September 7, 2025
THE VIRTUE OF CHRISTIAN CHARITY

- CityReach Sunday -
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“The trouble with these Christians is they support not only their own poor, but ours as well.”
— Emperor Julian (361 AD to 363 AD)
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“Jesus called them together and said, ‘You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high
officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— just as the Son of Man did not come
to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”” (Matthew 20:25-28)
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1. INFLUENCE BEGINS WITH SERVICE.

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. All the
nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the King will say to
those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for
you since the creation of the world. For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, | needed clothes and you clothed me,
| was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.’

Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe
you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ The King will reply,

‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for
the devil and his angels. For | was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, | was a stranger and you did not invite me in, | needed clothes and you did not clothe me, |
was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry
or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’

He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’
Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” (Matthew 25:31-46)
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2. THE WAY YOU SERVE GOD IS BY SERVING OTHERS.

TREZEMRITR > BUEHREFHIA

a. Responding to the gracious love of God, isn’t BEST worked out through the service of others,
it’s ONLY worked out through the service of others.
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Big Idea: 7§ -

Serving others isn’t just something WE MUST DO, it’s something WE GET TO DO.
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