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	Does God Have Favorites?  (3:27-31)
     Paul taught that, “A man is justified by faith apart from observing the law.”  If that was not true, then God could be accused of favoring the Jews, since only the Jews received the Law!  But Paul points out that God is also the God of the Gentiles.  He is the God of everyone, and everyone is redeemed via the same method:  faith!
     Paul then anticipates the thinking of some of his Jewish readers in Rome.  “Does this ‘new faith message’ go against the Old Testament Scriptures?”  “Not at all!” Paul replies, “It is taken right out of the foundation of the Old Testament.”  And, as a Jew, you couldn’t go any deeper into the foundation than their father Abraham…


 I.  EXHIBIT A-BRAHAM

A.  A Gift Vs. An Obligation  (4:1-8)

1.  Wages are an obligation paid in response to work done.  (v. 4)

2.  When no work is done, anything credited to one’s account is a gift.  (v. 5)

3.  Even King David acknowledged this reality.  (vv. 6-8)

4.  With this as our background, which terminology (credit or obligation) does the Bible 
	apply to Abraham?  (vv. 1-3)


B.  Prior Vs. Post Circumcision  (4:9-12)

1.  Did God credit Abraham in response to Abraham’s obedience regarding circumcision?  (vv. 9-10a)

2.  No!  Credit was given prior to circumcision!  (vv. 10b-11a;  Compare Gen 15:6 & 17:1-14)


	Why Does This Even Matter?!  (vv. 11b-12)
“So then, he is the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in order that righteousness might be credited to them.  And he is also the father of the circumcised 
who not only are circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith 
that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised.”




	
C.  So What Does This All Mean?  (vv. 13-25)

1.  Abraham received everything by faith, and his heirs do the same!  (v. 13)

2.  Otherwise, there would be no heirs since no one obeys the Law!  (v. 14)

3.  Remember the purpose of the Law was to reveal sin, not create saints.  (v. 15)

4.  Therefore Abraham was uniquely positioned to be the “faith father” of us all:  
the ritually circumcised and the uncircumcised!  (vv. 16-17)


	His Faith In Action…  (vv. 18-22)
“Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’  Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead – since he was about a hundred years old – and that Sarah’s womb was also dead.  Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.  That is why ‘it was credited to him as righteousness.’ ”


5.  What was true of Abraham is true of us all.  (vv. 23-25)

a.  Abraham’s faith and our faith are identical:  we both entirely rely upon God’s promise 
to bring life to that which appears to be dead.


