kitchen is well-equipped 
and flows into the dining space, 
creating an open and welcoming 
atmosphere.

•	 Triple garage with plenty of space 
for vehicles with two other sheds for 
tools and wood. 

•	 Expansive outdoor area is perfect 
for children to play, gardening 
enthusiasts, or simply enjoying the 
fresh air.

•	 Located in a friendly neighbourhood.Peta Carter 0407 350 781 
realestate@boultonswalcha.com.au

For Sale $580,000

3 31

  

Walcha Central School Year 12 Graduation 
It was a day of joy, 
pride, and bittersweet 
reflections as Year 
12 students from 
Walcha Central 
School celebrated 
their graduation this 
week. Family, friends, 
teachers, and the 
school community 
gathered to honour 
the remarkable 
achievements of 
the Class of 2026, 
marking the end of 
their high school 
journey and the 
beginning of exciting 
new chapters.
The day started with a 
breakfast prepared by the school canteen for the students and 
staff followed by the graduation assembly in the MPC. 
The Farewell and Leadership Assembly included Principals 
address, guest speaker and former student Austin Heazlett, Year 
Advisor address and year 12 response by captains. A slideshow 
of memories played reflecting on how they navigated challenges, 
grew together, and supported one another. Presentation of 
student portfolios and awards. 
From all of Walcha Central School, congratulations to the Year 
12 graduates! May your future be bright and your achievements 
continue to inspire others.

Taliyah Hoad,  Alyssa 
Singleton, Katie 

Williams, Year Advisor 
Mr Michael Heazlett, 
Kayleigh Hobbs, Eva 

Patterson-Green, 
Kirsten Britten,  

Ella Lynch. 
Absent from photo: 

Lily Mather and Tiffany 
Blackwell. 

WCS Vocational Education Achievement Award .............Taliyah Hoad 
WCS Citizenship award ...................................................Taliyah Hoad
PKF Secondary Mathematics Award ...............................Kayleigh Hobbs
Ampol Best Allrounder .....................................................Ella Lynch
Nutrien Boulton’s Excellence in Agriculture Award ..........Ella Lynch
UNE Vice Chancellors Award ..........................................Katie Williams
ADF Youth Leadership Award ..........................................Taliyah Hoad
Secondary RSL citizenship Award ...................................Ella Lynch
Commendable Achievement Award .................................Kayleigh Hobbs
WCS Dux 2026 ................................................................Katie Williams
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By Kathryn Kermode 
I’m in the bush with a little dog, and we have slightly different agendas. 
He’s possibly looking for a little adventure, and I’ve casually asked 
him if he will find me a koala.
He responds with enthusiasm, and I figure I have about the same 
chance of finding one if I follow him through the bush as I would if I 
follow my own nose. So off we go.
He leads me up and over a termite mound, then under fallen logs. 
I don’t belly-shimmy beneath them, preferring instead to weave his 
lead through the tangle of wood. I’m clumsy and slow compared with 
the agile little dog.
He speeds off through tiny, dog-sized gaps and under low-hanging 
branches, dragging me along through the trees. I can feel myself 
moving through a little-dog-size world. He barely gives me time to 
look up, but I go with it.
He’s picked up a scent.
We find some old bones and, while he explores them enthusiastically 
with his teeth, I scan the treetops and gently remind him of the task 
at hand. We’re off again.
Then he bursts out of the trees into a clearing and pauses.
I look up and, in the treetops ahead of me, is a koala.
“Well, how about that,” I say to the little dog as I scratch behind his 
ear. Clever dog.
We stop for a while as I try to take some photos, which is no mean 
feat with the little dog pulling at his lead and taking great delight in 
having a chew on the corner of my bag.
I have searched for koalas here my whole life. This is where I grew 
up. It’s my home, or one of them. And now it sits in the sights of the 
government’s renewable energy rollout.
This population of koalas is about to have its habitat bulldozed.  

The trees will be replaced by a naked corridor, hundreds of metres 
wide, making way for imposing industrial towers carrying transmission 
lines on a scale the landscape has never seen.
The koalas and their treetop homes are in the way. They are collateral 
damage.
Their destruction apparently doesn’t matter to the Environment 
Minister, whose job is to protect endangered species. These koalas 
will be offset. Death and destruction here, a few trees planted 
somewhere else, in an unconnected and unknown place.
On paper, the loss is accounted for. It’s balanced out. The box is 
ticked.
But standing here beneath these beautiful old peppermint trees, with 
a little dog who has somehow led me straight to this koala, it is difficult 
to believe that anything has been accounted for at all.
Some call this progress. But for those who call these places home, 
the industrialisation of the bush is a huge price to pay.
And I can’t help wondering who decided it was a price worth paying.

On a Scent Trail

Bull & Female Sale
FULLBLOOD WAGYU

TIMED ONLINE   Opens 8am Mon 28 Sep 2026
Closes 6pm Wed 30 Sep • AEST
BIDDING ONLINE ON STOCKLIVE

APL Guyra & Armidale
Blake 0’Reilly  0448 213 668

Rocala Wagyu 
Dave Woodley 0427 335 631

WCS Future Leaders
Amongst the celebrations of the Year 12 graduation, the leaders of 2027 
were announced and presented with their badges.
Primary Captains Blake McKinnon and Penelope Taylor. Vice captains 
Charlotte Eveleigh and Isobel Mulligan.
2026/2027 School Captains Jordan Bloomfield and Sarah Slater. Vice 
captains Logan Stace and Samantha Somerville. School Prefects 
Savannah Young and Koby Brennan. 
The Year 11 students were also presented with their senior badges as 
they step into their last year of schooling.
Congratulations to all students for this achievement.

Koby Brennan, Logan Stace, Jordan Bloomfield, 
Sarah Slater & Samantha Somerville
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There is still time to book your spot for Create-In-Walcha, with the 
creative weekend just days away.
Running the long weekend Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th October  
Create-In-Walcha will bring together a wonderful line-up of very 
talented local tutors with a variety of workshops. They will be held at 
Walcha Central School.
With a range of workshops on offer, there is something to suit all 
interests and skill levels, whether you are an experienced creative or 
simply looking to try something new.
Participants can have a go at embroidery, woodturning, felt hat 
making, acrylic painting, creative weaving, leatherwork (booked out), 
pottery, eco printing, lino printing, ukulele, scone making and more.
The weekend is all about getting creative, learning new skills and 
enjoying a relaxed and friendly atmosphere, while showcasing the 
incredible talent we have right here in the Walcha community. As well 
as the opportunity to enjoy dinner with the tutors on Saturday night.
With places in the workshops limited, those wanting to take part are 
encouraged to secure their tickets now and make a weekend of it.
Tickets and further information are available online, with updates also 
being shared through Walcha Thumbs Up and Noticeboard and the 
Walcha Events Facebook page.
So, if you have been thinking about giving something new a go, now 
is the time to book your spot and join in the fun at Create In Walcha.

Create-in-Walcha this weekend

Scan to book now! or 
https://walchabusinessgroup.
com.au/create-in-walcha/

6777 2000   |   www.pittsons.com.au

REAL ESTATE & LIVESTOCK 
pitt.son.walcha@bigpond.com 

www.pittsons.com.au

OFFICE 6777 2000
Sam Payne 0428 667 404
Ron Vincent 0427 775 821

Lovely Quiet Location

•	 Brick home with 3 large bedrooms & built in robes
•	 Ensuite to main
•	 Main bathroom with tub & shower
•	 Dining room off friendly living area
•	 Large loungeroom
•	 Spacious rumpus/family room with bar
•	 Roomy kitchen with dishwasher, double oven & bench 

space

•	 Enclosed courtyard with woodfire & BBQ
•	 3 Toilets
•	 Woodfire plus 3 reverse cycle air cons
•	 3 rainwater tanks (2x 5,000 gal), 2 bores & access to 

town water
•	 39 solar panels
•	 Double car garage & workshop area
•	 Second spacious garage for caravan plus

7034 Sq Mtrs

$780,000
Well Priced!

WORKSHOPS
Hardanger for Beginners...................... Yvette Stanton
Introduction to Acrylic Painting............. Sue Jackson
Ukelele for beginners with ................... Howard Greenwood
Woodturning bowl and texturing........... Dave Barden
Woodturning - Greenturning................. Dave Barden
Eco Printing.......................................... Janine Wright
Weave wall hangings............................ Rosalie Gibson
Food from cold climate garden............. Eliza Lockyer
Lino Printing ........................................ Natalia Rudnicki
Pottery making..................................... Jodi Boyd 
One hour scone making....................... Vicki McIvor
Leather Work (Booked Out).................. Bernie Brady
Felt Hat Workshop................................ Jo Barr
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Walcha students and players with strong family connections to the 
district have helped PLC Armidale achieve a historic sporting double, 
with both its Senior and Junior Representative Hockey teams crowned 
2026 Independent Girls’ Schools Association (IGSA) champions in 
Sydney.
Walcha students Ella Jenkins—PLC Armidale’s 2026 Sport Prefect, 
Amelia Webb and Steph Blake were members of the Senior Hockey 
team, alongside Lily Donaldson, Elsie, Macey and Annie Wake, who all 
have grandparents in Walcha.
The Junior championship team included Walcha students Katie Rizzi, 
Anna Blake and Georgie Blake, as well as Evie Donaldson, who also 
has grandparents in Walcha.
Adding to the strong local connection, PLC Armidale Head of Sport and 
College alumna Mrs Lucy Donaldson is from Walcha.
The Senior Hockey team secured a dramatic 1–0 Grand Final victory 
over Kincoppal–Rose Bay on Saturday after the match remained  
 

scoreless until its final moments.
On full-time, Tabitha Havas found the back of the net to break the 
deadlock and claim the championship. The victory followed the team’s 
hard-fought 3–2 semi-final win over Abbotsleigh on Friday evening and 
capped an undefeated season for the girls.
PLC Armidale’s Junior Hockey team successfully defended its Division 
One title, defeating Ascham 2–0 in Saturday morning’s Grand Final 
after overcoming NEGS 3–1 in Friday’s semi-final.
The dual premiership is a historic achievement for PLC Armidale and 
follows another remarkable College double in 2024, when both its Junior 
and Senior Netball teams won their respective IGSA Grand Finals.
Mrs Donaldson said it was particularly special to see so many girls 
connected to Walcha contribute to the College’s success.
“Walcha has a proud sporting tradition, and it was wonderful to see 
these girls carry that spirit onto the IGSA stage,” Mrs Donaldson said.
“They showed enormous courage, discipline and commitment to one 
another throughout the finals campaign. As someone who grew up in 
Walcha and attended PLC Armidale myself, I could not be prouder of the 
way they represented their families, their school and their community.
“To have both our Junior and Senior Hockey teams crowned IGSA 
champions in the same year is a truly historic achievement for PLC 
Armidale.
“Our girls compete against schools many times our size, but they 
continually demonstrate that success is not determined by enrolment 
numbers. It comes from preparation, courage, teamwork and a 
willingness to compete for one another.”
Mrs Donaldson said the Senior Grand Final delivered an unforgettable 

Walcha talent helps PLC Armidale 
secure historic IGSA hockey double

45ft flat top ● 45ft single deck cattle float ●26mtr B Double
19mtr mini B Double ● Low Loader available for hire

Call us for  

your large  

Transport  
needs

Bonnie Smith 0429 772 077 
Brian Smith 0427 780 216

finish, while the Junior team performed magnificently under the pressure 
of defending its title.
“Tabitha’s goal on full-time was an incredible moment and reflected the 
Senior team’s determination throughout the campaign,” she said.
“Our Junior team also defeated two very strong opponents, including 
one that had been undefeated during the season, to secure back-to-
back championships.”
PLC Armidale’s Senior Netball team (which included Sophia Marchant 
from Walcha) also qualified for the IGSA finals series, reaching the 
semi-final before going down to Pymble Ladies’ College. 
IGSA Sport’s graded fixtures involve between 5,000 and 6,300 students 
from 32 member schools each term, 28 of which are located in Sydney. 
The hockey competition alone attracts more than 110 teams and 
approximately 1,500 players.
Despite its comparatively small Senior School cohort and the 
considerable travel required to compete, PLC Armidale has established 
an impressive record in the competition. Its Junior Hockey team also 
claimed championships in 2023 and 2025, while both its Junior and 
Senior Netball teams secured championship flags in 2024.
The achievements reflect PLC Armidale’s proud sporting tradition and 
its focus on preparing girls to lead lives of significance by providing 
every opportunity to participate, lead and compete at the highest level.
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Let us do the HARD YARDS

When it comes to Livestock Rural &
Residential Property

3W Fitzroy Street
WALCHA NSW

Walcha

Courtney Wark
0436 479 158

Nick Rogers
0429 382 108

Contact us to list your property today!

d
cco

.co
m
.au

Andrew Blomfield
0447 925 700

Troy Davey
0427 157 557

On the 14 September Funerals Australia announced the appointment 
of Sam Piddington from Piddingtons Armidale as the new NSW/ACT 
Divisional President, representing funeral professionals across New 
South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory. 
Sam brings more than 25 years of industry experience to the role 
and has been an active contributor to Funerals Australia through 
four years of service on the NSW/ACT Divisional Council. He is the 
Managing Director of Piddingtons Armidale, where he has worked 
full-time for the past 18 years, and is recognised for his commitment 
to professional standards, education and advocacy within the funeral 
profession. 
As Divisional President, Sam will work closely with members, 
industry stakeholders and the Funerals Australia National Council to 
strengthen professional standards, support education and workforce 
development, and advocate on issues affecting funeral professionals 
and the families they serve. 
Sam said his priorities would include increasing member 
engagement and involvement across NSW and the ACT, supporting 
practical and effective regulation, strengthening relationships with 
industry stakeholders, and expanding education and professional 
development opportunities for members. 
“I am deeply honoured to be appointed NSW/ACT Divisional President 
of Funerals Australia. Piddingtons has been an active member of the 
Association for more than 90 years, and I look forward to working 
with members to strengthen engagement, raise awareness of the 
value our Association provides, support professional standards 
and regulation, and create greater opportunities for education and 
development across our industry.” 
“By working together, we can build a stronger, more connected 
and accountable profession that continues to deliver the highest 
standards of care to the families and communities who rely on us.” 

Funerals Australia 
National President Asha 
Dooley welcomed the 
appointment and said 
Divisional Presidents 
play a vital role in 
ensuring the views and 
experiences of members 
are represented. 
“Our Divisional 
Presidents are closely 
connected to the 
funeral businesses 
and communities they 
represent. They provide 
an important link 
between our members, 
stakeholders and the national Association, while helping to identify 
the issues and opportunities affecting funeral service in their region.” 
The appointment comes at an important time for the profession, with 
changing community expectations and ongoing discussion around 
professional standards, regulation, workforce development and 
education. 
Sam said he was looking forward to working with the NSW/ACT 
Divisional Council and members throughout his term. 
“I’m looking forward to giving back to a profession that has provided 
so much reward and purpose throughout my career. By working 
together through greater awareness, stronger relationships, ongoing 
education and personal accountability, we can continue to strengthen 
our profession and better support the families and communities who 
rely on us.”

Alan & Sam Piddington

New President to Shape Future of  
Funeral Services
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Best of luck to both Newcastle Knights 
and Roosters Supports supporters when 
your teams do battle in the NRL Grand Final 
this Sunday. No doubt there will be plenty 
of friendly banter floating around between 
now and then - May the best team win and 
let’s just hope its not decided by a Bunker 
decision.

•••
When Knights hooker Phoenix Crossland 
was sent off just before halftime for a hip 
drop tackle on Nathan Cleary last Sunday, 
I mentioned to my much better half Linda 
that would be the end of the chances of 
Newcastle winning the Preliminary Final. 
Then again what would I know?

•••
Aussie Rules mightn’t be your ‘Cup of Tea’ 
but anyone who loves sport should have 
been excited to view the AFL Grand Final 
last Saturday where the Brisbane Lions 
rounded up the Fremantle Dockers to win 
their third premiership in succession. Unless 
you have watched an AFL game live at the 
ground, it’s hard to describe what goes on 
especially off the ball action.

•••
The Walcha Snooker Club held their 
monthly competition last Sunday at the 
Walcha Bar and Grill where President 
Adam Dark defeated Clint Davey in the 
final to collect the cash whereas Secretary/

Treasurer Leanne Presnell rolled Trevor 
Gibson in the Pepe charge final.

•••
A while back truck driver Craig Buckland 
posted on Facebook that his faithful hound 
‘Mickey’ had done a runner and requested 
an eye be kept out for his Fox Terrier. By 
all accounts there was no need for owner 
‘Bucko’ to be too concerned as he apparently 
shut ‘Mickey’ in one of the rooms in the house 
by mistake but nothing the Good Samaritan 
Noel Woodbury couldn’t fix when he came to 
the rescue.

•••
During the 2026 B.C Footy Tipping 
competition I often wondered who one of the 
players, Marie Spink, was when I marked the 
cards each week. It certainly was somewhat 
of a surprise to find out the person in 
question  was none other than Hospital 
Auxiliary Treasurer alias Marie Nanny Ree 
partner of Lyn Levingston. Isn’t it great while 
thinking you are in the know with regard to 
most things.

•••
One of the few things you may want to 
happen on your maiden aeroplane trip would 
be called out to have your baggage checked 
as happened to Kathy Carter at Newcastle 
Airport last weekend. Although Kathy wasn’t 
too ‘Tickled Pink’ about the ordeal her fellow 
travellers husband Greg, Jason and Deidre 

Scott, ‘Yob’ and Terese Ferrier, Simeon 
and Venatta Cross could see the slightly 
humorous side of the incident.

•••
Although the eight adventurers 
experienced a very enjoyable weekend there 
were a few hiccups along the way including 
‘Simone’ and Vennatta heading in the wrong 
direction on a couple of tram trips and Jason 
somehow finding his way into a ladies rest 
room by mistake.

•••
Congratulations to local junior equestrian 
Phoebe Grills who finished 6th aboard her 
horse Grills Traveler at the ABCRA Australian 
Junior Campdraft Championships last week. 
Good on ya Phoebe.

•••
The Apsley Arms Hotel held their Footy 
Tipping Party last Saturday where Josh 
Kevill was declared the 2026 winner on 
276 points after he snuck home ahead of 
Runners Up Jess Litchfield and Adam Tate 
on 274. Well done to the organiser of the 
Newie, Bowlies and Apsley who have held 
their respective ‘End of Season’ Parties the 
last three Saturdays.

•••
Vet Supplies winners were Tahlia Bird 
272 by the length of the straight from Mata 
Matapakia 262, Peter King, D.J. Bird 256, 
TBWCafe - joint winners Miles Lawerence, 
Alena Stackman 250, Bec Bullock, Jacki 
Nash 246, Cindy Swanton, Lisa Swanton 
242. Apsley Struggle Street Stakes A.J.C 
256, Turbo 228. Crisp Cross Challenge Cup 
- A.J.C 256 and T.C 240.

•••

with AJ Cross

St Patrick’s Primary School was buzzing with excitement 
on Friday 4th September as the school community came 
together for a triple celebration: Grandparents Day, a 
Father’s Day morning tea, and the highly anticipated 
annual Book Week Fashion Parade. 
The morning kicked off with our annual Book Week 
Costume Parade, where students and staff proudly 
showed off their outfits! Students came dressed as their 
favourite book characters, and everyone should be 
incredibly proud of the creativity and original designs on 
display. With so many fantastic efforts, judging the winners 
for each stage group was no easy task! Not to be outdone, 
our staff also joined in the fun, bringing Cinderella to life 
with different interpretations of the characters.
Students, parents, and grandparents had a great time 
exploring and buying from the wide selection of books at 
the Book Fair. To wrap up the morning, everyone gathered 
to recharge with a large selection of refreshments at 
morning tea. The success of the morning was largely 
thanks to the hard work of our P&F in organising the 
Father’s Day morning tea, alongside Mrs. Harrison and 
Mrs. King for their wonderful leadership of the Book Fair. 
Above all, it was the incredible turnout of parents and 
grandparents that truly made the day so special. Thank 
you to everyone who joined us—we are already looking 
forward to celebrating together in style next year!

St Pat’s special celebration
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Tennis News
Round 4 (the final round) of the Spring Prelude Comp was played out on Tuesday 22 
September in pleasant conditions.
Sam Payne took out the prize for highest point score with 82 points and Wyatt Hayton 
took out the prize for best ladder climber. Thanks to Barry Hoy and Michael Lockyer, 
who floated on the night and to all those who floated in previous games. Thanks to 
every player who competed in the Comp. Thanks 
to Hyde Thomson and Michael Luchich who helped 
coordinate the Comp.
The Spring Night Comp will be a five week comp 
starting on Tues 27 October and will conclude on Tues 
24 of November. Start time is 6.15pm sharp so please 
arrive at the Club house by 6.05pm. The format will 
be four a side graded doubles. Names to Michael 
Lockyer on 0487 898 051 or Hyde Thomson on 
0427 780 391 or post on the Clubs Facebook page. 
Nominations close on Saturday 17 October.
The Street Stall is booked in for Saturday 17 October. 
Anyone that can help man the stall or supply baked 
treats to sell on the stall please let Sandra Laurie know 
on 0428 770 954.
The next Club Meeting will be held on Monday 12 
October at 6.30pm. All members are welcome and 
encouraged to attend. See you all at the net soon.

Wednesday Golf
It was the first round of the secretary’s eclectic, playing stroke, putting and monthly mug 
on Wednesday. Jenny Lisle was our trophy donor.
Some very good scores were recorded and our winner with 65 points was Robyn Salt. 
Sweepstakes were claimed by Penny King with 68 points, Jill Burnell with 69 and Cheryl 
McDonald also on 69.
Nearest the pin on Hole 3 was Lorraine Walshe and Jenny Lisle took out the second shot 
on Hole 18.
Three players all had 24 putts and it was Simone Sweeney who took the prize after 
drawing her name.
The monthly mug winners were Cheryl McDonald -Division 1, Penny King Division 2 and 
Robyn Salt - Division 3.
This week we are playing the second round of the secretary’s eclectic for Janie 
Fenwicke’s trophy.

Ladies Bowls
Congratulations to Pam Makeham, Jan Cross and Janice Rizzi on being the 3 Bowl 
Triples Champions winning against Marie Spink, Lyn Burnell and Carmel Ryan 20-
15. Please put your name on the board if you wish to play for the Ivy Makeham 
Singles Trophy commencing on 15 October. Margaret Tickle, Esther Hunt and Lyn 
Burnell had a win against Jan Cross, Debbie Richards and Marie Spink in a social 
game last week. Don’t forget our 90th birthday celebrations on Saturday 24 October. 
Put your name on the board if you can help out on the day and also wish to play.  
There will be social bowls tomorrow 9.00am for 9.30am start.

At the Nineteenth
The Annual ‘Bywell Cup’ attracted 27 members last Sunday to play for trophies donated by the 
Fenwicke Family where Lyn Levingston accumulated 42 stableford points to win the Ladies 
Division of the event while Lee Fletcher was the Mens winner after he racked up 40 points. 
Sweepstakes went to Julie Presnell 39, President Miles Archdale 38, Daniel Boyd 37, 
Barry Hoad 37, captain Willy Brennan 36, Anne Martin, Rose Baumer and Col Berry (all 
35).
Sharpest Shooters at the pins were Miles Archdale (3) and Lee Fletcher (18).
Last Saturday Brian Lynch compiled a creditable 23 stableford points to take out the 
weekly 9 hole competition from competition organiser John McCormack on 19 points.
N.T.P on 3 to Sue Partridge. 
Walcha Golf Club was represented by eight of its members at the 2026 NSW Veterans 
Sandgreen Golf Championships at Narromine a couple of weekends ago along with five 
former Walcha players who also teed off in the two day tournament. The winning Nett 
score was 96 points and while our blokes were a bit off the pace they still registered some 
fairly handy scores. Kew members Steph Sweeney and Dion Lawrence accumulated 86 
(41,45) stableford points to finish equal best with their fellow Kew player Jack O’Hara and 
Peter Norbury also on 86 (43,43), Owen Presnell and his Dubbo partner David O’Brien 
were next best on 85 (46,39) followed by Don Brooks and Kew specialist Neil Dark 84 
(43,41) Wayne and Willy Brennan 82 (42,40).
The Brennan Boys carded the best Walcha Scratch score of 70 (36,34) for the two days 18 
points behind Narromines Tony Mann and Rob Williams who won their sixth consecutive 
victory in the event. A total of 50 players competed from 15 NSW and Queensland Clubs 
including our own Julie Presnell and Maree ‘Rummy’ Townsend, now from Gilgandra, 
who were the only two ladies to register which forced the ‘Dynamic Duo’ to play in the 
Mens competition where they racked up 69 (37,32) points playing off the Mens tees. On 
the home front a 4BBB Medley is scheduled for this Sunday where Angus and Pip Monie 
are in charge of supplying the prizes.

wtc@walchatelecottage.com.au | 6777 1111

Yes we can print your invoice books!

Multiple colours & sizes available  
Duplicate + triplicate

Contact us for all your printing 
& design needs.

	To Linmac Co for there BBQ & congrats 
to their 1yr anniversary with new owners! 
Awesome to see young locals representing 
Walcha business

	To Walcha Vets, Liv & Amber Thank you for 
everything especially with our kids in a hard 
situation. Your both so caring.

	To the Walcha Bar & Grill for hosting the 
Walcha Netball Presentation night.

	To Walcha Coffee, the coffee is amazing!
	To those who poison cats and dogs. Its 

cruel and illegal.

	 Contributions will be received in 
person, by phone or email and must be 
accompanied by your name and contact 
details. They will be printed at the 
discretion of the editor.  

Wyatt Hayton



Public Notice
Tennis Spring Comp Tues 27 Oct - Tues 24 
Nov. Noms close 17 Oct. Names to Michael 
0487 898 051 or Hyde 0427 780 391.

Tennis Street Stall - Sat 17 Oct. Helpers 
and baked goods needed. Call Sandra 0428 
770 954.

Walcha Home Furnishing  
Now Open 

Buying and Selling 
Quality Furniture 
PH: Dave 0427 771 469

Hay-Hay-Hay
Small Bales of Lucerne Hay, good leafy, 
new season, first class heavy bales $24 
+GST. Oaten Hay round 1 Small Bales 
Round $220 +GST. Phone George 0427 018 
493 or Poll 0428 772 425.

Position Vacant
Walcha Council 
Small Council, Big Opportunities
•	 Preschool Educator - Room 

Leader
•	 Parks and Gardens Operator 
•	 Urban Construction Operator 
•	 Stores and Logistics Supervisor
For more information about these positions or 
to apply please go to https://bit.ly/WCvacant

Stephen Parry, General Manager
Walcha Council, PO Box 2, Walcha NSW 

Meeting Notice
Walcha Polocrosse AGM Thursday 1st 
October 6.30pm at the Apsley Hotel.

Walcha Flippers Swimming Club AGM 
Tuesday 13th October at 5pm at Walcha 
Bowling Club. Come along and help shape 
the season ahead. Everyone is welcome!

Save the Date
Claiming date - Walcha Hospital Auxiliary 
Melbourne Cup luncheon, 3rd November.

Raffle Results
Kirra-Lee Murphy Fundraising Raffle - 1st 
- Di Taxi, 2nd - Lilly Knowlson, 3rd - Emma 
Hillier and 4th - Debbie and Dallas Foster.
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Highly qualified and  
experienced plumber
All aspects of Plumbing  
and Gas Fitting
Wood heater installation
Roofing and Guttering 
Gold License No 59555C

Nick 0418 691 306
nickmoore203@yahoo.com.au
Katy 0422 034 660

Nick Moore  
PLUMBING & EXCAVATION SERVICES
WALCHA & SURROUNDING AREAS

Scott Kermode
0427 100 889

services TTREETOPREETOP  

AQF3 ARBORIST
Tree lopping & removal
Truck 
Bobcat
Post hole digger
Trencher
Woolshed Cleaning 

treetopservices@bigpond.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Samantha Goor

B.Sc. Anatomy (NSW) M Chiroprac (Macq) 
Tuesday & Friday from 9.00am 

6777 1340

Andrew: 0427 549 748
Toni: 0421 972 354

A G W 
RURAL CONTRACTING
GPS Equipped boom spraying
Andrew Wauch 0427 549 748

PATRICK STACE – WALCHA
Mob. 0428 780 077 Ph. 6778 0595
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ANGLICAN 
October 4  - 9.30am  Walcha Service
	 No Niangala Service
October 11 - 9.30am  Walcha Service
	 No Nowendoc Service
October 18 - 9.30am  Walcha Service
October 25 - 9.30am  Walcha Service
Anglican Church 
Phone 6777 2543  
or email: walchaanglican@gmail.com

PRESBYTERIAN 
Walcha: every Sunday 9:30am
Youth Group every Saturday 5pm - 
7pm, during term. 
We’d love for you to join us. 
All welcome.  
Phone 6777 2539.

CATHOLIC 
Sunday Mass 10.00am

DISCLAIMER LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are submitted on the condition that The Walcha 
Telecottage as the publisher of The Apsley Advocate may edit and has the right to, and 
license third parties to reproduce in electronic form and communicate these letters. They are 
published at the discretion of the Editor and Board. The Apsley Advocate is printed by The 
Walcha Telecottage, PO Box 116 Walcha NSW 2354. Phone 6777 1111 Fax 6777 1112. 
The Walcha Technology Co Operative Limited, the Editor and Staff of this Newspaper have 
published any article here-in in good faith and bear no responsibility in respect to the accuracy 
of the information contained in such article. Any person or persons publishing material in this 
Newspaper do so in the knowledge that they shall personally accept any responsibility for 
the accuracy and other correctness of such articles and also accept full responsibility for the 
legal consequences if it be found that the article contains any inaccuracies in the contents 
of any such articles. 
DEADLINE MONDAY 4.30PM Editor: Anthea Nivison. Advertising/Sport: Joscisca 
Matapakia, Kate Connors and Kersten Wall. 

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS ON THIS 
TRADE & PROFESSIONS PAGE

Small Trade Ad $35 • Large $45

KG’s CAR DETAILING
Ph: 0419 469 405

ENGINEERING
John Wall 

•  Stock floats  •  Feeders •  Sheep & cattle 
yards • Steel framed sheds & mobile welding

6778 0588  •  0428 778 087

0429 608 409

Delivering
 Tamworth – Walcha

 

SELF
 STORAGE

 NORTH STREET – WALCHA

Various sized sheds
Security fenced

0439 584 344 
or 0428 653 307

AIR CONDITIONING AND ELECTRICAL
•	 Domestic and Commercial
•	 Split system specialists
•	 Quality installations

SPLITZAIRSPLITZAIR

Dave Stevens 0438 007 275 Lic.182154c
Lic. AU42686

WALCHA



Earthmoving and Heavy Haulage Transport  
Jason 0427 490 487 • Jamie 0429 771 351

 02 6777 2024   marchantbros@bigpond.com 
www.marchantbros.com.au
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BULK WATER DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

A FULL RANGE OF AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT & 
EARTHMOVING

Dam construction/maintenance, stick raking, gravel available,  
road building, site prep, pipe laying and all timber work.
Check out our website for the full range of machinery,  

attachments and services available.

	  

If so you MUST be a member  
to enter the Club Social 
Membership $15. Full 

Membership $120. 
PHONE 6777 2077

Thursday 1 12.00pm – Close

BOWLS 9.00am Ladies, 1pm Social
BINGO BINGO 12.3012.30pmpm  

Friday 2 3.00pm – Close

Free Bingo drawn at 6.30pm
Raffles drawn at 7pm

Friday Night Special

Chinese 
Night

Home deliveries • Town limits only  
FOR CATERING NEEDS CALL:   

Dianna – 0412 536 760 or 5722 6003

Saturday 3 11.00am – Close

5.00PM 5.00PM BISTROBISTRO

Sunday 4 11.00am – Close

12.00PM 12.00PM BISTRO BISTRO 
RaffleRaffle  tickets from 12pm, drawn 1pm.tickets from 12pm, drawn 1pm.

WALCHA

“Let the good times roll”“Let the good times roll”

YOU MUST BE A MEMBER FOR 
YOU MUST BE A MEMBER FOR 

2026/2027 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN
2026/2027 TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN

drawn after the raffles
drawn after the raffles

FRIDAY $550

SPECIALISING IN ROAD CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

Peter O’Keefe : 0429 944 821
Will O’Keefe : 0488 925 845

Proudly servicing Walcha and surrounding districts for over 30 years

• Bulldozers
• Excavator 2t - 30t
• Truck and Dogs
• Gravel supply
• Graders 
• Rollers

• Skid steers + multiple 
attachments

• Forestry mulching
• Land development
• Large Dam 

construction

AGM rescheduled for Sunday 
18th October at 9.30am

Twilight Bowls commences  
Friday 9th October. 

Please have names down by 
Friday 2nd October 

Club available for catering of 
wakes and small functions. 
Call Phyllis on 0439 310 844

Public Holiday deadline!
Please submit your items and 
advertising this week due to 
the public holiday on Monday 5 
October, deadline is Friday 4pm

The Walcha Telecottage 
will be closed on  
Monday 5 October

Contact us today
6777 1111 

wtc@walchatelecottage.com.au


