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Bahamas Data Protection Act (2003) is a national law

What it is

The Bahamas Data Protection (Privacy of Personal Information) Act, 2003 is a national data protection regulation that
establishes requirements for organizations to safeguard personal information and uphold individual privacy rights. Its
primary purpose is to ensure the secure collection, processing, and storage of personal data while protecting individuals
against unauthorized or unlawful use.

Enacted and enforced by the Government of The Bahamas, the Act applies to both public and private sector entities
handling personal data within the country. The regulation outlines obligations for data controllers, including principles
for data processing, rights of data subjects, and requirements for data security, breach notification, and cross-border
data transfers. It supports compliance oversight and privacy governance aligned with international data protection
trends.

At a glance

PUBLISHER TYPE VERSION

Government of The Bahamas Framework Data Protection (Privacy of Personal
Information) Act, 2003

EFFECTIVE DOMAIN FAMILY

2003 Privacy Global Privacy Regulations

REGION ADOPTION MODEL IMPLEMENTATION COMPLEXITY

Bahamas Regulatory Compliance Moderate

Source: https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/dataprotection

Why it matters
¢ Strengthen privacy governance Promotes clear accountability and oversight over data processing activities, ensuring all
personal data is managed in accordance with legal requirements.

¢ Improve regulatory compliance Supports organizations in meeting national and international data protection standards,
reducing the risk of regulatory penalties and reputational harm.

¢ Enhance data subject trust Demonstrates a commitment to protecting individual privacy rights, thereby increasing customer
confidence and stakeholder trust in organizational practices.

e Support incident response readiness Requires organizations to implement notification and response mechanisms, enabling
swift action in the event of data breaches or unauthorized disclosures.

Bahamas DPA - Framework datasheet Updated Sep 26, 2026 - © 2026 SmartSuite Inc. All rights reserved. Page 1 of 3



SmartSuite FRAMEWORK / PRIVACY / GLOBAL PRIVACY REGULATIONS

How SmartSuite supports Bahamas DPA

Personal Data Inventory and Consent and Lawful Processing Access, Correction, and Deletion

Classification Management Request Workflows

Maintain records of personal data types, Track consent, purpose limitation, and Manage access, correction, and deletion

processing purposes, and data locations. lawful basis for collecting and using requests with documented workflows and
personal data. audit trails.

Personal Information Safeguard Data Incident and Notification Privacy Posture and Compliance

Implementation Management Readiness Reporting

Track safeguards protecting Monitor data incidents and manage Provide dashboards showing privacy

confidentiality, integrity, and availability of response and notification processes. posture, control coverage, and

personal information. compliance readiness.

Common framework mappings

APEC PF GDPR ISO 27701 NIST Privacy Framework v1.0 PIPEDA UK DPA 2018

Official resources

Bahamas Data Protection Act

Defines the legal framework for data protection in the Bahamas,
ensuring personal information security.

bahamas.gov.bs/dataprotection

Frequently asked questions

What is the Bahamas Data Protection Act used for?

The Bahamas Data Protection Act is designed to protect personal information by regulating how organizations collect, process, and
store data. It aims to ensure individuals' privacy rights are respected and reduce the risk of unauthorized or unlawful data use.

Is compliance with the Bahamas Data Protection Act mandatory?

Yes, compliance with the Bahamas Data Protection Act is mandatory for public and private sector organizations that manage personal
information in The Bahamas. Regulatory oversight is provided by the Bahamas Office of the Data Protection Commissioner.

Who does the Bahamas Data Protection Act apply to?

The Act applies to any entity, including companies and government agencies, that determines the means and purpose of processing
personal data within The Bahamas. It covers data controllers and processors handling the personal information of individuals in the
country.

What are the key compliance concepts in the Bahamas Data Protection Act?

Key concepts include lawfulness, purpose limitation, data minimization, accuracy, data retention, data security, and accountability.
The Act establishes rights for data subjects (such as access and correction requests) and procedural requirements like breach
notification and rules for international data transfers.

How should an organization implement the Bahamas Data Protection Act?

Organizations should establish internal policies, assign data protection roles, conduct data inventories and risk assessments, and
implement technical/security controls like access management and encryption. Regular staff training and documented procedures for
data subject rights and breach response are also essential for compliance.
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How does the Bahamas Data Protection Act relate to other data protection frameworks?

The Bahamas Data Protection Act shares foundational principles with international laws like the GDPR, including data subject rights
and data processing safeguards. Many organizations map compliance requirements across frameworks to maintain consistent privacy
governance and processes.

How would SmartSuite support Bahamas Data Protection Act compliance?

SmartSuite enables organizations to manage Bahamas Data Protection Act compliance with risk registers for DPIAs, control libraries
mapped to the Act's requirements, evidence collection tools, and policy governance modules. Automated workflows support incident
response, while compliance dashboards and reporting facilitate audit readiness and oversight of privacy program health.

License included / downloadable: Yes The Bahamas Data Protection Act is publicly available through official government publications.

Full framework page and mappings: smartsuite.com/frameworks/bahamas-data-protection-act-data-protection-privacy-of-personal-
information-act-2003
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