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Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) -

Australian Privacy
Princip'es (APPS) Australian Government

The Australia Privacy Act 1988 (Australian Privacy
Principles) sets rules for how organizations handle
personal information.

What it is

The Australia Privacy Act 1988 (Australian Privacy Principles) is a national data protection law that sets requirements for
how organizations handle personal information to ensure privacy and compliance. It provides a framework for
organizations to manage the collection, use, disclosure, and storage of personal data, supporting robust information
security and privacy governance practices.

Enacted and enforced by the Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC), the Privacy Act 1988—including
the 13 Australian Privacy Principles (APPs)—applies to most Australian Government agencies, private sector
organizations, and not-for-profits with an annual turnover above a specified threshold. The Act governs key areas such
as data protection, individual privacy rights, accountability, and regulatory compliance across various sectors.

At a glance

PUBLISHER TYPE VERSION

Office of the Australian Information Framework Privacy Act 1988 (current

Commissioner (OAIC) consolidated version with
amendments)

EFFECTIVE DOMAIN FAMILY

March 12, 2014 Privacy Global Privacy Regulations

REGION ADOPTION MODEL IMPLEMENTATION COMPLEXITY

Australia Regulatory Compliance Moderate

Source: https://www.oaic.gov.au/privacy/privacy-legislation/the-privacy-act

Why it matters

e Strengthen data protection practices Enable organizations to implement robust controls that minimize unauthorized access
and misuse of personal information.

e Enhance regulatory alignment Support compliance with national privacy laws and demonstrate due diligence to regulators
and stakeholders.

¢ Increase audit readiness Establish clear policies and documentation, making it easier to respond to regulatory inquiries and
compliance audits.

¢ Promote individual trust and confidence Improve transparency and demonstrate a commitment to privacy, fostering
stronger relationships with customers and the community.
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SmartSuite FRAMEWORK / PRIVACY / GLOBAL PRIVACY REGULATIONS

How SmartSuite supports Privacy Act 1988 (APPs)

Personal Information Inventory Notices, Consent, and Governance Access and Correction Workflows

Document data categories, purposes, Manage privacy notices, consent Track requests, deadlines, responses,

sharing, retention, and safeguards with practices, policy reviews, and and proof of completion in one place.

traceability. accountability evidence.

Cross-Border Disclosure Safeguards  Breach Response and Compliance Reporting

Manage overseas recipient assessments, Documentation Report posture, open actions, and

contracts, and ongoing review evidence. Run breach workflows with timelines, evidence coverage for ongoing
decisions, and corrective actions. compliance.

Common framework mappings

APEC PF CCPA/CPRA GDPR ISO 27001:2022 ISO 27701 NIST Privacy Framework v1.0

Official resources

Privacy Act 1988 Australian Privacy Principles (APPs) Guidelines

Defines the national data protection framework including the 13 Provides detailed guidance on the application of the Australian
Australian Privacy Principles. Privacy Principles.
oaic.gov.au/privacy/privacy-legislation/the-privacy-act oaic.gov.au/privacy/australian-privacy-principles-guidelines

Notifiable Data Breaches Scheme OAIC Regulatory Action Policy

Outlines requirements for notifying affected individuals and the OAIC Describes the OAIC's approach to using its regulatory powers under
about eligible data breaches. the Privacy Act.

oaic.gov.au/privacy/notifiable-data-breaches oaic.gov.au/about-the-OAIC/our-regulatory-approach/privacy-

regulatory-action-policy

Frequently asked questions

What is the Australia Privacy Act 1988 (Australian Privacy Principles) used for?

The Australia Privacy Act 1988, underpinned by the Australian Privacy Principles (APPs), establishes legal requirements for how
organizations handle personal information. It aims to protect individual privacy by regulating the collection, use, disclosure, and
storage of personal data.

Is compliance with the Privacy Act 1988 and the APPs mandatory?

Yes, compliance is mandatory for most Australian Government agencies, private sector organizations, and some not-for-profits with
annual turnover above the prescribed threshold. The Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) enforces the Act and
can issue penalties for non-compliance.

What organizations must comply with the Australia Privacy Act 1988?

The Act applies to Australian Government agencies and private organizations with annual turnover exceeding AUD 3 million, as well as
certain types of small businesses, health service providers, and contracted service providers to the government.

What are the key concepts and artifacts in the Australian Privacy Principles?

Core concepts include personal information, consent management, privacy policy documentation, and individual rights to access and
correct data. Artifacts often required include documented privacy policies, privacy notices, data mapping records, and breach
notification logs.

Privacy Act 1988 (APPs) - Framework datasheet Updated Sep 26, 2026 - © 2026 SmartSuite Inc. All rights reserved. Page 2 of 3



How should organizations implement the APPs in practice?

Organizations typically start with a privacy impact assessment, followed by creating written privacy policies, implementing technical
and administrative controls, and training staff on APP obligations. Ongoing compliance is supported by regular audits, privacy risk
assessments, and maintaining records of data handling activities.

How does the Australia Privacy Act 1988 relate to other privacy frameworks?

The Privacy Act shares common principles with other data protection frameworks like the GDPR but is tailored to Australian law.
Cross-border data disclosures are permitted only if appropriate safeguards and contractual measures are in place to ensure privacy
protection.

What are the ongoing compliance requirements under the Privacy Act 1988?

Ongoing compliance requires organizations to regularly review and update privacy policies, conduct staff training, monitor data
handling processes, and promptly report eligible data breaches to the OAIC and affected individuals as required.

How would SmartSuite support Australia Privacy Act 1988 (Australian Privacy Principles)?

SmartSuite enables organizations to operationalize the APPs through comprehensive risk tracking, management of control libraries
mapped to each principle, and systematic evidence collection for compliance verification. Teams can maintain breach logs, conduct
audit readiness activities, and generate real-time reports to demonstrate ongoing compliance and support regulatory audits.

License included / downloadable: Yes The Privacy Act 1988 is Australian national legislation and is publicly available through official
government sources.

Full framework page and mappings: smartsuite.com/frameworks/australia-privacy-act-1988-australian-privacy-principles
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