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APEC Privacy Framework helps organizations manage

cross-border privacy risks and facilitate data flows

among Asia-Pacific economies.

What it is

The APEC Privacy Framework is a regional data protection framework that helps organizations manage cross-border

privacy risks and facilitate data flows among Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) member economies. Its

purpose is to promote a comprehensive approach to privacy that enhances consumer trust while supporting business

and regulatory needs.

Developed and published by APEC, the framework is primarily used by multinational organizations, regulators, and

policymakers operating across the Asia-Pacific region. It provides baseline principles addressing data privacy

governance, accountability, risk management, and individual rights. The framework focuses on areas such as notice,

collection limitation, uses of personal information, security safeguards, and access and correction rights.
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Why it matters

Strengthen data privacy governance Promote unified privacy policies and practices to manage personal data effectively

across multiple jurisdictions and business operations.

Enhance regulatory alignment Support compliance efforts by providing a common baseline for meeting diverse legal and

regulatory data protection requirements in APEC economies.

Facilitate cross-border data transfers Enable efficient and lawful movement of personal information between member

economies, reducing legal and operational barriers for organizations.

Increase consumer trust Demonstrate commitment to responsible data handling, which reassures customers and business

partners about privacy protection standards.
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How SmartSuite supports APEC PF

Privacy Principles and Policy

Management

Map APEC privacy principles to policies,

procedures, and organizational controls.

Personal Data Inventory and Data

Flow Mapping

Track personal data collection, use,

storage, and cross-border transfers.

Consent and Use Limitation

Governance

Manage consent, purpose limitation, and

lawful processing across jurisdictions.

Data Subject Rights and
Accountability

Track access, correction, and complaint

handling with full audit trails.

Cross-Border Data Transfer
Oversight

Manage international data transfers and

ensure alignment with APEC

requirements.

Privacy Program Reporting and
Compliance Readiness

Provide dashboards showing privacy

posture, accountability metrics, and

compliance status.

Common framework mappings

GDPR ISO 27701 ISO 29100 NIST Privacy Framework v1.0 OECD Privacy Guidelines

Official resources

APEC Privacy Framework (2015)

Outlines principles for managing cross-border privacy risks among

APEC economies.

apec.org/Publications/2017/08/APEC-Privacy-Framework-(2015)

APEC Cross-Border Privacy Rules System

Provides guidelines for privacy certification facilitating data flows

across borders.

cbprs.org

APEC Privacy Framework Overview

Describes the structure and objectives of the APEC Privacy
Framework.

apec.org/publications/2017/08/apec-privacy-framework-(2015)

Frequently asked questions

What is the APEC Privacy Framework used for?

The APEC Privacy Framework is used to help organizations manage data privacy risks associated with cross-border information flows

in the Asia-Pacific region. It establishes baseline privacy principles to enhance consumer trust while supporting business needs and

regulatory cooperation among APEC member economies.

Is the APEC Privacy Framework legally required or certifiable?

The APEC Privacy Framework itself is not mandatory or certifiable; it functions as a non-binding guidance document. However,

organizations may implement its principles voluntarily or to support participation in related certification programs like the APEC Cross-

Border Privacy Rules (CBPR) system.

Who does the APEC Privacy Framework apply to?

The framework applies to organizations operating, processing, or transferring personal data across APEC economies, particularly

multinational enterprises, regulatory bodies, and policymakers. It is relevant to entities handling personal information that traverses

borders in the Asia-Pacific region.

What key principles or controls does the APEC Privacy Framework require?

Core principles include accountability, notice, collection limitation, use limitation, purpose specification, security safeguards, access

and correction rights, and openness. The Framework expects organizations to embed these principles into policies and procedures,

but does not prescribe specific technical controls.
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How do organizations implement the APEC Privacy Framework?

Organizations implement the framework by mapping its principles to internal privacy policies and operational controls, conducting

privacy impact assessments (PIAs), and managing cross-border data considerations through documented safeguards and contractual

protections. Ongoing risk assessments and incident response processes are also critical.

How does the APEC Privacy Framework relate to other privacy standards or laws?

The framework can be integrated with other privacy regimes, such as the APEC CBPR system, GDPR, or domestic privacy laws, to

create a more robust privacy management program. It facilitates interoperability and helps demonstrate accountability in various

international contexts.

What ongoing compliance activities are required under the APEC Privacy Framework?

Ongoing compliance involves regular privacy risk assessments, maintaining documentation of controls and data flows, monitoring for

incidents or breaches, and updating policies as business or regulatory requirements change. Evidence of compliance should be

available for audits and regulatory inquiries.

License included / downloadable: Yes The APEC Privacy Framework is publicly available through official Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

publications.

Full framework page and mappings: smartsuite.com/frameworks/apec-privacy-framework-2015
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