
Community 
Advocacy 
Coalition

for people with Intellectual and/or 
Developmental Disabilities



Many Voices / One Vision

Support from the community is essential 
for people with intellectual or 
developmental disabilities (I/DD) to live a 
quality life.

Our voices join in unison for one 
common vision: A community full of 
participation.



CAC Membership

The CAC membership consists of a 

community- based organizations that have a 

primary focus to support, serve and advocate 

for people with developmental disabilities.

Groups such as 501c3 nonprofits, a chapter 

of a statewide nonprofit, a governmental 

association, council, coalition, board, 

commission, or private business are members 

of CAC



DevelopmentalDisabilities Community Services Purpose:

To develop and implement public 

policies that will promote individual 

worth, self-respect, and dignity such that 

each individual is valued as a 

contributing member of the community



DD Guiding
 Values

• Inclusion

• Status and Contribution

• Relationships

• Power and Choice

• Health and Safety

• Competence



Inclusion
Being present and participating in 
the community using common 

resources and doing activities with 
other citizens. Living in a community 

means experiencing diversity.



Status and Contribution
Status is being valued and 
well regardedby others.

Contributionis about recognizing and 
developing interestsand skills and

having the opportunity tocontribute 
theseinthecommunity.



Relationships
Relationships offer a sense of 

belonging, continuity, and intimacy, 
and give meaning to life. Connection 
to others provides support and opens 

doors to new opportunities and     
experiences



Health and Safety
Having information experience and skills, 
giving to others, being in relationships 
and a sense of belonging all enhance 
and are integral to our safety and well-
being. By  improving all of these aspects 
of our lives, we become safer and 
healthier.



Power and Choice
Power is having the ability to direct 

or influence our own lives. 
Information and experiences are 

basic to making choices. Choice is 
the opportunity to make decisions 
that are right for ourselves and 

include the opportunity to succeed 
or fail.
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Competence
Being capable of doing 

what we need to do, and 
what we want to do. We 
can show our competence 
in many ways. We may be 
partly or fully self-reliant.



We Are The…

Many Voices / One Vision

• BentonFranklin

• Clark County

• Grant, Adams,andLincoln

• Gray’s Harbor

• King County

• KitsapCounty

• Kittitas County

Washington State Parent & Family Coalitions

• Mason County 

• Pacific County

• Pierce County

• Snohomish County

• Spokane County

• Thurston County

• Whatcom County
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CAC Values
Early Intervention

Childcare and Childhood Education

Supporting Families

Parenthood

Employment for Individuals with I/DD

Provider Workforce

Funding and Services

Self-Determination and Decision Making

Housing

Full & Meaningful Life

Race, Equity and Inclusion

Employment for Individuals with I/DD

Provider Workforce

Free from Abuse, Restraints & Seclusion



Early Intervention
Supports and services for children with developmental delays 

must be affordable and accessible



Childcare and Early Childhood 
Education

Children with I/DD and their families must have access to 

affordable and inclusive education and childcare



Supporting Families

Families need access to person-centered 

supports and services that protect stability of the 

family, and have access to full and rewarding lives.



Parenthood

Parents with I/DD should have access to supports 

to raise their families, rather than being subjected 

to scrutiny and loss of parental rights.



Employment for 
Individuals with I/DD

Meaningful employment provides stability and freedom. 

Everyone deserves to live an enriching life.



Provider Workforce
People who work with individuals with I/DD must be provided 

opportunities to develop expertise and a pathway to a 

professional career.



Funding and Services

All programs must be person-centered in a way 

that supports individuals’ unique needs.



Self-Determination and 
Decision Making

Individuals with I/DD have the right to make their 

own decisions and have those decisions respected. 

People need access to opportunities to advocate 

for themselves.



Housing

Living In a community of your choice is a right. A home 

of your own is a cornerstone of independence. Public 

funds should expand these opportunities to individuals it 

I/DD



Full and Meaningful Life

 Individuals with I/DD have the right to be equal 

members of society and live a full and meaningful life



Race, Equity, and Social Justice

Commitment to ensuring all vital systems and 

programs are equitable for all.



Accessibility

Communities should be accessible and follow the 

universal design principles.



Nothing about Us Without Us

Individuals with I/DD must be part of the planning, leadership 

and implementation of programs that affect them.



Free From Abuse, 
Restraints and Seclusion

Individuals with I/DD have the right to live their lives free from 

abuse, neglect, exploitation, or abandonment.
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