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DDC February 2025 Updates — Minutes
and Medicaid Matters Campaign

February 14, 2025

Hello everyone, we hope you are doing well. We have two updates to share with you. First, the minutes for the January
Council Meeting have been posted on the webpage. Please find them here: WADDC | Washington State Developmental
Disabilities Council

Secondly, we have been working extremely hard to get a Medicaid Matters Campaign set up as we watch all that is
happening federally these past several weeks. You'll see the information about the campaign below. Ultimately it has
three parts: information, a few different ways to create and share your story, and information/support to meet with
your elected officials. PLEASE help us share this information with all the folks you know who care about this issue. We
need to act now as our congressional electees are coming back from DC to work in their home offices next week and
they need to hear from our community about the impact these drastic cuts would have to their daily lives. We are here
if there are questions; please reach out. Thanks so much and take good care everyone.

Medicaid Matters: How to Take Action and Stay Informed

The Washington State Developmental Disabilities Council, The Arc of Washington State and Self Advocates in
Leadership (SAIL) have created a campaign to help people understand and participate in potential changes
coming to their Medicaid services. We have a new webpage and series of videos dedicated to sharing
information. These resources provide essential details on what Medicaid is, who uses it, and how it impacts
lives across our community. We also designed a way to help you create a video about why Medicaid Matters in
your life. Finally, we are offering support to help you set up meetings with your elected officials if you want to
share your story and take action.

Please help us share the following information and materials about this campaign with your networks!

Follow the Medicaid Matters Campaign
Follow and get updates from the Medicaid Matters Campaign by signing up for any of these channels:
e Washington State DDC GovDelivery

e Informing Families E-Newsletter
e Informing Families Facebook

Our Mission is to advocate, promote, and implement policies and practices to create pathways to meaningful,
integrated, and productive lives for people with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities over the life course.


tel:1800-634-4473.
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ddc.wa.gov%2Fcouncil-meeting%2Fjanuary-2025-quarterly-council-meeting&data=05%7C02%7Cchristie.chiles%40ddc.wa.gov%7Cf8eb2c0740734e7ed3fb08dd4d411a8f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638751664199641404%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kCYxHfQqQpnud90rGEnZNd%2FOY9vnXO3x8h6XuR7ufOM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ddc.wa.gov%2Fcouncil-meeting%2Fjanuary-2025-quarterly-council-meeting&data=05%7C02%7Cchristie.chiles%40ddc.wa.gov%7Cf8eb2c0740734e7ed3fb08dd4d411a8f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638751664199641404%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kCYxHfQqQpnud90rGEnZNd%2FOY9vnXO3x8h6XuR7ufOM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fm365.us.vadesecure.com%2Fsafeproxy%2Fv4%3Ff%3DkDPsVN1RKi2A16FjJextVigrpj_3QVK9deEF04ZTHqY%26i%3D9Z_b-GcsugUtpsKvjCUFxIQOG8JIcXx29-2tEVG1MliXMJp24LVEU0EH7ZDxfmlo236oQpBtxrNuPG12-3mhvw%26k%3DNSd2%26r%3DUccHnWsfgQg_1S8XpGkez_S9jo8Abb7CbzbR2iHuW_I%26s%3Dc83c57f484f96801cc68d2b42eb3cc128edcad926aa59dbd61d0bf6fcb14fbcc%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.ddc.wa.gov%252Fwaddc-newsletter&data=05%7C02%7Cchristie.chiles%40ddc.wa.gov%7Cf8eb2c0740734e7ed3fb08dd4d411a8f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638751664199665663%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tG4GwRr9MDzS5DgWcI5dStsEbnuvqMu54DPUO2xomFw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fm365.us.vadesecure.com%2Fsafeproxy%2Fv4%3Ff%3Db1DWFxgXgfHDOwyS3k6PL4fojXdo8bnDk3k_1SKS3GU%26i%3DiAXbwNt4o1F2kqk5VNu9Q9inwKu3UZhOhZJBULo10rEFod31iyQpgdHok9JCTjbMvIlPpktvj69GcuNFalCnJw%26k%3Dh3bq%26r%3DExsep18Df9ooEnbhmdqhk9KlaJdx0S-atmXum2duujo%26s%3D3de3234c6bc1446bae9c79fb133b17f893991e9ec5ff7455b27fb9958aa03b4c%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Finformingfamilies.org%252Fnews%252F&data=05%7C02%7Cchristie.chiles%40ddc.wa.gov%7Cf8eb2c0740734e7ed3fb08dd4d411a8f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638751664199680172%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VW0e65tsEa35MxHJViIlBkVONlepauTpzLKuU1DvEGo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fm365.us.vadesecure.com%2Fsafeproxy%2Fv4%3Ff%3DHvHO5nUiPhiWvsmur1jHCClLXPd6zITYNJYr-Wt1B1s%26i%3D-_HtK4UDEcWRkJQO-PUu3iAvBFgDIR0TEpZ7St3W_WUzoGdujQXvKLLpreXvwZeXaeIJcSigoVLU0a9ftOTFSw%26k%3D1BBY%26r%3DuAtYbQmhoLSyriaW_Oi5DliQJISCWCQqgGsWUYxuxV4%26s%3D0c13b7d109b383b4dc0cf5fbd110aba4340ec8473831dffe1b2800fd5f5bfc60%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.facebook.com%252Fsearch%252Ftop%253Fq%253Dinforming%252520families&data=05%7C02%7Cchristie.chiles%40ddc.wa.gov%7Cf8eb2c0740734e7ed3fb08dd4d411a8f%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638751664199693656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NbVVoX8Ahtpbpvzbdh1drQJxhtskkU5mUx0rrOEhZV4%3D&reserved=0

Washington State Developmental Disabilities Council
2600 Martin Way E., Suite F | Olympia, WA 98506
1(800) 634-4473 | info@ddc.wa.gov | www.ddc.wa.org

e WADDC Facebook and LinkedIn
e The Arc of Washington State News to Know Email

Here is what the Medicaid Matters Campaign offers:

Medicaid Informational Video Series:

Emily Rogers, Director of Public Policy for the Washington State Developmental Disabilities Council, explains
through a series of videos how the Medicaid system supports individuals with intellectual and developmental

disabilities in Washington—and how you can take action to protect these vital services.

e Maedicaid: Understanding and Taking Action Part 1 (Watch the video)
e Medicaid: Understanding and Taking Action Part 2 (Watch the video)

Share Your Story about why Medicaid Matters:

Your story can make a difference. Create a story with help of our team to explain why Medicaid Matters to you.
The story will be available for you to send to anyone you want, as well as be shared on our website with the rest
of the community. Help us show why Medicaid is essential by sharing your experience in one of these ways:

e Record a short video on your phone and submit it through this form.

e Schedule a Zoom recording session with The Arc of Washington State by emailing reply@arcwa.org.

e Submit a photo and a written statement on why Medicaid matters to you and submit it through this form or by
email to reply@arcwa.org.

If you need assistance with sharing your story, contact reply@arcwa.org.
Ways to Take Action:

Your elected officials in Congress are considering some very difficult decisions about Medicaid and need to
hear from you, their constituent, about how those decisions will impact your life. We are here to help you with
those meetings if you want it. To locate and contact your congressional senator and representative, visit
My Congressional District. If you need support with doing this, email info@ddc.wa.gov.

Here are some additional ways to take action:

e (Call the “Hands Off Medicaid Hotline” at 866-426-2631. (Options are available in English and Spanish.) Follow
the prompts when asked for your zip code. Your call will be automatically directed to your representative. You
may either speak with a staff member or be directed to voicemail. If you reach voicemail, please leave a
message with your name and zip code.

e Sign up for The Arc of Washington’s Action Alerts: Action Center

e Subscribe to the WADDC Newsletter: WADDC Newsletter

e Attend Advocacy Days: Advocacy Days 2025

e Join a self-advocacy group: SAIL, People First of Washington, or Allies in Advocacy

Our Mission is to advocate, promote, and implement policies and practices to create pathways to meaningful,
integrated, and productive lives for people with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities over the life course.
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Washington State Developmental Disabilities Council
2600 Martin Way E., Suite F | Olympia, WA 98506
1(800) 634-4473 | info@ddc.wa.gov | www.ddc.wa.org

Together, we can protect and strengthen Medicaid for individuals and families across Washington. Visit our
Medicaid Information Page to learn more at Medicaid Information and Resources | Informing Families.

Brandi Monts

Executive Director/ Pronouns: She, Her

Washington State Developmental Disabilities Council

Email: Brandi.Monts@ddc.wa.gov

Office phone: 360.586.3558

Cell phone: 564.999.0079

Physical address: 2600 Martin Way East, Suite F, Olympia, WA 98506
Mailing address: P.O. Box 48314, Olympia, WA 98504

Our Mission is to advocate, promote, and implement policies and practices to create pathways to meaningful,
integrated, and productive lives for people with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities over the life course.


tel:1800-634-4473.
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